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PARISH OF DRUMBLADE.

(CouNTY OF ABERDEEN.)

By the Rev, Mr GEORGE ABFL,

Name, Situation, We.

":["‘ HE ancient name of this parith was Drumblaze, the

medern 15 .Drumblade, which fignifies in Gaelie,
¢ hills covered with corn,” of which there are feveral i
the parifh. Drumblade lies i thie county and Synod of A-
berdeen and the Prefbytery of Turrilf. Its form fomewhat
refembles the body of a fiddle ; the length from N. te S. 13
from § to 6, the breadth from E. to W. from 4 to 5, and the
circumference abour 18 miles. Itis bounded by the pa-
rithes of Forgue, Inch, Gartly and Huntly; by the two
laft of which, it is interfected in fome places. The furface
is compofed of fmall hills and wvallics, fome of the former
are covered with fir, but moft are arable. The vallies pro-
duce excellent crops where properly cultivated. The foil
of the lait is a deep loam, and that of the higher ground is
thin, but fertile ; the air tolerably falubrious, and the pea-

ple generall y healthy.

Animals~The quadrupeds are horfes, black cattle, theep,
hogs, foxes, hares, polecats and badgers. Birds are groule,
partridges, plovers, a few wood cocks, &c. The cattle
are not of an uncommon fize, though they are very hardy
and ferviceable. Some cows bred here have fold at L. 8,
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and oxen 2t L. 16; but the commmon prices are greatly be-
low thefe fums, ordinary cows felling from L. 4 to L.,
and oxen from L. 6 to L. 1o,

Minerals.—~There is plenty of coarfe lime-ftone, of free-
ftone, (called here paily-whin,} of moorftone, and indica-
tions of {late; there bemng inexhaufltible quarries of that
article in the neighbourhood. Some tew chalybeate fprings
are to be met with, but weak and little ufed.

Population.— According to the returns made from hence
to IDr Webfler, the number of inhabitants in this parifth
about 1950, was 1125; this has fince dimini/hed, as in
1790 there were only 886 individuals, of whom 427 were
males, and 459 were females. Of the total number, 812
belonged ta the Eftablilhed Church; 40 were Seceders;
30 of the Epilcopal perfuafion, and 4 Papifts. The annual
average of births is 233; of deaths 2c%; and of mar-
riages 48 The population in 1782, was 876; in 1783,
892; in 1984, 887; in 1986, 914 ; in 1484, 003; in 1788,
874. The caufes of thefe alterations are young men, fuch
as mafons, thoemakers, wrights, {laters, &c. going abroad
to improve themfelves in their refpective crafis; and to
the enlifting of fome in the army, particularly in the artil-
lery. There are 200 inhabited houfes ; the property of
which is divided among four heritors, only one of whom
refides.

Prodntions, €5¢c.~—~The parith produces all the ordinary
kinds of vegetables in the fields and gardens; fupplies itfelf
with provifions, and exports meal, bear, and oats. Sowing
and reaping depend much upon the feafons. Peale and
oats are fown (if the ground be dry and fit for the feed)
from the 1ft of March to the middle of April; barley and
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common bear {rom the laft period till Whitfunday. Bar-
ley, bear, and Peebles, or ecarly oats, are reaped fiom the
end of Auguil to the middle of September, common oats
to the end of Oc¢tober ; and fometimes in very late feafons,
and backward weather, the harveft continues il the be-
ginning, nay middle of December, as in 1982, There
may be about 4oo acres ia plantations. Each farm
has a proportion of pafture-ground fet apart for the
cattle and fheep ; and it muft be acknowledged there 1s
too much walte ground. ‘There are {fome inclofures in the
Paril'h; but the greatefl part of 1t 13 uninclofed, as the
people, though fenfible of the benefits of inclofing, cannet
afford the outlay of money neceflary for that purpofe.

Rent,Wages, & c.—Befl arable or meadow ground lets in
general at x4 s. or 15s. the acre ; inferior, from §s. to 10s.
The rent of the whole parifh is above L. 1622. Landed
property is not often changing. The daily wages of a
labourer in hufbandry are ¢gd.; in harveft from 1s. to
xs. 3d.; of a carpenter xs.; of a mafon rs, 3d.; of a
flater £s. 2d.; of atailor 1< d. When men and women
are employed for the whole year in hulbandry, the wages
of the former are from L. 4 to L. 6, and of the latter, from
L.2 to L. 2, tos. exclufive of viftuals and lodging, with
which they are alto fupplied by their mafters. None have
been obliged to leave the parifh for want of employment.
The fuel commonly vfed is peat, turf, heath, broom, whins,
(all found in the parith), and Englifh coal, landed at Banfl
or Portfoy. There is a very fine clay, of a yellowith
brown colour, (called here clay-marl), to be got in great
quantities, in which very little fand appears, It is only
ufed as a compolt for manure, or is lnid upon grafs-ground
with little propriety or judgment.
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Churel, Stipend, Poor, €. —The church was rebuilt in
1773. The former church had been built in the year §170,
as appears from raifed figures upon one of the keep flones
of the eaft end ; and the appearance of the work feemed
to confirm its antiguity. The value of the Living, includ-
ing the glebe, 1s L. 67 : 15: 8. The Eail of Kintore is
patron. The number of poor receiving fupport from the
funds, on an average of § years, is 12. The laf} year's a-
mount of the contributions, and the produce of alms, le za-
cies, and all the other funds deftined to their ufe, was

L.2g:10:5.

Mifreliancous Obfirvationr.—The general fize of the peo-

ple is from g feet 5 inches, to 5 feet ro inches. They are
not remarkably indolent; but with regard to induftry, there
1s room for improvement. They are mconomical, live fo-
berly, and rather poorly, but feem tolerably contented with
their condition ; are humane, and difcover their humani.
ty on every occafion. The having a little more the com-
mand of money at firt fetting out in the world,
might greatly meliorate their condition. The roads in
this parith are not in good repair, on account of the clay
“foil, the want of pravel, the great length of highway, and
the fmall number of people to look after it. The ftarute-
labour i3, however, exa&ed, and bur in very few iritances
commuted. “Therc are no turnpikes; the general opinion
feeming to be againft them.

Antiquities.—There are three twmuli in this parifh ; the
largeft, Meet-hillock, is near Shioch, where King Robert
Bruee encamped, when he came N. in puriuit of fome of
the adherents of Cummine Farl of Bidenoch, after defent.
ing that nobleman at Inverurie. A dmall hill ghove that
tumulus is called to this day Robin’s Height, and bad on the
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top large ftones, with infcriptions on them, now all broken
down and carried away ; at leaft none are at prefent to be
feen above the ground. Tradition reporis, that thefe three
tumuli were raifed by Bruce’s army, as pofts of communi-
cation for his {foldiers; and the orders were given by the
King at Meet-hillock. None of them have been opened.

Famine in 1982.~~—The crop in 1782 almoft totally fail-
ed; of courfe the year 1783 would have proved calami-
tous in the higheft degree, had there not been a very large
fupply of peale procured from Norfolk, which was fold out
twice a-week, at prime coft, in the {malleft quantities called
for. There was al{o barley brought from Aberdeen, and re-
tailed in meal by private adventurers. During this period
none died of want; the people were more healthy than ufual;
and the women in general exerted themfelves fo much in
fpinning, and fitting up at their work every other night, as
to produce double the ufuzl quantity of linen yarn, thus con-
tributing more to the fupport of their families than the
men.
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