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NUMBER XVIL

PARISH OF BANTFF.

(CounTY oF BANFF, SYNGD OF ARERDEEN, AND
PRESBYTERY oF FORDYCE.)

By the Rev. Mr AnercroMBY GoRDoN.

Name.

THE town of Banff gives name to the county and pa-.

rith, in which it is fituated. Its etymology is vari-

oufly ftated, and indeed feems of little importance to trace.

By fome, the name is faid to be of Gaelic extrafton,

fignifying a place furrounded with high ground; but shis

interpretation apears too vague and general, and cannot
well be applied to a fitnation partly open to the fea.

Banff was a part of the ancient thanedom of Boin,
whence the name {eems to be derived. 1In fome old char-
ters it is fpelled Boineffe and Baineffe. The diftrift o Hoin
has probably received-its name from a confpicuous moun-
tain in the neighbourhood of Cullen, called the Binn, On

the
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310 Statiflical Account

the fouth fide of this hill, at Darbrich, the forrefter had
his dwelling ; and it is well known that the forreftry and
thanedom territory extended-thence to the borough lands

of Banff, divided only by the water of Boindic * ®

Sttuation and Exteat.—The fituation of this parifh is
fomewhat peninfular, being bounded by the river Dove-
ran on the ealt, which divides it from the parifh of Game-
ry ; and by the water of Boindie on the wefl, {eparating it
from the parifh of that name, On the fouth, it is bounded
by part of the parith of Alva; and on the north, by the
Murray Frith,

It belongs to the prefbytery of Fordyce, and to the {y-
nod and commiffariot of Aberdeen. This parith forms an
irregular obiong figure, firetching from north to fouth.weft
above fix miles ; and in breadcth meafures from one and an
half to two and an half miles. It may contaln about 12

fquare miles, and 768¢ acres.

Surface and Soil.—~The furface is in general beautifully
unequal, and rifes gradually to the fouth-weft. The nature
and quality of the foil are no lefs various. There are all
forts, the rich fertile loam, the deep ﬂr:}ng clay, the light
fandy field, and the thin gravelly bottom.

Sea-coaft and Riversi—"The {ea.coaft, for haif-a-mile wefi-
ward of the harbour, is bold and rocky.
Towards the water ‘of Hoindie it forms a fine fandy

beach, adjoining which is the links 4, affording an excel-
lent

* The follow.np, etymology is hazarded. Buiny or Boind:e is faid, 1o the
Caclie, to fignify a Lttle kill, and wn thes parith there are a great number of

1 ants and riling grounds,
knolls, mounts nnd rifing ground
t An extenfive dowe or »'ain by the {2 Gde, I known in Scotland by

the rame of 1Ly,
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lent field for the Lealthful exercifes of riding and the
golf,

The only river is the Doveran, which has us fource in
Aberdeenthire, and, winding through many fruitful and
highly cultivated plains, falls into the fea at Banff.

Stare of Property, Valued and Real Rents.—The Earl of
Findlater, the Earl of Fite, and Lord Banfl, are the prisci-
pal proprietors ; of whom, Lord I":f-: 15 the nniy rt:ﬁdmg
heritor. -

The valued rent of the landward part of the parifh 13
L.2313 Seots. The real rent, including the falmon-filhing
and town's lands, is eftimated at L. 45¢c0 Sterﬂng.

Buryb~~The town is fituated at the influx'of the viver
Doveran, on a fine declivity, opening to the 'eaft snd 'fouth-
saft; commanditig varions and delightful profpeéts. Tiom
the floping road, on the oppofite fide the river, the varie-
gated feenery which opens to the view is hig—hfj’ gravifying,
and never fails to artract the artention of ftrangers.

‘The noble manfion of the Earl of Fife, the' Mpacious
lawn and extenlive pleafute-grounds in his LordMip’s park,
the finooth flowing Doveran, with its flately bridge, the
town and caltle of Banff, the hay. harbour and fhipping, are
the ftriking olijefts which ut once prelent th:mfeh ¢s to the
eve, and charm cvery traveller of rafle, ' '

Banff is an ancient royalty, and'the eapiral of the county.
In conjunétion with Elgin, Cullen, Inverury, and Kintore,
it fends a Commiflioner to Parliament,

At what precile period it was ercited into a royal burgh
cannot be afcertained. According te tradition, it was
in the reign of Malcolm Canmore. It is, however, certain,
that Malcolm IV, called the Maiden/ was at Banff, A. D,
1163.

Vor. XX, S s William
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322 Statiftical Account

William the Lyon gives a toft and garden in the burgh
of Banff to his chaplain Archibald Douglas, bithop of Mo-
ray, A. D. 1165 ; and fimilar gifts are made to him in the
towns of Invernels, Nairn, and Cullen, all royal burghs at
this period.

King Robert Bruce confirms the privileges of royalty,
and . King Robert 1. 7th O&tober 2372, allo confirms the
fame, and fuch other privileges and liberties as were en-
joyed by the town of Aberdeen.

Thefe grants were followed by confirmations from King

James V1. and Charles I1.

Mounicipal government, t5c.~The town is governed by
a provoft, four bailies and twelve counfellors. Eight of
the old council are se-ele@ed, and the new counfellors are
chofen annually out of the merchant guild.brethren.

The annual revenue of the burgh amounts to L. 300

Sterling, arifing chicfly from feu-duties, rents of lands, °

thore-dues and petty cuftoms.

Alienation of Lands and Fifbings.—Such was the diftreffed
fitnation of the burgefies, A. ID. 1470, that, having no
power to increafe their revenues but by leale alone, the
managers of the town, without fraud, and upon their great
aith, with confent ef all and fundry neighbours of Banff, let
out to certain burpeffes, for 1g years, the whole of their
falmon-fithings, confifting of 12 nets, for the * infefting
“ and fundanation makkin of a perpetual chaplenary ®, to

“ fing in the Peil-heife 4 of the burgh, for our Sovereign
“ Lord

# Public Records.
t Pool-haven, where formerly boats and imall craft were generally

meored. It is mow the buning-ground, and was the fite of the old
churchs
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# Lard the King and Queen, their predeceflors and fuccel-
“ fors; for all Chriftiane foules; for the theiking of the
e« kirk with fclate, and the bigging of the tolbuthe, and for
¢ guhat the burgh has not fubftance.” Similar leafes were
probably granted until the year 1581, when George Ogil-
vie of Dunlugas, provoft, and his coadjutors in office, refol.
ved to feu to perpetuity. To this effeft they obtained a
charter from James Il. of Scotland, dated May g. 1581.
The preamble bears, that, “ for the advantage of the burgh *,
“ the cooncil had been in ufe of granting leafes of their
“ property to the refiding burgeffes ; that thefe leafes were
* now expired, and that the nobility in the neighbourhood
% {eeing the {ame, and hoping to acquire the profits, did
“ trouble and moleft the peace of the town, and gave no
““ reft to the people : therefore,” 8zc. K.

This charter was renewed on the King’s attaining the
age of 25 years, mutatis mutandis.

Having thus obtained a right to let out their property to
perpetuity, the guardians proceeded to exercife their powers,
John Baird, provoft, and the bailies of the town, (two of
whom conld not write), were among the commiflioners ap-
pointed ad bunc effeltum. Accordingly, A. D, 1595, * be-
* canfe of the warres and tronbles, the darth of the coun-
try, and fcantinefs of vi©tual, with exorbitant flents and
taxations for fupporting the warres, the public warkes, and
** uphading of the kirk, tolbuthe, and calfies, &c.; for re-
“ meid whereof, this empower to fet, fell and feu, the com-
mon land and falmon-fithings of the burgh, to merchant.
“ burghers, and a@tual refidenters.”

Thele magiftrates and com miflioners, in cgnfﬁqugncg of
their inftruftions, did accordingly let out to perpetuity, for

a fmall annual feu-duty, the greater part of their lands, and
the whole of their falmon.-fithings,

il

In

% Public Records.
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324 . stifticar Account

In the above-mentioned charter of x 592, the King, in or-
der to prt:f:rve the government of the town pure from any
mixture of ariffocracy, gives power to the council to dii-
pole of their property to refiding burgefles and thesr beirvs-
male only. Had this arrangement been cautioully executed,
the intentions of the original granters might have been ac-
complifhed ; but it is evident, that the ancient governors, if
not too attentive to their own intereilt, were at leall fome-
what negligent of the advantages of future generations.
Thus did the meafure defeat its own purpole, and produced
the confequences they withed to avoid; for though the
neighbouring nobility hawe not molefted the peace and quiet
of the inhabitants, they have got pofleffion of the property,
as the Earl of Fife has purchafled near three-fourths of the
whole, and the Earl of Findlater and Lord Banff a confider-
able part of the remainder. It was the remark of Dean
Swift, which the prefent fituation of this burgh firongly
confirms, that * great changes and alienations of property
¢ have cieated new and great dependencies.”

Duff Houfe and Park.—Duff Houfe, the principal feat of
the Earl of Fife, and the beautiful fcenery of his Lordthip’s
park, are well known to the tourift, and defcribed in the
journals of feveral celebrated travellers.

The houfe is a large quadrangular building, planned and
executed by the late celebrated Mr Adam.

The atrchitefture is fuperb, but the defign is not yet
completed. The original plan, which is truly magnificent,
may be feen in Wolf's Vitruvius,

Duff Houle contains feveral very elegant apartments, in
which is a great profufion of paintings, chiefly portraits.
Thofe particularly noticed by Mr Pennant, are, Frances
Duchefs of Richmond, a full length, in black, painted in

1633,
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1633, by Vandyck. Fine heads of Charles I. and his
Queen. A head of Duff of Corfindae. There are like-
wife a few paintings by Sir Jofhua Reynolds, and other
eminent mafters, | |

The library is a {pacious room, near yo feet in length,
and extending through the whole breadth of the building.
The books are numercus, and well felefted. In a [mall
apartment adjoining, is a cabinet, containing an extenfive
colle@tion of Roman and Britifh coins, medals, &ec.

Lord Fife's park and furrounding plantations meafure 14
miles in circumference.

The park 15 bounded by the two bridges of Banff' and
Alvah, and contains within its circuit a part of two coun-
ties, and four parilhes®*. The pleafure grounds are laid
out with much tafte and elegance. The walks are of
great extent and variety, fome winding beautifully along
the banks of the Doveran, and others leading off, in diffe-
rent directiosns, te wide and diftant plantations.

About three miles from the houfe, where the river is
confiderably narrowed by the lofty and impending craigs
of Alvah, a majeflic arch is thrown acrofs, which is highly
pifturefque. Here the view which prefents itfelf is pecu-
liarly wild and romantic. The fine windings of the river,
the rugged fcenery on either fide, the overhanging woads,
and,
the precipice abrupt,

Projefting horror en the blacken’d floed,
: TuonsoN.

form a landfcape truly grand, and worthy the pencil of a

Claude Lorraine.
;:e’grffﬂfr#rl

% Coupties of Aberdeen and Banfl, and the patithes of Banff, Gamrie,
Alvab and King Edward.

' The Uriversity of Edinburgh
Thie Universily of Glasgaow



326 Statéﬁ:‘mf Account

Agviculture and Improvements.—The ftate of agriculture
in this parifh continued ftationary for almoft a century pre-
ceding 1754

This faét is confirmed, by confidering that the land rent
fuffered little or no change during the above period. From
the proven rental in the former decreet of flipend, it ap-
pears, that the Jands belonging to the town paid no advance
of rent from 1635 to 1729.

The extenfive pafturage of the Gallow-hill, the property
of the town, was then rented at the pitiful fum of 10 merks
yearly.

In 1754, the town-council fened out thefe grounds te
the inhabitants at 3o0s. per acre, with a referve to them of
boying up the feu-duty at 25 years purchale.

Induftry, fuperior culture, the advantages of fea-weed,
and vicinity to the town, have now rendered what was ori-
ginally barren, fertile and produétive.

Thefe lands are regularly fubdivided, and inclofed with
fubftantial ftone fences, may be let from L.3 to L. 3 an
acre, and produce excellent crops of all kinds. A few
fields adjoining the town are rented fo high as L. g and
L. 6 per acre. Thefe are chiefly occupied by gardeners,
who ra:fe pot-herbs and other vegetables for the fupply of
the inhabitants.

About 40 years ago, potatoes and turnips were cultivat-
ed, as .are vegetables, in the garden, and were not brought
to market. INow, cattle are chiefly fed by turnip; potatoes
are frequently given to horfes, and are fold in great abun-
dance by the gardemers, and in the weekly markets, at 6d.
and 7 d. a peck, of 32 lbs weight.

It is a curious ful, that on the introdufion of this ufe-
ful root, the great landholders were alarmed left it thould
be the means of depreciating the value of grain, the ftaple

commodiry
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commodity of the country. The effelt, however, has been
the reverfe ; grain of all kinds being, for fome years paft,
in greater demand, and at higher prices, than at any former
period.

Prior to the year 1754, the praétice of winter-herding
was little known. No fooner was the harvell completed,
than the whole country became one great common, and every
farmer confidered he had an undonbted right to pafture his
flocks on bis neighbour’s fields. In thofe days, even the
beft farms were generally divided into what is called out-
field and infield; and both were wafted by an injudicious
mode of cropping. From this torpid {late the farmer was
roufed by the fpirited exertions of the late Earl of Findla-
ter, who happily introduced a new fyftem of farming in
this country. His Lordfhip, during his refidence in the
Callle of Banfl, having taken one of his farms into his own
pofleflion, determined to cultivate it after the moft appro-
ved methods then known in the kingdom. With this
view, he engaged an adtive and experienced overfeer from
England, to whom he devolved the management of this
farm, and in a few years improved it in a flile and manner
nnknown in this country ».

- Toconquer the power of habit, and eradicate ancient
prejudices, is often a fruitlefs attempt, and is a talk pecu-
tiarly difficult in effefting agricuitnral improvements. Such,
however, was the influence of his Lordihip's eminent ex-
ample as 2 farmer, joined to the judicious encouragement
which he afforded his tenants, that, in a few years, a {pirit
of indullry and enterprife pervaded all ranks of proprietors
und farmers in this country, and produced a firiking im-
_provement in the foil and appearance of this parith and

neighbourhood.
Lord

™

¥ See Agrcicultural Report of this courty, by M: X, naldlon,
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-

Lord Findlater was alio the hrlt who mitroduced, on a
large fcale, the pra&lice of fallow, and the ufe of lime, fow-
ing grafé-i&eds, turnip and other green crops; improvements
now generally adopted, and with great fuccefs. His Lord-
ihip*é improvements, with the general mode of farming
pra@ifed in this corner, will be found more fully detailed
in the Agricultural Reports of this county.

Farms~—The farms moft remarkable for beauty, extent
and improvement, in this parifh, are, Colleonard and Bein-
die Hills, belonging to Lord Findlater, and Blairthinnoch,
the property of Lord Banfl. The firft of thefe was one of
Lord Findlater’s experimental farms., 1t lies on a gentle
dedlivity, opening to the fouth, and commands a variety of
pleafing profpe&@s. The fields are laid out with much tafte
and judgment, inclofed and fubHivided with hedge-rows
and’ belts of thriving wood.’ Tt bears a fitriking refemblance
to a fine Englifh farm, and to thdfe who remember its for-
mier appearance, it feems altogether a new creation. The
farm of Blairfhinnoch contains about 4oo acres, and is ge-
nerally a produélive field.

Boindie Hills is chiefly occupied as a theep ‘farm, and
proves a very lucrative poffeflion to Mr Milne, affording
excellent paflure to a flock of 200 to 3ou-theep, chiefly ot
Englifh breed, and of the largelt fize. -

Ner, in this acconnt, mull we omit the litle farm of
Cowden -Knows ¥, diftant about a mile from the town, and
juftly celebrated for its rural beauty.

Actcrafled by its wild and fimple fcenery, the prefent te-
-nsat has chofen this ferme ornée as a fummer retreat.

From

® This 15 not {uppoled to be the fcene of the plaintive Scots Fallad.
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From his clay-built cottage, fituated on a rifing ground,
there is an extenfive view of the Murray Frith, of the lofs
ty mountains of Sutherland and Caithnefs, and warious

woodland profpedts.
This favoured fpot is preferved quite in the paftoral

{tile.
“ Here no rude ploughman fide-long lays the glebe,
“ Nor fower ftalks

“ With meafur'd fteps,
* Nor harrow follows, harfh, to fhut the fcene.”

THoMsoN.

The prefent occupier alpires not to the extravagant
praife which Dean Swift beftows on the man * who makes
“ one ear of corn to grow where there was none before.'”

Juvar arva viderc
Non rafiris hominum, non ulli obnoxia curze.

Virc. GEoraG.

Prices of grain, d&vc. at different periods—Meal was fold,
by contraét for feven years, at 8 s. 6 d. per boll, commen-
cing with crep 1458; at gs. for the fame period, commen-
cing with crop 1764; and at gs. 6d. from 1769. Ten
fhillings was confidered a reafonable price for a contra® of
feven years, commencing 1768. The medium price of
meal, for 20 years preceding 1782, was 11s. 75 d.; and
from that year to 1795, abont 13s. 2 d.

For fome years paft, oats have been fold at zs. 1 d. and
5. 2d. per ftone weight». Meal and barley have given
proportionably high prices. Such was the alarm ing defici-

Vor, XX, Tt ency

* The boll of oats fornetimes weighs 145, 15, and fometimes 16 frones.
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330 Statifiical Account

ency of crop 17935, that meal was fold in this parith at 21 5.
a boll of ¢ight ftones Dutch weight, and barley at 25 5. w.

Impfrmmﬂ

# Barley of a good kind generally weighs fiom 13 to 20 ftones per

baoll.

Owing to the late injudicious opening of the ports for importation, and

the threatening of a faither depieflion of the duftilleries, there is at prefent
an extraordinary flagnation 1n the fale of gramn, which muft be attended
with the moft ferious confequences to the farmer.

In feafons of plenty, the impelicy of opening the ports for importation

muft be abvious tn the humbleft capacity. When prices are low, in con-
fequence of fuch plenty, a bounty ought to be given upon exportation ; and
that bounty ought to be continucd until the price rifes to a certamn height.

Li
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¢ There muft he fomething very fedudtive, or very profitable, in the im-
portation of foreign grawn ; for all the luws that have hitheito been made
to prevent it, have been evaded ; and yet, except the importer, it 1s
clewrly againft the ioteieft of every other perfon n the kingdom - for it
is deftructive of our own agniculture ; and we have feen, fiom certan evi-
dence, that it rauies the prce of grawn upon the confumer.

« Wlale the aneient laws laud the country upen to the importation of fo-
reagn gramn, by imjudicions duties or refbictions upon omt own produce,
our farmers wete difpunted , a ot pait of the fodd lay without culture;
the price of gran was confenueatly Ligh 5 and pepulanon was reftrawn-
ed

« When the reftrictions were not only remaved, bat bounties given upou
the exportitivn of our exercleent ftock, by the adts of 1658 and 1700,
the happiedl effects were immodiately experienced . Thete laws acted like
magic ; our agriculture inmediately role, as fiom the dead ; population -
creafed ; and mftead of cating the hread of foreign nations, we not only
mamntawmed all our ownpeople, at alower rate than was eves known helore,
but the kingdom recerved an immediate addinon ot niches and firength,
from the o ey biought i, flom the o afe of flupping, and from the
people employed in rafing and cyportng the turplus ot our produce .

A ftate of profpenty which contooued withour mtenuptim for above

Lalf & century afrer the UTmon No woue, ws aoportation agan en

couraged, than our agticultuie languuhed, ow expostation declined, and

the prices of gram 1ot
« Tmportat:on of forerzn grun adts hlie a mole under girnd ; we know

notling of it~ oveialions but Iy the heaps when 1= 0 of , wow when
thefe heaps cowe to cover an 5th, wn 1%, or evena 4}5ﬂl part of our

wwa forl, ¢ is bnzh e to tuin theon dgwe™
Tle
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Implements of Hufbandry.—In no bLranch of agriculture
has there been a more ftriking and eflinii:]l improvement
than in the conftruftion of the implements of huifbandry,
Carts were not ufed in this parith till the year 1728, when
Mr Duff of Corfindae, then refiding in Baoft] intreduced
them, having procured two * tzmber carts,” at the price of
5 s. each. 'The creel or curroch was tben the common ve-
hicle in ufe. Grain, meal, and lime for exportation, were
brought hither on horfeback, from the moll inland parts of
the country.

The only plough then ufed, was what is known by the
name of the old Scottith plough, in its rudell torm. Now,
carriages, plonghs, harrows, and the various utenfils of hul-
bandry, of the moft approved and moedern counltruclion, are
cither imported from Leith, or manufatured in this coun-
try. Thefe are generally painted; a pratice which has
both ornament and utility to recommend it *,

Nurfiry.—Adjoining the farm of Uolleonard, there i» a
anurfery ol confiderable extent, condufted by Mr Raid. It

was begun about 30 years ago, and has of late been grea iy
i larged

The above fafls and obfervations are taken froim Ao Laguury wto the
s Corn Laws and Gon "Diade of Great Brtaip, and thaic influenc: ¢ the
o Projpenty of the Kingdom 3 by the late Alesaoder Do, Lig, o1 dwir.
ok

Mr Burom was amiy gua’ Ged fou the wvelligation of thele impoitent
subjedts He was paateon'’zily acquainted with the flate of this county, hae
ving long refided 1o Banfi

# The igeniou. Bafhiop of Lla «l Y, in his Chemical Lfiye, aliferves,
= Smce the tame mece of wood has different weaghts, wben dry, and when
v foaked wth warter, the covening carts, Moughs, and other heandiy gear
e wlually made of aly, vooth & coasle hod of pamt whach wisi weep oat tin
“ pair, s ¢ prachice full as ferviceable W lefltang the woghs ef the i
“ plement ahich is 10 be moved by the Lrength of aen oo Liorle, as ar

e pwelervng the weod Hom decay.”
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enlarged and improved. It occupies between 15 and 20
acres, and contains all the variety of fruic and forefl trees,
ever-green and flowering fhrubs, flower roots and plants,

which are in dzmand in this climate.
A gentleman in this neighbourhood, Mr Garden of

Troup, in the courfe of three or four years, has planted
from Mr Reid’s nurfery, the immenfe number of one mil-
Jlion nine hundred thoufand trees, belides what lie procured
from other quarters, and the greater part in a thriving

flate *.

Weods, &c.—=It 15 generally fuppofled, that a confiderable
part of this parifh, towards the fouth. weft, has been covered
with woods, and bzlonged to the ancient foreft of Boin,
A fimple diftich, which tradition has handed down, cona
firms this opinion :

rrom Culbirnie 4 to the fea,
You may ftep fiom tree to tree,

There is flili in pofleflion of a farmer in that quarter, an
oak tree, 3¢ fuer long, which was dug up in the neighbour-
hood of his farm. '

Since the decay or demolition of that foreit, there were
very few trees in this diftrict, till the year 1956, when Lord
Fife began his plantations. Thefe are now of great extent
and variety, and in a flaurithing {tate.

The woods on Lord Findlater's eftates in this parifh are
likewife thriving, and of confiderable extent.

All thefe plantations add greatly to the decoration of
the country, to the comfort of the poor, and to the facility

of every branch of induflry.
Eceleftaftical

® In thefe plantations a balm of Gilead fir, laft fealon, advanced 2q
jrches in heighe.

+ Culbirnie, 2 farm about three mules diltant from the fea.

2 The Unlversity of Edinburgh
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Ecclefiaftical State~From the public records it appears,
that the kirk of Banfl was rebuilt by the town-council in
the year 1471, when Sir James Ogilvie of Defkford was
provoft.: They endowed a c¢haplain, with ten merks of
ftipend, belides a living out of the common fund. Before
this period, the chaplainry of St Mary, of the order of Car-
melites, was the only other eitablifhment of worthip in the
royalty.

The parifhes of Banff and Inverboindie continued united
till the year 1634, when Mr Alexander Seton, then mini-
fter of Banff, brought an ackion * of valuation and modifica-
tion of the teinds againit the bheritors, by which the union
was declared void, and each holden to be a feparate parith,
and difliné€t congregation. :

The firft minifter of this parifh, after its disjunélion from
Boindie, was Mr Alexander Seton. He died 1679, and was
fucceeded by Mr Patrick Innes, minifter of Delkford, who
died amno 16g99. His fucceflor in office was My William
Hunter, minifter of Tyrie. In 1712, Mr Hunter being fu-
{pended from preaching, upon his refufal of the abjuration
oath, the church was fupplied by the brethren of the neigh-
bourhood. The following year he returned to his charge,
and died 1716. Mr James Innes was admitted in-Decem-
ber 1916, and died September 1753. In December fol-
lowing, Mr Robert Trail, minifter at Eettins, was admit-
ted; and in Oftober 1761, was preferred to the Divinity

Chair

+ The Earl of Auly, Lord Defkford, and the other heritors, unanimouf.
ly fubmutted the terms of the disjunction, and ameount of flipend, to Patrick
Archbithop of Glafgow, and Joho Bithop of Refs.  Accordingly, thele ar-
Uiters fettled the boundaries of the two parithes, and fixed the guanzum of
{tipend payable to each minifter, at 35 chalders of victual, and 150 merks
of money, with the vicarage teinds ipfa corpora. This judgment was con-
frmed by the Lords Commifoners of Teinds.

2 The Univers iy of Edinburgin
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Chair 1n the Univerfity of Glafgow. He was fuccceded by
Mr Andrew Skene, minilter of Keith, who died at Bath, in

December 1792.
The prefent incumbent, Mr Abercromby Gordon, was

admitted in Auguft 1793.

The parifh church was built in the years 1989 and 1590,
after the model of the new church at Dundee ; of which
Mr Pennant fays, * It is built in a flile that docs credit to
“ the place, and fhews an enlargement of mind in the Pref-
“ byterians, who now begin to think that the Lord may be
* praifed in beauty of holinefs.”

The body of the church meafures 8o feet in length, and
50 of breadth, within the walls, It is of proportionable
height. Four Jonic columns fupport the galleries, which
form five fides of an oftagon, and are high and fpacious.
The church is elegantly finifhed within, and, exclufive of
voomy paflages, will contain 1500 perfons. The pulpit is
perhaps raifed to an incommedious height, being an afcent
of 21 fteps. Some of my brethren, accuftomed to 2 more
humble rgffrum, decline officiating in {o elevated a fitna-
tion, and are ready to exclaim with the poet,

How fearful

And dizzy 'tis, to cafl one's eyes fo low !
- I'll lock no more,

Left my braio turn, and the deficient fight
Topple down headlong, SHAKESPEARE.,

The roof is a curious and mafly firu&ture. It has ten prin.
vipal couples, whole beams extend the whole width uf the
houfe, and fupport the cieling. The couples are firongly
bound with iron, having 00 pounds weight on each.

The {pire {till remains in an unfinifhed ftate, which gives
the whole building 2 heavy and awkward appearance. It

:s intended, however, to refume the work next fealon.
The
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The church has already coft L, 2400. The old church
was taken down only lalt year, excepting an ancient vault-
ed aifle, on the fouth fide, now a burying place of Lord
Banff's family.

By a late decree of augmentation, the minifter’s ftipend
is 60 bolls barley, 52 bolls meal, L. 63 Sterling money.
En this are included the vicarage tithes converted, and L. g
as the allowance for communton-elements,

The glebe, which confifts of {even and one half acres, is
a beautiful and fertile field, immediately adjoining the

town.
The manfe was fubftantially repaired about three years

ago, and is a comfortable refidence. Yor this purpole, and
for rebunilding the garden-walls, the heritors moft checrfuliy
granted L. 250, with an annual allowance to the prefent
minifter of L. 1o, for upholding thefe repairs,

The garden contains nearly half an acre of ground, and
is a molt productive {pot,

The Eurl of Findlater is patron. The Magiftrates alfo
claim the right of patronage, and have been in habit of for-
maully proteiting againft his Lordihip’s prefentation. It is
apprehended, however, that fuch proteflt can be of ne awvail
i preferving their rights, unlels made before the prefenta-
tion 1s received and {ultained by the prelbytery, a mode
which has not been attended to in this inftance.

Banfl is not a collegiate charge, though the numbers of
the people would require, and the funds 1n the parifh are
fufficient to endow, a fecond mintfter. Beiides the Efta-
blilbed Church, there are three places of worlhip in this
town, the Epifcopal chapel, the church of Relief, and a
Roman Catholic meeting-houfe.

Fiom the flatement of the Reverend Mr Skinner, late
minidter of 5t Andrews Chapel, the numbers in his charge
amount nearly to 3c2.  Formerly they were divided, and

belonged
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bejonged partly to the communion of the Chorch of Eng-
land, and partly to the Epifcopal Chureh of Scotland. But
in the year 1793, whea a hill paffed in Parliament, relie-
ving the laity of the latter perfuafion from thofe forfeitures,
penalties and difabilities, to which they had long been fub-
jetked, both congregarions, with a few exceptions, united
under the {piritusal jurifdiétion of the Bithop of Aberdeesn.

The chapel is conveniently fituated, neat aod commodi-
ous, and has a well-toned fmall organ.

The poor are admijtted to the bepefit of the public funds
of the parifh ; in return for which, an annual colleftion is
made in the chapel on Chriftmas evening, which the cler-
gyman diftributes indifcriminately to the poor of other per-
fuafions.

The church of Relief was built in the year 2480, is fi-
tuated in the Seatown, and is a very commeodious edifice.
The congregation, which is numerous, is compofed partly
of families refiding in Banff, and partly of people from
neighbouring parithes.

The numbers from this town and parith, according to 2
communication of their minifler, are as follows :

From the town, - - 360
Country diftriét, - - 40
Total, - - 450

Of thefe are faid to be examinable, 33c.

The poor of this congregation likewife fhare in the be-
nefit of the general funds ; and a public colle@ion is occa-
fionally made in their church, for the relief of the poor at
large, which is ufually committed to the difpofal of the pa-

rifh minifter.
Thofe
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Thofe attending the Roman Catholic meetinghoule
from this parith, accoerding to the flatement of their cler-
gyman, are 1n number 9o ; of which, 74 are examinable.

Poare—"The funds for the maintenance of the numerous
poor in this parith are confiderable.

The permanent funds, valaing two inclofures of land at
2§ years purchafe, amount to nearly L. goo Sterling, in-
cluding L. 200 allouted for the fupport of the poor’s
fchool.

Intercit of money, - - L.29 o o
Land rent - - i4 © ©
Weekly colleftions for 14997, - g8 18 o
Penazliies from delinguents, - 3 © ©

L.z32 18 o

Poor who receive occalionally, - Go
Poor on the quarterly roll, - - 8
Diito on the weekly roll, - - 10

Total, - - - 15G

The poor on the quarterly roll receive from 25. 6d. to
5 5. each; thole on the weekly It are generally allowed
I s. each.

Previous to the quarterly diftribution, an edict is regular-
ly read fram the precentor’s defk, requiring the attendance
of heritors, magiltrates, &c.

Befides the ordinary weekly colle@ions, there is general
ly an annual veluntary fubfeription, for the relief of poor
families during the rigour of winter *.

Vor. XX, Uu Here

# This feafon the Ladies have generoufly fubferibed a fim for a fulaxy o
a fick-nurle, for attending the poor during illoels,
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Here is a fmall holpital or bede-houfe, which affords lodg-
ing to eight poor decayed women. It has no other endow-
ment than what is derived from the parochial funds, and
the donatiens of charitable tndividuals *.

In few places are the poor fupplied with more liberality
than in Banff. Hence the great number of this defeription
who refort hither from neighbouriug parithes, and become
ftationary. At the fame time, it may be remarked, that
here, as in moft other towns, indigence is often marked
with the appearance of greater wretchednefs than in coun-
try villages, or the folitary cottage.

Thofe whe are entrufted with the management of the
poor’s funds, have too frequent caufe to obferve, and to la-
ment, that cur charitable contributions, intended as the re-
ward of merit, or the refuge of misfortane, are fometimes,
and unavoidably, beftowed on the indolent, the intempe-
rate, and the undeferving, whether natives or flrangers.
But, “ to do the befl, (oblerves an eloguent writer), can
“ feldom be the lot of man ; it is {ullicient if, when oppor-
4 tunities are prefented, he is ready to do good. How
“ little virtue could be pradtifed, if beneficence were to
“ wait always for the moft proper objells, and the nobleft
“ occafions 3 occafions that may never happen, and objefls
““ that may never be found.”

Antiguities.~Few remains of antiquity are to be feen in
this parifh, to attraél obfervation. Of thefe few, the old
religious houfes merit a place in this account.

Here

* Mr George Smith, 2 nitive of the county, Lately Liequeathed L. 1000
Sterling to the Magudtrates of Banfl, fur the exprols purpole of bulding an
bofpital or infirmary. The money becomes foon payable, and fuch an ufe-
ful inftitntion will prove a oroft fubtantial benefit to this pait of the coun.
try, fo far diftant from the Infirmary at Aberdeen.
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Here was a convent of Carmelites, or White Friars,
confecrated to the Virgin Mary. This order of mendicant
friare derived their origin and name from Mouont Carmel,
in Syria. St Lewis, King of France, returning from Alis,
brought along with him f{ome of this feft, whom he
eftablithed in Paris. They were afterwards divided into
32 provinces, of which Scotland was the 13th. They
were denominated White Friars, from their exterior drefs.
It feems probable, that a convent of thele Carmelices was
eftablithed in Banfl, by Alexzander Il1.; although the firft
Sovereign grant refpeéling it on record, is dated * Apud
“ Sconam, 1mo die Aug. 1324,” confirming, &c, “ Deo,
“ beatse Marie Virgini, et religiofis fratribus ordinis de
¢ Monte Carmelite, capellam beatz Marie juxta villam
“ de Banfl, una cum doto ad eandem capellam pertinente,
“ ad zdificandam ibidem ecclefiam, et alios domos fui or-
“ dinis, et ad inhabitandum Dom. locum cum fratribus
“ egjufdem ordinis, prefenti pontifice ejuldem fratribus fpe-
“ cialiter ell conceflum : praterea, damus et concedimus
“ hac prefta carta noftra, confirm. fratribus ibidem Deo
“ fervientibus, et pro fervituris, illam davatum terrz ¥,
“ cum pertinentiis qua ad dictam capellam ante prefentem
“ collationem noftram pertinere folebant, ad inveniendom
“ panem, vinum, et ceram, ad cultum Domini ibidem di-
“ vinius exercendum.”

The habit of the order was white, and on the lower part
of their mantle were feveral rolls of ftuff. But this habit
being difagreeable to the people, Pope Honorius IV, or-

dered them to change their garh. .Accordingly, they laid
afide

" This is the fine plain called the Daw-haugh, on which Duff Houfe
flands. This field, together with fandy hills, &e. made a davoch of land,
fuppolied to contawn 416 acres. Fide Statiflical Report of Rbynie.,
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afide the bands or rolls from their mantle, and wore after-
wards a white cloak, above a grey or tawny gown.

The arms they aflumed was a repreflentation of the Vir-
gin Mary, and of our Saviour, elevated on a temple; and
below, the figure of a Carmelite, in his pontificals, and in a
kneeling pofture.

Sir Walter Ogilvie of Denlngas, eager to acquire an ad-
dition of landed property, laid in his claim, before the Re-
formation, for a gifi of this religious convent, and nbtained
a grant thereof, anno 1 544 *. The family of Denlugas re-
tained pofleflion of thele heritages till 1630, when they be-
came the property of the Xarl of Airly, and in 16go
were purchafed by the Laird of Bracco, anceftor of Lord
Fife. The {uperiority, with the feu.duties, were gifted
by James VI. to the King's College of Aberceen, and
bought from them, in 1752, by the Earl of Fife.

Two of the Carmelite cells are flill to be {feen, near the
old church, in a pretty entire flate,

The beantiful green mount in Lord Fife's park, and ane-
ther of inferior fize, fituated in the middle of the town,
formed a part of the Carmelites territory.  Thefe mounts
appear to have been chiefly the work of art, and are fup-
pofed to be the labours of pennance enjoined by the frater-
nity.

On the mount in Duff Houfe park, are {till to be re-
membered the ruins and foundation of their chapel, around
which was the confecrated ground of the fepulchre.  Here
many bones of the dead were found, and by the care of
Lord Fife depofited in a large urn, clevated on a pedeftal,

near

% To this grant William Smith, Prior of the Carmelites in Banfl, Sir
Jobn Chisitolom, Prior at Aberdeen, and feveral other biethien, aie fub.-
feribeis,

L The Univeraity of Edinbergh
The iniversity of Glaspow

. e PYSUN
awctalith Lo N v g mE S P -

i,



of Banff. 34¥

pear the mount. In the fame ground, on an eminence,
overhanging the river, his Lordfhip bas built an elegant
manfolenm. It is of Gothic architeéture, furrounded with

flirubbery,
¢t The cyprefs and the yew’s funereal fhade,”

and forms a ftriking ornament to the park. The windows
are of painted glafs, in cafements of {tone, and in"front are
placed two beautiful figures in flatuary, emblematical of
Faith and Hope.

Among the monuments in the maufoleum, Is tne of cu-
rious fculpture, and great antiquity, facred to the memory
of John Duff of Maldavat, an anceftor of Lord Fife. It was
brought hither a few years ago, together with the afhes of
the deceafed, from the family burying-place, in the aifle
of Cullen. In this monument is rudely feulptured the h-
pure of a warrior in full coat of armour, with this inferip-
tion, * Hic jacet Johanes Duf. de Maldavat. et Baldavi,
“ obiit 2 Julit. 1404, Sc ™.

The menument of greatet antiquity in the church,
feems to be that in Lord Banff’s aifle, with the following
infeription :

Ane Dni 1558, 20 Nove
Obiit. Valterus. Ogilvy. de. Dvnlvgvs. Miles.
Prepofits. Hujs, Urbis, &c {.

Caflle

# The late reverend and inpenious Mr Cordiner, of this place, in the
24th number of his Remarkable Rmns, 8ce. in North Britain, has given an
rlerant delineation of this ancient monument, accompanmed with a thort
delcription of it, and of the other monuments in Lord Fufe's Maunfoleum.

¢ Asa fpecimen of the verfiiication of ancient epitaphs in this parifh,
the foilawing are {ubjoined :

Lo,
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Caftle of Banff.—The Caitle of Banff was a conftabulary
of old, fuch as Cullen, Elgin, Forres, and Nairn, It was
a place of firength, and {aid to be occafionally the refidence
of the King, when vifiting this part of his dominions. In
his Majefty’s abfence, it was the mefluage of the thane,
fhenifl, or conftable, and the feat where jufltice was admini-
flered.
By the public récords it appears, that Walter de Leflie
obtained a charter, dated at Perth, 1364, of many lands,
among others, of Blairfhinnoch in this parifh, for furnithing
to the King a foldier to attend him, at three head courts:
* Apud Caftrum de Banffe.,” The office of ftheriff continued
annexed to the caftle ull 1636, when the fheriffdom was
refigned by the Earl of Buchan to Sir James Baird of Auch-
medden ; and the caftle to Mr Sharp, father of the Archbi-
thop of St Andrew’s.

In 1683 Sir Sharp of Stonyhill difponed the Cafile
of Banff to Provoft Leflie of Kininvie, from whom the fa-
mily of Findlater afterwards derived their right of pro-

P-ertj'.
The

Lo, here interred, lies the pretious duft of that renowned - Defaced.
Soul faving Seton,
Preacher in this Town,
The Key of Knowledge,

And Glory of the Cown, - Date defuced.

On John Andrew, town-clerk of Banfl, anno 16—,
Hore lies 2 Man whofe Tongue and Pen
I:d what they eould to profit Men,
Hir life did prove meit Chrittian,
S0 refts, to sile to Glore again.

In the church-yard is a handfome pyramidical monument, witch an cle-
gant infcription on wlite marble, to the memory of the late Admiral Gor-

don and his fon.
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The caftle and adjoining grounds hold of the Grown
blench, and pay neither cels, ftipend, nor any burden what-
ever., The fheriff's office was refigned in 1681, by Baird
of Auchmedden, to the Earl of Findlater, who enjoyed the
right till the abolition of heritable jurifditions in x1743.

Part of the ancient wall is yet entire; and the remains of
the moat and intrenchments arve fhill vifible,

Excepiing a {mall adjoining houle, the refidence of Arch-
bifhop Sharp’s father, the callle 15 now a plain modern
building ». Its fituation is uncommonly pleafing and ro-
mantic, and few dwellings can boait of a greater variety of
charming preipedls.

In the caftle are fome good paintings and prints; parti-
cularly a pifture of the celebrated Jamiefon, by lLus own
hand. He is reprefented fitting in his painting chamber,
with his hat on, and his pallet before him. On the walls
of his room feem carelefsly to be hung feveral produdtions
of his varions pencil.

INear to the caltle was fituated the chaplainry of the
Holy Rood, or Sanéfs Crucis, confecrated in commemoration
of our Saviour's fufferings. At what period, or by what
founder, this chapel was ereted, no information can be de-
rived, either from tradition or ancient record. From an old
regifter of the town-council, 1544, we learn, that this reli-
gious houle lay within the liberties of the burgh, and com-
prehended, * terras pifcatorias vocatas vulgariter Fifber's

Leands,

#* This was long the relidence of the late Countels Dowager of Findla-
ter, 2 lady not more dutinguiflicd by her high rank, than by the unaffuming
manners, and uowearied benevolence, which adorned her charaéter,

She had, indeed,

2 tear for pity, and a hand
Open s day to melting charity,
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“ Fands, ex boreali, et occidentali partibus montis Caflri
“# de Banil *.”

The Caftle of Inchdrewer, on the eftate of Lord Banff, is
fituated on a fine rifing ground, about four miles fouth-welt
of the town. It is flill entire and habitable. By the ftile
of its architefture, it feems to have been built about the
time of King James IV. or V. This is the opinion of the
celebrated Grofe, who 1n his book of Antiquities has given
a correét view of this caitle +.

Two fields, near the confines of this parifh, are diflin.-
guifthed by the names of Arrdane and Swordane. Whether
thefe have ever been the feenes of battle, and derived their
names from the arrows and {words of the Danes, muift be
left to more able antiquaries to explore and determine.

Population..—The writer of this report is not poflefied of
materials fufficieat to enable him to afcertain, with precifion,
the number of inhabitants in this parifh at former periods.
It is obvious, however, that the great increafe of buildings,
in different parts of the town, has occafioned a proportioz-
able increafe of population.

It appears from a lift drawn up by the late minifter, in
the year 1782, that the numbers in the town then were
2380. By a very accurate roll made up 1797, the num-

ber is,

In the town, - - 2860
Country diftriét, = - 6;5c
351::-‘

The

% ‘The great caufes afligned for this foundation, were, ¢ the veneration
“ of the provolts, et ad exurpandum herefum Ji€li conventi, et propitia
“ magni Dei, et promotam orthodoxam fidem."”

T Sir George Ogilvie of Dunlugas, who was created a Baronet by King

Charles L on 1oth July 1627, in the fame year obtained a chaster under
the
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The following is an abftraét of marriages and births in
the whole parifh, from 1791 to 1797 inclufive.

Y ears. Marriages. Births.

179X 33 46

92 33 5T

a3 19 59

94 22 458

95 18 13

g6 12 35

9F 39 36
Average of marriages, . - 25+
of births, - - 44%

No anthentic regifler of burials has been kept for feve.

ral years.

It is belicved that the population in the country diftrit
of the parifh has rather decreafed, and for which, nearly the
fame caufes may be affigned with thofe detailed in various
Statiftical Reports.

Parents are fometimes negligent in recording the names
of thieir children in the parilh regifter. Since the late en-
rolment for the milita, when the mmconvenience of fuch
negle€l was often felr, the people are become more atren-
tive 1 this refpeél.

Longevity—Although there are no inflances of remark-
able longevity in this parifh, many of the inhabitants attain
a good old age. A tradefman lately died, in full poffeflfion
of his facultics, long paft his ninctieth year. During the

Voo, XX. X x prefent

the Great Seal, of the lands of the bayony of Inchdrewer. He was after-
wards rrifed to the diguity of peerage, by the title of Lord QOgilvie of
Banif, by lecters patent to him and the heirs-male of his body, dated 33
Mg phag.
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prefent week, (the firft of the year 1798), have died four
refpeftable characters, whofe joint ages amounted to 314
years.— Lhe writer of this Report baptized a child about
18 months ago, whofe mother, grandmother, great grand-
father, and great great grandmother, (five generations in a2
direfl line), are all alive,

Air, Climate, Difeafes, 5 c~1f the fitnation of Banff is
confidered with regard to thofe circumitances which have
an influence on the health of the inhabitants, there are ma-
ny advantages in this view which it poffeffes in an eminent
degree.

The town {tands on 2 rifing ground, . and the houfes in
general are built on a dry hard firatum, in many places in-
termixed with {and.

Such a fitnation is certainly more favourable to a free
circulation of air than a dead flat; and the dry foundation
of the houfes prevents thole deleterious confequences which
arife from breathing within dcors a damp unwholefome at-
mofphere. ¥rom the river, flowing imimediately below
the town, there are no fwamps in its neighbourhoed ; nor
in any direftion around it are there any ftagnating waters,
whofe noxious effluvia might prove injurious to health,
Thus, from local fituation, are the inhabitants exempted
from a {ource of contagion, whence intermittents, and many
low fevers, derive their origin. On the other hand, as the
town lies open to the north and north-eaft, the cold winds
of thefe points, blowing immediately from the {ea, renders
the inhabitants of this place liable to rheumatifm, coughs,
peftoral complaints, {ore throats, and inflanmmatory fevers,
The fevers of a different complexion, which fometimes pre-
vail, are to be confidered, upon the moft probable and ra-
tional principles, as originating from irregularities in living,
from contagion, and, among the lower clafs of people, from

fmall,
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ifmall, confined, and often crowded houfes, where the air
breathed is foul and noxious, and from inattention to clean-
linefs, particularly of bed and bed-clothes, which are too
feldom wathed, and very rarely ventilated.

Such exifting canfes will, in all fituations, have an infiu-
ence in producing fevers of a malignant kind, or of altering
the type of thofe which, upon their firlt attack, appear in-
Azmmatory.

A. reformation in regard to the above particulars, as far
as it could be effe@ed, would prove of the moft beneficial
confequences.

The advantages attending local fitoation would be much
improved, and rendered more complete, by conduéting into
the town, from f{prings in the neighbourhood, a fufficient
fupply of good wholefome water. 'This mealure, though
expenfive, is prafticable, and ita expediency is apparent
from this circumftance, that the water in general, over the
whole town, is more or lefs hard and brackiih.

Proper regulations eftablifhed, enforced, and uniformly
rmaintained, for keeping the fireets perfellly clean, and free
from all baveful and putrid fubftances, would be highly con.
ducive to hezlth and comfort.

A infeftious fever prevailed here, with unufual violence,
about the year 1782, Unwholefome food, particularly an
immoderate ufe of potatoes, (that year of a bad kind), were
among the f{econdary caufes to which this fever was aferi-
bed.

Mr Skene, the late miniller of this parith, a gentleman
alike diltinguifhed by his great medical knowledge, and his
humane gratuitous praftice, wrote a fmall treatife on this
fever, in form of a * Serious Addrefs to the People,” &c.

This fhort addrefs, which Provoit Robinfon was at the
expence of printing and publifthing, contained feveral plain
feafible inftruétions refpe@ing the prevention and treatment
of the difeale, and points out the means by which health

may

-
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may be preferved irom every diforder of an infeflious na-

ture *,

dnoculution.—The prattice of inoculation for the fmall.
pox is by no means become general among the lower ranks.
The too tender coniciences of the fuperititious interpofe, to
rob them of its falurary benefits. We tempt Gob, fay
they, by voluntarily bringing on a difeafe which we might
poflibly bave efcaped : We throw ourlfelves in the way of
danger ; we diftruft the Providence of Almighty Gob, who
is all-fufficient to deliver us.

Thefe words have, indeed, the appearance and the voicc
of plety, but they have nothing elfe. There are few of
the attions of life to which the objeétion might not more or
lefs apply. Does not the man, for inftance, equally tempt
Gop, who, apprehending a mortification in one of his limbs,
fubmits to lofe it by the operation of a furgeon. Perhaps
the dreaded mortification might not have taken place, and
the patient {acrifices his life to his timid caution. Yet no
man of common fenfe will difpute, that the praétice of am-
putation is {alutary on the whole, and is the.means of pre-
ferving inany valuable lives to the community +.

Mineral

* Among other advices, Mt Skene flrenuondly recommends Erear atten-
tion to cleanlinefs, wafhing the chamber of the fick perfon with foap and
hot wuter, and, upon recovery of the paticnt, that his apartment fhould be
white-wailied with lune, frell: flacked, 1aid on hot, and the windows opencd

every day.

+ The deaths by the dataral fmall-pox are peneially allowed to he in
the proportion of one mn fix, in feven at the very lealt, but oftener one
five.

Now, 1 prefume it will be thought modeiate to compute, that not
abave gne in forty elcape having the diftemper, during the courfe of their
lives. Let it be obferved, then, in the firft place, there are thirty-nine to

one
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Mineral Springs—~As a matter connefted with the health
of the inhabitants of this place, and, under proper manage-
ment, beneficial to the public at large, it may be proper to
mention a powerful chalybeat fpring, (the Well of Boindie),
within two {hort miles of Banff.

In chronic cafes, attended with debility and relaxation,
where tonic medicines are admaiffible, the water is ufed with
manifell advantage ; but, unfortunately, this well is confi-
dered by the country people at large as a Panacea, and re-
forted to as fuch by great numbers, aflifted with difeafes
very oppofite in their natures. The refult is what may na-
turally be inferred; many are cured or relieved, while
others return not only difappointed of expe&ted bensfit, but
fuffering under aggravated complaints. They {ometimes,
too, place as much dependence on the guantity, 23 on the
quality, of the water. Having but little time to {pare to
the fafhionable avocations of a watering-place, they are very
diligent during their ftay, and are often known to fwallow

three

ane againit eicaping the infeftion ; and then there are only five chances in
favour of a perfon efcaping with life. The whole chances in hbis favour,
therefore, are but five and one-fortieth, or fix at moit ; whereas, by uuthen-
tic accounts of fome late general ipoculations, it appears, that out of 416
nnly ane died. On other occafions the proportion has been ooe in so0. A
riflk {earcely to be accounted for, when we confider what different coniti-
wutions mufk exilt among {uch a number of patients, and the ftrong proba-
bulity of the death of fully that number, among lo many infants, from other
diforders, if inoculation had been entirely ont of the gquettion.  See an ad-
mirable Sermon on the Lawfulnefs of Inoculation, by G. Gregory, F, A, 5.
author of Effays Hiftarical and Moral.

A furgeon in the north, prefluming that felfiintereft has o ftronger hold on
man than fuperitition, has lately opened a-policy of infurance for the fmall.
pox . 1f 2 fubieriber gives him two guineas for inoculating his chald, the
furgeon, 1in the event of the chuld’s death, pays ten guineas to the parent.,
For every guinea fubfcribed, four guineas; for one hall guinea, two gni.
nias 3 and for a crown, one guines.
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three gallons a-day of the falutiferous fiream, befides a rea-
fonable potion of fea-water.

Roads and Bridges--The poft-road, as far as it extends
through this parifh, is kept in excellent repair. The roads
leading to the inland parts of the country, being lefs attend-
ed to, are not in fuch good order. The propofed eftablifh-
ment of turnpikes muft contribute much to the general
improvement of this country. If the line is adhered to,
which is already marked out in the furveyor’s plan, the
new road from Banff to Turreff, though not much fhortened
in point of diftance, will eft beguile the traveller of his
time, by the varied and beantiful feenery which will occu-
py his attention.

The former fine bridge over the Doveran was {wept a-
way by a violent flood in 2968, Another has fince been
built, at the expence of Government, a little higher up the
river, where itis fuppofed to be lefs in danger from the rife
of the water. It is a handfome firu&ure, confifting of feven

arches *.

Harbour and Shipping.—Of old, boats and trading veflels
lay within the river, extending along the banks where the
bulwark now is.

We learn from tradition, that the courfe of the Doveran,
near its influx, was confiderably more eaftward than at pre-
fent. It is faid to have emptied itfelf at the Craig of Down,

now Macdufl.
The

# As an inftance of the accuracy of fome modern travellers, a large
guarte journal, lately publithed, informs us, that in Banff there is a fine
bridge of méme arches over the river Dive. The river 15 fometimes fpelled
Doveran, and fometimes Deveron. Xn the Gaelic language it fignifics the
Bilack Water, and is [o named towards its fource in Aberdeenfhire.
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'The traditionz]l report is corroborated by fome gncient
grants in favour of the Earl of Buchan, in which are fpeci-
fied * the [almon-filhings at the mouth of the river, and in
% the fea,” jacentes apud Down.

"That piece of low ground on the eaft fide of the river,
called the Gaws, now a part of Lord Fife’s pleafure-grounds,
was lately the property of the town, is ftill within the roy-
alty, and, it is highly prefumable, formerly lay on the weft
bank of the river, which divided the earldom of Buchan
from the county of Banff. The river, indeed, feems fre.
quently to have altered its courfe ; fometimes paffing in 2
firaight line through the beach, and at other times winding
to the wefl, near the Caftlehill, where it now raons, and
which has been its channel for feveral years pafl.

The fiream has {fometimes been fo fmall, as not to have
currency fufficient to keep the paflage open, the water
cozing through the bank of gravel, and preventing the en-
trance and departure of the {mallelt boat.

Hence arofe the neceflity of building a harbour in a more
convenient fituation. It was begun fo early as the year
1625, weltward of the river mouth, The attempt was fre-
quently fruflrated, and as often refumed. Adfrer various
interruptions, and repeated applications to Parliament, and
to the Convention of Burghs *, the work was finithed about

the

& The Convention of Burghs appointed the Commiflioners from Aber.
deco, Elgin, Invernefs, 8¢, as a Commitiee, 10 examine and report the
true flate of the harbour, &c. Accordingly, thele Commiflioners met ae
Banfl, and reported, * That the trade appeared for years paft to incieafe -
"' That the merchants had very enterprifing genius, but difcouraged by the
* bar on the mouth of the river, infomuch, that it often happened from
# Candlemas to Martinmas the water mouth was in no condition te recoive
“ @ boat ; and that the laft feafon, three Mhips, afier being loaded, were
“ locked in by the baok of gravel, fo that 120 coaches might pais in a breaft
* dry- And farther declared, That the place was exceedingly well fituated

““ far
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the year 1795y and is now a moft ufeful and commodious
harbour.

The thipping belonging to this port are at prefent 22
fail ; of which 8 are brigantines, from 100 to 210 tons
each ; and 14 fail are floops, chiefly of 60, 80 and xc0 tons.

Veflels. Tonnage. No. of Men.,
22 1943 137
Some of thefe vefiels are employed in the London trade.
Shipbuilding is carried on here with fuccefs. One build-
er, eminent in his profeflion, ufually employs 12 men, and
has juit finifhed a fine brigantine of 190 tons »,

Trade and Commerce~The flate of the trade and com-
merce of this town may be judged of from the preceding
Table of the fhipping, and from the following Abftrat
Accounts of the Imports and Exports, &c. from the sth

January x795 to the sth of January 1794%, inclufive.
ABSTRACT

¢ for trade, the piers good, water deep, and accefs ealy with northerly
“ winds ; adding, that, from Aberdeen to Invernefs, there 1 not a harbour
“ that any fhip dared venture, when the wind blew hard from that gireh.””

At this harbouwr the burgefles and landholders of the town have the pri-
vilege of importing freeftone and Qate without payment of (hore-dues ; and
for other articles they only pay the half of the ufual allowance of harbou

dues.
® The diftrefling inteliigence has been lately received, of the total lofs
of one of thefe Moops, of 7o tons, with & men,
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Port of BANFF.—ABSTRACT ACCOUNT <of Goods
imported, brought and fent Coaft-ways, to and from this

Port, from 5th January 17935 to sth January 1797.

I Salion Botier | al- | tleat h.-rlc_y [ Cats, [Cod &
Year ending sth Ju- [ 77 and  fmon. Lng
nuary 1796, ' Cheele uar- | Quar | Jnu-] fith
e Bars {Dasels e 00 Iane %_n teas. | Ter Mo
[Furergn tiade in- . AR U R R B
warids, - 38820 - - "
L":.:.‘:,E':d“ O gls o] rea ] 434 [rataf a6 | 2196 | sag0 | 5500
Dt nwands, el = - - 2l - - o f - < f - - . -
Vear ening ¢th Ja-
nuuly 1797,
“oraagn trade - PR I R PR AN R IR S
wards, - SEE
“j;.‘j,;“"’ eue 123 | 7ot} 733 6897 | 255 | Goo |s4ee
Ditto mwards, - g - =1 = =} -1 3790 100 20 -
Wihea WIour o laricke, ] L ites [PR8T] Wit f o odie
Year ending sth Ja- ol Gt | Gat | s
MLLLEY I, bpar. 18 Fal- nl- (TH IS
yaw Ri:::dl'& el Gwt. | Ne. Ho. lone | lons ela
Forewgn trade - E I P R SR R IR PR S
vand ., .
Coalt trade out- R I P B B R S S
wdids, -
Dicto HI'W:I-IJ::, - | s 51_1'; 26 11,500 I530 5155 T4 il ??ﬁﬁ
Year ending sth Ja.
ntary 1797,
Fereign trade in- 3 | N P D T S R SR S
wads, - v
Coalt trade out-
ward:: - _"! 170§ - - |- - | 5693 146,645 - - -
Dutto mwards, -~ '« 1 anz | 210 LR L L - LT
N. B. Very heele foreign trade fince the commansement of e, or.
Vor, XX. Y y Port
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Port of BANFF.—An Account of the Quantity of Eng-
lith Ceals and Cinders, Scots Coals and Culm, brought
Coaft-ways into this Port, from the sth Januvary 1795 to

¢th January 797,

Quantities of Englith Quantities of Scotch

Coals, Cinders. Coals. Culn,

thalders, Bulliels [Chald, Bufh | Tons. Cwrt. Jﬂhﬂ.[ders,

——

From sth jﬁ:uuur}'g

t9g5 to 3th Ja \ Y743 13 43 o 181 13 7
nuAry 1756, -
From gth January .,
=gl to zth Ja ;- 1904 35 Ty o 61y 1o o
I_m.r;:r\-’ | el +

W. B. The great increafe in the quantity of coais imported
in the year x7¢6, was occafioned by the demands from
the country, where peat, the ufual fuel, had been much
deftroyed by the rains of that {vafon.

Salmon-fifbing.—The Doveran is richly ftored with fai-
mon and trout, and yields a very handlome revenue to the
principal proprietor, the Earl of Fife.

In the year x757, the late Lord Fife entered into con.
traét with a gentleman in Aberdeen, by which he fold the
freth falmon of the Doveran, from agth September to 1 5th
May, at three halfpence a pmm:l: The pound of {almon
now gencrally fells at fixpence, and early in the {eafon at
nine-pence.

Comparative
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Comparative flatement of the rent of the falmon-fithing
at different periods :

Years. Rent.

1713 L.2gg 6 6
1729 310 13 4
1748 441 1T 3
1462 Gooa © o©
1558 80 o ¢
1795 1250 0 o

Provoft Robinfon has long enjoyed the leafe of the fifh-
ings, and generally employs from 80 to 160 men in the dif-
ferent departments of the trade.

The fithing commences 3oth November, and is given up
2gth September.

The various expences attending the fithing amount to a
fum at lealt double of the yearly rent.

The ernives are about a mile from the fea, and the whole
extent of the river-filhing, including its windings, does nog
much exceed four miles *,

Manufaltures

¥ The prefervanon of falgpon feems very early to have attracted the at.
tent:on of the Legilatore. Aldewander II anno 1214, ¢nacted at Perth,
vpon Tharfday, * the feail of 5t Margarer, that the fiream fhall in all parts
“ be fwo ({o) free, that ane fwine of the age of thiee years, well fed,
“ may turn himfeir witkia the ftream round about, Sfwe that s fnout nor
* tail fhall not touch the bank or fide of the water.'”  Hence, prabably,
the firlt conlbruction of the cru.ves i Scotland.

The fulmon is faid vo breed or cait lus fpawn in moft rivers in the month
uf Augnft. They dopolit thewr ¢ggs or {pawn in a fafe place, in the gra-
vel, and then leave it to thewr Crearor’s protedticn.  Sir Francis Bacon ob-
ferves, “ the age of a falmon exceeds not ten years,  His growth is very
* fudden, fo that after he has got into the fea, he becomes ficm a famlet,
" mot fo big as a gudgeon, to be a falmon, in as fhort & time as a gofling
* becomes a goole,"

¥
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Manvfaltures~The thread and linen manufaftures were
tarried on here, a few years ago, to a very great extent.

For the thread manufatture alone g5oc mats of Dutch
flax were annually imported ; which, at an average of L. 3,
5 s. each, coft upwards of L.x1,000 Sterling. The opera-
tion of milling and heckling employed about Go men.
When given out to fpin, it afforded employment for 4000
individuals; yielded 150,00¢ {pindles of yarn, which cir-
culated about L. 10,000 among the {pinners, The doubling
¥nd twilting the yarn, which was done in Banff, employed
zbouf 200 women and children, and at the bleachfield,
engaged the labour and attention of 40 people more. Thefe
threads, when fent ro Nottingham or Leicefter, were valued
at L. 30,0ce Sterling.

This produflive and ufeful branch has fince given place
to the flocking manunfaélure, which is alfo conduéted on 2
very extenfive feale by Mellrs Robinfons.

The ftockipgs are wove op a haghly improved frame, of
which thefe gentlemen are the fole patentees.

They have 150 of thele frames, for the manufalluring
of filk, cotton, and worfied flockings. From the nature of
the work, and the advanced flate of the mmechanical arts,
which has nereﬁarﬂy abridged homan labour, this manu-
f2éture does not offer employment to fuch numbers as the
branch formerly mentioned. In the feveral departments of
the work, however, sbout 560 perfons of different defcrlp-

vions are conflantly engaged.

.
(1 g
Y oung

It is & eurious circumitance, and perliaps but little koown, that the chicf
conlumption of pickled filmon, when firlt in fcafon, and when prices are
high, is by the loweft claffes of the people in Lunden, ‘I'he middle ranks,
and thofe immediately sbove them, abflain gencrally from fuch indulgen.
ces until the prices are moderate, See an admirabile treatife on the Police
of the Metropolis, by P. Colquhoun, Efg; L. I.. D. late Provoit of Glal-
fow, and now one of the Magiftrates of the Palice for Lundun, o
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Young men, from 14 to 16 years of age, will fometimes
make 40 pairs worfted flockings in one week, and at the
ufual hours allotted to labour. Thefe ftockings generally
fell at 35. 6.d. a pair.

The medium gain of the frame-worker may amount to
#s. 6d, or 8s. a week.

The worfled 1s chiefly fpun on the two-handed Leicefter-
fhire wheel.

A woman who is a diligent and capable fpinner, will
earn from §s. to 65, weekly. The average gains are from
2s5. 6d.to 3.

A confiderable quantity of the ftockings are difpofed of
in wholefale, to the {hopkeepers in the town and country .
but the principal market for the manufaéture is Londom

The linen trade is kil continued, though on a more con-
trafted fcale than formerly. This branch may now employ
aboiit 2c weavers.

L

Soap and Candles—~A. {oap and candle work, belonging
to a company in Banff, employs 2 manager and four men,
and pays annually to Government L. soo Sterling.

Brewery ~The brewing of ale, beer, and porter, is car-
ried on here to a confiderable extent. The annual confump.
tion of barley is generally 1200 bolls ; and the duty to Go-
vernment L. 700. The number of hands employed amount
to cight., The flrong beer has long heen in high repute,
and in great demand, from various and diftant parts of the
country. ‘The porter, when kept in bottle about a year,
1s fufhcienily palatable, and has beeen known fometimes
to deceive the tafte of a conneiffeur in that wholefome be-
vertdge.

A
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A Rope and Sail Manufadiure has for fome time been car-
ried on here, though not to great extent.

Brick and Tile Work.—The late Dr Saunders of this
place, a gentleman of enterprifing {pirit, eftablifhed, feve-
ral years ago, a brick and tile work on his farm, about two
miles from the town. It is flill carried on with fuccels,
{and on an extenfive plan), by his fon. The work pollefles
great advantages from its local fituation, having the com-
mand of a fmall harbour for the importation of coals, and
for exporting part of the produce of the manufalture. Mr
Baunders penerally employs eight or nine men, befides an
overfeer,

A brickwork on a2 fmaller {cale has lately been fet on
foot in the vicinty of the town.

In the various branches of mechanical indultry, thistown
can boaft of {everal eminent workmen; bur on this article
the limiis of a Statiftical Report do not allow of a minute
detail,

Markets—There is a regular weekly market. It is held
on Friday, and is well {upplied with provifions of all kinds.
‘There are alfo in Banff three annual fairs.

Pofl-Office.~The revenue arifing from the Poft-Office
has increafed fince the eftablithrnent of a daily mail. It
amounts to nearly L. 800 per annumn.

Great hopes are entertained of a f{iill earlier difpatch of
the mails from Edinburgh, a meafure which would be at-
tended with figndl advantages to the towns north of the

metropolis.

Banking Offices.—The Bank of Scotland, and the Bank-
ing Company in Aberdeen, have ¢ach of them eftablilhed

.
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a branch in this town. Meflrs Reid and Imlach, the agents,
tranfaét bufinefs to the extent of L. x50,00c to L. 300,000

‘ﬂ.-:-r finnie.,

Battery.~During the late war, a fmall battery was ereét-
ed on the high ground near the harbour, It is pearly of
the half-moon conflruétion, with turf embrafures*, and
mounts two 18 pounders, and four 12 pounders, befides two
field pieces.

On one fide of the gateway i1s fitnated the flore-houle
and powder-magazine, on the other a guard-room and ofh-
cer’s apartment.

Having an extenfive command of the bay, this battery
might afford proteftion againft the depredations of a fingle
privateer ; but whether fuch works, thinly fcattered along
the coalt, would prove of fubltantial fervice in the event of
invafion, is a point fomewhat problematical 4,

Military Affociations —1he Banff-fhire Volunteers con-
fift of 16 companies, under the command of Colonel the
Right Honourable the Farl of Fife, Lord.leutenant of the

Lounty.
That

¥ The embraiure in batteries is now condemned by abie cngineers, and
the iow parapet recomimended in its toom, {o that the guns may be point.-
ed 1 awy direction within the {cope of e work,

{ Colonel Dnom, a mafive af this town, mn Jus ingemons * Plans for the
® [hefere of Cerest Britain'" Soe. obferves, © Lndesd 1t is unpolliile to
“ lie the coaft of an gxtenlive country in fuch a manner with hattenes, as
Y to protedt it fiom an invading eneiny ; for they can be placed in few fi-
Y toatiens in which they may not be avawled @ and of otherw o, the guns
“in them aee peperally fo uovereldy and dodienlt to traverfe, that they may
* be approached and ftormied wirliout mouch danger to the aluilants,  Ba:.
*otenes gught therelvie 1o be erodied wath great eantion, ol perhaps on-
“ly in fitnations fiong by neeuie, where they may not ealily be lurprued
“ or attacked on the land-lide.™
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That part of the corps more particularly attached to the
town of Banff, comprehends the numbers following, viz.:
Colonel, - -
Lieutenant-colonel, - -
Major, - v "
Captains, - -
1ft Lieutenants, - -
2d Lientenants, - -
Chaplain, - -
Adjutant, - -
Quarter-mafter, - -
Surgeon, - -
Sergeants, - -

Drummers, - -
Rank and file, - -

Staff,

L
GO v ™ o HOAD D WY M e

]
=
™

Total efleftive, - 100
Of thefe, 4 companies are {tationed in the

town of Banff,

1 in Macduif,
at Rothiemay,
at Grange,
at Portloy,
at Cullen.

I

Total, g
The Strathalvah and Boyn Velunteers, in-
cluding officers, confift of - 2322
The Enzie Volunteers, - 266

Total in the county of Banff, - 1218

eslenbn m—.

The firlt companies of the Banff Volunteers were offered
and accepted in November 1794 ; but a certain number of
men had previoufly, and from the commencement of the

prefent
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_prefent war, been trained to the exercife of the great guns
at the Dbattery. '

Befides the Volunteer Corps, there were returned to the
Privy Council, by the Lieutenancy of the county, upon
the 29th day of September Iaft, 45 men from this parifh,
as falling within the defcription comprehended in the late

Militia AL

Schools—The public {chools of Banff, which are entirely
under the direftion of the Magiftrates, (for therc is no pa-
rochial eftablifhment), were connedted together, and con-
verted into an academy, in the year 5786. The feveral
arrangements in this academy were made, and the teachers
recommended by Dr George Chapman ¥, formerly reftor
of the Grammar-{chool at Dumfries, and who for fome
years fuperintended the effablithmente for education in this
place.

The plan of inftru&ion which Br:Chapman laid down
has been {triftlly adhered to by the diflerent teachers, and
Ias anfwered the expeftations of all concerned. The femi-
nary is at prefent in a flourtthing ftate,

At the annual public examination in Auguft 1597, the
number of daily fcholars amounted to 18c,

The fnlh:-wlng branches of education are tungzhe in this
academy, by the head mafter and four afliftants ;

i, The GI:LHE{:E, Latin and Greek, with gtﬂgrulﬂ:}*, anil
the principles of rhetoric.

Ii. Writing, arithmetic, book-keeping, menfuration, al-
gebra, praftical geometry, and navigation. .

1II. The French and Englifh languages, &c.

Vor. XX, Z z By

* Dir Chapman was boin in this neighbombood.  His extenfive know.

tedge as a fcholer, and his menst as an aviher on Education, are well

£ DO,
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By the care and exertions of the late minifler, a charity
fchool was founded fome years ago, fer the poor children
of the town and parith, The numbers ulually attending this
fchool are from 25 to 3o children. They are taught to
read, and initrufled in the pniaciples of religious know-
ledge. For fecuring «n annual and permanent falary of
L. 20 to a well qualificd teacher, the fum of L, 400 was
funk 1n the hands of the Magifirares. This fund was raifed
by the voluntary contributions of the landholders, the inha-
birants, and occafional vifitants, and by appropriating, with
conlent of the heritors, L. 200 of the poor’s meney,

The girks attending the fchool are furnifhed with eafy
and profitable work, by fpinning wool for Mefifrs Robin-
{on. flocking manufatture *.

The provolt, minifler, and reftor of the academy, are the
patrons of this fuhool.

Befides thefe, there are two Englith {chools, in different
parts-of the town. The teachers, having no flated falaries,
depend entirely on the fees paid by the fcholars.

Boavding Schocls for young Ladies.~Here, too, are repu-
table boatding-fchools, for the education of young ladies,
Ong of thefe is condufted by Miffes Mitchels from Eng.

land,

The principles oi wluch this academy is condudted, are contained in Ds
Chapman’s lreatife on Education, a fifth editron of wluch is lately publifl:.
ed, and much appioved of by the Reviewers.

To this edition the auther has given a Moit fypplement, containing ufe.
ful Obfervations on two Effays on Educauen lately publithed, He has
fulheined further Thoughts on the Inftiuction neceTary for the lower ranks
of the People ; on the appointment of Parochial Schovlmaiters, and en the
Encouragement they ought tp reccive,

® Beldes a fmall fand belonging to this fichool, theie is a public anoual
rollechion made, for dufiaving the expences of fome neceflary clothung tg

;!'u: pooler clatdier.
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land, who have lately fettled here, and whofe fuperior ac.
complifhments fully qualify them for f{uperintending fuch
an inftitution.

At the other boarding-fchool, a qualified governels from
Edinburgh aflilts in the education of the young ladies.

Comparative Statement, W8e—It may prove entertaining .
to fome readers to trace the progrefs of luxury in this pa-
rith, and mark a few of the moft flriking changes of half a

century.

1948

A gown of linfey-woolfey was the
ufual drefs of a laird"s daughter,
¥eild in a imple robe, her beit at.

Lire,
Beyond the pomp of drefs,
TuomMsow.
Her mother, indeed, who was dig-
nified with the knightly title of lady,
apprared on great occalions in a filk
gown, aod Hne laces, which were
confidered as part of the parapher-
naliz deftined to the lucceeding ge-
neration.

Ladies feldom wore any other than
coloured flockings.

The town could only boaft of one
filken pair, and thefe were black.

The acenpation of milliner wasto-
tally unknown,

1748, A four-wheeled carriage
was a luxury feldom epjoyed, un.
lefs by the nobility,

A gentleman and his wife gene-
rally rode together on the fme
hiorle. |

Drawing-rooms and dinisg par-
lonrs were o lefs rare than carri
ng

1798

The decorstion of our perfons is
now become amme general ftudy a-
mong both lexes, and all japks. In
order to accommodate their drefs to
the capricious rules of falhion, there
15 a frequent, and fome times 2 need-
tefs, recourle to the * foreign aid of
* graament.’”

The art millinery affords empioy-
ment and profit t0 many; and every
trading vellel from Londos brings a
freh adlorrment of drefles, adjufted 1w
the prevailing made.

1759. Poft-chnifes are now in ge-
neral ule.

Several private gentlemen keep
their carriages

The pad 13 become the exclufive
property of the country good.wife,

The minifter of the parith mult
have his drawiog regm.
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Mahogany was feldom f{een, fave
in the tea.tray, the round folding
tahle, and the corner nl];-l:mrd.

1749, When.wanis were. fewer,
ard eafily fupplied, moft of the uleful
artizles of merchandilie might be pro.
cured in the (ame fhop: "The variens

defiguatons of proces, iron-munger,

and haberlaflier, weere little kaown,
and almoit every trader, even although
ke did pot traffick to foreign coun-
tries, was denominated merchant.

1543, A joyous company, after din.
z~r, have been feen quaffing the wine
of a dozen botties from a Lngle glals.

1749, Agreeabie to Qneen Mary's
aft of Parlizment, A. D. 13563, all
Yotcher-meat was carried tor market
Shin and birm, and, agrecable to cuf-
rom, was fold amidit aboundimg filth.

1748, The annual wages of a great
man'sbotler was about L. § ; his valet,
Y. 5 3 and his other fervants, L, 3.

The farmer had his ploughman for
135 4. in the half year, with the al.
lowance of a pair fhoes. The wages
of a maid-tervant, 6. 8 d.

1773. When Dr Johnfon honoured
Banfl with a vifit, he was plealed to
oblerve, that the natives were more
frugal of t]".L'ir_E'I:-F, {in windows),
than the Englifi. They will olten,
Tave the Dolor, ¢ in houiis not other.

Statiflical Accvunt

Mabosany i» a ipeces of timber in”
genersl uie for articles of furniture ;

" and the comer prefls is fuperfeded by

the fplendid fide-board.

179%. The feveral diffinélions of
tradefmen are better underftood,

As munilters o onr luxury, we have
i the fame fireet an ail-man, who ad-
vertifed dhe taie of Quin lauce, Genoa -
capers, and Gorgona wnchovics, e, ;.
a confedtioner, whofe bills contain the
detectable names of non.pareils, 1ce.
creain, and apricot jelly, &, ; and a
pesfumur, who deals i fugh rare ar
ticles, as Neapolitan crearn for the
fave, Ferilan dentnfice lur the teeth,

amid A Ratic balivm for the hair,

12¢9. A feber party fometimes

i
s

meit, whole itaton canfiits of a foli-
tary bottle, with a dozen glafles.

1479%. There are convenient ﬂzugh.
ter.-houits agart, and meat is Lrought
to market fevmly, and in pood order.

1498, The nobleman pays at leaft in
2 quadruple ratie for hus lervants.

The wages of 4 ploughiman vary
from L. 1o to L1z, and of & maid-
{fervant from L. 3 to L. 3, 105, per an-

TR

1708. Many of our windows are
furnithed with weights and pullies.
We'think of the necedlity of ventila.
ting human habitations, where we
mily l'-'nj-r'}}-' the luxury of fielh air,.

without reforting tu the contitvance
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+ wile mean, compofe a fquare of two
¢ pieces, noOt JOININg like cracked glafs,
« but with one edge 1aid perhaps half
e aa inch over the other. Their win-
«: dows do not move upon hinges, but
« are pufhed up and drawn dewn in
« grooves. He that would have his
“ window open, muft hold it with
« his hand, unlels, what may fume-
“ times be found among good contri-
& yers, there be a nail, which be may
* ftick into a hole, to keep it from
o falling w.*

305

of 2 mail, and with very little affife-
ance from the hand,

Comparative Statement of the Prices of Cattle, Sheep, Pro-
vifions, &cc. at the above periods.

: 1748

A draught ox, L. 1:73 1 4.

25 Sheep, fmall fize, L. 4.

Beef and mutton, one penny, and three
balipence a posnd.

A h;l‘:, tugr.th:r with a dazen eggs,
4 d.

Dozen eggs, 1 d.

Goole, 2 5. 2 pair.

Turkey, 3 5. ditta.

Figeons, three halfpence ditto,

14 Haddocks, three halfpence.

Claret fold at 1 5. a bottle.

179%
L.rs, L 20, and L. 25.
L.tz

Beef and mutton, s} d. and 6d. per 1.

Hen, without eggs, 15. and 15, 3d. .

4 4. and 6 d.

55, 6d,

75

6 d.

£s. 6d.

Claret {eils in the tavern at § =,

Difadvantages.— Among the difadvantages which this
town fuffers in a commercial view, the principal feems to

be the want of a cuftomhoule.

At prefent, no goods can be fhipped or landed, nor any
veflels fail from this port, without procuring the ufual per-

mit

# In juftice to Dr Joknfon, Jet it be temembered, that be acknowledged
“ thefe dimirutive obfervations detradt from the dignity of writing, and
“ therefure he communicated them with Lefitation and dread.™
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mit from the cuflomhoufe at Aberdeen, a2 diftance of 45'
mailes,

To obtain the permiffion of unloading, the fhipmatfler,
afrer the dangrrs and fntigue& of a femvujrage, has generall_v
to encounter, what, to a feaman, is often no lefs perilous
end fatigning, the labours of a land journey on horfeback.
Were a deputation granted from the Board of Cuftoms to
two or more qualified perfons refiding in Banff, to tranfact
the neceflary routine of bufinefs, it would certainly tend to
promaote the trade and manufaftures of this place, and of the
country around. The expence attending fuch eftablifhment
muft be truly inconfiderable, when weighed in the fcale
with the advantages which would accrue frem it.

A few years ago, we had the profpeét of obtaining fuch
a deputation ; but, it is believed, a premature and impoli-
tic conteft, for the emoluments of office, fruflrated the de-
fign.
The jarring interefts of contending parties, it is hoped,
will not in the fame manner interfere, to deprive us of the
advantages of military barracks.

The town-council have made an offer of ground for the
purpofe, contigucns to the battery, and the meafure i3
fraught with beneficial conlequences to the community, as
well as to the military who may be flationed in this quar-

ter.

Town-Houfe and Prifon.—Lall {eafon were laid the foun-
dations of a new town-houfe and prifon. The principal
part of the work is nearly finithed, and the whole promifes
to be a moft {ubftantial and commedious building. The
front of the town-houle, including the fpire, extends 7&
feet. It contains, on the ground-floor, the fheriff-court
room, and county record-office. On the fecond flat, are

the
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the town-council room and town.-clerk’s office. The third
flat contains a coupty hall, 48 feet long, 2% feet in breadth,
and 18 feet high. “In the fame flat of the back buildings,
are two drawing rooms, 19 feet wide, and 33 feet long.
On the ground floor of the back buildings are two correc.
tion houfes, 33 feet long, and B feet in breadth. The fe-
cond flat contsins two civil prifons, 19 feet fquare, and twe
criminal cells, 12 feet quare.

in the conflrution of the gaol, the judicions improve-
ments of the benevolent Mr Howard have been atteoded
to, in thofe effential refpefls, air, water, and cleanlinefs .

Farming Society~—The Banff-fhire Farming Society was
eftablifhed in the year 1785, This inflitution was defigned
to forward improvements in agriculture, to reward indu-
ftry, and to produce unanimity and focial intercoule be-
tween the heritors and farmers of the country, whefe mu-
tual interelt and advantage can never be fo great as when
they are inleparable, To have allo under their confidera-
tion the neceflary and confiftent regulations for the =slice
of the country, and for the prevention of litizions pl=as
amoong the country people, who are induced either by low
advice, or inflamed by petty prejudices +.

To lay down rules anfwerable to the Ratute alls of the
country ; to prevent the deftruction of planting, inclofires,
and green crops in the fields,

Tao

#* It is intendled to have a larpe refervoir of water on the roof. The only
prifaner ot prefent is an unhappy woman found guilty of chuld -murder. She
belongs o a neighbouning pacilh, and her iafsaity was clearly proved L:
fore the Circuit Court.

T A htigious {pirit is by no means prevalent in this county. Ther ap,
amly five procuratoers before the theriff-court, whe are relident in this (owa
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"T'c lay down rules - calculated on liberal principles, for
the condu&® which is becoming the charafter and deferip-
tion of the worthy farmer, that when he proceeds merito-
rioufly, he may be protefted ; when be approves himfelf a
ufeful member, hie may be rewarded; and when he is the
objeét of undeferved perfecution, that he may be fupported.
Huch are the laudable and profefled defigns of this Society.
It is compofed of the noblemen, and many of the refpeél-
able gentlemen, and of the principal farmers, of this county.

The prefident of the fociety is an honorary merber of
the national * Board of Agriculture.”

The funds of the fociety arife from admiffion fees, and
a finall annual fipulated exadtion from each member. They

have three ftated apnual meetings, generally held in the
Mafon Hall of Banfl.

Friendly Societies,—Befides 5t Andrews Lodge of ¥ree
PMafons, and the Gperative Mafon Lodge, there are {everal
friendly locieties eitablifhed in Banff.

I. Solomon's Lodge, or the Gardener Friendly Society,
was infhituted in April 2998. It conhils of oo members.
Their funds are in a flourithing ftate. They are poffeffed
of houfes and lands in the town and vicinity, which yield a
yearly rent of L.8o Sterling. Te the widows of de-
cayed brethren, laft year, they paid upwards of L. 60 Ster-
ling.

1I. The Grey-flone Friendly Society, was eftablithed in
the year 1992. The benefit of this inftiturion is not con.-
fined to any particular defeription of perfons or profeffions.
Their funds, 1t 1s believed, are in a Prugrf:ﬁ'ivﬁ ftate of 1m-
provement.

Thele, and fome other focieties belonging to particular

corporations, prove of fubflantial advantage in this place,
by
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by aiding the poor’s funds of the parith, and adminiftering

relief to many individoals,

Public Amufements—During the winter feafon, there aie
dancing aflemblies once a-fortnight.

QOccafionally we have academical concerts of mufic.

Sometimes the heroes and heroines of the Sock and Bu-
ikin favour us with a vifit, and fret a few of their lummer
hours on our little ftage.

Circuluting L:’ﬁrary*-:-ﬂanff affords a choice circulating
library, which, belides the ufual Jight fummer reading of the
times, contains a leleét colleftion of the works of eminent
writers, both ancient and modern.

From our coenflant intercourfe with London by fea, we
have early aceefls to the periodical and other publications of
the day.

The Reviews we generaily receive from the bookfeller
here, in the courie of the month fucceeding their publica-
tion 1n London,

A Book Society is at prefent forming, on a liberal plan,
to confilt of 20 gentlemen.

Eminent Mon—~Under this article may be mentioned the
Bairds of Auchmedden, a very ancient and refpelable fa-
mily, long refident in Banfl *.

Vor. XX. 3 A 1568.

# There is a tradition, that as King Welhan: the Taoon was hunting in
ntie of the lonth-weeft countses, and ftraggling Hom his attendants, he was
alarmed at the approach of a wild bear, and called out for afitance,
Upon thi¢, a gentleman of the name of Baird, who Lad followed the King.
came up, anid bad.the good fortune to flay the bear. ¥or which fignal ter.
viee, the King made a confideiable addiwion to the lands he had formaly
given him, and afigned lum for his coat of arms, a dogr paflant, and for
ks motto, Dominur fecit, It is funtber faid, that one fuot of the ammal

Hedr
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1568. George Baird being connefted by marriage, and
in habits of great friendfhip, with the Regent, Earl of Mo-
ray, received from him a difpofition, heritable and irre-
deemable, to the lands of Auchmedden ; the Regent affign-
ing the following caufe: ¢ for many afls of utility and
“ fiiendfhip done to me, and many foms of money given
““ out by him, in my fervice.”

1647. James Baird was bred to the law, and became
a perfon of high reputation in his profeflion. King
Charles 1. repofed great confidence in him, and appointed
him fole Commiffary of the Ecclefiaftical Court of Scor-
land, an employment in thofe days of great honour and
truft.

The King iffued his warrant for ereating him a peer, by
the title of Lord Doveran 3 but Mr Baird died before the
patent pafled the feals. He was mairied to the fiter of
John Dempfier, fo remarkable for his difputations in the
foreign {chools.

1593. Andrew having received an umverfity cduca-
tion in Scotland, went over 1o France to finith his fludies;
became one of the beil {cholars in that kingdom, and was
made a Profefior of Sciences at Lyons ™.

1652. John his eldelt fon was alfo bred to the law, and
alter travelling much 1n foreipn countries, becamme a man of
great knowledge in his profeflion. On the Refloration, he
was created a knight, and was {oon after appeinted one of

the

was brought north hy ar anceflor of Bard of Qudinhuives, and is fll pre-
fl.‘!l"i"f-'d. hie arms ﬂﬂl-t motio are to be foen on an anoent monnent he.
longng to the family of Awcdmedden, o the chutch-yard of Daaf,

* Gilbert, Andrew's brother, married the heunels of O dinhuves, 1n this
county, guno 1579%, and had by her thuty-two children, the greater pat of
whom lived to the age of matuistv,
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the Senators of the College of Juftice, by the title of Lord
Newb_}'llh

1638, Sir James Baird, High Sheriff of Bunff, was much
refpedled for his abilities, integrity, and addrefs. In 1662
iie secerved {everal matks of the King's favous ; among
others, the following honourable declaration and acquittal,
for aching 1n the above office during the Ufurpation.

“ Wherecasz, We are certainly informed, that the office of
** the Sheriflthip of Our county of Banfl, was, by the late
“ Ulurper, put upon Qur lovite Sir James Baird of Auch-
“ medden ; that he only cxercifed the {amen duting the
** year of the great tranfa@ions of Our Reftoration, where-
“ 1n, as the {aid Sir James was contributive and aftive, {o
“ We are fully facisfied of his condu@ and loyal affestion to
“ Our Perfonr and Government, and therefore declare him
*“ free of all cenfure, Bee. 8ce.™

Superhgned CHarLES, and {fubferibed LaunERDALE.

Sir James was employed by the Duke of Landerdale, to
draw up a rattonal plan for the union of the two kingdoms.
He accordingly prepared fuch plan, wlich was fo highly
approved of, that the King became dcfirous of carrying it
into execution ; but it is believed the Duke of Landerdale,
Secretary of State for Scotland, was not a fincere friend to
the meafure .

Of the fame’ family was the celebrated Bayardo, an Ita.
lan peet, who wrote Orlando Innamorata. which Ariofto
made the ground-work of his OQrlando Furiofo.

This parifh gave birth to Dr James Sharp A rchbifhon of St

Andrews, and Primate of Scotland, whofe tragicil end exhi-
bits

® The account of the family of Auchmedden is colledted from an old
manufenpt received fiom Mr Rofe of Mountcofier, to whom the wrter ac.
know ledges himfelf alfe mdebted for fevera! othet communizations in wom

1:![:'1{,; thas work.
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bits a melahcholy inftance of the furious and mifguided zeal
of ancient times. He was the fon of Mr Sharp, Sheriff-
Clerk of Banfl-fhire. His mother was a daughter of the
Laird of Kininvy. He was born May 1613, in the Caltle
of Banff.

He gave early proofs of a fuperior genius, and excelled
all his fchool-fellows in the rudimeants of learing.

Having compieted his courfe of academical ftudy with
great applaufe, at the Univerfity of Aberdeen, he took the
degree of Mafter of Arts, and was enrolled a Student of
Divinity. By the intereft of the Earl of Rothes, to whom
he was related, Mr Sharp was elefted one of the Profeflors
of Philofophy in 5t Leonard’s College, 5t Andrews, and
foon after was appointed minilter of Crail.

In that remarkable diviflion of the Pretbyterians inte two
parties, Public Refolutioners and Remonftrators, he elpou-
fed the caufe of the former. To fuch height were their
difputes carried, as to induce the cmllttpdhlg parties to lay
their complaints before Oliver Cromwell, the Proteétor.

Mr Sharp being cholen Refolutionary agent, on that oc-
cafion acquitted himfelf with fo much temper and dexteri-
ty, that Gromwell feemed convinced by the {irength of his
arguments, and was fo impreffed with his infinuating man-
ner and addrefs, that he pleafantly obferved to fome per-
fons near him, *“ This gentleman," to ufe a Scotch phrafe,
“ may well be ftiled Sharp of that Ilk.”

In May 1660, Mr Sharp, at the earncit defire of General
Monk and the leading Prelbyterians in Scotland, went over
to King Charles at Breda, to reprefent their conduét, and to
learn his Majefty’s difpofition towards them.

During his abfence, he was chofen Profeffor of Divinity
in Mary’s College, St Andrews ; and before he left London,

the
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the King, as a mark of his royal favour, made him his
Chaplain for Scotland, with a penfion of L. 200.

In Aprik.if61, he accompanied the Larl of Glencairn,
Chanceljor, and the Earl of Rothes, Prefident of the Coun-
cil, to London, to lay before the King an account of the
ftate of affairs in Scotland.

In a council held at Whitehall foon after, Mr Sharp was
nomivkted Archbilhop of St Andrews. A refolution ha-
ving been*formed to fill up all the other vacant fees, the
choice of proper perfons was left to the new Archbifhop,
who, (according to his inveterate enemy Bifhop Burnet},
«{ted in this inftance with great moderation. One of his
firtt official afts, after his preferment to the Archiepifcopal
See, was, obtaining a proclamation prohibiting the meeting
of clergymen in prefbyteries or other church judicatories,
until the Bifhops arranged a plan for their procedure.

This, and fome other rigorous meafures, raifed againit
him an hoft of enemies, {everal of whom bound themfelves
by folemn vow to facrifice him to the fulferings of their
party. They at length accomplifhed their horrid purpofe
by affuflination, attended with circamflances of favage bar-
barity ®,

The

# The following letter from Sir William Sharp of Stony hill. containing
a detail of the thocking circomflances artending lis father’s mureder, was
addrefled to Sir James Baird, at Banff. It Is a genuine copy, and appears
never to have been publiflied.

“ Honoured Sir,

“ Tuis horrid and flupenduons murther has fo confounded me, that I

“ am not able to give a fuitable retorn to your excelient and kind letter,
o What T have learor of that execrable deed, is, that on Friday, tha zd of
“ this inflant month, my worthy father crofled the watery lay at Kenno.
t way all night, next morning fet out for St Andrews, Beng two miles
* off, 27 of thofe villalnous regicides had a fuil view of Lhe coach, 2od not
“ Binding
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The charaéter of this prelate has been differently repre-
fented by difforent hiftorians. Wkhile Bithop Burnet wrires

of him with the pen of fevere obloquy, another of his bio-
graphers

*« finding the opportunity, dovided into three parties, which tock up the
“ three ways he could tike Lomewards, Nine of them affaulted the coach
sowithin two mules of this place, by duiharging ther piitels, amd fecuruig
¢ his fervants  The coachuiman diove on for halfia.mile, until one of hs
* horfes was wounded in three places, and the poftilion wounded in the
* hand. Then they fied leveral .ot at the coacl, and commanded my
“ deareft father to come out, which he fud he would, When he had
“ come out, {not bemg yert wounded), he fid, Gentlemen, [ beg my hLite.
“ No ! Lloody villan, betrayer of the canie of Chnft, No mercy! Then,
“ {aid he, I afk none fur myielf, but have mercy on my poor <hild, {lus ¢l
 deft daughter was in the coach with bew), and holding out his hand ro
“ gue of them, lo get bus, that he would fpare his child, he cut him in the
“ wrift. Then falling down upen his knees, and holding up his hands, lie
* prayed that God would forgive them ; and, begping mercy for his fins
* from his Saviour, they murdered hun, hy fixtren great wounds, in his
* back, head, and one above his left eye, three in his left hand, when he
“ was holding them up, with a fhot above his night breaill, which wa.
“ found to be powder After this damnabie deed, they took the papers our,
“ of his pocket, robbed my filter and their fervants of all their papers, gold
“ und money ; and one of thele hellith rafcals cut my fifter in the thumb,
“ when the had hum by the hridle, begging hur father’s life. God, of his
* anfimte mercy fopport this poor tamily, under this dreadful and nntap-
* purtable cafe, and give us to know why Geod s thus angrey with us,
¢ and earneftly beg not to confume us in his wrath, but new that lns anger
% may ceafe, and he may be at peace with us, through the blood of a re-
* conciled Saviour; ard alio may have pity upon this poor diftreficd
# Church, and that he may be the Jaft faviifice for it, as he s the firlt Pio-
¢ teftant Martyr Bihop in fuch a way,

« Dear Sir, as my worthy father had alway a kindoefs and particular
“ efteem for youritlf, fon, and family, fo 1 hope you will be fiiendly to his
* fon, who fhall ever continue, worthy Sir, your moft faithful, &c. 8ec.

€ W, Suawne.”

* 81 ANDREWS, Toth May 1679,
# 3- hour atter receipt of your's }

* On Saturday next is the funeral,”
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graphers bas drawn his charater in terms of unqualified
praile.

In his more humble fitnation, as minifter of Crail, we are
told he approved himfelf a diligent and faithful paftor, and
by his mildnefs, condefcenfion, and affability, acquired the
love of his people.

But a fudden elevation to great rank and power feems to
have a baneful influence on the human heart, and it muft
Le admitted, that the Archbithop of St Andrews did not
add one to the few inftances of ilrift moderation in that dan-
gerous {phere. In his official eapacity, he was violent in
the exercife of his power, and, like moft other profelytes,
he became the perfecutor of his deferted brethren.

Yet his inveterate enemies are agreed in afcribing to him
the high praife of a beneficent and humane difpofition. He
buitowed a confiderable part of his income in miniltering to
prefling tndigence, and relieving the wants of filent diftrefs.
In the exercife of his charity he had no contrafted views.
The widows and orphans of the Prefbyterian biethren rich-
ly thared of his bounty, without knowing whence it came.
He died with the mtrepidity of a hero, and the picty of a
Chnittian, praying for the allaflins with his lat-{t breath *,

‘LT'he late Harl «f Findlater and Seaficld, a noblaman of
hngular and extraordinary merit, relided for MmNy years
in the caftle of Banfl. ¢ His Lordlhip employed his ample
“ fortune in promoting trade, manufactures, agriculture,
““ and all kinds of induftry. Ever folicicous to fill his
*“ high ftation with real dignity, and farther to qualify him-

“ felf

# The Archbilhop’s monument, in the Cathedral of St Andrews, is ex-
tremely magnlficent, and his epitaph heghly flattering.  * The duputable
* parts of s hfe, {fays a celebrated travetler), are fully related ; hus un-
 deabted charsty and deeds of alms oneeed, ™
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« felf to be more extenf:vely nivful to fociety, (the fvle oh-
€ jelt of his ambition), he converfed much with, and great-
* ly honoured, men of letters, and men of ingenuity in al-
“ moft every profellion, aliviys endeavouring to convert
% whatever knowledge he thus ucquired, to the benefit and
¢ improvement of his country.

“ His natural difpofition was calm, placid, and ferene, his
¢ {entiments generous and enlarged, his underftanding folid
“ and manly, and his integrity fuch as could not be {lia-
“ ken.” Lowp.CHron,

He died November 3. 1790.

Under this article it may not be out of place to mention
a gentleman of Banff fingularly eminent for his good for-
tune in the lottery, In the Britifh and Irifth lotteries he has
acquired, by the produce of three tickets, about L. 30,c00

wterling.

Charallers and Manners, & e~To difcriminate minute.
1y the manners and charaéters which diftinguilh one fociety
or parith from another; to beflow particular and appropri-
ate praife or cenfure, {eems the molt arduous attempt of the
Statiftical hiftorian,

The writer of this account enters on the delicate fubjedt
aware of its difficulty, yet encouraged by the fentiments of
a great moralift, that the * hiftory which draws a portrait
“ of living manners, may perhaps be made of greater ufe
** than the folemnities of profefled morality, and convey
‘ the knowledge of vice and virtue with more eflicacy than
* axioms and definitions *,

Banff has been for feveral years the general refidence and
accalional refort of many genteel, opulent, and refpe&able

families :

¥ Rambler
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families ; and in few provincial towns are the inhabitants
more diftinguifthed for general information, {ocial intereourfe,
and urbanity of manners. .

In their general conduct they are both * pitiful and cour-
“ teonus ;" deferving the praife of bencficence to the poor,
and holpitality to ltrangers.

The author of this report has had frequent epportunities
of remarking their liberal and ready fpirit to do good, and
their wiilingncfs to communicate to every judicious and
difinterefted charity.

In their atiendance on the ordinances of divine inflitution,
all ranks are highly regunlar and exemplary.

Such laudable attention to external obfervances, fo pra-
valent here, and fo generally remarked in the different
Statiftical Reports, though not a cértain criterion, 1s at leait
a [trong prefumption, of the exiftence of internal rr_*';ligim}
among us, It is a truth, for the confirmation of which we
may appeal to living hiftory, and to the conduét of a neigh-
bouring nation, that the decay of outward forms of worthip
precedes the decay of the more *° weighty matters of the
“ law, jufltice, mercy, faith,” and leads to the diffulution of
all the * charities of father, fon, and brother.”” '

In our prefent imperfeét flate, there is certain danger of
religion gliding by degrees from the heart, nnlefs invigorat-
ed by external ordinances, by a due ebiervance of the Sab.
bath, by ftated calls to woithip, and the fulutary influence
of example.

That difagreement in religious opinions, which generally
obtains in every numerous focicty, is here attended with no
perfonal hatred, or rancorous animofity. We differ quietly,
and in general maintaln that mechnefs and mederation
which found reafon approves, and Chriftian {:hﬂ:'it}' COMm-

mands.

Vor. XX, 3 B The
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The number of thofe is very inconfiderable who are en-
tangled in the fophiftry of {ceptical writers.

A few copies of Paine's Age of Realon found their way
this length; but many more copies of the learned Bifthop of
Llandaff’s admirable Apology foon followed ®*. Thus the
¢ Bane and Antidote were both before us.” The new
fangled theclogy of Mr Paine, however captivating by its
popular ftyle, has done little harm, and the great body of
the people ** continue in the faith grounded and fettled.”

The inhabitants are alfo entitled to their portion of nega-
tive praile. (reat crimes are bappily uncommon ; robbe-
ries, houfe-breaking, and f{windling, are rarely known.
The writer has not heard of an inltance of any perion, a na-
tive of this parifh, foffering the ultimate of human punifh-
ment +.

However ungrateful the tafk, truth and imparuality re-
quire us to delineate the back-ground of this picture,

While here, as in every large community, there are ma-
ny deferving of much commendation, for the general pro-
priety of their conduét, fome are highly reprehenfible, for
the vices which attach to their charaélters.

It nay be inferred, from the fhort publication already
alluded to, that the praétice of dram.drinking, habitual
fwearing, and that Ipecies “ of converfation admitting no
“ defence 1,” were vices which formerly difgraced fome of

. the

+ The celebirated fpeech of our countryman, Mr Eifkine, m the tral of

W) lams, hkewile proves & firong flueld in defending our religion againft
siie hold attacks of Mr Pane.

+ Daring the laft rebellion in Scotbznd, a poor fellow from the country,
whofe unprudent cunotity led Lim w mark, by ootehes on lus {lafl, the
awber of Basufh fhips pafling in the bay, was apprebended as a fpy, and

anzed by the Kang's tioops, without the formality of trial.

1« Tmmaded words admit of no defonee,
* For waunt of decency is want of {snfe.”
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the lower erders of the people, and it is to be feared, they
are vices not altogether eradicated.

But though the intemperate are ftill to be [een reelng
from their nightly revels, and fometimes from their noon-
day debauch, the ufe of ardent {pirits is not fo common 3s
formerly.

It is apprehended, however, that this partial reformation
¢annot be afcribed fo mwuch to the change of inclination
in thofe who were addifted to the pradtice, as to the flatary
claufes introduced in the late diftillery laws.

Although the great majority of the people are juitly ac-
counted confcientious, and honcurable in their dealings,
there are known fome folitary inftances of perfons, who,
availing themfelves of the ignorance or good nature of a
neighbour, do not hefitate to over-reach him in a bargain.

Notwithftanding our excellent eflablilhments for the edu-
cation of youth, it muft be admitted, that the children of
the poor are often {uffered to follow, without controul, the
bent of their own inclinations. The trath is, the care, the.
vigilance, and the example of the parents, are net always
exerted to guide their youthful {teps. But this is chiefly to
be underflood of the profligate poor.

The violations of certain decorum occafion too frequent-
ly to the kirk-feflion a multiplicity of unpleafant difcuifion,
which might be vefted with more propriety in the hands of
the civil judge.

Wicthin thefe few yecars, one or two 1nltances of child-
murder have occurred, although the unhappy mothers have
hitherto efcaped deteftion.

To this atrocious crime there 1s here no temptation, ari-
fing from the feverity of church difcipline. The difgrace
of public penance has long fince been abolifhed, The re-
formation of delinquents‘is now fought by gentler methods,
by mill rebuke 2nd admonition, while the feflion endea-

vous
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vour to render thele private vices of mndividuals, as much
as poflible, public benefits ta the poor.

Among ranks higher in the fcale of fociety, there is per-
haps too ftriét a conformity to the fafbionable cuftoms and
manners of the age; too much attention to the pleafures of
the table, and too much of refinement in many things which
adminilter to luxwiy.

Although the limits which leparate harmlefs gaicty from
blameful diflipation are feldom tranfgreffed, a grave mora-
litt, perhaps, would venture to infinuate, that engagements in
convivial feftivity are, at fome feafons, too inceffant and too
laborious. He might even farther allege, that men, not al-
ways contented with a little wine for their {tomach’s {uke,
ate fometumes perfuaded to increafle the quantity, in order,
vierhaps, to “ remove the natural referve of their manner,
“ and give a proper degrec of eale and {pirit to their con-
¢ yerfation ™

Were honeil Mr Umphraville to pafs the winter in this
northern burgh, he might occafionally have 1eafon to com-
nlain, that the drawmg-rooms, whare, 1n his younger days,
the ladies aod gentlemen were accuilomed to meet each
acher, were now almoft totally deferted ; and that, amidil
e boalled relinement of modern manners, the gentlemen
paid lefs attention to the ladies than they had done go years
ago *.

In politics. as in religion, tiere fubfiits among us fome
Jdiflerence ot opinion, not rinctured, however, with the vi-
rulence of party fpint, Here, it is believed, there are
very few who may be Lud to hclmlg to the order of modern

Tiiuminati, or tu e clals of vielent malecontents +.

His

* Mirroo.

1+ ‘The general good belavionr ot the people of this county, in regand to
vy, as te cadd forta the following eulugium

Ve tnarta b Ak, was Lo e g
1
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His Majelly's late gracious declaration has happily tended
to diffufe greater unanimity of fentiment.

.Alcribing the failure of the negociation at Lifle to its
jult caufe, the ambitious and vindifive fpiric of our ene-
mies, that well judged appeal is calculated to roufe the loy-
alty of all ranks and defcriptions of the people. It mufl
excite them to exprefs, with united voice, their firm deters
mination to defend that happy conftitution, which, under
the aulpices of Divine Providence, is the diftinguithed fource
of all our bleflings. |

Meanwhile, the Executive Direftory are entitled to the
aflurances of our high confideration, for their late fulmina.
ting proclamation, of the xft Frimaire,

It is a Philippic which fpeaks to the feelings and patrio-
tifm of the Britilh Nation, in language flill more forcible
than the manifeflo from the Throne.

It is a warning voice, conveying to us this friendly coun-
{cl,

Go call thy fons, inftruét them what a debt

They owe their anceftors, and make them {wear

To pay it, by tranfmitting down, entire,

Thofe facred rights to which themfelves were born,
ARENSIDE,

 Duadrupeds,

froma the licutenancy, at thiew general meeting i September laft: « The
" mecting cannot umit this apportunity of exprefling, in terms of the high.
elt upprobation, the very high fenfe they entertain of the orderly, quiet,
“ and refpedtful behaviour of all ranks of the inhabitants of this county,
* i yegard to the malitia bufinels, This propriety of condudt has not been
“ confined to one or two diftricts, but, from the reports of the different de.-
“ paty-lientenunts, has been univerfal throughout the county; nor has a
- fingle inflance oocurred, wherein the people have not refitted every in.
“ fi.uation to the prejudice of the adt, and come forward with the moft

¥

“ Geearfzl and implicit cbedience to the o
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DLuadrupeds, Birds, tFc.~-Of indigenous animals there
are none peculiar to this place. In Lord Fife's park are fe-
veral varieties of the deer; and the pheafant is found wild
in many of the adjoining woods,

A maccaw, celebrated for its beautiful plumage, was
brought from the Weft Indies in 1756, and lived 27 years
at Duff Houfe. His vigour was not impaired, when, in
1984, he was killed by fome animal unknown,

In Mr Condiner’s late publication of “ Singular Subjes of
*“ Natural Hiftory,” are engraved fome beautiful fpecimens
of coralline and polypus, found off the coaflt of Banff. He
has annexed particular defcriptions of each.

N U M-
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