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NUMBER XXXV.

PARISH ofF INVERCHAOLAIN,

(COUNTY OF ARGYLE.)

By the Rev. Mr HucH MacTavisn, Minifter.

Name, Situation and Extent.

NvERcHAoOLAIN 15 derived from the Gaelic language,
inver, fignifying fit for crop, or immer, (as it is fome-
times fpelt), fit for tillage, and caolain, or caolambain, 2
fmall water or rivulet. This etymology of Inverchaolain
is very defcriptive of the place, being a plain at the foot of
a rivulet, fit for tillage or cultivation. It is fituated in the
diftri@ of Cowal*, and fhire of Argyll. It is interfected by

an arm of the fea, called Lochitreven, which runs about 8
miles

* It has been humoroufly obferved, fince flocks of fbesp have expelled
the droves of cows, which formerly were kept in this part of the countrYs
that the diftric® fhould be called Sheep-all, inftead of Cow-ail; Lut the
word Cowal is derived from the Gaelic, and not fiom the Englifh.
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miles into the country, the two fides of which, with the
channel that divides the ifland of Bute from this part of
Cowal, prefent a fea-coaft in this parifh of above 3 miles.

Lake, Fifb, Swiface and Soil. —Lockilreven abonnds
with fith, =z, haddocks, whitings, fimall cod, flounders,
feath, and falmon ; and in fome feafons there huve been re-
markable captures of herrings. In the ycars 1789 and
=go, the herrings-caught in Lochfireven, might be valued
at L. 3cco Sterling. The furface of this parifh 13 for the
molft part ragged ; 2 ridge of mountains rifes with a fteep a-
feent all along from the coaft. In fome pl.ces, there are
fmall flat fields nigh the fhore, but for the moft part the a-
{cent trom the fva is immediate 3 and abaut hzaif o mile a-
bove its level, the fotl is thin and findy, more caleulated
for gr;r_ing than [ian;E All the r!!l:m."rt'?.iﬂﬁ., fome }'E:Lt‘!
ago, were covered with heath, but nany ot them now, by
being paftured with fheep, s1e moilly green, and 1t is
hkely, (from the rapid change that hss alreedy tuken place,
In the appearance and value of thefe mountain, in this and
the neighbouring parifhes). that the heath wiil foon be en-
tirely extirpated, and the valve of the ground Ly that
means r:c}nﬁ:'ler:lhi_}' increated.—1It may be prapey Foe to
add, that the extirpation cf heath, and the preduction of
grafs in 1ts room, very much drjerds on a Lioper {yitem
of burning the heath, which ihould always be done n the
month of March or Aprily and if the ground burne, is
kept free from cattle, for 18 months afterwards, the im-
provement is very great indced, many ncew ‘grafles fpring-
ing up, from the enriching quality of the alhes of the
heath, which were never known bhefore. But, if the Jand
8 too foon paftured on, the grafies are weak and tender,
and the theep or cattle pull them up root and all, by which
the pafture is very materially injured.
Vor.V. 3N Agriculture,
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Aericulture, Sheep-grazing, ¢ —Though the lands 1n this
pariih are better calculated for pullure than tillage, yet the
few ficlds along the fea couft, might be turned to much
better account. The people, however, are fo prejudiced
in favour of the ancient mode of farming, that they can
hardly be perfuaded to adopt any other; fo that the f{ume
bad hulbandry, that prevailed in this country ge ycurs ago,
flill obrains. Inflead of a rotatio of crop-, {uited to the
foil, they have, for the moft part, a fucccflion of the fame
crop for two or three yems, "I'he crops, principaliy railed,
are oats, bear and poiatoes.  Adrer the firft break they ge-
nerally fow bear, then two crop. of oats fucceflively.
Sea weed 1s uled as manure for oats, and, where the land
has relted for two or three years, produces good crops.
The giound i> manurcd for bear and potatoes, with the
dung of their bluck cattle, houled in winter ; and though
there 1s imeflone 1in the parifh, the oppreflive duty upon
coals, and the diftance of every other fuel, make the ex-
pence of barning lime fo enormous, that the people cannot
afford to lay it on their land.—-The only perfon in this pa-
rifh, who has paid particular attention {o farming, is James
Lamont, Efy; of Knockdow, a gentleman of confiders-
ble landed property; who, under many difadvantages of
climate and foil, raifes green crops, equal to any in the
weil of Scotland, IHe manures his ground ftrongly, {ome-
tirnes with lime, and at other times with a mixture of
lime and earth, as it fuits his land. His returns of bear
are ifrom 8 to 1o bolls an acre; and of outs from 6 to 8. He
has pradtifed, with fuccefs, what was never known before
in this country, however frequent in the fouthern parts of
Scotland,—the plan of feeding fhcep on turpips mu: ¥
fields. In this manner, the fheep are fattened with little
trouble, the land manured, and the neceffity of fummcT

fallow precluded.—The farmers, in his immediate neigh-
bourhood;
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boirhood, are fo fenfible of his fuperior mode of cultiva-
tion, that they have, (with great advantage to themfelves),
adopted it on a fmall fcale; and it 1s hoped, in due time,
his example will have more goneral influence over all this
country.— Lhere are 40 plonghs in the parith. Some
plow with 2, fome with 3, and fome with 4 horfes. The
average produce of oats, on ground cultivated on the old
plan, is from 3 to 4 bolls per acre ; of bear from 4 to g
The prices of aill our productions, are regulated by the
Greenock market. The produce in grain being fhorr of
the confumption, an annual importation, of about 4o00 bolls
of aat-meal, is neceffary. Some poultry, butter and cheefe

are exported.

Shecp.—~Our mountains, which were of old paftured
with black cattle and horfes, are now covered with fheep,
which has not only made a pleafant change on the furface,
but has alfe encreafed the rents confiderably, and enables
the graziers to live better, and make moeney. There may
be about 14,00¢ fheep in the parith ; the Crawford muir
black-faced (hecp, are the kind that are thought to fuit
belt ; but many of the graziers here, are liberal minded
gentlemen, fond of making experiments, and of im.
proving their breed of {heep. Some of the Cheviot, or
long.faced white fheep, have lately been brought to this
parith. Some of them are paftured in our mountains, and
others on our low ground. Thofe on the mountains feem
to thrive equally well with thofe in the low lands, which
iz a proof of their hardinefs and fitnefs for the climate.
The prices of theep and wool have encreafed of late;
threz-year-old wedders are fold at from 105 to 145,
ewes, (commonly called old or draught ewes), from 6s.
to 8.5 lambs, from 3s. to §s.; wool laid with tar, from

5 5. to 6 5. a flune, (Trone weight, 24 Foglilh ounces to
: the
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the pound}; white, from ¥ 5. to 835, The Society for cx-
tending Fitheries and Improvements, have been the Mens
of improving the fheep of this country confiderably, by
the premiams, which they have been in the ufe of giving,
of L. 14 Sterling, to the perfon who grazed the three beft
parcels of tups, 6 1o each parcel.—This has raifed an e-
mulation among the graziers ; and as the flock of the per-
fon, who gets the premiiams, is cfteemed the beft, he con-
fequently cutains a higher price for his fheep, in addition
to his premivm.  The judges, appointed to determine the
qualities of the tups, picfented for a competition, are at a
lofs, whether to give it in favour of thofe whofe wool is
of the beil quahty, or in favour of the flrongefl and beft
made rams, not kknowing which of thefe points the Society
have principally in vicw ; but they generally determine,
in favour of thofe of the greateft ftrength and beauty, in
preference to thofe who have a greater quantity of wool,
or of fuperiority in quality, but an inferior thape or careafe.
Befides the Jraxy, (a difeafe common to theep of the firft
vear, or hoygs, @ they are commouly called), by which
nearly a fourth ure cut off, there is another difuafe fatal
ta fhecp of ail ages, during the fumwer months, called the
Stwr dy, or dizzinels in the head. The fymptoms of this dif-
cafc arc watery tumours in the fore or back part of the
head ; and the only cure, that has been tried, is cutting a-
way thele tumours, by which {fometimes the apimal’s life
is preferved; though many die immediately after the o-
peration 1s periormed. The caufe of this difeale has never

been afcertained, nor any preventative difcovered.

Black Cattle and Horfes.—The rage for f{heep flocks has
banifhed the praélice of rearing many black cattle 3 though
fome judicious farmers think, a few on the hills, in fum-

mer, along with the fheep, would pafture on thofe grafles
which
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which the iheep do not like, and which are otherwife en-
tirely loft. There may be about 400 cattle in the pas
rith, and 145 horfes. Aged black cattle are {old at from
L. g to L. 5§ Sterling ; horfles, from L. 1o to L. 12.

,#m‘.:'gm'u'f.r.—ﬂt the 8. E. extremity of this parifh, upon
a furm called Ardein, there ftands an artificial Iill, on which
the ancient judyges of the country held thcir courts, and ad-
miniitered juftice. On adry heatts, neur the thore of the
fame farm, and alfo at Achavuillin in that neighbourbood,
there are many velliges ot graves, fome murked by cairns
of ftones, others by a {ingle ftone at each grave. A few of
them were opened, and found to contain human bones,—It
is probable, that all thefe, either buried under the cairns, or
whofe graves are marked, by the more fimple monument of
a fingle {tone at each grave, were men either of rank and fi-
gure, or who had diftinguithed themielves by their warlike
exploits; and that thefe monuments were meant to point out,
that the b dies of people of eminence were depofited under
them.—About the year 1226, Olave, King of the l{les, in
vaded Bute, and having befieged the caftle of Rothefay, he
took it, with the lofs of nearly 300 of his men. YXour of
his fhips were driven from their anchors by a ftorm, and all
the people on board perifhed. It is fuppofed, that the graves
along the Ardein and Achavuillin coaft, (being oppofite
to the bay of Rothelay), are the dormitories of thofe dead bo-
dies, who were driven upon that fhore, after the lofs of
their fhips. By tradition we are told, that Ardein was
the fcene of a very bloody conflift, which took place be-
tween the people of that neighbourhood, and a party of
young courtiers, who attended the palace of Robert Iil, st
Rothefay. The gallant courtiers, coming on a hunting ex-
curfion to this part of the country, were fo enamoured with

the charms of the young women they met with, that they
withed
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wifhed to become rather too familiar with them. This ronfed
the refentment of their lovers, who, "aflembling zll the
males of the diltni&l, drove thefe intruders to the fhore;
where, an engagement taking place, many of them attoned
for their gallantry with their blood *.

Climate and Dilrafes.—Being furrounded vwith hills, whofe
tops intercept the clouds, we have great and frequent falls
of rain. This, and not fowing our oats, before the middie
of April, make the harveil late, and our crops are, confe-
quently, much hurt by the equinoftial rains and winds.
Though the air is rather moifl, there are many inftances of
longevity ; there are two men now living, in the parifh, a-
bove go years of age. A man died lately that was faid to
be 100, and there are feveral between %o and 8Bo. The

people are, in general, healthy, living moftly near the fea;

thofe fartheft from it, not being above three miles diftant.
The

® At the month of Lochiidden, there is a finall iland called E./Janp-
keirrig the property of Mr ( amphell of South-Hall, (whe is the principal
Iandholder in this parith), memorable in the annals of lalt century. In
the year 16935, tne untortunate Archibald Earl of Argyll, having, in con-
cert with the Duke of Maonmouth atn:::;ptt::l an invalion of the }-;,Engflﬂm,
brought with him three fiigates. and a confiderable quantity of arms and
ammunition. He landed at Dunftafiage, on the M. W, coalt of Argyll-
thire ; and having collefted an army of about jece men, le ordered his
fips from Dunflaffoage to Eallangheirig, which he cauled foirtdy in the
belt manner he could 5 there he depofited s fpare arms and ammuniion,
under protection of his fhips, and a panifon of 190 men, But foon after,
three ﬂ'lipﬁ of war and {ome I‘r:gatr_'ﬁ arrived n the frith of Clyde, and pro-
ceeded towards F.E“ilrlgh:llrrig. to whom the Earl®s ﬁ'jgatrs. greel EETIJi—"-"“
immediately furrendered. In the caftle of Fallangliewrig were found soc0
ftand of arms. 500 barrels of gunpowder, feveral cannon and other nm-
plements of war. 7The captains of the frigates, after removing thefe
fares, blew up the caitle, which put an end to any farther hoftile opers-
tions, on th= part of that uniortunate nobleman, win, with his party,
found me.insro efcape ; but he was foor afterwards taken, and met with
a fate he little merited from his countey.
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The only epidemical difeafes, by which we are infefled,
are fevers, (which cut off many); the {mall pox, in the
patural way, and the meafles, which prove fatal to nums-
bers of children.—~Inoculation for the fimall pox. though
not univerfal, is becoming more general among the lower
clafles of people, The few, thut die of incculation, in com-
parifon with thofle by the natural infeltion, has, in {eme
meafure, reconciled them to a pradhice, which they long
held in abhorrence.

Church, Poor and Sehool.—The Earl of Bute is patron.
The ftipend is moftly paid in viétuel, and may amount,
including the glebe, (‘communibus unnis }, to L. 110 Ster-
ling, yearly. The inhabitants are of the Litablifhed
Church, excepting two Seceders. The manfe was buaiit
in the year 1436, with offices of {tone and lime, and
flated in the xy91; and the church in the year 1745. The
manfe is in wvery good repair, and the church is in as
good order, as mofl country churches.—-T1he poor are fup-
ported by the colleéhions at the church upon Elllﬂl.'lﬂ}'ﬁ.; the
interelt of & fund faved out of former colleftions ; the dues
of marriages and chriflenings, and fines exafted from delin-
quents,  There is an eftablithed fchoolmafter, with a falary
of L. 9 Sterling, befides a {fmall allowance, as precentor and
fefhon-clerk.—He profefies teaching of Enghilh, Anthmetio,
and Hook-keeping. The number, who attend him, are a-
bout 12 in fummer, and zo in winter. In the fummer
months, many of them are employed in herding, as fome
of their parents cannot afford to hire people ; befides, if
their children can read Englith, write, and underfland a Lit-

tle of arithmetic, they think them fufficiently well edu-
cated,

Farmer Society.~~A f{fociery has been lately eftablifhed
-in this, and the neighbouring parith of Duncon, called the
Farmer
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Farmer Society, which, it is hoped, will in time fuperfede
the neceffity of making any provifion for the poor. E.
very member, at his admiffion, has the option either to
pay L. 1, 1 s. Sterling, and be exempted from any future
payment, or 6s. at entry, and 1s. yearly. This money
is lent upon proper fecurity; and when it amounts to
L. 100 Sterling, the intereft is to be applied to the relief
of the indigent, and the widows and children of the mem-
bers; and, if there are none of this defeription, to any o-
ther neceflitous perfons in the parifhes in which the mem-
bers refide. The uffice bearers and managers are appoint-
ed yearly, to take charge of the bufinefs. ‘This fociety is
only as yet in its infincy, but many of the gentlemen of
the country. {infible of its being founded upon good prin-
cipies, have joined them ; and, it is hoped, it will foon be
put upon fuch a footiny, as to afford an ample provifion
for the poor, and preclude the neceflity of poor’s rates,
which have been much and juilly complained of, as preju-
dicial to induftry and virtue,

Population.— 1'he return made to Dr Webfter of the
population of this porith, in the year 1755, Was 944 fouls.
¥rom the regifier of baptifins, ‘of that and later dates,
there 1s evidently a confiderabie decreafe. This has been
owing to a prafltice, that has becomne general for fome
years paft, of letting large traéts of ground, to one or two
individuals for fheep-grazing, which were formerly occu-
pied by 8 or ro different tenants. The landholders found
it their advantage to let their lands in this manner, as one
or two people, who had money to flock the land with
fheep, and underftood how to manage them, could afford
to pay a higher rent, than many of the former poffeflors,
who neither underflood grazing nor tillage, and could

hardly, by their poor unfkilled efforts, gain a miferable
{fubfiftence,
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fubfiftence for themfelves and families. Happily for them,
they were moflly removed to the necighbouring towns,
where they found fufficient employment, and where many
of their children, by the advantages of edication, (which
they could not enjoy in their own country), have raifed
themfelves to independence, become ufeful members of the
community, and a fupport and comfort to their parents in
their old age. The number of families, at prefent, is 83,
of fouls, 504. The annual average of marriages is 4, and
of births, 12. There is no regifter of burials kept.

Fmpr::;mrs and Rent.—5even heritors have property in
this parifh, one of whom, (Mr Campbell of South-hall),
has nearly the one half., Not influenced by the general
tafte for diffipation and extravagance, fo prevalent among
moft young men of fortune, he pafles the greateft parr of
his time upon his own eftate, ornamenting his delightful
place of refidence, which commands a beautifui profpeét of
the Frith of Clyde, ifland of Bute, and wvillage of Largs,
with that much admired place belonging to Lord (laf-
gow, called Kelburn. He, and Mr Lamont of Knock-
dow, are the onlywefiding heritors. The valued rent of
the parith is L. 204 ¢ 8 : § Sterling, and the real rent may
be about L. 1500 Sterling.

Mifeellaneous Obfervations.—Nataral woods, fuch as oak,
ath, hazle, birch, 8c. are a confiderable article of fale. They
are cut down at 20 years old. The only planting is about
Mr Campbell of South-hall’s manfion houfe, and Mr La-
mont of Knockdow’s. There are groufe in the hills, and
black cocks in the woods, a few partridges in the low
grounds, and plenty of hares, The manners of the peo-
ple, drefs, prices of labour, and language, are the fame
with thofe of the neighbouring parifhes, which have been
ilready communicated to the public,

Vor. V. 30 . NUM-
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