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NUMBER V.
PARISH OF PITSLIGO.

(COUNTY OF ABERDEEN.)

By the Rev. Mr Janes GRrE1c, Mingfler of that Paryfh.

P

Sttuation, and Estent.

THIS parith belongs to the prefbytery of Decer, and Sy-

nod of Aberdeen*. It lies along the Murray Frith,
in a reftangular form, its eaftern extremity being two miles
weft from Kinnaird's,K head, a confpicuons point in Aber-
deenfhire, where a light-houfe waus lately erefted by go-
vernment. It extends 3 miles and a half in length well-
ward, and is 3 miles broad in every part, from the fea-coafl
to the fouth. A public road, leading from Fralerburgh wefl-
ward to Banff, interfeds it nearly in the middle, from which
there is a gentle declivity on each fide, to the foyth and
north.

Soil, Climate, 88 ¢c.~~The face of the country is, in general,
level, there being no hill in the parifh ; neither is there any
river or lake in it, nor fo much as a confiderable {tream.

In

* It is the laft erected parith within that prefbytery. The lands of PMit-
tendrum were formerly in the parifh of Fraferfburgh, and a few farms he-
longed to that of Tyrie, but the greateft pait of it to Aberdour, fiom which
it was disjoined, upon an application fromjLord Pitflige, in 1634, about the
time when he obtained his patent of pecrage.
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"{n fummer, the mills can fcarcely perform any work, owing
to a deficiency of water; but there is a fufficient fupply of
that valuable element for the common purpofes of life. As
there is little marlhy ground in the parifh, there are {eldom
any fogsin it. “The air 1s dry and wholefome, but the nor-
therly ftorms are fometimes hurtful to the crops, as the coun-
try is deftitute of trees, and every kind of fhelter, On the
fouth fide of the road above mentioned, the foil is generally
black and light, very well adapted for graﬁ, but not fit for
producing weighty crops of grain. Towards she north, the
foil 1s generally a yellow clay, which produces barley of a
good quality, and is moftly all in tillage. 1In this quarter,
the farmers make ufe of fea ware as a manure. They have
likewife the advantage of an inexhauftible bank of fea fhells,
which extends along the whole coaft; and a due quantity of
which, when laid on the fields, produces the fame effeét as
lime, marle, or any other calcareous {ubftance. This parifh
abounds with ftones of all fizes, and is therefore extremely

well adapted for being laid out in inclofures.

Catrns.—On the fide of the high road, from Fraferfburgh
to Banff, are fome cairns or tumnli, about 60 feet in circum-
ference at the bafe, compofed of round ftones, piled vp in a
conical fhape to the height of 30 feet. There are feveral
fimilar cairns in the neighbouring parithes, and they are evi-
dently monumental rupﬁﬁtaries of the dead. On opening
one of them fome years ago, large flag (tones were found
piaced in the ground, in the form of a cheft or coffin, and
containing afthes of burnt bones. Some arrow heads of fline
were alfo found, but no weapons of metal of any kind,
whence it :may be conjeftured, that they are of great anti-
quity. Tradition fays, that they are the burying places of
hoftile:invaders from Denmark or Norway, wha, were de-

Vor. V. N feated
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98 Statiftical Account

feated in that neighbourhood, and feem to have been purfued
with {flaughter a great way along the coaft, where feveral
fuch tumuli are ftill to be {een.

Trees~It has been a generally received opinion, that
trees will not grow in this neighbourhood, by reafon of the
fea {pray being hurtful to their vegetation; but with more
probabihity, becanfe of the N. W. winds, which fweep the
whole face of the country, and check them in their growth.
Yet it is certain, that the greateft part of this country muft
have been once covered with wood, as appears from the
roots of very large oaks, flill exifting in mofles nigh the
coaft. Sir William Forbes of Pitfligo has planted, within
thefe few years, a pitece of ground with foreft trees of all
kinds, adjoining to the old houfe or caftle of Pitfligo, and
within about a mile of the fea, which hitherto {feem to thrive
very well And this experiment will probably determine,
whether the prejudice, againft the poflibility of rearing tim-
ber upon this coafl, be well orill founded.

Manufaliures, Fifberies, We.~A confiderable quantity of
kelp is made upon the thore of this parifth, which is about
31 miles in extent. At the diftance of balf a mile from its
eaftern extremity, is the fithing town of Pittaly, belonging
to Sir Willtam Forbes, which contains 23 houfes, and 116
inhabitants, It fends 4 fithing boats to {ea, with 6 men in
each. Two miles further weft is the fithing town of Rofe-
hearty, whichemploys 7 boats, with the fame number of men
in each. From autumn to the end of January, haddocks
are the moft valeable fith, being then in greateft perfeétion.
When bought upon the fhore, they coft 1s. the dozen,
though 4 years ago, they were fold at 6d. This rife in the

price is afcribed to the greater fearcity of fith, to their being
: of
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-of a Jarger fize, and to the advanced price of provifions in
general. The worft feafon for fifhing is from January to
March, little elfe being then caught but fmall cod. But in
fummer, befides cod, both fkate and ling are taken in great
abundance. In July and Auguit, the greateflt attention is
paid to fithin} for fea dogs, which are chiefly valuable for
their oil. The value of lobiters has increafed greatly of
late. They are caught in aumbers, and are [old at 2 d. or
24d. a-piece for the London market. The fithermen falt up i
catks the haddocks and cod taken during the winter, and in
April, or, as foon as the f[eafon will permit, take them out
and dry them. Thefe, with what fith are caught and dried
during the fummer, they carry about in large boats, and
difpofe of among the ditferent towns on the Frith of Forth,
and bring home cargoes of ceals and falt. {tis faid, that they
get even lower, prices for their fifh in the fouth country, than
at home ; but to this the fifthermen reply, that as they can-
not dilpofe of the whole at home, it 15 of little advantage to
fella part; that they wifh to make up a cargo, and receive
afum of money at once. Thus the price of the article 1s
kept up i1 this part of the country.

Village of Rofebearty.~—Four miles weft from Fraferfburgh,
upon the fea coaft, is the village of Rolehearty, which
belongs to Lord Gardenflon; and contains 42 houfes,
and 213 inhabitants. There are {everal fhopkeepers in it,
and mechanics, fuch as joiners, blackimiths, coopers, turners,
thoemakers, &c. T'wo merchants have fhares of {loops,
and import wood from Norway ; they likewife bring groce-
ries from the fouth country.

Adgriculture, Farms, t€¢,~-This parith is divided into
farms of various extent. There are fome of 200 acres, but

te generality are much finaller. Some part of the land is
the
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100 Statiftical Account

the beft in the country ; other parts of it are very indifferent,
fo that it 15 not eafy to afcertain the average rent. The
beft land, nigh the fhore, where ware can eafily be obtained,
is let at fromn 20 5. to 30s.an acre.  Excepting one or two
farms in the fouih part of this parith, the foil is not fit for
producing ocats: it yiélds more profitable crops of barley and
beans. which laft is prevailing generally ; and a newly intro-
duced prattice, of drilling and hoeing them, is a great 1m-
provement to the crop and to the foil. Beans and oats are
fown as early as the {eafon will permit, commonly in the be-
ginning of March; after which, the time is taken up in
dunging and plowing the land for barley, which is the prin-
cipal crop migh the coaft, and which is fown during the laft
three weeks of May. The month of June 1s occupied in
preparing the groand for turmps, and fowing them., The
remaiaing part of the fummer is employed in making hay,
drying and leadiug home peats, and repairing the highways
until harvelt, which l:fls commonly through the months of
September and Oétober. Moft of the farmers fow fmall
suantities of Hax, which they fell to manufalturers, when
enn 1iuts yaia, or employ for the ufe of their own families.

Cattde, Produce, ¥ e.—The chief articles, which the farmer
nas to dufpofe of, are, firft, black cattle, which, for fome yeurs
have fold high, and have been of confiderable advantage 1o
this country. The number kept upon each farm has, of
late, been as large as it will maintain.  The higheft price
of an ordinary ox is L. 1o Sterling, but the prices are very
various, bearing proportion to the quality, and the demand
which may be at the time. Moft farmers rear what horfes
are neceffary for themfelves, but they do not pay fo great at-
tention to the breeding of horfes for {ale, as of black cattle.

As this parith contains no extenfive paftures, there are but
few
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few fheep in it. The common kind are fold at 105, each;
thefe of the Englith breed are reckoned worth donble that
fum., The next principal commeodities, which the farmers
difpofe of, are meal and grain. A {mall proportion only is fold
in the country, as moft of the ishabitdnts have crofts of their
own. Mealis exported to Norway, or {old in the weflern
ifles; gram is commonly difpofed of in the Frith of ¥orth.
Barley weighs from 16 to 20 ftone the boll, of 16 pecks ; the
price is from 8d. to 1o d. the flone. Beans are fold at 12s.
6 d. the boll of 3 firlots, cats at from 105s. to 225, the boll of
4 firlots ; and oat meal at from 1es. to 13s. the boll of .8
ftone. Baurter and cheefe are alfo articles for which the
farmers draw a confiderable fum yearly. Some advantape
is ikewife derived from the labour of women fervants with-
in doors, who are employed, efpecially 1n winter, in i}:inning
linen yarn, or making cloth.

IVages.~The wages of a labouring man in {fummer is
Bd.the day. Moft of thefe labourers rent a {mall piece of
land, at about L. 2 Sterling yearly, upon which they keep a
cow, and raife grain to affift in fupporting their families.
Thus they live pretty comfortably. Butno complaints are
made by fuch as have not this advantage, except when they
have large families, or are vifited with ficknefs. The daily
wages of a mafon are 1s. 4 d.; of a joiner 1s.; but other me-
chanics are commonly peid, not by the day, but by the piece,
The wages of a2 man fervant are L. 5 Sterling yearly, and of
a woman, L, 2, 10 s, befides viftuals.

Fuel.—One of the moft expenfive articles in this place is
fuel, the mofs, where peats are got, being five miles diffant.
Peatsare efiimated bywthe Zeez, which is a folid body, piled

vp like bricks, 24 feet long, and 12 feet broad at bettom, and
]
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12 feet high. This quantity is not fufficient for an ordinary
farmer one year; it cofts L. x, 10s. for cutting it out and dry-
ing it in the mofs, and when brought to this place, it is worth
about L. § Sterling. The farmers bring home their peats
with their own horfes, in the end of fummer ; but it is a la-
borious and expenfive work, and detains them long from the
improvement of the land. Englith coals are fold here at
5 s. the boll of 36 ftone; Scotch coals at 45. 6d. The high
duty upon coals, which are brought te the north country, is
juftly complained of, as an émproper and partialtax. Were
that article furnifhed at a moderate expence, it would be
one of the moft important advantages which this country
could receive. In this cale, the more judicious farmers would
thew an example of the ufe of coals to others, and devote
their time more clofely to the cultivation of the foil. But
whatever improvements are or may be propofed here, cither
with refpeét to agriculture or manufaftures, the dearth of
fuel, is, and muft continue to be an obftacle, which, without

the aid of the Legiflature, can never be removed.

Population..—~The number, returned to Dr Webfler in
X755, was 1224. 1henumber of people, at prefent in this
parith, (anno 1991) is 1300, viz. of males Goo, of females
7006. There is therefore anincreafe of 76 ; of thefe there are
under 10 years of age 400; above it, goo. With refpeét to
religious perfuafion, there are 50 Epifcopalians, and 20 Sece-
ders. The annual average of births for fgme time paft has

been 34, of deaths 18, and of marriages g,

Heritors, Rent, §Fc—~The manfion-houfe of Pitlligo,
(now in ruins,) the gardens and adjoining farm, the feat of
the ancient Lords of Pitfligo, to the extent of 2 miles along

the coaft, belong to Sir William Forbes of Pitiligo, the
rﬁpre:fentaﬂﬂ:
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rcpm[mtati"i"ﬁ of that family. The remaining part of the
eftate of Pit{ligo, extending about a mile and a half along
the fea-coaft, belongs to Lord Gardenfton. The lands of Pit-
taly and Pittendrum belong to Sir William Forbes, having
been lately purchafed by him, from the deceafed William
Cumine, Efg; of Pittaly. The reft of the parifh is the pro-
perty of Lord Saltoun, and of Alexander Frafer, Efq; of
Strichen. The wvalued rent of Pitfligo is L. 2400 Scotch.

Eminent Men~-The firft minifter of this parith was Mz
Andrew Cant, who had formerly been chaplain in Lord
Pitflige’s family. From this place he removed to Aber-
deen, where he is {aid to have preached before K. Charles II,
after his return from thecontinent, but before his Reftoration.
The Speftator mentions this Mr Andrew Caat, No. 147,
where he fays, that he was minifter of an illiterate part
in the north of Scotland, and derives the term canting from
his name, though it {gems more probably to have been de-
rived from the Latin.

Church.—The King is patron. The manfe was built a-
bout 22 years ago; but the church ftands much in need of
Teparation, which, it is hoped, will take place in a fhort
time. The walue of the hﬂng, including the glebe, is
about L.65 Sterling.

Poor.~The capital of the poor’s funds belonging to this
parifh, is about I.. 100 Sterling, the greateft part of
which is lent at intereft; and the weekly colleftions amount
to L. 22 Sterling yearly. The number of poer,at prefent
receiving charity, is 28, to each of whom the kirk-feflion dif-
tributes yearly 16s. fometimes more or lefs, according to
their neceflities. This cannot fuppert the poor; it only

aflifts
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aflits them. There are fome, however, in greater neceffity,
who receive yearly more than twice that fum. The poot
in Sir William Forbes’s lands, and in other parts of the pa-
rifh, have been greatly aflifted for fome time paft, by liberal
denations of meal and money from that gentleman.

Improvements Suggefled—This parith prefentsa very ob.
vious means of improvement in agriculture, which is, to
divide and inclofe the ground with ftone dikes, or other fen-
ces. Thereis no {pot in the country better adapted for that
purpofe. The inclofures ought to be fo contrived as to con-
tain water in them; and if proper terms were concerted be-
tween the heritors and their tenants, for inclofing the fields,
it would contribute greatly to the convenience of the far-
mer, and the melioration of the {oil. The heritors feem to
be {enfible of the propriety of this improvement, and are ta-
king meafuares for carrying it into effeét. Sir William For-
bes has lately, at his own expence, inclofed and laid out in
grals about 100 acres of his lands inthis parith. Mr Wilham
Gordon has inclofed about the fame extent of a farm, which
he holds in leafe from Lord (Gardenfion, and has, in a very
few years, brought the land into a ftate of high improve-

ment*,
Another improvement, which this place ftands greatly in

need of, is the introdu&tion of manufatures, by which em-
ployment might be given to more hands, and more money
brought into circulation. Between Peterhead and Banf,
which 1s a-diftance of nearly 40 miles, there ismo manufac-
ture of importance. Hence the large towns have increafed

greatly, and the country is drained of people and of money.
Might

#* An error flill prevails, among many farme:s in this place, of keeping too
many {mall horfes, and doing no work with oxen, which are on many ae-

counts more profitable.

£ The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



of Pitfligo. 103

Might it not be proper for the heritors of the parifh, who
are all very refpellable gentlemen, and diftinguithed for at-
tention to the interefts of their country, to attempt the efta-
blilhment of fome f{uitable manufaftures in it? In a place
where living is cheaper than in large towns, they certainly
might be expefled to fucceed, with very little encourage-
ment.

The laft improvement, which the pariih ftands much in
need of, is the making of a harbour at Rofehearty. There is
already a2 quay, or one fide of a harbour at that place,
where {loops lie between April and September. But even
then, fo changeable is the weather, that they are in danger of
fuftaining great damage. This brings an additional expence
upon trade, as goods muft be brought from Fraferburgh,
the nearelt port, by land carriage. Lord Gardenflon has
generoufly ordered a confiderable fum of money to be laid
out in the improvement of this harbour, and mealures will
foon be taken for carrying that public {pirited intention in-
to effet. This is a necefiary and important alteration ; and
it is hoped it will be the means of introducing other eflen-
tial improvements.

O N U M-
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