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NUMEER X
PARISH OF COLLAGE,

(County oF PrrTH, SYNOD OF PERTH AND ST:RLIHE;
PresaYTERY OoF PERTH).

By a friend to Statiftical Inguirits.

OLLACE, the etymology of which is uncertain, lies
, - on the north fide of the Bidla ridge of hills, 7 miles

north-eaft of Perth, and 6 fouth-fouth-weil of Cupar; in
the prefbytery, fynod, and county of Perth; ‘bounded, on
the well, by the parith of St Martiu ; on the north and eaft,
by Cargill ; on the fouch eaft, by Abernyte; on the fouth
and fouth-weft, by Kinnaird and Kiln{pindie; being about
2 miles in length, and as much n breadth.

Appearance, Soil, ¥9¢.—The northern divifion of this 'pa..
rith, tolerably uniform, and rifing gently towards the hills,
confifts, partly of a light black' loam, parily of mortar,
on 2 bottom of till, and partTy of fandy and mofly trafks, of

ne
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236 Statiftical Account

no great extent. The difkri€t fouthward of the church, forme
a portion of the elevated ridge already mentioned, which,
with Httle interruption, extends from FPerth, eafl-north-eaft,
to Red-head, a promontory on the coaft of Anguns. The
acclivity of thofe hills fronting the north, is in fome places
improved, and in others yields tolerable paftures: but the
fummit is every where covered with thort heath, Dunfin-

nan hill execepred.

Population.—The population of Collace will appear from
the following Statiftical Table :

Number of inhabitants in the parilh, - 473
males, B - 24§
females, " - 228
widowers, - - - Q
widows, - - 16
— farmers, - - 14
inconfiderable ténants; - " Bg
- cottagers, - - F L
fervants, males, - 4%
females, - 41
minifter, . - I
fchoolmatter, - - 3
— gardener, - - X
mafons, - “ z
weaver-apprentices, - 6
r——re thoemakers, - - 3
tailors, - - 4
wrights, - - &
flax-dreffers, - 5
mineﬁ, - - 2
day-laboarers, . | 3
e ~ retailer of ale and whilky, - X

- " Number
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Number of merchants, - - 3
butcher, - - x
fmiths, - - 2
WCAVErS, - - 4%y

The number of inhabitants below 10 13 93 ; between 10
and 20, 68 ; 20 aod j§o, 211; 50 and 70, 97; 9o and 8o,
23; 8o and go, 1. About 12 years ago, the number of
births annually was 10, of marriages 3, of deaths 8, In the
years 1790, 1791, and 492, there were, at an average, 18
births, 4 marriages, and 12 deaths yearly. So that popula-
tion, in this parifh, is gradually increafing, which is owing,
principally, to the encouragement given by the proprietor
to farmers and tradefmen of every denomination. There
are 11% inhabited houfes, including one lint and one comn-
mill. Two fmall villages lie at the foot of the hills, viz.
Collace, fitnared on a rivulet, and Kinroffie, on elevated
ground, not far frem the charch,

Agriculture, ¥ c.—~Improvements in agriculture are car.
ried on, in this parifh, with great ardour and fuccefs. A-
bout 2o years ago, a confiderable proportion of it confifted
of out-ficld, which, though very improveable, was held gra-
#is by the tenants, and, on that account, was negletted. E-
very farm was then compofed of detached ficlds, or feveral
were blended together in run-rig; which were effeétual bars
to improvement. On his acceffion to the efate, Lord Dun-
{innan, fole proprietor of the parilh, formed a judicious ar-.
rangement, which h#s been produétive of the moft beneficial
effcéts. The lands are now divided into regular-farms, and
pattly incloied ; and a certain quantity of out-field is allot-
ted to every farm. Handfome farm-houfes have been built;
fome of them at the proprietor’s expence, and others by the

tonapt.. Seven of the farm-houfes are built of ftone and
lime,

1]

& Thie University of Edénbargh
The University of Glasgow



238 Statiftical Aceount )

lime, and covered with flate ; and the refl, evert thofe ocen-
pied by tradelmen, are fufficiently neat sand commodicus.
A free houfe and garden is affigned to every aged and in-
firm perfon, who is incapacitated for the duties of altive hife,
and unable to procure.fubfiltence by labour.

Dunfionan-houfe, the proprietor’s refidence, is pleafantly
fitnated, in the north-wefl corner of the parilh, on a gentle
eminence, 7 miles from Perth, to the north of the turnpike
road which leads to Cupar-Angus. It is well fheltered
from the northerly wind, by a large and thriving plantation
of foreft trees. The manfion-houde is elegant, and the ofhi-
ces are well built, hand{ome, and {pacious.

In that neighbourheod, feveral extenfive traéls, formerly
heathy and barren, are now enclofed, and in a ftate of high
cultivation.

In confequence of recent improvements, confiderable
guantities of fown grafs, turnips, potatees, and fax, befidés
oats and barley, are annually raifed. Some wheat is fown,
and yields moderate returss. The fcheme adepted by an
inrelligeme and enterprifing tepant is as follows: His farm
is {ubdivided into feven parts. The firft 19 fallow, well
prepared with dung, and a fufficient quantity of lime ; fe-
coud, barley or wheat; thmd, turnip, potatees, or peafe;
fourth, barley, with clover and rye.grafs; fifth, grafs ; fixth,
grafs ; {eventh, oms. The fuccefsful efforts of another te-
nant, moerit perticular notice. His fmszll farm, fome years
ige, confifted of fields, partly dry and flany, partly wet and
marfhy., This rude trafl, he enclofe@ by a fix feet ditch,.
drained by means of rumbling fewers, and ploughed for two
ot three years. When thoronghly pulverifed, he applied
lime, at.the rate of 40"balls of fheils per- acre, with as much
dung-as he conld procure. In.every field, thos prepared,
he fowed oass, and the year following, barley. . The-crape:
sn{wered his moft fanguine expeélation, and were remark-

sbly
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ably luxeriant. His fpccefs dire@ed the attention of other
farmers, to fields they bad negle@ed, and incited them 10
follow his example. Somé of the tenants, indeed, are not
fufficiently attentive to a regular rotation of crops; but all
of them are careful to extirpste noxicus weeds, pulverife the
foil, and apply proper quantities of lime, which i purcha-
fed at Perth, at the rate of xs. gd. per boll, of fhells, if
brought from Lord Elgin’s kiins; and 25. 4d. per boll, if
imported {rom HEnglamd. Two forts of bear, viz. barley
and chefter, are promilcuenfly uled by fome, and (epararely
by other farmers. Dutch oats were lately introduced, and
have two valuable properties, namely, they arrive fooner at
maturity, aod yicld a greater quantity of meal than the
common ozts. However, n3 they foon degenerate, and are
exfily fhaken by the wind, it 1s not likely that they will pre-
vail 1n this part of the country,

Prices of Farming Utenfils, Labour, and Provifions—The
prices of farming uten{ils, labour, and provifions, are nearly
the fame as in neighbouring diftrifts. There are 45 ploughs
in this parith ; 71 carts ; 114 horfes; and 304 black-catile.
The price of acart is L. § or L. 6 ; and of a plough, L., 17s.
Qat-meal, at an average, is 135. 4d. per boll; barley ditto,
8 5. 6 d.; peafe ditto, gs. 6d.; potatoes, 4s. Butter, g d.
per lib; cheefe, 3d.; byptcher-meat, 33 d. A hen cofis
1o d.; a chicken, 3 d.; & dozen eggs, 4 d. The wages of
2 male-fervant, exclufive of viftuals, are L., g a-year; of 2
femmale-fervane, L. 3, and L. 3, 10s. A day-labourer, in
{fummer, 8 d. and 1n winter, 6 d.; a hay cutter, 1s. 3d.; a
lint miller, 1 5. 4 d.; a taitlor, 6d. A male fhearer k.1, 6.
. during harvefl, or xs. per day; 3 femele 1635, 3d. during

harvelt, or g d. a-day. A rood eof Hater’s work is from 1635,
8d.to L. 1; a rood of mafon work from L.3x, 5s.toL. 1, 105,

£ foot of thatching s 6 d. or 5 d. A ditcher seccives froin
8 d.
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249 Statiftical Account

8 d. to 1o d. per rood, for a ditch of fix feet, Hedges are
cleaned, and young trees planted, at the rate of 10d. or 15

a-day.

Ecclefiaflical State.—The few following fats will thew
the ecclefiaftical ftate of Collace, as far as it is neceflary te
be exhibited in a work of this nature. The church, an old
and indifferent fabric, ftands on a rifing ground, about a mile
weftward of Dunfinnan hill. The manfe and offices, neat,
handfome, and commodious, were buiit A.-D. 1548, on a
new fite, nearer the church than the former manfe, which is
in the village of Collace. The ftipend is 93 bolls viéhual,
and L. § : 1t : 1{ Sterling, with a glebe of 74 acres. The
names of the miniflers, fince the commencement of this cen-
tury, are, Mt Smith; Mr Ramfay, fettded A, D. 2713; Mre
Faichney. 1739; Mr Kilgour, 1974 ; Mr Baird, 1775 ; Mr
Macliefh, 1783.

Poor.—In 1483, the poor’s funds did net exceed L. 84 ;
at prefent they are L. 141, 145. The poor are fupported
by colle¢tions in the church, mort-cloth money, and fome
feat-rents ; the annual amount of all which may be L. 15

Sterling.

Luarries and Roads.—A quarry, in the village of Col.
lace, was fuppofed, for many years, to have been exhaufted;
but workmen lately employed to explore it, found a bed of
excellent free-ftone ; and appearances mdicate abundance of
the fame valuable article in other parts of the parith. The
great turnpike-road from Perth to Cupar traverfes this
parith, in an oblique direftion. Other roads are repaired
by ftatute-labour, converted into money, at the rate of 8 s.
or 12 s. for every plough,

Antiquities.
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Antiguities.—~The moft noted remain of antiguity, is Mac.
beth’s Caftle, on Dunfinnan hiil, in the fouth-eaft corner of
the patilh. This remarkable hill is infulated, ani of an
oval form, with & flat and verdent fummit. The affent,
from the village of Collace, on the north-weft, is gradual;
and there fome veftiges of a winding road may ftill be tra-
On all vther fides, the hill is leep, and of difficult ac-
cefs, It is feparated from a hill on the eaft, by a narrow
valley, covered with verdure. The area on which the fort
ftood, being 168 yards in length, 100 in breadth near the
ealt, and 535 near the wefl extremity, was anciently envi-
roned by a wall of {tone, without cement. The entrance
inte the fort was at the north-eaft corner of the area. The'
no trace of the fort now appears, yet, it is probable, that
the foundation is entire, as the builling was confumed by
fire. It muilt, therefore, be the ardent wifh of every anti-
quary, that this fpot were thoroughly explored, Several
years ago, {ome gewtlemen, in digging a pit near the middle
of the area, dilcovered pieces of the bones of animals, brick,
and burnt corn. At a remote period, this was, no doubt,
one of the ftations whence fignals, on any alarm, were made
by fire. The ftory of the Ufurper’s defeat, flight northward,
and death at Lumphanan, is known to every reader conver-

fant in the hiltory of Scotland.

ced.
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242 Statiftical Account

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

RESPECTING THE

CASTLE or DUNSINNAN,

OR DUNSINANE,

And on the probability, that SHARESPEARE, bad colleed ory
the Spot, the Traditions of the Country refpelling Macketh,
and founded therean bis celebrated Drama.

By Sir JoHN SINCLAIR.

HE AUTHOR OF THE STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF

SCOTLAND, happened, anna x49%1, to take an excur-
fion to Perththire, and being accidentally led to vifit the re-
mains of Dunfinnan Caftle, took a fketch of them, as they
appeared at that time, and collefted all the traditions re-
fpecting the hiftory of Macbeth, that were current in the
neighbourheod. The ftory purported, that Macbeth, after
his elevation to the throne, had refided for 1o years at Carn-
beddie, in the neighbouring parith of St Martin’s, which
the country people call Carn.betd, or Macbeth’s Caitle,
and where the veftiges of his caftle are ftill to be feen,

During thofe times, witchcraft was very prevalent in Scot-
land,
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Jand, and two of the moft famous witches in the kingdom,
lived on each hand of Macbeth, one at Collace, the oiher
not far from Dunfinnan-houfe, at a place called the Cape *
Macheth, taking a {uperilitious turn, he applied to them for
advice, and by their counfel, he built a lofty caftle, upon
the top of an adjoining hill, fince called Dunfinnan, which,
in the Gaelic language, fignifies * Tbe bill of ants,” implying
the great labour and indufiry fo effentially requifite for col-
le&ing the materials of fo vait a building. It was by nature
ftrong, as well as fortified by art, being partly defended by
high outer rocks, and partly furrounded by an ocuter wall,
which enclefed a confiderable {pace of ground, for exerciﬁng
the men, &c¢. There was alfo a foflé, which joined the wall
and outer rocks, and a high rampart which environed the
whole, and defended the caftle, itfelf large and well fortifi-
ed. From the top of the hill, there is an extenflive view
of above 5o miles every way, comprehending Fifeihire,
the hilis in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, Glen-Almond,
Crieff, the hills in the neighbourhood of Blair-Arthol, and
Braemarr ; Strathmore alfo and a great part of Angus are
immediately under view. In fhort, there could not be a
more commanding fituation.

When Malcolm Canmore came into Scotland, {upported
by Englifh auxiliaries, to recover his dominions from Mac-
beth The Giant, as the country people called him, he march-
ed firft rowards Dunkeld, in order to meet with thofe friends
who had promifed to join him from the north. This led

. him

% The moor where the witches met, which is in the pariith of 5t Mar-
tin’s, is yet pomnted out by the country people, and there is a ftone 1till
preferved, which is called the wwiteber fone, The moor is now planted, by
William Macdonald, FEiq; of St Martin’s, the proprictor, and to whom alfo
Carnbeth, or Carnbeddie, belongs ; whofe adtive zeal in promoting the im.
provement of the Highlands, will long be remambered, in that part of the
kingdom, with much refpect,
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him to Birnam wood, where. accidenmally they were inde-
czd, either. by way of diftinétion, or from. fome other mo-
tive, to ornament their bonnsts, of to carry . aboit. with
them, in their hands, the branches of trees. The people in
the neighbourhood ftated, as the tradition. of the coanty YV
that they were diflin guifkedin this ficuation by:the {py, whorm.
Macbeth had ftationed to watch theis motions, He then began
te defpair, in, confequence of the witches predeftions, whe
had wamed him 1o beware “ when Bisnam wood (hould
* come te Dunfinane ;" and when Malcokm prepired to. at.
tacic the caftle, wheve it was princinally defended by the outer
rocks, he immediately deferted it, and fiyiag, ran up the
oppofite hil), purfwed by Macduif; but finding it impollible
te efoape, he: threw himfelf from. the top of the hill, was
killed upon the rocke, and buried. at. ks Lang Mon's
Grave®, ag it is culled, which is ftill extant. For the puo-
pole of giving a better idea. of ithefe circumftances, a flighe
and iseperfeét flietchy, drawn ap acthe time, is annexod.
Such: ware the traditions in the neighbourhood of Dun-
finnan.Cattle; in 1992 ; and ths reader will natursly- ba
firuck, with the refemblance between.them, and the celubrg-
ted play, which Shake{peare founded on.the hittory of Mwe-
beth: Thare is every realon, indeed,. to believe, that our
great dramatift was upon the {por himfelf, and was inlpi-
red with' fuok uhcommon paerical - powers, from- having
viewed the places, whiere the fcenes he drew, wére fuppe-
fed to have been tranfafted. In Guthrie’s Hiftory of Seot-
kand, vol. viii. p. 358. it is ftated, that, qzro 1590, King
James defired Elizabeth to fend hLim, in that year, a com-

pany of Engli‘ﬂi comedians, with which requeft {he compli-
ed,

®* Iv-ooildiee: worth while to examine thisl grava, as foore curigus fudts
wright be alcertaiged from it. It is prroper to add, that not fas from-it s the
road, where, according to the tradition of the copatsy peoplaj Dangong way
murdered. See the annezed {ketch,
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efl; and Jamed gave them w licence to 2 in his capital, and
before his Court. * I'have grestyeafon;” he adds, “ to think
“ that the immortal BHekefpesre wai-of the nunibér.” And
in the Statiftical Account of Perth; vol. xviil. p. §y22. we
are told; that plays were aftually exhibitediin Pecth; only a
few miles from Dunfinnan, ia x58g. It is extremely im-
probable, that the ocenrrences, as nerreted by Shakeipeat®,
and the traditions of the country, could have borne fo firoig
a refemblante, unlefi he had gathered: them upon the fpot
himfelf, or employed fome other perfon for that porpele.
The oply material difference is, thery according to-tradicion,
Macheth threw Himdelf from the top ofr & Tock ; but it wos
thuch more poetical, as narrated by Shakiefpoare; his. fxlliog
by the hands of Macduff, whom he had {o greatly imjured .

About the period alluded to, anno 1772, Itook much plea-
fare in tracing the antiqoities of Scotland, on the fpot where
the-different occurrences happened; but was too youtig, (be-
ing then only about 18 years of age), to do juftice to fuch n-
terefting inquiries. I have been tempted, however, from
the pecaliar hiftorical importance of the caftle of Dunfin-
nan, to ftate the {ubitance of the traditions I had collefted re-
fpefting it ; and perhaps it may not be improper to add, that
I found the traditions regarding the battle of Luncarty, and
other ancient events, much more diftinét and accurate than

is commonly imagined ; and, in general, authenticated by
the

$ Hikory narrates, that Macbeth was put to death at Lumphannan; but
the uaditiwon of the country is, thar he was killed and buried n the
neighbourhood of bis own caftle, It is fingular that Buchanan, in his Hi-
ftory, points out the ftoiy of Macbeth, as amnirably caleulated for the dras=
ma, Ihd Shakefpeare tahe the firft hint from, or give it to, the Scottifh hi-
ftorian 2 The idea of Shakefpeare having been in Scotland, is rendered fill
more probable, by the number of Scottith words and phrafes made uie of in
his plays, and alfo from his parody on the well known lines in the Scotch

ballad, beginning, * In diys when our King Robert rang,”
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- 246 Statiftical Account

the remains of encampments, the rains of caflles, the vefli-
ges of tombs, the appearance of mote-hills, or feats of ju-
ftice, and the names of plices, all affording concurring evi-
dence of their authenticity.

The circumitances rcgardmg the hattle- of Lum::arty, in
particular, were uncommonly minute and circumftantial,
The encampments of the Scottith and Danith armies *, the
place where Hay and his gallant fons refided, called Gul-
lan, a farm oppofite to Luncarty, the ficld they were
ploughing at the time, the ford where they croffed the
Tay, and the very fpot where they flopped and animated
their flying countrymen, 8cc. &c. were all pointed cut, by
old men in the neighbourhood, when examined by the Au-

thor, in 1%72.

% The place where the Danith army had encamped, was, qano 1992,
cilled Denmark,

N U M-
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