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NUMBER V. °
PARISH OF FORDICE

(County of Banfl.)

By the Rev. Mr Jaumes LAWTIE.

Name, Situation, Extent, Soil, and Surface.

HE antient and modern name of this parifh is Fordice,

it is faid to be derived from the Gaelic, and to fignify

the bleak country. And, indeed, the upper part of the parifh

may fhll be entitled to the epithet of bleak ; but much more

{o, before the woods were cut down, and the marthes drain-

ed. Fordice is fituated in Banffthire, in the prefbytery of
Fordice, and {fynod of Aberdeen.

"This parifh fince Ordiquhill, Defkford, and Cullen, were
detached from it after the Reformation, is nearly triangular.

From the mouth of the river or burn of Boyn, on the eaft,
to the Knockhill, is five miles Scots, From the Knockhill
- to Logie the fame number of miles on the weft. From
; Logie to the mouth of the burn of Boyn, near Scots Miln
and Old Houfe of Boyn, alongft the fide of the fea, five
miles, On the eaft it is bounded by the parifh of Boyndie,
on the fouth by Ordiquhill and Grange, on the weft by

Defkford, Rathven, and Cullen, on the north by the iea,
pr Moray Frith,

The
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a6 Statiftical Account

The general appearance of the country is rather flat, with
many inequal:ties and riling grounds. ‘There are two {mall
and contiguous hills, thofe of Fordice and Durn, about a
mile fouth from the fea, befides the Knockhill at the {outh-
weft extremity, much higher than the two preceding, and
which feparates this parifh from part of Grange and Oidi

quhi:l.

The coalt or fhore is high and rocky, with the exception
of a few bays, fuch as thofe of Portfoy and Sandend.

Many forts of fithes are caught on the coaft, ling, cod,
tufk, haddock ; befiles dog, whiting, mackarel, holybut,
tarbot, cat, and flounder of wvarious kinds. Lobliers,
crabs, clains, limpits, and periwinkles, “The principal
mezrket for the firft four kinds was Leith and the South
Frith ; but now the fithers fay they fuffer fuch exactions at
Leith, (a ftrange policy upon an article of prowvilions) that
they feldom proceed to thac market, and feil betwixt this
and the Scuth Frith. There are corallines on the coafls,
and from famples taken up on the fithers hines or hooks, it
is believed a few corals and fponges. ‘I here are large fhoals
of herrings and confiderable numbers of ieals, purpoifes, and
fometimes whales, and (harks, feen on the coalt,. The liwae-
ftone on the coalt is frequently perforated by a fpedies of
fmall mufcle, which live and grow in the ftones. The filh
of this kind called pholades 1n ltaly, have three or four fhells,
curs, like common mulcles, only two. ‘There might bz
large quantities of kelp made on the coafl.
great quantity of both tangle, and belly-weed, which grows
on the fea rocks, when by f{torms loofened and difengaged

from them, and caft afbore, are carefully gathered and wufed
as

However, the
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as manure. Sometimes belly-weed is fhorn or cut for that

purpufﬂ by the farmers.

An intelligent boatmafter at Sandend, fays, that the courfe
of the tides is from half tide to half tide, and that there are
no extraordinary currents untl they get above Cromarty ;
and the only dangerous rocks are the Skairs of Caufrey.
The fithers dire¢t their courfe by the hills of Durn and
Knockhill, There is no ligcht-houfe; bur a beacon, it is
faid, would be ufefel upon the above-mentioned Skairs.
Eafter and Wefter Heads of Portfoy, and Logic Head on
the weft towards Cullen, and a few miles froma Scarnofe, in
the parith of Rathven, are the moft remarkable head-lands,
Redhyth betwixt Sandend and Portfoy, is a very ufeful and
iafe creck in fome cafes, having a deep beech. A thip from
Uncg::, about twenty two years ago, by I}cing run mto the
bay of Sandend, faved both her cargo and hands,

The hills are covered with grafs, or heath, mofily the
latter, There has been a very deep mols on the top of the
Kneekhill ; but was never ufed, being inacceflible almoft by
horte carriages, and moftly burnt out in the dry year 1723,
There is muuch marble {or rather jafper) at Portfoy, quarried
in the ordinary manner, and manufaétured into chimney-
picces, funeral-monuments, tea cups, fun-dials, &¢. Upon
the firft difcovery, much of it was exported to France, and
it is faid, there are two chimney pieces of it in the palace of
Verfailles, and that it became fathionable in France; but the
family of Boync overflocking the market, it went out of
fathion, and a fhip load of it lies negle@ed on the banks of
the Seine, as a gentleman who faw and knew the ftones
informed me. This quarry runs fouthward from Portfoy
into the hill of Durn, and then acrofs the country to the

welt
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43 Statifical Account

weft end of the hill of Fordice, and from that fouth nearly
to the Knockhill. The hiil of Durn feems to be one mai;
of marble, and a kind of quartz, a white filiceous ftone em-
ployed in the manufalture of ftoneware. There are like-
wife in the lower end of the parifh, through the eftates of
Findlater, Birkenbog, Glaflaugh, and Durn, inexhaufiible
quarries of limeftone ; large quantities of lime and lime.
ftonc are tranfported. There is a weighty clumfy fort of
flate in the rocks of Findlater. Hopes have been entertain-
ed of finding a coal mine near Glaflaugh or Sandend. A-
longft with the limeftone there are mixtures and layers of a
black f{ubfiance, like flate of coal. Boring was tried at
Glaffaugh, both by the late General Abercrombie, and his
father, but no difcovery of coal was made. The rocks on
the fea at the eaft fide of the parith, near Craig of Boyn,
have been faid to confift entirely of iron ftone. The foil in
general is deep and fertile, but rather wet than dry, which
renders the harveft late in a rainy harveft. No part of the
parifh is fubjeét to inundations, except the haugis and flat
grounds, near the rivulets, where mifchief is fometimes
done, both to cerns and houfes. In fummer 1992, fome
houfes and a bridge were fwept away, both at Fordice and
Giaflaugh. 7The fame happened in November 1781,

Climate and Diffempers.——The air is rather dry than moift,
and in genecral healthy. ‘The ravages of the fmall-pox are
very much abated by the practice of inoculation. The moft
prevalent diftemper is fever, and that for the moft part not
univerfal, but confined to particular diftricts. It is fome-
times thought to arife from infeftion and communication
with other parts of the country; at other times from local
fituations, and circumftances of the people’s houfes and ha-
bits of living in particular diftriéls,

Popuiation.

#
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of Fordice. | 49

Population.—The population of this parith, fo far as it has
been traced, was as great forwerly as at prefent. This may
appear a little problematical, confidering the great number of
people collected together and living in Portfoy ; but former~
ly there were many moffes, now exhaufted, and the fides of
thefe mofles were crouded with cottagers, who laboured a
few acres of ground, had a little coarfe flax of their own
growth, and kept a fmall flock of fheep, which afforded
them clothes. Thefe people multiplied and afforded fol-
diers, fervants, and tradefmen. The great check given to
this rank of people was firft the mofles being exhaulted, and
then fome heritors himited by their leafes the number of
fubtenants, in order to {ave their mofles. The return of the
population of this parith to Dr Weblter was 3212, In the
year 1782, the police of the county required an account of
the number, young and old, in the parith, in order to gicer-
tain the quantity of meal neceflary to be imported. A tole-
rably exat numeration was made, and then young and old,
amounted to about 3425. The population fince that period
has rather increafed than diminifhed.

The average of births accerding to the regifter .of baptifms
in 1683,—4,~5, is 104 3 iR 1783,~—~4,~§, §5. Ir is bee
lieved, however, that there are as many, or nearly as many
births and baptilms in the parith now as formerly, and.that
the difference of thefe two averages arifes in a great mea-
fure from the inaccuracy of the baptilm regiliers, owing to
the negligence of the people, in regiitering their children’s
names. During lalt century, there was only one minifter,
and the fchoolmafter was attentive to his own intereft, in ob
liging the people to regifter their children. There are now
feveral who baptize at Portloy, a minifter of the cftablithe
quent,—a Secedery—a Nonjuror who preiches. every fort-

Vor. IIL G night,
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5o Statiftical Account

night,~—and 2 Roman Catholic prieft, who frequently fap
mafs there. The repifier of baprifms commences in 166,
and from the bepinning, the average of baptifms continuy
much the fame as the firft mentioned average, to the end o
the century, when the feven years famine which then hap
pened, reduces the number in 169g, to 70. From tha
time the number rifes gradaoally in the regifter to 1713,
when a Nonjaror fettling at Portfoy, and afterwards near i,
the people became neghgent in regiftering, and have gener,
ally continued fo, to the great lofs of many, in proving their
kindred with relations who had entered the feafaring line,
or fettled abroad.

There has only very lately been a regifter of burials; and
the average for 1784,—35,—6, is 4~. Bur, as there is a bu.
rial place at Portfoy, this average is not very accurate,

There is no regifter of marriages before 1722, Dy the »
verage for 1729,—39,—171,about 22 men {ettled in this parifl
married wives cither within or without the parith,—and eight
women marricd thom tius pan!h 1ito other parithes.  In
1;:84,——51,*—-5, 224 men {ettled in this p:1riih, married woman
of this er orthur pamthes, and three women were married
from this inta other parifhes, Without attending to this cr
cumftance, marriages might be flared twice; becaufs, when
the man and woman belong ro different pariihes, the publication

of the banns and regiitration of the contralt take place in both,

There are five filhing boats, fix men to a boat, and a few
yawls befides, for the boys, 'This rank is {till diminifhing by
prefling for the Navy {ervice, and young people going to the
merchant fervice; likewife by accidents of fhipwreck.—
"There is one ftudent at the Univerfity,—A few belonging 10

this
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this parilh were born in England.-—Great numbers are born
to the welt of Speys A great part of the fervants male and
female come from other parifhes, in quelt of more liberty,
.and better wages ; particularly from the more northerly parts
;{:l' the ifland.——No nobility have refided in this pur:th iince
‘the end of laft century, when the famly of Findlater fold
Durn. Refident families are Birkenbog, Glallaugh, and
Durn ; only Sir George Abercrombie of Birkenbog, has pul-
led down the old family fear, and has not yet reowlt it.—
"There are fix heritors,— Lhere is a minilter of the eltablith-
.ed church at Fordice, and a preacher at Pordoy, preiented
by the prefent Lord Findlater’s grandfather with L.20 year-
1y ; likewife a Relicf one, occationally a Nonjuror Epilcopa-
lian minsifter, and a Popith prieft.—"There is oue notary, and
one mellenger.—QOnpe furgeon at Poruoy, and one apothe-
cary.— Lhe preat body of the people are Prefbyterians of the
eftablifhed church.~—~There are a few Soceders.—A confider-
able number of Epifcopalians.—A few Papills.

The population of the parifh is not very materially diffe-
rent from what it was 25 years agoe, "The decreafe of {ub-
tenants by throwing many fmall tacks into one, is balanced
by tenanting the grafs-rooms, and the increafe of people at
Portfoy. The tenants along{t the coaft paid large victual
rents ; and therefore, found it convenient to have grafs farms
in the upper part of the parilh, for fubfifting their cattie in
fummer. In thefe farms the folding grounds were only
fown. The introdution of grafs-feeds, and partial conver-

fion of vi€tual rent, have rendered this policy unneceffary;
and it is difcontinued,

None have died for want fince the 1700.~None have left
the parifh for want of employment, except a few day-labourers,
whe
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52 Statiftical Account

who removed to the contiguous parith of Cullen, for more
conftant employment in Lord Findlater’s works ; and a con.
fiderable nuimber of lint-dreflers difperfed into differen
parts upon the failure of the thread manufadtory at Portfoy,
a few years ago,

Cultivation and Produce, {&c.—Horfe ploughing has
fome farms fuperfeded the ufe of oxen; fheep have greatly
decreafed by winter herding, and the wearing out of the
commons by tillage and much feal. A great deal of oas
and barley, and alfo a coniiderahle quantity of wheart, are
raifed in this parifh, efpeeially fince the ereéti n of flour
mills. Alnoft every farmer has fields of turnip and pota
toes ; the laft are fumetimes fold for exportation. The cul
ture of field cabbage and coleworts is likewife coming into
practice. ‘The parith does furely more than fupply itleit
with proviflions, though there is, no doubt, a confiderabie
importation of meal and fleth at Portioy, from other pa-
rifhes 3 yet that muft be more than balanccd by exportation.
Almoft all the farmers raife fax for their own uie, and fome of
them for {ule; while others let their lands for a crop to the
flax-raifers at Portloy. The fowing of grals.feeds has be-
coine very gencral, The rage of ploughing and raifing corn
had long ago deftroyed the natural beft paitares of the pa-
rifh, except a2 few on the fides of burns and rifing grounds,
which could pot be fafcly touched by the plough., There
are, however, {till remainirg in fome parts of the parill,
what they call outfields, which may be called pafture, as
they do not undergo the culture of the plough, except for
two or three crops in a dozen or twenty years. The ule
of lime has much diminithed the quantity of out-field,
Wheat is generally fown in the end of harvefi, peafe,

beans, oats, and barley, are fown from the beginning of
March
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Moarch to the end of May, according to feafens and fitua-
tions. Harveft begins in Auguft, and in early years termi-
nates in September or beginning of Odtober. Common or
wafle ground is every year diminifhing, being w;w;u'x'.rvzfrn:".:.l+ into
titlage by the contiguous tepantd, or planted by the heritors.
“T'here is one natural wood of alder, and feveral plantations of
fir, ath, elm, and other trees ; but fewer than might be ex-
pected from the refidence and opulence of the heritors. The
iand-rent of the parifh may amount to nearly L. 4ooo year-
ly. 1he valvation of this parith is between the 8th and gth
part of that of the whole county. The rent of fithing boats
about L. 4 yearly each ; but from this is to be deduced the
price of a boat furnithed once in feven years by the heritors,
About 20s. is the rent of the beft lands. From 10s. to 125,
for thole of inferior value, The fmall allotments to the inhabit-
ants of villages go higher, perhaps above 40s. the acre.
“The number of farms is diminifhing every year. From 8o
to 100 acres is the largeft. However, a confiderable number
of {mall farms till remain, for furnithing tradefmen and fer-
vants to the country., Farms are beginning to be enclafed.
There is a white peat (under the mame of greafy clods)
which may be called a bitumen, and fome years ago was uni-
verfally uted for giving light to fpinners in winter; and ia
ftill uied by the pooreit people for that purpofe.

Language.—No language is fpoken i this parith, except
the Scottith or Anglo-Saxon. All the old farms feem to
have their pamnes from the Gaclic or Erfe.  Giafiugh, Gray
or Green-Havgh., Kubillock, Burial- Hillock. Aird of Port-
foy, Height of Portfoy. Durn, Round, from its contiguoaus
rovnd hill. Auchmore, Large TField, Hfﬂd’rﬂr:gﬁf, Bridge-
end, &c. The old Mains of Findlater, which was very ex-
tenfive, i5 now divided into many farms, which have ali

Englifh
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54 Statiftical Account

Englith names. Some farms in the upper part of the parifh,
which were laid wafte, in the bad years, or famine, at the end
of the laft century, have had new and fanciful names given

them, fuch as York, Windlor, 8cc.

Stipend.-——The ftipend (in which are 21} bolls meal,
reckoned atr 10s. per boll) amounts to L. 71 : 10. The glebe,
according to the value of contiguous lands, L.7:10. Grafs
money L.2. In whole L. 81. The glebe having been per-

feltly inclofed by the prefent incumbent, it may be worth
fomething more to his fucceflor. There is likewife L. § of
communion-clement money; but that has not been uniform-

ly paid. The Earl of Findlater is Patron,

Poor.—The number of poor receiving alms is gv. There
are three different managements fof the poor at Fordice,
Portfoy, and Sandend. The produce of the coileétions may
be about L. 3t annually. Befides this, there is the inte.
reft of L. 130 of fcrtled money, which has chiefly rifen
from faving on ihe colleftions, with a few {mall benefaltions
from particular perfons. "I'here is the rent of a loft in the
church at Fordice, and of two mort-clothes. There are
likewife penalties on delinquents 3 and three of our heritors
dying within the laft ten years, about L. 30 accrued to the
poor, either by their own bequearhments, or that of their
families. Some of the heritors likewile, give every year a
quantity of meal to the poor of their refpeétive cftates.

Price of Provifions and Labour.——~When the incumbent fet-
tled here, 43 years ago, becf, mutton, pork, and lamb, fold
from 1§d. to 2d. per pound. Chickens at 2d. the pair;
hens from g d. to 6d. the pair. Dutter from g s. to 6s. the

flone, Amfterdam weight ; cheefe at 25, 6d. per flone. At
prefent
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prefent beef fells from 2% d. to 4d. the ]{rnund Amfterdam
weight ; mutton from 2d. to gd. according to the feafon ;
veal and lamb from 31 d. to 6d.; pork from 25d. to 3;d.;
pigs from 2. 6d. to 6s. Ducks 15 6d. the pair; -h-.‘:ns
1s. 4d, to 1s. 6d. the pair; chickens fell at 2d. the pieces;
pigeons at 2 d. the pair; turkies at 2s. 6d. and 35, each;
peefe 25. 6 d. each. Wheat at ap average may be 17s. 6d.
the boll ; fomething better than Linlithgow meafure. The
heritors convert barley rent ar 14s. Qurs may be reckoned
from 8s. to 12 5. the boll ; peafe and beans equal to one boll
oat meal.  Fariners men-fervants get from L 2 : 10 to
I.. 6:6 annually., Maid-fervants from L. 2 to L. 2:10 an«
nually. 1ay.-libourers from 8d. to 1s5. per day, without
meat, with meat 6d. a day. Mofling and harveft-work is the
deareft, and perhaps a little more than the above ; for 3
good harveft-man foinetimes gets rs. and vidtuals, per day,
‘Thirty or forty years ago, men-fervants got from L.1:13:6
to L.4 yearly ; women-fervants from 16s. to 20s. 3 day-
labourers from ¢ d. to 6d. without meat, with meat, about
4d. Mafter-malons now receive about 2 s, per day ; mafters
carpenters 1s. 4d. or Is. 6d.; journeymen-mafons from
15, 4d.to 1s. 6d.; journeyn.en-wrights from 1od. to 1s. 3
taylors get 6 d. and viCtuals ; houfe fervant-maids from L.2
to L.3:3 yearly; men from L.6 to L. 19 yearly. With
the mdufiry of his wife,a day-labourer may bring up his family.
As foon as they are able to work, the children are fet to fpine-
ning, or hired out to herd. When old, if their children be
not both dutiful and fuccefsful, they need help from the
poor’s-funds, Their food is meal of oats, barley, peafe,
and beans, with potatoss, milk, greens, and fome fith, which
fome years ago, when cheap, was a great help to their liv-
ing ; but of late are rifing above their purchafe. They fel-
dom can afford any fleth meat now, except at Chriftmas;

but
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56 Statiftical Account

but formerly could afford a lirtle through the winter. They
are generully affedtionate to their children, and part with
more to them, than a prudent concern for old age permits.

Antiquities.—~There is a triple fofle and rampart on the
fides and top of the hill of Durn, which feem to have quite
furrounded it. The h:gheft, which inciudes the large plain
on the top of the hill, icems 1o have been ltrong with a ftone
rampart or wall, efpreially at the entry or moll acceflible
part, where it jons the hill of Fordice. It commands an
exteniive view of the adjicent counrry ; and probably was
ufed as a retrear for the people, their fanulies, and cattle, on
invafions of the Dares from the fea, or of the wild High-
larde~s. Hard by w, o4 the fide of the hi]l of Fordice,
there is a Far o cal'vd Badbyntoul,  According to Mr Pennant,
in his Hebrides, Badbun fign fies a place of rebrge, and fome
fay Tl fignfies a burn, others a hollow; in cither way it feems
to jultify the fuppofition with refpedt to the intrenchments on
the hill of [Jurn. Of predatory invafions from the High-
landers, there ftll remain {fome traditions in the pavifl.
There is a tribe of Gregors amongft the country people, find
to be the defcendants of boys raken in a purfuit of the
thieves. Kirktown and the Caftle of Defkford in the old
bounds of this paridh, are {uppofed to have been a Roman
ftation. Flint arrow-heads of vur ancellors, called by the
country people /f arvotw beads, have been found in this pa-
rith. lhere are the remains of fome Druidical tempies,
likewife burrows or tumuli. Three of the lait have been
opened within thefe few years, One very large between
Glaflaugh and the fea, immediately above the bay of Sand-
end. It confifted of a large circular accumulation of ftones,
fourteen feet high, and fixty feet broad, and then covered

with earth or turf. Upen breaking in at the top, there were
found
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found a flone cofiin of flag or flat ftones, anl in it the
bones of a chieftain lying m ther natural ordery and a
deer’s horn, a {vmbol of the chief’s being a hanter., The
ftones, of which fort there woere few in  the neigh-
bourhood, by the (hells of the pholades, or mufcles in-
cluded in wany of them, feem principally to have been
brought from the fca. The quantity, diftance, and dif-
ficulty of accefs, feein to have required an ariny, or
large diftriét of country to tranfport them.  This burrow is
now the fite of a wind-miil. There had been another come-
paratively very {mall burrow, at about a hundred paces dif-
tance from the largeft. It had been confiruéied by cafting
up a trench round it, which fiill remains ; but the earth of
the tumulus has been long ago carried oli,  Another bur-
row was likewife broken up at Kulhillock in Ifndlater fome
years ago. It was entirely a cairn of flones 3 and 1 remov-
ing them for the purpole of inclofing, an urn was found, and
bkewife a ftone coflin covering a fkeieton, The tenant was
greatly furprifed, und, that he maght not fuffer for vielatin s
burial ground, he carcfully interred the bones, and the pucees
of the urn, at & marked place m the irclefure.,  Another tue-
mulus was likewile broken up in the contiguoas farm of
Brankamentum, through the curiolity of Idr [Duncan of
Broom, where there was found an ara contammnyg alles; it
was very hard, and the clay well baked., In the 1cth cen-
tury, the Danes landed at the mouth of the burn of Cuilen;
I{Er:g Indulfus came up, beat them, ond ebiiged thiem to re-
embark 3 but was fluin at the end of the engapgernenty in a
corner of a wood, where he fell in with an unbreken party
of the Danes. It is a matier of uncertainty whether the
battle was fought in this parith, or in that of Ratliven on the
welt of Cullen, where remains the King’s Carn, in the

Vor, I, H mid{t
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midft of Lord Findlater’s plantations, a little to the weft
of Cullen-Houfe, at which place, according to fome, In-

dulfus fell.

Eminent Men—1It is probable that Archbithop Sharp was
a native of th.s parith. His father was proprictor of Ordin-
hoves, the family eftate in this parith, and afterwards re-
moved to Banff, where, as is generally fuppofed from that
circumflance merely, the Archbithop was born. The father
managed the bufinefs of the family of Findlater, and the in-
cutnbent has heard the Jate Earl of Findlater’s father fay,
that the beit written papers in their charter cheft, were done
by him. ‘The late General Abercrombie of Glaflaugh, was
a rative of this parifh, and educated in it, Mr George
Sme b, ot s native of this place, after forving as clerk in
Hollana, P o+, annd Aleppo, found his way over land to
the Eart lavi-, 1wvas oot beard of by his friends for feve
ral years, and died February laft, on his way to Britain,
He had bezcome malter of a very confiderable fortune s
and, i} any of his five fifters, or their progeny, fail to claim
in live years, their fhares come under the adminiftration
of the magifirates of Banff.—I. 1000 to be employed for
an hofpital or infirmary at Banff or Fordice,—L. 2% yeara
ly in augmentation of the minifter of Fordice’s flipend,
—L. 40 yearly, to endow a {choolmafter at Fordice, to
teach the French and Dutch languages, with arithmetic,
mathematics, and book-keeping,—and L. 25 yearly, to cach
of his burfars at this fchool. Walter Ogilvie of Red-
hyth, a native of this parifh, Iaft century, endowed twelve
burfars at the fchool of Fordice, and eight at King's Col-
lege Aberdeen. The prefentation was in the gift of Ogilvie

of Boyn, but feld by the late Inchmartin to the family of
Findlater.
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Findlater. Trial is appointed to be made of the proficiency
of the buifars, the 4th ycar of their attendance, and, if they
be found not qualified for a literary education, or not inclin-

ed to follow it, they get the gth year to prepare them fo far

for fome trade,

General Charaéler of the Pegple, (&'¢c.—There is nothing in the
heighth of the people which may diftinguifh themn from their
neighbours in the country., Their fize cannot be called
dwarfith, but lower, probably, than it would otherwile be,
owing to the boys being early put to hard work, and the
girls confined to fpinning, Very few of the prople reach the
height of fix feet. Here it may not be improper to oblcrve,
that Sir John Gordon of Park, about a century ago, intro-
duced a breed of tall men into his eftate in Ordiguhill pa-
rith, 'colleéted from .- different parts of Scotland ; but that
their defcendants of the third generation have generally
come down to the fize of the country. More lately, when
the King of Pruflia was colleéting his tall men, the incum-
bent has not heard that he obtained any from this corner;
but he got fome from the contiguous parith of Rathven.

The people are in general difpofed to induftry., Since the
failure of thread-bleaching at Portfoy, there is no manufalture
of confeqence carried on within the parnifh. But moft of the
inhabitants raife as much flax, and weave as much linen
cloth, as ferve their famijlies. Perhaps not 1000 yards of

the cloth manufaCtured in it, are fold out of the parith at
prefent. The manufallure of linen feems to have exifled in
this parith 300 years ago, for amongft other privileges
granted to the weekly market at Fordice, by charter irom
the Crown, that of felling Linteuns latum et arilum, 18 given,

in 14p0. The people are rather inclined to the fea than the
land
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land fervice. Tlowever, many do not enter voluntarily, but by
draights made fiom the fithing boats, and prefling from the
merchant farvice, The p.ople are in general economical
and frugal; but luxory in drefs and Living are erecping in,
Only one¢ eftate in this parifh has been fold for many years,
that of Durn, which fetched, it s believed, abour 30
years purchafe; but much more bad been offered for it a
few vears before. A part of Sir Wiiliam Gordon of Park’s
unentailed efiate in this parifth, foid not long afier 1546, for
40 years purchafe,  The better fort of people are much dif=
poled to grve chanrable aiflance to the Dupwrecked; but
perhaps the ol fendal fivage cuftem of diftrefling the fhip-
wrecked, and embezzling their property, would appear, if
net reitrained by law, and by the humanity of the betier
fort. ‘The people enjoy Jic comiforts and advantages of fo-
ciety in a tolerable degree, and feem contented.  Their flate
might be ftill bettered by leng leafes, commuiation of
victual rent, abolition of fervices, &c. and all thefe things

are coming in apace. Lhere is one woman in prifon for

theftr.

Scivil.—The number of fcholars at the parechial fehool,
is, at an average, between so and a. The mafier’s e-
moluments from the kirk-feflion, keeping the regifters, fa-
lary from the pandh, and thirtecn burfars, ainount te L. 26,
Liefides this, lie has fchool-lees from his other Icholars,
from 15, to 25 6d. quarteriy, according to what they are
taught. Scmething Lkewile is made by teaching book

keceping.

There is a fchool by fubfeription at Portfoy, the fixed fa.

Iary of the fchoolmalter is L. 155 and, as be is allowed tor

take in fome more fcholars than thofe {ubferibed for, about
L.
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L. ¢ more is made of it. The number of fcholars amounts
to 30. '

There is likewife a charity fchoolmafter at Portfoy, for
teaching the poor. His fixed falary from the Society
for propagating Chriftian Knowledge is L. 8,—~from the
Countefs Dowager of Findlater L. 5,—and the value of L.'2
in land from Lord Findlater as a cow’s grafls,—L. 2 as clerk
and treafurer for the poor’s funds at Portfoy, in all L. 17,
And about feven pound more may be made by teaching
thofe who are able to pay for reading, writing, arithmetic,
book-keeping, and navigation,

There is another {chool for boys at Portfoy, where from
26 to 30 are taught 3 and through the reft of the parith there
are four fchools for girls, where reading, fowing, and knit-
ting of flockings are taught.

Mifcellaneous Objervations,—'The remarkable metdor which
travelled over o great a fpace a few years ago, was [een here,
as alfo in the neighbourheod, about the fame hour.—
Likewife the remarkable noife like <cannon fhot, heard all
over the north country in fumamer 1744, was' heard in this

parifh.

The fuel generilly ufed in the parifh is peat or torf; a
good cart foad of the firft cofts 1 s. 3d. of turf 8d. Confi-
derable quantities of Englith and Scots coal are imported at
Portfoy, and even bought by the tenants in the lower parts
of the parith, at 2 diftance from the mofles. Some of the
pdorer villagers'pull heath and cut furze.

There is one coach and two four wheeled chaifes belong-

ing
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ing to private perfons. There is a fithing village at Sand-
end. A fithing and trading one at Portfoy, both on the fea
fide. The Kirktown of Fordice, haif a mile above Sandend,
which was erefted into a borough of barony, by Eiphingiton
Bithop of Aberdeen, in 1499, afterwards by another Bifthop
of Aberdeen feued out to Ogilvie of Durn, is now the pro-
periy of Lord Findlater. There is a fmall village at New-
mills of Boyne, about two mills from the {ea.

The bridges are few, and not all in repair ; they are moft-
ly conitruéted and kept up by county affellments. The great
road between Cullen and Banff is in excellent order, but the
other roads are preatly neglefted fince General Abercrom-
bie’s death. The ftatute labour is generally exaéted ; but by
the latenefs of the harveft, the exallion of the three laft days
being fometimes hindered, thele days are frequently commu-

ted for a day extraordinary in fummer.

In the years 1782,—87, the parifth fell fthort of its ordi-
nary produce of corn and potatoes, and, without importation,
could fcarcely have fupplied itfelf with feed and provifions.
The heritors fold their farms in the country, and en-
couraged importation; Government gave fupplies, and the
kirk-feflion encroached upon their funds. The incumbent
had the curiofity to read over the feflion’s records, for the
laft ten years of the laft century, in which period hap-
pened the great famine of feven years, called the I ¥ears,
An antient elder of this parith faid, that if the fame pre-
cautions bad been taken at that time, which he had
feen taken more lately in times of fcarcity, the famine
would not have done fo much hurt, nor would fo
many have perithed, From the records, it did not ap-

pear, that any public meafures were purfued for the fupply
of
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of the poor, nor any thing uncornmon done by the feffion,
except towards the end. The common diftribution of the
colletions of the church, amounted only to about 135, 2d.
or 1s. 4d. weekly. ‘T'he thing moft remarkable was, that
for feveral years before the famine, adultery and fornication
had been extremely frequent, te which the famine put
an entire and {peedy fiop.—Neither do thefe crimes feem to
have abounded fo much in the parith, fince that time. Soon
after the Reformation, PPopery in its outward form {feems to
have left the parith entirely, but the {uperftition as to wells,
fpells, charms, remained much longer 3 and above all, a dif-
repard to the decent religious obfervation of Sunday. ‘The
eaft and weflt fide of the parith continued ther competition
at the foot-ball after divine worfhip, znd a public marker
was held in the church-yard. Buhop Elphinefion, when he
got his village of Tordice erected into a borough of barony
in 1499, and obtained the privilege of a weekly market {}ﬂ}",
thought it decent to leave out Sabbarbi, and perhaps thought
of abolifhing the pratice, which probably exifted before his
time, DBut in the renewal of the charter in 1502, to Menzies
of Durn, whole predeccflor had feued it from the Bithop of
Aberdeen, die Sablathi is exprefsly inferted.  This praftice
was only got gradually fupprefled in the beginning of this
century or end of the laft. So ..e people, whom the incum-
bent has {feen, remembered the fule of oxen-yokes, fnuff, &,
upen the Sunday.  The laft parcel of fauff brought into the
church-yard for fale on Sunday, was toffed out of the bag
by Mr Gellie the minifier, who paid the value. ‘The annual
market called Hallow-fair, by Mr Menzies™s charter, was to
be held ad Feflum Omnium Sancforum ad All.Hallomes per
Spatium offo dierum, DBy Bithop Elphingfton’s charter, in
Fieflo Sanéii Talleritani et per offavas ejufdem ; of which
faint, none of the Popith clergy of this country, with

whom
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whom the incumbent has converfed, can give him any ace
count ; though it is plain he was once a faint of their
church, and had =z feftival dedicated to him. He feems to
have been the patron f{aint of the parifh, and a well is {iill

called by his name.

There are in this parifh thirteen ale-houfes and three inns.
The number of ale houfes 1s greatly diminithed, whereby the
morals of the people with refpelt to fobricty and decency
are greatly mended. 'T'he ale houfes in this village, now re-
duced to one, were very numerous, and the Sunday’s drink-
ing very great, originrting from the Sunday’s market ; in fo
much that the minifter was obliged to compound the matter,
to allow a certain time after public worlhip, and then to caufe
ring what was called the Dirunlen Dell ; after which he vifit-
ed the ale-houfes, and difmiffed any who remained in them.
This practice, however, ccaled before the incumbent’s time,
or that of his predecefior, thouph both have been obliged
to make a ftep through the village, after dinner, and break

up drinking companies,

More cottages have fallen in the laft ten years than have
been rebuilt 3 but on the whole, the nomber fallen in and
not rebuilt, is abundantly compenfated by new feus taken,

and new houfes built 2t Portfov,

The employing cottagers in agriculture is much difconti-
nued in this parith. The farmers think themfielves better
ferved by hired fervants who lodge with them, and have no
interruption by the neighbourhood of their families. Forty
years age, moft large farms had their cottar-man, i. e, a
cottager living near them, who held the plough, bound the

corn in harveft, and built the ricks., This feemingly ufeful
member
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member of a farm is difcontinued, becaule ploughing is bet-
ter and more generally underftood than formerly, and the
difficulty is not great, of finding 2 good ploughman to hire
at any term; however, fome of the farmers wifh for cotta-
gers on their farms, whom they can employ incidentally, or,
what would be ftill more ufeful, to have villages fcattered
up and down the country, where day-labourers could be

hiced.

Yor. IIL I N U M.
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