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NUMBER XXXV.

PARISH OF LOTH

(PRESEYTERY OF DORNOCH, SYNOD OF SUTHER-
LAND AND CAITHNESS, COUNTY OF SUTHER-

LAND.)

By the Rew. Mr. Georce MFCorrocn.

Lxtenty, Rivers, Yifberies, 80

HE parifh of Loth lies on the N. fide of the Murray Firth,

‘I'he arable or inhabited part is bounded by the fea on

the 5. and 3. E. and on the N, aird N. W. by a ridge of high
mountains running parallel to the fhore. The longth of the
parifh is 14 miles, and the breadth, where broadeft, not above
3, and in fome places not § of a mile. The river of Helmi-
dal, in the Celtic Avsmumliie, near the northern cxtremity of
this diftrict, iffues from a number of lakes in the parith of Kil-
donnan; the moft diftant of which, for they are joined toge-
ther, borders on Serathnaver, in the parith of Far.  Its courle,
from the laft lake to the fea, is from N. W. to 5. E. for the
length of about 20 miles. It is a pity there is no bridge at
Helmfdale 3 as all travellers, to and from Caithnels and Ork-
ney, are obliged to crofs the river, which they do either by a

ford, or in a paffage-boat; but in 4 fpeat, the one method is im-
practicable,
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212 Statiftical Account

Fraﬂiﬂab]{‘, and the other very ditheult. About a mile from
the mouth of the river are cruives for intercepting the {ilmon;
and the privilege of fifling here is rented from the Sutherland
family by a company, for L. 133 flerling per annum. This
company has of late erefted a boiling houfe at Helmfdale,
where not only the falmen of that river, but likewife thofe of
Brora and Shin, are boiled for the lLondon market. The ri-
ver of Loth, nzar the other extremity of the parith, has no
nermanent fource, and very little water in fummer. It rifes
in the neighbouring mountains 3 and has two branches which
meet at a fmall village called the Glen, about a mile above the
place were it falls into the {fea. This Glen, or Glen-loth, is
a fmall farm, fitter for producing grafs than corn, and has
for a long time paft been the refidence of one tenant; but of
late, feveral families have begun to build and take up their re-
fidence to the N. of the old farm houfe, and to extend their
cultivation towards Duchal. ‘FThe number of inhabitants at
prefent in this traét, which may be called the highlands of
the parifh, including men, womcn, and children, amounts
to 68 or 70 fouls. Iiis upon the {pot where the hunting houfe,
imentioned by the late Mr Alexander Pope, minifter of Reay,
in his account of Sutherland and Caithnels, publifhed in the
A ppendix to Pennant’s Tour, ftood, that one of thefe colonits
has pitched his tent, by which that monument of antiquity
Ts defiroyed. The Pi&tith caftle of which Mr Pope fpeaks, is
on the N. fide of the river, about a furlong below the place
where the two branches meet; a little below this building, 1s
the catara€t he mentions. It 1s impoilible to conceive what
could induce him to talk of fine fifhing in the river Loth, for
there is no fuch thing, though, perhaps, afalimon might have
been caught in it occalionally, or by accident. One fummer,
the Helmi{dale company employed a boat and crew forabout 2

months in the mouth of the Loth : they caught {everal {almon 5
2 but
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Lat the fuccefs was not fuch as to tempt them to coatinue
their operations,  This river fulls into the fea, in a chann.l
cut through a rock 2o fuet high, by Lady Jane Gordon, Coun-
vofs of Sutherland *.  Before this channel was cut, the courfe
of the Loth wis eaftward through the low grounds of Crakag
and Lothmore.  This river is very rapid, and, fometimes im-
paflible mn [peats 3 upon thefe ovcafions it is more formidable
to travellors than Helmifdale, becaufe on the latter there iz a
paflage boat, whereas on the former there is no refource but
to encounter the ftream. A Caithnefs poft was drowned in
attempting to crofs it in 1755, and an excife officer’s fervant
penithed in it in the fame way foon afterwards. ‘There are
four rapul hurns in the parifh to the 5. of Helinfdale, belides
the burn of the Ord to the N. of it; in the laft a young man
and his wife pertlhed in a {peat, being carried down by the
ftream over a high precipice, about 20 years ago. The rivers
and burns ahound in trout.  The road through the parith is
dry, and would anfwer well for travellors on horfeback and
o footy if there were bridges over thofe {treams; but it is

fet add .s.pte:'l for whecl CaTTiages.

S dy Aivawe, Produco —Thefuil is genexally goed, and the a-
cable part of it in contlant culture, produing a crop every year,
as far back s the incnory of the oldeft menor even thairiathers,
AN the tackinen and tenants have one half of thew arable
Lard in bear, and the vibier ladf i eats and peate. The bear
Lind g ts two furrows and is manured, but that for ous and
peafe sets only one furrow without manure; {o that the land
is manurad every fecond year. The ordinary manure, and what
anfwers bell for bear iz fea-ware, but it is believed to have hi-

Vor. VI. Rr tle

* This ufeful work was executed by that lady, during her fon*s minaiity,
Sue wae hkewifl the fiedl that began to dig for coal, at Brora in the neigh-
beaing panfh of Clyue,
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tle effeét on the fecond crop, fo that in moft places the oats
turn to a poor account 3 they are allo frequently infefted with
a kind of {mzll vetch that over-runs the ground and deftroys
the crop. Some years the peafe anfwer extremely well, but
at other times they entirely fail. The {fame may be faid of the
beans, of which a few 2re fown inftead of oats or peafe in
deep or very wet grounds. The great dependence of the farm-
ers, therefore, is upon the bear, of which the parith yields
near 3000 bolls vearly. When well drefled, each boll is {el-
dom below 18 ftone weight, and often a {tone or two more.
The foil in fome places is faid to be well adapred for lint, but
hitherto the attempts to rear that ufeful plant have been few
and feeble, and thercfore not followed by any bencficial effeéls.
There is very little pafiure ground in the low parts of the pa-
rifh, and therefore few cows are maintained in it in fummer.
A great quantity of potatoes are raifed, hardly an inhabitant
of the parifh but has a plantation of that ufeful root, which is
generally planted after a crop of bear, and prepares the ground
for another crop of grain. The deer of the foreft of Steitil
are very troublefome to the people of the glen in fummer and
harveft, by eating their corn.

Renty, Stipend, &'c.—~~The Countefs of Sutherland has the
whole property of the parith, but there are 6 wad-fetters, of
whom 2 refide. Several gentlemen of property have taken farms
in the parifh; thefe farms are provided with good houfes and
offices, and fome are inclofed with ftone dykes. Some tackf-
mnen have the whole, and others a part, of their victual-rent
converted at ros. per boll. The valued rent is L.2264:4:8
Scotch. The real rent is in viftual 83 bolls, 1 firlot, 3 pecks,
and 2 lippies, in money L.288 : 12 : 1 # fter. and the fithing on
the river of Helmi{dale the third part of L. 400, or 1. 133:6: 8
fter. all which, converting the vi€tual at 10s. per boll, amount

L=
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toL.713:13:55% fter. The ftipend, including L. 50 Scotch
for communion elements, is L. 26 : 7 : 0+ {ter. and § chalders
of bear. The fchoolmafter’s falary is only 100 merks Scotch,
and there was no proper fchool houfe till laft year, on
which account the parifh frequently wanted a {choolmaf-
ter. At prefent there 15 a decent fchool-houfe, and betwixt
g0 and 4o {cholars attend it. The regillers of baptifms and
marriages have hitherto been ill kept, and frequently negleét-
ed. The number of baptifms, at an average, amount to about
40, of marriages 24, and of burials 16. There is no fund for
the poor but the weckly colleétions, which are very {mall, little
is given in filver, and the copper is frequently bad. Thetenants
give their alms in meal at their houfes or at the mills, and the
gentry are frequently their own almoners. "There are § mil-
lers, 3 fimiths, and 7 or & wrights; but fome of them have
land, and hardly any have conftant employment in their dif-
ferent departments.  There arc alfo taylors, fhocmakers, and
weavers ; but thefe, for the moil part, are likewiic labourcrs
and cottars. There are 2 or 3 pedlars that import from Aber-
deen or Glafgow fuch things as the common people have oc-
cafion for; bur hardly one of them depends entircly on that
commerce for his living .

Rra Fifberies,

* All the tenants, cottars, and fithers, pay bodily fervice, or what is called
carriages, to the landlord or tackfinen. The incumbent having applied to a
parthuner in whofe knowledge and integrity he had great confidence, for infor-
mation on this fubjcét, received this anfwer: * Your inquirics as to fervices
* or carria cs performed by the fubtenants and cottars on my farm, in confu-
quence of Sir John Smcliar’s Statiflical guenes, having fuggelted the follows
ing thoughts cn that fubjed, you are at liberty to ufe them 2z you pleafe.
Whatever the nature and extent, uie or abufe of fervices were formerly, 1
belivwe they are now gencrally a kind of commutation-ient, which the
poflifTors of narrow and detached fputs of arable or grals ground, on the

out=fhirts
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Fifberies, Fuel and Minerals.—Some years ago, there were

feveral fithing boats and crews of fithers in the parifh, but now
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out-fkirts of a property or farm, pay by mutual agrcement to the pro-
prietor or tacksman in licu of money or viflual rent, or in part of the
rent. The fervices performed by fuch as pay no other rent are always
perfonal, and commenly not limited to a certain number of days, though
reftriCted ta certain feafons of the year, and to pagticular kinds of work,
viz. [hearing in harveft ; carrying the corn from the ftacks to the barns in
the winter 3 delving or turning with a fpade fuch corners or angles of a
field as the plough cannot reach, in fpring; planting potatoes, cutting or
fpreading peats, and weeding in the fields and gardens, in fummer. As
thefe fervices, however, and the culture of their own fmall pollefhons,
take up but little of their time, and us the produce of fuch pofifcilions,
commeonly does not ferve to maintain the poffelfors, they fublift chiefly,
the mea, by being employed as day-labourers by their maifter or the
ncighbouring farmers ; the women, by fpinning lint or wool for private
families, ov fuch as are concerned in manufaétures.

* But the fervices of fuch as pay either money or viftual-rent aie coms
monly [imited to a certain number of days; and the work which they
with their cattle are bound to perform, is fpecified, fuch as plnughing or
carrying manure, cutting and carrying home a limited guantity of peats,
and fhearing or flacking corn and hay.  When thefe fervices are performe-
ed faithfully and cheerfully, and when the mafter, whether proprictor or
tacksman, demands po more than an equivalent for what rent the ground
fo pofleffcd is worth, both parties are bencfited by the bargaing as the
mafter could not always get his work fo quickly or fo cheaply done by any
ather hands, and as it is eafier for malt of our fmall tenants and cottars
to pay the whole or part of their remt by thew perfonal labour, or that
of their cattle, than to pay the full value of their pofleflions in money or
victval. I know that this opinion of mutuzl advantage from fervices has
been controverted, and the pradtice in peneral condemmned as oppreflive
by our fouthern neighbonrs ; nor will I deny, that where fiich manufaliures
are cftablithed as are fit to cmploy perfons of both fexes and all ages;
and that, in the neighbourhood of towns or populous manufacturing vil-
lages, where a farmer could get any number of labourers wanted for a par-
ticular purpofe for a few days, the fmall tenants and cottars might find
it more for their interef to pay a proportional rent without any fervices ;

and the proprictor or tacksman mighet bring his outhelds to a better
' P % agcount,
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there is only one crew, and the remains of another; and
though they go fomcetimes to £21 with fanll lines, their fub-
Ltence does not depend on their fuceels in Bihing ; there are
{feveral sther fmall boats, in which the tenants and cottars fith
occalionally with lumnd lines, near the fhore, when the wea-
ther and ther other bufinels permits them to be fo employed.
For the two years pail, the inhabitants derived lirde advantage
in the way of Githing from their vicinity to the fea, as they had
not their ufval fuccefs 3 but appearances begin now to be
more favourable. — It is an erdinary cultom with the fithers
on the fouth fide of the Firth, and on the Firdis of Invernefs
and Cromarty to repair to the coall of the parith of Loth to
fith in the fpring and fummer feaflons, whence they generally
varry home their boats fuily loaded. The coall i in fome pla-
ves Yoo hy, in odhers, a fundy beachs Pliere are foveral boat-
lowvbours on the fhore, bur that of Calzour is accountod the
peil. Connoitliurs Ly, thet o picr for Hops could be ercéed

aL

* avcownt, than by letting them fn occifionad Godorss Tt where there
*oate neather populean tow s oos wiflages 1o noshbonrchond, nor manefacs
» twees of any kind atroduccd, oseept porhaps o brtle £ a.ag of bint, and
“ whore the conntiy s at the Sme tme populous in propoeteoen 1o the des
“ mand for Libowong and to the means of idbfiflence, e ro wher alier-
onateve i the pewer of Jmall propociors o tec ks, 1a00 b e W
*laa thow poor peopde to centinue i thea poflotfions as 7w Wy on egui-
“otalde teemisy o by tamoen s, them biom, ! deprnang them of, prafint
* means ef fulhibopee, to lorce them to omiy aton or bopearye Which of
v thefe altermatses is moft confiffent wath the toclines o0 humanity, &1 meil
* likely to be conduchve to the public anterctt, 15 not Difoalt to determunc.,
* Ias devoutly to be walled that manofedtuing vl s wore eftathihod in
* overy eotner of our country, fo that the lowar Jdats of prople mzle have
“ itwn thoewr powca either to continue as they are, or to carn their bveliheod
*entircly as day hibowers, or by carrpma on fome olcful branch of manu-
* fatture  Aftor all, a foew onle sre th indulpent to the poor as my conres
fpondent, yet they fium to cmoy Lic undu thofi thet treat them wich
feventy,
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318 Statiftical Account

at a very moderate expence in that bay. In the fummer time,
the people fifh fand eelsin the fand, and lobfters and erabs a-
mongit the rocks in the ebb.  Fucel is an expenfive article on
account of the diftance of the peats, and the badnefs of the
road ; fo thar all the pears are carried home in back loads on
horfes. Some of the gentlemen have of late begun to import
coal, which though dear, they have found to be very conveni-
ént. ‘There are quarries of ime flone and free flone on the
fhore ; as allo lume detached blocks of a very hard and beauti-
ful kind of granite, which Jones, who travelled the country
lately in quelt of natural curiofities, {ays, is fulceptiole of a
fine polith, and the beft he ever faw except the Italian. There
are fome rocks of parrot-coal in the fea under Crakag, which
are accellible at ebb. The bell-ware on the fhore is cut every

third year, and made into kelp.

Population, Herfes, Cattle, and Skeep.—— As there are no
manufactures or filheries eftabliflied in the parith, or any im-
provements in agriculture introduced, the number of inhabi-
tants has not increaled or diminiflied much fince the com-
mencement ol the prelent century. There is a yearly emi-
gration of young people of both fexes to the fouth of Scot-
land ; few of whom roturn. No account has been kept of
thefe emigrants, and thercfore their number cannot be ex-
aftly afcertained. It appears Ly 2 diereet of loeality in
1322, that the number of catechizable perfons ac that time
wasg looo. The return to I)r Webiterin 1745 was rrg3 fouls.
And in {pring 1591, the number of the whole inhabitants a-
mounted to 1370. They purchafe yearly foveral horfus at
the Dornoch markets, as the manuring the ground with fea-
ware, which, as well as peats, they carry on horfe back loads,
occalions a great confumption of that fpecies, of which there

are about sco in conflant work, and very few of them are
reared
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reared in the parifh itfelf. Befides thefe, the gentiemen keep
riding-horfes, which are occafionally uled in the harrow ; fome
of the tack{men have likewile begun to ufe carts and wains
for carrying manure, but that method of labouring has hither-
to made very little progrels. There is a good deal of the land
ploughed with horfes, but {till more with oxen, of which there
are about 300 kept for that purpofc alone. The number of
milch cows is above 200, and that of theep, betwixt 1 o0 and
2050. There are likewife a good many {wine reared; they
are all confumed in the parifh.

Alsfcellanesus Obfervations.~The climate feems to be upon
the whole healthy., The people in general Jive to a good old
age, though they are not inflancesof remarkable longevity here.
The molt commeon difcafes, eipecially amongll thele of advan-
ced life, are coughs, afthmas, and the rheumatiim. As to the
moraland religrous charadlerof thecommon people, theyare ge-
nerally fober, ferious, and induflri ‘us, attentive to their bufinefs
and credit, humane in their deportment, refpeétful to their fu-
periors, and ready to fhew kindnefs to firangers. No doube
there are exceptions, c¢fpecially amongft the lowelt clafs; of
whom there are many addifled to pilfering, when they expedt
to efcape deteftion, or to come off with impunity. The bet-
ter fort have an high veneration for the forms of religion, and
are very fbiict in the exercifes of devotion in their families,
and in artendance on public worfthip, of which there is no form
but that of the eftablithed church in the parith.  This uni-
formity of opinion as to dectiine and worthip is not confined
to this parith, but extends over all the country ;3 which is an
uncommon appearance in a free nation, and amonglt protef-
tants, not owing to any thing peculiar in the inhabitants of Su-
therland, but entirely, to their local fituation, and external cir-
cumftances. However though there be no open fchifin to di-

I vidz
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vide them in public worthip, they have their lay-leaders, fome,
of the:holdeit and moit conceited {peakers at fellowthip meets
ings,, whom they implicitly believe, merely on' account of &
theic high pretenfions and affe@ed fandtity, by which they im.
pole upon the peopie, and frequently miflead them. Of late .
they have begun to keep. fellowfhip meetings 3mnngﬂ: thems-
. felves, without the prefence of 4 minifter. To thefe meetings: '
they covene at certain fised periods from differens pil’ifhe;,.if}'_._'
propofe queftions in divinity, explain fcriptures, and giverzi
fan&tion to any doélrines or opinions that.are confidered. s

orthodox by the prefiding faint.——The evil confequences of i
thefe méetings on the-heads and hearts of the people are bew 2
gun to be too clearly feen by the clergy ; but they have not’
been able as yet to devife a method of {uppreiing them; 1£
they are allowed to-proceed, it is not eafy. to fay, in what th:y
will terminate at laft®. £

* The remains of feveral Pictith boildings are to be-feen 3 one on the fdfe,
velow the church, which with its out-works, covered a great extemts gt
ground, is almolt cffaced, 23 moil of the flones ufed in building the manfe-
and church were dug out of its ruins, as were likewiie very lately the Soneg:

af a farm huui’:. In digging thefe laft Ir:vcnl deer<horns and human bnnm
were found. ey

A green mote ftood on the banks of the river of Loth, which the gmtrft-"- §
man that now polfefles Lothbeg ordersd ro-be dug up. There appeared.
s fubterraneous dwelling, furrounded on the outfide with large flat flomesy..
which ftem to have madea part of the wall; the rubbifh was cleared awhp. /S80er
2nd the ftones left in the fame (tuation in- which they were in the old..far" : w
brick, L

Ia an adjacent field, the fame gentleman having ordered the ground to be hfﬁﬁ
cleared of fome cairns, in order to inclofe it, there were two [tone-coffins i :
found, and in them feveral ormsof clay-ware, which the workmen broke:
with their {pades before they difcovered: them. On the fhore, in feverak =r=tui
places where there was a beautifcl furface of grals about 36 years age, breagke -
es have been mads by fand-blowing, that have difcovered about ten or twtl"l’F-' ' .ﬁ

¥

feet below that furface, of which fome detached fpets remain, ag aren of - =
X _ Bod
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There have been only three Prefbyterian minifters in the
parifh, prior to the prefent incumbent. The firlt was M.
Robert Robertfon, who was fettled in 19719 or 1718, and
tranfported to Lddertoun in Rofs-thirs in 1930, It was dur-
ing the miniftry of this gentleman, and from this parifh, that
the laft unbappy woman that fuffered tor witcheraft in Scot-
lahd was cxecuted. She was burnt at Dornoch; and the
common people entertain ftrong prejudices againit her relati=
ons to this day.

fand, on which are cairns of (tones clofe by one another, which appear-evi-
dently to have been heaped up to cover dead bodies, fome of whofe bones
are {till to be feen, A number of thefe tumuli lic on the (hore of Weller
arty, which is fuid to have been the field of o bloody battle, betwixt the
Sutherland andCaithaels men ; the patticilars of this engagerhent, under the
name ol Stremruniie, vfcd to be a frequent and familiar fubjedt of converfation
in the young days of the oldet men in the parith ; but they themiclves re-
member nothing but the tradition of tle battle, On this fpot are the re-
mains of an edifice refembling the other Pictith buildings in the parith; in
which was found fome years ago, the catire fkeleton of 2 man, who, by the
fize and length of the bones, mult hiave far exceeded in bulk the common
{tandard of the prefent days., There is a pretty extenlive pliih id the moor
above Garty, to the well of Helmfdale, which is fuid to have been the feld
of another battle, fought ot an carlier period thanthat of Strenrunkic. A num-
ber of tumuli are ftill to be feen in this plice which is called Lonribomeafh, In
a valley, betwixt twe high hills, is a large ftdne fixed in the ground, and
{tandio pretty ercdt, evidently ruifed by art, as it is of a cvlindrical form, and
more than ten feet high above the level of the pround ; it has no difternible
lafcription, or carving of any fort; neither is there any tradition as to the
cunfe for which it was cre€ted.  Ncear it are etlrer twa fones of 3 {maller
fize erefted in the fame manner.

Ver. VI g / NUMPER
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