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NUMBER LXIII.

PARISH or ERROL,

(COUNTY OF PERTH.)

By Mr WiLLian HerdMaAN, Afiflant to the Minifler of
Errol,

Name, Situation, Sotl and Climate.

THE name of Frrol feems to be of great antiguity,
The firlt mention made of it is about the year y8o,
when the country was freed from an invafion of the
Danes. One Hay and his two fons, who were melghmg
in the field, flopped their countrymen in their flight, cau-
fed them return to the charge, and, by a furious onfet, fub-
due and rout their enemies. For this fignal fervice, the
family was conobled under the title of Earl of Errol, and
obtained 2 portion of land in the Carfe of Gowrie, where
Errol is fitwated. It continued in the poffeflion of their
defcendants till the middle of the Jaft century, and hag
fince belonged to feveral proprietors. No account is given
of the origin of the name. The parifh lies within the Sy-
nod and prefbytery of Perth. It is bounded by the river
Tay on the 5.; by the parith of Inchture on the E.; by

Kinnaird, Kilfpindie, and Kinfawns, on the N.; and by
bt
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3t Madois on the W. It is 5} miles in length, and near-
ly 3 in breadith; perfeftly regular and compa&, and in.
cludes a large and a fair portion of the carfe of Gowries
From the one end to the other, it firetches over almofl the

whole breadth of the carfe, from Its commencement at the .

foor of the hills, to its termination by the Tay; and
though it is in general level ground, there are feveral e-
minences in it, which add much to the beauty of the fi-
gure. The foil 13 of excellent quality. It varies accord-
mg to the fituation., The low land, which may compre-
hend two-thirds of the parifh, 15 in general a firong clay 3
the rifing ground, and particularly that in the neighbour-
hood of the willage of Lrrol, 1s 2 rich black earth; and
towards the W. end of the parifh, the foil is of a lighter
nature, inclining te a brown fand. The whole country is
naturally wet, and it is the draining and improving of it
within thefe laft 50 years, which has contributed fo much
to its valne and fertility., The climate, of courfe, could
not be confidered as the moft defirable. It was damp,
and attended with fuch dileales as 2re common in a heavy
atmofphere. Some time ago, the ague was a very pre-
valent complaint; it has now in a great meafure dilap-
peared ; but a difeafe fhill more fatal {eems to have come
in its ftead. Confumptions, which formerly were rare,
have of late been very frequent, although, from the flate
of cultivation, it fhould be thought that the air is much
more falubsious. But what 1s remarkable in the carfe of
(Gowrie, the people who refide in the higher parts of the
country are not found to be the molt healthy. The in-
habitants of the low and marfhy grounds, indeed, may be
more lizble to' rheumatic complaints, but they have been
often obferved to enjoy the longeft courfe of life.

Vor. IV. 3 P Agriculture.
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482 Statiftical Account

Agriculture~—The mode of cultivation has undergone
an entire revolution within thefe 4o years, and, ss this

pariih s an important part of the carfe of Gowrie, that

article s the more deferving of notice. The land was for-

merly divided into what was called infield and outfield,
there being about two-thirds of the former, and a third of
the latter. The infield, which generally lay vext the vil-
lage or tenement, got the dung produced on the farm, and
was kept nnder a conitant rotation of peas, wheat, harley
and ocats; lime, fallow and artificial grafles, were almoft
unknown. The outfield, after remaining 6 years in its
natural ftate, was for 3 crops turned into oats, having
been previcufly thrown up nte dikes as a preparation fer
them ; after which it was allowed to revert to 1ts former
condition. The prodoce of every kind was wvery indiffe-
rent. In thofe days of flerility, the horfes were fupported
in fummer upon thiftles, which were to be had in abun_
dance, both in the laboured and uncultivated grounds, and
which it was the employment of the fervants to colledt.
The land is at prefent in a high ftate of improvement.
As almoit the whole parilh is capable of bearing the lame
grain, the farmers, like impartial ftewards, direét their at-
tention equally to every part of their charge, and divide
their polleflions into 6 equal portions, which they employ
for fabow, wheat, peas, barley, grafs and oats. The {al-
low which ficceeds the oats or wheat, i3 turned over in
the end of autumn, again in the beginning of fummer,
and commonly ploughed and harrowed other 3 times in
the courfe of it. It is always enriched with dung, and
frequently with lime, which are laid on it before it gets
the lalt furrow in Auwguft.—The wheat upon the fallow
is fown from the Bth to the lail of September. As this is

whe principal crop which recompences the toil and ex-
penle
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penfe of the farmer, it iz perpetually encroaching on the
grounds belonging to the other kinds of grain. Some te-
nants who are only bringing their lands into order, or
who, it is feared, are bound down by their leafes, adhere
firiftly to the fixths into which they have divided them,
and convert no more into wheat than they had under fal-
fow ; others, whofe poffeflions have been longer in a ftate
of improvement, borrow confiderably from the barley and
oats, turning fields of peas and of grafs into wheat as they
judge beft; while fome very good farmers plough up the
whole of what was grnﬁ-‘., and lay the third of their grounds
under wheat. Bur this extenfive cropping is liable to be
interrupted, and is fometimes entirely prevented, except
on the fallow, by the heavy rains which fall in autumn.
The feed-time 35 finifhed in general by the middle of Qe-
tober, and the harveft commences about the 24th of Aun-
guft. According to the foil, ftrong beans, grey peas and
beans, or early peas are raifed ; the grain is fown as early
in March as the feafon will permit, the oats immediately
after ; and the harveil takes place in September. The
land for barley, that it may be fully pulverized, is tho-
roughly ploughed ar 3 different periods, November, A-
pril and May, and the crop is ready for reaping at the
fame time with the oats. Drilled beans, potatoes and tur.
nip, are fometimes put in place of peas, and found to be an
excellent preparation for the barley.—If the quantity
reaped from each kind of grain in the parith fhould not
ieemn remarkable, the quality yieclds ap abundant com-
penfation. The return obtained in general from wheat
may be 1o bolls the acre on the fallow, and 8 after grafs.
The average produce of peas and beans 15 8 bolls, which,
at the price they wlually bring, is a poor crop; but the

benefit derived to the land, and the maintenance they
furnifh
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furnifh for the horfes, are the reafons for continuing them.
QOats may be eftimated at 11 bolls, and often feveral more ;
but as they do not commonly exceed 145. in value, wheat
is found to be more profitable, and {eldom fails to be fub-
ftituted in their room, when the exchange can fafely be
admitted. Barley is a precarious crop on ftrong clay
ground, and cannot be reckoned upon for more than 8
bolls, though 10 and upwards are frequently obtained,
But the produce of all the above articles is fubje@ to
much viciffitude, though the return mentioned is the high-
eit that can in general be expelted. No pa:t of the king-
dom perhaps excels this for crops of grafs., - They are
rxaifed after barley or oats, and even fometimes after
wheat ; and though the increafe depends a good deal upon
the leafon, 3 luxuriant cottings are frequently had be-
tween the beginning of June and the end of September.
A confiderable guantity of frnit is likewife produced in
this difinét. I'ormerly there were large orchards planted
at many of the farm tenements, fome of them confifting
of feveral acres ; and though they are in fome meafure be-
come barren through age, and the quality is by no means
fine, they annually bring money into the parith.

The rearing of live ftock, though generally praétifed, is not
carried to great extent. The foil is ill adapred for pafture,
and too valuable to be left for that purpofe. There are
jull as many animals maintained, as confume the fodder
produced on the farm. 7The catile are kept in firaw-
yards with open fhades, where they thrive very well, and
are fold when 3 years old, from L. 4 to L. 6 or L. 8 each.
The milk-cows, and work horfes only, have liberty to
feed on a part of the fown grafs for a little time in fum-
mer, and the other flock are fent to graze in the neigh-

bourlicod, or {old, excepting as many as can be fupported
if
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in the yard upon clover. Till of late, the breeding of hoxfes
was rather neglefted, and large fums were laid out in pur-
chafing them ; but the farmers are now become more at-
tentive to their intereft in that gefpedt, and there is a pro-
fpect that they will henceforth provide for themfelves.
But the carfe tenants who can go much length in bringing
up young beeaite of whatever kind, are thofe who have
grais pofleflions fomewhere elfe, to which they can remave
them at the proper feafon. The parith may contain 7000
acres. 1 he whole of 1t 15 arable, and at prefent uader
eultivation in the manner already meationed, excepting
fome inclofures of firs, which, though the trees are
fcarcely come to half their fize, the proprietors are faft
clearing off. From the different methods purfued by the
farmers for the produétions of grain, it cannot be exadtly
determined what quantity of land is employed in each
ipecies ; but it is conjeftured that there is a fifth of the
whole parilh in whesat, nearly a fixth in grafs, and as much
In peas, fomething more in fallow, potatoes, flax, and plan-
rations, lefs than a fixth in oats, and about the fame in
barley.—Land is rented at very difterent prices. Fifteen
years ago, it was about 155 the ucre. [t rofe immediate-
ly afier to L. 1, §5. and was then judged {o high, that the
tenant obtained his pofleffion for life. It has of late hLeen
letting for L. 2, and fome of it even for L. 2, 105.; but
rents of this laft kind are given chiefly for lands about the
village, where trades people pay rather for the conveni-
ence than value of ground. The valued rent of the parifh
is nearly L. 19,000 Scouts, and the real rental is fuid to be
about L. 8ooo Sterling, The extent of farms is variable,
but in general from zco to 200 acres, The tillage is per-
formed by a plough, with an iron head and inettle mould
poard, drawn by 2 horfes, which onec perfon manages.

For
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486 Statiftical Account

For every 3o acres in the farm, one fuch plongh is com-
monly judged neceffary. As the labour is fevere, flrong
horfes are employed, which, for the moft part, coft more
than L. 21 a-picce. Four or ¢ cows are kept on z pol-
{eflion of 100 acres.

MWages, Prices, ¥¢.—~An ordinary ploughman gets from
L.4, 75 to L. 9, 9s. a-year; if married, he pays L. 1 for
his houle and garden, and L. 1, 10s. for the maintenance
of a cow throughout the year. There are many of both
defcriptions in the parith; and though the cottager is not
{o likely to change his refidence, the unmarried perfon is as
much defired for a fervant. The wages of a female fer-
wvant are from L. 2, xos. to L.3, and the whole of her
employment is in the houle, except in feed-time and har-
vefl. Mot of the male fervants have their lodging apart
from the dwelling of the farmer; and for viftuals, which
they prepare themfelves, receive 2 pecks of oat-meal a-
week, and a certain mealure of milk for each diet. When
labourers are hired by the day, they have 1od. in winter,
and 1 s in fummer, for meat and wages. Perfons from the
neighbouring boroughs are engaged for cutting down the
crop ; the men get from L. ¥, 35 to L.x, §s. and the wo-
men from 15s. to L. 1, befides provifions, which they ge-
nerally earn in 3 weeks., A confiderable expenfe, befides,
was annnally incurred for a number of hrands for threfhing
out the grain, which fervice is chiefly done now by ma-
chines for the purpofe. Threfhing-mills were introduced
into the parith about 3 years ago, are multiplying every
feaflon, and confidered a capital improvement in huibandry.
~—The whole cofls attending cultivation, exclufive of rent,
and alfe of lime, which is frequently demanded, are faid

go be L, 2 an acre. The price of provifions iz much the
fame
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fame as in the neighbouring parifbes.~-This parifh pro-
duces much grain, befides what is neceflary for its own
confumption. A good deal is {ent every year to Perth
and Dundee, and large gquantities are exported by fea.
It iz carried coaflwife to Leith, and feveral other ports on
the Forth, and up the canal to Glafgow. Winter and
ipring are the feafons of exportation, the farmer being then
obliged to difpofe of his grain. The prices are regu-
lated by the Edinburgh and Gla{gow markets, being com-
monly fomewhat lower, though the grain is of the beft
quality, and the meafures ufed here exceed thofe at Leith,
by at lealt 5 per cenz. which will defray the charge of traaf-
portation. There are two places at whith all the grain ex-
ported from the parifh 1s fhipped off ; the fhore of Er-
rol, a little below the willage, and of Powgavie, on the
E. point of the parith, where 1t joins with Inchture. The
chief traffic carried on, is that of grain in winter, and lime
and coals in fummer. Lime is brought from different
parts of Fife, and {old for 17 d. the boll, wheat meafure, and
alfo from the north of England, of a fuperior quality, which
15 to be had for 2s. 4 d. barley meafure. Coal, which 14
the fuel ufed in the parilh, coits about 3s. gd. the bell,
welghing 52 flones. There may be 140 or 150 chaldrons
of coals delivered at the fthore of Errol in a {eafon, and 120
of lime. The quantity of grain exported may be nearly
the fame with that of the lime delivered. A conelpond-
ence 1s likewife kept up with London, and fome other
places, whence porter, wine, fugar and wood, are frequendy
received. The proprietor of Errel has a duty vpon the ar-
ticles thipped off, or landed at the harbour on his eftate. A
paflage-boat goes regularly between it and the fhore of
Newburgh every tide.

Papulation.
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Population.—At the ime of Dr Webfier's report, the
numbers were 2229. At prefent (1vg1) the numbers are
268¢5; of thefe 1857 live in the country, and 828 in the
village. There are r3or males, and 1384 females. Com-
puting from 21 years, the time of majority, there may be
442 unmarried, 846 married, and 164 widowers or wi-
dows. Of all defcriptions, there are

Under 10 years of age, - - G33
Between 1o and 20, - " - 536
Between 20 and so, - - L1117
Between 50 and yo, - - 362
Above 70, - - - - 3%

‘The annual average of births fer the laflt 6 years is 97; of
marriages 32, and of burials 40. There are 18 heritors
belonging to the parilh; but the moit of it is in the hands
of 6 or ¥ proprietors, few of whom refide. Almoft the
whole country is occupied by the farmers. They are ex-
pert and indufirious in their profeflion, and profperous in
their circumftances. Little of the fervile work on theip
pofleflions is performed by them or their families ; and be-
fide female, many of them conftantly muintain 8 male fer-
vants. There are 211 weavers, who for the moft part
work cloth for fale; but no fine manufaéure is carried on.
There are §o wrights, 25 tailors, 21 fhoemakers, 14 black-
fmiths, 5 mafons, 2 brickmalkers, 1 bricklayer, 4 bakers,
3 butchers, 2 furgeons, and 1 writer. There are 7 inn-
keepers in the village, and 10 in other parts of the parifh.
There are not above 240 Seceders of all denominations.
The remaining 2445 belong to the Eftablithed Chureh,
who, for numbers and genteel appearance, will not be ex-
celled or equalled by many country congregatioms in the
kingdom.~—Their ftature is confiderably above the ordina-

ry fize, and their proportions etherwife well adjufted. In
temper
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temper and manners, they are gay, cheerful and allive,
The higher ranks are opulent, and the lower have it in
their power, from the great wages they can earn, to pur-
chale the conveniencies of life. They are far removed
from fordidnels, and a1e not unfulceptible of generofity, of
which they have given proof on leveral occafions. As the
people equal their neighbours in ufeful, and far furpafs
them in elegant accomplifhments, it is expefted chat they
will be exemplary alfo in that devout and religions de-
meanour, which gives every embellifhment 1ts true luftre

andd dig:‘.it_}’.

Chureh, School, Poor —The church was built 1n 1463,
The manfe above 6o years ago; has had fome inconfiderable
repairs fince that time, and is {lill in a tolerable condition.
John Allen, Eig; of Iirrol is patron.—There is only one
eftablifhed fchool, though, from the inconvenience of {end-
ing children to a diftance, others are maintained in diffe-
rent quarters, The parilh fchoolmafter has 20¢ merks Scots
of falary, 1s5. 4. on every marriage, 8 d. on every baptiim,
and 33d. on every certificate. He has befides 2 {mall fee
for doing the bufinefs of the kirk-fefion. The office is
judged to be worth L. go Sterling a-year.—The poor on the
roll at prefent, befides fome who get occaflional aid, are 36.
The diltyibution for their fupport amounts to more than L. 5o
a-year. | he means for furnithing it are the weekly collec-
tions at the church, which juft now may be reckoned L. 40;
the intereft of L.6eo, which is a fund belonging to the
poor, and the duties arifing from marriages and burials,
No afleffment has for fome time been levied from the pa-
rifh,

Vor, IV, 7 O Fillage.
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Village~—~The village of Errol is the only place in the
parifh, in which the number of buildings has lately in-
creafed. Its fituation is remarkably pleafant. Seated on
an eminence, rifing by a gradual afcent above the level of
the country, the profpedt from it is extenfive and delight-
ful. But the houfes in the village are as paltry as the fi-
tuation is pleafant. /s there is no flone in the neighbour-
hood, they are moftly built of clay, and huoddled together,
without much order or regularity. Excepting gentlemens
fcats, all the old buildings in the parifh are of that fub-
flance, which, when properly cemented, is reckoned the
warmefl and mofl durable of any; and there are fome fa-
brics of it fhill in tolerable repair, the date of which cannot
be afcertained. In furming fuch edifices, every man is his
own malon, raifing them by times, and putting on one
layer as the other 15 condenflated; and to this caunfe it is
certainly owing that there are {o few profeffional mafons in
the partth. It 1s thought that the peeple have now in fomae
meafure loft the art of preparing the materials, and com-
pacting them together, fo as to give the clay-houles the fo-
lidity they had in paft times. Thﬂ}-’ are, however, adopt-
ing a plan of building much more agreeable to the eye,
and certainly no lefs ufeful for accommodation, moulding
the mortar into bricks, and with thele forming their dwel-
lings. ‘The proprietor having adopted the judicious plan
of feuing out many of the old houfes, with their yards, fe-
veral gum‘l houfes have of late been ::r-:cf’c:::!, and the 'ri]]:igl:

has increafed in population,

Riyer Tay.~The country is interfeéted in different places
by {mall trafts of water, called pows, which move fowly
from the N. to the 5. fide of the carfe, and which are col-

le&ted moltly from the trenches opened for draining the
ground.
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gromnd. The Tay, into which they iflue, is the only ri-
ver in the parith. It furnifhes excellent {almon. For-
merly the market here was well ftocked with them, and
their price always moderate ; but the whole fithings having
been let to companies of merchants in Perth, for a number
of years the produce has been fent in wveflels to London,
where the demand for them has almofl entirely removed
them froin the reach of the people, for whofe ufe nature
feems to have ordained them. They are ftill caught in
great quantities in the river, but not many immediately
oppofite to Errol. The Tay, by the conftant aétion of the
tide and current, making an impreflion on a foft bank, and
walhing away every fealon a valuable portion of land, the
late proprietor of Errol built large ftone dikes for the de.
fence of his eltate. Befides itretching along the coait, piers
were run fome length into the river. They have had a
conliderable effect. A firong crop of reeds grows annual-
ly in the mud, over which the tide regularly flows, which
help to diminith its influence, and, by their roots, to con-
folidate the earth ; and the bank, which formerly was fo
vielding, 15 become a firm beach, covered with young
planting, which is of ufe, both for ornament and protec-
tion. But what 15 profitable by lancd is hurtful by water.
The long piers are fuppoled to have altered the pofition of
the banks on which the falmon were caught, and they
fcem to have deferted that part of the coafl., There is a
popular tradition, that the Tay anciently ran along the
foot of the hills, by the N. of this parith ; but if ever that
was the cafe, it mauft have been at a much earlier period
than 13 reported. The change from that courfe to the
prefent, is fuppofed to have taken place in the 12th cen-
tury ; but there are charters on record of that date, con.
firming to the Hays of Errol, and other proprictors ir the

neighbourhood
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neighbourhood, or mentioning their difponing to religious
houfes, their right of filhing on the Tay, to which it can-
not well be conceived how they had aoy title, unlels the
tiver always held the channel which it now eccupies. That
fome branch of the Tay may have hud its diretion by the
. of the carfe, or rather that there may have been much
water in the hollow ground, before the country was drained,
is extremely probable ; but there s little realon to ima-
zine that the bed of the river has ever undergone any

alteration.

Difadvantager~—"The parilh has always had a bad name
for roads. In a wet country, and deep foil, the track either
of man or beafl, when much ufed, and never repaired,
foon becomes unpleafant, if not impaffable. The keeping
the public ways in a tolerable condition, muil have been
attended with uncommon difficuity and expenie, from the
neceflity there was of bringing the materials from a di-
flance ; but the talk which was fo arduvus, being almott
entirely neglected, the roads were in a ftate of difrepair,
which cannot eafily be conceived. There is a profpell
that this grievance will now be fpeedily removed, Iun con-
fequence of an aét of Parliament, lately obtained, a great
poft.road is carrying on from Perth to Dundee, which 1uns
through this parith, and another turnpike 1s making trom
that to the fhore of Lirrol, which will facilitate the com-
munication both Ly lund and water. When tlys import-
ant work is accomplifthed, it is hoped that the flatute-la-
bour, which will not be neceffary clfewhere, will be ap-
plied to the crofs-roads, that they alle may be put in a
tolerable ftate. ‘The landlords will certainly find, that the
money expended in this way will be a valuable 1mprove-

ment to their eftates.—Next to bad roads, the chief mcon-
veniepnes
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venience of which the people can complain, is the want of
good water. ‘There are few fprings in the low grounds,
and the fmall ftreams which iffue from the hills 2re pol-
luted before they reach the inhabitants of the carfe. The
country peopie ufe the water of the pows, which, in time
of drought, is of a f{tagnating nature, and in rain, is
deeply tinétured by the ¢clay. The inhabitants of the vil-
lage dig pit-wells, which, when left open, afford the moft
nanfeous water ; antd even when inclofed, and built up
with a pump, their produce is not of the moft pleafunt or
falutary quality. But this is a difadvantage which it would
be very diflicclt to remove, and which the people mufl
sndeavour (o fupport as par! of their natural deftination,

N U M-
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