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NUMBER XXXVIIL

PARISH OF OLD OR WEST MONKLAND,

(County of Lanark.—Prefbytery of Hamilton,—Synod of
Glafgaw and Ayr.)

By the Reverend Mr Joun BowEer.

—————

Situation and Name.

YING in the heart of a populous and manufafturing

county, and on the great road betwixt the two chief

cities of the kingdom, this parifh furnithes ample room for
ftatiftical obfervations.

The origin of the name is obvious, The monks, who
ufually fixed on 2 pleafant fituation, had a refidence here;
and there exifts a tradition, that a certain pilgrim, in order
to do penance for fome fin, was obliged to carry a particular
ftone in this direftion from Glafgow; and, when he could
bear it no farther, to build a church at his own expence.
The ftone is ftill to be feen.

Lcclefiaftical State, and Education.—The tythes of this parith,
amounting to 349 bolls, together with grafflums at giving
leafes, belong to the Univeriity of Glafgow, being part of the
fubdeanry which was purchafed by the College from the fa-
mily of Hamilton about the year 1652. OQOut of this the mi-
nifter receives only 8 chalders of grain, and go merks for

communion elements. The church, being rebuilt in 1790,
is
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576 Statiftical Account

is a large and commeodious houfe. The manfe was complete-
ly repaired 1n 1791. The fitnation has often been remarked
for its beauty. The parith is 10 miles long, and 31 in
breadth.—Befide the legal fchoolmafter, there are 4 public
teachers in the parith, two of whom have very good houfes
built by fubfeription. Though the abilities of the maflers
arc unqueftionable, fome of the fchools are but thinly attend-
ed. The boys and girls get wages for rambouring, {ewing
muflin, &c. at fo early a period, that there is great danger of
their education being neglected. It is alfo worthy of obfer-
vation, that, though this pariflx is in the vicinity of Glafgow,
very few young men belonging to it attend the Univerlity, or
profecute any of the learned profeflions. 5o foon as they
can write, and underftand any thing of arithmetic, they ob-
tain good encouragement in the mercantile line, which they
naturally prefer to the more gradual and uncertzin emolu-
ments of law, divinity, or phyfic.—Sunday {chools feem not
to be unexceptionable inftitutions ; for, how pious foever may
be the intention of their promoters, they undoubtedly weaken
the authority of parents, and tend to make them negligent in
their duty.—The poor are tolerably provided for. None
begs; nor is there here any afleflinent. "The weekly collec-
tions, which may be about 351. per annum ; the thuird part
of what is obtained at Shettlefton Chapel, (which was bailc
partly to accommodate the weft end ot this parifh), and the
intereft of fome ftock, enable the feffion to give decent relief
to the diftrefled., The various focieties inltitured among the
trades people, alfo afferd afliftance 3 and one cannot help re-
marking, that it is inexcufeable im heritors who do not re-
fide, or do not attend the church, nor to contribute to this
important purpofe, DBy this means an afieflment might be
aveided, the confequences of which are glways to be dreaded.

P:g,ﬂ wdation
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Population and Manners.—There are, at prefent, 4000 fouls
in the parith. The number in 1755 was only 1813.. This
rapid increafe of population is owing to the cltablithment of
manufactures, With a few exceptions, the whole people ad-
here to the church, and are regular in attending on religious
ordinances. About 8oo communicants are ufually at the
Lord’s Supper, In the prefent manner of difpenfing that
hely ordinance, there is great nced of a reform. Owing to
the crowds which affemble, much irregularity takes piace,
It would be more decent in itielf, and produoétive of higher
comfort to ferious perfons, were every congregation to coms=
municate qguictly by themfelves. The people are very lond
of controverlisl Divinity. Indeed, kuowledge of everv kind
is univerfally diffuled s and there is {carcely a fanuly thar
does not regularly read the newipapers. 1he horners and,
clders choole the minifter, according to aft 16p0; and 10 s
not impertinent to notice, that, though popoiar elednons asre
frequently attended with firife and difvord, yeu lcre, dad
the New Monkiand, which is mn the fawne predicawent, the
greateft pesce apd harmony have always prevaded on thele
occahions.  There are 44 hernors, more than the hat ot

whom refide in che parifh,

Fuce of the Country, Cultivation, &'c.-—Ihe old vaination is
6ooo l. Heotch, The real rental may be near gooc L. Ster-
ling. A great part of the parifh is inclefed, the advanrages
of which are vatverfally aliowed.  Delide a vali grantivy of
natural wood, there are more than rooo aeres planted, This
beavtifics the connrry, and improves the climate.  We have
wany eatenfive orchards, which fore years turn out to great
advantoge. A ftranger ic ftrnck wirli the view of thi- | rifh
It has the appearance of an immenfe garden. The iol is of
3 kinds; along the banks of Clyde and Calder, wi chi walh

VoL, VIL 3 B thid
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this parifh for g or 1o miles, there is a firong clay. Here are
produced luxuriant crops of every grain, efpecially of wheat ;
fometimes from 12 to 16 bolls are taken off an acre. The
middle of the parifh is a light fand, affording excellent crops
of oats and potatoes. A farmer fells an acre undigged at
from 131, to 171 Sterling. Towards the north are confi-
derable tracks of mofs. The rivers above named abofind
with falmon in the proper feafon, and trout of every fpecies.
“There is alfo plenty of pike and perch in the Monkland
Canal, and in the great lochs on the north fide of the
parith ; the taking of which, from finall boats made for the
purpofe, is 2 pleafant amufement.—The improvements of
agriculture are carried on to a vaft extent. Several plowing-
matches have been inftituted : Thefe create a {pirit of emu-
lation, and a defire to excel, The farmers are uncommonly
intelligent. ‘They have formed themfelves into a fociety,
which mects on the firft Thurfday of everv month. Their
object is to communicate their knowledge, and purchafe the
moft proper books relating to their bufinefs. In the parith
are feveral threfhing-mills, which have been found of great
ufe. ‘The plough commonly ufed is an improvement of the
old Scotch one. Small’s would not clofe the fitf lee of this
parith. The beam is 6 feet ; the ftilt 6 feet 3 inches. It
turns the fteepeft ground ; and, being very light, 3 hor{es
will perform as much work with it as 4 with the old one.—A
confiderable difadvantage under which the farmers labour, is
the diftance from lime; but this will, it is hoped, foon be
removed, at leaft in fome degrece; as, after the jundtion of
the two canals, lime may be brought from the north by wa-
ter carriage, and as there is a bridge to be erelled over the
Clyde, on the fouth., The ordinary rotation of crops is this :
Trom Jee fomctimes oats, fometines peas; then fummer fal-
low and wheat ; then peafc and beans; and then oats and

Emf};
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grafs feed. Proprietors of land have begun to pafture the
greateflt part of their eftates. This method, they find, brings
as good a rent, and tends to improve their property. Some
of this ground fets at 1 1. 17s. per acre. It is to be oblerved;
that the rife of their rents always makes farmers thrive s It
calls forth their induﬂ:rf, and -I‘.:U!'Ilpl:ts them to be aétive.
Though the value of land be vaftly increafed, the people live
and drefs rnuch better than formerly. Property here is of-
ten transferred from one owner to another, as is the cafe in
the neiphbourhood of every great commercial town. Indeed,
the reafon why this parith is in fuch a high degree of culti-
vation, is, that when a merchant has been fucceisful, he pur-
chafes a piece of land, builds an elegant villa, and improves

Ivis property at the deareft rate. ‘This accounts for the walt

number of gentlzmen’s houfes with which the parith is adorne
ed, many of them finithed in the greatefi tafte.—T'here are
kept in the parifh 1 coach, 5 chaifes, and 5 phactons. Ow-
ing to the numerous inclofures, there are few fheep. The
large kind, which feed with the cows, are very prolific, One
ewe, for inflance, in g years, produced 30 lambs.

Alifcellaneous Obfirvations.—Wherever manufuftures and
commerce feat themfielves, their influence on landed pfoperty
is felt in an inconceivable degree ; and how much is it the
iutereft of landholders to cherith and protect them ! conie-
quently, the rife of the value of land in this parifh is afton.
ithing. One farm, which, about the vear 1730, cofl 300 L.
was lately {old for 2100l.—As the gentlemen pay particular
attention to that bufinefs, the roads are kept in excellent re-
pair. The ftatute work is commuted. The great road from
Glafgow to Edinburgh, by Whiteburn, runs through this
parith, on which there is a toll-bar, worth a vall tum vearly,

Fhere 1s alio a toll at Langloan, on the road from Glafgow
ta
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to Airdrie, This road pafles near the church, and traverfes
the panifih 7 nmules. By an aét of Parliament juft obtained, it
is to be extended to Edinburgh by Bathgate ; and, when ex.
ecuated, will be the moit eligible way between thefe cities, not
ouly as beirg fhorteft, but mofl level, and free from pulls.

Age, Difeafes, &'¢.~—Though there is no inftance of re-
markable longevity, it may be concluded, that the fituation
is healthy, fince there are alive feveral perfons above ¢o, and
Prejudices againit inoculation, though not
Liocal dil-

many above So.
entirely eradicated, are gradually wearing out,
vafes are unknown, Fevers and confumptions are moft fre-
The former prevarl after harvelt, if the weather has
been hot.  'Two families who refide at Lochend, (betwixt
two large lochs), are regularly attacked with this difeafe at a
cerrain time, when it does not vifit any of the neighbours.

‘L'his muit be owing to the exhalations from the water, which
women of this

qurnt.

ftagnates and grows putrid.  Several young
parith have fallen into confusoptions by fitting too long on

the da:np Emuml at tent prn:.:ching_;s.

Aleboufes.—There are no lefs than jo inns or public.houfes
in the panth. Thefe, it muft be confelled, are attended wih
the moft }:n:rniclm.ls effeéls to the health and morals of the
people. It is no uncommon thing for a labouring man to

fpend all his wages in thefe houfes, and fuffer his anhappy

wife and children to continue In want and wretchednels,

Government could not adopt a wifer meafure than to raif:
the price of licenfes. If a reformgiion of manners is not
happily effeCted, what muft be the confequence of fuch ex-
ecrable pralices, it is not difficult to fay. There is a certain
gradation in the political, as well as in the human body,

Trade produces afliuence : AfHluence is the pareat of luxury
and
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and diflipation, which infallibly undermine and diffolve the
fabric. ¢ Righteoufncfs exalteth a nation, but fin is the re-

“¢ proach of any people.”

Flix.— A confiderable quantity of flax is raifed in this pa-
rith, which is generally fown un ground well manured with
dung or lime, after one crop is taken from it- Such ground
fets at from 41. to 71, per acre. The Riga feed is preferred.
Lhe time of fowing flax is the month of April, and it is rea-
dy for pulling about the 1ft of Auguft, Nine women, =t
yod. will pull an acre in a day. There are two lint miils, at
wanich flax is fkatched apd drefled, at 25, 6 d. per ftone. The
produce is 16 fione per acre, and will fell at 125, or 135, per
it-ne. W.thin thele 10 years, the raifing of flux is greatly
icrefcd 3 one man has generally 30 acres, which circulates
2o L yeariy, He has Lot feveral premiums from the truftees.

Weavers,—OF thele there are no lefs than 400 in this pa-
rifh, who all work to the manufaturers of Glafgow., Lhey
gencrally mworry younyg, to which their high wages are an in-
ducement : We may [uppofe that they produce a circulation of
14,4co L. annually.  “lus valuable body of men have formed
thensdelves into a fociety, which is poverned by a deacon and
4 maliers, ‘Lheir ebjedt is to allift members in diltrefs ; and
they have now a confiderable capital. Inftitutions of this
fort, when jroperly condudted, are extremely ufeful, It may
be added, under this article, that about 200 girls are employed
in dotting, tambouring, &ec.; fome of them begin at 8 ar 9
vears of age, and, at that carly period, gain 6 d. or 8d. per
day. ‘lheugh this may be profitable to one clafs, it is attend-
cd with maicrial inconvenience to another. Farmers loudly
complain of the Ligh wages of fervants, and fometimes find

difficulty
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difficulty in procuring them at all, Is there no remedy for
this growing evil ?

Pottery.—Near the bank of the Monkland Canal, was
erected, in 1785, a large brick and tyle work, where are ma-
nufactured blue, pan, and flate tyles, the firlt of the kind in
Scotland. Thefe tyles are preferable to red ones, in point
of durablenefs ; and {o fimilar are they, in fhape and colour,
to flate itfelf, that it requires a nice eye te difcover the diffe-
rence, when put on the roof. The motive for fettling here
was the abundance of coal, and the vaft variety of common
and fire clay that is found in the lands. At the {ame place,
in 1788, Mr Creelman commenced a pot-work for making
falt ware; this manufature is glazed with fult, which is
the reafon of its obtaining that name. It is alfo called brown
ftone, or grey-beard ware. It is excellent for holding fpi-
ritous liquors, and is mofily exported to America and the
Weit Indies, This branch was borrowed from the Dutch
by the Englith, and is the firft manufature of the kind in
Scotland, On the fame grounds is a free-ftone quarry, of a
fuperior quality, and beautiful white colour. The ftones are
carried to Glaigow by the Canul, where they are ufed for
hearths, ftair-cales, and pavement ; they are alfo fent to Ire-
land, America, and the Weft Indies. It is fo portable, that
you may have it from 1 to ¢ inches thick, and in boards of a
yard fquare, and fo fmooth, as to require very little polifhing :
A high value is fet on this flone. About 7o people are eme.

ployed at thefe works. .

Monkland Canal.—In the year 1750, an a&t of Parliament
was obtained for making a navigable cut or canal, from the
Mounkland collieries to the city of Glafgow and the river

Clyde. The defign of the undertakers was to open an eafy
com=
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communication with the interior parts of the country, and
by reducing the price of coal, to be of advantage to the ma.
nufaturers of Glafgow.—The original {ubfcription, however,
being found defficient, and the trade of this country brought
to a flagnation by the American war, the fcheme was inter-
rupted until 1782, when the ftock was fold by public auftion.
Meflrs. Stirling, who purchafed the largeft fhare, and who
ultimately became the fole proprietors, began to finith the
plan ; and, with great ipirit and perfeverance, have extended
the navigation to the river Calder, 13 miles eaft of Glafgow,
and formed a jun&tion with the great canal at Port Dundas.
The canal is 14 feet wide at the bottom, and 30 at the fur-
face, capable of admitting veflels which draw 4% feet water,
equal to about Go tons burden.—The height of the canal,

above the level of the {ea, is

1/f, Height of Forth and Clyde navigation, 156 feet.
2d, Raifed at Blackhill, by 8 locks, - o6
34, Raifed at Sheepford, by 2 locks, - 21

273

The whole of thele works are completed, except the locks
at Blackhill, which are in great forwardnefs. A waggon
road is alfo finithed between the bafon and Glafgow, which

renders carriage cheap and eafy, ‘The total expence will be
30,000 l.  The Canal trade is at prefent as follows :

1/7, Coals navigated by Mr Stirling, 50,000 carts,
2d, Ditto by Captain Chriftie, - 30,000
80,000
Qwing to its not being finithed, the advantages arifing from
this
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this navigation have hitherto been greatly circumf{cribed ; but
there is reafon to believe that they will now be felt more fen-
fibly, on account of the certain increafe of the coal trade,
and the probability of other commercial operaticns. lhe
prefent tonnage is only 6d. per cart of 12 cwt, although the
proprietors have a right to levy 2d. per tun each mile. Coals
are delivered at Glafgow, by this conveyance, 3 d. lower per
cart, than at any coal work around the city.

This immenfe undertaking begins to enhance the value of
the adjacent land, as lime and dung can be brought by the
veflels which convey the coal. Mr Stirling brings about
3000 carts yearly to his own eftate. There are alfo various
other produétions, as fron-ftone, which may be turned out to
advantage, and feveral favourable fituations for cotton machi-
nery. Next fummer Mr Stirling means to eftablilh a track.
boat, which will be a pleafant mode of conveyance to Glal
gow. Befides its own proper advantages, the Monkland Ca-
pal affords a convenient aquedué to the Forth and Clyde na-
vigation, by conveying water from the refervoirs in the
higher parts of the country.

‘I'he chief fupply of water is from sthe Calder, which is
condufled into it by a dam at Woodhall mill; it never
fails in the drieft feafon. This plentiful refource, which can
be increafed to double the quantity, atv the very higheft part
of the country, with many other favourable circnmitances,
open an inviting track for the extenfion of the canal to Ed: -
burgh, a plan at prelent in zgitation, and which, when exe-
cuted, will be pruduﬂl?t of innumergble benefits to the conna
try. . The track that has been foarveyed, {outh of the Shoris
hill, rifes 522 feet above the height of the prefent canal, and
betwixt Edinburgh and Glafgow is _o miles. DBut a prefor-
able track can be found north of the Shotts hills, which rifes
pat fo high by 140 feet, and is 10-miles thorter. A parii-

cuinr
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cular flate of the trade, profits, 8&c, of this projected. canal,
was publifhed in the Glafgow newfpapers, April 1791 *.

Bleackfields..—There are two in this parifh, though that at
Wellhoufe is now partly rempved into the Barony parifh, the
original field is in Old Monkland. Meflrs. Gray laid out
their ground with great judgment and expence. 'They were
the firft in this country who bleached after the Dutch me-
thod ; and for their diligence and ingenuity obtained a confi-
derable premium from government., DBulinefs is ftill carried

on to a large extent.

. Carmyleficld—Was erefled in 1741, by Mr M‘Kenzie, an
enterprifing merchant of Glafgow. Nothing can exceed the
beauty of its fituation, having a fine fouthern expofure,
walhed by the Clyde. About 50 people are employed 3 men
get 78, women s per week. Many thoufana picees of light
muilin are done¢ hete annually, This ficld, which contains
upwards of 10 acres, has fome peculiar advantages : There
is a well 6 feet deep, which fills in 12 hours The water is
carried 10 feet, and runs 3 gallons in a minute. Much
praife is due to the proprietors for their attention to the mo-

rals of their fervants.
Clyde

*ESTIMATE *

OFf the Revenue arfing from a Smave Canar from Lefth ints Edin-
e:'-urgé, and from thence fo Gfﬂ){;’ﬂmh by feining the Monklard Canal.
To 100,0co tons of coal from the wefl country to the cuty of
Edinburgh, Leith, and the intcrmediute country, at ts 6 d.

per ton,  ( U'he total confumption is about 16c,000 toas),

L.9gco o o

To Booo tons of pig-iron from Muirkirk, Clyde,
Cleland, and Cleugh works, at 3s. per ton, 1200 © ©
Vo, V1L, 3 C To
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Clyde Iron-works—Are fituated in the weft end of this pa~
tifh, 3 miles calt of Glafgow, on ground feued from James
Dunlop

To 6000 tons of grain and meal, at 8 s. per ton,

which is half the price now giw:n altmg the

Shotts road for cartage of a ton, - 2400 © ©
Lime fiom Welt Lothian to the middle ward of

Lanarkilire, for agriculture, and for Cleland

and Clyde iron-works, at leait 20,000 tons psr

annum, at I s. pér ton, . - 1o o o
Coual to Glafgow, and for exportation from

Clyde, 20,000 ton, at 1 5. per ton. The coal

fold at Gluignw e 140,000 LOOs A-YVLAr, and

the exportation increaling, as vellels are now

detained there wanting to be loaded with coal, 1000 0 ©
4000 tons of Lancathire iron.ore yearly, for the

Cleland and Cleugh iron.works, at 1 s, per ton

from Glafgow, - - - 200 O ©
20720 tons of iron-fione to the iron-works in the
well, from the adjacent mines, at 6 d. p=r ton, §0 ©

goco paflengers may be fuppofed to go along
the Cinal from Edinburgh to Glaigow, and
fram Glafgow to Edinburgh, and to the in-
termediate country, as zoo0o went laft year a-
long the Great Cuanal ; theretore Rating their
toll 10 the Canal at 1 5, each, is - 45 © O

L.igfoc o ¢

The number of tons of goods, wines, &c. from Leith to E-
dinburgh, and from Edinburgh to Leith, for waunt of time can-
not yet be afcertained ; but is imumenfe, and fuppofed to be year-
ly confiderably abave go,cco tons, which might be brought up
into the city by a Canal for 8d per ton, which now pays on an
average 2 5. 6d. per ton land carnage, and g4s. for wines.

Stone for building, and lime from Hi__.nrd Morton’s, at 1 5. per
ton, the quantity c¢annot be afcertained till the builders make
calculations, but would be very conliderable.

Iron-ftone from Mr Houfton of Calderhall’s to Carron, at 1 5.
fer tony but as the iron-ftone is of a fuperior quabty, and will
be wrought and carried at a cheaper rate than the Carron Com-
fan}r is now fupphied, the confumption, in all probability, would

ury out very great.
Foreign
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Dunlop of Garnkirk, Efg. The Clyde company began to e-

reét thefe works in 1786. There is abundance of coal with-
in

Foreign wood for building, fiax, yarn, bhar-iron, piteh, tallow,
foap, feeds, Scots mannla&ures from the eaft to the wefl, fpirits
from the diftilleries from the ealt to the welt, wines and other
articles to Hamulton, and the intermediate country. The num-
her of tons of the above articles muil be very confliderable, ex-
clufive of what will pafs alonz the Gieat Canal; and many of
the articles can affurd to pay high toll, as the revenne of a Ca-
nal ought to be rated ar:ﬂ:-'rd:nrr as cach article can afford to
pay, to draw the greatell tofl from it.

Articles of commerce from the Clyde to the Trith of Forth.
Naval ftores, fugzars, rice, and tobiacco, from America and the

Welt Indies ; l:nen, gaure, and cotton manulaftures, herrings,

k|
and other fith, kelp, flite, tkins, and lead, from the wefl conn.
try ; hay, veal from Strathaven and the well, which the Ildin-
burgh market is fupplied with, and varous other articles not
thought of :  Trade increaling, and the country conflequently
flourifhing, and every centleman’s ellate made more capable of
improvement, by the Canal palling through it and manufac-
tures would be efl:blifhied from Edmbur?;h to {_lJn{gnw :tI.;;;r:g it
to a valt extent, as they ever will go where coal is cheap, and
their gnuds readily brought to market by an ealy communica-
tion Dung, by return of coal boats, wonld alfo pay very con-
fideralde toll, as the quantity carried weil would be great.
Shounld the propofled C.nal take place, ceals of exceeding good
quality can be fold at Edmburgh lor 5. ¢ d. the 24 cwl the
common quantity of two carts, which would be a Tuvinz to the

mhabitants of 35, 3 d. on every two carts, and on 1c¢,060 tons,

at 6s. 6d. per ton, a faving of 13,333k per aununs and the
advantage on other articles of confumption, where the price is
at prefent enhanced by land carriagre, would be in proportion
reduced.

Exclulive of the confumption of Edinburgh and Leith, which
13 160,000 tons @ year, the merchants of Leith have oifered 1o
¢xport 40,000 tons, provided it is put on board fhip in Leith ae
8 5. per ton; and if the Canal takes place, it will be put ou
board at Leith much cheaper fraom the well country.

Mr Whitworth, the engineer, will determine the expence of
the Cunal; but it is fuppofed, by calcularions already made by

ah engineer verfant in canal-making, that the expence of =
imall
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in 200 yards, and plenty of iron-ftone in the neighbourhood,
About 20,020 tons of coals are confumed yearly, which
quuntity will no doubt be greatly increafed, when forges are
completed for converting pig-iron into bar-iron. Two blaft
furnaces are working, and there is prepared a boring-mill
fur caunon, cylinders, &ec. About 300 manufalturers and
labour.rs are employed : They begin to mould fmall goods fo
g to their
departinent, are from 7s. to 21s. per week. Alfter being

carly as 10 years of age. DMen’s wages, accordin

fmelted in the furnaces, the iron is made into a variety of
coft-iron goods, as pots, pans, boilers, &c. TFrom the enter-
priling pirit and abilities of the proprictors, there is reafon
to expedt, that thefe works will be foon extended to a very
large feaie. Contrary to what one would imagine, the peo-
ple are healthy, und tive long. This warm bufinefs feems to
be friendly to population—inoft of the workmen have nume-
rous families.  The fcite of Clyde iron-works appears to have
been a burying-ground of an.ient date.  When digging the
foundartion of the paddings, a great quantity of human bones
were found, depniited betwixt two fiag-{ftones.  Thefe ftones
were fo placed, as to form a caviiy of conliderable extent,
and this cavity covered with a ftone of tite fame kind. 1In
the eartiien uvrns were contained athes, mixed with fmall
bones, on Jome of which were evident marks of fire. Ina

pit

fmall Cana! will not exceed 75,0col. and the revenne of the
Canal will smount 1o confiderably above 1§,000l, a-year, when
the trade from Leith, and other asticles, fuch as lime, {lones
for building, és,c. are incladed.

The Dfuhy hire UCanal, 40 anles in length, which goes into
the Thent, is tunneled tarongh two mountains, one of which is
ahove half in length thmlmh hard rock, and only coll 100 goal.
and the country was allo ver y rocky thr:mgh winch it was con-
dudted; but tarcugh the clay grounds aa Lanarkfhire and in
tlie Lothians, the cutting four fcet deep will not be expenfive.

22 The University of Edinburgh
The Universily of Glasgow



‘of Old or Weft Monkland. 18g.

pit now finking are difcovered, at the depth of Go feet, the
iliells of different fea animals, wholly petrified.

Csal.—This parith abounds with coal ; and what 2 bene-
fit is it for Glufgow and its environs, to be fo amply provided
with this neceflary article? There are computed to be a
greater number of colliers here, than in any other parifh in
Scotland.

1. Fullirton coal-worlk, belonging to Mr Dunlop, is in
the woilern extremity of the parith, The coal is opened to
128 vards depth, in whoch are 6 feams 23 feet thick, produ-
iy 1

cing 2!l the diferent kinds of coal that are foundin Scotland,

and of excellvnt quality; the fplint is reckoned inferior to
no coal in Beivcin for a blaft farnace. A large fteam engine
drains a {icid of 8co acres. The coals are carried out of
the pit by a machine, in place of a horfe-gin.—#5¢ colliers
are employed, befides an equal number of artificers, labour-
ers, &c.  Wages are from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. per day. The
price at the pit is from 3 5. to 45. per ton. From its near.
nels to Glafgow and Clyrde, this work muft greatly increafe,
2. About a mile porth of IFullarton, and 4 miles eafl of
slalpow, Tie Barrachuie and Sandyhills coal-works.  Though
theie worlks are connelted, it is to be obferved, that near one
half of the wortks and men are in the Darony parifh. The
fcams of coals, wages, &c. are the {ame as at Fullarton.—go
collicrs arz engoged, befides about 6o bearers, boys, &c.
Here, Inft fprmng, DMr Hamilton erefted a machine for drawa-
ing up the coal, to go entirely by fteam.—It is on an impro.
ved plan, and the firft of the kind in Scotland. It is found
to be the cheapell, and meoft expeditions way of doing that
buiinzis 3 tor could colliers be placed in the pit to kctp f:cr
conflantly empioyed, fhe would turn out about 200 ton per
day. ‘Lhe profent cut-put is 55,000 tons per year.

3. At
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3- At Faflhine, Mr Stirling has about 80 colliers employ-
ed, befides workmen, &c. ‘The greateft part of the coal is
conveyed to Glafgow by the canal, as ftated already.

4. Captain Chriftie alfo carries on confiderable trade in
coal. He has made a collateral cut from his land to join the
canal. He has about §o men engaged. 'Thefe coals too
are maofitly fent by the canal.

Total number of colliers, bearers, and others connedted
with that bufinefs in this parih :

1. At Fullarton, - . 150
2. Half of Barrachnie, &c. - =g
3. Mr Stirling’s, - - 160
4. Captain Chriftie’s, - 50

4358

It has been obferved by coal-mafters, that no inftance is
known in Scotland of a collier being eggented for a capital
crime, though they are gene¢rally efteemed a rough and ob-
fireperous clafs of men. It is alfo to be remarked, in honour
of the caufe of liberty, that fince the =ra of their emancipa-
tion, the colliers are become a more refpectable body than
before. Inftead of being confidered as inferior beings, which
was formerly the cale, they now behave and drefs like their
fellow citizens. |

On a review of the various manufaftures of this parifh,
how much, may we {ay, does the country ftand indebted to
the gentlemen connefled with it. Let other nations adore
their warriors and butchers of mankjnd, we will pay a jufk
tribute of praife to thofe nobler minds, who cultivate the
happy arts of induftry and wealth.
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