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NUMBER LXVIL

PARISH OF ARBIRLOT.

(County of Forfar.)

.E_].r the Rev. Mr_RH:.HAED WaTs0N.

Name, Situation, Extent, oz,

BBIRLOT is termed, in old writings, Aberelliioz. The -
name feems to be of (Gaclic original, in which lan-
guage aber fignifies above, and Kfliot is the name of the water.
Aberelliot, therefore, ia expreffive of the local fitvation of
the village. The parifh of Arbirlot lies in the county of
Forfar, in the prefbytery of Aberbrothock, and fynod of
Angus and Mearns. It is about 4 miles in length, and 3 in
breadth, The extent of fea coaft is about 3 miles, and, for
the moft pare, Hat and fandy.

Seil and Climate.~—The greater part of this parith is hilly s
yet the hills are neither very high nor rocky. They are in
general green, and capable of cultivation, The air is cone
fidered as healthy, and there are no peculiar difeafes. The
il is various. Along the coaft there is a thin dry foil,
which, in a wet feafon, yiclds a tolerable crop; but in a dry
feafon, a very fcanty one. 'The foil, contiguous to this, con-
fifts of 3 light rich loam, on a gravelly bottom, which be-
“mes fertile in proportion to the feafon, and the cage be.

fowed on its cultivation. In ficlds adjoining to each other,
et
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468 Statiftical Account

we have foils very different ; fome fliailow, others deep, The
deep foils have gemerally an‘under ftratum of clay, which ren-
ders them hard to plough; but when proper care is taken of
their culture, and the feafon favourable, they prodace weigh.
ty crops.  In the hilly parts of the parith, there are various
qualities of foil, fome cold and wet, fome moorifh and fpon.
gy, fome dry and gravelly. In a word, the variety of foil is
{o great, that often, in the fame field, different foils are to
be found. This inequality of foils, which, at firft fight,
feens a defed, is in reality a remarkable proof of the wifdom
of providence; for there is no foil o ungrateful, as not to
reward the labourer’s toil, if he will only beftow proper care
on its culture, and each foil has a feafon, in which it is pecu-
liarly produétive. The ground, in this parith, has, for the moft
part, a good expofure, and grows fruitful, in proportion .to
its ftate of cultivation. This has encouraged the firmers of
late years to improve tracts of it, which formerly lay wafte
and uncultivated,

Agr:'?m’iur: and Produce~Such of the tenants as border
on the fhore, ufe fea ware for manure. But the principal
manure here ufed is lime, which is brought partly from the
Frith of Forth, and partly from Sunderland in England, at
a very confiderable expence; yet the farmers value it {o
much, that they look upon it as an effential requifite in car-
rying forward their inprovements. The times of plowing,
fowing, and reaping, are determined by the feafons, and the
.geoeral rules laid down by the moft experienced farmers.
The principal crops raifed in this parifh are oats and barley.
Of the former there is only a {fmall quantity, but of the
latter a great deal is annually exported.  Of late years, a con-
fiderable quantity of wheat and turnips has been fown, and,
in general, fucceeded well, For fome years paft, the farmers

Bave paid due attention to the raifing of flax; and, from the
premiums
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of Arbiriat. 469

premiums they have received, it appears that their labour
has not been in vain. In the year 14990, there were ¢ acres
ef ground, within the bounds of this parifh, lown with lints
feed, whach in general fucceeded well, and procured the pre-
miums given by the Society for raiing of flax in this coumy,
There are from 4o to §o ploughs in this parith, of different
conftruétions. Some of thein ure drawn by 4 horfes, and
others by 2. 'When 4 horfes are voked, 2 fervants are re-
quifite; but when two do the work, one man is fufficient, as
he buis uolds the plough, and drives the horfes, This laft
mode of plowing has been introduced, partly from the im-
proved tuate of the farm, and partly from the increafe of
{fervant> wages. It will be admitted by the candid, that im=
provements in hufbandry, as in the fine arts, arrive at matu-
rity by degrees. Encouraged by fuccefs, the farmers in this
parifh have, within thele 20 years, made rapid progrefs in
the cultivation of their lands. And as their farms are not
over-rented, they are enabled to go on with their improve-
nieats.

Cattfe.~It may not be improper to obferve, that great at-
tention is paid to the breeding of cattle; but little to the
fecding of them, They are, for the moft part, brought to
the market about 3 years of age. Therc is only one grazier
in the parifh. It is remarkable, that there is not within the
bounds of this parith one flock of fheep, efpecially when we
confider, that the greater part of it is hilly, Perhaps the pe-
riod is not far diftant, when the farmers may fee their intereft
in this particular, and take the benefit which their local fitu-

ation evidently points out,

Wages.—The yearly wages of men fervants, in the diffe.

rent branches of hufbandry, are from 71. to 81 Sterling;
and
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snd of women fervants, from 31, to 41. Sterling, including
fhie perquifites. The wages of a day labourer are 6 d. when
the employer furnithes him with provifions. But when the
Mbourer vituals himfelf, his wages are from 1 5. to 15 4. per

day.

Povulation.~he retern to the inquiry made by Dr Web.
ﬁ.,;r,iin 1765, refpefting the population of this parith, was
865. No particular enumeration has been made fince that
perios. uniil about 12 months ago, (September 1790), when
an exatt 1ift of the inbabitants was made wp; and their
number amounted to 1055, of whom there were 50 males,
arid 505 females, By a regifter, well attefted, it appears,
that the marriages, births, and deaths in this parifh, from
the beginning of the year 1780, te the end of the year 1790,

were as follows:

A, D. Marriages. Births, - Deatks,
mal. fem. in all.
1780 5 14 q 21 17
1781 3 17 13 30 ]
1782 1 Il 5 16 12
1787 [4 Il VK 22 11
b S 3 16 g 25 9
178¢ 11 8 7 15 12
1786 6 16 [ 25 9
1987 3 18 9 27 10
1788 6 17 14 32 3
1789 5 13 1o 21 &
1790 4 28 10 38 ¢,
53 167 10§ 272 04
The
£ Ther nivers ity of Edinbiirgh
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The above account of births, correfponds with sn dbferva.
tion made by the Baron de Montefiynien. in his Spiric of Laws,
that there are born, in feveral parts of Europe, more boys

than girls.

&+

Manufatdures~The inhabitspés of this perith enjoy the
advantages of raifing, watering, drefling, and {pinning of
flax, in a high degree, which might furely be an objeét off
great importance, both to flax dealers and manufaéturers
though, as yet, there is no eftablithed linen manufaétory im
the parith, For fome yemrs paft, shere has been a frmail
brick-work carried cnjy bur 1t docs no RpERIAL, that this
branch of manufadture has «ithior onricized sts proprictors, or
much benefited the parithioners. 8eversk houjes bave pesn
built within thefe laft 10 years sor tr2defmen, efpecially wes
vers, who have met with due cucouragement from the for-
mers. They are allowed a piece of ground nigh to their
houfes, on reafonable terms; and are bound to perform no
fervices, except a few day’s labour, at different {eafons of the
year, during which time they receive, from their refpettive
mafters, 6 d. per day, and their vi€tuals. It is probable that
thefe perfons, from their induftry, cconomy, and attention ta
bufinefs, will increafp the produce, the wealth, and the po-
pulation of the parifh, There Is one brewer in this parifhy
and 4 perfons who feH ale antd fpirituons liquors, and are knowmn
by the name of tapflers, Thefe alchquies are rather for the:
accommodatidn of ﬁrangeré, than for the ufe of the parithi-
, oners, who look upon idlenels, debauchery, and intemperance,

as the principal fources of human mifery. Re

Fyuelw-The fuel, commonly ufed by the inhabitants in the
lower part of the parifh, is coal, and by thofe in the bigher

part peats and turf,
Ryads
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Roads emd Bridpes.~~The bridges in the parifh are good,
The roads were exceeding bad, but have been altered for the
better within the laft two years; and at prefent there are fe-
veral favourable circumftauces, which induce us to hope, that
they will foon be repaired to our withes. DBy a late aft of
Parliament, the ftatute labour has been commutéd ; and the
converfion money raifed in this parith has been laid out by
the gentlemen of the difirict ro preat advantage. Being fur.
nifhed with every qualification requilite for the improvement
of the roads, we may jufily be confident, that they will take
the moft effeftual meafures in order to compleie a fcheme, {o
confonant to friendly intercourle, {ymputhetic wd, and found
policy. A turnpike road is now making between Dundee
and Arbroath, which runs through this parith ; and though
the tolls charged are confiderable, yet the advantages are
fo vifibie, b th in fpeculation and 10 fadk, that very much good
is cxpelted from it,

River and Fifb~The water Eliiot, which runs through
this parifh, trom north to fouth, hath its fource in the parifh
of Carmylie, about the diftance of 3 miles from: the town of
Arbirlot. It was noted, fomec time paft, for trouts of a pe-
culiar relith. At prefent there are very few in the water.
It may be obferved, that our young men, inftead of ufing the
well diffembled fly to catch the firmy rate, have of late tried
the gun to kill the fpringing game. 'l his new fafhion will, pro-
bably, foon be over. Yor fome years paft, there has been, at
the mouth of the Elliot, a {almon fithery; but, either through
the negligence of the perfon who has the management, or
from the different run which that {pecies of fith have taken,
very few are caught. DBy the variety of trees and fhrubs on
the banks of Elliot, which invite the feveral kinds of fing-

ing birds, and the Caftlec of Kelly, built upon 2 rock, by the
wated
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water edge, though in a half ruined ftate, a very beautiful
and delightful romantic fcene is Formied, which is to be feen
to great advantage on the road betwixt Arbroath and Arbir-
lot. The Elliot is not only an objeét of beaury, but of uti-
lity. There are ¢ mills upon it ; one for cleaning flax, an-
other for drefling yarn, and 3 for grinding corn, A few
years ago, the preateft part of this parifth was under thirlage
to fome of the corn mills in the necighbourheod, and payed
a2 very high multure. DBut the prefent tenants, defirous of
obtaining freedom from this thraldom, agreed among them-
felves to pay the rents of the feveral mills to which they
were thirled ; and the late faflor or fteward on the eflate of
Panmure accepted of their propofil; in confequence whereof,
they can carry their corn to any mill they pleafe.

Heritor awd Reut,—"The whole parilh of Arbirlor, at pre-
fent, is the property of the Flon. Willlam Maule, brother of
the Farl of Dalboulie, by a deed of the lare William Maule,
Earl Panmure. The valued rent is 4266 1. 13s. 4d. Scotch.
dhe real rent is 22 bolls 2 pecks whear, 454 bells bear, ¢19
holls 8 pecks meal, and 935 L. 115 gd. Sterling.  The rent
pad by the tenants varies from 5 5. to 308, peracre, RBut
ground, in proper culture for flax, is frequently let for one
trop, by the farmer, at § guineas the acre. There are in-
ftances of individuals rtntit]g 1.1:1:_1*3, fm-”-.{rr',’}- 1*[?!":‘:.'{17_11 [’3}?'
feveral tenants, and of remotving thofe people known by the
name of cottagers; hot whether this has torned out to the

HdL'JIIIdELT or d!fadt'::n:.:lh;__;c of the farmer, is doubtful,

h 1 fut s -
. l::,,..ern'::- —The living confifts of 57 bolls 4 pecks meal,
mithgow mealure, 44 bolls hear, 10 bolls 12 pecks wheat,
Md 161 65, 112 d. in money, with the addition of a manfe,

d : iy ¥ -
garden, and a alehe of 4 acres.  The valoe of the living,

Vor, IIL, 3 O there-
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therefore, cannot be eftimated above 8gl. Sterling a yean
The King is patron. The kirk was repaired in the year
1785, and the manfe in the year 1390. 'There sre only a
few Seceders in the parith, and no Roman Catholics.

Scheol.—The parochial fchoolmafter has no legal falary
paid him by the heritoer. His income confifts of 8 bolls of
meal, which was mertified in the year 1628, by Alexander
frvine of Drum, then proprictor of Kelly, in favour of the
fchoolmalter of Arbirfot; and confirmed by his fon, Sir
Alexander Irvine, Knight, in the year 1637 ; and g bolls 8
pecks of pats, colledted from the feveral tenants in the parifh,
at the rate of 2 pecks for cach plough ; which, together with
a houfe, garden, feffion-clerk®s dues, and Ichool fees, may be
eftimated about 20l. Sterling per sannum. The number of
children, educated at this fchool, yaries according to the dif-
ferent feafons of the year, In winier, they may be reckon-
ed from 40 to 5o; in fumuer, from 30 to go; in {pring
and autumrn, from 20 to 30. The prefbytery have appoint-
ed every parochial fchool, within their bounds, to be exa-
mined once a year, by a committee of thewr number.,

Poor.~The poor, being few in number, are tolerably well
provided for. In the year 1629, Alexander Irvine of Drum, 2
genticman of fortune, then proprictor of Kelly, mortified 12
bolls of meal to the poor in the lands of Kelly, which have
been of very great advantage to indigent perfons in that part
of the parifh, efpecially in the years 1782 and 1983, 'There
are, belides, of certain annual income, 101, Sterling, belong-
ing to the poar’s fund, being the interelt of 4000 merks
lent et 41 per cent. which, together with the colleftions if
the church on Sundays, and at the celebration of the Lerd’

fupper, produce abput 35 1. Sterling a year.—-The diftribu-
' fio
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tion of this money is confidered as a branch of duty belong-
ing to the minifter and kirk elders, whe meet at various times
in the year for that purpofe. Part of it is employed in bhoy-
ing coals, coats, and fhoes, for indigent perfons in the winter
feafon ; part in fupplying thefe who need a cerrain weekly,
monthly, or quarterly allowance, 2ccording ro their necefii-
ties; part in teaching poor children of the parifh; and parr,
in relieving fuch other occafional objeéts of compaflion as
make application to them. Of all thefe difburfements an
exalt account is kept, for the fatisfallion of every fair inqui-
rer who is entitled to afk it. As the kirk {effion has ad-
vaatages, both for knowing and fupplying the wants of the
poor, {o its members are extremely attentive 1o diftribute ro
every ane according to his exigencies, infomuch that there is
not at prefent one beggar belonging to this parith. Vagrants,
however, to whom begging is fweet, infeflt it from week to
week, and from day to day, through the revolving year. It
were to be withed, that work houlfes, in every county, were
ereted for the diffolute and idle.

Longevity.~We have feveral inftances of great longevity.
There was a man in this parifh, who died a few months ago,
at the advanced age of 99. About eight days previous to his
death, he feemed to have loft all his fenfes; he neither faw,
heard, {poke, felt, nor moved ; but received food, when it

Was put into his mouth.

Mineral Waters—Propitious nature has kindly provided
feveral mineral {prings near Arbirlot, one of whigh had a
high charafter fome years ago ; and it is to be regreted, that
for want of proper accommedation, perfons of high rank
have declined coming to it. ‘The well is about half = mile

difiant from Arbirlot, and not exceeding 190 yards from the
high
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476 Siatiftical Account

high road betwixt Arbroath and Dundeg. It is called Wora
my-bills Well, probably from the formation of the hills about
it, which wvery much refemble worms, efpecially when they
twiflt themfelves. The warer of this well has been ufed
with fucceis, both In fcorbutic, and in rheumatic diforders.
It is defervedly eftcemed on account of its niedicinal virtue
and being wulun 200 yar.ls of the {fva, perfons attending it
have the benciit of fea bathung, which, of late years, has

been miuch recommended by our beft phylicians.

Autiguities.— A few years ago, the remains of a religious
houfe in the panilh, whole ruius bad been revered for ages,
were taken down. And though we cannot [ay at what tine,
or by what perfun, it was built, yet from the accounts given
of it, we have reaion to believe, that it bad been a Druoidical
temple, "The province of the Druids, properly fo called, was
religion ; yet they managed matters {o dextroufly, that they
engroffed all power, civil as well as religious ; and under the
charaller of either priclts, magitrates, philolophers, or phy.
ficians, took cvery thing under their cogmizance. lIn this
parifh, there are many heaps of ftones, which the people call
cairns. Bur whether they were at firft deligned as monu-
ments, raifed over the dead, or {igns of memorable events, or

altars of the druids, is uncertain,

Among the Greeks, there were many heaps of ftones, con-
fecrated to Mercury; and among the Latins, there were nume
berlefs rude pillars, cenfecrated to the fame divinity, under
the denomination of Faunus., It is alfo certain, that in Caul
and Britain, there were many heaps and pullars exaétly fimi.
lar to thefe. But we cannot affirm, that the natives of this
country performed any religious ceremonies on thefe cairns, or

confidered them in any other point of view, than as objecls of
gratﬂfui
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grateful remembrance, of mutual confidence, and of future

faiie. ,

It is reported, with much confidence, that a crown of
one of the kings of the Picts, was found in the Blick-den
of this parifh, by a quarryman, about the beginning of the
prefent century, who fold part of it in che neighbourhood,
for 20 1. Scotch 3 and fent che remainder to Londan, wieh a
view to procure its real value. But by lome unforefeen oc
currence, he and his family were prevented from reaping
that advantage, which might have been expedled from {o va-
Juable a curiofity.— It iz confidentially reported, that a road
was made through part of this parith, by Heétor Boethius,
the Scotch hitterian, which ftill bears his name, though
fomewhat corrupted. It is called He kenbois-path,

Caflle of Kelly—~Neither the period when the Cafile of
Kelly was budt, nor the proprictors, through a long feries of
ages, can now be traced. ‘I'radition, however, has handed
down a circumflance, which deferves notice, viz. that one
Ouchterlony, laird of Kelly, was viclently adtive in demao-
lithing the Abbey at Aberbrothock. Nor is it unlikely that
he confidered cvery religious fabric as a reliCt of idolatry.
And being remarkable for the activity of his zeal, he was
appointed by the Convention to carry this barbarous deed
into execution.—To deferibe, at large, the beauties of Kelly,
and do juftice to Nature’s varied charms, would require un.
commeon delcriptive powers, The fol does not refufe nou-
rithment to trecs of foreign birth., At prefent there is in
the garden, a tree called the Dall- lound-bolly, remarkable for
e beauty. Then expofed to the fun, and fheltered from the
chilly blaft, it has grown up to full maturity.

Gemreral
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Migratory Birds.~~The migratory birds are the f{wallow,
the cuckoo, the lapwing, the dotterel, and corn-craick or
rail. The fea-gulls arec confidered as ominous. When they
appear in the fields, a florm from the fouth-eaft generally
follows; and when the {tort begins to abate, they fly back

to the thore.

General Charaffer —The inhabitants of this parith are fo-
ber, induftrious, and regular in their attendance on the ordi.
nances of religion. Senfible of the advantapes which they
enjoy, both of a civil and religious nature, they wifh to re-
lieve the miferies, and promote the happinefs of their fellow
creatures. They are jult in their dealings, true to theif
promifes, liberal to the poer, and mutuvally helpful to one
another,

N U M-
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