of Galllon. 7K

NUMBER VIIL

PARISH OF GALSTON.

{couNTY OF AYR.)

By the Rev. Mr. GrorGe SMITH.

Ovrigin of the Name, Situation, Extent, and Surface.

OME have imagined that the name originated from a {imall
number of the Gauls, having made a temporary fettle-
ment in the village. DBut the derivation cannot now be afcer-
tained *. Tt lies in that divifion of the county of Ayr called
Kyle, in the prefbytery of Ayr, and {fynod of Ayr and Glaf~
gow, Its length is thirtcen meafured miles, and it is from
four to five miles broad. The furface is very diffcrent. To-
wards the eaftern boundary, there is a good deal of mofs,
muir, and heathy ground. 'The foil, at the head of the parifh,
next Strathaven, is light and gravelly : But in the lower and
more cultivated grounds, there is rich clay, and in fome
places

* Many names of places in the parifh are derived fiom the Cel-
tic, as Achenbart, or the field of the bards, F.enfler, the delcent ot
the hill, &c. Gall, in that language, lign.fics firangere, but tor fcems
to be of Saxon original,
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places loam. The bottom is, in general, a blue or red clay, and

in fome parts rather inchned to tll.

Rivers and Fifh.—"The Irvine, which rifes a little above
Loudoun hill, runs on the northern boundary of the parifh,
and is joined by many rivulets in the neighbourhood, in parti-
cular by the Glen, the Gower, the Burn-Anne, and the
Cellnock.

All thefe flreams have very good trout, and the Irvine, at
times, 2 few falmon. The Burn-Anne trouts, though large,
are rather folt, as the flream comes from mofly grounds;
thofc of the Irvine, and of the Ceflnockin particular, are little
inferior to char. Liming the lands has diminithed the num-
ber of the trouts, from the noxious quality of that article
to fith. But their greateft enemy is man. The few f{almon
that get over the mill-dims, are deltroyed by means of hand
nects and harpoons.  Scarcely cne falmon in afeafon can be
caught by the rod, where 20 or 30 years ago, any kilful perfon,
might, for his amufement, have kilied feores of them.

dioehs~"There are two lochs in the parith; one Loch-Gait,
at its eaftern extremity, is a {heet of deep and clear water, a-
bounding in trouts and very larpe eels. It is the chief fource
of the water of Even, or Aven, which joins the Clydc below
FIamilton, and gives name to the parifh of Strathaven, or A-
vendale.  The other is Brunt-wood loch, towards Mauchlin.
It breeds an immenf{c number of wild ducks and, in fevere
winters, great flocks of {wans frequent it for the benelit of the
fprings. A bird, which the people here call a hether bluttes,
perhaps it is the bittern (it makes a loud roaring notfe) buill irs
neft on the ifland in the loch, about eight or nine years agn,

but as fome fuperftitious people {uggefled thatits loud and un-
commeon
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common c¢ries forboded no good, foon either deftroyed or
banithed.

" Adir, Climate, Hills, &c.-The air may be called rather
In common with all the

moift, but it is not unhealthy.
weltern coaft of Scotland, there are frequent rains, and high
winds ; the latter of which are fuppofed to contribute much
to the general health of the inhabitants. Sometimes, even in
fummer, and autumn, the rain falls in confiderable quantities,
and in large drops. The moft remarkable hills are Cairn-
faigh, which, in the Celtic, Ognifies, The Hill of Peace; where
probably, in former times, fome truce or other agreement

was made between two neighbouring clans, regarding their
boundaries ; and thus the large dykes, and cairns of flones,
on the top of Cairnfaigh may be accounted for. Mol-mount
 Mollis Alens ] is arable to the top. The view from this hill
is delightful; a great part of Carrick, moft of Kyle, and all
Cunningham being feen from it. In the neighbourhood, there
is under view, the antient feats of Ceffnock Tower and Loudoun
Cufltle, with their extenfive woods and plantations, the thriving
village of Gallton, the turnings and windings of the Irvine,
&c.; and, with regard to diftant objells, in fine weather, the
ifland of Arran, {(which ferves as a barometer to this country),
and even Ireland itfelf, may be clearly diftinguifhed.

s Antiguities.~=There are the remains of a druidical temple on
‘the top of Mol-mount-hill, of a circular form, and of about fixty
feet diameter. A great part of the circle has of late been deftroy-
Some years ago, in Mr
Brown’s grounds of Waterhaughs, an antient burial place was

ed, and the ftones taken away.

dug up ; an account of which was publifhed at the time Ry
‘Dr. Lawrie mumifter of Loudoun. At Claymore, about ten
years ago, anurn, containing fome filver and other coins was

Vor. IL ' K | found,
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found, and in the garden of Waterhaughs, 22 filver cbins of §
different forts were difcovered. They were fold for the price
of bullion, and brought only about L. 3. The infcription oft
one bf thefe coins, which {till remains, is
ARCHL AVST. DVX. BVRG. BRAB.
Aund on the reverfe,
PHIL. IIL. D. G. HISP. ET. INDIAR. REX. 1622.

Among other antiquities there may be mentioned, feveral
fmall hills, called Laws, on which there are cairns of ftones.
Alfo a place call Bep, above Allinton, where the brave Wal-
Yace lay, in a fpecies of rude fortification, with only 5o of his
friends, yet obtained a complete vi€tory over an Enghih ofhicer
of the name of Fenwick, who had 200 men under his com-
mand. This gallant hero, it is well known, had feveral places
of retirement towards the head of this parifh, and in the
neighbourhood, fome of which retain his name te this day;
'Wallace-hill in particulat, an eminence near the Galla-law,
and a place called Wallace-Gill, in the parith of Loudoun, a
hollow glen, to which he probably retired for fhelter when
purfued by his enemies.

Shecp ~~There are fome fheep farms in the parith, in which
about 2500 fheep, of the black-faced or Lammer-muir breed
are grazed. The pafture is exceedingly healthy, and there is
feldom any lofs by difcafe. In the lower grounds a few Ens
glith fheep are alfo kept. The wool of the muir theep is coarle,
and it takes from eight to nine fleeces to the trone ftone.

tate of Agricultures—"There are about too farmers, buton-

1y 8o pleughs ; two farmers fometimes joining to keep one
plough. Allowing 30 acres to every plow, the number in acs
tual tillage would be 24003 and, as the tenants are in genes
ral allowed to plough only one third of their farms, hence the
whole
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whole arable land in. the parith may be calculated at three
times as much, or 7200 acres ; of which one-third is plougha
ad, another paltured, and the remainder cut for hay.

After fix years reft, and liming the land at the rate of 100
bolls of flacked lime per acre, it is ufual to take three fucceflive
crops of oats. The lime is fpread upon the green {waird be-
fgre plowing, fometimes not many weeks before the ground
15 plowed, which muft occaion much of the lime being
loft at the bottom of the furrow; yetit is aftonifhing what
large crops are produced in this way. Very little bear or
barley is fown. Peafe, beans, &c. thrive extremely well, and
fhould certainly intervene between the crops of oats; though
there is a great deal of difficulty in preferving them, owing to
frequent ¥ains in harveft,

The produce is chiefly oats; and, for thefe two or three
years laft paft, a fmall quantity of wheat. Potatoes are
raifed in great quantities, both by the farmers and by the in-
habitanes of the village; the laft renting the land neareft them,
at 3d. § and 4d. per fall, and manuring and drefling the crop
for themfelves. And though the tradefmen might certainly
buy their potataes as cheap from the farmers, yet this pradtice
tends much to promote their health, and amufement at bye=
hours, when otherwife they would be idle, and ought there-
fore to be encouraged.

One great article of produce is cheefe, made after the Dun-
Iﬂf manner, and equ:ﬂly good®, It is fent to Kilmarnock,
Paifley, Glafgow, and Edinburgh,

"The farmers, in general, raile their own ftock of black
K 2z cattle.

® The parith of Dunlop, was the firft, in this part of Scotland,
that took the lead in making excellent cheefe for a diftant market.
They refemble jo tafte fome of the better forts of Englith cheefe,
though not yet brought to equal perfeftion.
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cattle. Many calves in the fpring are fed for the Fdinﬂurﬁﬁ
market; and a few horfes are bred in the rarifh.~——More
grain is raifed within the bounds of the diftrict than what i3
neceffary for its confumption, and the furplus is carried to the
great manufalturing towns in the neighbourhood.

The harvelt of 1782 was remarkably late, a great quantity
of fnow having fallen before the crop was cut; and the corn
was picked out from among it, in the beft manner it could.
In feveral fields the grain was covered with frozen fnow, and
hardly any part of the crop was to be feen.

The foil, particularly next Straven, is well adapted for
turnips, but little of that root has as yet been raifed. From
20 to 3o acres are generally fown with flax, and the produce
is dreflfed by a water-millin the village. The quantity of flax
manufactured there, is from gco to 1000 ftones avoirdupoilk,
and about the half of that quantity is heckled. Little flaxis
drefied in any other manner ; though, by the hand, is by far the
fafeft method, and fubject to much lefs wafte, than when wa-
ter mills are employed. Clover and rye-grafs, efpecially the

Yatter, is fown for hay, when the land is allowed to reft.
‘White clover is, in moft places, the natural product of ths
foil.

Proprietors and rent.—~There are about ¢o heritors preat and
fmalil 3 of whom Mifs Scot of Scot{tarvet is by much the moit
confiderable, having purchafed, in 1787, the extenfive baro-
nics of Ceflnock, Hainingrofs, arid others.—The valued rent
of the pmifth is L.4644:3 110, Scots; the real rent from
I.. ceoo to L. 6ooo fterling.,.—— The greater parc of the land
is inclofed. Good land lets for about 205 por acre, and neas
the village at doyble the fum,

e H soiu's
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v "Wiodsand Plinting.~There is a great deal of fine old plant-
ing, many very lurge Scots firs, and fome copfe wood round the
Toufe of Ceflnock. Within thefe 26 years, very extenfive
plintations have been raifed by Mr Brown of Water-haughs,
and other proprietors in the parith. Near old Barr caftle, there
iz averyremarkable old elin, which meafures 24 feet round, has
12 fcet of trunk at the top, and fpreads itfelf into 24 branches,
tnany of which, are themf{clves large trees. A tree called thé
Maiden-Oak, waslately fold for abour L. 13. By the oldeft
leafes on the Barr eflate, the tenants were bound to plant, at
leaft twelve alh yearly. "This accounts for the beautiful ap-
pt:atl'anﬂ: of the farm houfes on that property, which are in
general furrounded by trecs. ; .

Fowwls and Birdr~—There are here all the common tame
fowls of the country. The muirs yield plenty of groufe, and
partridges abound in the low grounds, "Within thele 13 or 14
years, fome wood-larks have been feen in the pluntations of
Ceflnock ; and about the fame time bull-finches firft appeared 5
and have now increaled to a very conhderable number. They
do great damage to the blofloms of the plumbs, and {mall
fruit ; a lofs which s fearcely compenfated by their deltroying,
at the fame time, fome grubs and caterpillars, and flling
the neighbouring woods with the mufic of their pipes. Wood-
cocks, in the winterand fpring are to be found ia great numne-
bers; and within 5 or 6 ycars, pheafints have bred in the pa-
tith, but have been, in a great meafure, deflroyed by poachers,

MMinevals.~DMifs Scot has a valuable enal, now working,
within a quarter of 2 mile of the villugre ;5 wnd oWy an exceed-
ing pood me quarry, which [ufliciently {ferves all dhe tenants
on this part of her extenfive domains.
raark, that within thefe 40 or soyeas, all the fuel made ufe of

here,

It is wortly of re-
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here, was peats from Gallton muir, a few coals excepeéd,
which were carried in facks on horfes backs, from Capringron,
niear Kilmarnock, through almoft impaflible clay roads. The
tate Mr Wallace of Cefinock is the gentleman, to whom this
neighbourhood owes the important advantages both of coal and
lime, which have fo materially contributed to its improvement.
‘There is no doubt, that all the muiredges abound in iron ore,
which might be fmelted to great profit. At Cairnfaigh, there
was lately difcovered, on the banks of the Aven, a vein of
very rich iron ore; and feveral tons were wrought out by the
Muirkirk company. But it was given up for want of proper
roads to convey it.——The Burn-Anne throws up at times
fome good pebbles, which are fuppofed to come from the
fides af the Mol-mount-hill, where it is faid they abound.—
‘There are many flone quarries in the parifh; and, clofe to
the village, abundance of ftone of a red colour, which is well

calculated for building.

Population.—In 19755, the population of Galton amounted

to 1013 fouls.
It appears, from an altual and pretty accurate furvey taken

in 1790, that the number had increafed to 1577, of which

1219 were examinable. :
In the village of Gulfton, which, An. 1779, centained on-

Iy 455 fouls, there are at prefent §73, of which the follow-
ing is an analylis.

Population table for the village of Galfton, March the 21ft,

17 1.
Saouls - - 573 Examinable perfons 473
Males - - 257 Females - - 316
More women than men 59 Widows - - 30
' Famlies.
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Yamilies O 11
Day-labourers - 7
Carters - - 3

Mafons - - - 9
Weavers - [

Wrights - - Ix
Stocking-weavers - 11
Taylors - - iz
Coopers - - 2
Carriers - - 2
Butchers - - 2
Tambourers, i.e. girls who
few with the tambouring
needle - - 24
Grocers - - g
Shoe-makers - 21

Lint millers
Colliers
(Gardener
Mele-catcher
Baker -
Paper-makers
Dyers
Sempftrefles
Horfe dealers
Black-{miths

Drummer

Flax-dreflers

Surgeon -

Druggzift -
School-mafter

]
I R R e

wy
o

¥rom Whitfunday 1785, to December 1788, there were

&8 mariages.

In 178% 3 -
1784 - -
1785 - -
I}'E'ﬁ - -

s 1787 - -
1788 - - -
1789 - « -
1700 - - -

Births.

Ad -
43 -
45 -
42 -
46 -
47 -
47 -
59 -

Deaths.
39
44
33
23
8
35

- 26

41

‘Thefe births, 8ce. are exclufive of fuch as have not been
recorded, by perfons who are not of the Eftablithment.

Since 1779, about’'qo houfes have been built 3 and, feu-
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ing contipues to go on rapidly, infomuch that 12 new houfes
were feued this year.——"The conveniencies for building and
carrying on manufadlures are very great; to which may be
added, reafonable ground-rents, abundance of ftone and lime,
excellent water, and a rich and populous country. Till of late,
the chicf manufacture was fhoes, which were made for mer-
chants in Kilmarnock, and exported. Now, the weaving of
lawn and gauze is the chief objects and, if a little money
were Jaid out in eflablifhing thefe manufattures, while Paifley
and Glafgow flourith, this parifh might expect to thrive.

‘The firft loom for Lilk or light work, was fet up here in
1487. At this time there will be about 46. The weavers
of Galilton depend on Glafgow and Paifley. It would be defir-
able to have an woollen manufature attempted. The premi-
ums given by the Truftees might contribute to its eftablifhment.
There is fome paper manufactured, but it is chiefly of the

coarle fort.

Local Crujloms.—It is ufuval for even the women to attend
funerals in the village, dreit in black or red cloaks. —— An-
other fingular cuftom prevails here: When a young man
withes to pay his addrefies to his {fweet-heart, inftead of going
to her father’s, and proiefhing his paflion, he goes to a public
houfe; and, having let the Jand-lady into the fecret of his at-
tachment, the objet of his withes 1s immediately f'c,nt for,

who never almoft refufss to come. She is entertained with

ale and whiﬂ;y, or brandy; and the marrizge is concluded on.
L = 5 = &

The {fecond day after the marriage, a credding, as it s called,
takes place.  The young wedded puir, with their friends, af-
femble in a convenient {pot. A fmall creel or baiket is pre-
pared for ile occafion, into which, they put fome ftones:
The young men carry it alternately, and allow themiclves to be

caught by the maidens, who have a kifs when they fucceed. Af-

Z ter
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ter a great deal of innocent mirth and pleafantry, the creel
falls at length to the young hufband’s thare, who is obliged to
carry it generally for a long time, none of the young women
having compatlion upon hinf. At laft, his fair mate, kind-
ly relieves him from his burden; and her complaifance, in
this particular, 15 confidered as a proof of her fatisfattion
with the choice fhe has made. The creel goes round again
more merriment {ucceeds, and all the company dine together,
and talk over the feats of the ficld %,

Churchy, Monfe, Stipend, and Patron.—~The church is an-
tient, probably built before the Reformation. The manfle was
builtin 1727 ; but has fince been frequently repaired. The
ftipend is 8 chalders, or 128 bolls of meal, and about I.. 8 in
moncy, with a glebe. The living was the fame 100 years a-
go. Mifs Scot is patron.

State of the Pooyr.—~The golletions for the poor, with the
interefl of a fmall fum of money, bring in about L. 40. per an-
#um, which is diftributed among two clafles. The firit clafs con-
fifts of the old,the infirm, young children, orphans, &c. who
have a weekly penfion. Such as are rendered unfit, by tem-
porary ficknefs, to provide for themfelves and families, re-
ceive only an occafional or interim fupply.

The Seflion takes an inventory of the goods of fuch as have
a weekly provifion, which, at their death, are fold for the be-
fioof of the poor.

Intimation is given from the pulpit
from time to time, to let no houfes to any perfon who is like-
Iy to be a burden on the parith. There are no native beggars,
but too many of that defcription from other parifhes. The

Vor. II. 1. number

* Pehaps the TFrench phrafe, ¢ Adien panniers, veadange:
“ font faites,” may allude to a fimilar cuftom.
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number of ftated poor is from 1e to 12, of occalional from
11 to 16.

There is an univerfal fociety for the relief of the poor, at
Newmills, with a fund which is of great ufe to tradefmen in
diftrefs. Some of the natives of Gallton belong to it. One,
on a very fimple principle, is eftablifhed in this parifh, It
confifts of about o members, and is called the penny or half-
penny fociety. It has no funds, which are too apt to be embez.
zled ; but, when a brother is conlined to bed by ficknefs, every
member pays him a penny weekly, and if able to go about,
though not to work, a half-penny.  This inftitution is found
to anfwer ; and might be adopted in other places with advan-

tage.

Mifcellanesus Obfervations.~~There are two great fairs at the
village, one in July, the other in December. The firft (St.
Peter’s) has greatly fallen off, but the cuftom is ftill retained
of kindling fires on all the neighbouring hills, the evening be-
fore it is held. The great roads from Edinburghto Ayr,
by Riccarton, and from Glafgow to Dumfries, by Mauchlin,
pafls through the village of Galfton. The roads are chiefly
made and kept in repair by the ftatute-labour. There is
an cxcellent parith fchool, and a {chool-houfe lately built,
which accommodates 1oo fchelars. A funday-{chool, ereét-
ed by Mrs. Scot in 1787, and maintained at her {ole expence,
is attended with very good effetts.

There are about § or 6 ale-houfes in the village. Kil-
marnock is the neareft poft rown, There are 4 ¢orn mills,
3 lint mills, and 1 paper mill. Of the former, one is known
under the name of Patie’s mill, and claims the honour of hav-
ing given birth to that delightful fong, * The lafs of Patie’s
¢ mill.”” The banks of the Irvine, on which it is fituated, ab-
{tracted from the charms of the fair, might well have infpired a

poet
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poec of lefs powers and fenfibility than Ramfay, with the
fentiments contained in that celebrated paftoral. The high
multures formerly paid at thefe corn mills, are now, in a great
meafure, bought up and abolifhed ; though, in the lands of
Greenholm, and a few others, they [Hill exift. The only
fervices of a perfonal nature which remain, are, the common
mill fervices, of thatching the milly dragging home the millitone,
&c. &c. and, on one eftate, that of bringing Lome the maf-
ter’s hay. The people are in general long lived ; many hav-
ing died within thefe few years between 7o and 100.--The ¢on-
fumption is the moft prevalent diftemper, and the moft fatal.
The fmall-pox makes frequent ravages; and incculation is not
fo common as it ought to be. The religious prejudice again{t
it is {till great. Of above soo who have been inoculated in the
fpace of 12 years, not one has died. —It may be added,
that the inhabitants of Galfton are, in general, fober, induf-
trious, and charitable to the diltrefled. It is to be regretted,
however, that inftead of the wholefome beverage of ale, they
are now compelled, by the high dutics on that article, to be-
take themfelves to the ufe of whilky, which is equally deftruc.
tive to the health, and to the morals of the people.

L2 NUMBER
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