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NUMBER L.

PARISH or PITTENWEEM,

(COUNTY OF FIFE.)

By the Rev. Mr James Nairne.

Name, Sitvation, Sotl, Air, We.

HIS parifh is fituated in the prefbytery of 5t An-
drew's, and Synod of Fife. There is no doubt that

coal was, in old times, wrought where the town now flands;
and in the town there is a large cove, anciently called a
weeme. Lhe pits produced by the working of the coal, and
the firiking natural objet of the cove or weem, may have
given birth to the name of the pariflh. Whether Pit-
tenweem originally was a parilh or not, is uncertain.
The extent of the parifh is about an Englith mile and 2
quarter in length, and abont half a mile in breadth. It is
bounded by the parith of Anftruther-Wefter on the E.;
by the fame and Carnbee on the N.; and by S5t Monance on
the W, ; the frith of Forth bounds it on the 5, The grounds
i the parith are flat; the foil is in general black and
loamy, and very fertile ; the air is dry and healthy ; the
water remarkably foft, while that of the neighbounng
towns is hard and brackith, The moft prevalent diftemper
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370 Statiflical Adccount

among the inhabitants, is the pherbi/s puimonalzs, or com-

{fumption.

Fifh, Shipping, Fc.—The fith caught here have of late
years been 1n much {maller number than foinwrly.
Quantities are fometimes fent to the Kdinburgh muarket.
Within thefe few months, a plan was formed for catching
turbot with nets, and fo getting them alive to iend up to
London ; but the trials have not been as yet very fuccefs-
ful. A confiderable quanuty of lobfiers are caught here
and in the neighbourhood, and fenr to London.—"1’he people
here are generally fond of a feafariug life, Lut few have
entered the navy as volunteers. They in general difcover
an averfion 1o the army, and 1 do not think more than 2
or 3 from the parith have inlifted during the laft 30 years.
At prefent the number of boats 1s only 5, and of veflels 4.
From a record of the town, it appears that prior to 1639,
the thipping here was confiderable. From that year to the
1645, the town fuffered greatly in that article. It appears
from that record, that there belonged at leaft to the town
13 fail of large veflels; all of which were either taken by
the enemy, wrecked, or fold in confequence of the death
of the commanders and mariners at the battle of Kilfyth.

Coal, WYc.~The whole furface of the parifh is fuppofed
to cover a continued ficld of coal, which lies in a very ex-
traordinary way, firlt taking one direétion, then a contrary
one, with different dipps. The property of it belongs to
Sir John Anftruther. When it began to be wrought is
uncertain. lt is believed to have been wrought by Oliver
Cromwell, who tooi poficflion of the Earl of Kelly’s eftate,
of which it then formed a part ; and a pit is ftill to be feen,
that goes by the name of Cromwell’s pit. In paft times,

as much coal was taken out as could be procured without
a
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a fire engine. After the working had been loug diféon-
tinued, Sir John Anftruther, about 20 years ago, erefled a
fire engine, and has fince that period put out an iImmenfe
quantity of coal, and made falt to a large extent. There
are g falt-pans. The average expence for the coal and falt
working is about L. 5o weekly. The colliers are all free,
ftand engaged by the year, and are paid in proportion to
the work they refpeftively perform. A good and labo-
rious collier will earn about 18 s. a-week.

Population —According to Dr Weblter, the namber was
939. At prefent it is 1157, all refiding in the town, except 4
families. Males, 541; females, 6x6; thar is, nearly 30
females for 27 males. The difproportion between the num-
ber of mules and females, may be owing to a number of
the youug men betaking themfelves to a feafaning life;
and there being no fhipping here, although there is a fea-
port, many of them fix the refidence for their families at
the places from whence they fail, and fo ceafe to appear on
the parith-roll. Befides, no manufallures being carried on
in this place and neighbourhood, induces another clafs of
young men to repair to thofe towns where manufaétures flot-
rifh, and to fettle there. The females are generally fla-
tionary. The average of births is 37, of deaths 25 ; from
which it appears, that multiplying births by 26, and deaths
by 36, will produce numbers that would fall fhort of the
aftual population.

From 1684 to 16g0, the average of births is - 43
From 1699 to 17009, - - - 33%
From x709 to 1719, - - - 34
From 1719 to 17129, : - - 382
From 1729 to 173g, - - - gof
From 1939 to 1946, - - - 28
From 17512 to 1761, - - - 21X
From
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372 Statiftical Account

From 14761 to 1771, the average of births is - 20
From 1471 to 1580, - - - 30
From 1780 to 1790, - - _ 37

From this it appears, that the population at the end of the
laft century was greater than at prefent, and was double
what it was at the middle of the current century. The
failure of the herring-fithing, and of the French and Eaft
Country trade, diminifhed, and the ereftion of Sir John
Anftruther’s coal and falt works has increafed the popula-
tion. The average of marriages is 7.

The number of fouls under 10 years of age, is - 200
From 10 to 20, - - - 200
From 20 to 5o, - - - 439
From 50 to 70, - - - 224
From %o to go, - - - 34
The number of handicraftfmen, 1is - - 78
Of apprentices, - - 15
Of feamen, - - vk’
Of fithermen, - - 12
Of miners and colliers, - 36
Of houfehold fervants, - - 49
Of labouring {ervants, - 18

Of perfons born in England, and the
Britith celonies, - - - 10
Of perfons born in other parifhes, about 400
Of the Eftablilbed Church, - 1024
Of Seceders, - - 110
Of Epifcopals, - - - 23

The population has increafed very confiderably within thefe
2§ years, owing to the colliery and falt-works. The pro-
portion between the annual births and whole population,
is as 1 to 31 ; between the annual marriages and whole
population, as r to 165; between the annuzl deaths and
whole population, as x to 46 ; between bachelors and mar-

ried
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ried men, (meaning by a bachelor, a man at the age of
25, and a houfeholder), as 1 to 18. Marriages, at an a-
verage, produce about 4 children. The number of inha-
bited houfes i3 185, and the average of inhabitants for each
exceeds 6, and does not reach 4.

Apriculture~~Formerly the whole lands in the parifh
were employed in raifing corn. Two-thirds of the ground
was fown with rough bear, and the remaining third with
wheat, oats, peas and beans. Sull a larger proportion of
bear and barley is {fown than of any other grain., Of late
years green crops have been introduced. Fields are laid
down with clover and rye-grafs; cabbages and kail are
raifed in the fields, for winter food. The average rent of
lands may be L, 1, 15s. an acre. For the beft, L.2:12:6
is paid. The land is generally not inclofed, and the rent
15 fuch, that the proprietors imagine the increafe would not
be a fufficient compenfation for the expence of inclofing,

Stipend, Church, Poor, W¢.~~The value of the living,
including the glebe, and converting the victual at 10 s. the
boll (which is rather a low converfion) is L.82. The
patron 1s Sir John Anflruther. When the church was
built is uncertain. It certainly was not originally intend-
ed for a church. Concerning it there are two traditions,
one of which is, that it was [ome of the cloifters of an
abbey, and the other, that it was the large barn or gra-
nary where the corns of the abbey were depofited,
which laft feems probable. The manfe was built about
the 1720, and received reparations afterwards. There are
22 proprietors, 7 of thele are communities, viz. 3 kirk-
fellions, 2 fea and 2 trade focieties ; 10 of the heritors re-
fide in the burgh.—The number of poor in the parifh 13
proportionally great, At the two laft general diftribu-

tions,
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tions, upwards of Go received charity. The funds for
their fupport, arifing from lands and weekly colleftions,
are from L. so to L.6c Sterling yearly. The failors
have a fund, confiderably above L.106 a-year, for the
fupport of their own poor., They are able to make a
very decent provifion for the widows, both of fhipmalfiers,
and of common mariners. This {ociety obtained ahout 6
years age a royal charter. The trodes have likewife a
fund for their poor, which [ believe is about L. 20 a-year.
There are other two charitable focieties, but they are ftill
in infancy, and their annual produce is inconfiderable, but
from the naturé of them they muft grow. One of thefe
focieties is formed by the people connelted with the col-
liery. This feems to be a moft laudable and humane in-
ftitution, as accidents often happen at collieries, and it
were to be wifhed that it generally obtained at all public
works.

Prices and Wages~The prices of provifions are nearly
doubled within thefle 3¢ years. Beef, veal, mutton, lamb
and pork, are generally fold at 4 d. the lb.; geele, at 2s,
6d.; daocks at 8d.; hens at zxd.; and rabbits at 3d.;
Butter 15 generally 8d. the 1b.; grain 1s generally 2 s. the
boll below the Mid Lothian fiars. The fuel made ufe of
is coal, and the price of 400 weight is 1s. 3 d. carriage in-
cluded. The wages of domeftic female fervants are gene-
rally L. 2, 105s. a-year,

Alifeellancons Obfervations.~The people in general are
ceconomical. Land is often changing proprietors, and the
general price is 2§ years purchafe. The people do enjoy
the comforts of fociety, and are contented with their
fituation.—The roads in the parith are very indifferent.

They
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They are kept in repair by the ftatute-labour, which is
generally commuted. Lalt feflion of Parliament pafled a
bill for turnpike roads in Fife, and the great road from E.
to W. will pafs along by this town.—Kelp is made here,
and the average quantity is 8 tons yearly.-——The ifland of
Mey, where a light 1s regularly kept, was a part of the
priory, and is in the lordfhip of Pittenweem.—The
principal bay neareft this is Largo Bay, and the fafeft
harbour is Ely, 2 miles farther up the frith than
Pittenweem.—One of the fleet of the Spanifth Armada
came to this coaft in great diftrefs, and put i1n to the
harbour of Anitruther Eailer, where the people were
hofpitably treated.—In the year 1779, Paul Jones, with
his little fquadron, lay for feveral hours off this harbour,
about half a mile from the fhore. The pilot and his
crew went off, believing they were Britifh {bips, and
requefted fome powder, which was given. The crew were
permitted immediately to return, but the pilot was detain-
ed, treated very uncivilly, and was not fet at hiberty, un-
til after the engagement Faul Jones had with our fleet,—
There 15 2 Iimeftone loch to the weftward of the rown,
which produces a confiderable quantity of lime annually . —
The cove or weem within the burgh is fituated half way
hetween the beach and an old abbey. It is large and ca-
pacious, confifting of 2 apartments. At the tuither end
of the inner one, there is a well of excellent water. At
the junchion of the two apartments, there is a flone-fair,
which carried you up a little way to a fubterraneous
paflage, which led to the abbey, where was another ftair,
which landed in the great dining hall of the abbey. The
two ftairs {till remain ; but of late years the fubterranecus
paflage was deftroyed, by the impending carth finking,
and cutting off the communication. The fubterrancous

paflage,
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pafiage, I think, might be about 50 yards in length.
—Dr Douglas, the prelent Bithop of Salifbury, was born,
and received the firft principles of his education here. His
father was in the mercantile line.—Pittenweem was con-
ftituted a royal burgh, by a charter from King James V.
in 1547. In the town's charter-cheil there are many old
writings, which I cannot decipher. The following extraét

from their records I tranfmit :

« Pittenweem, decimno-quarte Feb. 1651.

¢ The bailies and council being convened, and having re-
¢ ceived information that his Majefly is to be in progrefs
¢ with his court along the coalt to-morrow, and to flay at
¢ Anftruther houfe that night, have thought it expedient,
¢ according to their bounden duty, with all reverence and
¢ doe refpell, and with all the folemnity they can, to wait
“ upon his Majelly, as he comes through this his Majeity’s
¢ burgh, and invite his Majeity to eat and drink as he paffes;
¢ and for that effeft, hath ordained, that the morn aftep-
¢ noon, the town’s colours be put upon the bertifene of the
‘“ fteeple, and that at three o’clock the bells bt:gin to rirlg,
* and ring on flill till his Majefty comes hither, and paffes
¢ to Anftruther : And ficklike, that the minifter be fpoken
* to, to be with the bailies and council, who are to be in
¢ their beft apparel, and with them a guard of twenty-four
‘ of the ablelt men, with partizans, and other twenty-four
* with mufquets, 2all in their beft apparel, William Suther-
* land commanding as captain of the guard ; and to wait
* upon his Majelty, and to receive his Highnefs at the Weft
‘ Port, bringing his Majefty and court through the town,
¢ until they come to Robert Smith’s yeet, where an table
*is to be covered with my Lord’s beit carpet; and that

* George Hetherwick have in readinefs of fine flour, fome
é
great

-
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! great bunps, and other wheat-bread of the beft order,
! baken with fugar, cannell and other fpices fitting; and
¢ that James Richardfon and Walter Airth have care to
' have ready eight or ten gallons of good firong ale, with
¢ Canary, fack, Rhenifh wine, tent, white and claret wines,
¢ that his Majefty and his court may eat and drink ; and that
¢ in the mean time, when his Majelly is prefent, the guard
‘do diligently attend about the court, and fo foon as his
* Majelty is to go away, that a fign be made to Andrew
* Tod, who is appointed to attend the colours on the fleeple
“ head, to the effet he may give fign to thofe who attend
¢ the cannon of his Majefty’s departure, and then the haill
¢ thirty-fix cannons to be all thot at once. It is alfo thought
‘ fitting, that the minifter, and James Richardfon the oldeft
¢ bailie, when his Majefty comes to the table, fhew the great
* joy and fenfe this burgh has of his Majefly’s condefcend.
‘ence to vifit the fame, with fome other exprefiions of
* loyalty. .All which was afted.’
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