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NUMBER XXIII
PARISH OF URRAY.

(Counties of Rofs and Invernefs.——Prefbytery of Ding-
wall.—-Synod of Refs.)

By the Reverend Mr JorN DownNiE.

Name, Situation, and Extent.

"RRAY is compofed of the united parifhes of Urray
and Kilchrift. The former feems to derive its name

from its local fituation. The church and burying-ground
lie onalarge plain, on the banks of the rapid river Orrin, near
its conflux with the Connon., The Orrin has, in the courfe
of ages, evidently fhifted its bed, and its paflable fords, through
every part of that plain, and would repeat its ravages almoft
every {eafon, were it not reftrained by the annual exertions
of the furrounding proprietors. Hence it is probable, the
name is derived from Ur-a, the new ford., Kichriff is evi-
dently Gelia Chriftr, a burying-ground confecrated to Chrifti—
It is fitnated chicfly in the county of Reofs: A finall part of
it lies in Invernefs-thire, It extends from the Frith of Beauly
on the fouth, to the north fide of the river Connon, about
7 Englifh miles in a ftraight line, nearly from fouth to north.
Its breadth on the banks of the Connon, from eaft to weft, is
about 6 Englifh miles, but does not exceed 3 towards the
fouthern boundary, along the Frith of Beauly. 7The inter-

mediate fpace lines the foot of the great chain of mountains
which
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which extend from thence to the weft coaft of Scotland.
There is a daveck of land belonging to this parith in the
valley of Strathconnon, in the bofom of the weltern moun-
tains, at the diftance of 10 computed, or 18 Englifh miles.
It is furrounded by the parifh of Contin, and forms a part of
the miffion in that parifh.

Surface, Soil, and Climate.—The general face of the parifh
prefents a pifturefque view of corn-fields, intermixed with
barren muir; clumps of natural wood *, rapid ftreams, large
plantations around gentlemen’s feats, with different vicws of
the two beautiful Friths of Dingwall and Beauly, which,
as canals formed by the hand of nature, and penetrating
for upwards of 20 miles into a populous country, invite
the merchant and manufafturer to fettle on their banks.——
‘The foil is as various as the general face of the ground;
but, on the whole, is warm, dry, and produétive. The
fields on the flopes of the rifing grounds are compara-
tively of a richer foil than the low ground, except a part of
the eftate of Lovat, which once belonged to the priory of
Beauly, and is a deep, rich, carfe ground. The plains abound
with pebbles, from 4 to 6 or 8 pound weight, evidently
rounded by frittion, and intermixed with beds of dry fand
and gravel. Hence a confiderable part of the low ground is
barren dry muir, praducing only a fhort heath ; and the arable
land (with a few exceptions) of inferior quality to that on the

high lands. On one eftate there are feveral fmall hollows

furrounded
e

# Fvery little burn and meadow prefents a bufh of natural
wood, canfifling moltly of aller, interfperfed with ath. There
are a few bufhes of birch, fome oaks and willows. Around

entlemen’s feats there are to be feen larpe plantations of firs,

% iand other foreft treea. They continue to plant every year, par-
" wcularly Mr Mackenzie of Seaforth, who rears an extenlive nur.
fery for that purpole.
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furrounded by this dry barren foil, which {eem to have been
once fmall lakes, but are now filled with peat mofs. On the
bottom of feveral of them fome ftrata of fhell marl have
been found. Thele phenomena {eem to prove the exifience
of a general deluge, by which thefe ftones have been round~
ed, and the fhells depofited. There are no lakes or fwampy
ground in the parifh, except one lirge meadow on the banks
of the Connon.—'The air is dry, and free from noxious va-
pours, which conduces greatly to the healthfulnefs of the
climate. No part of the common road, between the Frith of
Beauly and the river Connon, (which is almoft the whole
length of the parifh), feems to be above go feet higher than
the furface of the fea. It is defended on the ealt from the
ftorms of the German Ocean by a tralt of country, upwards
of 20 miles in extent, towards Tain and Cromarty, on the
north by the hill of Weavas, and on the welt by the great
chain of mountains firetching to the weft coaft. It is worth
remarking, that the weflern mountains make the weather al-
ternately foul and fair on the eaft and weft burders of them,
in {ome meafure fimilar to the monfoons on the Malabar and
Coromandel coafts. The weft and fouth-we winds blow
moft frequently, during which it generally rains on the weft

"coaft, and is fair weather on this fide of the hills ; or, at

moft, there are only flight occafienal thowers. On the other
hand, the eaft wind uniformly brings rain or fleet on the caft
coaft; but the ftorm dies away in the intermediate hills, and
there is dry weather and funfhine on the weil coaft.

Apriculture, Produce, and Cattle.—Barley, oats, and pota-
toes, arc the principal crops ®*. Molft of the gentlemen have

inclofed

* In the diftrict of which this is a part, from Invernefs

round by Beauly to Dingwall, grain fells higher than in any
other
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inclofed their farms ; and, by putting them-into a rotation of
fallow, corn, and green crops, give a laudable example in
agriculture ¢o their tenants. TFhey ufe the Englith plosgh
with two horfes, withoyt a driver, with moft' of -the other
inftruments of hotbandry ufed in the Lothians. - The tenants,
kowever, have not yet furmounted their prejudices in favour of
old cuftoms, and are fatisfied with following the mode ufed
by their grand-fires, except in the cultyre of potatoes, -.which
has raken place only within the laft 30 years. The lands are
ftill open ; nor do they {hew any defire to have them inclo-
fed. They vfe a plough peculiar to the country, drawn for
the meft part by fix {fmall oxen, or by two horfes and four
oxen., Almolt every kind of carriage is performed with
carts ®. The wheels are timber tumblers, bought at about 25,
the pair, on which are placed frames for the different pur-
pofes, made by the tenants themfelves Horfes are the on-

ly

-

cther place in the north of Scetland. 'The reafon is, that it
abowunds with licenced fislls, which confume the barley, [t is
the nearell corn country to a large extent of the welt ¢oaft and
Mid Highlands. The Highlanders are fupplied from thence
with cat-meal and whitky : Hence confiderable guantities of
bariey and oat-meal are imported by the Friths of Dingwali
and Beauly to a fure and ready marBet Home-made barley
of crops 1789 and 1990 fuld at 18s, per boll. At the fame
time, barley fold in Murray at 16s. and 16s. 6d. QOat-meal
of thefe crops fold at from 16s. to 8s. g flones barley of
crop 1791, fells ar from 18s. 6d. to 20s. per boll. Potatoes
generaliy fell at from 6d. to 8d. a peck; beel, fromzd. 1o 4d. a
pound ; mutton and pork at 23 d.; a hen at 6 d, ; chickens at
2d. l:ach, epgs at 13 d. per dozen; a wedder of the country

breed at 6s.

* The great number of cottagers affords labourers, who .are
emplayed by the proprietors in improving their farms. The
common hire is 6d. a day. In harvell, men and women earn
6d. and, in fome places, their mamtcnanuc. Common men-
fervants are hired at gl. a year, women at 1l 10s. Several
young people of both fexes, and fome married men, go to the
I'l:}l}th country to earn harvelt wages, and return the beginning
of winter.
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1y cattle whofc numbers can be afcertained with the greateft
precifion. The tenants (of whom there are 120) kecp, at an
average, 4 horfes each. Some of the cottagers have from x
to 3 horfes. Hence they may be eftimated at 6oo. They
are fmall, but hardy, and are rearcd by the wefltern High.
landers, and fold at our markets. T'he price, till lately, was
from 31 to 41. Within the Jaft two years, the fouth conn-
try drovers have raifed the price from 15s. to 20s: a head.
‘The average value may be computed at 31, It will not be
far wide of the truth to eftimate the number of black cattle
at 10 head each tenant, including his oxen ; and each mailer
at 1, which will amount to 1448, worth 4qos. each at an
average. Both horfes and black cattle are fent to graze in
the weftern hills, from May to Michaelmas, at about 1s. 6 d.
per bead.  Of late, fince fheep-farming is become prevalent
in the Highlands, the price of grazing low country cattle is
raifed to 2s. Horfes are returned in July to bring home
fuel. If the weather admit eof that fervice being foon perd
formed, they are fent back:. The refiding heritors kecp
about 40 draught horfes, worth 151, each, and 250 black
cattle, worth gl. at an average, befides riding horfes and

wheel carriages.

Rivers and Fifh,—The Beauly empties itlelf into the Frith
of that name at the 5. W, point of-the parifh, and cannot be
faid to belong to it. The Connon interfedts the parifh near
the north end, and is compofed of four great branches *.

Vor. VIL Ii The

* There is a fpring on the bank of the Connon, near the welt
end of the parilh, {trongly impregnated with fulphur. The
waler is as clear as any other fpring, but {melis like the feour.
ihgs of a foul gun. It is faid to partake of the nature of Har.
1owgate watery and ta be ufeful in feorbutic complaints amd:
rheumatifm. It is of the fame kind with the much frequented

fpring of Strathpefler, in the neighbourhood.
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The Orrin, running from the 8. W. falls into the Connen
at Urray, and ioterfeéts the parith from fouth to north.
About two miles weflt from Urray, the Garve falls in on the
north fide, which running from W. N. W. rifes on the con-
fines of Lochbroom, Thence g iniles farther welt is the
junétion of the other two branches, the Meig and the Lich-
art. ‘The former rifes on the borders of Lochcarron to the
W. 5. W.; and the fource of the latter is on the confines of
Gairloch to the well. —The Connon abounds in faimon and
pike. It has few trouts, except fea-trout in the months of
July and Auguft. A Company from Berwick farms the fal-
mon ffhing, along with feveral other fithings in the neigh.
bourhood, During the fpring months, and beginning of
fummer, they fend confiderable quantities of kitted falmon to
the Londen miarket 3 but are kind enough, (though againft
their own intereft), to indulge the neighbouring families
with a competency for their tables at 2 d. a pound. But the
body of the people are more indebted for their fupport, to the
fhoals of herrings, which, for the inolt part, appear annually
in the Frith of Leauly, at the ferry of Keffock., They vifit
us in the beginning of harvelt, and fometimes continue till
February. They arc fmraller and leaner than thofe caught
on the welt coaft, and therefore unfit for the foreign market,
From 14 to 22 fcore were fold for 6 d. in the year 1791.
They ferve the adjacent parts of the counties of Rofs, Inver-
nefs, Nairn, and Moray. People from the braes of Banff,
Aberdeen, and Perth fhires, come to purchale them, It is
{aid, that, in tiwe beginning of the ﬁ!h\ﬁng, their entrails have

produced oil equal in value to the prime coit.

Luel, Roads, and Bridges,—DMoft of the eftates have mofics
on the adjacent hills, yet the proprietors, in general, ufe
¢oals along with peats in their own houfes. Except on one

eftate,
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eftate, the mofles are at fuch a diftance, that only two
draughts can be got home in a fummer’s day. 'The roads
are {teep. No part of a farmer’s work exhaufls his horfes fo
much as the leading of his peats, and that at the time his
horfes ought to be at grafs. Were that impolitic and oppref-
five duty at the Red-head taken off, it were cheaper for the
pooreft tenant in this parifh to burn coals, than to wear out
bis hories leading peats, The poorer part of the cottagers
muft therefore fatisfy themfelves with fandy clods picked
from the adjacent moors with the breaft fpade.—The great
north road * leading to Sutherland and Caithnefs pafies
through this parifh, and is kept in excellent repair. The
county road, leading to the weft Highlands, was made about
30 years ago, and is kept in tolerable repair as far as the pa-
rith extends. A road begins in this diftrict leading to Fort-
refe, and another to Cromarty, both eaftward, befides crofs
roads. The whole were made, and are kept in repair by the
fiatute labour, The gentlemen of the county, availing them-
felves of the plenty of hands, are attentive to this branch of
police.-~There are two bridges ; onc of {lone over a branch
of the Orrin ; another over the Orrin itfelf, of timber ;3 both
built at the expence of the county.

N an agﬁfi"m'ﬂ.

® There are fome flones flanding on end, about g feet above
the ground necar Beauly, on the fide of the great norin road, Ge-
veral cairns or barrows have been lately opened, where human
bones were found ; and the remains of offenlive armour made
of copper, which the gentleman who found them {fent to the
Society of Antiquaries at Edinburgh. In 4 barrow opened at
Braban Caftle, an urn was found containing fmall preces of
bones, but was unluckily broken by the inattention oif the la-
bourers. It was made of burnt ciay, and beauciully varmihed
over both within and without, The tower of Fanbun remiads
one of that barbarous peyiod, when every great man found ig
neceflary to hive in a fortrefs.
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Manufallures.—~—EBmall fpots of lint are to be feen on every
farm. Moft of the inhabitants rear fheep, for their wool.
They manufafture both the wool and the lint for their own
ufe, or for home fale ; but neither in fufficient quantity for their
own confumpt. A great deal of Englith cloth is every Sun-
day feen at church. The only article in this and the neigh-
bouring parithes, that can be called a manufalture, is diltilling
of aquavitae. ‘There are ¢ licenced ftills in the parifh, at 3o
gallons each. Highlanders from Lochaber, the extenfive
weft coaft of Rofs-thire, and the Ifle of Sky, buy the fpirits
at between 10s. and 14 s. per Scotch gallon. One man only
in the parifh occupies a ftill without partners, From g to
10 or 12 tenants join about one of thefe ftills, by which
means cach has an opportunity of manufalturing his own
growth of barley; and where that falls fhort of making up
his proportion, he buys from his neighbours. The whole
barley in the parith is diftilled. Though no feed is left for
the enfuing feafon, yet the whole growth is not equal te the
guantity manufaftured into fpirits by ¢ ftills, They fay,
that no barley anfwers fo well as the growth of the parifh,
which they attribute to the warmth and drynefs of the foil,
The barley crop is generally allotted for paying the rents.
The principal or only profit refulting from the diftillery is
keeping up the price of grain, and converting it {peedily in-
to money, The profits otherwife are next to nothing, cx-
cept the draff or grains. The only other refource they have
is from black cattle ; but grafs being fcanty, the increale of
cattle feems hardly fufficient to fupply the wafte of horfes,
few of which are reared in the parifh.

Church, School, and Poor—The church was built about 12
years ago. It coft gool. Sterling, and was then the meflt

elegant and fubftantial building ¢f the kind in the county.
Sincg
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Since that period, fome neighbouring parithes affirm they
have equalled it at lefs expence. “The manfe was built about
42 years ago, and was then the beft in the fynod., Severat
others have now outfiripped it in elegance and convenicnce.
Captain Kenneth M*Kenzie of Cromarty, reprefentative of
the Earls of that name,’ is patron, This, with {everal other
patronages, was forfcited in 1747, but reftored, along with
the eftate, to the late Lord Macleod, fon to the laft Ear}l,——
The amount of the ftipend depends on the .price of victual.
It confifts of 10 chalders of barley. This, together with the
glebe, may be eftimated at 1401, The decreet of modifica-
tion and locality is dated in 1919.-—A clergyman of the Epif-
copai Church of Scotland refides in this parith. Abouta
fourth part of the people attend his meeting. He has two
other places of worfhip in the neighbouring parithes, When
he is abfent, his ordinary hearers attend the parith church as
pundtually as the other parithioners. There are no diffienters
of any other denomination.-—A parochial {choel is eftablifhed,
and well attended. The Society for propagating Chriftian
Kanowledge fupport a charity fchool and f{pinning miltrefs,
both of which are ufeful.—The poor’s roll contains 62,
There are no funds in the parifh for their {upport, except
the weekly colleftion, and another more general colleftion
made on the firft Sunday of every quarter, when every indi-
vidual is fuppofed to contribute his mite. The whole amounts
to about 1o l. Sterling, and is diftributed by the feflion. |

Pypulation.—From a roll made up in 1791, there are in the
parith 1860 perfons, of whom 420 are under 10 years of
age. The average of births for the laft 3 years, while the
prefent incumbent has officiated, is 4o0. Of thefe the Epif-
copal clergyman baptifed 10. The average of marriages is

3£, There is no regifter of burials kept in the parith., The
great
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great body of the people is divided into twe clafifes, tenants
and cottagers; or, as the latter are called here, mailers. The
former amount to 120, who rent from gl to 20l a year.
Not above two or three pay 3o0l. The mailers are thofe
poor people who baild huts on barren ground, and improve
fpots around them, for which they pay nothing for a flipu-
Jated number of years. The proprictor frequently indulges
them with tools and feed for the firft feafon. After the firfk
period is expired, thele crofts are rented at from 3s. to g4os.
a year. Every year produces one or more of thefe new fet-
tlers. At prefent they confift of 248 fanulies, of whom 148
have fettled within the laft 40 years. From this increafe of
the cotragers, and the great quantity of improved ground, an
increafe of the population has undoubtedly taken place withe
in thefe 20 or 30 years ; although there appears to be a de-
creafe upon the whole fince 1755, the return made to Dr
Webfter at that period having been 2456. This decreafe
can only be accounted for, by the annual emigrations to the
fouth country in harveft, and by the great numbers enlifted
into the Highland regiinents, at the commencement of the two
faft wars.~—~The new letclers are not all natives of the parifth.
Severals come down from the Hebrides, from the welt coail,
and mid Highlands, when a fevere leafon has deitroyed their
cattle. ‘Chis is the reafon, why the number below 10 years
of age is fo high in proportion to the irths. All the tradel-
men in the parith are included among the malers. They
confift of 20 weavers, 1 houfe-carpenter, 3 millers, 15 tay-
lors, 2 mafons, 21 brogue or ﬂmemnkﬁrs. All of them work
for the parifhioners and immediate neighbourhood. No ar-
ticle is manufaftured for exportation. There are alfo in-
cluded in the above number 82 widows, 40 of whom arc on
the poor’s roll. Dut, though thefe laft have [eparate huts,
they are not included in the above number of familics. Que

excila
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excife officer refides in the parith, but no phyfician, fur.
geon ¥, or man of the law.— ['here are no inftances of unw

common longevity. There are many vigorous men of 70,
and a very few turned of 8o, but none who have reached go.

Heritors and Rent.—There are 11 proprietors in the parifh,
of whom 3 have their feats in other parifhes, and 8 in this
Of thefe 1alt, 4 only refide conftantly, and 4 occafionally.
Erahan Calfile is in this parifh, the principal refidence of Mre
Mackenzie of Seaforth.—The valued rent is 25741 8s.
Szotch. The real rent approaches to 20ccol. Sterling. Few
of the eftates have been meafured, From a grofs computa-
tion fro.n the quantity of {ced fown, the average rent will be
about 1cs. an acre. The greater part of the rent is reckon-
ed in barley and oat.meal.  Few, however, choofe to pay in
kind. Hence the rent varies as the price of viftual rifes or
fulls. Some proprietors, of late, have pafied from payment
in kind for a fixed rent in money. The proprietors who
live in the parith eccupy land of the annual value of gool.
Sterling.  Their families, including fervants and labourers,
do not exceed 8o perfons. Hence there are about 1800
perfons to be maintained on the produce of 1500l’s worth

of land, belides paying that fum as rent.
Difadvantages

* There being no villages, and few mechanics who follow
fedentary employments, the people work in the open air, and
are, in general, lively and healthy ; except when infedlious dif-
tempers ocenr, as happened in the year 1789, when a putrid
fever was introduced into a poor tamily ; whence, as from
centre, it fpread through this and the neighbouring parifhes,
thence to the well coaft, and at laft to the Hebrides, marking
its progrefs with dreadful havoe. The gentry inoculate their
children for the fmall.pox with fuccefs, but the great body of
the pecople have not furmounted their religious prejudices againlt
that mnovation. The gout and gravel are not known. Rheu-

matifms are frequent, for which they apply {trong fpirits to the
part atfected,
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Difadvantages and Propofed Improvemenis.~"This parith 13
too narrow a field for indufiry in its prefent fituation, Hence
the people arc idle for a confiderable part of the year, efpe-
cially in winter. ‘The proprictors are fenfible of the various
difadvantages arifing from this fource, and that the eftablith~
ment of a2 manufafture would be the only remedy. But no
perfon has as yet been hardy enough to engage in-fuch an
enterprife. It is, indeed, an objett.only for a Company, cn-
dowed with the {pirit of adventure, who would lay their ac-
count with lofs for fome time, till the people had learned the
bufinefs, and become fenfible of its benefit. But, if local
fitvation, and numbers of hands, would induce fuch a2 Com-
pany to eftablith a manufalture, perhaps there is no ftation
in Scotland more inviting for a f{ettlement of that kind.
There are ¢ or 1o parifhes, among which this occupies a
central pofition round the heads of the Friths of Dingwall
and Beauly, within fight of each other, containing, at a mo-
derate computation, 15,000 inhabitants, with a well peopled
country for upwards of 20 miles eaftward, towards Cromarty
and Tain. The berough of Dingwall, and village of Beauly,
at the head of their refpeétive friths, are at the diftance of o
miles only from each other, either of which, or beth, would
be convenient fiations. The communication is eafy, and the
roads good in every direflion. The rich corn country of
Moray and Eaft Rofs are within a few hours failing by either
Frith. Were fuch a manufaéture eftablithed, numbers of
poor people from the Highlands and Weftern Ifles would
Hock to it, rather than attempt croffing, the Atlantic. ‘This
is not a matter of conjefture or mere probability. There is
a daily intercour{e between this country and the weflt coaft,
Scverals from that quarter come down annually to fettle on
the wafte grounds, They fecl themfelves within reach of

their relations and the fepulchres of their fathers. But they
would
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would come. much more readily, if to thefe confiderations
WETE: ;ddﬂd the pr{;lﬂltﬂ of Iiviﬂg more comffu:l:ablf b}" their
iﬁduﬂ‘ry.. The only local obftacle to an cftablifhment of this
kind, is the [carcity of fuel. Here one cannot help again
cxecrating the partial {(and it may even be added, imiquitours)
tax on coals imported to the north; which operates as a
dead weight on every attempr towards improvement. It is
hoped, however, that this grievance will be foon alleviated,
by the extenfive plantations of firs laid out within thefe lafk
30 years, and every year enlarged.-—It has been already ob-
ferved, that the mode of farming amongf(t the commeon peo-
ple is far from being improved 5 and it may be farther re-
marked, thar there {cem to be local obftacles to im;:-mumm:nf,
which manufaétures only can remove, by introducing riches.
‘The tenants alledge, that they cannot afford the expence of
inclefing their lands, or of p.a}rlug intereilt for inclofing them ;
and, even if they were inclofed, they fay, they cannot lie out
of their ordinary crops fo long as would be necellary to put
their farms in the modern rotation.—Again, foreign manure
cannot be had for improvement, at fuch a price as the tenane
can aflford. Gentlemen who ule lime for buoilding, and ma-
nure, find it cheaper to bring it from Sunderland, than from
any part of Scotland; yet it cofls them from 10d. to rs.
per bolly at the fhip’s fide.  Neither is there any marl within
reach.~—T hirlage * is alfo complained of as a bar to improve-

ment,

* Tuirrace is an oblization over the poflelffors of lands, to
manufadure all their corns 4t a certain mull; and feermns tv have
originated with the great barens, with a visw of exalting, for
their own ufe, a tbpulated porrion of the produce of the fuil,
whether it was poffefied by their own immediats 1epants, or
given away in fou to their vafials.  The eaxadtion is called soef-
fure, and is a rcal rent, referved to himfelf by the {upgrior.
'T'his rent, on fome ellates, amounts to the 12th, uyn others to
the 16th, zoth, or z4th part’of the unground corn; bsfides

Vou, VIL KLk about
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ment.  When eftates are thirled to the mill of another heri-
tor, the proprietors of the thirled eftates growl at another
man’s reaping a certain part of the produce of their improve-
ments, without contributing to the expence. One mill only
cf this defcription is in this parith. There are two others,
belonging to two different heritors, to which their own
eftates only are thirled. It feems to be a general with, that
an equivalent wcre projefted, under the eye of the legiila-
ture, for abolithing this fpecies of vaffalage.

Charader.— A {enfe of religion and decency prevails among
the people in general, One man only, within the memory
of tradition, was convited of a capital erime, and fuffered
for it about go vears ago. No doubt, fuch a number engaged
in diftilling fjirits, has 2 tendency to corrupt the morals;
but the bad effeéts of this trade are lefs difcernible than might
be feared. Were the effefls worfle than they are, therc is a
fatal neceflity of continuing the diftillery, until {fome other
manufactore be eflablifhed in its {tead, whereby the people
will be enabled to find money to pay their rents. The worlt
effeét of the great plenty of fpirits is, that dram fhops are fet
up almolt in every village for retail, where young and idle
' people
abont the 48th part of the meal after grinding. Mills and mul-
tures have heen conveyed like other property. The convey.
ance inciudes grista E‘.I"'L“?}r;'ﬂ"fflﬂ' F forpetimes are 1ncluded invedfa o2
illata, and whatever thefes ire and water on the eltate. U and
svzut is alfo fiid o confhitute a right, without any written do-
cument.

The miller’s dues, or the wages for labour, are a feparate
aiticle, confifting of a certain quuntity of meal inftantly paid
ont of every boll, (as formerly meafured in afcertaining the
maulture), both to the head miller and his fubflitute. For this
payment, the mellers not only grind the corn, but fupport the
machivery. Often the head miller pays a rent to his landlord
for his place. 'The multure and miller’s dues are fo heavy,

that, on {fome eflates, they amount nearly to the value of the
land rent.
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people convene and get drunk. Thefe tipling huts are kept
by fuch only as are not able to pay a fine, or procure a li-
cence. [hey are the greateft nuiflance in the parith., Itis s
pity that no effeftual mode has as yet been projetted for fup-
prefling them.

Language. ~CGaelic is the vernacular language of the whole
parith, except in gentlemen’s families.  Several of the inha-
bitants read the Englifh Bible, and can tranfat bulinefs in
that language 3 but they, as well as the bulk of the people,
prefer religious inftruftion in Gaelic; and therefore are at
pains to read the Gaclic New Teftament, and Pfalin Book,
&c. The names of the places are uniformly Gaelic, expref=
five of their fituation, or of fome circumftance which ftruck
the fancy of the original inhabitants. Some names of places
recall to view the family economy of the great Darons,
while the feudal government fubfilted in its full vigour, The
wages of their menial fervants and tradefmen feem to have
been paid in land. Hence we find the Swith's G’:gﬁ*; the
Arvow-maker’s, the Bow-maker's, the Waulker’s, the Couok's,
the Baker's,the Piper's, the Fiddler's Croft, &c. Of thefe there
are, in this parith, Belnagorwn, the town of the fmiths;
Teanafile, the refidence of the fiddle ; and Grwitach, the field
of the harp, or harper’s field. All the above namies, and
more from the {fame origin, are to be found near ancient feats.
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