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NUMBER LIL
PARISH OF HODDOM.

( County of Dumfrics. )

By the Rev, Mr James YORSTOUN,

Situation, Extemt, .

HE parifh of Hoddom lies in the county of Dumfries,
and in that divifion of it called Arnwandale. It is fitu=-
ated about 16 miles {outh.ealt from the town of Dumfries,
and belongs to the fynod of Dumiries, and prefbytery of Ana
nan, ‘The extent of the panih is, in length, abour § miles,
and, in breadth, about 23. Its form is fomewhat quadran-
gular, The prefent parith of Hoddom confifts of three pa.
nifhes united ; FHoddom, Line, and Ecclesfechan. It is now
almoft a century and a half fince thefe parifhes were thrown
into one. In each therc is {lill a glebe belonging to the mi-
nifter,

Rivers,—The rivers connefted with the prefent parifh are
the Annan, the Milk, and the DMien. The river Annan
runs along the welt fide of the parifh, and is enlarged by the
lupplies it receives, in a courle from the north, of about 26
miles. About 6 miles to the fouth, it empties itfelf into the
Solway Frith. The fith in this river are falmon, trouts, &ec.
Though there be as yet no fcarcity, yet, it is to be obferved,

that there never have been {o many fifh in the river fince the
land
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lJand began to be munured with hime, “This manure being
wafhcd from the Jand into the river by flcods, is fuppofed to
be very fatal to every fpecies of fith,  Lhe Milk wathes
only a fmall corner on the north-weft of the parifh, and then
empties itfelf into the Anvan, It runs from the eall, Tle
extent of its courfe is about 14 miles. It abounds with fimall
firh. and is an excellent river for trouting,  The Mien, which
is {0 imall as hurdly 1o deferve the name of a river, runs alfo
from the eaflt., The extont of its courfe is about 6 n.iles. It
runs acrols the parith, dividing the ol! parith of Hoddom
from that of Line, ard then empues wiclt into the Annan,
"This rivulet is conunenliy changing its channel, and damna-

girg the land lymg aongic ity Dauks,

Surface and Soili—"T'he land of the parifh confifts partly of
h};;!H ;:r;:rﬂ}r of tow ground ; and it may be added, that the
low ground couniains o conbliderable extent of holin, The {oil
ray be cafled under three kinds: oft, The holin land,
which lies by the banks of the Anpan on the waity, and by
thole of the Micn, towards the caft of the parith.  L'he lund
near the banks of thefe rivers is all, excepting a few finall
fpots, a deep and a rich loam, collelted by the rivers, and
exce dingly terule. The next is that in the vody of tie pa-
rilh, where theic 15 a plain of about two {quare miles. The
foil in that plae is b -ht and graveliy, but prerty free hrom
ftones; and, with proper culiure, and a feilon not remark-
ably dry, produces rch crops both of corn and grafs. “ihe
third is that towards the novthern parts of the parith, where
the greund rifes, from the plam in the body of the parifh,
in a gradual and gentle afcent, finely expoefed ro the fouth
and fouth wot,  The foil here indlines to clay 3 much of
it lies upon a cold il ; for.e of it vupon a rock; but,

when properly limed, is ahmoft as produdlive as the low
lands.
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lands. A few farms to the eaft, on the march of Middlebie,
and a few to the nortly, on the march of Tundergarth. have
not the fame expofure, but the foil is the {aipe. n the
welt fide of the old parifii of Line, a confiderable tralt of
land lies wallte, the moft of which could not admit of cul-
ture ; but, excepting this and a few other places, 2ll the ;. 1
in the I:rt:ﬂ:nt Imri{h of Hoddom is arable 3 and, indcua. e

greateft part of it has achaglly been plosgrec.

Inclofieves and Produce.—Abeut 22 vears ago, not za fence
or dyke of any kind was to be ieen in the whoie parifh,
Now, almoit every farm is furroundcd with a good fence,
cither of ftene or hadge, moftly of the iatter ; and feveral
farms are divided into parks or inclofires  The gran crops
arc principally oats and barley. in tcine particular fpots,
wheat may be feen; but fo little of i, as not to deferve
being particularly mentioned, “lhe mode of culture com-
monly adopted 1=, firfl; manuring the land with e,
when that is judg~d necefiary: then breaking the ground,
and taking fiom it two crops of oats fucceflively ;3 then
manuring the land with dung, and taking from it one
crop of barley: then takirg from it other two crops of oats;
and, after thart, {ulfering the land to reft for about four years.
'LThis is the methed which is commonly followed ; but there
are indwiduals who purfue a different method, and liy out
their ficlds both with jm!;ment and tafte. Toe quantity of
grain. produced in the parith, greatly exceeds thar which is
confumed by the inhabitants. 1500 Carlifle bufhels of bar-
ley, aco Carlile bufheis of oats, together with 3500 flone
weight of eat-meal, are computed to have been, for thefe
three years paft, carried out of the parifh aonually, aran
average. Some of this barley is exper. F o fireenock, but
the greatet part to Lancathire and Cumberland. It muft

not,
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350 Statiftical Account

not, however, be underftood that all the grain carried ot
of the parifh, is over and above what is confumed by the in-
habitants. Both meal and malt are brought into the parifh
from other places, and fold in {inall quantities to thofe who
cannot afford to lay in a ftock. But the quantity brought in,
bears no proportion to that which is carried out of the parifh.
The vegetable produce, not included in grain, confifts chiefly
of potatoes, the chief fuftenance of day-labourers, and the
lower clafs of people. Tew if any of thefe are exported.
Almoft every cottager keeps a hog or two, which he fattens ;
and, by the affiftance of thefe animals, the inhabitants are
enabled to confume almoit the whole potatoe produce of the
parith. A few fields are allotted for turnipss Of late years,
a confiderable quantity of ground has been laid out in fown
grafs, The quantity allotted for flax and hemp may not
cxceed 12 acres. There is one farm in the parith which it
may be proper particularly to mention, on account of its ha-

ving been lately converted into a dairy, a new thing in this
part of the country. It is the farm of Relief; belongs to Mr

Pulteney ; and is let to a perfon from Chethire, who had ac-
quired the knowledge of dairy-work in that country. Cheefe
js there made of the fame kind with that made in Che-
fhire, and is fold at 41 d. per pound. The butter, which is
made from the thick of the whey, is fold at 6 d. per pound.
This dairy confilts of about 200 acres. 40 cows were kept
upon it laft feafon, The quantity of cheefe made and fold
amounted to the value of 140, Sterling, and of butter to
the value of 11l. Laft feafon was unfavourable ; and it is
expected that a confiderably greater quantity of cheefe and
butter will be made this feafon. The flock of milk-cows is
alfo to be increafed this feafon, by the additional number of
ten,

Guriofitiess
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Curigfities~Two places deferve to be mentioned, on ace
count of their curiolity, and conneflion with antiquity. The
one is the hill of Burnfwark, famous for its particular form,
(which, from its {moothnef{s and regularity, has all the appear-
ance of art), for the extenfive view which it commands, and for
the veftiges of Roman works, which may be diftinétly traced
on the fides, and on the top of the hill ®, 'The other place
is IHallguards, being the place on which the old caftle of
Hoddom ftood, faid to have been the feat of one of the fa-
milies of the Bruces. This caftle is faid to have been de-
molithed fome centuries ago in compliance with the terms of
a border treaty, It was rebaile oy Lord Keries, in the days
ef Queen Mary, but removed to a fituation on the other fide
of the Annan, where it now ftands. The hiftory of this
caftle, and alfo of the Tower of Repentance, will probably
be given in the account of the parifh of Cumbertrees, to

which they belong.

Church.—The living, including the {lipend and the value

of the three glebes formerly mentioned, amounts to 100l
The manie is old, and in wretched repair. The offices are

in good condition, having been very lately built. The right
of prefentation is vefted in the Doke of Queeniberry and Mr
Bharpe of Hoddom, who have exerciled it by turns.

School —The fchoolmafter’s falary is only 61. 135 64,
befides quarter wapes, which have ufbally amounted to up-

wards of 15 1. per annuiit,

Poor,

* For a more particular defcription, confult Gordon’s Iti-
:trnr}', i which is drawn a pian of the hill, and the works
Fﬂn ir:l
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Peor.—The poor’s funds confift of a capital of 400 1. Stere
ling. 'This capital originated from two mortified fums; the
aqne a fum of 1119l 198 4 d. Scotch money, mortified to
the peor of the parifh in the year 1701, by Mr James Alex-
ander, through whofe weans, cluedly, the three parithes were
united 3 the other, 2 fum of 1000 mmerks, mortified by John
Sharpe of Hoddom, in the year 1715. DBy the intereft hav-
ing, from dittzrent caufes, been fuffered to accumulate, thefc
fuins have fw-lled to a capiral of g4ocl. Sterling. DBefides
the above, the weekly colleétions produce about 121, Sterling

Pa‘r‘ BT

R ifi ellaneous Obfervations.—There are few parithes fo well
provided with ro.cs as that of Hoddom. It is divided lon-
gitudinally aloofl into two halves, by the turnpike road lead-
ing from Gratenay to Moffat ; and there are five crofs roads,
all of which are equai to turnpike. It may be proper to
mention the convemency of us fitvation, in regard to one of
the pruncipal commedities for improvement, viz. lime. Lime
of exeellent quality is to be pot in great abundance, within
the diftance of 2 mules. "This, together with the good roads,
Lus of late years greotly increaled the value of the land, and
weanth of the inbabuants, The commencement of improve-
ments in this parifh, and within the county of Dunifrics in
general, may be d.red from the year 1577, when a particu.
Jar aét of Parliament was obtained, avthoriong o certain de-
feription of heritors, to aflels the proprictors of land, and
their tenants, in an anpudd fum, not exceedivy 127, on each
100 wnerks valuation, for the Ipecial purpele of repairing and
fupporting the different highways in cach parifhh within the
countv, RBefore that a&t was obtained, moft of the roads
were unminde, or had been repaired in a very fuperficial
manner ; and in that diftrit of the county called Asnan-

dale
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dale, almoft the whole of the roads were impailable during
the winter feafon. The power granted by the aét 1977, has
enabled the gentlemen of the county, who have exerted
therufelves with much laudable zeal, to repair, in the courfe
of 14 years, almoft every road of confequence in the refpec-
tive parifhes, The four great roads within the county,
which lead to Edinburgh by Langhelm, to Edinburgh and
Glafgow by Moffat, to Portpatrick by Dumifrigs, and to
Ayrihire by Sanquhar, as alfo the road from Annan to Lang-
holm, are nmow turnpike roads, and have all been effeftually
repaired fince the year 1777, The tolls upon them produce
about 1500 1. ger aunum; and no county, either in Scotland
or in England, can boait of having better roads than
the county of Dumfriecs. From this caufe alone, Dumfries-
fhire has become a great thoroughfare. The improvement
of the foil has been great, rapid, and fubftantial, Lime, the
only manure ufed for the improvement of wafte lands, can
now, by means of the good roads, be without any difficulty
tranfported to a confiderable diftance at all {eafons. The
preat, almoft the only drawback, which this parith fuftains, is
the want of coals, Qur diftance from thefe is about 16
miles, which renders their carriage by land very expenfive;
and the unreafonable oppreflive tax laid upon coals imported,
renders their carriage by fea ftill more burdenfome,

In the account of the parith of Hoeddam, the village of
Ecclesfechan muft not be omitted, It confifts of 105 houfes
and goo inhabitants. In this village there are two well fur-
nifhed inns, where paflengers meet with good accommoda-
tion, and may be provided with poft chaifes and poft horfes.
There are 2 inns of an inferior kind, 22 tippling houles, and
8 fhops. It has been a polt town fince the year 1588, The
mail coach, which runs between London and Glafgow, paffes
and repaffes every 24 hours; and every day is a poft day in

Vou, III, Yy Ecelesfechan,
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¥cclesferhan, for Lo.don, Edinburgh, and Glafgow. The
revenue, arifing from the poitage levied upon letters and pac-
kets, at the poit-office in Ecclestechan, amounts to 120l, per
annum, But the chiet things for which Ecclesfechan de-
ferves to be mentioned, are its fairs and markets, In
this willage a market is held every month, befides two
fairs in the year. Thefe fairs and markets, befides con-
vening the inhabitants of the country around, draw crowds
of people from the Border, and even from the Englifh fide.
On thefe occaflions there is frequently a good fhew, and a
great fzle of horfes and black cattle. Hawkers and pedlars
get a number of their goods difpofud of, and 2 good deal of
bufinels is tranfacted in the way of fettling accounts. On the
markets preceding the terms of Whitfunday and Martinmas,
many attend for the purpofe of hiring lervants for the en-
fuing half year. In former times, thefe meetings ufed never
to part withour fome bloody encounter; but, through the
progrefs of civilization, this Berder, or rather darbgrous {pirit,
has of late been gradually aecreafing. and, in a thort time, it
is to b= hoped, will ceafe to exift.

Befides thefe fairs and monthly markets, there has lately
been elfiablithed 3 weekly market for {wine, which promifes to
be of great advantage. Formerly, the only inarket for fivine,
near this place, was at Longrown, a village on the FKpglifh fide
of the Border. About 4 years ago, fome dealers being of
opinion, that a market in Ecclesfechan would be more cone
venient for many of the inhabitants of this part of the couns
try, propofed to eftablith one in this village.— A market for
fwine was advertifed to be held every Friday, from the begit®
ning of January to the beginning of May, It was firfi held
in January 1788, and has fince continued according to the

original eftablifbment, During thefe 4 years, upwards of
| 1009
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1000 carcafes of fwine, at 4s. per ftone, which will amount to
g 1. 8s. each carcafe, have been fold at an average each feafon.
Moit of this pork, with a great quantity not brought to the
market, is made into bacen in this country. After being pros
perly manufaltured and dried, it is fold commonly at 6s. per
ftone to different dealers, by whom it is exported to different
places in England. A great quantity is exported each feafon
to London, by a perfon who refides in Ecclesfechan, Of late
years this parifh, as well as thofe in the acighbourhood, have
been comfortably fituated in regard to frefth provifions.
Formerly, there was rarely any frefh butcher meat to be got
nearer than Dumfries ; now, one may be very well fupplied
from Ecclesfechan twice in the weck during fummer, and
once in the ten days or fortnight during winter, And, from
Annan, one may be repularly fupplied twice in the week
during the whole of fummer, and the greateft part of winter.
This is a great convenience to the inbabitants of this place,
who, not long ago, were fubjeéted to the trouble of {ending
to Dumfries, which is 16 miles diftant, at all times, when
they ftood in need of frefh provifions. 1t would not be do-
ing juftice to the place, to omit mentioning the objefts which
contribute to its beaury and pleafantnefs. A place is always
pleafint where there is much wood, water, and dry ground.
All thefe contribute to beautify Hoddam, and to render &
the moft delightful fpot in Annandale. The three rivers
have alrcady been deferibed, The fields, lying on the banks
of thefe rivers, particularly the Annan, are charming, being
moftly holm land, dry, and at the fame time rich, and fur-
rounded with beautiful banks of wood. On this fide of the
Annan, one large wood, confifting of birch, ocak, and afh,
afcends from the river about a quarter of a mile, and extends
along(t its banks about two miles. Part of it goes beyond
the bounds of this parith. A foot path, always dry and

clean,
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clean, makes a moit delightful walk from one end of the
wood to the other. One may walk for the fpace of two
miles together, enjoying all the way the charms both of wood
and water, in their wimolt perfeftion. On the other fide of
the Annan, the hill of Woodcockair rifes from the river, in
a pretty fteep afcent, for about 2 mile, and is cevered with
one of the fineft woods in the fouth of Scotland, This is
an objedt, to thofe on the oppofite fide, at once pleafant,
from the beauty which it exhibits, and comfortable, from
the fhelter which it affords, Mention has already becn made
of the large plain in the body of the parith: The road from
Dumfries to Carlifle by Ecclesfechan runs through it, On
cach fide of the road, this plain is divided into inclofures,
fenced with hedges, and interfperfed with clumps of oak
and afh. 'I'o the praveller coming fyom Dumfries, who has
to pals through a wild, bleak, hilly tralt of country, this vale,

at ficflt view, appears hke a paradife.

Statiftical Table of the Parifb of Hoddom.

Population, 1754, - 1393 Perfons under go, 4672

1791, = 1198 under 70, 146

Decreale, 195 above 70, 27

Average of births, for 3 Houfles inhabited, 247

years preceding ’f-:.lpl y 33 uninhabited, a
of deaths, 14 New houfes buile within

of roarriages, v thefe 7 years, - 38

Males, - - - 554 Old ditto pulled down, o

Females, . - G644 Married perfons, - 239

Perfons under 10 years of Widowers and widows, 61
age, - - 312 Members of the Efta-

under 20, 251 blifhed Church, 1079

acceders,
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Seceders, - - trg  Millers, - - - oz
Heritors reliding ®, . 25 Bakers, - - - 4

non-refiding 4, 12 Apprentices, - S 1+
Clergyman, - - 1 Male {fervants, - Go
Moerchants, - - g Female ditto, - - 05
Writer, - - - 1 Carriers, - - 7
Schoolmafler, - - ¥ Tanner, - - - X
¥armers §, - - =o Cloggers §, - - 3
Day-labourers, - 24 Clockmaker, = - I
Innkecpers, - - 4 Poor, - - - 10
Smiths, - - - ¢ Capital of thelr funds, L. 4e0
Mafons, - - - 6 Annual income, - L3z
Joiners, - - - 7 Garts, - - -~ 1353
Weavers, - - ~ 15 Ploughs, - - 70
Shoemakers, - ~ 4 Rent, anne 1791, in Stere
Taylors, - - 7 ling money, =~ L-206068
Butchers, - . 3

Number.,

* Of thele there are 2, the rental of whole property is be-
tween losl. and gool. per anmum; 4, whole property is be-
tween 30l and sool. a year; and 23, whofe reatal is under

30l por annmum.

+ Though thefe do properly not belong to this table, as be-
ing none of the claffes of inhabitants of the parifh ; yet, from
the intereft which they have in the parith, it was judged proper
to mark them in this place of the table, Two of thefe gentle-
tiemen have property to the amount of jool. or upwards; one
rents between 200l and 3001 per amwnum; 4, between g0l
and 100l ; and the other 5 below g3o0l. a year.

1 By farmers, are to be underilood thofe only who follow
-‘Elrl‘ning as their chsef occupation. In this clafs, weavers, ray.
lors, &c. though polfefling farms, are not included, farming not
being the chiet occupation by which they live.

§ Perfons whofe bufinefs is to make clogs, Thefe are a kind

of {hoes much worn by the lower clafs of inhabitants in the
winter
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- Number, Falue cach. Yotal walue,
Horfes, 259 IL.12 o ©¢ L.3108 o e
Cattle, 1037 3 © o JIIT o ©
Sheep, 1078 e 10 & 565 19 o
Swine *, 235 2 0 © 470 © ©

Total value of ftock, L.7254 19

L

winter feafon. The upper part confifts of very ftrong leather ;
the vnder part, of foles of timber about an inch and a balf
thick. They are very cumbrous, but dry and warm, and rec.
koned very conducive to health. They are common in many
parts of England, and cannot be too flrongly recommended for
the ufe of the poor in Scotland, who find ﬁncs a very expenfive
article of drefs, particularly in the remote parts of the country,

® Adttention to the breeding of fwine has, as yet, only pre.
vailed near the weftern borders of Scotland. 1t is found fo
advantageous, that it ought to be extended as much as poflible
all over the kingdom. It requires fkill ; but, where the proper
mode of managing {wine is well known, from the guicknefs of
the return, they prove the moft profitable Rock of any.

N U M-
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