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NUMBER LXVI,

PARISH OF DORES,

(County of Invernefs.)

BJ.r the Rev, My ]OHN MKirican.

Narme, Sitration, and Extend.

ORES, artiently called Durris, is fuppofed to be derivy

¢d from the compound word in the Gaelic language,

Tur-ri-ifb, which, tranflated into Englith, fignifies, a sifnp

ground near a woter. Such a rifing ground there is in the

parith, whofe fides are walthed by Lochnefs. It lies within

the county and prefbytery of Invernefs, and fyned of Maray ;
and is about 20 miles in length, and 3 or 4 in breadth.

Seil and Climate.—~The foil is generally light, but not much
cultivated, as the ground is occupied by a number of {mall
tenants, who have but fhort leales of their farms, and con-
fequently no enconragement to improve them, cither for
their own or their mafters advantage. The mountains, which
inclofe the valley on the north and fouth, protect it from all

winds, except thole from: the weft and eaft ; whereby, in hgt
feafons, the fummer heat is increafed fo much, that the corn

and grafs would be in danger of being quite parched, were
it not for the night dews, that frequently fall in great quan-
tities. In the high ground there are feveral lakes and moun-
tains, to the extent of which the arable land bears but a

very
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very {mall proportion. The foil, in fome of thefe, has
grﬂatl}? the ad?a'htagﬂ over that of the low ground, and is
very produétive in feafons free from froft, or much rain.
The parith, in general, though better calculated for paftu.
rage than for railing corn, produces as much grain as is fuffi-
cient for the fubfiftence of its inhabitants. The air is efteen~
ed falubrious, and many live to a good age, though there are
no inftances of great longevity. There are, however, in the
neighbourhood, 3 men and their wives, whole ages, added
together, amount to §1o years,

Cultivation and Produce,~The crops chiefly produced here
are oats, barley, and potatoes, on the latter of which the
poorer fort chiefly depend for fubfiltence. The new mode
of farming can hardly be faid to be introduced into this pa-
rifth, except at Gortuleg, thie property of James Frafer, Efq;
writer to the fignet, who fpares no pains nor expence to im=-
prove it. His tenants have aifo got good leafes; and his pa-
triotic example, in both thefe refpeéls, is deferving of imita-
tion. The feafon of fowing oats is from the 20th of March ta
the middle of April. The fowing of barley begins about the
12th May, and continues to the end of that month. The
reaping of the crop, unlefs the feafon is wer and cold, as
happened laft year, is from the beginning of September ta
the middle of QOdtober.

W ages.~—Male fervants receive from 31. to ¢ 1. Sterling
per annum ; and the females from 30s, to 355, There are
few ('ay labourers, (as many of the young lads go out of the
county for work, in the fummer and harveft), which obliges
the tenants to keep more domeflic fervants, elpecially in har-
veft, than their farms can well afford to fupport. On this

account, more than from unfkilfulne(s in hufbandry, fome
difcover
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difcover an inclination to abandon tillage, and throw their
lands into pafturage. A married fervant, with 3 or 4 chil~
dren, if he and his wife are {ober and induftrious, can live
more comfortably than many of the farmers, DBefides his
wages, he has ground from his mafter for planting as many
potatoes as he can gather manure fit to rate them. ‘Iradei-
micn, fuch as malons, wrights, taylors, &c. unlefs they work
by. the picce, are allowed 184d. a day, or 1s. and their
maintainance. Day labourers, employed in cafting peats, re-
ceive g d. a man, and 6 d. a woman. :

Population.—The population, of late years, if a conclufion
may be drawn from the births entered in the panth regiter,
has rather decreafed. By a furvey lately taken, (in April
1791), the number of fouls amounted to 1365 ; of whom
610 were males, and 755 fewnales.  The return to Dr Web-
fter, in 1953, was 1520. ‘There appears to be, therefore, a
decreafe, on the whole, of 155. Ll'he births and marriages,
for the laft 10 years, as recorded in the parifh regiller, are as

follows :
Births, Males, Females. Mai riages.

1781 46 24 22 6

1782 44 19 25 3

1783 37 o 15 3

1784 1y 11 ! 9

178% 23 14 Q 10

1786 29 17 12 o

1587 273 I2 11 7

1788 30 16 14 12

1789 34 19 is 15

1790 373 17 16 z

318 171 147 8o

Average, 32 17 ° 1 ¥ 8

You, III 3 P Heritors,
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Heritors.—There are § beritors, only one of whom, viz,
Mr ¥razer of Gortuleg, occafionally refides in the parifh.
The non-refidence of heritors may, in the opinion of fome,
be an advantage, as hereby that degree of luxury is prevent-
ed, which excites particular perfons to 2iin at making a
higher figure than is confiftent with their circumftances; but
perhaps it would be for the general good of the tenants, that
they were like a family, under the immediate eye and obfer-
vation of their mafter, fo that his care might extend, as much
as pofiible, to every individual refiding upon his property,
Indeed while the rents and produce of almoft all the eftates
in a parifh are fpent out of it, no great improvement can be
expecéted to take place.

Roads. —The roads of communication are properly attended
to by the gentlemen concerned, and annually repaired. The
ftatute labour is converted into money. 'The fheriff of the
county, who is an heritor, takes an ative concern in every
thing that regards the police of the county in general, and of
this parith in particular. He is ever labouring at the fuppref-
fion of vices in general, efpecially fuch as are the moft hikely
to affect the welfare of the community.

Church and Sclool.-The ftipend is 401. Sterling, and 3
chalders of viftual, half bear, half meal. It has not been
augmented fince the year 1740. The glebe gontains exaltly
4 acres, The manfe was built upwards of go years ago, and
has fince undergone wvarious reparations.—IThe parochial
{chool is far from being in a flourifhing condition. "Lhe
pumber of fcholars has not, at any time, at leaft fince the
admiffion of the prefent incumbent, in 1985, exceeded 20.
The falary is only 100 merks.

Paor.
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Poor.—There are 6o on the poor’s roll; but there is no
fund eftablifhed, as the law dirells, by afleffiment on the land-
ed property, for their maintenance. The only parochial fund
for their relief, is the annual intereft arifing from 70l Ster-
ling, mortified by pentlemen who were heritors of the parifh,

and the weckly colleftions at the church, which amount 10 a-
bout 41. 2 year. The poor here, as is the cafe with moft
of the poor in the northern counties of Scotland, afl
alms, not only at the dwelling houfts of the inhabitants of
their own, but of other parifhes. It 1s much to be wifhied, that
every parifh would enter into a refolution to obferve the law
for maintaining their own poor, when they cannot work, as
vagrants and fturdy beggars, who are the pefls of fociety, and
may well be called the public robbers of the poor, would

thus be effedtually detedted and difcountenanced.

Lakes.—Lochnels and its environs furnifh excellent mate-
rials for a beautiful landfcape. It lies E. N. E. and W, 5.
W. and is 22 miles in length, and from 1 to 2% in breadth.
The depth, in the middle, is from 6o to 135 fathoms. The
flowing, occaflioned by continued rains, and melting of fnow,
is from 8 to 10 feet perpendicular from the low water mark.
The loch is fo deep at the fides, that, except at the points of
Torr and Foyers, 2 fhip of the line might fail within her
length of the fhore, from end to end, on ecither fide. The
wind being confined, by the great height of the hills, on both
fides, as it were in a funnel, blows almoit always cither
fireight up or down the loch, a circum{tance much againit
the pavigation of it; as is likewife that of the heavy fqualls

which blow from ail the glens and gullics,” when the wind

inclines either to the north or fouth., A decked weilel may

turn to windward, from one end to the other, in moderate

weather in 3 days, but muft anchor every night. There is
gnod

2 The University of Ediabigh
Thiz Uikiversily of Glaspow



484 Statiftical Account

good anchoring ground at both ends, and at Urquhart
Bay, Alt Say, and Port Clair, on the north fide; and Inver-
Farigach an: Foyers on the fouth. There is alfo a fafe creek
at the Horfe Shoe.

The lake never freezes, which is fuppofed to be owing to

its great depth, and fulpliureous Dottoin; and the high hills,
with which it is inclofed on the fouth and north, prefent to

one failing on the lake,a pleatant view of wood, pafture, rivers
and rivalets, corn ficlds, broken fieeps, and irregular preci.
plcr;, In this large body of water there are many trouts of
3 or 4 pounds weight, and {ome falmon, which pafs the
crulves in the river WNefs, when it is high. There is no re-
gular fslwmon ffhing on the lake, as the expence of fithing,
on an average, excceded the profits,  Fort Auguftus, which
lies at the farther extremity of the lake, is well fituated for
an woollen manufadture, as it is in the mouth of the High-
lands, where many, who were diftrefied by the extenfion of
{heep farms, ftill continue to refide, from an invincible at.
tachment to their native ccuntry, though they have fearce
fufficicnt employment to maintain them. There are feveral
other lakes, befides Lochnefs, in this parifh, which abound
with {mall trout ;3 but the inhabitants near them fith more for
their amufement than for {fubfifience, and never for fale. It
is remarkable, that one of thele lakes never freezes in winter,

but frequently does in ipring.

Hosd and Animali.—There are {everal extenfive fir plan-
tations in the parilh, which are in a thriving condition, and
conveniently fituated for the market.— DBefides the common
animals for domellic ufe, there are deer, roes, badgers,
foxes, hares, pole-cats, wild: cats, and wealels,

Antiquitiss
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Antiquities . — At the diftance of 3 miles from the lake, are
to be feen the veltiges of a fort, called Caffal Dunriachan,
which fome reckon a corruption of Caffal Dun Ri-chuan, or
the Cafite of the King of the Ocean, 2 name which it is fuppo-
fed to have got, at the period when the king of Norway
and Denmark was mafter of the fea. A little to the eaft of
that fort, there are feveral cairns or heaps of {tones, and one al-
moft equal in fize to all the reft. Tradition reports that
Fixcar, fo much celebrated in Offian’s poems, here engag-
ed in battle A/%:, the fon of the Norwegian king, and killed
him, which gave the name of Druma/bi, or A4jbi’s Hill, to
the fcene where this event happened., ‘The inhabitants
point out the chair where Fingal refted on the occafion, and
which is ftill called Skeir Finn, or Fingal’s Chair. About g
miles diftant there is another fort called Dundardell, which
is faid to have been one of the many forts in the great val.
ley, extending from the German Ocean at Invernefs, to the
Atlantic at Fort William, that were intended for making
fignals, by fire, of the enemy’s approach, during the times of
the Damifth and Norwegian incurfions; and indeed they are
fo fituated, with refpeét to each other, as to be very well cal-

culated for fuch a purpofe.

Ceneral Charaller.~—The people, in general, are fober,
quiet, and induftrious. There are, however, fome exceptions.
The tenants would be better pleafed with their condition, if
they obtained longer leafes than are commonly granted them,
and their fervants were more moderate in regard to wages.

N U M-
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