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NUMBER XXXVIL

PARISE or DUNBAKR,

(COUNTY OF HADDINGTON.)

By the Rev. Mr GrorGE Bruck.

Name, Situation, Surface and Profpeli.

HE parifh takes its name from the town; and the

name of the town, Dunbar, or Barodunuwm accord-
ing to Buchanan, is probably derived from fome eminent
hero of antiquity of the name of Bar, whofe place of refi-
dence it was.~—[t is fitnated in the county of Haddington,
in the provincial Synod of Lothian and T'weeddale, and 13
the feat of the prefbytery of Dunbar, It is about g miles
in length along the coaft, from E. to W. and, at a medi-
um, nearly 2 miles in breadth.—The face of the country
is pleafart, rifing gradually and moderately, for the mott
part, from a low coafh It forms a very agreeable land-
fcape, the back ground of which, in every direftion, ex-
hibits a varicty of ftriking objefts, Eaftward is 5t F:HJ’S
Head, with a bold and high coaft j——to the S. the rifing

hills on the fkirts of Lammermuir, and the high groum;ﬁ
0
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of Whittingham ;—weftward, are Dumbender Law, Garle.
ton Hills, and North-Berwick Law ; and on the N. the
Bafs, the Ifle of May, the Frith of Forth, the coaft of Fife,
and the lofty mﬂ:lntainﬂ of Angus.

Soil,—The foil is rich, and the parifth of Dunbar i3 per-
haps the moft fertile {pot in Eaft Lothian, which is the
moft fiuitful province in North Britain. It is partly a
rich loam, partly clay, and partly a Light mould. Itis
well cultivated, and produces great crops, chiefly wheat,
barley and beans, but hitle oats, and lefs rye. Rich crops
of broad clover and rye-grafs are raifed, and the land an-
fwers well for turnips and potatoes. Sea-ware is much
‘wfed for manure, and with good fuccefs. Limeftone is
got in the E. end of the parifh, and there are draw kilns
for burning lime, which is ufed by the farmers, and fold
to thofe in the neighbourhood. The fields are inclofed,
fome with ftone walls, fome with thorn hedges; and fome
of them are flill open. The greater part of the land is
dry, and the feafons are early.

Rent, Proprietors, We.—The land is, in general, high
rented. The burgh acres give frem L. 4 Sterling to a-
hove five guineas the Englifh acre, and confiderable farms
from 3o0s. to two guineas. The land is divided among
7 great heritors, (of whom 3 refide in the parifh,) and about
the fame number of very fmall ones. There are 30 great
farmers, who pay of rent from L. 6o to L. 6cc Sterling.
They are generally opulent and refpeétable. There are
7 or 8 fmall ones. There is one grazier, who deals to a
confiderable extent, in breeding and feeding for the but-
cher market. A good many cattle are ftall-fed, and fheep
are fattened with turnips. The valued rent of the parifl
13 L. 16,953 Scotch, and the real rent about L. Boco Ster-

ling.
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ling. The Duke of Roxburgh has a fmall houfe at Brox-
mouth, pleafantly fituared. Sir Peter Warrander has
Lochend. Nineware belongs to Mr Hamilten of Bangour,
and Belton to Mr Hay. Mr Anderfon has a {fmall houfe
beautifully finated at Winterfield, from the furnmer houfe
of which there is a delightful profpe&®, very extenfive,
and much diverfified. The Earl of Lauderdale has built
a very elegant houfe at the W. end of Dunbar,

Fillages, Ryvers, Mills, &c.—There are five villages in
the parith, v/z. Belhaven, within the royalty, Weft Barns,
Hedderwick, Eaft Barns, and Pinkerton.—T1There are two
rivers ; both have their fource in Lammermuir hills, The
largelt of thefe is the Tyne, which, after a pretty long
courfe, empties itfelf into the Frith of Forth at Tyn-
inghame. There the tide flows about two miles, and has de-
ftroyed on both fides of the river feveral acres of good land,
which Dutch fkill and induflry would have preferved.
The other river is the Biel, which runs by Whittinghame,
the Bield, Belton, and Wefl Barns, and empties itfelf into
the Frith at Bielinouth. On this river, at the village of
Weft Barns a cotton and flax mill is jult now begun to be e-
re(ted, frorm which we have great expedtations. The cot-
ton manufacture 1s at prefent one of the moft fourifhing
and ufeful branches of commerce in Britain. It employsa
number of hands, and efpecially young people. This mill
1s 2 new thing in this county, and, if it fucceeds, will be &
great blefling to this corner. It is generally efteemed a pa-
triotic attempt, and has the good wifhes of every perfon of
public fpirit.—~At Weft Barns, there are flour mills of the
beft fort, where a confiderable quantity of wheat and bas-
ley is manufaltured. There are three other corn mills in
the parith. To thefe mills, the town and fome eftates in

the country are thirled; a wretched piece of police!
Thirlage
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Thirlage to a mill, and all kinds of feudal fervitude to the
landlord, are extremely inconvenient to the farmer, and ho-
ftile to all improvements. Indeed, thefe Gothic cuflems
are juftly falling into difufe among the fenfible part of the
gentlemen in Scotland.

Population.—By un accurate furvey, in the prefent year,
(1791), it appears, that there are 37co inhabitants in the
parith, of all ages. The return to Dr Webfter, in 1755, 2-
mounting only to 3281, there is confequently an increafe of
419 fouls. The following is an abitrat from the feflion re-
gifter, of births, marriages, and burials for the Iaft 1o years:

Births. Marriages. Bunals,
1782 68 20 c3
1783 717 i 9
1784 97 =6 4
1785 gt 21 43
1786 68 2 43
1787 3 31 43
1758 79 24 3%
1759 52 N | 3%
I7g90 Sa z3 64
1791 79 27 54

This account is pretty accurate, in refpe& of marriages
and burials, but is confiderably deficient in regard to births,
as many negleét to get the names of their children entered
in the public regifter. If any regulation could be made to
lupply this defeft, and to enable the feflien-clerk to keep
the parifh regiiter exa&, and to oblige him to give in annm-
ally to fome public office, a true lift, figned alio by the mi-
nifter, of all the births, marriages, and burials, which have
happened in the parith for that-year; it would afeertain
the population of every particular parifh, as well as of
Scotland in general ; and might anfwer many valuable na-
tional purpofes.

Burgh.
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Burgb.~~Dunbar is a royal burgh, erefted by a charter
from King David II. about the middle of the 14th century.
It is centrically fituated between Edinburgh and Berwick
upon Tweed, being 27 miles diftant from each. It ftands
on a moderate eminence, and a dry bottom. The princi-
pal ftreet is broad and well aired, and the houfes are much
improved of late, and make a very genteel appearance.
There are in the town, two large inns for the accommoda-
tion of travellers. At fome diftance, among the rocks,
there is a retired place for fea-bathing, with a room to un-
drefs. The town is remarkably healthy, as is the parith
in general. There are many inftances of longevity, of per-
fons who have arrived to the age of 80 or go years, and
upwards. It 1s expofed to cold and tharp winds, from the
eaflt and north, chiefly in fpring. The town of Dunbar
is fupplied with plenty of good foft water, conveyed m
leaden pipes from the diftance of above two miles. This
was done in 1466, at a confiderable expence ; and the me-
rit of this great benefit is due to the public {pirit of the ma-
giftrates, who were then in office, and in which they were
aflifted by the liberal contributions of the inhabitants On
that occalion the flreets were new paved. In 1758, a piece
of ground was allotted for a walhing green, and inclofed
with a hedge, and a drying houfe erefted on it.—~The go-
vernment of Dunbar is by a Provoft, three Bailies, a Trea-
furer, and 15 Councillors. The revenue, amounts to about
L. 500 Sterling a-year. Dunbar, with Haddington, North
Berwick, Jedburgh, and Luuder, fend one member to Par-
liamaent, The ufual unhappy effefts of borough-jobbing
at eledtions, are, intemperance, political enmity, and negleit
of bufinefs. Though Dunbar has not been quite exempted

from thefe evils, it has fuffered as little, in this refped, per-
- . hﬂ}]sr
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haps, as any royal burgh in Scotland. If our members for
burghs would exert themfelves to advance, not only the
public good of the nation, but alfo fome material concern
of the towns, which they reprefent, they would found an
intereflt on real merit, which would be more folid, as well as
more honourable, than that which. is founded on eleftion
dinners, expenfive entertainments, and drunkennefs, Thefe
ferve only to debauch the marals of the inhabitants, aund to
hurt the families of thofe very perfons, whofe friendfhip they
wifth to fecure. There are in Dunbar, no fewer than 46
licenfed alehoufes, where low-priced fpirits are retailed, and,
where the execrable cuftom of dram-drinking is pradifed.
This we may juftly pronounce to be the bane of all good,
and the fource of all ill ; the ruin of health and morals,
and of all domeftic duty and comfort ; the reproach of man,
and the difgrace of woman.

Harbour and Shipping.~—The harbour was originaily at
Belhaven. The eaft pier of the prefent harbour was be-
gun 1in the time of Cromwell’s proteftorfhip, to the expence
of which Okiver granted L. 300, as appears by a letter of
General Monk from Dalkeith. For a long time after that
period, the harbour continued wvery imperfe&t, capable of
containing only a few {mall veffels, Early in the prefent
century, it was enlarged and deepened, by digging into the
folid rock, 8 feet deep at an average; and at the fame
time very commodiows quays were built. This was a
work of incredible labour and expence, and refle@s no
{mall honour on thofe who had the management of public
affairs at that time. In reality it was the moft capital im-
provement of the place, and the very making of the town
and its trade. The harbour, though very fafe, is ftill but
fmall, and of difficult accefs, There was lately a new

pier
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pier built on the rock, that forms the weft fide of the en.
try, to the expence of which the Convention of Royal
Burghs gave L.60o Sterling. The harbour is defended by
a battery mounting twelve guns, g, 12, and 18 pounders,
Very lately a large and convenient dry dock was buiit.

~ The following is a lift of the fhipping, helongmg to Dun.
bar, with the tonnage, and number of failors ;

Shups. Tons, Men.
8 408 33—employed in the coafting trade,
$ 1099 67—1n foreign trade,
2 695 §o=—in the whale-Athing tiade.
13 2182 152

Fifberiecs.—There are 12 fithing boats for white fifh and
lobfters, which employ about 40 men. There is a cuftom-
houfe, in which there are a colleftor and comptroller, a land
furveyor, a tide furveyor, 4 tide.waiters, and a cuftom-
houfe boat, with 7 men belonging to it.—The fhips belong-
ing to the Eaft Lothian and Merfe fithing Company, are
flationed at Dunbar. They were once § in number, but
are now reduced to 2. This Company was eftablithed 1n
1752, and has continued with various fuccefs. It is the
oldeft of the kind in Britain, and, upon the whole, has
been the moft fuccefsful.—The herring filhery was former-
1y more confiderable and regular. It is of great benefit to
the town, and to all the country round ; but, for feveral
years paft, it has become very precarious and uncertain.

Trade and Manufaltures.—- The corn trade is the
moft confiderable branch. It is fold, chiefly by famples,
in the weekly market, which is held every Thur{day.

Subj oined
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Subjoined is a lit of grain, &ec. exported in the year
1991, and fhipped at Dunbar:

Quarters. %lﬂ.t‘ter“.-

Brought over 3161
Wheat, - 2568 Oat. meal, - 862
Flour, - - §L5% Barley-meal, =L
Barley, - 1814 Beans, - Q40
Malt, - 20903 Peafe, " 162
Oats, - 419

S Total 10,3513
Carry over B316:

Split peafe and beans, 23 tons; hulled barley 118 tons.
About 8oco bolls of barley are malted yearly. Dunbar
malt is famous for its quality, being remarkably well made.
Above 6ooco tons of coals, are landed annually at Dunbar.
The price of coals is between gs. 6d. and 6s. 64.
per boll, which weighs 11f cwt.—There is a very fine
topery at Dunbar, where there are employed from 20 to
30 men; and another new one at Weft Barns. The cord-
age manufaftured is above 100 tons annually.-—Kelp, in a
{mall quantity, is made on the coaft.——Soap and flarch are
manufaftured in the town and neighbourhood.

Church.—The fabric of the church is very old, and the
form of it 1s very bad for an auditory. It is built cxaélly
in the form of a crofs. The body of it is 100 feet long,
and it 15 only 24 feet wide within the walls.. It was found-
ed anno 1392, by George Earl of March, for a Dean, an
Archprieft, and 8 Prebendaries. Thefe were named from
their feveral refpeftive prebends, or benefices ; viz. Dun-
bar, Pinkerton, Belton, Spot, Pitcox, Linton, Dunfe, and
Chirnfide. 'The patronage fell to the Crown, by the for-
feiture of the Earl of March. The Duke of Roxburgh is

Vor. V. 3 P the
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the prefent patron, and is titular of the tithes, which sre
very confiderable in this parifh.—The church, till lately,
was, in the infide efpecially, one of the worft, and moft in-
convenient, perhaps in Scotland. The floor was funk be-
low the ground without, which made it always damp and
cold. 1t was repaired by the heritors in 14979, floored
with deal, and ceiled in the roof. A part of the long bo-
dy was cut off, by a partition, as ufclefs, and it was regu-
larly feated; fo that it now looks clean and neat, the
quire only remaining unaltered.—There were two mona-
fteries in the parith, both founded by Patrick Earl of
March : One of Red Friars, in 1218, the other of W hite Fri-
«rs, in 1263 ~The living at prefent confifts of 23 bolls
wheat, 65 bolls barley, 23 bolls oats, and % bolls peale,
with L. 34 Sterling. A decreet of mere locality, without
any augmentation, was obtained in abfence of the mnifter
10 the ycar 1967. There is a very good manfe, which
was built in Ii“.}ﬁ. The glebe confilts of § Englifth acres.
There is no grafs.~—There are two Seceding Societies in the
parifh ; a Burgher meeting in Dunbar, and an Antiburgher
one mn Eaft Barns. Their congregations arc made up of 2
colleftion of people from all the parithes in the neighbour-
hood.

Schools—There are 3 fchools in Dunbar, a grammar
fchool, a mathematical and an Englith one. The mafters
of thefe fchools have each a houfe and genteel falary.
They are chofen and paid by the town. This parith
never had a parochial fchool till 1ygo, when one was
fettled by the heritors, (with a falary of L.8 :6:8
Sterling,) at Weft Barns, where it was much wanted,
to accommodate the inhabitants of the weft end of the
parifh, which is populous, containing about 8co inhabi-

tants. There is a private fchool in Eaft Barns witha
falary,
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falary, being the intereft of L. 1oc Sterling, mortified
for that purpofe by Mr William Hume, late farmer in
that village, ‘To this fchoolmulter the fumily of Spot
gives a houfe and garden gratis.  The importance of a
parochial fvhool feems nor fofhciently attended to. The
moral principles, and future ufefulnets, of the lower clafs of
people, depend very much upon their early education. This
was the fenfe of the Legiflature, when the law eftablithed
a fchool, with a legal falary, in every parith in Scotland.
Notwithftanding which, it is but too evident, that the {chool.
mafter, however valuable a member of foctety he may be,
i3 often negledted, and ill ufed. How difhonourable to
grudge and withhold from fo ufeful an oflicer, the f{inall
pittance which the law has afligned, as the wages of fevere
labour and attendance ! ow unjuft, when it is confidered,
that the fchoolmatter’s {alary 1s no part of the heritor's
property ; for when an eftute 1 purchaled, that falary is
deduéted from the rental. The heritor, in that cafe, is only
a truflee, and when he refufes or declines to pay his
proportion, he keeps money in his pocket, which does
not in faét belong to him, but to another.

Poor.—The number of poor is very great, as is the cafe
in all country towns, efpecially fuch as are fea-ports. The
frequent misfortunes, happening to feafaring people, often
throw whole families of helplefs children on the charitable
funds. This indeed affords an opportunity of fhowing
Chriftian benevolence, and the true Chriftian will readily
embrace all fuch opportunities. T'o rear up orphans, defli-
tute of friends, and to make them ufeful members of foci-
ety,~to feed the hungry, and clothe the naked,—to fupport
the aged, and relieve the diftrefles of the widow, will gra-
tify the feelings of humazpity, and, at the fame time, ful-

fil
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fil the duties of that religion which we all profefs. The
provifion for the poor is an annual affefTment, by .he he-
ritors, according to their valued rents, in a joint meeting
with the minifter and elders.—The town pays a fixth part
of this affeflment; the remainder is paid, one half by the
heritors, and the other half by their temants. To this are
added, the weekly collections at the church, and the pro-
fits arifing from the mortcloths and a hearfe. Thereis
alfo the intereft of a {mall mortification of L.83:6:8
Sterfing. All thefe fums are intrufted to the minifter and
kirk-feffion, as the fitteft perfons to judge and proportion
the fupplies according to the neceflities of the poor *.

Antiguities~—The venerable ruins of the caftle of Dun-
bar, are jultly eftcemed a remarkable piece of antiquity.
There is no hiftory nor tradition to fix the date of this
huildiﬁg, or to point out the perfon by whom it was ercft-
ed. Camden narrates, that Go/patrick, Earl of Northum.
berland, retiring into Scotland from the Norman Con-
queit, was honoured by Malcolm Canmore with the caitle
of Dunbar, and earldom of March, and that his pofterity
afterwards took the firname of Dunbar. King Edward 1L
of England, efcaped to this caftle, {(then in the hands of
the Englifh), after the battle of Bannockburn, and thence
fled to Berwick in a fitherman’s boat. It has been large,
and built on feveral rocks, within the fea-mark, It was

exceeding ftrong, and before the nfe of artillery, quite im-
pregnable.

% During the fcarcity in the years 1982 and 1783, a confiderable fum
was fubfcribed by the inhabitants for the relief of the poor in the town,
with which a quantity of oat meal was bought, and fold out at the re-
duced price of 1 3. the peck, when the current price was fometimes =
éd. The country heritors fupplied their poor, each in his own eftate.
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pregnable. In fome old records, it is called Earl Patrick's
Strong Houfe. It was always eftcemed a place of import-
ance, and the key to Scotland on the 5. E. border. Dun.
bar was, for many years, during the cruel wars between
the two nations, the feene of much aftion and bloodlhed.
The town was frequently ravaged and burnt. The caitle was
often befieged, and fometimes bravely defended; partico-
larly anno 1336, when under the government of a lady,
called, Black Agnes of Dundar, the wife of Patrick Farl
of Muarch, and the fifter of Randeolph Earl of Murray.
This manly heroine, in the ablence of her hufband, by her
vigilanc® and military courage, forced Lord Montague to
raife the fiege, and leave the country. To this caftle, Easl
Bothweli fled, and left the unfortunate Queen Mary in the
hands of the aflociated Lords at Carberryhill. It was ta-
ken afrerwards from Bothwell’s dependents, by the Earl
of Murray, the Regent of Scotland, and demolithed, and
the artillery was carried to Edinburgh, by order of the
Parliament,

Within the parifh of Dunbar, lies a part of Down Hill,
famnous for the encampment of General Leflie, with the
Scotch army, before their defeat at the battle of Dunbar.
This battle was fought in the low grounds, E. from Brox-
mouth. At Broxmouth, there is a mount of earth, which
ftill retains the name of Cromwell’s Mount. At the church
yard, there is an elegant monument, with a fine markle
ftatue, crefted ammo 1610, to the memory of (George, the
Iaft Earl of Dunbar, and Lord High Treafurer of Scotland,
In the church yard, there are two grave-{tones, marking
out the burial place of two officers of the caftle ; they are
nicely cut, with Latin infcriptions in Saxon charafters;
the date of the one is MCCCL. and of the other MCCCLL

Mifeellancous
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Mifeellaneous Obfervations—There is but little wood,
which makes the country look naked. The land is thought
too valuable to admit of much planting. About Brox-
mouth there are fome large and venerable old trees. On the
Links of Weft Barns, there is a {mall young plantation, and a
very fine fituation for a houfe. The poft road runs from
E. to W. the whole length of the parifh, and is kept
in good repair. Ihere are two toll bars, one at the Kirk
Hill, eaft from Dunbar, and the other on the weit fide, at
Belhaven. There are four bridges maintained by the coun-
ty. The crofs roads are kept in good order by the ftatute
labour.—~-The expence in drefs, in furniture of the houfe,
and in the table, is greatly increafed from what was the
mode half a century ago. This is indeed the cafe in general
throughout every part of Scotland, 1n proportion to the pro-
grefs of refinement and wealth, in the prefent advanced pe-
riod of fociety. The yearly wages of a man-fervant in a
family is 7 guineas, or 7+ gwineas, and a woman-fervant
gets 3 guineas; a day-labourer, 1s. a-day, and a woman
for working in the fields, 6 d.; a gardener 1s. 2d.; 2 ma-
fon or carpenter, 1 s. §d. In harvefl, the corn is cut down
by day-labourers, and their wages vary according to cir-
cumitances, fuch as the weather, the number of reapeis
in the market to be hired, 8&c.~—There is a good butcher
market in Dunbar ; beef and mutton bring 4 d. or 41d.
pork and lamb in proportion. White fith are fearce and
dear ; falmon is brought from Berwick. A hen fells for 1.
a duck for 10 d.; 3 goofe for 2 5. 6d. a turkey for 3s. G d.
o r48.; eggs, from 5d.to 7 d. a-dozen; a lobiter for 6 d.;
butter, 95 a-pound, cheefe, 5 d.; potatoes and herrings fur-
nifh a great part of the poor peoples {ubfiftence.

The grand and important quettion, What can be done to

buiter the condition of the people 2 remains to be an{wered.
) dunprovs
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Improve the morals of the people, feems to be the beft reply.
Found their virtue on its true bafis, Religron. INot on meta-
phyfical {peculation, but on the plain, capital, and univer-
{ally allowed principles of Religion. Improve the manners
of the great : Let thofe of diftinguifhed rank aflume a public
profeflion of religion, and countenance it by their example.
This would have a leading influence on the great body of
the people. It would be a cheap and ealy antidote againft
anarchy and diforder. 'This feems to be the true fecret of
government, the beft bulwark of the flate, as well as the fureft
means to advance the happinefs of any particular diftriét.
Good morals are of more confequence toindividuals, as
well as to a flate, than great wealth; nor thould the latter
be coveted, unlefs it can be obtained without injury to the
former.

N U M-
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