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NUMBER XV.

OLD KILPATRICK,

(COUNTY OF DUMBARTON.)

By tbe Rev. Mr Jonw Davinsox,
Minifler of the Partfh.

Origin af the Name.

Ik or KiL-PATRICK takes its name from St Patrick,

the tutelar faint of Ireland, wheo, tradition fays, was
anative of the parith. There are many circumflances fa-
vouring this tradition ; though Mr O‘Halloran, an Irifh
writer, fuppofes that he was rather a native of Wales. In
2 burying place in the church yard, there is a flone of
great antiquity, with a figure faid to be that of S5t Patrick
upon it; and fome go fo far as to affert, that he was bu-
ried under it. In the river Clyde, oppofite to the church,
there is a large flone or rock, vifible at low water, called
ot Patrick’s flone ; and Pennant fays, ¢ Ireland will fcarce
“forgive me if I am filent about the birth-place of its tu-
“telar faint, He firft drew breath at Kirkpatrick, and
"derived his name from his father, a noble Roman, (a
" Patrician), who fled hither in the time of perfecution .7

Sienation,
* Pennant’s Teur, Vol 1. p. 160. sth edit.
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230 Statiftical Account

Situation, Extent, Soil, t¥c.~The parith is beautifully
fituated upon the river Clyde, in the Pretbytery of Dum.
barton, and Synod of Glaigow and Ayr. The church ftands
near the turnpike road, 10 miles below Glafgow. Before
the disjunétion of New Kilpatrick, the parith was of great
extent. It is ftill, however, larger than the ordinary fize
of parifthes in this part of the country, being about 8 miles
Jong, and, in fome places, from 3 to 4 miles broad. The
foil of the arable part of the parifth is generally thin, fan-
dy, or gravellifh; but it 15 in fome places clay, and ine-
thers clay with a till bottom. The furface of the low
part of the diftri&t, towards Clyde, 1s rather plain and le
wel; the north part 15 hilly and mountsinous, and in many
places covered with heath and wood,

Rivers, Hillr and Profpefis.—The principal river 15 the
Clyde, and it is the boundary of the parith upon the fouth.
Tt abounds with falmon, (melts and trouts, which are
caught in great plenty ; and herrings have been taken,
| high up the river as Lord Sempill’s houfe, about a mile
above the church. ‘There are feveral fmaller rivulets,
which, as will be afterwards fhown, have added very
much, by the number of works erefted upon them, both
to the wealth and population of the parith. From the
hills above the church, which are continuations of the
Crrampians, and from one in particular, called Dumbucks,
there are excellent diftant views, terminated on the one
hand by the lofty mountains of Acrran, with their heads
fometimes above the clouds, and on the other, by the
foaring top of Benlomond. From the Chapel hill, the
property of the family of Blantyre, and from Dalnotter
hill, the property of the Lord Prefident, both fituated up-
on -the turnpike road from Glafgow to Dumbarton, with-
in half a2 mile of the church, the obferver is delightcd

with the variety of the fcenery, and richnefs of the pro-
fpedt,
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fpet. The banks of fo fine a river as the Clyde, the
firiking figure of Dumbarton caftle, the wonderful divi-
fion in the ridge of mountains above Bouling Bay, and the
numerous woods,—all unite in rendering this profpeét per-
haps one of the beft in Scotland. Mr Farrington, Royal
Academician of London, fome years ago was employed to
take different views upon the rivers Forth and Clyde. He
i3 a man of eminence in his profeflion, and the view from
Duinotter hill is fuppofed by many to be the beft of the
colledtion.

Climate and Difeafes.~—The climate is mild and temperate,
though, as 1s the cafe upon all the welt coaft of Ecutland,
very rainy at fome feafons of ;the year. No epidemical
difeafe, however, prevails among the inhabitants. They
arg generally healthy, and though inftances of extreme lon-
gevity cannot be preduced, yet 2 man of the name of Ia-
niel Montgomery, belonging to the parifh, died within
thefe 2 years at the well authenticated age of ¢3; and du-
ring the incumbency of the prefent minifter, he has known
many perfons of both fexes live to the age of 85.

Proprietors and Rents——There are about 33 heritors,
great and fmall, 1n the parifh, the principal of whom are
Lord Blantyre, the Lord Prefident, Sir Archibald Edmon-
ftone, Mr Hamilton of Barns, Mr Buchanan of Auchintor-
ly, Mr Stirling of Law, Mifs Buchanan of Auchintofhan,
and Mr Dreghorn of Ruchill. The valued rent of the parifh
BL.4441:123: 8 Scotch. The real rent is about L. 5000
Sterling.  Almoft all the arable lands in the parifh are in-
clofed and fubdivided. The average rent of arable land, in
e low part of the parifh, is from 205, to 30 5. per acre.

Luitivation,

& The University of Edinbarrgh
The University of Glasgow



232 Statiftical Account

Cultivation.—When the prefent incumbent became mi.
nifter of the parifh in the 1445, the ftate of agriculture was
moft wretched. The rent of arable land, even in the low
part of the parifh, at an average, did not exceed from 2s
6d. to 7s. 6d. an acre. The diftin@tion of outfield and
infield, or croft land, univerfally prevailed. There
were few or no inclofures, and the tenants were miferably
accommodated with houfes. The croft land, though every
year ploughed, producedlittle crop. There were no cartsin
the parith. The difference is now wonderful. In few
parts of the country are the farmers in a more proiperous
{ituation, the rents better paid, or the beft mode of cultiva-
ting the foil better underftood. In general, the tenants ob-
ferve firi@ly the following method : They never have above
a third of their farm in tillage at 2 time. They take but
two crops of grain and one of hay from that third, and it Is
never broke up again till it remains in paflure grafs 3 or 4
years. To this is to be afcribed the flourifhing flate of the

tenants *. Their grounds being thus treated, and well
dunged

# This change tock place abeut 20 years ago. The example was {et

by fome of the principal heritors, who were at great pains and expence f0

istroduce it, and it is now becoming general cver the pasifh. The method
purfued “with fo mmch effect by the heritors, was ertiior to fummer-fallow
and improve their ¢ftates themielves, and then lel then ont in leafe;
where they were fo large as pot to admit of this, tv let out the parts

which they had not fummer-fallowed, allowing the tenant a dedudtion of
ull the whale

0T,

a year’s rent for each inclofure he thould fummer-fallow, !
farm was once gone over, at the average rent of the faim per acre, provi
ded he gave the inclofine 4 picughings, and as many harrowings lasd on

rudges

a certain quantity of manure, and made and formed new ftreight

By theie means, the tenants were induced to alter
new I:.'D'l:l-rﬁ:r

*i'hcy’ hring
and they cart

of a proper breadth.

their fourer {yftem of cultivation, and they continue in the

the benefcial confequences of which are abundantly felt.

dung fion Port-Glafgow and Greenock by water cairiage,

their lime froin a lime-woik nea' the eait boundary of the parifh hT::?;
e fo

generally ufe two horfe ploughs, though, in fome places, where ! .
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dunged and limed, produce excellent crops, and their pa-
flure grals is remarkably rich and nourifhing. The di-
ftinftion of outfield and inficld is totally fuppreffed. Carts
are univerfally ufed. Convenient and centrical farm hou-
fes are built upon almolt every farm, many of them flated.

Produce and Caitle.~-The crops raifed are corn, bear,
barley, wheat, peafe and potatoes ; and there are ready mar-
kets for all thefe, either at the different villages and works
in the parifh, or at Glafgow. The horfes and black cattle
in this diftri& are of the beft kinds. Several of the tenants
rear them. On the grounds of the upper part of the parifh,
great numbers of cattle and fheep are paftured. “The hills
of Cockney always produce remarkably fat cattle and fheep.
Better feldom appear in the Glafgow or Paifley markets.

Manufaétures.~-"This parith, from its local advantages, (ha-
ving a great many falls of water, iffuing from the high
grounds,) from its good roads, and its vicinity to Glafgow,
15 full of different manufaflories, all of which are in a thri-
ving fitnation, and employ at high wages a very great |
mumber of people *. To give the reader an idea of the num-

Vor. V. G g ber

'il-'r cizy, 3 and 4 horfes are thought neceffary. As all perfonal fervices are
yutly confidered as deftruétive, they have been neceflaiily abolithed in a
Part of the country where agriculture has arrived to fo high & pitch of
Perfetion, Thirlage, bowever, and mill fervices, il remain. Bue
thefe, it is hoped, will foon =lfo be fuppreffed. Even ftature.labour,
Eowm in almoft every county in Scotland, is here converted into money,

. .- The prices of labour and provifions, in this and in all the parithes ad.
Ioining ¢ G]ui‘gnw, are regulated in & great meafure by Glafgow. As
thefe have been detailed by fome of the clergy in the neighbourhood, it
h‘hﬂ'-lght unneceflary to repedt the pasticulars here.  En general, it may
:‘:«'I he obizrved, that they bear a proportion to gne anothes, and that all

ks and degrees of perfons in the parith are ncw much more weaithy,

:i"i ina much mare prefpeicus fituation, 1 every refpedt, than their nnce-
on,
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234 Statiftical Account

ber and the kind of manufaftories, a it of them 15 [ubjoin-
ed.

Two printfields of great extent, having 595 perfons be-
longing to the works; but as 280 of thefe do not re-
fide in the parifh, they are not cemprehended in the

number of inhabitants after mentioned ;

Number of perfons employed, - - 503
One bleachfield, which employs - 50
One paper manufallory employs, - 84
One {mith and iron manufa&ory employs - 273

One woollen manufaltory, (and which was the firft
of the kind in Scotland,) employs - 32t
Tortal number of perfons employed, . 1323
Deduét for non-refidenters, - - 280
- 1043

Total refidenters employed, -
One of the printfields pays a weekly daty of near L. 20
Sterling to Government, and is fuppofed to be the fuurth_
or fifth largeft in Scotland, The works and m achinery of
the wool mill aie complete for making and finifhing 1029
yards of cloth a-day, which requires 1200 Ib. of wool.

Roads and Bridges.—~-Thirty years ago there were no Fﬂf:
{able roads for carriages in the parith, owing to the want ol
bridges, for, in floods, the rivulets were unfordable. Even th‘f’
great road from Glafgow to Dumbarton, which commun
cates with the Weft Highlands, was at times in the like fitpa-
tion. About 20 years ago, the Duke of Argyle, Lord Frede-
rick Campbell, and Sir Archibald Edmonitone, in the rﬂ_ﬂ&
patriotic manner, undertook to make the part of the h;ghﬂ
road, from the Eaft confines of the parilh, to the town o
mebﬁrtnn, a firetch of 8 miles, and to take their chance?

the tolls for indemnification, which, at the time, was ®
very
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very uncertain fecurity. The road was accordingly foon
made in the completeft manner; and thele gentlemen have
now the fatisfaftion of having conferred alafling advantage
on the country; while, from the increale of the manu-
fitures of Glafgow, and the number of travellers, the turn-
pike duties have repaid their advance of money. As thefe du-
ties are now perfetly fufficient to fupport the road,independ-
ent of the flatute money, the latter is applied ro theother
roads in the parith, which, owing to the good management
of a refiding heritor, who takes charge of the application,
are all likewife in goed order. “The ftatute money of the
parith amounts to L.63 : 6 : 8 Sterling yearly, and i3 upon
the inereafe. Tt is raifed by an allefTment of 18 s. Sterling
apon each L. 1co Scotch of valued rent, and of 2 5. Stailing
upon eich houfeholder. Good roads fhould be the firft ob-
ject of improvement in every country. It is to their betug
fo good in this parifh, that a great part of its profpernity
may be afcribed.

Ferry—The ferry of Frikine, almoft oppofite to the
church, is the communication for foot ;mﬁ'm;;?._t.b, horfes,
and carriages, acrofs the river in this part of the country.
The quays have lately been removed to more proper firua-
tions, and it is now a very convenient and ufeful ferry.

Chureh,—The church is a very ancient building, and was
formerly a branch of the abbacy of Pailfley., The flipend
15 89 bolls 2 firlots 1 peck 2 lippies of meal, and L. 43,
138. 4d. Sterling of money, inclading L. 4 : 3 : 4 Sterling
"for furnithing communion elements. The manfe is plea-
fant and commeodious ; and, fince an exchange with the fa.
mily of Blantyre, who very liberally made a confiderable
addition to the glebe, it is now a very good one, con fitting

of
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of g acres of excellent arable land. Lord Blantyre is pa.
tron.

Population—TFrom an accurate account taken in fummer
1792, the number of fouls, including thofe employed at the
public works, but exclufive of the 280 non-refident perfons,
are,

Males above 8 ycars of age, = . 961
Males below 8 years of age, - - 26
Females above 8 years of age, - 933
Females below 8 years of age, - 203

_—

In whole, 2452
In Dr Webfler's report in 1%55, this parilh 1s
faid to have contained 125 1 {ouls, - 1281

i ——

Increafe, 1171
This important increafe of inhabitants is, in a great mea-
fure to be attributed to the number of works carried on
in the parifh, and the great influx of people which they heve
occafioned ; forthe number of inhabitants, independent of
the works, has not increafed in a great degree, the number
now being only 1409 fouls, whereas, in 17535, there were
1281 ; an increafe of only 128.

Pocr.~The poor in the parifh are few, confidering the
number of inhabitants, and even thefe confift of old or difea-
fed people who are unable to work ; for it has been obfer-
ved, that none but the truly neceflitous ever defire to re-
ceive public charity. In this part of the country, the peo-
ple have a proper pride, and are naturally averle at coming
(as they call it) wpon tbe poor’s box. There have nevelh
therefore. been any affeflments for the poor. They 3r¢

fupplied out of the collections at the church door, and from
the
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the ftock of the poor’s fund ; but, owing to the few refiding
heritors in the parifh, and a degree of fanaticiim among
fome of the lower fort of people, which takes them to other
meetings than the Eftablifhed Chureh, the colleftion at the
church door is lefs now than formerly, zand it 15 to be feared
that an affeflment may foon be neceffary, which, wherever
it takes place, is attended with many pernicious confe-
quences *.

Mineralt.—In feveral parts of the parifh, there are coal
and lime pits which have been wrought, and at prefent
there is one coal work going. Freeftone in great quanti-
ties is to be found in many places, fome of it of an excel-
lent quality for building. The ftones ufed in building the
fea-locks at Bowling Bay, and many of the bridges upon
the weft end of the canal, were taken from the eftate of
Mifs Buchanan of Auchintofhan, and are confidered to be
of the beit kind of frecftone.

Antiquities.~~The Roman wall, (or, as itis commonly
ealled, Grabam's dike, from a tradition, that a Scettifh
warrior of that name firft broke over it,) between the
Forth and Clyde, which was firft marked cut by Agricola,
and completed by Antoninus Pius, and which terminated

at

* Under this article, the minifter is happy in having an opportunity of
duing jultice to the proprietors of the numercus works. While they have
nlded, in & great degree, to the wealth and population of the parith, he
tan fafely fay, that in no inCtance have they increaled the number of poor.
Their ponr are unifer.nly fupported from funds eftablithed among thema
felves At feveral of the works, weekly colleftions are made by the wark-
men, which are sccumulated into a capital, and, by the judicivus ma.
mlﬁfmtnf of the proprictors, they are thereby enabled, not only to main-
tain their poor, but aifo te employ furgesns and fchoolmatters for the be.
nefit of the workmen and their families ;—a line of condudt highly proper,

::g meiitarious, and well worthy the imitation of every mafter manu-
urer, '
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at Dunglafs *, is flill difcernible in many parts of the pa-
rith ; as are alfo feveral Roman camps in the neighbourhood
of it, particularly one upon a hill at Duntocher +.—At
Sandyford, near the village of Kilpatrick, before the road
was repaired, and before a bridge for horfes and carriages
was built over the burn there, a large ftone, {uppofed to have
been an obelifk, intended te commemorate fome remarkable
event, had been taken from near the Roman wall, where,
it is faid, it had ftood, and was ufed by the country people

as a bridge for foot paffengers. It is now in the pofleffion
of

* Dunglalt was once a fite of the Romans, and, in Oliver Cromwelly
time, a caltle and a place of fome {lrength, bat was blown up by the tres-

on artlysiman . chery of an Englith boy, “Fhe ruins of fome of the buildings are fLill to

be feen. It was formerly the pruperty of the Colquhouns of Lufs, who
Sikewifc enjoyed the whole traft of country from that.to Dambarton, and
it at prefent retains their name, being calied the Barony of Colgquhoun.
This caille, however, and the barony have, for many years, been in the
pofleffion of Sir Archibald Edmonftone's family, and his vaffais. But
though the family of Luls have now ne property in the parifh, they have
ftill very large eftates in the county. The maflicre of the Calquhouns by
the Macgregon in 1602, is an inttance, among many, of the barbarous ftate
of this country at that time, and occafioned afls of Parliament prohibiting
any perfon from uling the name of Macgregor. Thefe adls are now very

properly repesled.

+ In 1975, a country man 1o digging a trench upon the declivity of
this hill, turned up feversl very uncommon tyles. The tyles nic of 4 def-
ferent fizes, the fmallef being 7 inches, and the largeft 21 inches fquare.
They are from 2 to 3 inches in thicknefs, of a reddith colour, and in a con-
dition perfeftly (ound. The leffer ones compefed feveral rows of piliars,
which formed a labyrinth of pallages of about 18 inches fguare, and the
larger tyles being laid over the whole, formed a floor ; above which, when
it was difcovered, there lay about two fect deep of carth. The buoilding
was furrounded by a wall of hewn flone. Various conjedtures have been
made with regard to the nature of thefe remains of antiguity. The moft
probable is, that it was ufed as a fudorium, or hot bath, for the uie of the
neighbouring garrifon. Mear this, thereis a Roman bridge, ever the
Duntocher burn ; which, though it has been often repaired, ffill retaing
firong marks of antiguity,
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.of Mr Donald of Mountblow, and refembles the ancient
obelifks near Brechin, called the Dapifh ftones of Aber-
lemno.

Charaéter—The people of this parilh may be faid to
anfwer the general charatter of the Scotch, for they are fo-
ber, honeft, and induitrious. The demand for workmen
and artificers is fo great, that there 1s not an 1dle perfon to
be {een. At the wool mill and printfields, great numbers
of young perfons are conflantly employed, many of them
below 8 years of age, who earn from 4d. to 8d, a-day.
And, as there are fchoolmalfters in the vicinity of all thefe
works, the youth, when not engaged at their employments,
go to fchool. In this way their bufinefs and education are
united, while their morals are not endangered by idlenel.
~~All the young people of the parifk drefs well. The men
wear hats and coats of Englifh cloth. The young women
put on fillk and calico gowns, and black caps and cloaks.
They meet together occafionally, and make merry., Their
chief amufement is dancing, and upon thele occafions there
is 2 pleafing cheerfulnefs and innocence among them.

Mifeellancous Obfervations.—Inoculation is now generally
praftifed in the parifh, which is a happy circumfitance, both
on account of the population, and the difference it occafions
in the look of the peaple. The praétice is not, however,
of above 30 years ftanding. The minifter was among the
firt who began it. He tried it with fuccels in his own fa-
mily sbout the year 1761-2, fince which the cuftom has
gradually crept in, and is now univerfal. An inflance of
the proper and rational condu@ of a tenant in the parifh,
towards his family, may be here mentioned. He has had
13 children, and he inoculated every one of them. The

txtenfign of the great canal to Bowling Bay, where it joins
the
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the Clyde, muft be attended with very advantageous con.
fequences to the nation. The number of veflels that fail
upon it, loaded with all kinds of merchandife, and fome of
them from fea to {ea, is daily increafing.—The hiftory of
the Bargarran witches, in the neighhnuring parifh of Er-
{kine, is ‘well known to the curious. That this parifh, in the
dark ages, partook of the fame frenzy, and that innocent per.
fons were facrificed at the fhrine of cruelty, bigotry, and
{fuperflition, cannot be concealed. As late as the end of the
lait century, a woman was burnt for witcheraft at Sandy-
ford, near the viilage; and the bones of the unfortunate vic-
tim were lately found at the place. While we review
with pity and regret, the deplorable fituation of human na-
ture at that time, we feel a fenfible pleafure in contempla-
ting the change that has already taken place, which is in-
deed highly increafed, by indulging the fond hope, that the
period is faft approaching, when all kinds of {uperftition and
bigotry, will for ever be banithed, from the face of the earth.

N U M.
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