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NUMBER LXX
PARISH OF KINNELLAR,

(County of Aberdeen.)

By the Rev. Mr Gavivy MiTcHELL.

Ortuation and Exteny.

HE parilh of Kinnellar is fituated in the prefbytery,

fynod, and fhire of Aberdeen. It forms an area of

400 acres, and is of narrow extent; confifting chiefly of an

irregular aflemblage of hills, none of which, however, rife to

any confiderable elevation, or dufplay any thing very wild or
dreary in their afpect.

Soil and Cultivation.~The whole parifh is either atually
cultivated, or at leaft fulceptible of cultivation. Even the
hills are partly cultivated, both upon the {ides and the fume
mit. Their tops are partly covered with thriving plantations
of firs. In other places, where they produce heath, or a ftrong
coarfe fpecies of grafs, they are fiill referved for pafture.
The low ground dividing the hills, is, for the moft part,
fwampy. The foil of the hills, wherever they difcover any
appearance of heath, is warm, kindly, and, in fome degree,
fandy.

Cattley, &c.—~Great numbers of fheep were formerly fed
here ;5 but thefe have decreafed, and do not now exceed 4475
more
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more advantageous modes of farming having beeti introdua
ccd, Black cattle are more numerous, being at prefent no
fewer than §34; and even thefe are only the winter ftock,
kept for labour, and for breeding. In fummer, many fields
arc rented by ftrangers for grazing cattle, which they intros
duce from different places; and even the farmers of the pas
rith purchafe additional flock, when the grafs fprings up.
Thefe are again fold off, as the year advances. Until Janua-
ry; however, a number continue to be fed in the flalls upon
turnips, which are then aifo driven to Aberdeen, and there
fold, Horfes are lefs numerous than they would be, if the
practice of plowing with oxen did not prevail. Of thefe,
however, there are in the parifh 87. A few fwine are fed
here; but the greater part are annually fattened, and killed
in December or January., In the beginning of {pring 1797,
there were 3¢ bee-hives in the parifh, which would, nod
doubt, produce many additional fivarms in the courfe of the

fL!lTII'.I'IEl"n.

Agriculture.—Agricolture has been gradually improved to
a ftate of confiderable perfetion. Graifs feeds had not beety
fown in this parifh, in any confiderable guantity, before the
year 1750 ; uil about that time they were not kept for fale
by the merchants in Aberdeen, and confequently could not
be much known among otur farmers. “The culture of turs
nips was equally unknown at the fettlement of the prefent in<
cumbent, A few only were faifed by fome tg:ntl:mtn mt
their gatdens, for kitchen ufe. In the year 1558, the mini.
fter, unwilling to be at great pains in weeding a bed which
he had fown in his garden, and which he did fiot expeft to
fucceed well, tore out the greater part with a hoe, leaving
only a few feattered heére and there upon the bed; but was
much furprifed; to find his crop of turnips turn out much
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feperior to any of the fame plant, that he had ever before
feen. After this, he comtinued to hoe and thin all his fub-
fequent growths of turnips in the fame manner. In the next
vear, a neighbouring gentleman fowed fome warnips in a field,
and although he did not ufe a hoe in weeding them, yet
thinned them fo as to leave about a hand-breadth of ground
open around each plant. His crops anfwered equally well.
In 1760 or 1761, the praflice of hoeing was generally a-
dopted, by all who fowed turnips through the parith. The
culture of this plant has, fince that time, become gradually
more cominon; and it has contributed greatly to clear the
ground of wild oats, and other weeds, which ufed before to
choke the corn ;3 and the turnips have been very profitably
made ufe: of, in feeding and fattening cattle, The intro-
duédlion of grafs feeds has been no lefs favourable in its ine-
fluence upon agriculture. Before the ufe of thefe was
known, thole parts of our lands which were cultivated, were,
(however much exhaufted), kept almoft continnally in crop,
the farmers beng unwilling to {uffer them to reft becaufe,
for the firft two years, {earcely any other vegetable but the
Rinking May weed appeared upon them, The conftant fuc.
ccflion of crops then was, ene crop of barley immediately
after the land had been manured; then two crops of oats;
after which the manure was again hid on. This fucceffion
is ftill in fome meafure continued, notwith{tanding the im.
provements which have taken place 3 but the land is always
very much exhaufted by fucceflive crops of oats, Anguft
and September are commonly the months of harve(t labour.
On the lands adjoining to the river Don, which pafles
through the parifh, the crops ripen carly, They are fome-
what later towards the fouth. March is the {eed time for
oats ; barley Is fown in the end of April and beginning of
May.
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 Prices of Labour.~Day labourers receive, for their labour,
® d. a day; but are now beginning to afk more. Carpenters
are paid from 1od. to 1s,; malons, rs. 5] d.s taylars, 4d.
or §d. with viltuals. Labourers, who have families, coni-
monly rent a finall piece of ground, the work upon which
is performed chietly by their children. L'he wages of fervants,
hired by the year or half year, have increafed greatly within
thefe 30 years, In 1758, a man fervant might have been
hired for 1 1. 16s. 8d. a year; at preient, § 1. a year are the
common wages for men fervants who can hold a plough, and

perform all fuch farm work as requires the greatelt firength.

and {kill. Others, whofe years and dexterity fit them only
for work of a lefs robuft nature, receive indeed fmaller
wages; but even the weakeft and moit unfkilful man fervant,
cannot be hired for lefs than 2 L. a year. For the harvett la-
bour alone, they get from 30s5. to 4o0s.  Women iervants
are paid at the rate of 2], or 2L 105. 2 year.

Plughs and Carts.—For fome time paft, cows and oxen
have been uled, as well as horfes, in drawing the pluu_:.s.
‘I'he whole number of plonghs, now ufed in the padl, are
25. Seven of thefe are drawn by oxen, and from 4 to ¢
oxen are yoked in each plough; the other 18 are drawn Ly
horfes, Thirty-eight carts are employcd in this pring ©
drawn by a fingle horfe; 28 by 2 horfes; and 4, bdvigiag
to Mr Leys, a refiding heritor, by a horfe and an o» cack,
Cows are fometimes yoked in the plougi, as weil as oxer,

Inclofiures and Roadr.—The lands are, for the mof* part,
well inclofed. A fmall p.rt of the public road, which valles

through this parith, with the other parith roads, are kept

up, either by the ftatute labour, or by the money received
from
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from fuch as choofe to pay the commutation, at the rate of
3 5. 6d. for 6 days.

Trade and Fuel.——Befides cattle, confiderable quantities of
mezl and barley are fold at Aberdeen. Peats are the com-
mon and principal article of fuel. Coals are alfo brought
from Aberdeen, which is ¢ miles diftant,

Rents and Heritors,—The whole rents of the lands In
this parifh amount to between 8ool. and gool. The
heritors are, Sir William Forbes of Craigievar, the Dyer
Company of Aberdeen, the managers of the funds of King's
College in Abe.deen, Mr Wilfon of Glafgowego, Mr Leys
pt Glafgowforelt, Mr Roberion of Strachry, and Mr Hog
of Auchronie. ‘L'wo chaifes are kept by gentlemen rfﬁdin;

in the parifh,

Church and Poor ~—~The ftipend is 30 bolls of meal, 10 of
bear, and 340 merks Scotch in money. The glebe confifls
of about § acres of land, not the worft in the parifh. The
gaft end of the church was antiently a Popifh chapel. Near
the door {till remains what feems to have been a font for
bholy water, infcribed with the date A. C. 1534. The welt
end of the chorch was built before the creftion of the bell-
fry, in 1615.—Four poor families are at prefent aflifted from
the funds of the parifh, under the management of the kirk
fefion. The wecekly colledtions, making about gl. Ster.
ling a year, and the intercft of a mortified fund of 6ol. are
the only {fums which the feflion has to apply to their relief.

Scbool.—The parochial fchool is far from being IibcraH-y
endowed. The {choolmafter’s yearly falary is 100 merks

Pcotch, paid by the heritors. He alfo receives, as feflion
' clerky
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clerk, 20l. Scotch a year ; with 6s. 8 d. Scotch for cach
baptifm, and 16d. Sterling for each marriage. The wages
paid by the fcholars are, 1 3. 6d. Sterling a quarter for Eng-
lilh and writing ; 1 s, for Englifh alone ; and 2s. for Latin
and arithmetic. The medium number of fcholars is 30 in
winter, and 16 in fummer. The parith has at prefeat an
excellent {fchoolmalter. '

Population and Difeafes —The great body of the inhabi.
tants confifts of farmers, with their families and fervants.
As no manufallures are carried on, there are few mechanics,
and no villages. Too many cattle, indeed, are kept in this
parifh, to admit of its being a thriving nurfery of the human
ipecies. Not that it is much aflited with dangerous diftem-
pers 3 althovgh inflammatory and putrid fevers appear occa-
ficnally. In autumn 1790, a complication of fever and rheu-
matifin, which, on the third day, brought on a delirium, pre-
vailed in the parifh ; but {carcely any died of it. The circums-
ftance chiefly inimical to the inereafle of its population is,
that, as a few hands are fufficient for the management of
black cattle, the reft go elfewhere for employment, as they
grow up. Even the inclofures, in many refpetls fo benehi-
cial, are, in one inftance, unfriendly to population. Boys
and girls were employed to tend cattle, while feeding in che
open ficlds; but in grafs parks, a cow-herd is hardly necells-
ry. ‘This is one caufe of the great decreafe of inhabirants
within thefe 30 years, which amounts to nearly one fourth
fince 1955. The decreafe fince 1755, however, is nat fo
great, being only §6, or about one feventh on the whole; as
the return to Dr Webiler, on that occafion, was 398. The
table here fubjoined, exhibits an accurate ftate of the popa-
lation of Kinncllar, for thefe laft g4 years,

POPU-
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ULATION TABLE
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sl f i POPULATION TABLE Confinued.
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1787 {79 352 he number of deaths anly.
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Antiquities—Three cairns, with broad bafes, ftill remain
in this parifh, monuments of a ftate of arts and manners
long fince forgotten. One of thofe cairns, called Cairs.o-
weil, is placed upon the farm of Kinnellar; another, on the
farm of Nether Auguhorik ; and the third, called the Cairn
of Semblings, or the Affembly Cairn, on the top of the hill
of Auchronie., Upon the farm of Blackhill were formerly
feveral fmall cairns, which have been epened and dug to the
bottom. In onec of them were 3 concentric circles of ftones,
and within the innermoft of thefe circles, fome bones ftill
perfe&t, but white, as if calcined, upon the {furface, and
black within. Upon the farm of Upper Auguhorik there is
a large ftone, called Drum Stone, within fight both of Drum
and Harlaw, upon which, tradition fays, the Laird of Drum
made his teftament, immediately before he went to the battle
of Harlaw. In the wall of the church-yard, there are fome

great fiones, 10 feet in length, and 4 in thicknefs, and refting
upon the fide, which appear to be the remains of a circle of
large ftones, that once ftoed in this fituation. Another fmaller

circle, of the fame fort, appears to have been placed on the
fummit of the adjacent hill of Benachard.

Mifcellaneons Obfervations.— A ftorm of thunder and hail,
which happened on the 3cth of July 1490, did confiderable
damage to the turnips. A meteor was obferved, on the even.
ing of the sth of Oftober, pafling, at a {fmall diftance, eaft-
ward from this place, in a direftion between fouth and north.
- It feemed, when obferved, to be low and falling.

N U M

2 The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



