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NUMBER XVIL

PARISH or DUIRINISH,

(1SLE OF SKY, COUNTY OF INVERNESS.)

By the Rev. Mr Witriam BETHUNE,

Name, Situation, Surface, Sotl, Te.

HE name of this parifh feems to be of foreign ori-

gin, as are almoft all the names of farms, places and
parifhes in the weftern iflands. The places whofe names
terminate in Nels, or Nith ; as Hunifh, Troternith, Vater-
nith, &ec. fignify promontories, or head lands, projeéting
into the fea; yet thefe names have no affinity to the Gae-
lic language, in found or meaning; nor any relation, as far
as can be known, to the local fituation or appearance of the
places, and may be words of the Piftith, or more probably
of the Danifh language, as would appear from a well
known cape in Norway being called the Nefe. Duirinith
is fituated in the county of Invernefs, in the prefbytery of
Sky, and Synod of Glenelg. Its extent from N. to
S. W. namely, from the point of Vaternifh to the point eof
Idrigil, is 17 computed miles. Its breadth from Lindale
to the weflern fthore, 13 miles. It is bounded on the E.
by the parifth of Sniford, on the S. E. by the parifh of
Bracadale, on the INN. W. and 5. W. by the feax or

Channel, which feparates this country from the Long
Ifland,
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Iland, and which 1s about 18 miles broad. The ground
about the lochs or branches of the fea, which run far into
the country, defcends in fome places with a quick, and'in
other places with an ealy {lope towards the fea. The pro-
montories or head-lands are rocks of immenfe height ; the
moors in moft places are deep and wet. The {oil in fome
parts is a light black loam, in fome places of a reddifth gra-
velly appearance ; and though moilly thin and (tony, it is on
the whole fertile and produ&ive. The air is very moift and
foggy; the welt and fouthweft winds bring floods of rain,
owing probably to, the vicinity of the Atlantic Ocean.
The moft common diltempers are rheumatiims, feiaticks,
colds, nervous fevers and dyfenteries, owing, it is prefu-
med, to the wet and rammy climate. The extent of the fea-
coaft of this parifh would meafure upwards of 6¢ miles;
the fhore 1s in general ftony, and in many parts very high
and rocky,

Fib, Kelp, Harbours, 89¢c.—The filh which frequent the
coait are herrings, ling, cod, fkate, mackerel, haddocks,
flonnders, {ye and enddies. Herrings and hng are export-
ed; and when fold in the country, a barrel of falt herrings
brings about 16s. and ling L.13 the ton. The parifh
exports about 20 tons of ling yearly at an average. There
are likewife fome feals, otters; and whales of a large fize
are often feen in the Chammnel, between this and the Long
Iland. Every fpecies of fea weed is reckoned moft excel-
lent manure, though it is thought to burn and waile the
joil, when it i not mixed with earth, and it is reckoned
more profitable to conwvert it into kelp, than into manure.
There are fome kelp-fhores, and the parith makes about an .
biundred tons annuially. The tide of flood in this channel
runs north and by eaft, and off the heads flows with great
rapidity, perhaps at the rate of § miles an hour in fpring

tides.
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tides. One light-houfe has been erefted lately in the ifland
of Scalpa in Harris, which is reckoned of great utility to
the numerous fhipping that frequent this channel, in their
voyages to and from the Baltic. The harbours of the pa-
rifh are Loch Arniford, Loch Bay, Pottech, Dunvigan
L.och, and Loch Harloth. As the coaft is very hold and
high, with a great depth of water, it feldom happens, that
any veflel is wrecked upon it. About 30 years ago, a vef-
fel belonging to Aberdecn, laden with ftaves, was cait a-
way upon the coaft of Ramfaig, in this parifh, and two of
the hands were drowned. The furviving part of the crew
were treated by the people with the greateft humanity,
and the cargo was preferved with the utinoft care, for the
benefit of the underwriters. This forbearance, however,
may be rather afcribed to the attention and authority of the
gentlemen, than to the humanity of the common people.

Hills.—The moflt remarkable mountains in the parilh,
are the two Hallivails, fituated within a mile of each other,
of an equal height, being about g quarters of a mile high,
the top of each is a flat or a table land, and, like twins,
they exallly refemble each other ; {o that they are fuch furc
land-marks, as no {eaman can miftake. The hills are all
covered with heath, with a few green [pots here and there.

Population.—The population of this parith, and of the
whole ifland, is increafing, and has been increafing for at
leaft 8o years back. The old people afirm, that they
remember lands which lay wafte in feveral diftriéts, not
only of this parifh, but in feveral parts of the ifland, for
want of inhabitants to occupy them. Of late, the inhabi-
tants have multiplied fo much, that from Auvguft 1771, to
O&ober 1790, eight large tranfports have failed from this

ifland with emigrants, to {eek fettlements in America; the
latt
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laft of thefe tranfports {ailed on the G6th of this month (Oc.
tober 1790) from Loch Bracadale. Thefe 8 fhips have, at
a very moderate computation, carried away from this ifland
2400 fouls, and L.24,000 Sterling, fhip-freights included.
From the year 1992 to 17975, 204 males, and 207 females,
emigrated from this parith to America, exclufive of thofe
who have gone in the two laft thips; yet the population
appears to be as great as in 1972. This increafe of popu-
lation may be attributed to 2 more judicious and rational
treatment of children and women in child-bed, than was
formerly obferved ; and above all, to the inoculation of the
{inall-pox, which has been wniverfally pradtifed in this
ifland for 3o years paft, and has been the means of prefer-
ving many lives. The number of fouls in this parifh at
prefent, amounts to fully 3oo0o. The return to Dr Web-
fter, about 4o years ago, was only 2568. Though there are
no extraordinary inftances of longevity, yet feverals in this
parifh arrive at a good old age. There are at prefent two
men, one of them 88, the other g5, and two women, one of
them g3, and the other 97 years. In every diftriét of the pa-
rilh, there are forne weavers, male and female, a few tailors,
a blackfmith in every barony, fome boat-builders and houfe-
carpenters. Every farm keeps boats, and the people go a-
filhing for their own ufe, or when they fee an appearance
of herrings. There are very few bred feamen, but all ex-
pert rowers, good hardy watermen, and ikilled in making
a boat with fails. There are 4 fludents from this parifh
who attend the Univerfities of Aberdeen. There are %
eltahlifhed clergymen iz this ifland, wviz. 5 on Lord Mac-
donald’s eftates, and 2 on Colonel Macleod’s. All the in-
habitants of Sky are Proteftants, of the eftablifhed Church
of Scotland, a very few excepted, who are of the Church
of England; yet thefe perfons are endued with fuch libe-
Iailit;.r of {entiments, and fo free from bigotry, that they

frequent
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frequent the eftabliflhed Church, and communicate at the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Marriages here produce,
in general, from § to x2 children, and upwards. The cot-
tages are full of inhabitants,

Produltions, t8c.—The utmoft that the whole ifland can
do in the very beft feafons, is to ferve the inhabitants with
meal. In unfavourable feafons they buy large quantities
of imported meal. QOats and potatoes are planted in March
and April, barley is fown in the beginning of May, and
reaped in Auguft. In wet feafons the oats are not cut
down till O&ober. The rent of the parith may be about

L. xyo0 yearly.

Church, Stipend, Poor, &¢~The church was lately re-
paired. The ftipend 1s L. g0, with L. 10 yearly compen-
fation for manfe and glebe. 'There is no manfe in this pa-
rith, nor were there ever any manfes in Sky, till of late
two manfes have been built. As there are no markets for
provifions in the ifland, were the miniflers confined to a
manfe and glebe, they could not procure the ncceflaries of
life ; therefore they thought it more eligible to pofiefs farms,
and to accommodate themfelves as to houfes in the beil
manner they could. The Laird of Macleod is patron of
the parith.——The npmber of poor on the lift, who are re-
lieved in times of fcarcity, is 63. Many of thefe do not go
about for alms, but refide moftly in the houfe of fome rela-
tion. There are no other funds for the fupport of the
poor, but the Sunday colledtions, and the fines of delin-
quents, fo that they are chiefly {upported by the charity of
the panithioners., In a year of fearcity, however, the fef-
fion make a fhift to buy 20 bolls of meal for their relief,
In fummer 1773, Government generoufly fent a cargo of
meal to the Weiflern Iflands, of which this parith got 34

bolls
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bolls and 3 firlots, which was a mwoft feafonable relief to
the poore: fort ot people,

Price of Provifions and Labour, &¢.~~As there are no
flefh-markets, if a perfon is difpoled to eat beef, he muft
buy a whole cow; if he would wifth to have mutton, he
muft buy a fheep. A cow cofts from L. 2, 10s.to L. 3,
10s. a fheep 6s. Butter, when it can be procured, from
¥os. to 125, cheefe 4s. the ftone weight. Domeftic men-
fervants yearly wages are fram L.z, x0s. to L. 3, exclu-
five of 4 pair of fhoes to each. A grieve (or overfeer) has
from L. 4 to L. 7, befides his fhoes. Women-fervants have
from 8s. to 26s. befides 3 pair of fthoes. When a man-
fervant marries, and engages in fervice for a2 year, he has
for wages as much ground as he can labour, grals for 2
milk-cows, a dozen of fheep and 2 horfes, and 2 days in
the week to do his own work, befides his victuals every
day he works to his mafter. Every married labourer in
this country has a fmall portion of land, he raifes a little
flax, and has a few theep, fo that his wife furnithes him
with his whole wearing apparel. Were he to buy yearly,
as he would require, a bonnet at xs. 6d. 35 yards of coarle
cloth for a great coat, at 2s. 6d. the yard, § yards of the
fame for a jacker, waifl-coat and 2 pair of breeches, 4 pair
of thoes at 2s. 6d. each, 3 pair of hofe, and fo in propor-
tion for his wife and children; alfe 12 bolls of meal for
him{elf, wife and children, at 14 s. the boll, % barrel of falt,
at § 5. & flone of iron at 2 s. together with fome other un-
avoidable little charges, it would be found that the yearly
sexpence of a labourer and his family in the Ifle of Sky,
could not be much lefs than L. 20 Sterling.

Antiguities.~There are the remains of 2 Koman C athelic

ehapels, one in Trumpar in Vaternith, and another in Glen-
dale,
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dale. There are alfo the ruins of fevera]l towers, reported
by tradition to have beenn built by the Danes. Thefe
towers feem mnot to have ever exceeded 20 feet in height.
They are circular in their form, and were built in a very
fubfiantial manner, with large flones, without any cement.
They had an inner wall, very neatly built, with an empty
fpace of about g feet in breadth, between the two walls,
with openings through the inner wall, into the void fpace
or interval between the two walls. They do not appear
to have been ever roofed; but the two walls were joined
to each other at the top, by long flag-ftones laid acrofs be-
tween the two walls, and covered with earth. The void
{paces between the walls, probably were intended for places
of {helter and repofe, and for preferving arms and provi-
fions from the weather; and as every one of thefe towers
is built in fight of one or more of the fame, it is natural to
think that they were intended for places to make fignals
from by fmoke and fire, upon an alarm, or the fight of an
enemy, and likewife for defence; for as they are all built
upon eminences, a few men could defend one of them a-
gainft a thoufand, before the invention of cannon and gun-
powder. There are two tombs in the parifh. In one of
them, about 70 years fince, an urn was found, containing

fome athes.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.~—As to the fize of the people,
they are of a low flature, the men in generzl from 35 feet
4 inches, to § feet 8. There are very few men who are
G feet high; they are however aflive and lively. The
commmon people of Sky are blefled with excellent parts; a
liberal fhare of flrong natural fenfe, and pgreat acutenefs of
underftanding. They are peaceable and gentle in their
dilpofitions, and are very induftrious when they work for
them{elvea; but when they work for hire or wages, they

arc-
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are inclined to be lazy and indifferent; they are rather too
fond of changes and emigrations; and though they are
brave and very loyal, they are averfe to the naval and mi-
litary fervices, and are extremely difgufled with the idea
of being prefled,—The language commonly {poken is Gae-
lic.~~ here are in this parifh, 2 veflels with decks, one of 8o
tons, the other of 3o tonms burden.—Saome indications of
cozl have lstely been difcovered.—In Auguit 1784, two fa-
milies were banithed from this country for cow-flealing.

Vor. 1V. | S N U M-g
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