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NUMEER I
PARISH OF MINNIGAFF,

( Stewartry of Kirkcudbright.—Prefbytery of Wigton.—
Synod of Galloway.)

By the Reverend Mr Jorn Garpies MarrLaxo,

Nan:e and Appearance.

INNIGAFF, or Monnigaff, is faid to mean, in Gaelic,

a ftony muir, which is abundantly defcriptive of the

gr:ﬁttr part of this parith. The country exhibits a very

rugged appearance, heing compoled of rocky and heath co-
sered hills, fome of them of great height.

Lenpth of the parith 24 miles.
Breadith, about 12 ditto.
Population in 1748, 828
in 1755y 1200
in 1702, 1420
Increale in 44 years [{+F
This increafe is chiefly owing to the mines.

e

Average number of Chriftenings 40 yearly,
Valued rent - - L. 75861 10 Scots,
Real rent among nine heritors L. 025 Sterling.

Climate, Difeafes, {2'e.—The climate in all the lower grounds
is mild. The parith is feldom vifited with any epidemical
dilealz,

£ Thie Unieversity of Edesibargh
This Univergity of Glasjjomw



¢f Minnigaff. 53

difeafe. ‘The fmall-pox, indeed, is often attended with fatal
.effedts in this neighbourhood, owing to the neglelt of inocu-
lation. Some unhappy fcruples, flowing from a miftaken
religious principle, prevent the people from deing that duty
to their children which Providence has pointed out by this im-
portant difcovery. Inftances of longevity are frequent in this
parith.  One man, fiill alive, is faid to be 118 years of age,
This, howewver, refts chiefly on his own teflimony, as no
authentic record of his birth has ever been produced. His
name is William Marfhall ; he has the remains of an athleric
frame. In his youth he was a foldier; he fays he ferved
under King William in Ireland. 1If 1his was the cafe, he
certainly does not cxaggerate his age ; but of this part of his
hiftory there is no better evidence than that of his age wflelf,
Thar his age, however, is very great, there is this prefump.
tive proof, that none of the oldeft people in the country have
ever contradilted his allertion.

Riveri.—"T'he only river of any conflcquence is the Cree,
which forms the boundary between this parifh and Penning-
hame, and empties itfeif into Wigton Bay. This river is for
fome miles fmall, and runs throuzh a bleak and dreary coun-
try, but is foon confiderably increafed by feveral large {treams,
which terminate in it.  As foon as it has received this addi-
tion of waters, its appearance is changed in every refpect.
Inftead of holding its courfe through rocks and muirs, 1
glides flowly and beautifully, for fome miles, through a rich
valley, abruptly bounded on each fide by banks covered with
wood. “The river in this place is broad, and the whole forms
a landfecape truly romantic and delightful,

But beauty is not the moft valuable characteriftic of the
Cree; i mingles the wioful with the agreeable. It is navi-
gable
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gable for feveral miles up, which has been the fource of sl
the agricultural improvements which have been made in this
part of the country. It likewife produces excellent fifh of
different kinds ; but the beft and moit abundant {pecies is
the falmon. Thefe are found in conliderable quantities.
Even in the beginning of the feafun, when fulmon are efteem-
ed a rarity, they are {old at two-pence per pound; and, du-

ring the whole {eafon, the price never varies.

The fmelt or {parling, 2 very rare fifh, is alfo found in the
Cree. It is found only in one other river in Scotland, viz,
the Forth at Stirling. It makes its appearance only during
a few days in March, at which time they are caught in great
quantities. They both tafte and {mell firongly of rufhes;
and this flavour, although uncommon, is to moit peopic

agreecable.

Nountains and Mines.~1t has been already oblerved,
that this parith contains feveral mountains, fome of which
are higher than any in the fouth of Scotland. Cuirnic
muir is 14937 fect above the level of the iea; and there
arc oneé or two more which are 20 or 30 feet higher
but, arifing from a more elevated bale, thar alutude 15 not
fo firiking. There are inany others of a lefs coniiderabie
height.—"Fhele mountains, though apparently barren, are
not unprodudtive, Large quantines of lead have been dog
from their bowels, The military road from Loodon o
Dublin pafles through this parilh for feveral owles, It was
in making this road, in the year 1763, that a picce of lcad-
ore was accidentally difcovered by a foldier, who was at
work. This important difcovery was Lt made in the pro-
perty of Mr Heron of Ileron, It prodaced, at one nime,
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dhout 486 ton of ore per’annmam tb Mr Hebon, ' dd vhefe who
were in company with him. At preféar, it yietly dhiemronly
about j0. ' It was found that the veins, leWlhg Mr-Heron's
lands, went into thofe of Mr-Dunbar of Machiidfnord; and
there it is at prefent fuccefifully wrought. Somie yearsit
produces from foor to five hundred tons of-8t€, ‘The orey
when (melted, yiclds, for every thiee tons, two of lead, It
brings at market 18 L. per ton whan fmelted, - ahd 81, i ore.
It has been affayed, but will not bear the expence of extrac-
ting the filver. It is'not cartied -alove a mile By tandh kil
they put it on beard fmall veflels § and then they' generally’

carry -t to Ghefter, to which pl-am thcj' can-run, wil;lfr'a Ffa'llr

wind, in 18 or 20 hours. <fEL iR

PEVEEN . 2o vwmaita g
W osds,~—=But l:ad is not the only prndu{tlan of ouwi ikl
fome of them, efpecially thole in the vicinity of the Cresy
are covered with ufeful wood. There is no land in the pa-
rith more produdlive than that which- is employed iy this
manner, "The greater part of this belongs to the, Easl of
Galloway, who lately fold the cutting of his woods foridoon
guineas, although the trees were then only from 2510 &
years old. ‘Lhe wood is moftly charred, except-a very-fmall
quantity which is wfed in: the neighbourhoed for domefie
psrpoles.  Defides Lord Galloway’s, there is a- goodidesl of
cther wood in the parilh ; but its value has not beetr fo- well
aleertained,  In all thefe woods, the moft prcdaminnnt fpt=
cies of trees are the oak and the afh.

Sheep, Black Cattle, Horfer, {2'¢.—~Sheep ere certainly the
ftiple commodity of this parith. It is believed that their’
mupber is not lefls than thirty thoufand. Although, from the
ihynefs of the farmers to give an exaét account of their fiock,
the information on this fubject cannot be perfeétly accurate,

yet
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yet it s certain that this ftatement is not extravagant, But,
aithough fheep are evideatly an objet of fo much iniportance
to the farmer, yet little regpard has been hitherto paid to the
improvement of the breed. Indeed, no experiment has ever
been made for this purpefe. They have been contented with
tlie breed which they found upon the grounds, which is cer-
tainly far from being good. They are of a fmall fpecies, with
black face and leps, and covered with wool of a very inferior
guality, They are penerally fold at three years old. at which
age they are, at an average, worth 121, per ftore. They
then weigh, if flaughtered, 12 pounds per quarter, 'T'he
wool fells for g 5. 2 ftone; and it commonly requires feven or
cight fleeces to the ftone. The (heep are, 1 behieve, univer-
fally Jaid, which, although prepudicial to the quality of wool,
1 deemed a neceflary precaution againit the inclemency of

winter.

Befides fhesp, there are a confiderable quantity of black
cattle bred in the parith. Thefe have all the advantages
common to Galloway cattle, which are well known to be
remarkably handfome. ‘They are thort legged, deep in the
rily; Lroad over the loins, and, in peneral, without horns.
They weigh remarkably well to their apparent bulk. The
bullocks and heifers bred in this parith are fold at three and
four years old, when they are feat ro the Englifh markets,
where they bring an excellent price.

There are few horfes bred for fale. In the upper part of
the parith, there are {tiil fone remains of the true Gulloway
breed, which, although fmall, are remarkable for figure, fpi-
rit, and durability. They are the fame with the Cornifh,
the Wellh, and Hebridian ponies, and are the ancient Britith

breed. In the lower parts of the parith, where horics are
more
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more wanted for the purpofes of agriculture, they generally
ufe good middle fized draught hr::-r!"fs.

There are alfo bred in the parilh fome goats, which are
fuppofled to anfwer better than fheep on the exceflively rug-
ged grounds which are frequently to be met with., Their
number is not very great. They are worth 71. or 8l per
{core.

Rent, Soif, Cropr.—The rent of land varies aftonifhingly
in different parts of the parifh. In fome places it is let not
by the acre, but by the mile, one farm containing {cveral in
extent each way. In the fouthern part of the parith, arable
land brings from 20s. to 7o0s. per acre. The foil is {uch as
might be expefted from the appearance of the country. Bar-
rennefs is certainly its molt ftriking charafteriftic. ‘There is,
however, a fmall firipe of land lying along the Cree, which
is abundantly fertile, The foil of this is light and fhallow,
but kindly, and, in wet fealons, produces exceilent crops.
The part of this tract which lies neareft Wigton Bay is of a
different quality, being a deep clay, and in fowne places cover-
ed with mofs. This is not unfertite. The crops raifed are
oats, barley, rye, wheat, potatoes, and turnip. 'What number
of acres are refpeftively occupied by each of thefe cannot calily
be determined. By far the greateft number is emploved in rai-
fing oats 3 and, next to them, in barley or bear. Wheat and
turnips are not cultivated to any extent; and have been tried
rather as experiments, than as forming a part of the general
plan of hufbandry., Thefe experiments have been fuccefsful,
The whole grain produced in the pariflh does no more than
{upply the inhabitants.

Leclefraffical State of the Pﬂ:rfffr.—-Th: inhabitants of Gal-
Yor. VIL H loway
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toway have hitherto enjoyed, in a very preat degres, sthe
valuable bleffing of peace and unanimity in their relipious
fentiments, Dhilvnfion of any kind has been lefs known than
in almoft any other pat of Scotland, There are few Sece-
ders in this parith from the cftablithed Church, There are,
however, two or three famihes of Antiberghers and M+Mil-
lanites. One of the clergymen of the latter fedt has his refi-
dence in the parith, although the number of his adherents is
very fmall., Ie preaches ocecafionally in different parts of
Galiowar, and at home only by turns. The amount of the
ftipend is 521. gs. Sterling. The gicbe confifts of 20 acres
of land, 10 of which are arable, The value of the living,
exclufive of the houfes and garden, may be about 841. per
annan., 'U'he number of poor perfons upon the parith-roll is
at prefent 25.  Thefe receive about 3oL per annum, which is
Jdiftr:buted to them quarterly.  This fom arifes almeoflt en-
tirely from the colleétions made on the Sabbath, a very fmall
part of it only baug the intereft of fome money left for their
behoof, From thus account of the matter, it appears that
the poor arc but very inditlerently provided for. The heri-
sors have never boea afietled, although this is a mealure
wisch it would eortamiy be prudent and humans to adept.

Prives of Labour and Provyions,—The prices of labour are
varions, In hufbaodry, during fpring, lummer, and harveft,
the lebourer receives 1s. per day at ordumary works. For
cutting peats, 1 5. 3d.; for cutung hay, 1s. 6d. A woman
at weeding, &c. 64J. But, at reaping, both men and women
receive 15 In winier, a man gets 1o0d.  “The labourer who
is hired by the year, and has a family, is generally paid by
what is called a desefis.  This benelit confifts of a houle,
garden, 5o {tone of oat-meal, 2 or 3 pounds in money, his

fuel led home, liberty to plant 3 or 4 bufliels of potatoes.
When
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$When he eats in his maflter’s houfe, this is all that he re-
ceives ; but, if he eats in his own, he is allowed to keep a
cow, and has fome addition made to his money or meal.
Thele benefits are worth from 15} to 161 yearly. Upon
this, when they are fober, which is mofily the cale, and thewr
wives induftrious, they are enabled to bring up healthy and
vigorous families, and te give them all the education whickh
their fitvation in life requires. [ do mot know one inltance
of indigence in the parith which has not proceeded from mif~
conduét, ficknefs, or old age. The happy circumitances of the
people, however, are ccrminl_v much owing to the potatoes
which they are allowed to plant. A great part of ther fufte-
nance is derived from this fource. The hulband gencraliy takes
care to bave them well dunged, and his wife and children
employ their leifure hours in keeping them clean s fo that
the cottagers potatocs generally look the belt of any ia the
field.—A farm fervant living in the houle gets 8L ; amaid
fervant g 1. per annum,

Language, Manners, &'c.~"The language at prefont {po-
ken in this parith is that which Is common to a!l the low
lands of Scotland. Bat, although it is a dialeft of the Eng-
lith which is now fpoken, there is no doubt that Geelic was
formerly the language of this country, and of all the weit
coalt of Dritain, but a few ages agoe. Buchanan fays, that
this was the language of Galloway even in his time. The
names of places in this parith confirm the truth of the re-
mark.

The peaple of this parith are, in general, fober and in.
duftrious. They have bheen even able, in a great meafure, ro
withftand the pernicious influence of Britifh {pirits, which,
to the misfortune of this country, are too commoily in ule,
Lhe lower clafles poficis a degree of information which is

unufuad
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nnufial among peafants. While-engaged in tending thed -
fheep they have long intervals of leddore. Many of them fill
up thele with reading and refle@ion. Hence they are always
better informed than the mechanies, or even the labourers
who are engaged in agriculture. -
Manw of the farmers are decent and :utelhgent men. They
are moftlly wealthy, and live in a very comfortable fiile.
Some of them pay a great deal of rent. One, in particular,
pays socl. Sterling per anmim, and has a ftock of near 6000

iheep,

Antiquities.~There were formerly feveral sumuii on the
banks of the Cree. In the year 1754, fome.of thefe were
opened, and arms found in them, particularly three picces of
armour, all of which feem to have been offenfive. One of
them was formed very much like a halbert. The focond
was fhaped on on¢ fide like a hatchet ; but, fubjoined to the
back part of this hatchet, there was an inftrument refembling
a pavier’s hammer. The third was like a ipade, but much
fialler in fize. Each of thefe had a proper aperture for re-
ceiving a handle. When they were firft difcovered, they
were fo much covered with ruft, with which they feemed to
be much corroded, that it was impeffible to diftinguith of
what metal they were made; but they were at laft found to
be of brafs. They lay for many years in a farm-houfe in the
parifh ; but it is wot now known what is become of them.
Near the place where thefe were found, fome veftiges of an
jntrenchment are ftill to be difcovered ; and formerly, ‘at no
great diftance from this, fome large ftones were placed, in-
clofing a ¢ircular piece of ground. Thefe circumftances tend
firongly to confirm the truth of an account which Buchanan,
in his Hiftory of Scotland, gives of a battle which was fought
near the Cree, by the Scots on on¢ fide, and the Romans

and RBidls on the other.
Mifcellaneouy
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Mifcellancons Obfervations.—It has been already obferved,
that the great road from London to ‘Publin pafies through
this parith for feveral miles. The advantages of this are too
obvieus ta need any remarks,  We have alfo feveral other
roads of great utility. One direftly to Edinbargh intericils
this parith for 12 miles, Another, which is now. making
to-Ayr, alfo pafles through. it for feveral miles, This road &
the cffelt of the patriotifm and public fpirit of the gentlemen
of Galloway and of Ayrfhire, as the whole expence is to be
defrayed by their fubfcriptions. The utility of the obje&
will well reward them for whatever it may coft. There was
formerly no carriage road to Ayr without going round almoft
4c miles. The great advantage of having a communication
opened with fo rich a country as Ayrfhire will foon be ex-
perienced. - .-

‘This parifk produces neither lime nor coals. Lime, how-
even, is got from England, It cofts, at the fhore, 13d. per
Carlifie bufhel. The farmers generally lay on 5o buihels to
the acre, but it is by far too lirtle. Shells, which are faund
on the neighbouring fhores, are alfo fuccefsfully ufed as a
manure, They are brought in finall veficls for fome miles
up the Cree; and, when landed, the beft kind coft 1s. 4.:1.
per ton. 25 ton are commonly given to the acre. The fame
error 1s committed here as in the lime, _

The coals, as well as the lime, are brought from Lngland
They might be procured on very realonable terms, Were it
not for the duty they pay as on exportation, though they are
only carried acrofs a frith, from the Englith to the Scottifh
border, This duty renders shem very high priced, and re.
prefles the fpirit.of agriculture, manufallures, and commerge,
n every part of Galloway.
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