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NUMBER XX ‘

PARISH OF COULL.
(County of Aberdeen.)

By the Rev. Mr ALEXANDER ROBERTSON.

il gt sl i e

Name, Situation, &,

HE name of this parith, (Coutl: i3 of Gaelic extrac-
tion, as are the names of almoft all the places in this
country. By a very {mall variation in found, it mmzy mean
cither the back or the corner, the latter of which Is its naru-
ral and proper import ; as it is fituated not fo much on the
back of any rifing ground, as in the corner of a large firath
called Cromar, in the eaft end of which Coull lics. It is in
the prefbytery of Kincardine-Oniel, county and fynod of
Aberdeen. The form of the parifh is nearly triangular ; its
longelt fide may mealure about five miles, and the other two
about three miles and a half each. The firath or couniry of
which Coull forms a part, is in general flat, but furrounded
with hills on every fide, which fhelter it very much. The
foil is of an excellent quality, deep and fertile, equally re-
moved from clay and fand, and is conlequently lefs apt to
fail in its produce, either from violent drought on the one
hand, or inceflant rain on the other, The air is pure, dry,
and healthy ; and there are no difeafes, as far as I have had
accefs to hear, peculiar to the place. To the welt of the
manfe, there is a large bog or marth, called Bogmore,
through
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throegh the midft of which, a fmall rivulet runs, but fo fiill
ay to be hardly perceptible, tiil you come near to Tarland,
which is about two miles to the welt. In confequence of fo
long a level, the bog often rifes to an extraordinary height,
forming a fheet of water, about a mile fquare, full of wild
geefe, and ducks; the laft of which remain throughout the
year; the former make their appearance about the middle of
Septemnber, and continue till about the end of April. There
are few fifth, to be found in this bog except pike. There
are nmo remarkable mountains here; the hills around are
hleak and barren, affording pafturage oniy for fheep,

Popilation—The number of inhabitants is from 460 to
470, men, women, and children, included. There are 204
males, and about 260 females. The number in Dr Web-
fter’s report is 7¢1. In this parifh there are no inftances of
extraordinary longevity, which are well authengicated, Je
would alfo be extremely difficult to fix the precife nume.
ber of farmers here, for every man is a farmer in his
own way, A man of fome wezsith and ftanding in the
country, takes immediately from the proprigtor 100 or 150
acres of arable land, and becomes accouncable to him for the
rent of this quantity : he will perhaps retain one third ar
one half of the beft of it in his own band, and let the re-
mainder to the poor dependents in his neighbourhood. As
there is no market for potatoes hiere, the farmer raifes only
as many as lerves his own family.

ddvantages and Difaduantages.—This parifh enjoys no pe-
culiar advantages, except a fine pure air, and a warm lively
foil. Its difadvantages are: 1. It lies in an inland country,
far from market, and the means of improvement. Aberdeen,

the neareft {ra-port, is 30 miles caft- 2. This difadvantage
mighe
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might be furmounted, if proper éﬁcﬁuﬂgﬂmcnt were allow.
ed or improvements; the foil would be very grateful with
ordinary treatment, but there is fcarr:ﬂljr“:ju-nm even for that ;
few farmers here can fay with certainty, that the lands
which they poflefs this year, will be their’s the next; they
hold their farms from year to year, and it totally depends on
the will of the landlord, whether they fhall continue or re<
move. What farmer holding his groupd on fuch a precarious
footing, would choofe to lay out money in improving his
farm ! 3. Accordingly, there are few fences in this coune
try ; and ‘on that account, though the people here begin to
fee the advantages of raifing turnips, and would alle very
readily be brought in to improve by {fowing grafs-feeds, &c.

yet it is hardly poffible, without fences, to prelerve either; for.

it is the cuftom here, and in the whole country round,.as
foon as harveft is over, to fet cattle, fheep, and horfes at li-
berty.; by which means, grafs, turnips, and every thing of
the kind, are trampled under foot, or eaten up. 4. Anoe
ther material difadvantage which this parifh, and the whole
diftriét round, labours under at prefent, and if not ipeedily
removed, muft in a very few yecars complete the ruin of
many farmers here, is the difficulty of procuring fervants,
and the enormous height at which their wages are arrived.

Church and Poor.~—The glebe, &c. will amount to about
L. 6o Sterling. The church was rebuilt laft fummer; the
offices are to be rcbuilt this year, and the manfe repaired.
"There are three heritors in this parith, Sir William Forbes
of Craigicvar, and the Earls of Aberdeen and Aboyne. None
of them refide in it. Mr Farqubarfon of Finzean, has
alfo fome property, and pays a fumll proportion of {tipend.
The poor ir *his jarifh are few in number, perhaps ninc or

tem at an avérage. The annual amount of the contributions,
will
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will be little better than L. 4 Stesling of money, and at inte-
reft about L. jo Sterling,

Antiguities.-. About a mile and a half weft of the manor,
sre to bée feen the remains of a Druidical temple. 'The
place is called Tamnavr, which fignifies the Hill of Wor-
fhip; but there is nothing to be feen but a few large ftones,
fome of them ftanding upright, others fallen down, witnout
any appearance of figures or infeription.  The inoft remarke
able fragment of antiquity, in this parifh, is the Caftle of
Coull ; 1t is firuated about one-fourth of an Englith mile
fouth of the manfe. INot many years ago, there was fcarcely
any thing to be feen at all, but a number of little green hills,
and the remainder of an old wall, about 3o yards long, and
15 or 12 feet thick 3 the ruins were buried in the ground,
and might have continuved hid from mortal view, had not a
fearcity of manure induced people to dig about the old wall
for rubbifh ; in doing this, they came upon the remains of
four gates and five turrets, of very extraordinary dunenilions.
"Thefe 1alt, as nearly as can be guefled, for it is inpollible to
meafure them exafltly, on account of their broken ftate, will
be about 18 or 20 feet diameter ;3 the walls in thofe places
which feemm moft entire, are 15 feert thick, built with
limie and ftone throughout ; one ot the gates, which i1s not {o
much demeolhifhed as the reft, s clolvd above with a Gethic
arch of free ftone; this gate is g feet wide, 12 feet high, and
1§ feer thick. The whole work, as far as it can now be tra-
ced, appears to have been a fquare, meafuring about o
yards on cach fide. It is only a very fmall portioa of it that
is yet opened up ; three fides of it, in a grear meafure, are ftill
under ground. Aimong the rubbifh dug up, were found fec-
veral [mall picces of filver coin, with this infeription :
o _Alexander Rex Seotorum”

Vor, III, Cs Méﬁfﬂaﬁfsm‘
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Mifcellancous Obfervations,—~The roads in this parith are id
tolerable repair, but many of them very ill contrived. The
ftatute labour is exalted in kind. There are no turnpike
yoads here. From 108, to 1§ s. is the average rent of arable
ground per acre, good and bad included. Some of the farms
may rent about L. 5o Sterling, and will incizde 200 acres of
kill, arable, and pafture ground. There are in the parifh
108 horfes, 36¢ black cattle, and about 15e0 fheep,
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