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NUMBER XXIIIL

UNITED PARISHES OF ARDCHATTAN
AND MUCKAIRN.

( PRESBYTERY OF LORN, SYNOD AND COUNTY OF
ARGYL‘E.)

By the Rev. MRr. Lupovick GRrRANT.

Name, Extent, Surface, &5c.

FIIS difiri&k confifts of two united parithes, Ardchatiam

and Muckairn, antiently called Balleblodan and Kicle-
Spickarrol ; the latter denoting the burying place of Bifhop
Cerylus or Cerullus, and the former fignifying 5t Bede's town
or place of refidence. The walls of a fmall church, built by
this faint, of excellent mafonry, flill remain entire, and have
withftood the {torms and tempefls of feveral centuries.
The parifh extends 24 computed miles in length, and is 20in
breadth at an average. The furface is for the molt part nlly
and uneven, interfeéted with {treams of water, and diverfified
with heights and hollows. The airis falubrious; the people
in general remarkably healthy, and ftrangers to the difeafcs
which fpring from idienefs and lusury. "Lhe different periods
of longevity, to which many have attained, is a ftrong pre-
fumption in favour of the climate. A man died [ome years a-
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of Ardchattan and MNduckairn. 175

go at the advanced age of 105; three men on the verge
of 100, and a fourth turned of roo, are now living; and
within thefe few years feveral of both fexes, from 8o to go
years of age, have died in the full pofleffion of all their men-
tal faculties. ‘This diftriét is frequently vifited by heavy rains,
but the moifture is quickly abforbed by the earth, which is
naturally dry.

Rivers, Hills, Woeods, &'c.~=In the parith are feveral rivers,
abounding with excellent trout ; the moil confiderable are the
Aw, the Kinlofs, and the Eiie. Near the mouth of the
former is a valuable falmon fithing, which yields a confidera-
ble rent: the fumon are of an excellent quality, not inferior
to any in Scotland.—The hills are moftly covered with grafs :
the moft remarkable is Cruachan Bean, ene of the higheir
mountains in Scotland, 13 or 1} computed miles in circum=
furence, affording excellent pafturage for black-cattle and
theep. It is very ileep towards the N, E. and flopes gently
down on the 5. but rifes with an abrupt afcent towards
the fummir, which is divided into two points, each
exacltly refembling a fugar leaf. The N. point is reckon-
ed the higheft, and commands a very noble and moft extenfive
profpect. The fca-pink grows upon it, and fea-thells have
The parith abounds with na-

been found on the fummit.
tural wood ; and there are a few plantations of pmes and
Scotch firs, Every cutting of the wood is fuppoled, at a mo-
derite computation, to yield the proprietors no lefs than
1. 15,000 or L. 16,000 {terling. They confhit of afh, birch,
Lazel, and alder, but chiefly vak. They abound with roes;
and, on one citate, fallow deer run wild in the woaods, of a
much fuperior {ize and flavour to any of their {pecies that are
confined in parks. There is a foreit in Glenetie, precty well
ftocked with red deer.  Foxes, hares, wild-cats, pole-cats,
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martins, weazels, otters, badgers, black cocks, moorfowl, ptar-
migans, paciridges, plovers, eagles, hawks, &c. are found here.

Natural Produélisns. The foil is light and dry, except in
a very few inftances. The arable land, when properly culti-
vated, and allowed time to refl for {ome refpite to recover it-
felf, produces excellent crops of oats, barley, and potatoes, of
a choice guality. Bur fhort leafes, and the promifcuous mode
of letting viCtual farms to feveral tepants, without afligning to
each his due proportion of arable ground, throw a damp upon
the efforts of induliry, and prevent the improvements which
would otherwife be introduced. Whereas, by adopting the
contrary practice, a fpirit of emulation would be excited, the
Iinds cultivated to more advantage than they are at prefent,
and a much greater number would be fupported by the pro-
duce. But it muflt be acknowledged that a remarkable alte-
ration {or the better, as to agricylture, has taken place within
thele few years ; and the parith of Ardchattan would produce
fufficient, for the maintenance of its inhabitants, if the te-
nants referved their barley for their own ufe, but they always
fell it to brewers, as it ferches a high price. This is not the
cafe with the parilh of Muckairn. About 1953, a company
from Lancathire ercfted a furnace for calting pig-iron, in its
vicinity, and obtained a long leafe of feveral farms for rearing
wood and grazing their work-horfes. Thelfe lie walte and un-
cultivated ; and occafion the importation of a confiderable
The crops raifed here are

quantity of meal.inro that diflricl.
Hemp

oats, barley, potatoes, and a fmall quantity of peafe.
and flux are cultivated only fer private ufe. A few fow ryca
grafs and clover, which yield ample returns.———"The manures
ufed here are lime, fhell-fand, fca-wecds, and dung.—The
Scotch plough is generally ufed, being well adapted to the
foil. There are 53 ploughs and 100 carts in this diltrict.

-3 1avion,

& The Ulversity of Edinburgn
The University of Glaggow



of Ardchattan and Muckairn. 177

Hiyfesy, Cattle, and Sheep.- The number of horles, ine
cluding breeding mares, at the lowelt corhputation, amounts
to 440 or 450. Though {mall, they are well fhaped, hardy,
and eafily fed. "Their price has advanced confliderably within
thele few years; thr:}r now coft from 10 to L. 12. In the
parith are from 2600 to 2800 black-cattle : though not of a
large fize,they are in general handfome and well haired, and in
great eftimation with the Enghth drovers. Numbers are fold
annually at from L. 4 to L. 6 each. Two five year old ftots, of
the Highland breed, fed by Mr Campbell of Barcaldine, were
raifed to fuch a fize as to fell for g0 guineas this year (1792).
—There are between 28,000 and 3e,000 fheep. The large
breed, brought {ome years ago from the fouth country, pro-
duce a greater quantity of wool, but are much inleriorin qua-
lity to the old Highland fheep. 'Thoufands are f{old yearly to
the low country butchers. “When a few are purchafcd by in-
dividuals, they fell for from 125. to rg4s. White wool fold
laft year at 7s. 6d. the flone ; wool belmeared with tar at
The deep

55. 0d.—8 flceces, on an average, to the ftone.
rooted prejudice againft fwine's flefh is now removed : moft
of the farmers rear fome of that fpecies, which, not 30 vears
ago, theyheld in the utmelt deteltation.

Rent, The wvalued renc is L. 87 :7:4 Scotch. The
real rent has increafed confiderably within thefe ten years, and
is fuppofid to be between L. 4,000 and L. g,0c0 fterling, ex-
clufive of the curting of the woods and the kelp thores. It is
difficult to afcertain the quantity of kelp made here, as the
fhores are o extenfive that one of the heritors can go upon his
own ground no lefs than ¢ computed miles along the fea-coall ;
moreover the kelp s fold to ftrangers, whe find their sccount

-in concealing the produce. Yew farms are let Lelow L. 6o,
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end fome pay more than L. 200 of rent, There are 4 heris
tors, 2 of whom conftantly refide *.

Foprlation.— According to Dr Webfter, the number of in-
habitants in the united parifhes amounted, in 1755, to 2195 :
now it has increafed to between 23c0 and 2400. But it ap-
pears that this diftri€t was better peopled a few years ago than
it is at prefent. 'Within thefe two or three years 140 perfons
emigrated from hence to America; and this year more are pre~
paring to follow, being much encouraged by the flattering ac
counts of the former emigrants. Several families have re-
moved to the low country, where the wages are high. The
principal caufe of the decreafe of population is the engroffing
and uniting feveral farms, and turning them into fheep-walks.
Farms that formerly fupported 8 or ¢ familics are now oc-
cupied by only 2 or 3, and, in fome places, folely by one
fhepherd. But, it muft be acknowledged, that the prefent
proprictors have given preference to the old pofleffors, and, in
feveral inftances, renewed their leafes at a cheaper rate, and
upon eafier terms, than have been offered to them by ftrangers.
~—The yearly average of births is 46 ; of marriages, 19 ; and
of deaths, 28.

Stipend, Schools, and Peer. The ftipend is 1400 merks

Seotch,

* All kinds of provifions are confiderably increafed in price. Asthere is no
public market, every family mull provide their own neceffaries. A fat cow
for flaughter, which 30 years ago could be Lought at L. 2 : 10, now colts 1.6,
‘Wethers, butter, cheefe, geefe, and hens, in proportion. Meal, at an aves
rage, is 10s. barley at 21s. per boll, at leaft. The day woapes of men labours
ers are I8 without viftuals; of mafons 1s. 64, and of wrights Is, 6d. Men-
fervants get from L.& to L.8 per annum; and female ditte, frem L. 3 to
L.3:10.
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Scotch, iacluding L. 40 Scotch for communion elements, and
7941 bolls of meal, with a glebe of 44 acres. There are 3 pla-
ces of worfhip, Ardchattan, Muckairn, and Inverguefechan
in Glenetie : at the laft a mifhonary, employed by the com-
mittee for managing the royal buunty, preaches alternately with
(ilenco and Glencreran.  Captain Duncan Campbell of Loch-
nell is patron. There are 2 parochial fchools, one in Ard-
chattan and the other in Muckairn, with a falary of L. xo fter~
Ling to cach, and the former alfo receives the intereft of L. 1000
Scotch. A fchool is eftablifhed in the lower part of Ardchat-
tan parith by the Society for propagating Chriftian Knowledge,
with a falary of L. 13 fterling ; and the fchoolmaflter’s wife has
from the Society L. 3 frerling, for teachiing young girls to fpin,
and knit {tockings, which is of great benefit to the parifh.
There are, belides, 3 or 4 private {chools in remote parts of
this diftrict, fupported by the neighbouring tenants, whole
children have not accefs to the public fchools. The number
of fcholars at all thefe, at the loweft calculation, amounts to
200 In winter, The number on the poor’s rollis 453 and
there is no fund for their fupport but the weekly collections and
dues of mort-cloths, the yearly amount of which does not ¢x-
ceed L. 17 or L. 18 j—a {um very inadequate to the wants

of the poor ¥.
L 2 Road -,

* A part of the walls of the old priory of Ardchattan, founded in the 13th
century by John M‘Dougal of that ilk, is Nlill flanding. The prefent pros
prietor’s dwelling houfe was formerly a part of the monaftery, and his offices
oocupy a great part of the Erm!nd vpon which it tood. “What now remains
of the pulory is converted intoe berying ground, in which are two moguments
in niches in the walls; each has a ftone coffin, and one of them is ernamentas
¢d with a font, and infeription in the Runijc charadter. On two graveftones are
effigics of priefls in their pontifical robes, with inferiptions in the fame charace
ter. There is a tradition, that in a parliamcnt held in this monaflery by
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Roads, Services, and Fucl.
repair, and have been greatly improved within thefe few years,
which renders the accefs eafy from all quarters ; but the bye
roads, efpecially fuch as lead to the glens, are rugged, {lippery,
and dangerous, lying in fome parts along the brink of precipi-

The public roads are in good

ces, and {o narrow that two men can hardly pafs each other.
The {tatute labour is converted into money. Some perfonal
fervices are {lill exacted, but they are not opprellive, requiring

only

King Robert Bruce, immediately after hiz deleats at Methven and Dalree, the
pleadings were in the Celtic Janguage.

In this diftri¢t ftood the famous city of Beregonium - it was {ituated hetween
two hills, one called Dun ATacfaichan, * the hill of Snachan's fon,”” and the o-
thf"l', miuch fupcrinr in I'ltight, i named Duw Sbarl an rfg.'!.l.,, “ the hill of the
“* king's town,”" A ftrect paved with common [tones, running from the foot
of the one hill to the other, is !l called Straidembaragaid, * the market
“ ftreet;"” and another place, at a hittle diftance, goes by the name of Straid
namauy ** the meal flreet.”  About 10 or IT years ago a man, cutting peats
in a mols between the two hills, found one of the wooden pipes that conveyed
the water from the onc hill to the other, at the depth of 5 feet below the
furface. On Dun Afacfuchan is a large heap of rubbifh and pumice {tones ; but
no diflin€t traces of any building or fortification can now be fren on either of
the hills, the foundations having been dug up for the purpofe of ere@ling hous
fes5in the ncighbourhoeod. I

There is a tradition, ameng the lower clafs of people, that Bereponium
was defllroyved by fire from heaven,  In confirmation of this tradition, it may
he mentioncd, that a high rock, near the fummit of Dun bbacf an righ, projudi-
ing and overhanging the road, has a volcanic appearance amd a maflt hide-
ous afpedt, Huge fragments Liave tumbled down from it.  Adjoining to this
plice, is a fine, open, fpacions bay, with a fandy bottom, capable of containing
the whole navy of Great Biitain.

It would be endlefs to enumerate all the Drvidical monurgents in this di-
ftrict  Many cairns and heaps of flones are to be feen here @ one, in parti-
l:l.],l.‘lr1I neay the centre of a [11:':']'3 mols ahont 3 or 4 miles in carcumference.  In
different places, are ftones rifing 12 feet above the {urface of the earth, all of
them one fingle flone; and, ata fmall diftance, a pumber of Large ftones fam,
20 o 22 fect inlenpth, of an oval fignre
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only 8 days work in the year at different periods. It is the in-
tention of the proprietors to abolith all perfonal fervitude,
which will tend to the mutual advantage of both mafter and

tenant, The only fuel ufed by the lower clafis is peats,
which lie in a very inconvenient fituation for many of the in-
habitants, and confume almoft the whole fummer in cutting,
leading, and {fveuring themn, Till the tax on coals is repaaled,
any attempt to introduce improvements or eftablith manufac-

tures in the Highlands, wiil be of no avail.

Mifeellancons Obfervations,—The people in general are fo-
ber, induftrious, and intelligent; much inchined to hofpitali-
ty 3 humane and charitable 5 ready to relieve the diftrefled,
from whatever quarter they may come. They are all of the
Eftablifhed church ; and pundtual in thar attendance on di-
vine worlhip. The farmers make a decent appearance ; {eem
to enjoy the comforts and conveniencies of life fuitable to
their ftation; and acknowledge that they have lels difliculty in
paying their rents (though confiderably increaled) than they
had 30 years ago. The people in general are middle fized,
well proportioned, and can endure great fatigus.—The com-
mon language is the Celtic : the names of all the farms are de=
rived from it, and arc in general deferiptive of their fituations.
—— Loch-Etie, which divides Ardchattan from Muckairn
and two other pmifhes, is a navigable inlet of the fea, 15 come
puted miles m length, butof unequal breadth. Near its mouth
it a narrow channel, nor much more than a mufguet-thot over,
at a place called Connel, fignifying in the Celiic, rage or fury;
. which is very deferiptive of this place, as a nidge of rugged
and uneven rocks runs acrofs two-thirds of the channel, and
pccalions, at certain periods of the ebbing or flowing tide, fuch
a rapid current that no veflfel with the frefhelt breeze can {tem it,
In the beginning of the food, the tide runs up with a boifterous

- rapidiry,
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rapidity, and at ebb, it returns with a violence and noife unea
qualled by the loudeft cataract. Bat there is fufficient depth
of water, between the ridge of rocks and the land on the weit
fide, for veficls of any fize or burden tg pafs and repafs with
fafety in the beginning of flood orebb, There is a ferry here,
and notwithftanding its alarming appearance, one of the fafeft
in Scotland, as no accident has happened at it in the remem-
brance of any man living.

The fides of Loch-Etie are pleafant; indented into creeks
and bays, affording {afe anchorage in any wind whatever; de-
!igh:i'u[hr variegated with hill and dale, meadows and corn-
fields, wood and water. There are feveral falmon fifheriss on
its fhores; and it abounds with {mall red cod and cuddiess
and, in fome feafons, a few herrings are caught in it. Seals
are its conflant inhabitants ; and porpoifes vifit it in the lat
ter end of April, and take leave of it about the clofe of July.

The tide flows fix hours, and takes the fame time to return :
it runs from Connel in a 8, E, direftion to Bonawe, and, after
running along the north [ide of Cruachan-bean, bends its courfe
M. E. till it terminates in Glenetie, i. €. the valley of Eta, famous
forbeing the refidence of Ufnath, father of Nathos, Althos, and
Ardan ; the Arft of whom ran away with Darthula, wife of

Conquhan, King of Ulfter inIreland, which is the fubjelt of

a beautiful poem of Offian. Many places in and about the

loch and valley of Eta confirm, beyond a poflibility of doubt,

that fuch people were once refident there. In particular, a

fmall ifland, with fome veftiges of a houfe upon it, goes by
the name of Elain Ufnick, or the ifland of Ufnath. There is
alfo, in the farm of Dalnefs in Glenetie, a rock rifing in the .
form of a cone, on the end of a high hill, commanding a ro-
mantic prolpect, which to this day retains the name of Gria-

nan Dearduil, the bafking place of Darthula,
NUMBER
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