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NUMBER VIL
PARISH OF SKENEL.

(CouNTY OF ABERDEEN.)

By the Rev. Mr James Hoca.
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Name, Sttuation, Soil, .

CcoRrRDING to tradition one of the progenitors of the
prefent laird of !Skene is faid to have killed a boar

that endangered the King's life, Malcolm Kenmore, with a
koife or dagger, called in Gaelic, a Skian, and received
as reward the greater part of the lands in the pa-
rilh. Hence the name of the family of Skene, and that of
the pasifh. The parifh is fituated in the county of Aber-
deen, and lies from 6 to 12 meafured miles N. W. from
the town. It 1s in the Synod and Prefbytery of Aber-
deen. Its extent in circumference 15 nearly from 20
to 24 mealured miles. The form 1s nearly oval;
the length is 6, and the breadth from 3 to 4 meafur-
ed miles. Itis bounded on the E. by the parifhes of New-
hills and Peterculter; on the 5. by Peterculter; on the
W. by Echt and Cluny ; on the N. W, by Kemnay; and
on the N. by Kintore and Kinellar. The appearance of the
country is hilly and rocky. The nature of the foil is va-
rious; the predominant quality is that of gravel. Some
fpots are fertile enough, others very barren. The air is
[officiently dry and healthy. The moft prevalent dif-
tempers are fevers. The 'parilh abounds with mineral
fprings. Thele might be rendered ferviceable in fcorbatic
Vor.lV, H and
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58 Statiftical Account

and fcrophulous difeafes; but they are rarely apphed ty
for relief.  The tendency which the Jands have in general
to minerals, operates to their difadvantage; being inimical to
vegetation, and quickly confuming manure of every kind.
There is a2 lake of confiderable extcnt, the lake of Skene,
about a meafured mile in length, and {omething more
than 3-jths in breadth. It 1s vifited, efpecially in winter,
by duck, geefe, and occafionally by fwans; pike and eel
in great abundance, and of confiderable fize are found 1n 1t.
The pike is good, I believe, at all feafons, it can be caught.
‘The ecl 15 in greateft perfection towards the end of bep-
tumber, and beginning of O&ober, when it quits 1ts fum-
mer-quarters, and proceeds down the burn which flows
from the loch. A canal from the lake to Aberdeen, fit
for navigating boats of an ordinary fize, has been projetted.
The fcheme is certainly practicable, and would, if carried
into execution, be of confiderable advantage to this parnih,
and the country sround it. A cut of about ¥6 meafured
miles in length, through a country {ufliciently flat for the pur-
pofe, is all that would be required, without, I fhould think,
the aid of almofl 2 fingle lock. But the country mult be far-
ther advanced in cultivation, belme fuch 2 {cheme, I fuf-
pedt, can or will be attempted The hills are in general
green and rocky. Moorftone and granite are to be found

in abundance, and are ufed in building.

Papulation.—~~The population dees not appear to be ma-
terially ditffcrent from what it was 10 or 20 years ago.
That it 15 on the increafe, manifeflly appears from the re-
gitters of marriages and baptizms, which have been accurate-
Iy enough kept. The population, according to Dr Web-
iter, was 125%. About the 1557, 1it was 13c6. In 1787,
it was 1266, The amount at prefent, is 1233, of which

542 are males, and 661 females. There are no towns nor
villages
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*.;iliagea in the parith. The annnal average of births from
1740 to 1750, was 39; from 1960 to 1770, 30; from
14782 to 1790, 19. The annual average of deaths from
1460 to 1790, 32 ; from 1580 to 1790, 25. The annual
average of marriages from 1760 to 1770, 15; from 1780
to 1590, 9. The rule for afcertaining the population of
any parilh or diiln&, (vi=. by maltiplying the number of
births by 26, and the number of deaths by 35), doe: not
appear to be at all accurate ; nor has it nearly anfivercd 1n
any inftance that I have heard of, where it has been tried.
The number of fouls under 1o years of age, amounts to
235 ; from 10 to 20, is 274 ; from 20 to 50, is 460 ; from
52 to 40,15 158 ; above 70, and below 1290, 1s 126, There
were formerly 51 farms, or rather ploughs, in the parifh.
The number is now diminithed. A farmer’s family, at an
average, may confift of from 6 to 9 perfons. There are 2
or 3 merchants, and 14 or 15 tradefmen. A very confi-

derable proportion of the prefent inhabitants of the parifh

are natives of other parifhes. The whole parith is of the

Eitablifhed Church, except 1 Seceder, and ¢ Roman Cathio-
lics, The proportion of the annual births to the whele popu-
lation is nearly as 1 to 65 ; of the annual maariages to the
whole population as 1 to 139 ; of the annual deaths to the
whole population nearly as 1 to g9. At an aveage,
each marriage may be faid to produce from 4 to 6 child-

ren,

Produltions Adgricultyre, 5c,—On the lands belonging to
Skene only have trees been hitherto raifed. No plantations
have till of late been made, and even that to no great extent,
nor improvements indeed of any kind, owing to invincible
obflructions. Confidering the great quantity of wafte land
in the parifh, fit only for bearing trees, the negleét of culti-

Vating them is much to be regretted. Trees of all kinds
Iz tend
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tend greatly to beautify a country, and prove ultimately
highly ufeful and protitable. Afh, plane, pine, common
fir, willow, larix, are the kinds of trees which are princi-
pally produced. The larixis only of late introduced ; and
it {feems to thrive better, and advance fafter than any other
tree. It is attended with this fingular advantage too, that
it thrives almoft in any foil, and in any fituation. Horles,
black cattle, and fheep, are the animals which the parifh
produces. The number of cattle amounts to 1185 ; of fheep
to 1225; of horfes, to 199. The numberof acresmay pofiibly
be, at an average, above 8oce: Of thefe, about 2300 are cal-
led infield; about 3056 outfield; about 1640 pafture-ground;
534 mofs, and azbout §20 moor-ground. The greater part
of the arable ground is employed in raifing oats and bear.
A middling farm will fow about 36 or 40 bolls of oats,
and from 4 to 6 bolls of bear. Wheat, rye, hemp, flax,
are not cultivated in this corner. About 64 acres only
are employed in raifing turnip and potatoes. The artifi-
cial graffes occupy about 490 acres. The parifh for the
moft part fupplies itfelf with articles of provifion, and
rarely 1mports or exports, Oats in general are fown
towards the middlec and end of April, and reaped
in Oétober. Bear is fown about the beginning of May,
and reaped in general in September. Turnip are fown to-
wards the end of June. About 135 or 140 acres are em-
ployed in raifing foreft-trees. The valued rent of the pa-
rith is L.23500 ;16 : 8 Scots. — The neighbourhood of
Aberdan i1s advantageous to the parifh, where it finds a
ready market for every article of preduce; and has but a
moderate diftance to carry lime, &c. in return, for manu.
ring 1te fields.  Among its difadvantages, are to be num-

bered its difficulty of improvement, (being in general full
of
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of both rocks and flones, and a confiderable part of it wet
and fpongy), the imall progrefs which agriculture hath hi-
therto made, and I may add the quantity of mofs in the pa-
rith. The laft affertion may appear paradoxical. It is ne-
verthelefs true : For till the lands belonging to the town of
Aberdeen were feued, the greater number of the lubtenants,
and many even of the tenants upen thele lands, employed
a great part of their time in digging and driving peat to
Aberdeen, to the almoft total negleét of the caoltivation of
their fields, without deriving in return any proportionable

compeniation.

Stipend, Church, Poor, Wfec.—The ftipend, includ-
ing the glebe, 15 from L. 50 to L. 80 '.:i-:n::rli.ng. Mr Skene
of Skene is patron.  When the church was built nobody
knows. Itis very old, and has not been repaired for a
long time paft. The manfe was built in the year £779.
There are 4 heritors in the pari/h, two of whom only re-
fide, and one of thefe but occafionally. The number of
poor receiving alms 1s at prefent 24. The annual amount
of the contributions for their relief 15 abeout L. rx, 1os.
Sterling. The produce of legacies is L. 6, 10 s. Sterling,

Weares, FucZ, 87e.~The wages of a day-labourer, in hul.
bandry and eother work, are from Bd. to 1s.; a car-
penter’s from 15 to 1s. 2d.; a mafon’s about 15 6d.;
a taylor's about Bd. or ¢9d.; a fmith’s about xs. xd. or 1s.
2d. The only fuel ufed in the parifh is peat ; The mol-
fes in this country, in general, are full of the reots of
trees ; an evident proof, that it has been formerly much
more covered with wood than it i1s at prefent, The

trees commonly found in our mofles are oak, aller, elm, ba-
ve]
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zel and common fir; the oak predominates. The ufual
wages of male-fervants are from L. 4 to L. 6 a-year, and
of female-fervants from L. 2 to L. 3 Sterling. The kind
of plough, generally made ufe of, is the common Scotch
piough. There are 140 carts; only 1 chaife.

Antiguities~—~Befides 2 Druidical temples, pretty en-
tire, and 2 number of barrows or tumuli, there are;
on a moor covered with barrows, about an Englith
mile 5. of the church, evident traces of an encampment ;
near which is a very large colleftion of ftones or a cairn.
About 3-4ths of a mile IN. E. of the church, on the top of
a hill, are the remains of a wall, which appear to have
been formerly reforted to as a place of ftrength.

Mifeellaneous Qbfervations.—The Ipirit for indufiry feems
at laft to be roufing. Improvements of every kind are
progreflive in their nature, and require time and enconrage-
ment to bring them to any degree of perfeftion. They
are on their progrefs northward; and he who fhall ac-
celerate it, well deferves to be accounted by his country a
public benefaflor, The {tate of the roads 1s only tolerable;
there are no turnpikes, and the opinion of the country
feems, in general, to be againft them. Several bridges,
that were very much wanted, have been crecéted. In-
clofing of land is going on faft ; the rent of inficld land, in
general, may, at an average, be 14s. or 16s. the acre;
outfield about 2s. 6d. pafture 6d. The rent of a mid-
dling farm may be, at an average, from L. 25 to L. 30
Sterling. The number of farms in the parith is diminith-
ing. The improvements carrying on by one heritor, and

the feuing, of late, of the lands belonging to the town of
Abcrdeen,
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Aberdeen, may be affigned as the caufe; by which laft, 31
ploughs have been reduced to 14 ; but the rents have con.
fiderably encreafed, and a {pirit of improvement has been
excited. The fituation of the parith in 1982 and 1783
was, as I have been informed, very wretched; and had
not the peace, at that critical period, taken place, 2 fa-
mine, it is believed, mufl, in this country in general, have
inevitably enfued. The peafe, which had been bought up
for the ufe of the fleet, were imported in great quantities
into Scotland; and this fupply, along with the laudable ex-
ertions of communities and individuals, proved, under Pro-

vidence, the means of faving the country.
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