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NUMBER XXX.

PARISH or CRUDEN,
(coUNTY OF ABERDEEN.)

By the Reu. Mr ArExannier Coch.

Origin of the Name.

(‘RUnEw, or CRUDANE, as it is fpelled in old records,
4 takes its rife from the famous battle, which was
fought in the beginninj of the 11th century, between Mal-
colm 1I. and Canute, the fon of Sueno, who was after-
wards King of England, Denmark, Norway, and part
of Sweden. The armies met about a mile to the welt of
Slains caftle, the family feat of the Earl of Errol, upona
plain in the bottom of the bay of Ardendraught *, near
which the Danes then had a caftle, the ruins of which are
fill to be feen. The Scots had the victory. The night
lucceeding the battle, both parties lay at a {fmall diftance

' from

* A confideiable portion of the Earl of Egrol's eftate is called the

barony of Ardendraught, a name which is faid to fgufy the O/ Daniff
Roady,
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from each other, and the next day prefented fuch a view
of the field, as turned their thoughts from war to peace.
The conditions were foon drawn up and agreed upon *.

Malcolm and Canute {wore to the obfervation of the ar.
ticles, and faithfully performed their refpeétive obliga-
tions. Canute, with all his countrymen, left Scotland;
and Malcolm not only caufed the dead bodies of the Danes
to be interred with honour and decency, but alfo com.
manded a chapel to be built upon the {pot, which, to per-
petuate the memory of the event, he dedicated to Olaus,
the tutelar faint or patron, both of Denmark and Nor-
way +. The village, near which the chapel was built,

Was

* The ternms congluded on wele,

f. That the Danes and Norwegians (hould withdraw their peifons and
effeéts from Scotland, and within a lhimited time evacuate thofe places
which they held in Durray and Buchan.

2. That during the Lives of both Kings, Malcolm and Sueno, neither
of the nations fhould attempt any heftility aganit the other, nor be al-
fitting to tuch as fhould.

5. That the field of battle thould be confecrated, after the rites then m
ufe, and made a cemetery, or burying place for the dead.

4. That in it the Danes, as well as the Scots, thould be decently and
hounourably intened.

M

{ No veftige of this chapel is now to he feen, but the place is well

known ; and, as the ground about it is fandy, the bones can be dug up
in feveral places. None of the houfes of the village now remain. But
fome of the hearth ftones, with afhies upon them, wete dug up fome tme
ago, in cafting a ditch for an inclofure. In the prefent church-yads
which is about a mile te the weftward of the place, wheie the old chutch
weis, there is a black marble grave ftone, faid to have been fent ovti Ly

the Danuh King, to be laid upon fome of his officers, who were flain :1
the
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was called Croju-Dane, or Cruden, which hignifies, il the
Dane ; and there is a tradition, that during the confufion
of the baule, the Danith military cheft was hid near that
place, but it has never yet been found.

Exeent, Sitnation, Surfuce and Soil—The parith is a
very regular compaét field, extending about 8 or ¢ miles
ulohg the Britith Ocean towards the fouth, nd about 7 or
8 miles into the land weltward, It is fituated in chat di-
vifion of Aberdeenihire, called Buchan, in the pretoytery
of Ellon, and Synod of Aberdeen. The foil is various.
A large portion of it is deep rich clay, which, with very
little exception, extends along the coult tiil within a litdle
of the caftern extremity, which is the only ftroay niece of
ground in the parifh. All the refl of it, except the moffes
and a few banks, could ealily be made a1 :ble. Towards
the W. and N. the ground in general is light and gravel-
ly, or black and mofly. There is very httle Ioam in the
parith, but fome excellent ficlds of yellow foil, upen a clay
bottom. There is an immenfe quantity of peat mofs,
which extends all along the march to the N. There are
alfo patches of maols in other places, and a pretry large
portion of the mofs of Loch Lundie, on the i.de next to

Slains,

Villages.—~There are 4 villages or {ea towns, altogether
occupied by {ea faring people, and confequenu y fitnated a-
lnng the coaft, viz. Leng-baven, Bu ler’s Buchan, Ward and
Whinnyfold. None of them are very populous, having

Vor. V. 31 Leen

the hattle, There iz no infeription upon it.  But the incumbent, apon
enquiring into the meaning of 4 groove in the middle of the ftone, was
told, there had been a plate of copper, inferted ato i, with fmnse in-
ﬁ-‘l.'illnun. The different 11’.1L-:1t swhere the dead have been buried, do yet
frongly mark the field of battle
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been much negleéted of late. The whole only employ 8§
boats, with 6 men and a boy to cach boat when fully
manned ; but at prefent, few of them have their full com-
plement of men, and {fome are laid up. It appears very
probable, that a tolerable harbour could be made out at
Ward., It is the eallern boundary of the bay of Arden-
draught, which extends ubout two miles along the coaft,
with a beach of fine fand, and a pretty large ficld of
bent at the back of it.  If a fmall brock, which pafles a-
long the 5. cnd of the LKarl of Ernols gardens, were in-
troduced mto the fea, at the end of the beach next the
Ward, there is every reafon to believe, that a very fofe
landing place could be made for boats or larger veflels, and
perhaps 1t might be the means of forming a very valuable
{falmon fifhing.

Climate and Dijeafes, ¥e.—The climate s various, The
L. end of the parifh 15 often involved in fog, when there
And wm warm weather, the fog will
fometimes extend, from a quarter, to a half or even a
whole mile, over the land, next the ocean, when ull the reft
of the parith, except a little at the E, end, will be quite
clear, at lealt from about 8 or g o'clock in the morning, to
g3 or 4 in the evening, when the fog becomes general,
Some parts of the pariflh have their crops as early, and others
Lpidemical difeales

15 mone in the W,

as late as any where in the county.
fometimes prevail, yet the place, upon the whole, cannot
be fuid to be unhealthy., One wman died in the end of laft
year, In the 101ft year of his age; another a few years
ago, in the gyth, and fiverals abeve go. There are fome
now living above 8¢, and even ge.  Dince 1488, epide-
micul dileafes have prevailed much, and been terribly fa-
tal. The mulignaut fore throat, and putrid {ever, fucceed-

ed one another, and, notwithftanding every warning, were
much
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much fpread, by the imprudence of thofe, who went to vi-
fit the fick. One circumflance is worth taking notice of,
namely, that of all thole, who attended the Zase wake * of
a Pﬁl‘fﬂn, who died of the putrif.! fever, not one ::ilcapcd.
catching the infeétion. The praltice of inoculating for
the fmall-pox 15 become pretty general, and few lives are
loft by that diftemper. Rheumatic and confumptive com-

plaints are moft prevalent,

Waters—There are no rivers, properly fpeaking, in the
parilh, but two or three very good ftreams of water. One
of them drives 8 mills. There are two chalybeate fprings.
One at the foot of the rocks at Buller's Buchan, [id to be
full as ﬂrcmg a mineral as thar of Peterhead ; the ather
upon the top of the rock befide Dunbuy, over which the
izte Earl of Eirel built a houfe. This is a very flrong
mineral water, though weaker than that of Peterhead,

Natural Curiofitics, 8 e.—The Pot of Buller's Buchan is {o
well known, that a defeription would be fuperfluous. The
rock of Dunbuy, to which the migratory birds refort, and
in which there is one of the moft magnificent arches upon
the coafl, is furround:d by the fea, and at no time can be
got at, but by a boat. The Bow of Pitwartlachie, a grand
arch to which the kitty.weaks relort, has a long ravine
near it, of prodigious height, and very narrow, through
which the noife of the waves is fo reverberated, as to re-
femble the found of a multitude of carriages driving furi-
oufly upon a caufeway. There are two very grand arches,
ote above the other, at the E. end of the peninfula of

Slains caftle. There is another near them, high up on a rock,
through

* This is a prafbice common in many paits of Scotlanl, and not yet
exploded hiere, of peeple fitting yp all mght with the dead coips, in the
thamber of the Jeceafed,
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through which the fea dafhes, when the wind blowsftrong from
the E. and which forms a beautiful cafcade, in full view of
the drawing room windows. One rock near thefe, is of the
form of a round tower, and feemingly let upon its bafe,
with a very open joint. A famous antigquary, who faw it
this fummer, is of opinion, that it will not ftand much above
10 or 42 years longer. Of caves, there are a good number,
but none of them very remarkable. There are the remains
of a Druidical temple, upon a rifing ground, about a mile to
the W, of the church. There is an artificial mount, about
a mile to the S, of it, called the Hugh Law, and another
pretty near the Druid’s temple, called the Moat, at the
foot of which a {mall ftone box was plucked out, a few
years ago, by the harrows, when drefling the field befide
it. There was nothing in the box, which was compoled
of {eparate pieces of itone, neatly put together, without
any cenient, and placed in the earth, A little to the E.
of the Moat, 1s the Gallow Hill, where t . graves are fhll
very diftinét, and mark the cff .&s of feudal tyrany.

Agriculture and Manifa&ures.~~Hulbandry can only be
faid to be in its infancy here. There are but few farms
in good order. The fpirit of farming feems, however, to
be {preading abroad, and from the appearances of marl,
which have lately been difcovered, great expeftutions may
be formed. The crops are barley, bear, oats, peafe and
turnips ; with wheat and potatoes, for do.neftic ufe. The
incumbent has feen 13§ acres in one farm, laid out in tur-
nips ; and the general run 1s from about a half, to 7 or B
acres. There is feldom any fallow, till this year, that the
Earl of ¥Xrrol has 20 acres, Much the greater part of
farm work is done by horfes; oxen, however, are em-
ployed in all the different branches of hufbandry. The

farms are of all fizes. From 16 or 20 acres, they rile to
above
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above yoo.—There are three manufaélories of thread car-
ried on to a pretty confiderable extent. And were there
any inland villages, to the inhabitants of which certain
parts of the work could be givén out, thefe manufafltories
would be foon conduéted on a very emlarged fcale.

Population.—The number of inhabitants amounts to
2028. In 1778, the number was az3xz0. Buot the malig-
nant diftempers, which have prevailed fince 1488, account
in fome meafure for the difference, The return to Dr
Webfter in 3755 was 2549. The births, &ec. for the laft

7. years, are as follows ;

Years. Births. Deaths. Marriages.
1786 41 31 16
1787 38 3t 7
1788 36 57 1.4
1789 38 62 13
1790 33 46 10
1791 30 46 17
1792 34 49 17

250 322 04

The year is computed from the lalt day of September.

Rent and Proprietors.—The parilh confifts of 8o ploughs
of land, %o of which belong to the Earl of Errol. The
valued rent of the parith is L. 5314 : 16 : 4 Scotch.
There are in all 5 proprietors, of whom 2 are refident,

Church and Poor.—There are 3 clergymen in the pa-
filh, the minifters of the Eftablifhed Church, of the Eng-
Ufh Epifcopals, and of the Scotch Epifcopals. The num-

ber
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ber of communicants of the Eftablithed Church this yea
was ¥13, and it is {uppofed, that thofe of the other two,
do not, between them, exceed 360. The parifh church
was rebuilt 16 years ago. Amnd, what 1s rather a fingular
circumitance, all the outer walls, which are rough afhler
work, are built out of one flone, upon which hallow fires
formerly ufed to be burnt, and which alfo ferved as 2
land-mark to the fifhers, when at fea, being upon the top
of a gravclly eminence. The Earl of Errol is patron,
The flipend 1s L. 35 : 1x : 1+% in money, 48 bolls of meal,
and 16 bolls of bear ; with a manfe and offices, and 6 acres
of glebe. A procefls of augmentation, by defire of the Earl
of Errol, is going on. His Lordfhip has alfo given orders
for building a new manfe, as the prefent one is very old
and ruinous. This, to be {ure, 15 rather an uncommon ex-
ample, but, at the fame time, worthy of the Lord High
Conflable of Scotland, and the fon of a man, who made the
happinefs of mankind his fludy ; and who pofleffed that
amiable talent, {o rare to be met with,. of fecuring the re-
gard of all who approached him, and fending them away
pleafed with themfelves. The poor’s funds confift of
L. 137 laid out at interefl, the weekly colleftions, and the
penalties. There are about %o people upon the poor’s
roll. The contributions from the two chapels, for their
fupport, are not confiderable.

General Charalfer.—The people are fober and induflri-
ous. Except one fmuggling bufinefs, there has been no
trial, before the Court of Jufticiary, of any one belonging
to the parifh, thefe 14 years. Some time ago fmugghng
was carried on to a great extent, but it is now almolt en-
tirely given up.

Mifeellaneots
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Mifeellancous Olbfirvations~In 1982 and 1983, the pa-
rith fuffered exceedingly by the bad crops, and fome of the
tenants have hardly yet recovered them. At the fame time,
in fome places, the meal was very good and wholefome, and
the parifh, upon the whele, would have been able to have
fipported itfelf. The crops of late years have been ex-
ceedingly good. The parilh is a beautiful field, and a noble
fubjeét for improvement. 1f the fmall brook, formerly
mentioned, could be carried into the fea at Ward, and
s harbour made out, that could receive fmall veflels, which
might lie in fafety at all feafons, (of which there ap-
pears the higheft degree of probability,) a flourihing vil-
lage would be the certain confequence, But if the bottom
of the brook could be deepened, fo as te receive fuch vef-
fels as generally trade upon this coaft, then, a very fine
town would foon be built, and many a veflel faved, which,
m time of danger or diftrefs, durilt not lock at Peterhead,
sznd wonld not be able to reach Aberdeen. Were the
Earl of Errol to employ a {mall fum annually, in carrying
forward fuch improvements as the fituation of the parith
points out, and refolutely to perfift in feeing them judici-
oully executed, he would not only have the glory of im-
proving and beautifying a large traét of country, but the
futisfaftion of being proprietor of one of the fineft pieces of
lroperty, in the North of Scotland,

N U M.
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