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NUMBER XLIL

UNITED PARISHES or DUTHIL axp ROTHIE-
MURCHUS.

(COUNTIES OF MURRAY AND INVERNESS.)

By the Rev. Mr PaTRICK GRANT.

P U T H I L.

Name, Situation, Surface, Soil, Wc.

HE ancient name of the parith of Duthil was Glen-
T chearnich, fignifying, in Gaelic, * Glen of Heroes ;"
from wvarious exploits of the inhabitants in expelling the
Cummins from that part of the country, as well as from
their obftinate defence of it, afrerwards againit the depre-
dations of the Highlanders. The medern name Duthil is
from Decogh-dball, * excellent valley ;" the Kirk-town be-
ing fituated upon a rifing grousd, commanding the pro-
{pet of = valley about 1000 acres. The parith is in the
county and Synod of Murray, and prelbytery of Aber-
nethy ; extends 14 miles from E. to W.and 1s 1o miles
in breadch, is bounded by the parifh of Moy on the N.
by Alvey on the W. by Abernethy on the 5. and by In-

yerallen on the E. The general appearance is hilly, with
fir,
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fir, birch and alder, on the fkirts of the hills; but beyond
them it is covered with heath, and is rocky. It is divi-
ded nearly into two equal parts by the river Dulnan, fig-
nifying in Gaelic, * floody,” running from W. to E. a.
bout 14 miles. On both fides of which lies a great part
of the arable ground. The foil towards the lower end of
the parifh, which widens into a flat for {everal miles, fre-
quently overflowed by the Dulnan, is deep. Towards the
upper end, and at a diftance from the river, fhallow, yet
fertile through the whole. The climate is extremely
healthy, and the moft common diftempers are nervons fe-
vers, and {wellings in the joints, occafioned, moit proba-
bly, by the viciffitudes of heat and cold, which occafion
too frequent and imprudent changes of warmer clothing
for the Highland garb. There are feveral mineral fprings
in the parifh, two of which have been ferviceable in the

gravel,

Animals, &c.—~The quadrupeds are of the common
kind in the Highlands. Some of the horfes are of the
large labouring {pecies. The Highland garrons, as they
are called, though not fo fufficient for labour, are more a-
dapted to the lower clafs of people, eafily fupported, by
running out in the fields moft part of winter. This
country, once ftored with the fineft woolled kind of fheep,
has for fome years been over-run with the coarfle Linton
breed, which ought to be extirpated from every country.
The parith abounds with groufe, partridge and black-
game, and a vafl variety of the f{maller kind of birds.
The wood-cock appears in Oftober, and difappears in

April.

Population.— At the time of Dr Webfter's report, the

pumbers in Duthil and Rothiemurchus were 1485. In
the
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the eariier periods of fociety here, when only the fkirts of
the hills were inhabited, the lower grounds being covered
with wood, and infefted by wolves and other ravenous
animals, the population bore a nearer proportion to what
it now is than it did for a feries of years previous to the
rebellion in 1745. Since that memorable pexiod, the po-
pulation has decreafed confiderably, owing chiefly to two
caufes. The opportunity afforded young adventurers to
traverfe the field of fortune, and throwing land into large
farms. The amount of the prefent population of Duthil
is 8§35, all of the ettablithed church ; males, 372 ; females,
458 ; annual average of births, 70; deaths, 15; mar-
riages, 15 ; fouls under x¢, 150; from 10 to 20, 344;
from 20 to 50, 295 ; from 50 to 70, 98; from 70 te 100,
435 farmers and families, 54 ; houfehold fervants, 3; la-
bouring fervants, male and female, 230; one ftudent at
college. Formerly moft of the gentlemen’s fons and of
farmers fludied at college; but for 4o years paft, they
have become adventurers abroad. Number of perfons
born in other parifhes in Scotland, 141 ; number of gen-
try, 5. About 20 years ago there was a confiderable
number of very creditable gentiemen wicth families in this
parith, moft of whom have now become extinét; and the
few remaining are foon likely to become fo, their fons
preferring wvarious purfuits abroad ; batchelors, 3; each
marriage, at an average, produces # children; inhabited
houfes, 166; perfons at an average to each inhabited

houfe, 3.

Agriculture, &c.—Cattle, at an average, are 1022 ;
fheep, 3424 ; horfes, 315 ; ploughs of the Scotch kind,
and a few Englith, 105 ; carts, 260 ; arable acres, 2183;
all under corn and potatoes, excepting a few under cab-
bage, turnip and fown grals; acres in meadow-grafs,

2467
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2467 ; acres in mofs and moor adjoining to the arable and
meadow, g4650. What guantity of ground lies wafle, or
in common, being the hilly part of the purifh, I cannot
afcertain. At leaft a third of the parifh 1s under wood.
The parith fupplies itfelf abundantly with provilions.
The ouly articles of export are black cattle and theep,
The real rent of the parith is abont L. 1100 Sterling,
There arc but a few inclofures in the parifh. The peopla
murmur uxceruling]y at inclofures, their cartle having been
accuftomed to range promilcuouily through the year, ex-
cepting in the fumumer feafon, and while the corns are on

the ground.

Stipend, School, Poor.—The value of the living, inclu-
ding 2 gl=bes, 13 L. 67. The church was built in 1400,
repaired in 17%70. The manfe was built 1n rj04, rebuilt
in 1463. Sir James Grant is patron, and the only heri-
tor.— L here are 2 fchools, a parochial one, and the other
eltablithed by the BSociety for propogating Chriflian
Knowledge. The {alary of the parochial icheol 15 ros
merks. The falary and pergquifites will amount to about
L. r2 Sterling. 'T'he number of {cholars during the win-
ter fealon is about 30. In former years, when a number
of gentlemen's families refided, there were ufualiy abont
20 fcholars, fome of whom were fent yearly to the Uni-
verfity. Lut the lulary is now f{o inadequate to the ex-
pence of living, that no proper fcheolmafter can be had;
fo that the gentlemen are obliged to fend their children,
at a great expence, to diltant counties to {chool. The
falary of the Society fchool 1s L. g Sterling, with {uitable
conveniencies, furnilhed by the tenants, in whoefe diftri&
the {chool i3 [lationed. The number of fcholars, at an a-

verage, does not cxceed 20.~~The number of poor recei-
ving
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ving alms is 16. The annual contributions for their re-
lief do rot exceed L. . There is no eftablifhed fund.

Prices, Wages, &c.~—The price of beef, for a few years, has
ftood at 3% d. the lb. formerly at 1] d. ; mutton now at 3 d.
formerly 1 d.; butter, 12 s. formerly 5 s. the flone ; cheefe
from 4 5. to 6s. formerly 2s. 6d. Days wages of labour-
ers in huofbandry, and common labourers, when married,
1 5. which is fuflicient to maintain a family. The fuel ufed
is wood and peat, and 1s the moit expenfive fuel in any
part of Scotland, requiring the labour of the whole fum-
mer. Thus the farmer is under the neceflity of negleft-
ing the proper bufinefs of the farm. The ufual wages of
male domefltic fervants are L.6 a.year; female fervants
L. 3. They are entitled to feveral articles befides wages,
and engage only for a half-year, which is very diftreffing to
the farmer. If {ome mode is not adopted to regulate the wa-
ges of fervants, fuch as reflriéting their wages to a realon-
able fum, by the univerfal confent of counties, the farmer
muft unavoidably fail. Servants during the fummer, ftroll
about idly, and live upon their former half-year’s wages,
knowing that the farmer muit yield to the higheft terms
when the harvefl approaches. The idea of preventing, or
even difcouraging fervants from going to the fouth coun-
try, fo univerfally fuggefted, approaches too near to op-
preflion. Servants confefs that their wages are beyond
the profits of their labour, but when x or 2 farmers are
neceflitated for labourers, they are obliged to give high
fees, and from this view numbers of fervants lie in waiting.
The increafe in value of faleable articles might {eemingly
admit of an augmentation of rent. But letting the Hill-
amprovements to feparate pofleffors, having diminifhed
thefe articles, by reducing the number of cattle, and theic

too pinched in their pafture, ftill the fame number of fer-
vants
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vants is neceflary. It would therefore be of infinite ad.
vantage to the pofleflors of low farms to have the Hill-im-
provements alfo in their poffeflion, or portioned out upen
the common pafture, though they fhould pay the addition
of rent. This obfervation, if applicable only to a parti-
cular diftriét, would be foreign to the purpole ; but it ex-
tends to a vall track of country ; to the wellern diftriéks of
Aberdeen, Banff and Murray fhires; and a preat part of
Invernefs and Perth fthires, which properly comprehend
the Highlands of Seotland. Bervants wages having in-
creafed fo prodigioufly, it is more advantageous to the far-
mer to employ cottagers or day labourers, for the purpofes
of huibandry, where fuel and other neceflaries can be con-
veniently had ; but where it 15 otherwifle, the difficulty
- of colleting fuel for the tenant's own ufe, and alfo for the
cottagers, which would be neceflury, if employed in his
fervice, would be unflurmountable. Employing cotragers
or day labourers univerfally in this way, being generally
married, would have the good eflfe&t of increafing popula-
tion, as well as fubjecting fervants to more tolerable be-
haviour, wihere they muft neceflarily be had. Still there
15 one particular ablolutely neceffary to be obferved,
which, if not attended to, will be an unfurmounntable bar
to the farmer’s indultry. Tt is the proper regulation of
the nrice of corn and meal; when meal can be had under
16 5. a boll, (144 1b. Averdupois,) the different clafles of
Iabourers become 1dly difpoled. The wages of 1 half year
will maintain them idle a great part of the year.

Roads and Bridpes.—~The roads and bridges have for
fome years been kept in repair, by flatute labour exalted
in kind. The road from Grantown to Aviemore, 13
miles in length, was repaired in 1979 to 24 feet im

hreadth, being formerly 12 feet, by the country people,
Yor, 1V, Rr at
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at the requetft of the proprietor Sir James Grant, without
affefting the flatute Ilabour of the year. Of which road
there are g miles extending through the fouthern limits of
the parith, therefore, of no material advantage to the
people of this country, chiefly accommodating the public.
‘The bridges were originally built at the expence of the
proprietor, one of which, a flone bridge of one arch, over
the water of Dulnan, built in 1700, having now fallen in-
to difrepair, is completely {fupplied by a bridge built laft
fummer, 1791, clofe by it. A military road being pro-
jefted by Duthil to Dulleybridge, than which, if executed
equal to what of it is finithed, no road can be more com-
plete. For the proper line of this road, the public are
much indebted to the afliduity and attention of Colonel
Montgomery, Infpeftor General of military roads; ha-
ving traverfed on foot a vail track of very rugged ground
for that purpole, and thereby rendered the hine at leaft &
miles fhorter than that univerfally adopted, before Colo-
nel Montgomery infpedted it, at the fame time avoiding
the expence of bridges, and the incenveniency of rifing
ground. The objeftion to this line, which appeared to
other infpeétors, arofe from mofles of immenfe depth in-
tervening.

Mifeelluneous Obfervations.—The general fize of the
people is 5 feet 6. The greateft height which any indivi-
dual in the parifh has attained to, is that of a gentleman a-
live at prefent, being 6 feet , handfome and well propor-
tioned.—They are extremely indufirious, more preperly
laborious, in the cultivation of their poffeflions, fuperfti-
tioully treading in the footfteps of their anceftors, difregard-
sng every new mode of improvement, in which, unfortu.

nately, this country is not fingular. To emancipate from
al
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« prejudice fo univerfal and deeply rooted, will require
strong and uncommon exertions. The efforts of a native
have hitherto had fo lictle effeét, that they only ferve to
verify, * That a prophet has no honour in his own coun-
“ try.” The only effedtual mode would be, by one or more
ftrangers of experience fettling in fuch diftriéls, as a necefli-
ty of this kind requires. Though proprictors, for a num-
ber of years, fhould give the highelt encouragement, the
ndvantage in rime would be immenfe,—YUntil of late, the
people were very fond of a military life ; but the wages of
fervants increafing fo exceedingly, that fpirit is almoil to-
tally overcome. Formerly none would inliit bat in the
Highland corps. Bounty-money now determines the
choice. The people are fuﬂi::ir:nt]}' weonomical, yet ex-
tremely hofpitable and well dilpofed. They enjoy the
comforts and advantages of fociety, as much as an inland
country, and a fevere climate, will admit of —The fitna-
tion of the pariih in 1982 and 1783 was truly diltrelling.
Had it not been for Government bounty, and Sir James
Grant’s large fupplies from diftant countries, the poorer
clafs of people would have perifhed. 5o great was the de-
flruction of the crop in 1982, by the froit fetting in {o ear-
ly a3 the month of Augult, that the moll fubllantial corn
which was lent to fome of the mills in this paridh, was a
crop of wild eats from a plece of ground which had Leen
lﬂuughmi, but not fown. From wv.aiious olblervations made
npon thi- kind of grain, it appears to be a {pontaneous pro-
duélion ; fo that fhould oats, by fome calamity, be fweeped
off from the face of the earth, it might be regained by a
proper cultivation of this Ipecies of grain, offenfive as it is.
It will naturally occur to thofe unacquzinted with a fevere
climate, that carly fowing would, in fome degree, prevent

the fatal effe(ts of froft, This may anfwer in a favourable
climate,
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climate, but imprafticable, where for moft feaions the
ground is bomb proof in the middle of March, and mere
puddie for fome time thereafter. In 168¢, as nearly as
can be recollefted, there was a famine in this and the neigh-
bouring counties, of the moft fatal confequence. The
poorer fort of people frequented the church-yaid, to pull a
mefs of nettles, and frequently firnggled akout the prey,
being the earlicft {pring greens, which they greedily fed
upon. boiled without meal or falt. So many families
perifhed from want, that, for G miles 1n a well inhabi-
ted extent, within tht year there was not a _fmote remainming.
Nurfing woinen were found dead upon the public road,, and
babes in the agonies of death fucking at their meother’s
breafts. Numbers, to avoid the herror of their bodies be-
Ing ex pni:d fuumé the near approaches of unavoidable
death, crawled io the church-yard, for the purpole of more
immediate Interment, that the eaith, which deaied them
fubfiftence, might pioufly receive their remuins into its ho
fom.—An zugmentation of rent, the prodigious increafe of
fervants wages, and letting fmall improvements towa-d.
the fkirts of the hills, called Iill-tinproy ements, z1l concur
as caules of great alteration in the cudoms and fiyle of i
ving of the whalbitaets, within thefc 22 years. That ema-
grations, to an extenfive degree, have hippened from a
couniry where {uch eppreilion prevails, 1s not to be wen-
dered at. Sl emigiation is no criterion to judge by, of
the fituadon of a people.  Whole tribes, who enjoyed the
comforts of life in a reafunabie -:.:“;,;T-CL, have of late years
emigrated from difiercnt parts of Seostland, fiom mere ha-
mour, and a fantaflical idea of Leconsing heir own mallers
and frechilders.—The lunguage principally fpoken is the
(iaelic, and the names of places are derived frem that lan-
guage; as Crare-Llaclre, * Rock of Alarm,” There are 2

rock..
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rocks of the fume name, one at each extremity of the
country called Strathfpey, about 30 miles diftant. Upon the
approach of an enemy, the fignal was {ent from the one to
the other, fur all fit to bear arms to appear at an appoint-
ed place. Hence the Grants motto, ¢ Stand falt Craig-
¢ Elachie.'—The only principal inn in the panfh 1s at A-
viemore. 1here are no ale-houfes. "LThe number of houles
in which whilky (a beverage which feems fit only for dee-
mons) is fold, is 1. There were many more, until of late,
when they were fuppreifled by the proprietor, upon find-
jng the very bad effeéls on the mcerals of the people.

KOTHITIE.
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ROTHIEMURCHUS,

Name, Situation, Seil, 1.

HE parith of Rothiemurchus was united to Duthil in
1625. Sir Jumes Grant of Grant is patron. The

name in Gaelic is Raat-mber-ghini/b, ¢ great plain of fir.
It is fituated in the county of Invernefs, Synod of Moray,
and prefbytery of Abernethy; extends 7 miles from E. to
W. upon the fouth banks of Spey; 4 miles in breadth.
Bounded by the parith of Duthil on the N. from which it
is feparated by the river Spey; on the W. by Kinguifich;
on the 5. by Athol and Braemar; on the E. by Aberne-
thy. 7The nature of the foil near the banks of Spey is
deep and fertile; but, in general, is (hallow. There is an
inexhauftible quarry, more properly a mountain, of lime-
itone, in the centre, with abundance of fuel. There are
2 imall lakes, abounding with char, Lochnellan, one of
them, exhibits a fcene molt picturefque and romantic, and

by the fituation of the furrounding hills are formed § very

remarkable echoes. Upon a {mall ifland in Lochnellan, 1s

a caftle, built time immemorial ; the walls of which are
ftill entire.—~To the birds commmon in this country may
be added, in the parifh of Rothiemurchus, tarmagans, the
only inhabitants, through all feafons, of the tops of the

higheft mountains.

Population.—The amount of the numbers at prefent is
280, all of the eftablifhed church. Males, 130; Females,

150. Annual average of births, 3o; of marriages, 5;
deaths,
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deaths, 12. Of fouls under 10, 48; from 10 te 20, 63;
from 20 to §o, 92 ; from §o to 70, 46; from 7o to 1oo,
g1; farmers and families, ¢; houfehold fervants, 3; la-
bouring fervants, 46; gentry, §. Each marriage, at an
average, produces § children.

Agriculture, i9¢~—~Number of cattle, 180 ; theep, 23c0;
horfes, g5. There being a number of wood manufaltu-
rers, the parifh does not fupply itfelf with provifions, The
land-rent is L. 3c0; woed, at an average, L. 3co.

School, Poor, $9c.—~The only fchool is that eftablithed
by the Society for propagating Chriftian Knowledge. The
falary is L. 1o Sterling., That, and the perquifites, amount
to about L. 15. The number of fcholars feldom exceeds
jo.~-The number of poor is 4. The annual contributions
for their relief do not exceed L. 3; and there is no other
fund,

N U M.
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