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NUMBER XXV.

PARISH OF NEW OR EAST MONKLAND.

( County of Lanark.—Prefbytery of Hamilton.—Synod
of Glafgow and Ayr.)

By Mr WiLviam Macic, Writer in Edinburgh.

Name, Stiuation, and Extent,

HE parifhes of Old and New Monkland, were former-

ly united, under the general name of Moakland, from

the Monks of Newbottle, to whom they originally belonged.
But part of it being erefted into a feparate parifh, about the year
1640, it was called New Monkland, and the other diftrif Old
Monkland, for diftinftion’s fake, In moft writings, however,
the former is called Eaff Monkland, from its being fituated to
the eaft of Old Monkland.—Eaft Monkland is fituated in that
diftrict or fubdivifion of Lanark(hire, called the Middle Ward,
and is the moft northerly parifh in the county. Itisabout 10
miles 1n length, from eaft to weft, and 7 in breadth about the

middle, but narrower at both ends.

Surface, Soil, Agriculture, Produce, &'c.—~There is neither
hill nor mountain in the whoele diftri€t, althongh the greater
part of it lies confiderably above the level of the fea. The
higheft lands are in the middle of the parith, and run the
whole length of it, from eaft to weft, declining gently on

cach fide to the rivers Calder and Luggie, which arc its
{outhera
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fouthern and northern boundaries. The whole is a beautiful
champaign country, agreecably diverfified by vales and gentle
rifings. The eaftern part of the parifh is rather encumbered
with mofs.—The foil is various. The north and weft parts of
the parifh are the befi, confifting, generally, of a ftrong clay
foil, and, when properly cultivated, yicld peod crops. ‘the
middle and eaft parts are of a mofly foil, and, in carly fealons,
vicld good crops of oats and potatoes 3 but, in cold late {ea-
fons, feldom ripen well. Wheat, barley, peale, beans, oats,
flax, clover, and rye-grafs, are fown annually ; but oats are
the moft general crop. Great quantities of flax are raifed
for fale, {fome years to the extent of above roo acres. The
flax is generally fown the fecond year after the lands are bro-
ken up from pafture, after a crop of oats or peale. An acre
of ground let for flax, brings § l. or 61, Sterling of rent for
that year. There are 114 ploughgates of lnnd in the parith.
The ploughgates diffcr greatly with regard to extent 5 bat,
on an average, may contain from 4o to Be acres of arable
land, befides paiture and mofs, of which laft there are fome
thoufands of acres in the middle and ealtern parts of the pa-
rith. ‘The eftates of Airdrie, Rothfolloch, Monkland, and
Rochfoles, are greatly improved, well incloted, and finely
fheltered with large plantations of forelt trees, which thrive
well, The parifh, in general, is incloled with ditches and
hedges of white thorn; but many of the hedges are bad,
partly owing to want of care, and partly to the mofly {iml of
the higher grounds, where it is found, that thorns never
thrive, and feldom live above 20 years. 'lThe beil improved
lands are occupied in pafture, and lgf yearly to graziers, fop
fattening theep and black cartle. By this method, the linds
are not only improved, but alfo bring more rent, than by

letting them on leafes. DManures of all kinds are rather ex-
penfive,
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penfive. Lime® is the moft general one. Ploughs of diffe~
rent kinds are ufed, but chiefly the Scotch plough, of a light
conftruftion, which is meft commonly drawn by 2, fome-
times 3 horfes, it being now rare to fee 4 horles yoked in
one plough, From the high prices given for cattle, butter,
and cheefe, the farmers have of late turned their attention
chicfly to the rearing young cows and horfes, and improving
the breed, in which they have made great progrefs.  [hey
now rear as fine draupgbt horfes and milk cows as any in
Scotland. There are about 200 milk cows kept in the town
of Airdiie, which not only fupply the inhabitants with milk,
but have greatly improved the neighbouring fields by their
dung., Potatoes+ are now become a general crop, and are
efed both for fanwly ufe and feeding cattle. Llurnip and
cabbage hufbandry are little pratifed, thongh the few trials |
made, have fucceeded well. The management of the dairy
is well underftood, and carcfully attended to. Cheele, equal
to Stilton, (perhaps not inferior to Parmefan), is made by

fome families; but this fuperior kind is moftly made for pri-
vate

* [t is got from the lime-works in Cumbernauld parith; but
the long carriage makes it very expenflive. This, however, will
be in fome degree remedied, when the Monkland navigation is
fimtfhed, (which 1t is expeéted to be in the courfe of next year),
as hme will then be brought by water carriage. The moft ap-
proved method of ufing lime, is to lay it on the furface fome
years before breaking up. ‘This makes the palture more valu-
able, and never fals to produce plentiful crops. A confiderable
quantity of dung is got at Airdrie, which fells as high as 20 d.
and 2 s. the fingle cart-load.

+ They anfwer the purpofe well ; but there is a prejudice a-
<f7a'lnﬂ; the culture of them, that they weaken and impoverith the
and, aithough the very reverfe is the fact, as it has been found,
by every judicious inquirer, that potatoes, next to peafe and
turnipe, are the molt cnriching crop that can be put on any foil.
A difeafe in this valuable root has lately made its appearance,
commonly called the curded feaf; but this difeafe chiefly affects
potatoes planied in wet or low grounds.
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vate ufe. From the vicinity of Glafgow, which is only 14
miles diftant, every article the farmer can fpare, finds a ready”
market and a high price. '

Heritors and Rent.—'There are above 100 heritors in the
parifh, befides the feuers of Airdrie after mentioned ; and
as the Iands in, general are farmed by the proprictors them.
felves, they are better cultivated than could be expeéted, if
they were farmed by tenants on fhort leafes. The principal
heritors are Miffes Ifebel, Bethia, and Margaret Aitchifon, of
Reochiolloch and Airdrie, Andrew Stirling of Drumpellier,
John Henry Cochrane of Rochfoles, James Danlop of Garne
kirk, Andrew Buchanan of Ardinconnal, William Hamilton
of Withaw, and John Wifbet of Cairnhill, Efquires, none of
whom refide in the parith, but the Mifs Aitchifons, and oc-
cafionally, Mr Cochrane,—The valued rent is 68221 6s.
8d. Scotch. The real rent cannot be afcertained, as the
greater part of the lands are poflefled by the proprietors ; but
if the whole were rented, the lands might yield between

goeol. and G6oool. Sterling, and the houfes in the town of
Airdrie about 1000l

Eeclefaflical State.~The church was rebuilt in the year
1747. It is a very handfome country church, and coatains
1200 people. The manfe was built about o years ago, and
lately got a complete reparation, with a new fet of offices.
The church, with the repairs of the manfe, new fchool-houfe,
and church-yard dike, coflt near toool. The heritors are
patrons. The ftipend is 8 chalders of oatmeal, or 128 bolls,
and is paid by the College of Glafgow, who are titulars of
the teinds, according to the fiars of the commiffurior of Ha-
milton and Campfie, The minifter s alfo allowed half a

chalder of meal for communion elements, The glebe, manfe,
' and
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and garden, are worth about 15l. yearly, When oat-meal
fcils at 1s. the peck, which is about the average price, the
whole living is about 1201. yearly, The ftipend has never
been augmented ®*. A very handfome chapel of ecafe was
built laft year for the accommodation of the town of Adrdrie,
by 2 voluntary fubfcription, and a meeting-houfe, for the
people of the Burgher Affociation, was lately allo built at
Airdrie, although there are very few diffenters in the parifh,
Their cangregation is therefore colleted from neighbouring

parifhes.

Schools and Poor.—-There is a public fchool at the parith
church. The falary is g1. 115 1:d. with a fchool and
dwelling-houfe, but no garden. This falary, bcing pad by
more than 100 heritors, is fcarcely worth colleéting. The
fchoolmafler is alfo precentor and feffion clerk. The emo-
luments of thefe offices, though trifling, are better than the
falary, but the wholc is a fhameful pittance in fo wealthy a
parith ; and it is a difgrace to the country, that fo ufcful a
body of men are, in Scotland, fo poorly provided for in ge-
peral, and calls loudly for redrefs. ‘There are generally two
fchools in the town of Airdrie; but as they have neither
{chool-houfe nor falary, the teachers continue no longer than
till a better place offers. If one penny upon the pound
Scotch of valued rent, all over Scotland, were levied, along
with the land-tax, and paid to the parochial fchoolmafters, in
addition to their prefent wrifling {alaries, it might make their

* The Reverend Mr Parrick Maxwerny is the prefent in.
cumbent ; he was fettled in the year 1760, and is married, but
has no children. To the great concern of the parithioners, he
has, for fome time paft, been in a bad ltate of heaith, which
rendered Ilnm unfit to draw up the itatiflical account of the pa-
rith, and induced the wniter hereof to undertake the rafk.

Vor. VII. M m - living
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fiving more decent, and their ufefulnefs more general. Thiv
could be levied withour expence, and fuch a trifie would ne-
ver be mifled by the proprietors.—The number of poor on
the, pari(h roll, are between 40 and 5o. The fum diftribut-
ed among them, for fome time paft, is about 50l annuaily.
“The funds for fupplying them do not exceed 1ool. the inte-
reft of which, with the colleftion at the church doors, mort-
cloths or pall-dues, proclamations of the banns of marriage,
And an extraordinary colleftion on the firit Sabbath of June
yearly, has hitherto raifed a fum equal to the yearly diftribu-
tion. ‘There are 4 different charitable focietics in the town
of Airdrie, who have about goo 1. of ftock, and are very ulc-
ful in fupporting poor members. Their funds are well ma-
naged, and increafing wearly. 1f fuch focieties were efta-
blithed in every parith, and properly condutted, they would
be very beneficial, particularly in times of dearth, by laying
out their fltock for the purchale of grain, and felling it to the
poor at prime coft, as was done¢ here in the year 1783, upon
the general faslure of the preceding crop *.

Minerals and M:neral S‘,:rr;-'::;.r.—-Cnnl and iron-{tone are,
or may be found, almolt in every farm. The Monkland coal
has been Jong famed for the quality and richoefs of its feams.
'I'wenty years ago, coal foll fo low as 64d, the cart load 3 but

fince the Monkland navigation was opened, it fells ar 18 d.
the

* There are few or no begging poor in the parith ; but no
place of the country is more pettered with vagrants and gyp-
fies, as there 15 nather work-houfe, jail, nor reflident magi-
firate in the parifli. A {et of refpefiable conltables who under-
ftood, and conld properly exercife, the ample powers committed
to them, might be of grear ufe, in cleaning the conntry of fuch
vagrants ; but as this oflice is gencrally hlled by the mioit ig-
norant and worthiefs, they are become a nuifance inftead of a
benefit.
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£he cart, weighing 12 cwt, Excellent finithy coal, and blind
coal for drying grain and malt, are found at Airdrie, and fell
at 2s. 6d. the cart. On azcount of its fuperior quality, it is
carried 2o miles and upwards round the country., Lime has
been found in the north part of the parifh, but is not wrought
at prefent. ‘There are plenty of frec-flone quarrics, and a-
bundance of whin er moor.fiones in every part ol the parith,
There are foveral muneral 1prings, chielly of the chalybeate
kind; but thie one called Monkland IV;'H, near ;*'h..':'l.!ri-:, 15
the moft famous, and has long been uled fuccelifuliy, in
all {corbutic, ferophulous, and other cutancous cafes, and
complaints of the ttomach and eyes.  About 42 years apo, it
was frequented by the gov and fathionable fiom all quarters;
but now only by the poor and laaie. Dur if the nich, who
need a cure, knew the value of this water, they nnght find
real advantage from 1t, at a finall expence, in comparifon of
the Enpglillh warering places, as every acconmoedaiion can be

got in the neighbourhood at caly ratcs.

Reoads, Hridger, &¢ —The roads were in a2 molt wretched
ftate, nil the year 1772, whea the county obtaned an act of
Varbiament lor commmauting the fratute wark lor money. Smee
that perivd, the reads are grewtly improved, and a birid g e
buiit over almode every rivulet,  The prelent coonverfion is

v %

15 5. Sterhing for cach pleughgate of land, aald 184d, for

each houfeholdes, which wmounts to 1021 or thoreby, an-
nuailv.  Fhis fund is managed m the belt maaner, and 23
there zre pleny of excellent muaterials, faw parithes in Scot-
land have Juch good roads.  An adt was ohained laft feflion
of Iarliament, for meking a turnpike road from Edinburgh
to Glafgow, by Bathgate and Arrdrie, the tract of which wiil
run through this parifh for many mules, and, when {imifhed,

witl
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will be of the greateft benefit to the country in general, and
this parifh in particular. |

Population.—The village, or, as it is commonly called, the
#orwwn of Airdrie %, is the only one in the panilh, and ftands
near the fouth-weft extremity, on a beautiful rifing ground,
between two {mall rivalers, regularly buwilt, with wide {ireets,
and extends near an Englith mile in length from cafl to welt.
¥t had very few inhabitants at the begnning of the prefent
century ; but they are much increafed fince. In the year
1760, there were only joo examinable perfons 3 in the year
178¢ they amounted to 1100; and from an actual lurvey, ta.
ken this prefent year, (1792}, there are 1762 {ouls n the
town and {uburbs. ‘The number of fouls, in the landward
part of the parith, is not exaltly known; but n the year
1789, there were found to be 1300 perfons above & years of
age, mcembers of the church of Scotland, befides diflenters.
Adding, therefore, thefe numbers together, with that of the
chiliren below 8 years of age, (who wil amount to about
goo nore), it is evident, that the pape-larion of the whole
parifh cannot be lefs than 3560, which s 847 more than it
was 40 years ago, the return to Dr Webller, in 1755, being
only 271 3.

The following table will pwve a concile view of the ftate of
the population, as well as of the different employments of

the inhabitants :

Poprlation

* 1t was, by aft of Pailiament, in the year 1695, eredled in-
to a market town, with the privilege of holding a weekly mar-
bet on Tuelday, and two faors annually, the one on the third
Tuefday of May, and the other on the firlt Tuefday of Novemn-
ber, 0. 5. A l.ammas and Candlemas fair have been added
to the aumber, Lut the two old fairs are belt frequented.
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Population Table of the Parifb of New Monkland.

Population in 1792, 3560 Wrights, - - 25
— anna 1755, 2713 Caopers, - - 2
Weavers, - - 23y
Increafe, 847 Shoemakers, " - 16
Average of births, for 3 Tailors, - - 13
years prcccding 1792, 116 Bulchena, - - 4
Ditto of deaths ¥, 6o Millers, - - 14
Ditto of marriages, 36 Bakers,including appreatices, 7
Inhabitants in Airdrie, 1762 Candlemakers, - -z
in the country, 18c0 Brewers, - - 3
Proprictors refiding, above g5 Sadlers, - - 3
non-reliding, § Clockmaker, - - - |
Clergyman, - - 1 Iron founder aud furvants, 3
Surgeons, . . 3 Stockingmaker-, . '1;
Druggilts, - - 2" Pcor, no an average, 4%
Writer, - - r  Capital of therr funds, L. 10g
Meilengers, - - z Annual income and expen-
Schoolmalters, - - z diture, about - i. 70
Farmers, - - 204 Excifeman, - - i
Shopkeepers, grocers, and Diftillers and their fervants, g
victual dealers, - 32 Tambourers, {children who
Slaters, - - 5 Hower muflin with the
Mafuns, - - 16 tambnur-uccalc:_;, - z0z
Manufailpres.

®* There is no bill of mortality kept in the parith; but, from
the account of the mortcioth dues, the aveiage gumber of
deaths, tor thete 3 years palt, 1s 45 yearly, buried at the parifh
church, beflides thofe buried elfewhere, which may be reckoned
about 1§ more. The average of marriages, for the fame pe-
riod, 43 36 yearly. “LI'ne burths are not all recorded ; fome pa-
rents negleft it to fave the expence, and fome, from l'ellgr.-_)ug
feruples again(t the tax. The average number of bapti(ms, re.
corded for the lalt 3 years, is 96 per asnum, but it is fuppofed
that 20 more yearly are not recoraed.
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Manufailures.~~The diftillery of malt fpirits, brewing of
ale, malting, candle making, and iron founding, are rhe only
sanufaftures of conlequence carried on at Airdrie, as the
weavers and tambourers are chiefly employed by Glafgow
manufadturers. The diftillery is carried on to a confiderable
amount, there’ being about go,000 gallons of proof {pirits
made annually. [t is allowed, by judges, that the malt {pi-
rits made at Airdrie are of a peculiar fine quality and flavour ;
and although a {mall quantity only is ufed here, there is a
conftant demand for it from every part of the country, and
fome of it is exported to America and the Welt Indies on
account of its guality, There are 7 coin mills, 6 lint mills,
and 3 fets of rollers for crufhing malt. The thirlage is no
great hardfhip here, as the multures are generally {imall, On
that account, lome proprictors of mills have allowed them
to fall to ruin,

Charaffer .—Conhdering the number of the inhabitants,
and the want of magiftrates, the morals of the people are
much better than conid be expelted. None born in the pa-
rith have ever {fuffered either corporal or capital punith-
ment, The people, in general, are hofpitabl: and fober.
Duffipation is only to be found among a few of the lower
rank. They attend church regularly, and arc generally very
clean and well dreffed.  As every perfon, who choofes to
work, finds employment, the trades pzople, in general, are in
ealy circumilances, and appear to Dbe contented.  Almolt
every tradefman is proprictor of a heufe and garden, which
gives them a natural attachment tosthe plute. The pl:npi::
of Airdrie feem to have a peculiar foible of keeping a great
number of ufelels dogs, which are a nuiflance to every pal-
fenger, and plainly points out the propriety of a tax being
laid on thefe animals,

DM ifcellaneous
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" Mifeellancous Obfervations.—~The parifh is, on the whole,
more beautiful than fertile., Ty chiet advantages are the
plenty of coals and peats, water and free-ftone, good roads,
and cheap living ; but one great difadvantage is, the diftance
from lime, which is the manure thar anfwers the foil beft.
Another difadvantage is, that the College of Glalpow are ti-
tulars of the teinds, which are faid to be mortfied by an
aft of Parliament, and are therefore not fuleable. This, and
feveral neighbouring parifhes, are therefore obliged, cither to
take leales of their teinds every 19 years, and to pay an ar-
bitrary graium to the college, or elle to get them valued by
a procefs before the Court of Seflion, which is attended with
great expence.  Lhis calls loudly for redrefs, as it hurts the
fpirit of Improving the lands, the Coliege having a right to
the fifth part of the rents, in cale of a valuation. It would,
therefore, be for the intereft of thele parithes, as well as of
the College, to apply for an alt of Parliament to make the
teinds faleable, and ro lay out the price upon lands for behoof
of the College, by Commuflioners appointed for that purpoie;
which would not only remedy this grievance, but fecure the
College revenue, encourage agriculivng, and prevent many
expeniive procefics between the College and the landholders.
The parith, in general, is deemed healihy. No epidemical
diftemipers are known here. Many perfons now hiving are
above 8o years of age, and 3 mear i1no. The fmall-pox is
the moft fatal difeaie, as inocalation, by fome fatal pr{:jll‘.ldi(:i‘_',
is not yet become general. Confidering the prodigious num-
ber that Great Britain lofics annually by this difeale, a pre.
miumn thould be given by government, for fome limited time,
to encourage the general pratice of inoculation, among(t
the middling and lower ranks of people. It appears, that
the ancient Celts or Cauls once inhabited this part of the

country, as many places have Gaelic names, fuch as Raoch-
folloch,
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folloch, Airdrie, Drumgray, Drumikioch, Ballochnie, &¢.
The only antiquity * worth remarking, s a large artificial
cave, dug out of a bold rocky eminence, on the banks of the
river Calder, in the eftate of Monkland, in a meft romantic
and fequeftered fpot, and which feems to have been a very
laborious undertaking, Bat whether it has been intended as
an afylum in barbarous times, or the abode of the melan-
choly hermit, tradition is perfeltly filent, although the for-
mer is moft probable.

* There were allo to be {een, a few years ago, the remains
of 2 Roman Catholic chapel, at a place called Kipps, which was
deftroyed at the Reformation. At this chapel, the abbots of
Newbottle held annual courts, for levying the rents and feus of
the hundred pound land of the barony of Monkland, then be-
longing to the Abbey of Newbottle ; but this venerable monu-
ment of antiquity is now demolifhed, a more than ruffis farmer
having lately removed the walls, and turned the feite of it into a
corn field. Upon a rifing ground, there is {&ill to be {een an up+
right granite ltone, where it is {aid, in former times, they burns
thofe imaginary criminals, called witches.
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