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PARISH OF ST (LUIVGK

(Cﬁﬂurjgf x&'yr.«-—Prqﬁyury of Ajr.——-Symd of Glaf-.
' gxw and jyr.)

By the Reverend Mr MQu az.

“ Eaxtent angd Soil,

HE parith of St Quivox contains about 3¢00 acres of
land, all of which is arable, except {fome part of the

banks of the river of Ayr, which are fteep, and covered with
natural wood or plantations. The foil is various; neareft
to the fea it is fandy—a fimall part of it is a light gravelly
foil, with a dry bottom: Towards the eaft it is more clayey ;
and in general has a hard bottom of till or rotten rock,
which makes the uneven furface firatum, {pringy, and wer,
There are about 100 acres of meadow land ; a part of which
is much injured by the overflowing of a fmall rivulet, that is
flopped in its courfe by a mill-dam. There are likewife a-

bout 1co acres of wood and plantations. "T'he whole parifth

has been inclofed with hedge and ditch within the laft 30 or
40 years, and in general the h-::dg:s are in a thriving cbne~

d:tmn. )

Population—=In 1755, the populition was 499. In the
country part of the parith there are at prefent 96 families,
There are two excel-

which contain 490 fouls of all ages.
lent
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lent modera bailt manfion-houfes, pleafantly fituated on the
banks of the river; the one belonging to Mr Ofwald of Au-
chencruive, and the other to Mr Campbell of Craigie, who
refide in them oceafionally. - Two-thirds of the parifh are
the property of Mr Ofwald, and the other third is divided
among 7 different heritors. Three of thefe farm their own
property. Thirty familics live by farming; 4 blackimiths,
4 mafons, § colliers, 4 houfe-carpenters, 3 weavers; the
remaining 43 are labourers, or poor, or employed in differ-
ent ways about the collieries.

Married pairs, - - Br
‘Widows, - - - 3
Bachelors, - - 5
Widowers, - - - 2

Q0

There are § married men ahove 8o years of age, all poor,
except one; and their wives above 70, €xcept one.

Males. Kemaler.,
Above 80 [+ Above 70 4
6o 12 6o 12
— 50 17 s GO 1z
—_— g0 28 e 4O 26
B 1 22 —— 30 3t
— L0 16 —_— 20 £3
s ] O 4t — 0 38
Under 10 -8 VUnder 10 67 :

. -».. -
237 53

253

Total, 490

, ' -Kent
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Rent and Priduce.~The lands are fet from 12 s. to 40s.
an acre, and even fome fo high as 3 1.5 but the average of
the whole parith is about 20 s.-an acre. There are in the pa-

rith about 132 horfes, - valuoe L. 1475
350 milch cows, - 2000
200 young cattle, at 2 L. - 400
200 fag cattle, at 5 1. - 1000
104 carts, at 4 1. - - 416

Nane of the farmers keep a regular ftock of theep on account
of their hedges. A few are bought in occafionally to be fat-
tened for the butcher, and a few of Englifh breed are kept
as pets.~—Thefe together may be valued at gol. 'T’he annual
produce of a milch cow, befides her calf, is from 3 1. to 4 L.
the average 3 1. 10 s.—Butter, g d. per lib, of 24 ounces ; and
cheefe, from 2% d. to 6 d. the fame weight.

Agriculture.— As ta agriculture, the geperal praftice is to
plough the land for 3 years, and lay it out into grafs for 6;
after which, it is again plowed for 3 years, and (o on during
the tack. Lands are gommonly let for 10 years; and the
above courfe of management is fpecified in the tacks; how-
cver, a better rotation of crops is fometimes followed, i,
Potatoes with dung, or (though feldom) turmips, 2d, Bar.
ley with red clover, 10 or 12 lib. to the acre. 3d, Red clo-
ver. 4th, Oats. Then, gth, Potatoes with dung, and {o
on as before. This is found to be a good plan on dry land.
But the flaple articles with the farmers here are cars and
bear. Small patches oniy are fown with wheat, peafe, beans,
and barley. Lime is univerfally ufed as a manure; it is laid
upon the grafs a year or two before the field is to be plowed ;
the quantity about 1co bolls per acre ; that is, 200 Winchel-
ter buthels of unflacked lime, which conmonly vield gco0

bufhels of flacked lime. Sometimes it is luid upon a fallow,
but
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336 Statiftical Account

but feldom. Lime cofis g d. per boll, and the carriage'3d.
the kilns being 6 or 7 miles diftant. Hence, at the rate of
100 bolls per acre, it cofts the farmers 31 1gs. They fow,
for two fucceffive years, 6 or 7 Winchefter bufhels of oats
per acre, in the month of April, and reap from 4 to 10 bolls,
in the month of September or Oédteber. The third vear,
the whole dung of the farm is applied as far as it will go, for
bear, of which they fow 4 bufhels per acre, and reap from 4
to 7 bolls. Along with the bear, they fow 3 bufhels of
rye-grais feed, 8 lib. of red clover, and g or 6 lib, of white
clover. The crop of hay is fometimes 200 fione, 24 lib. to
the flone, each acre; butr more frequently does not exceed
100 ftone. It is ufually cut for 2 years; then paftured for 4;
after which it is plowed for oats,

Wages.—Men fervants receive from 61 to 81. a year of
wages. Women fervants from 31, to 41 a year; but they
are comnmaaly hired for half a year ouly. A labourcer re-
ceives a fhilling a day; for inowing hay, 18d.; a mafon,
20 d.—=The farmers plough with 4, or 3 horfes with a dri-
ver, or with 2 horfes without a driver, as they think the
nature of their foil requires ; but moft generally with 3 horfes
and a driver. "The plough moft in ufe is the Scotch plough,
with a curved mould-board.—The price of all forts of pro-
vilions is fixed by the markets at Ayr.

IV allacctcarn,— About 30 years ago, the late Sir Thomas
Wallzce of Craigic began to feu houles and gardzns from the
north end of the old bridge at E}rr. At that time, there
were not above 8 or 10 firaggling houfes about the Bridge-
end 3 and new, in 1792, by a gradual increafe, there are 250
families living in Wallacetown, fo named after its founder,

This
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This iskreafe of ighabitants has been owing, 1Y, te the ex.
tenfive collieries which have been wrought on the Blackhoufe
eltate in this parifh, and on the lands belonging to the com-
munity of Newton adjoiuing to it. 2d, Many farmers ad-
vanced in life, or unwiliing co take their farms at a high ad-
ditional rent, find houfes in Wallacetown, to which they car-
ried their capital, and became dealers in grain, meal, malt,
Bze.  3d, Mechanics of all forte flocked into it, and feued
houfes, or rented thofe that were built by others, with a
view to profit. ‘They are here exempted from the laws or
regulations of the incorporated trades in the adjoining royal
burgh of Ayr. 4th, A confiderable number from Ireland
and the Weft Highlands fetrled hore, as weavers, day.labour-
ers, &c, becaufe they could get higher wages than at home,
It is a confiderable difadvantage to this populous ana thriving
town, that there are no ¢ftablithed magiltrates refiding in it ;
an evil which is the lefs likely to be foon remedied, as the
prefent {uperior of Wallacetown refides at a diftance, and has
little more connedtion with it than to uplift the feu-duties.
The attention and aélivity of the magiftrates in Ayr and
Newton to preferve good order in their towns, often drives
diforderly people, and vagrants of different deferiptions, in-
to Wallacetown., By the aflivity of fome of the principal
inhabitants, who, from regard to peace and good order, offi-
ciate as conftables, this evil has been in fome degree checked ;
and the managers of the collieries have much merit in their
attention to the morals of the people employed by theua.
When it is conlidered, that the inhabitants are a mixture of
Linglith, Irnfh, and Highlanders, with the original feuers, who
were natives of the county of Ayr, it will be found that there
is as much peace and decency of behaviour among them as
can well be expefted. They are 3 miles diftant from the

narifh church, in which they have no feats; but have good
opportunity
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.ppportunity of attending public worthip' at the .cwrch of
Newton, which is built at the welt end of one of their {treets,

or at the Seceding meeting-houfe, which ftands at the eaft
ead of it,

Population of Wallacetown.—The town contains 250 fami-
Yies, in all 960 fouls, 187 married pairs, 38 widows, 8 Wi~
dowers, 7 bachelors, 10 unmarried women that keep houfe,

Above 70 years of age, 4 males. 4 females.
6? - 29 39
— 50 41 49
45 (13 [4
w30 65 72
——— 20 . . K1 74
——— 1O 90 72
Pnder 10 v 120 119

479 males, 481 females,
431

Total, gba

Refigion,—There is one Antiburgher Seceding minifien.
Four families in the country part of the parifh, and 20 fami.
lies in Wallacetown, belong to this comgregation. Three
Burghers, 3 Moravians, 3 Methodifts, and 1o of the Church
of England. Al the reft are of the eftablifhed Church,

Baptifms.—The regilter of baptifns for the whole parith
is_regularly kept, and alfo the regifter of marriages; but as
many, from adjoining parifhes, have burial places in the
church-yard of St. Quivox, and fome are buried at the Sew
ceding mectingr-houfe, no exadt informatipn ¢an be given cone

cerning
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é¢ring'thie number of deaths. For the laft 8 yeats, there
' \ ' .

have been baptized, in -

Malet. Femalesr,  Total. Married,
1784 2. ig 43 n pair.
1785 33 23 56 16
1786 16 4 ' 34 ' 9
1784 31 10 47 16
1788 20 13" 33 14
1789 26 24 g0 fo
17g0 13 18 31 10
1701 21 16 37 13
——y. Pl ————— - hibrrrrr—
184 143 327 98

The average is 23 males, and nearly 18 fernales born annuals

ly, and about 12 couple married,

Church, School, and Poor.—The ftipend is, 96 bolls of

meal, at 13s. 4d. = - - L.64 o o
20 bolls of bear, at 185, - - - i8 o o
Ia money, - - .- - - rr 8 o

L.g3 8 o

Augmented in 1987, with the unanimous confent
of the heritors, by 25 1. and 2 1. 10s. for com-
munion clements, - - - 29 10

L. 120 18

o

The church was repaired in 1967, uniformly feated, and
plaiftered by the heritors; and a new aile built by the pa-
tron, Mr Ofwald of Auchencruive., There are about 20 onthe
poor’s lift, who receive only 2 s. each per month ; and even this
fmall allowance could not be afforded them from the weekly
collections in the church, but the kirk-feffion has received,
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in donations and legacies, during the laft xo0 years, abwq
100 1. which they diftributed among the poor.

Day-labourers live comfortably upon 1 5. a day ; all of them
in the country, and many in town, having fmall patches of
potatoe ground, which is of great ule to their families, and
almoft without exception, their children are taught to read
and write. The parifh fchoolmafter is well qualified to teach
thefe branches and arithmetic, His falary is about 121. a year ;
fchool wages, 18d. per quarter, and his whole income may
be about 24 1. befides a good houfe and garden. The houle
and {chooi-houfe were built within thefe 6 years.

Total papulation of the parifh ;.

In the country, 96 families, 490 fouls.
In Wallacetown, 250 families, g60 fouls.

346 ) 1450 ( 4
1384
(14
Population in 1955, - o 2 - 499
. Ingreafe, - - o - - 951
1450
N U M-
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