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NUMBER XXXV.

PARISH orfr KELLS,

(COUNTY OF KIRKCUDBRIGHT.)

By the Rev. Mr Jonn GILLESPIE.

Nanie, Situation, Surface, Sofl, €c.

THE name 1s Gaelic, and is probably expreffive of the

fituation, which is the higheft in this part of the
country. The parifh lies in the flewarty and prefbytery
of Kirkcudbright, and Synod of Galloway. It is nearly
in the form of an Ifofceles triangle, almoft furrounded with
the rivers Ken and Dee. The Ken runs from N. to S.
14 miles along the eaft fide of it. The Dee rifes at the
N.W. end, and runs zlong the W. and S. till it meets the
Ken. Its length is about 15 miles; its greateft breadth,
at the N. end, 6 miles. It continues nearly of this breadth
for 6 miles S.; then gradually diminifhes to 5, 4, 3, 2,
miles, till it ends in a point at the juodtion of the two ri-
vers Ken and Dee. Itis bounded on the E. by the pa-
rifhes of Parton, Balmaclellan, and Dalry; on the S. by
Balmaghie ; on the W. by Girthon and Minnigaff'; on the
N. by Car{phairn. The air is healthful. The face of the
country is hilly and unequal. There are large rocky hills

on the fouth end, covered moftly with heath ; flill higher
hills
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hills on the IN. W. covered with grafs ; a great number of
lefler rocky hills in the interior part of it, interfperfed with
large flats of mofs, all covered with heath; here and there
is @ large fpot of meadow and arable land. The foil on the
S. W. and N. is thallow, rocky, and barren, fit only for
{heep-walks. .Along the burns and rivulets, are fpots of
meadow and arable land. On the eaft fide, along the Ken,
and for a mile, and fometimes more, on both fides of it,
the land is moftly arable, and is ecither flat or floping to-
wards the river., The flats are of a deep rich clay ; the
floping and higher land, of a thin, dry, and kindly foil,
and improved with dung, the only manure the country
affords, yields good crops. Some of 1t of late has been
improved with lime and marl, and tully repaid the expence,
The flat land at the head of Loch Ken, c-::mﬁj'ting of 2co
acres, 15 perhaps one of the richeit fpots 1n Scotland. It 1s
of a deep clayifh foil, cnriched by the overflowing of Loch
Ken, which covers it feveral times during winter and {pring,
and, like the Nile, leaves behind it the falts, oils, and fat
earths, carried down by the Ken ; fo that many acres pro-
duce 300 ftone of natural hay, and the arable is fertile in
proportion, Some of it has been cropped 25 times fuccel-
fively, without any manure, but what it receives from the
inundation of Loch Ken. In great falls of rain, the rivers
Dee and Ken rile near 4 feet perpendicular, by which large
tracks of meadow and low land are laid under water. When
theie happen in hay time, or in harvefl, they greatly da-
mage, and often carry away large quantities of hay and
corn. They come {o {fuddenly, that th.:¢ is no guarding
againft them. But if in winter, which is ofteneft the cafe,
they rather better the land,

Lakes, &¢e.~There are 6 lochs, befides Loch Ken, 3 of

which, on the north end of the parifh, arc flored with
trout ;

B Thie Unsversity of Eduvbuirgh
The University of Glasgows



of Kells. 201

trout ; the other 3, on the fouth end, near Loch Ken, flored
with pike. Loch Ken is 5 miles long, and from I to § of
a mile broad. Loch Ken and Loch Dee are but ene loch, con-
tinued 10 miles long. They abound with pike, trout, perch,
eel, and falmon. The pike grow to a very large fize. The
head of one, caught with the rod, is preferved at Kenmore
Caftle, which weighed §71b. Some are frequently caught
from 20lb. to 30 1b.; trout and perch, from 1 lb. to 61b.;
and {everal trouts have been taken, weighing & 1b. They
are in the greatell perfeftion in May, June, and July. Few
are expofed to fale. Loch Ken and Loch D.e are navi-
gable. Boats of confiderable burden are frequently em-
ployed in bringingz up marl from the Carling work Loch,
and carrying down fir, ath, and oak-wood, with which
this hilly country abounds. There is a {aimon-filhing on
the Dee. At 1ts firlt erefhion, about 32 years ago, it was
fer ar about l.. 10. 1t has never been very produélive.
There is another fifhing in this parith, claimed as no man’s
property, that cannot be eafily eftimated. I mean a pearl
fithery. ln dry fummers, great number of pearls are
filhed here; fome of great fize, and fine water, and are
fold fromn 1s. to L.1, £s. according to their fize and
beauty.

£ells.~~There is on the {outh end of this parifh, a range
of high hills, lying from IN. W. to 5. E. 5§ miles in length,
and upwards of 3 miles over, of one coniinued fohid mafs
of granite, aulmoift naked, only lere and thiere fome {pots
of heath. ‘The foping fides of thefe hulis, and the fats
near them, for a mile 5. W. are covered with large mafies
of loofe rock, all granite; fo thick, that you may almoft
walk over them ; and fo big, that many of them are 10
tons weight., Thefe are not broken pieces of rock, fallen
from the hills, for the hills are entire; and if they were,
could never have come to theiv prefent fituation. The
number,
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number, fize, and fituation of thefe loofe rocks, are a greai
natural curiofity. At the end of thefe hills, in the fame
diredtion, is another rocky hill, containing great quantities
of iron-flone ; but, as fuel is fcarce, and coal diftant, it
cannot be turned to any advantage. Thefe hills are the
natural foil for goats. On the wefl fide, and north end of
the parith, the hills are ftill higher, covered with grafs,
but of a bad quality. Thefe hills are called the Kelis
Range, and are feen at 4o miles diftance; fo high, that
there i3 fnow upon them for 8, and fometimes ¢ months in
the year. They are the very ridge or higheft land in Gal-
loway, and the middle between the two feas on the W,
and S. E. As a proof of this, the riyers Ken and Dee,
which rife on the eaft fide, run to the 5. E. fea ar Kizk-
cudbright ; and the Don, which rifes on the N. W, fide
of thefe, runs to the fea near Ayr. Thefe are a part of a
range of high hills, running from W, to E. by Leadhills,
the whole breadth of Scotland. There 1s a great natural
curiofity to be feen on the fide of one of thefe hills. The
Rocking Stone, of 8 or 1o tons weight, fo nicely balanced
on 3 or 3 points or excrefcences, that it moves from one to
the other, by the prefline of the finger. Captain Grofle,
lait harveft, fent and took a drawing of it; and fome anti-
quaries think it has been a Druidical place of worthip. It
fhould feem that the ftone was formed by nature, juft as
we fee it ; and lying on a firata of mofs, 2 or 3 inches deep,
the rains have in time wathed away this mofs or earth, and
left the ftone refling on thefe points.

Minerals~~There is a flate quarry in the north end of
this parifh, formerly wrought. but, by unfkilful manage-
ment, has fallen into difrepuie. If funk deeper, and fkil-
fully wrought, it might be v Juable, and fuperfede the ufe

of Englifh flate, brought hither at a great expence. The
Jead
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lead mine on Sir William Miller's eftate, has never been
wrought to any extent. Within half a mile of it, on the
fame eftate, is the appearance of a copper mine. Some
miners, about 12 years ago, pafling from Leadhills to Min-
nigafl, obferved it, and wrought fome days for a trial; and
finding the appearance promifing, withed to take a tack of
it ; but difagreeing with the landlord about the terms, it
has been neglefled ever fince. Near the Kenmore, 2 miles
further S. there is an appearance of lead. Pieces of the
ore have been dug up almoit on the furface. DBoth thefe
are probably a part of the fame firata of lead, wrought
with fo much advantage at Minnigalf, 18 miles S. W, of
this, and might perhaps be wrought with equal profit here.

Animals.—Foxes, hares, wild cats and badgers, find ex-
cellent cover in our woods ; otters in the banks of our ri-
vers; of thofe laft, our {portfmen, in time of frofl, deftroy
great numbers., There is plenty of black and red game
in our moors. Partridges are not fo numerous as in more
gorn countriks. Tarmagants are on our high hills.. Plover
and fnipe in low and marfhy lands. llagles of a large
fize build on the tops of precipices and high rocks. One
killed lately, mealured from the tips of the wings 7 feet,
Swallows and cuckocos make their appearance about the
beginning of April; wood-cocks in the latter end of har.
velt, when the weather begins to be cold. In a hurd win-
ter, flocks of geefe and fwans come to Loch Ken; wild
ducks and teals are there in great abundance at all fea.

fons,

Population~—Atr the time of Dr Webfter's report, the
numbers were 784. For 1o years paft, the average has
been, marriages 6; births 13. Inhabited houfes are at

prefent 180; %3 of which dre in the town of New Gal-
loway.
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loway. The number of {ouls at prefent is 869 ; males
438 ; female. 431. Nine wrights, 3 {miths, ¥ tailors, 13
weavers, 7 thoemakers, 4 malons, 2 millers, 2 dyers, 2
tanners ; apprentices 7. Male labouring fervants 36, fe-
male 47 ; fludents at colleges 5. There is 1 {urgeon, for-
merly 2. The people are moftly of the Litablifhed Church,
there being only 2 Seceders. ‘lhe number of inhabitants
has greatly decrcafed fince 1764, occafioned partly by the
too common practice of uniting feveral farms inte one;
partly to the almoilt total difufe of cottagers and fubtenants;
partly to the practice of feuing out lands, and building
villages on the high roads ; and partly to the high rent of
{mall poffeflions, which compel the poorer fort to retire to
thefe villages. The proportion between the annual births
and whole population 1s as £ to 67 nearly. Between the
annual marriages and the whole population, as 1 to 145
nearly. Some families emigrated to America immediately
before the rebellion of the colonies. Some young people,
both males and females, leave the parifh as fervants. Several
young men of fpirit go to the Welt Indies as planters and
merchants. Some go to Fangland to pufh their fortunes,
as pedlars, and, when fober and induftrious, commonl!y re-
turn, after Zo or 12 years, with L. 8cc or L. goo, or
L. toc0. Several return from the Well Indies, after 16
or 17 years, with genteel fortunes; and fome young men

choofe a fea-faring life.

Agriculture, 88 c.—There are between 280 and 290 acres
annually employed in raifing oats; 15 or 16 in bear and
rye; between 70 and 8o in potatoes; no wheat; cabbage,
turnip, and other roots are only raifed in gardens; little
flax or hemp. DPotatoes make a principal article of the
fﬂﬂ;j of the lower clafles of people. Oats are fown from

the middle of March to the middle of April; reaped from
the
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the 20th of Auguft to the middle of Oftober. Potatoes
“planted in March, ready for digging about Lammas. Crops
earlier near New Galloway, and z2long the Ken, than on
the moorith and weilerly part of the parith, by feveral
weeks, and better filled, Many farms are inclofed; but
the great extent and barrennels of others, difcourage the
attempt. There are 32 farmers in the parith, each of
whom have one or more ploughs. Several labouring men
have crofts and fmall poffeflions, and each have a plough.
The old Scots plough, drawn by 4 horfes abreaft, is laid
afide, and a lighter one adopted. They break up their
ley-ground now with 3 horfes inftead of 4, and fometimes
with 2, and 1 man fervant, and in the following crops with
2 horfes. The ploughs in the parifh are §g5; carts 49;
carriages 2 ; no waggons.— Lhe parifh nceds a great deal
of more meal, barley and malt than it produceth. There
are nearly 17,400 fheep; 1550 black cattle; 150 horfes;
-200 goats, The farmers depend on the fale of their black
cattle, theep and wool, for the means of paying their rent,
and fupplying their families with what other articles of
provifion and clothing they may need. A {mall quantity
of cheele 15 exported. The butter is all employed in
{mearing {heep, and not fufficient for that purpole. There
i5 fome imported from the wefl country, or from
IEngland.—The land-rent is nearly L. 30cc Sterling. The
rent of good arable and meadow ground, is from 125, to
16s. the acre; of the beft meadow land, 30s. No arti-
ficial grafs was fown here ull within thefe 10 years; at
prefent there may be 20 acres. It cannot be raifed but by
lime or marl, and the diftance of each is fo great, as dil-
courages the farmers; the lime 20, and the marl 14 miles
diftant. ‘The prefent minifter was the firft who brought
matl to the Glenkens ; the projeft was laughed at, as too
expenfive; but on feeing the rich crops it produced, amply
Vor. IV. L1l rewarding
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tewarding the labour and expence, his example was foon
followed ; and now, both fides of the Ken are enriched
by it; and befides, the grain arifing from this mode of
cultivation, he has the {atisfadtion of having infpired his
people with a {pirit of induftry ; and now, when mari
cannot be conveniently got, they have recourfle to lime,
and find that it pays them very well. There is no marl
in Galloway beyond 10 miles from the fea., Here we are
24 miles diftant. The cultivation by marl is principally
owing to the exertions of Mr Gordon of Greenlaw, a very
public fpirited gentleman, the fheriff of the county, who
not only encoutaged the draining of the Carlingwork
Loch, where there are immenfe beds of fhell-marl, but at his
own expence made a canal 3 miles in length, to join Loch
Dee, and conftruGted a2 number of flat bottomed boats of
different dimenfions, to carry the marl from the Carling-
work Loch up the Dee and Ken to this place ; fome of
which carry 20 double cart load, at zo feet fquare to the
cart load, or 400 folid feet of marl.—There are upwards
of gco acres of natural wood in different {pots in this pa-
rith, conilifting moftly of oak, afh, birch, alder, hazel.
Thefe woods have been mollly cut within thefe 25
years, and the young plants are in a thriving flate.
Much old fir is in the parifh. Many acres of young fir
were lately planted. About Bo acres in_lochs, befides
Loch Ken, There has been a large foreft in the north end
of this parith ; two large farms f{lill retain the name of
Upper and WNether Foreft, and a large flat of meadow
called the King’s Holm. This foreft has been anciently
ftocked with deer ; feveral of them were running wild on
our moors about 20 years ago. Some old people remem-
ber to have feen near 20 of them. Since that time, their
number has gradually decreafed; the laft of them was
killed 7 or 8 years ago, Decer were plenty on the hills

and
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ahd moors on the fouth end of this parith, about 6o yeats
ago, and were clalmed as the property of Lord Kenmore;
at prefent they are all defiroyed.

Advantages and Difadvantages.—The peculiar advantages
of this parith are thefe : The particular richnefs of the tafte
and flavour of the mutton fed on our high hills, above that
fed on the lower and richer grounds; a rown, with a con-
ftant weekly market; a poft-office; the high road from
Edinburgh te Portpatrick, and from Glafgow to Kirkcud-
bright pafling through it, and crofling one another at New
Galloway.—The peculiar difadvantages of it are, the high
fituation of the ground, rendering the high hills cold and
ftormy, and dangerous to fheep; the bad roads through the
interior parts of it; the pernicious quality of a {pecies of
grafs to the health of the fheep in 2 or 3 farms on the fide
of the Dee, infefting them with a difeafe called the Van-
quith, 4. e, it weakens, walles, and would at laft kill them,
unlefs removed to another farm ; but are no fooner removed
than they recover their health, and gradually their ftrength
nncd fatnefs. This difeafe is of a different nature from the rot ;
for rotten fheep put upon thefe farms (I am told) often re-
cover.—The beft means of meliorating the condition of the
people of this parith, would be, 1ft, Encouraging and pro-
moting a woollen manufaftory at New Galloway ; 2dly, Im-
proving the breed of fheep, and quality of the wool. This
laft has already been attempted, and in {fome meafure ef-
feéted, by the premium given by the Society for the En-
couragement of Fifthing and Manufaéturcs, and, if conti.
nued, will ftill more promote this good purpofe. 3dly, Ma-
king a canal from the fea by the Carlingwork Loch, to
join Loch Dce, a {cheme fome years ago projefted, the
ground furveyed and levelled, and the expence eflimated,

but of late dropped. This would be a great advantage to
this
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this place, for importing freeftone, lime, &c. for the pur.
@pofe of building, and of meliorating the land. 4thly, By
making or mending that part of the road leading from
Portpatrick to Edinburgh, by New Galloway from Min-
nigaff te Monnihive, and building bridges over the Ken,
efpecially one at New Galloway, which is often impaffable
by fords or ferry-boats, and alfo by making or mending
the road leading from New Galloway, crofs the moors by
Shawhead to Dumfries. This would not enly be a great
advantage to New Galloway, but to the country in gene-
ral; for as this road from Portpatrick to Edinburgh by
New Galloway is 15 miles nearer than by Carlingwork and
Dumfries, and the road from Portpatrick to Dumfries 1o
miles ncarer by New Galloway than by the Carlingwork,
all travellers from Ireland and the fhire of Galloway tra-
velling to Edinburgh, Dumfries and England, and all the
Irifh cartle expoerted to England, which amount to many
thoufands yearly, would pafs this way, and alfo all travel-
lers from Edinburgh to Ireland, or thire of Galloway.

Stipend, School, Poor, tfc.—The flipendis L.8c : 15 : 3-:-51.
The glebe is worth L. 7. The King is patron. The church
was rebuilt 1745, and repaired 1788. The manfe was re-
paired 1765 and 1488, and is ftill a bad houfe, and too little
to accommodate the minifter’s family, The number of he-
ritors is 10, § of whom refide.—There is 2 public fchool at
New Galloway in this parifh. The {chool-houfe was re-
built laft year, and rendered more commodiouns; the year-
ly falary 200 merks Scots; fcholars, at an average through
the year, about 36; falary in¢luded, worth L. 30 a-year;
wages for Englith, zs. 6d. a-quarter, Englifh and writing,
2=, writing and arithmetic, zs. 6 d. arithmetic, 3s. Latin,
3s. This fchool is inadequate to ferve fo large and extenfive

a parith. It can only ferve Néw Galloway, and that part
of
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of the parith that is within 2 or three miles of it. Such as
are farther diftant, hire young lads into their families, that
have been bred at the public fchool, to teach their children
Englifh, and the firft principles of writing and arithmetic,
which they can do for L. 3 or L. 4 a-year. When 4 or §
families lie contiguous to one another, they hire a teacher
among them, for which they pay from L. 5 to L. 6, with
vichials; and by this means all the children in the pariih
are taught to read and write.—-At an average for the lafl
¥2 years, the number of poor, quarterly fupplied with alms,
is 12; average of colleftions for that time, L. 12, 105.;
intereft of a fund received in legacies, and otherwife, L. 8,
ros,; which together make L. 21, given annually to the

poor.

Prices, Wages, tf¢c~In 5765, beef was from 3s. to 45.
mutton from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 6 d. the Englifh ftone, a good
Iamb 3s. a dozen of eggs 1d. a hen 4d. a duck 5d. &e.
At prefent {1791) the prices are nearly doubled.——~The
wages of a day-labourer are from 64d. to 8d. and viftuals;
without viftuals, from 1s. to 1s. 2d. The annual wages
of a labouring man fervant are from L. 5§ to L. 7 ; of a mad
fervant, from L. 3 to L. 4. A healthy and induftrious man
is able to maintain and bring up a family.—The fuel com-
monly made ufe of is peat; fcarce at New Galloway and
neighbourkood. The mols # 3 miles diflant, inacceflible
to carts, by reafon of the badanefs of the roads; carried
home in corn-facks, on horfes backs, which, confidering
the -diftance, greatly increafe the expence, and hinder the
poorer fort, who have not horfes of their own, from get-
ting home a fufficient quantity ; they have recourfe to
broom, furze, and other brufth-wood, to fupply the defi-
ciency. In all other parts of the parith peat is plenty,

of ealy accefs, and of good quality, Every family caot
thelr
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their own peat, and though brought home on horfes backs,
as the diftance is fhort, have fufficient fuel at 2 very trifling
expence. Much coal is ufed by the better fort, brought in
carts from Dalmellington, near 2o miles diftant. Though
New Galloway is finely fituated for a woollen manufaure,
the difficulty of finding fuel has hitherto difcouraged the
manufafturer from fixing there, and hindered both the
increafe and improvement of the burgh. But now when
roads are opening up, and mofles rendered acceflible to
carts, both the expence and difficulty will be leflened; for
a cart with 1 horfe will carry as many as ¥ horfes- on their

backs.

Mifcellancous Qbfervations.—The people are of the com-
mon fize, between § feet 7 inches, and 6 feet, rather ftronger
made, and of a more rofy and better complexion than thoic
in the low country; owing, perhaps, to their not being
accuftomed to fuch hard labour, to their living better, and
eating more animal food., There is no part of Scotland
where the poor live better, or eat fo much animal food,
as in this moor country.—There are no public manufac-
tures. The people in general are frugal and induftrious,
and manufalture moft of the woollen and linen cloth ufed
by them. They are fond of mufie, dancing, aud other fo-
cial amufements.—A part of the landed property has been
of late years exchanged, owing partly to the failure of the
Douglas and Heron Bank, which has much diftreffed this
part of the country, and partly to other caufes. It fold at
between 24 and 30 years purchale.—Since 1780, when the
att of Parliament was obtained for converfion of the ftatute-
labour, high-roads have been made and repaired by aflefi-
ments on the parifh, not exceeding L.x the L. 100 of valu-
ation. Yet this is {o inadequate to the making and repair-

ang extenfive roads, thag many of them are fill in bad or-
der.

E: Thie University of Edinburgh
The Univaraity of Glasgow



of Kellr. 271

der, There are eleven flone bridges, and which are
kept in good repair. One of them, of two arches, over
the large burn of Paharrow, is the private donation of one
Quintin Maclurg, a tailor, who lived in that neighbour-
hood about 6o years ago. Being often in fear and danger
of his life, in paffing and repafling this burn, to ferve his
cuftomers, he refolved that no one after him fhould be in
{fuch jeopardy again, and ereted this bridge out of the earn.
ings of his ‘trade, which was never more than 4 d. a-day. ;
His name flill remains engraven on a large {lone on the top
of the bridge, as a teftimony of his public fpirit.—Theré
are only 2 inns in New Galloway, where entertainment can
be had for men and horfes. There are % {maller ale-houfes
in the town, and 3 in the country parith; but as thefe can-
not afford to pay the licence, they fcll only profefledly in
time of fairs. Formerly there were double that number ;
but of late years, the law has been fo rigorouily executed,
and heavy fines impofed on fuch as fell without licence,
that many of them have given up felling; and happy for
the country that it is fo, as cheap whifky has now found
its way bere.—Within thefe 1o years, 7 houfes have been
built and rebutlt in the town of New Gallﬂw:l}r, 3 of which
are 2 ftories high; befides 1 built for a tannery, lately fet
up there, and now carried on to a great extent. In the
country part of the parifh there are 4 houfes built, and 3 re-
built, 4 of which are 2 flories high, and elegantly fitted out,
A better tafte for neatnefs and elegance is getting into this
country, and which always bears fome proportion to the {pi-
rit of induftry. Gentlemen are not only building more ele-
gant houles for themfelves, but are alfo giving better and
more convenient houfes to their tenants. So many new
houfes are no proof of the increafe of population; on the
contrary, the farmers meet with greater encouragement
from the landlords, in accumulating feveral farms into one ;

o
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fo that more houfes are gone to ruin, for want of inhabi-
tants, than have been built and rebuilt.~—The prefent cu-
ftom of employing hired fervants, who live in the family,
inftead of cottagers, has its advantages and difadvantages.
The advantages feem to be thele: iil, They are more un-
der the mafter's eye, and more under his command day and
night, than the cottagers, who citen live at a diftance, and
think themfelves obliged to work only flated hours: =2dly,
An induftrious tenant can often make more of the benefit
commonly given to cottagers, efpecially when given in land,
or in grafs to cows and fheep, which was formerly the cale,
than will pay the wages of a hired fervant —The difadvaan-
tages feem to be, 1it, The decreale of population; for ex-
ample, there is 1 tenant in this parith that rents L. 300 a-
year, and poffeffes 5 different farms, in which, about 1o
years ago, were 7 tenants and 7 cottagers, which make 14
families ; but now there are only 10 families in thefe farms,
which is a decreafe of 4 families, calculating thefe at 43,
which I find is the calculation neareft to the truth, in the
country part of this parith, is 17 perfons fewer than for-
merly. 2dly, The increafe of the price of labour. Cot-
tagers were formerly nurferies for breeding up fervants, and
furnithed numbers fufficient for fupplying the wants of the
parifh, and fo kept down the price of labour; but now the
difufe of them leffens the number of labouring fervants,
the wages of whom rife or fall in proportion te their num-
bers; and being fcarce for want of proper nurferies for
them, the price of labour is greatly increaled, and mult in-
creafe, as the ipirit of indullry increales, and hands are
wanted ; fo that the difufe of cottagers is, amongfl many
others, one great caufe of the increafe of the price of la-
bour. 3dly, This difufe, and the high rent of {mall
pofleflions, difcourage matrimony in young people who
are fervants,~-New Galloway is a3 royal burgh, It has

four
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four fairs in the year. Here 1s an excellent meal-market
for as meal and barley are almoft always 2 d. and moflly 3d.
the ftone cheaper here than at Delmellenton and fhire of Ayr,
great quantities are purchafed at New Galloway, and car-
ried thither, where they meet with a ready market..—The
Park of (slenlee, where there i1s a houfe elegantly fitted up
by the late Lord Prefident, Sir Thomas Miller, is one
of the fineft fituations in this hilly country. It is on
the banks of the river Ken, at the head of a beautiful
holm, furrounded with hills, finely fkirted with natural wood,
and fheltered with clumps of fir, and fine old ozk. Two
beautiful cafcades, or falls of water, are near it.—1here i3
ftill to be feen the veflige of a road from the King's Holm
to the caftle of Dindcuck, 3 miles diftant. But who this
king was, tradition itfelf does not fay. 'This old caitle or
abbey, or whatever it was, i1s now in ruins, and has all the
marks of having been a flrong place. 5Some arched cel-
lars, and fome pieces of the mouldered walls, are all that re-

main of a large building,

Vor. IV. Mm NI M-

12 The Universiy of Edinbungls
FThe niversity of Glasgow



