of Bolefkine and dﬁd‘r:lai;fl 19

NUMBER 1L

1%

PARISH OF BOLESKINE AND ABERTARF,

(CounTY oF INVERNESS, SYNoD oF GLENELG, AND
PRESBYTERY OF ABERTARF.)

By an Heritor, a_friend tq Statifitcal Inguiries.

Nerne, and Extent, &c.

THE parifh of Boletkine, fo termed from a farm conti-
guous to the Fall of Foyers, meaning Badl.o’s.ciomn
in Gacelic, or the town hanging above the loch; was many
years ago united with the parith of Abertarf, fituated in
the neighbourhood of Fort-Auguftus, and fo denominated
from the confluence of two rivers, Tarf and Qich, which,
difcharging themfelves into Lochnefs, fgrms the ground on
which the garrifon now ftands to a beautiful peninfula.
'The date of this union, nor the particular lands compofing

each of thefe parifhes, cannot be traced: The united parifh
is
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23 Statiftical Account

is at leaft 24 miles in length, and in moft parts from 10 to
z2 miles in breadth.—It formerly contained two glebes,
one near Fort- Auguftus, and the other at Bolefkine; and
the latter place, though the north-eaff boundary of the pa-
rifh, contained till Jately the church and manfe. But this
having heen found inconvenient, and the idea of religious
pennan'&é exploded, they were, about 30 yeark ago, rerho-
ved to a more centrical fituation at Drimtemple, probably
deriving its name from having been anciently a place of
worthip ; Drim Ggnifying a ridge or height, and Teample
what it bears in the Englilh language. At this time
both the old glebes were annexed to the eftate of Lovat,
then under the management of the Commiflioners of forfeit-
ed eftates, and an equivalent given to the minifter contigu-
ous to the new church. "This meafure relieved the clergy-
man from preaching in two different places of Stratherrick,
a5, when the church remained at Bolefkine, he was in ufe
every fecond Sabbath, of performing worfhip at a place
called Bellaloin, about ome mile diftant from Drimtemple.

Ancient Hiffory.—The whole of this united parith was,
previous to the 15th century, the propecty of the Lovat fa-
mily ; but who previoufly poflefled it can only be learned
from tradition. What leads to a helief that Abertarf was
inhabited by the Cummins, a very powerful and warlike
clan, is, that the place of Fort-Auguftus, only called fo from
the eftablilbment of the garrifon, is in the vulgar language
called Kilidhujman, meaning the burial-ground of the Cum-
mins. And sa eminence on the hill to the eaft of Loch-
tarf is called Sui-Chuiman, of Cummin's reffing«pluce.

Stratherfick, compofing the other part of this parifh, fo
-called frem the river:"Erric#, rifing in the mountains of

"Strathdeatn, and entering Lochnels at Bole/ffine, Strath fig-
nifying
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of Bolefkine and Abertarf. 21

nifying a valley or plain betwixt two hills, was anciently
poffefled by the clan Grant; whether they quitted it volun-
tarily or otherwife, is immaterial as well as uncertain ; but
it would appear they went from thence to Strathipey, and
called the names of their new pofleflions after thofe theyinha-
bited in Stratherrick. Thus we {lill find the names of 1Jel-
chapple, Garthbeg, and Garthmore, 8zc. in both thefe coun-
tries. Before the year 1545 the gnited pari(h feems to have
been occupied by the tribes called Macgruers, Macimetheirs,
and Mactavifhes, then followets of the Lovat family; but the
principal perfons of all thefe tribes having accompanied the
Lord Lovat in his expedition to fectle the heir of the Clan-
ronald fam:ly in his father’s eftate, were almoil cut off in 2
bloody battle fought that year at the eaft end of Lochlochy,
by the Clan Macdonald, who intercepted Lovat and his at-
tendants 1n their return from the Hebrides ; this battle, call-
ed Blar-lein, from the warriors on both fides having firip-
ped and fonght in their thirts, is recorded in the following
pifturefque lines of Buchanan’s hiftory of Scotland: * Fra.
“ ferit pauciores a pluribus viéli, atque ad unum coefi, Ita
“ gens numerofiflima et {epe de re Scotica bene merita
“ tota interierat, nifi divino (ut credi par eft) confilio, ex
 familizz principibus oftoginta domi reliquiflent gravidas
‘ uxores, quz [uo queque tempore mares peperunt lingulos;
“ qui omnes incolumes ad virilem pervenerunt a:tatem."”
A few vears before this périod, a {on of Lovar had fettled
at Foyers, and at fame 1ime acquired the property of the
lands of Aberchalder in Abertarf. And the lineal defcend-
ant of another of Lovat's fous fettled at Farraline, fituated
by a lake of that name in Stratherrick.— At the above con-
flict Farraline was ilain, and Foyers fo danperoufly wound-
ed, that he was carried from the ficld of baule by one Nor.-
man Gow, on his back, to the top of Suichuimain, about

- t =
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az Statiftical Account

eight miles from Lochlochy; but Gow having an arrow in
his fide all the time, found himfelf unable to proceed far-
ther, and there pulled out the arrow and expired. His de-
fcendants, in commemeration of this amazing effort of at-
tachment, enjoyed a croft of land, rent free, from the family
of Foyers till within thefe fixty years. Mr Frafer of Foyers
having recovered from his wounds, was enabled, with the
affiftance of the few commoners who had not accompanied
their chief on this fatal occafion, to proteét the country from
the inroads of the rival clan, who were much enfeebled by
the effefts of this fevere confliét.

The numerous offspring delcended of the Frafers killed
in that battle, grew up, in procefs of time, to obliterate the
depopulation thereby occafioned ; and to corroborate the
evidence refulting from the above paflage in Buchapan,
it is a notorious faét, that the whole principal gentlemen
now refident in Stratherrick do, (with a few cxceptions),
trace their defcent either from Mr Frafer of Foyers, or Far-
raline above mentioned ; hence the country of Stratherrick
for many years confilted principally of two tribes, the one
called Mac-mhic-ulliams, or Foyer’s tribe ; and the othes
Sliochd-ion-mhic-alifter, or Farraline’s tribe : and from the
1545, till the forfeiture of the Lovat eftate in the 1746, the
ftate of the Highlands requiring much the attachment of
vaffals znd tenants to their chief, Stratherrick was more
confidered as a nurfery of men, than as yielding much pe-
cuniary emolument to the Lovat family. Some of them
received feu-rights of certain parts of the country, and all
the younger fons, pofleffled of any funds, obtained proper
-wadfets of their relfpeftive pofleflions; and in the genecral
valuation of the county for afcertaining the land-tax, in the
1691, every wadletter is rated in the fame manner with the

heritors.
In
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of Bolefkine and Abertarf. 23

In all contefts betwixt the Lovat family, their neigh-
bours, and others, the Stratherrick tribes were ready upon
the firft fummons to efpoufe the caufe of their chief; and as
every tribe arranged itfelf under its particular leader, the
county of Stratherrick exhibited a {pecies of military fu-
bordination. If any difpute happened among individuals
in the country, it was generally terminated by the ftrong-
hand, or the baron-baillie placed there by the Lovat fami-
ly, who was vefled with the extravagant jurifdition of the
times, As the wadfetters had the lands on very moderate
conditions, the principal rent demanded by them from their
fub-tenants and cottars was military attendance, and their
aid and afliftance in fuch agricultural and rural fervices as
was neceflary for the wadletter’s accommedation,

Till the beginoing of this century, the whole heritors and
wadfetters in this parifh, lived in houfes, compofed of cup-
ple trees, and the walls and thatch made up of fod and di-
vot ; but in every wadfetter’s houfe, there was a {pacious hall,
containing a large table, where he and his family and de-
pendants eat their two meals a-day, with this fingle diftinc-
tion, that he and his family fat at the one end of the table,
and his dependants at-the other; and it was reckoned no
difparagement for the gentlemen to fit with commoners in
the inns, fuch as the country then afforded, where one cap,
and afterwards a fingle glafs, went round the whole com-
pany. JAs the inhabitants experienced no want, and gene-
rally lived on the produce of their farms, Ehey‘ were holpi-
table to flrangers, providing they did not attempt a fettle-
ment among them. But it was thought then dilgraceful fos
any of the younger fona of thefe wadfetters, to follow any
other profeffion than that of arms and agriculture ; and itis
in the remembrance of many now living, when the meaneft
tenant, wounld think it difparaging, to {it at the {ame table
with a manufaéturer. In progrefls of time, however, thefe

p rejudices
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prejudices gave way to ideas, more fuitable to an improved
ftate of fociety.~—This country is naturally divided by ri-
vers, hills, and moors, into a-variety of feftions, and each of
thefe admitting of fome agricultural coltivation, have been
computed by the inhabitants into davechs, half davochs, or
plough-lands, being the fourth part of a davoch, according
to their extent ; each half davoch-land was again fubdivided
into eight parts, commonly called aughten-pal;ts, and agree-
able to the regularity and order which the Author of Na-
ture has obferved in all his operations. The whole coun-
try, with two exceptions, confifls of a variety of half davach-
lands, each of which was let or difponed by the Lovat fa-
mily or their chamberlain to a wad{etter or principal tack{-
man, and had no concern with the fub-tenantry ; each {ub-
tenant had again a variety of cottars, equally unconneéted
with the principal tackfman ; and each of thefe had 2 num-
ber of cattle of all denominations, proportional to their re-
fpeftive holdings, with the produce wherepf he fed and
clad himfelf and whole family. As there were extenfive
fheallings or grafings attached to this country, in the neigh-
bourhood of the lordfhip of Badenoch, the inhabitants in the
heginning of fummer removed to thefe fheallings with their
whole cattle, man, woman, and child; and 1t was no un-
common thing, to obferve an infant in one creel, and a ftone
on the other fide of the horfe, to keep up an equilibrium ;
and when the grals became {carce in the theallings, they
returned again to their principal farms, where they remain.
ed while they bad fufficiency of pafture, and then, in the
fame manner, went back to their fheallings, and obferved
this ambulatory courfe during the feafons of vegetation ; and
the only operations attended to during the fummer feafon
was their peats or fuel, and repairing their roftic habita-
tions. When their fmall crops were fit for it, all hands de-
fcended from the hilfs, and continued on the farms till the

iame

= The Unilversity of Ecinburgh
The Uniiversity of Glasgow



of Bolefkine and Abertarf. 35

fame was cut and fecured in barns, the walls of which were
generally made of dry flone, or wreathed with branches or
boughs of trees; and it was no fingular cuftom, after harveft,
for the whole inhabitants to return to their fheallings, and
to abide there till driven from thence by the {fnow. Du-
ring the winter and fpring, the whole pafturage of the coun-
try was a common, and a poind-fold was a thing totally un-
known. The cultivation of the country was all performed
in {pring; the inhabitants having no tafte for following
green crops or other modern improvements.

Alteration fince 1746.—From the year 1746, the minds of
the inhabitants feemed to have taken a different turn; thé
wadletters, finding no longer the importance of their fub-te-
nants, cottars, and dependants; withdrew their former fami-
liarity and proteftion ; and thefe thereupon imbibed a {pi-
rit of independence ; and trufting to their own indufiry and
exertions, many of them quitted their native country, for a
better mode of living ; and thofe who remained, being now
obliged to pay money-rent in place of their former fer-
vices, became more attentive to the cultivation of the foil.
The wadfetters rights, having been all redeemed by the
Crown, while in pofleflion of the Lovat eftate, became then
fenfible of their precarious tenures, and exacted from their
tenants an additional rent, proportioned to the value of their
pofieflions ; and it muft be acknowledged, that this change
of iyftern made a great alteration on the appearance of the
inhabitants 3 they no longer were feen at church or market
with garments the produce of their own theep, fpun by
their wives and daughters, and the fimpie fare of their an-
ceftors entirely loft its relifh ; the labourer increafed his de-
mand of wages ; and the principal tackfman, thereby find-
ing the returns from his holding not to bear proportion to his
wants, bethought himf{elf of a different plan of management,

Vor, XX. B and
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36 Statiftical Aeccount

and exchanged his former tenants and dependants for a flack
of fouth country fheep. This ftep, althe’ it had the appear-
ance of great rigour, has turned out much to the advantage
of the tenantry, who thereupon retired to the town of In-
vernefs; and applying themfelves to induftrious labour in
the two manufaltories there, they thereby net only impro-
ved their living, but were enabled to give education and
trades to their children, fome of whom are now fending
grateful remittances from diftant climes. The introduétion
of fheep, though it at firflt had only the effeét of banithing
the {mail tepantry, will, if fuccefsful, in a few years have the
fame tendency towards the principal tackimen ; and this
once populous country will then exhibit the fame fvene of
depopulation as we behold in the borders of this part of the
united kingdoms : at fame time, the fuccefs of this new plan
appears problematical, from the ftate of the climate, which
we fhall now attempt to defcribe.—But we mufl here, in
treating of this parifh, make a diftinétion betwixt the parts
of it to the eaft of Suichuiman, and thofe to the weftward ;
the latter [hali be denominated Abertarf, and the former

Stratherrick.

Climate~The country of Abertarf, containing an exten-
five plain from the welt end of Lochnefs to the bounds of
the parith of Kilmanivaig, is hardly 30 or-ya.feet above the
level of the fea; and owing to this circumftance, as well as
to the temperature of the lake, it is very iittlc addiéted to
any lafting fnow ; but from its contiguity to the Weftern
Ocean, much more liable to floods of rain than the eaftern
part of the parith.—Btratherrick, rifing gradually from the
siver Tarf to an altitude of 400 or oo feet above the level
of the lake, with the exception only of the principal refi-
dence of the family of Foyers, and fome .other pofleflions

on the banks of the lake, being nearly the central point be-
twixt
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of Bolefkine and Abertarf. 2

ewixt the ealtern and weftern feas, is not liable to inceflant
rains ; but, from its being furrounded with very high hills,
it is mot only accuftomed to an early fall of fnow, bur it is
in the remembrance of many perfons now in life, to have
feen the country for 6, 8, and g weeks, in fuch a flate that
not a tuft of heather was to be feen, It is true, this has not
been the cale for feven or eight years bygone, but who can
venture to fay that thefe feafons may not again recur; and
as the produce of the country in corn and hay could not
fubfiit its prefent immenfe flock of the woolly fpecies for
one week, the queftion is, in that event, in what manner
they can be preferved from flarvation?

Soité—The foil in this parifh is of different qualities ; that
in Abertarf confifts, in the {urface, of light black mould, but
fandy in the bottom; and in melt years, from the great
motfture i1{Tuing from the rains and vapours, to which that
part of the parifh is generally liable, the growth of corn and
grafs 1s very abundant; but except early crops, it is very
fcldom got fafely fecured. In Stratherrick, except in the
few farms on the banks of Lochnefs, the {oil is of a quality
nearly approximating to mofs. On the fouth fide of the
country it is generally obferved that the furface is not above
a foot or 18 inches from the chingle; on the neorth, from
two to three feet deep; but as the whole united parilh is in-
terfeCted by a variety of rivers, the lands on the baoks
thereof are frequently found to contain abundance of clay,
which in many places is very pear the {urface ; and as thefe
rivers are permitted to flow in their natural direftion, with-
out any interruption, they frequently inundate the neigh-
bouring plains, and often lacerate and demolilh thofe parts
thereof contiguous to them ; and when thele overflows hap-
pen in the winter or fpring {eafons, before the crop is fown,
she eflelt thereof is greatly to ameliorate vegetation, and

thg
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28 Statiftical Account

the confequence is a redundant crop of corn; but when thig
happens after the {feed 1s 1n the ground, 1t generally proves
the deftruétion of the crop ; but the portions of lands, conti-
guous to rivers, always produce the moft exuberant crop of
natural hay and pafturage.

Aericultural Procefs.~ Although no parith is better fup-
phed by nature with limeftone, there being abundance
thereof in the lands of Foyers in Statherrick, and in Aber-
chalder in Abertarf, it is with regrer we muft mention,
that the fame has proved of very little benefit to the inha-
bitants of this parith. We do not learn that any part of
Adbertarf has been tried with lime as a manure, althongh
many of the farms are within a very little diftance of the
guarry. It is trae, Mr James Frafer, writer to the fignet,
proprietor of the lands of Gortuleg, has, within thefe g or
6 years, manured his ground with lime brought from the
quarries of Mr Frafer of Foyers ; from the ruggednefs of the
road, he is abliged tolead the lime-ftone on horfes backs to his
farm, or places nearly contiguous thereto; and ashe hasabun-
dance of convenient fuel, he is enabled to burn them, in kilns
built in the corners of his fields, with lefs expence than any
of his neighbours ; and although the confequential returns of
green crops, potataes, and corn, greatly exceeds what is
plual in that country, the great expence of procuring this
manure, does not feem to afford fufficient encouragement, for
his example admitting of imitation; but probably the he-
ritor of this quarry, may Iay' down a plan, for difpofing of
the raw materals, at a moderate rate, for a {pecific number
of years, and bis neighhourg may thereby be induced to
make {ufficient roads to the quarry, and thereby, with all
local inconveniences, make a trial of this fpecies of manure,
efpecially as the country abonnds in variety of moffes,
which has now been found by experience to be an excel-

lent
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lent fubje& of improvement, when drained and fufficiently
mapured with lime. It fhould not be omitted, that fome of
the Prim:ipal tackimen in this country, haye of late years
been in the praftice, of ploughing their ground, in the latter
end of harveifl, and beginning of winter ; but the generality
of fub-tenants continne the old mode of labouring, which,
fo far as we have been able to learn, was as follows: When
a field was 3, 4, or § years lea, and failed to produce any
grafs, if calculated for bear, it received one ploughing =s
foon after harvelt as was convenient, and in fpring it was
fpread over with a compoft of old divot, fod or turf, and
dung, and in the beginning of fummer the lands were a fe-
cond time ploughed, and fown with bear, and afterwards
yearly with black oats, while it yielded any tolerable pro-
duce: if unfit for bear, it was zautbed in the preceding
fummer, or covered with the fame compoft as above-men-
tioned during the winter, and fo on lucceffively cropt with
oats, every following year, in manrner above fpecified ; and
it was Ro uncommon praétice, for a farmer to take 5 or 6
fucceflive crops of oats from the fame field ; the reafon af-
figned for this frequency of crops is, that the feverity of the
winter ftorms rendering it neceflary for the inhabitants to
houfe their cattle, it was expedient, by every method, to pro-
vide the means of their fubfiftence.

Produce~The grain of this conntry, was ancient]y bear
and black oats; and before the introduftion of fheep, the
country abounded in black cattle, and on them the tenants
¢hiefly relied for payment of their rents; and we have been
affured, that the number of cattle annually fold from this pa-
rifh, would exceed 8cc. In Abertarf, from the mildnefs of
the climate, thefe cattle were often difpoled of esrly in the
year; but in Stratherrick they were fo reduced during the
gourfe of the winter, as not to be faleabletill the months of

Auvgafl
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Auguft or September. Bat as more than three-fourths of this
parifh s now covered with fheep, the number of black cattle
is propertionably diminifhed ; and it may be fafely compu-
ted, that there are now fold annually from this parifh from
2000 to 3000 fheep and wethers. Within the laft 30 years,
the tenantry in general have run much vpon potatoes, and
in the country of Abertarf, this article of late years confti-
tutes the principal part of their crop; and in Stratherrick,
although a hilly country, every tenant and cottar has a pro-
portion of his ground planted with this valuable root ; and
it fhould alfo be recorded, that two heritors of this country,
having of late years been at confiderable expence, in clear-
ing their grounds of floaes, Ievelling the fame, by removing
the banks or interflices, vulgarly called merins, which are
now frequently to be feen in the unimproved part of the
country, building dikes, 8&c. have alfo intreduced a rota-
tion of crops ; the firft by fowing turnips, following that
with bear and grafs-feeds ; and it is to be hoped, that thefe
fuccefsful attempts will become hereafter an objeét of imi-
tation.—Mr Frafer of Gortuleg haviag about 4 years ago
imported a fpecies of grain called red oats, branght fram the
neighbourhood of Edinburgh, he has had fuch profperous
returns, that maft of the tenants ip the country, to whom he
is {o obliging as communicate what can be {pared of the
produce, now yrefer this grain to the black oats ufed by
their anceftors, as it is not only found to produce a redund-
ant crop of {traw, but to ripen as early as the native grain
of the country; hut it would appear from the trials made,
that this grain deteriorates in two or three years trial, and
therefore a triennial importation would feem proper and
peceflary. Mr Frafer has allo inclofed feveral of his fields

with thorn hedges, which are in a thriving condition.
The natural wood of this country is chiefly birch, allar,
angd hazel; but from the great trunks found in al} the
moflfes,
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mofles, there feems no doubr, that the face of the country
was anciently covered with fir and ocak trees. The twe
sbove-mentioned heritors, of late years, have much impro-
ved the face of that part of the country where they refide,
by large plantations of fir, larch, &c. &c.

So far as have been difcovered, there appears to have
been no minerals of any value in this country, excepting
the lime-ftone quarries on the eftate of Foyers and Aber-
chalder, as already noticed.

This country, does not appear ever to have been an ob-
1e&, for any great man to fix his refidence 1n, and therefore,
we can trace no remains of any edifice worthy of obferva-
tiom But it would be wrong to omit mentioning the cele-
brated fall of Foyers, which is fituated in this parifh, and
the beautiful ride from Invernefs to this cafcade, amidil a
{mooth road, cut through tremenduous rocks, and fthaded by
a natural hedge betwixt the fame and Lochnefs, which, to-
gether with a variety of icenery prefenting itfelf amidft
the thundering noife of the calcade, has frequently engaged
the admiration of travellers,

The garrifon of Fort-Auguftus, fituated at the weflern
end of the loch, on 2 plain of no inconfiderable magnitude,
having the river Tarf on the fouth-eaft, the river Oich to
the weil, and on all fides furrcunded with hills towering te
an extravagant height, has often been admired for the. va-
riety of the landlcape ; and as it lies in the centre of com-
munication betwixt the Weftern Ifles and the South, feems
fufficiently calculated for the eftablifhment of a market, for
the {everal produce of thefe countries ; and it is hoped, that
the one lately attempted there, will, in time, prove of much
public utility,

Were we to deferibe the various glens and valleys which
are to be feen in this parifh, it would prove more z degree

of partiality to our native country; than any benefit and
amufement
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acmufement to the reader. But it would have been unpat.
donable, to negleét giving a fhort defcription, of the pro-
duttive thealling or grazing called Killin: It is totally con.
cealed from the few firangers who are pleafed to vifit the
inhabitants, being {urrounded with hills of an immenfe
aititude, and the accels to it {o rugged, as frequently to en-
danger the lives of infants, when tranfported thereto in
manner above deflcribed. It is bounded on the eaft by a
Jake, from whence iffues the principal river compofing the
Fall of Foyers; on both fides of this loch the recks defcend
with fuch incenceivable gradation as hardly to be paffable ;
on the north fide it is {o fleep that it is denominated Eakin,
or Neceflity, implying the great difficulty of pafling that
way ; on the fouth-fide called Craggin, or Rocky ; and not-
withitanding all the attempts by the inhabitants to render
it paflable, it in fome parts only contains a path of two or
three feet in breadth; and if a horfe ftumbles, or is in the
Jeaft affrighted, it tumbles down by a precipice into the
deepeft part of the lake, and melancholy inftances of this
kind have fometimes occurred. When we come to the end
of this curious path we are ftruck with amazement ; behold
a valley covered with all fpecies of verdure, a computed
mile in length, and a half mile in breadth, bifeéted by a ri-
ver flowing in a meandrous courfe, compofed of a variety
of ftreams defcending from the hills at the wefter end ; and
on all fides the ground, rifing by imperceptible progreffion
to the clouds, appears green to the very fummit. To this
fhealling, the inhabitants, in ancient times, performed their
periodical migrations in manner above defcribed ; but fince
the introduétion of theep, the fame has been moftly detach-
ed from the former pofleflors, and is now principally inha-
bited by [hepherds and their flocks.

This parith abounds in a variety of lakes, viz. Lochfar.

raline, Lochgarf, the two lakes of Knoky, Lochtarf, Loch-
killin,
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killin, &c. 8&¢c. and abound in a variety of fifh, which has
frequently proved the amufement, and a delicious repaft, to
{trangers, as well as to the natives.

The manners of the inhabitants of this parifh have under-
gone a material change within thele 5o years; belore that
period they lived in a plain fimple manner, experienced
few wants, and pofleffed not the means, nor had any
defire, of procuring any foreign commeodities. If they had
falt and tobacco, paid their pittance of rents, and performed
their ordinary fervices to their fuperiors, and that their con-
duét in general met their approbation, it feemed to be the
height of their ambition ; but this chain of attachment lm;.'ing
been locfed, if not difmembered, by the abolition of heri-
table jurifdi&ions, 8zc. which foom fucceeded the lament-
able troubles of the years 1445 and 1746, the better fort or
principal tackimen having become more indifferent zbout
their inferiors, this infpired them with a fpirit of independ-
ence. But though they have fhaken off the prejudices of
clanith chivalry, the impreffion of attachment to their na-
tural fuperior is not totally defaced; for upon 2 late occa-
fion, when their young chief had a call for men, in loyal
fuppert of his King and Con{litution, it is a recent fad&, that
the heritors and priacipal tackfmen of this diftriét heild a
meeting, and aflefled themfclves in men or money accord-
ing to their {everal abilities : Their effort was abundantly
fuccefsful, without any breach of law or good order, and
their example tended much to accélerate the national levy
thereby intended ; and if the heritors of this country, will
but perfevere in treating their inferiors with the fame ten-
dernefs, humanity, and {ympathy, which they have hither-
to experienced from the reprefentatives of the firlt family
in this diftrict, we flatter ourfelves, that we fhall not fee a
final period, to this fpecies of reciprocal fenfibility, which
probably, in a greater degree, is to be found among the

Vor. XX. E Aborigines
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Aborigines of this diftri&, than in that more eligible country
in which, after guitting this pariih, they eftablifli their fet-
tlement; and were it not reckoned a digreffion from the
fubje@ of the prefent eflay, we would exprefs our admira-
tion, to behold the attachment the natives of this country
bear to their matale folum ; that after wafling the prime of
life in foreign climes, and in fervices honourable to them-
felves, and ufeful to their country, they limit their ideas to
that domeftic retirement, which has produced fo many
fcenes of beauty and improvement, as in our vifit to that
dift:1&t, the eyes are conflantly firuck with ; and when we
are informed, that their tenures are by no means of a per-
manent nature, proteélion, united with aﬁ'ahilit}r and com-
placency on the ore hand, and implicit confidence on the
other, excites cur wifhes that fuch principles were to be-
come more general throughout the nation,

Having already obferved, that in the days of old, the
whole paflurage of this country, after concluding the har-
vell, was a {pecies of common, we muft not forbear to
mention, that in modern times the prallice is widely diffe-
rent; every tenant now-a-days is attentive to preferve his
own bounds; and as the principal farms were fome years 2g0
granted under leafes of 19 years endurance, with a Jimited
obligation to recompenfe the tenants for certain improve-
ments, this has produced feveral inclofures of various kinds ;
and though we cannot but admire the tafte with which
fome of them have been executed, they have a tendency to
divert the eye from the native deformity of the {urface.
This emboldens us to fay, that if heritors in general were
more liberal in their encouragement to the tenantry, and
were they relieved from thofe fetters which their anccftors
had impofed upon them, frequently beyond their abilities,

that we would foon cbferve an exuberance of produce, and
thof:-
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thole {cenes of beauty and wrbanity, which firike us with
pleafure and admiration in many improved diftrifts of Scot-
land.

This parifh, being firuated in a part of the great opening
betwixt the weft and the fea, denominated of old Glenn-
more-na-h'alabin, or the Large Glen of Caledonia. It may
not be impertinent to this fubjeét, to notice, the evident pab-
lic utility that would refult, by opening a communication, by
water, betwixt the Murray Frith at Inverpnels and the
branch of the Weftern Ocean at Fort-William. The Author
of Nature feems to have intended this as a prafticable mea-
fure ; the diftance, taken in a ftraight direction, does not much
exceed 5o miles; of this, Lochnels, Lochoich, and Lochlochy,
all. fit for navigation, make up betwixt 30 and 40; and
though we cannot venture to prognofticate, that the expen-
diture of umiting thefe lakes would return an immediate re-
compenfe, we muft beg leave to fignify cur belief, that the
employing the excreflive wealth of this country in fuch ope-
rations, wounld, in procels of time, redound more to the na-
tional advantage, than the fporting thereof in fpeculative
fchemes on tranfalantic plantations, liable to the deftru@ive
wnroads ef Charibs, &c¢. &c.

We cannot entertain a doubt, that it muft be ths blame of
the heritors, if the tenantry of this parith, fo near to inex-
hauftible lime-quarries, will not, in time, imitate the fhe-
cefsful experiments already made, of ameliorating the pro-
duftive value of their feveral tenements. But whether this
mode will be found 1o yield a gre'a;tér revenue to the land-
holders than covering the whole country with flocks of
fheecp, 13 beyond our sbilitics to determine; but we may
with confidence affirm, that this mode can” alone feflore the
decreafe of population of this country, which f..:.lls in courfe
of our plan now to be flated. ! | o

Formerly, Abertarf was inhabited by the numerous and

h:u'ti.f
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hardy tace of the names of Macdonald, Macgruers, Kenne-
dies, and Frafers, and fome of the principal zowns or farms
poflefied by gentlemen of much eflimation in the countryjz
but this part of the parifh having, within thefe 30 years,ex-
changed its proprietors, it is now almoft totally under fheep,
and hardly contains the tenth part of its former inhabitants;
and fome parts of the country of Stratherrick, having been
converted into fheep-walks, has confiderably reduced the
wvamber of its people : So that in exhibiting the following
flatement, taken from a late accurate invefligation, we re-
gret much to find it confiderably fhort of the ancient inha-
bitants it formerly contained. In Dr Webiter's report,
annd 1755, the number of fouls is {ated at 3961. The pa-
rith at prefeat contains 378 families, but of thefe at leait 18
are connefted with the garrifon of Fort-Augultus, and 7c
invalids, who all live in the fort; and the number of inha-
bitants, (including invalids), in the whole parifh, amounts
only to 174%; making a decreafe of 220 fouls. From the
number of men who have inlifted in his Majefty’s fervice,
in the courfe of the prefent war, it may be affirmed, that the
proportion which the female fex, bears to that of the male,

is from 3 to 2.

School—The only fource of education the inhabitants of
this parith have hitherto enjoyed, was a {choolmafter efla-
blithed by the Society for Propagating Chriftian Knowledge,
in the village of Fort-Auguftus, who has had frequently
from 70 to 8o and 100 fcholars ; but, in refpeék there have
not hitherto been any parochial fchoolmafler eftablithed in
this diftri&t, that inftitution has lately been withdrawn ; but,
23 we underfland, that the whole heritors of this parifh, are
unanimous in their wifh to have this defett remedied, we
hope fuon to fee that ufeful appointment revived under the

patronage of the Henourable Society; and it may with con-
_ - fidence
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fidence be afferted, that no place in the north country ftands
more in need of fuch an inflirution, Acx prefent, fuch of
the tenants as have ability, fend their children to diftant
places, for the means of &ducation ; but thofe of the poorer
fort, muft neceflarily be void of any Ipecies of literature,

For what reafon we cannot aflign, but we do not find that
there has been any regular baptifmal regifler, kept in this
parith, for many years paft.

Remt.—The valued rent of this parifh, as appears from
the general valuation-beok, made up in the 1691, amounts
to L. 3295 : 3 : 4 Scotch; but what the real rent of it mayv
be, or how far the fame may admit of increafe, or be liable
to diminution, a circamftance depending upon the prefent
ipeculation of ﬂl::Ep-fanning, is what we cannot take upon
us to afcertain,

Church and Manfe.—~The prefent incumbent has a com-
modious muanfe, and a large church, which would contain
the whole of the inhabitants of this parifh, built and ilated
about 30 years ago. Thefle underwent a late reparation, at
a confiderable expence to the heritors; but, from the ex-
pofure of both thefe edifices to the violence of the florm,
they will almoit require an annual repair, for which there
was a fund eflablifhed at the laft prefbytery vifitation,
which, if wifely applied, may in future relieve the heritors
from a great expenditure, imjlar to what they were lately
pat to.

Stipend.~S0 far as we can learn, the old flipead payable
to the clergyman was L. 75 Stetling, including communion+
elements; but, by a late augmentation, it was increafed to
L. 105 Sterling, and is all payable in money, there being no
viftual rent in this parith. The minifter has no other farm,

in
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in addition to his glebe, excepting 2 fmall grafing on the Ln
vat eflate, for whlch he pays 2 moderate rent.

Charailer.—The inhabitants of all ranks, are very regu-
lar in their attendance on divine worfhip ; but we regret to
mention our informatien, that the lower fet, are apt to af-
femble in the evening at whifky-houles : the late parliamen-
tary prohibition to diftillation, has brought about a great re-
formation in this refpeét, having almoft annihilated thefe
nuifances of retail, and we hope never again to obferve, fuch
frequent violation of morality and decency in this parifh.

Herstors—Befides the Lovat family, there are fix other
proprictors, each of whom poffefles a feparate mill; and
there are three mills on the Lovat property in this parifh.

Antiguity.—We do not know of any monument of anti-
quity worth the mentioning, excepting that, on the eaft
confines of this parifh, there is a towering hill of great alti-
tude, and difficulty of accefs on all fides, which, in the Gae-
lic language, is called Dunardile, on the fummit of which
there appears the remains of an old fortification ; and we
are informed that a fimilar tower is in the fame dire@ion,
contiguous to the houle of Invergarry, in the parith of Kil-
manivalg; and the tradition of the country is, that thefe
hills were watch-towers for giving fignals upon the ap-
proach of an enemy, which was done by large fires, com.
poled of wood and other combuftibles, and this feems to
correfpend with the Gaelic etymology of the appellation,
dun fignifying a hill, ard high, and Jyi? Carnochs, or fol-
lowers of a tribe.

Police.~~We cannot conclude this narrative, without ob.

ferving, that though few of the heritors refide in this pa-
rifh,
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rifh, the principal inhabitants pay great attention to the
police, {uch as eftablilhing conftables, holding regular meet-
ings of Jultices of the Peace, for condulling and repairing
the highways, 8&c. &c.; and though it mult be acknow-
ledged, that {everal miftakes are committed in forming their
plans, yet, if the {kill and experience of the gentlemen of
this parifh was equal to their patriotic zeal, no diftriét
would be better {upplied with thefe means of public accom.
modation.

NUM-
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