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NUMBER LXVIL

PARISH orFr KIRKPATRICEK-JUXTA,

(COUNTY OF DUMFRIES.)

By the Rev. Mr (GABRIEL 5ScoT.

N.:‘I#M,, EJ'IHHI;bﬂ, Snrfuﬂ, Sm'!, e,

KIRHP&TRIEI{ has been evidently named after St Fa-
* trick, and is more properly fpelled Kil Patrick. Itis
fituated in the Synod of Dumfries, in the prefbytery of
Lochmaben. Its form is triangular, about 8 miles on each
fide. It lies on the 8. W. fide of the Annan, oppofite to
the parith of Moffar, by which it is bounded on the E. and
N. On the 5, E, it is bounded by Wamphrey; on the 5.
by Johnften; on the 5. W, by Kirkmichael and Clofeburnf;
on the N. W. by Crawford. The general appearance is
rather bleak, interfperfed with meofs and moor, and almoit
without inclofures. For a mile 5. W. of the Annan, it i3
flat and pretty populous. To the weftward it 1s heathy
and hilly. Azt the waltern extremity ftands the mountain
of Queeniberry, whole top is about 3000 feet above the
fea. The foil is fhallow, but dry and moderately fertle.
By means of turnpike roads lately made, and the encou-
ragement given by the Earl of Hopetoun, it is now impro-
ving
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ving by lime brought zbove 20 miles. The air is rather
moilt, from frequent rains from S. and 5. W. but healthy,
and free from agues. Ja 17Bg, there were 204 days wet or

thowery.

Population.—By Dr Webiler's report, the numbers were
294. The population of the parifh is rather decreafed
within the lalt go yearsi. The number of farmers is one
half diminifhed. "Fis Lord Hopetoun’s defign to increafe
them. The prefent population is 617; 298 males; 319
females. Average of births 16; deaths 14 ; marriages 7;
under 10, 156; between 1o and 20, 148; 20 and 30, 65
30 and 49, 74; 40 and 50, 75 so and 6o, 50; 60 and
2o, 28; 70 and Bo, 18; Bo and go, 1; go and 100, z.
Families of farmers g2 ; other families ¥1; tradeimen 15 ;
fervants male and female, all (at leaft occafionally) labourers
62 ; Scceders 17 ; bachelors above the age of 21, 42 ; mar-
ried men and widowers g5. Average of children alive ot
each family, including thefe of widowers and widows 3.
Inhabited houfes 132 ; nomber of perfons to each, (exclu-
five of g folitary female cottagers,) fully t.

Produéiions, Apriculture, e ~—~Natural productions are
oak, alh, birch, aldsr, hazel, &ec. Much oak of a large
growth is dug up in the mofes. There are feveral late
PInm_::.tin’n.-; of fir. Broom und furze abound. We have
alfy alder, jumper, bird-cherry, crab, mountain ath. Wild
firawber: res, cranberries, nuat-berries and- others, peculiar
to mwoors and mountains, That fpecies of grafs which
grows on mrarthy ground, commontly cailed /fprart, 15 much
uied for fodder. 'Tis fomewhat remarhkable, that the land
where it grows, thougl not fube& to be overflowed with

“gvater, bears annual cropping, without being manured or paf-
ol ' turel
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etred except in the latter end of the year. Mofs accummulates
very guickly upon flones when expofed to the weather, and
likewife upon trees. Tuere ave intillage 4 8 acres ; for po-
tatoes 35 acres 3 barley and big 2o ; almoft all the reft for
oats. There are of black cattle 625 ; theep 448 fcores, horfes
95. The black cattle in this country are {fmall, and moftly
without horns; for the want of which, they are commonly
preferred. The fheen are all of the thort kind, large, but
coarfe woolled. They are tarred very thick, about a Scots
pint of tar being allowed to § theep. The Englih fheep
are coming into repute in the neighbourhood. Lord Hope-
toun keeps a few Spanifh, which thrive pretty well. In
general, the parith muft be prefumed to export provifions.
But a very few acres are fown with rye-grafs and clover.
The whole of the parifh, except about 600 acres, is in paftare,
They fow from the beginning of March to the middle of A-
pril, and begin to reap in the firlt week of September. The
land-rent of the parifh is about L..1827. There are about 40
ploughs, almoft all of the Scotch kind, and as many carts. Al
moft every farm in the parith having a confiderable variety
of foil, it can only be computed that the arable land, if let
feparately, would rent from 6s. to 14s.; good hog meadow,
as it requires little trouble or expence, might yield x2s. or
x4s5. There is no land capable of tillage, let exclufively
for pafture. The higheft rent in the parith is that of a
thecp farm, wvre. L.z20. Other fheep farms are rented at
L.1oo, and upwards. Thefe liave all more or lefs of arable
lund, from 8 to 30 acres. The average rent of thofe farms,
on which there are no fheep, 1s L.25. The number of
thefe is increafing.—In 1582 and 1783, much corn was ex-
ported from this county both by land and fea. The oat-

meal fold then at 25, 6d, the ftone. The poor certainly
' depend
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depend more on potatoes in this county, than in any other
in the South of Scotland,

Stipend, School, Poor, 8¢.—The ftipend is L. 72, 4s.
including L.j5 for communion-elements. The glebe is
worth about L.4, 10s. a-year. The Earl of Hopetoun is
patron, as curator for the Marguis of Annandale. The
chyrch feems to have been built in 16496, thatched with
heath tll 1736, then raifed in the walls and flated. The
manfe was built in 1988, The number of heritors is Q.
None refide but one inconfiderable proprietor.—There was
no fegal fchool in this parifh till about 20 years ago. The
falary is only L.r1, and the wages aguarter, for reading,
are no more than 15. The number of fcholars in fummer iz
very fmall, in winter 40 or 5o. Had not the prefent
teacher been difabled for working as a common mafon, he
muit have fpurned at fuch a livehhood as this.—About z2
poor regularly receive alms; about L. is colle@ed ac the

church doors.

Prices, Wages, &Wr.—The price of ocats within the laf?
40 wvears has increafed about one third. Heef and mutton
fell at preflent about 4d. the pound, which 15 more than one
third above their price 40 years ago. A man's wages for
labour in hufhandry, are in fummer about 8d. and 10d. with
viftuals ; a carpenter’s 1od.; a mafon’s rs.; a tailor’s §d. ;
all with viftuals., The common fuel is peat, dug on alincft
every farm : when {old at Moffar the average price of a
fmall cart-load 15 2e. As the earnings of common la-
bourers are fmall, their fubfiftence and accommodaiion muft
be fcanty and mean. Small as their expenditure is, [ find
it very dillicult to balance it with their earmings. From ail

the information I can obtain, I apprehead the following
calculation

& The Univers ity of Edinburgh
Thiz Uhnbwersily afl Gizegaw



of Kirkpatrick-fuxta. g2t

calculation to be pretty near the truth. The labourer has
a wife and 4 children, the eldef 13 years, the youngeft s.

Eﬂrr:ﬂr!g:.

The man earns, with viftuals, 8d. a-day for 263
days - - - - L.B 16 8
Childrens wages - - - I O ©O
Charity or prefents . - - o Io ©
L.xe 6 8

Expenfes.

Dat-meal, 4o {tone, at rs. §d. the ftone - .3 6 B8
Butcher-rmeat - - - 1 © o
Wool, 2 {lone, {pun for clothes - - o 12 O
Milk and butter - - - - I § ©
Sale . - - - - o6 4 ©
Houfe rerit - - - - o 16 ©
Barley, 4 ftone - - - - a 6 8
shoes - - - - - © 1§ ©
Potatoes for feed, and bought - - o 10 ©
Linen, aprons, &c. - - - o Ic ©
Lying in and burials, &c. - - - e 10 ©
Peat - - - - - 4 % o
Tools, repairs of houle and furnitore - © 4 4
E.io 6 B

I have omitted feveral articles of drefs and finery, watch,
pocket money at weddings, fairs, 8zc. education of children
at fchool, &c. How thele can be defrayed by the earnings
of the wife from harvefl work or {pinning beyond what is
neceflary for the family, ‘tis difficult to conceive. Many
however, who feem to live according to the above calcula-

Vor. IV. 30 taen,
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tion, receive no public charity. The wages of a man fer-
vant are from L.6 to L. 8 a-year ; of a woman from L. 1,
10s5. to L. 4.

Antiguities~~There is a Roman road yet to be traced
running through the parifh from 5. to N. It comnes up
the E. bank of Annan, from the ruins of a large camp at
Burnfwork, in the parith of Middlebie, and pafles here a
place called Tutizws-holm, where there are fome remains of
2 fquare encampment of {mall extent. Upon digging, 1
could only find fome earthen ware in fragments, very firong
and coarfe. 1 have procured from the people who have
tilled the adjoining fields, a few bits of green and party-
coloured glafs, and imall pieces of a fubflance refembling
marhle, about half an inch broad, reund, {mooth, and flat
en one fide. Some have been found which were perforated
in the middle.—Near the Roman road where it enters the
parifb of Moffat, there was found in a meols about three
years ago, a piece of gold of a femicircular form, evident
ly a fragment, in length 3 or 4 inches. On the outur edge
it was ornamented with a bosder, in which were the fol-
lowing letters formed by eutting through the interfhices,
10V, AVG VOT. XX.—There are a great number of
catrns or barians ; alfo many circular inclofures on hills and
eminences, formed by a great quantity of ftones, which
have now no appearance of having been built. They mea-
fure in diameter from 100 to 200 feet. They are com-
monly fuppofed to have been ufed for fecuring the carctle
from enemies and thieves, in a country much infefted with
both. There are feveral ruins, called by the common
peaple towers, which have been furrounded by ditches and
.walls, By far the mofl remarkable of thele 1s the paré of

Aebancafs. The walls, which are about 150 feet iquare,
and
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and fome parts of which are ftill ftanding to the height of
wo feet, are no lefs than 15 feet in thicknefs. The fort
had been fupplied with water by a leaden pipe, part of
which was lately dug up. The place is {ltrong by nature,
from the precipices and moraffes by which it is furround-

ed.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations~~The people in general are
quiet, fober and contented. No murder, {uicide nor rob-
bery, is known to have happened in the parilh.—Almoft
every family fpins coarfe cloth for its own ufe; but unfor-
tunately there is no confiderable woollen manufaéture in all
Annandale. Great part of the wool is exported to Eng-
land.—The condition of the people might, in my humble
opinion, be much ameliorated, if the proprietors of land
would grant them longer leafes and better houfes, and ei-
ther inclofe their grounds, where arable, or encourage their
tenants to do it. By fuch means, many acres not worth
more at prefeat than 1 5. a-year, might be improved {o as
to yield in a few years 125, or 155. 5o eager are the te-
nants here for tacks, that for a 19 year tack of a very
fmall farm, moderately rented, 6 or 8 times the amount of
the rent is fometimes paid as entries. There are particu.
lar realons for the Marguis of Annandale’s lands not being
let in long leafes; but the people have {uch a well fouad-
cd confidence in the honour and generofity of the Earl of
Hopetoun, that they do not feein to fuffer much from the
want of them.—Fifty years ago, filk and cotton were very
rarely to be feen; now a fervent maid cannot be in drefs
without both. There were then no watches but the mi-
nifter’s ; now there is fcarcely a man fervant who is without
ane. Clocks, mollly of wood, are allfo very common. Se-
venty years ago, there was not a pane of glafs, exceptin

LW
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two houfes ; now every houfe has at leaft one glafs window,
In other refpefls, however, the houfes of the common people
have improved little or nothing. Seventy years ago, the
hire of 2 man fervant was zbout L. 1, 45 of & woman
fcarcely x09. a-year.—The common people were certainly
more ignorant 5o years ago than at prefent. Several at
that time had not learned either to write or read ; now they
can all read pretty well, and all the men at lealt can wrte.
Several of the farmers read hiftory, magazines and newl-
papers. The vulgar read almoft nothing but bocks on re-
ligions {ubjelts. DMany of them are too fond of controver-
fial divinity; a tafte which the Diffenters are very diligent
in promoting, and which the few books they are acquainted
with, are rather calculated to confirm. To difcourage this
unhappy propenfity, fo common through a great part of
scotland, and to recommend books of a more rational and
inftruétive nsture, feems an objeét worthy of 3 clergyman,
——Inoculation of the fmali-pox is far from being general in
this country. The common people are firongly prejudiced
againft it. To this circumitance a large proporiion of the
deaths which happen in this parifh is to be afcribed.—~Rheu-
matifm 1s univerfally allowed to be much more common
now than 1t was 4o years ago. I have heard no fatisfac-
tory reafons affigned for its increafe. Thinner clothing,
and the more general ufe of linen next the fkin, may per-

haps account for it in part.
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