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UNITED PARISHES OF AITHSTING
AND SANSTING,

(Sheriffdem of Orkney and Zetland.——Prefbytery of Zete
land.)

By the Reverend Mr PaTriCcK BaRcLAY.

Situation and Kxtent.

HE parith is fituated in the middie of the main land of
Zetland. It is bounded on the north by the parifh

of Delting, from which it is feparated by a large inlet of the
fea, called Swarback’s Ainn, and which forms many fine bays
and harbours in Delting and Aithiting. On the fouth, it is
wathed by the ocean. ltis, in moft places, ¢ miles long,
and 6 miles broad. A very inconfiderable part of it is under
cultivation, and no exaét mealurement has ever been taken
of it. There are 801 merks land in the parifh; but the
extent of a merk land is very indefinite. Some farms, which
are rentalled for 6 merks, are of wwere extent, and worth more

rent, than oihiers that are rentailed for 1o or 12 merks.

Thefe merks are valued by fixpenny, ninepenny, and twelve-
penny land.  Sixpenny land pays to the propr.etor 8 merks
butter, and 12s. Scotch, per merk, Ninepeany land pays
12 merks butter, and 1 1. Scot¢ch 3 and twelvepenny land pays
16 merks butter, and 1, 4s. Scotch. [N. B. The lands are

reckoned by merks, and the butter is weighed by merks and
lifpunds. }
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[ lifpunds.] The merk is equal to 11 Amfterdam pound. 24
merks equal to a lifpund, or 3o merks Amfierdam. The
butter rent has never been raifed above this rule in any part
of this parifth ; but the price has been raifed from gs. to 1os.
per lifpund ; and the money rent has, in {fome places, been
quadropled., There are alfo many ontjets, 7. e, {mall parcels
of pround lately inclofed from the common, and fet to a te-

nant for money rent only.

Appearance and Climate.~~The appearance of the parifh is
rather hilly, but none of the hills are of any remarkable
height when compared with thofe in the neighbouring pa-
rithes. The cultivated ground is generally at the foot of the
hills, and on the {ea-fhore, and there is not a houfe in the pa-
rifth half a mile diftant from the fea. On the weit fide of
the parifh the hills are generally green on a mofly {oil, and
affording little pafture for fheep or horles in winter. QOn the
north the hills are dry and rocky, with {mall long heather,
and fine {weet grafs. In the middle of the parifh the hilis
are deep mofs, and afford plenty of coarfle grafs called Lub-
ba, and thort bufhy heather. "The parifh is every where in-
terfedted by long narrow bays called here Voes, or Friths.
The pafture on the fide of the Voe and in the Nefs, or pe-
ninfula formed by two Voes, is generally good, and great
plenty of fea-weed or tang to be found on the fhores. There
can be no river in the parith—fome {mall burns or rivulets,
which afford excellent trout, and the {ea-trout come into the
burns to fpawn, and are often caught in nets in Auguit and
September. There are upwards of 4o frefh water lakes in
the parifh; many of them might be drained at a fmall ex-
pence, and would greatly improve the pafture, or might be
inclofed for meadows, as the bottom is moltly green or mud-

There are two inhabited iflands, containing one family

dy.
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cach, who take care of the proprietor’s fheep flocks, and 5
fmail iflands or holms, in which the proprietor feeds theep
and cattle. The fmall part of the parith which is bounded
by the ocean, is a very high and rocky fhore, and fome cu-
rious caves formed by the weltern ocean, much frequented
by fcals, wild pigeons, fea-fowls, &c,—There is no wood in
the parith but in a gentleman’s garden, although therc is
pretty pood evidence, and an imperfect tradition, that the
parifl was once overrun with wood.——The air is moift and
foggy, but not unhealthy—Tue heat or cold never difugree-
able.~—L'he moit prevalent diftempers here feem to be com-
plaints on the liver ; and are faid to be occafioned by the vio-
lent exeriions tie men are often forced to make at {ea, and
the fudden tranfitions from hear to cold, to which they are
frequently expofid. Cramps and rheumatiims allo very
common. 1he epileply, to which the women in the northa-
ern parifies are very liable, bas not been {een here thele
many years. {he people are not {o healthy now as former-
Iy, owing to the great aiteration in the modz of living. The
general ufe of tea, though but lately introduced, has made a
very rapid progrefs. ‘The pooreft family in the parith will
not now dilpenfe with it, aud will fell their clothes, yea their
meal, to purchafe it. They ule a very coarle kind of black
tea, drink it very ftrong, and often without nulk or fugar :
The latter hardly ever ufed. The immoderate ufe of ipiritu-
ous liquors alfo materially hurts the confiitution, as well as
ruins the circumftances of many. Several of the laft gene-
ration lived to a great age. One man died, within thefe 12
years, aged 107; and one woman, this year, of g5; but
there is now only one man above 80 in the whole parifth.

Rent.—There are 17 heritors in the parith. Seven of the

{inalleft refide in it. 'There has never been any valuation of
the
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the lands. The rent paid to the landlords is 326 Lfpund,
19 merk butter, and 1913k 163, Scotch, Converting the
butter at 3 1. Scotch per lifpund, it is in all 26031, 16s.
Scotch, or 2241 o¢s 8d. Sterling; but the butter rent is
now charged by the heritors at 8s. and fometimes at 10s.
per lifpund,  After all, this is but a nominal rent ; for each
ienant reccives his poflellion from the landlord, on condition
of putting out the fixth fhare of a boat to the long Gfhing,
and delivering the wet fith to him or his tackfman at 3s. 6d.
Sterling per quintal or cwt. and his oil at 1o0d. or 13 per
cann ; {o that the real rent of the parifh depends on the pro-
fits ihe landlords make of the fith and oil, and is only known
to themfclves *.  Great part of the parith was lately fet to
a tackiman, whe paid above dounble rent for it; and, as the
fithings proved remarkably good during his tack, he made
confiderable profits, The poultry (cone for each merk land)
15 included in the rent, as ftated above. They pay allo three
days work from each family, when required ; and, when not
paid in kendars, coaverred at 6 d, per day. They are always
mnaintained by the landlord ; and their meat very often cx.
ceeds the value of their work. The parith alfo pays to Sir
Thomas Jundas, the fuperior, for fcatt, wattle, and oxpenay,
110} canns oil, and 30 lifpund, 6 merk buticr, and i140l.
1 5. Scotch money; in all, 2971 6s. Scotch, or 241 155
6 d. Sterling, This was evidently the land-tax paid to the
King of Norway or Denmark before thefe iflands were an-
nexed to the crown of Scotland, and has been, purh:npis very
unjuilly, continued on the tenants in Zetland, who, as they pay
cefs or land-tax to Britain befides, amounting generally to
t d. or 6. per inerk, may be [aid to pay double cefs every
vear. They pay allb corn teind, 8d. or 1o0d. per merk
Linl; one¢ half of which to the fuperior, as bifhop's rent,
and

* Vide parilh of Dunroflucefs,
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and one half to the minifter. They pay allo vicarage teinds
for cows, fheep, and boats. The total payments from the
parifh in a year, exclufive of cefs and day’s works, is 37421
74 d. Scotch, or 311l. r6d. gd. Sterling, converting the
butter as above.

It is very probable that all the lands in Shetland were al-
lodial or udal: The proprietor had no right to thow but
uninterrupted fucceflion. But, as thefe udaliers divided their
lands among all their children, (the fon got two merks, and
the daughter one ; hence #he fiffer part, a common proverb in
Shetland to this day), the pofleffions foon became trifling,
and were {wallowed up by great men, gencrally ftrangers,
many of whom acquired eftates in a very fhort time. None
of thefe udallers remain in this parith, and great part of the
lands are now feued from the fuperior. The f{uperiors for-
merly had many ways of procuring property in Shetland.
Patrick Earl of Orkney, in a difpofition of the lands of Sand
to Jerom Umphray, narrates, that he had evifted 4 merks
of that land from Powl Nicholfon in Culliwick, for fealing
o fwine, and that he had evidted 6 merks from
in Cullfwick, for ftealing bolts from his Lordfhip’s trood,
probably fome piece of wreck which had been drawn into
Cull{wick. In that fame difpofition, the Earl grants receipt
for the money from Jerom Umphray, at the rate of 171l
165. Scotch per merk land, ¢ being full land’s price at the
« time.” In 1789, three merk land in Fogragarth fold for
100 1. Sterling, and 40 fheep; and one of the merks is only
feued.

Agriculture.—Very little can be faid for the methed of
cultivation : It is, at bett, flovenly, and often prepofterous.
The foil is in a few places fandy ; in fome, it is clay ; but, in

general, it is deep black mofs. Every farm is inclofed or
divided
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divided frem the common pafture by a turf or flone dyke ;
but, in what is called a farm or fown, there are perhaps 13
or 14 tenants, whofe lands lic pro indivifp, and often runsig,
which effedtually prevents fmaller inclofures, and is, in many
other ways, inconvenient for the tenant. In fome farms of
39 or 40 merk land, there are often 4 heritors. As the pof-
feflions are by far too f{inall, the land is too frequently las
boured.

There are 14 ploughs in the parith, 4 oxen in each, who
g0 a-breaft. A large yoke is laid on the neck of the two
outermoft, and a {imall yoke on the innermoit oxen. "Thefe
yokes are joined by a double rope, to the middle of which is
fixed the draught or chain, which is from 24 to 18 fect long,
from the neck of the oxen to the nofe of the plough. The
plough is ¢f a very fingular coptiruétion. A crooked piece
of wood, bent (paturally) almelt ta a right angle, forms the
beam ; ta which is fixed a piece of oak {tave, about 7 feet
long, which muft be very pliable, and yield to the preflure
of the driver’s hand, when he would deepen his fur. The
coulter ftands almoft even up and down, and is always too
fhort. A fiyuare hole is cut through the lower end of the
beam, and the mercal, a piece of oal about 22 inches iﬂ.:ug,
introduced, which, at the other end, holds the lock and
fky. The furrow is made deep or fhallow, by driving a
wedge below or above the mercal, on the outfide of tlie
beam. ‘There is a f{iilt on the top of the plough; and the
man who holds it, walks on the white land at the fide of it.
This flender machine is liable to many sccidents. A fione
in the land, or even a ftiff furrow, often breaks it in pieces,
and the labouar is much retarded : It turns the furrow alinoft
quite round about; and pecople are employed to cut and
fincoth it with fpades, before the feed is fown, The outfields
generally lie ley one year, and are fown next April with

Vor. VIIL 4 E blick
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black oats. After the feed is fown, the dung is laid about
it, and both are very flightly harrowed. By this means, a
tolerable crop is generally procured, but the foil is never me-
liorated. Prejudice and obftinacy prevent their adopting
other methods, which have, on experience, been found to
anfwer better, fuch as allowing the lands to lic two or three
years ley, then take two crops, always turning down the
dung, by which means dry outficld may {oon be meliorated,
and converted into inficld. Some outfields or outbreaks can-
not admit of this, being § or 6 feet deep, and only give a
crop while the {urface is rotting.

Infield is generally laboured to bear or potatoes. The bear
land is always dunged, and the dung ploughed, or turned
down. Sometimes a crop of infield oats is taken, but very
feldom in this parifh. There are fome infield grounds which
are well known to have produced bear for thefe 40 years,
without ever lying ley, or being fown with oats. "Thefe
lands get a great deal of dung every year; and, in rainy
feafons, the crop is always laid to the ground. The manure
for infield is cow-dung, kept in the byre until feed-time, and
frequently mixed with athes and light mefly earth, which is
gathered in fummer, and kept in ftorehoufes for that pur-
pofe. The dung is (;m*rit:d out in winter on the outfields,
and made up in fmall dunghills, mixed with earth and fea-
ware. As the farms are generally too {mall for keeping
ploughs, by far the greateft part of the parifh is digged with
a curious light fpade, made for that purpofe. The dung is
carried on l}eap]e’s backs, though fometimes horfes are em-
ployed to carry it in crecls. There are only two carts in the
parifh, One of them has put out as much in a day as nine
people would have carried on their backs. No man in this
parifh will fow oats before the ryth April, by which means

the beft feafon is often loft. Harveft generally begins in
September,
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September.~No eftimation can be made of the guantity or
value of each {pecies of crop, as every man has his own
water-mill or hand-quearn, and grinds his own crop ; but, in
good feafons, the crop in this parifh would always maintain
the inhabitants, with the help of milk and fifh, and potatoes
and cabbage. The two latter grow in great abundance,

Wages.—Men-{ervants get from 151, to 81. Scotch, for
three-fourths of the year. In fummer, they are all employed
in the ling filhing, and the boys on beaches. The men get
from 121, to 24 1. Scotch; boys from 61 to 1o0l. Women-
{ervants get from 121. to 8 1. fometimes cheaper, when they
get their < bands to themfelves ;7 that is, liberty to fpin and
knit ftockings, for their own behoof and emolument, at lei-
fure hours. The yarn is generally fpun at night, when they
would be otherwile idie; and, when carrying dung, or tra-
velling on the road, they are always knirting. Their fervice
to the mafter is often very inconfiderable ; and they would
not get meat for their work in any other place. Artificers
are feldom paid by the day, and are always maintained by
the employer. A mafon has from 1o0d. to 14d. a day; his
fervants 6 d.; wright, 10d. ; taylor, fhoemaker, and boat-

builder, paid by the piece, and gencrally earn 8d. or 104d-

Provifiens,.—A fat ox, weighing from 3 to 4 cwt, fells at
3 1. Sterling ; a cow, 21.; fheep, 3s.; lamb, from 10d. to
15d.; calf; 15, 2d.; fwine, 2s. or 3s.; pigs, 6d.; goofe,
8d.; hews, 4 d.; chicken, 2d.; butter, from §s. to 8s. or
gs. per lifpund ; potatoes, 6d.; cabbage, never fold ; ditto
plants, from 3 d. to 12d. per hundred. When meal.is {old
in the parifh, it is from 2 s. to 235, 6 d. for oats, and 15, 8d.
or 2 s. for bear-meal, per lifpund ; feed oats, 1 5. 3d.; bear,

15. 8d.
Manufallurers.
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Manufaltures and Fifhing.—The parith produces a great
quantity of wool, which fells from 10 ¢, to 15d. per lifpund.
Very little good ufe is made of-it in the parith, A few
coarfe cloths are manufaftured for common ufe; and all the
fiockings, nightcaps, mitts, &ec. ufed in the parith. The
remainder is commonly deftroyed in coarfe flockings, which
can hardly bring the original value of the wool. They are
generally bartered in Lerwick for tea, fnufl, tobacco, linen,
lawns, cottons, &c. and feldom bring above 2} d. real value,
though they are nominally allowed ¢d.; for neither meal
nor ready money can be obtained for ftockings. It muft,
however, be acknowledged, that the manufaturers are much
to blame for the low price of ftockings, as they are generally
of an extreme bad quality. A confiderable quantity of kelp
is made in this parith, perhaps from 40 to go tons in a year.
The fhores are generally let to a farmer, who makes the kelp
at his own expence, and receives from the landlord gos. per
ton. He employs women or boys at 4s. 6d, per month, or
2 d. a tide. This manufalture is but lately introdoced, and
is of very effential fervice, as many people earn fomething at
1t, who never had or could have earned a penny in any other
way.

The people, in general, have a turn for handicrafts ; but,
as they have no opportunity to learn, and but very little
fteadinefs in themfelves, they feldom come to perfeftion in
any trade. very.nan almoft tans his own leather, (often
with the tormentile root), makes his own fhoes, coarfe cloths,
&c, There is no convenient fithing {tation in this parifh,
nor any beaches fit for drying the fifh. The fmall part of it
which has immediate accefls to the ocean, is a bold rocky
fhore. The ling and cod fithing is, however, carried on with
great vigour by the inhabitants, who are not inferior in ikill
and aétivity to any of their neighbours. In the month of

June,
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June, almoft cvery man in the parith leaves his lkome, and
goes to the proper fifhing flations in the neighbouring pa-
rifhes of Walls and Nortbmavine. The expence of this ffh-
ing, and the mode of carrying it on, will be defcribed by the
minifters of thefe parithes. There are about 36 fix-oared
boats, for this fithing, belonging to the parith; and many
young men are hired by fithers in Northmavine. A few
ling and cod are caught at the fouth end of the parith, and
fell, ling 6d. cod 2 d. Plenty of haddocks and whitings fell
1d. per dezen. Pollocks, or young feath, caught in fummer,
and {ell for 1 d perfecore.  Sillocks fet in, in great quantities,
to the bays or voes in winter ; but, as every man is now at
home, and can fith for himfelf, thefe are feldom fold, Her-
rings, caught in the bays in autumn, fell for 1d, per {core,
or 3s. per mett, nearly a barrel of frefh ungutted herrings.
No tide-ways in this parifh, The only exports fent diredtly
by fea are kelp, herrings, butter, and a very fmall quantity of
oil. DBlack cattle, ho:fes, and ftockings, are generally foid to
the Lerwick merchants, No town or village. No inns;
perhaps 30 or 40 gin and tea fhops, to the great ruin of the
morals, health, and circumftances of the inhabitants., The
landlords could eaflily prevent this trade; and it would be
much for their advautage to do fo, as feveral of the tenants
fpend more in thefe thops than they give to the landlord in
a yeor; and fome fpend all they are worth, fo the lapndlerd
gets nothing s yet this trade is carricd on by his own tenants,
(who have no tacks, and might therefore be foon removed.)

No road in the parifh ; and, in many places, it is not pof~
fible to make them, the hills are fo rugged, and the mofs fo
deep. Great plenty of fine bays and harbours, which are of
little confequence here, as a fhip has hardly been feen in
fome of them within the memory of man. On the north,

the bay of Aith, and voe of Burra Frith, afford very fine
anchorape
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anchorage for many miles. The entrance is from St Magnus
Bay, through Swarback Minn Cloufta Voe, where vefiels
would be fafe in all weathers, and could lic alongfide of the
rock, in 20 feet water. Voe of Unrufrith, great quantities
of kelp made and fhipped in the two laft;~—~Snarranefs,
where herrings are often caught and loaded. Gruten Voe,
and Ollas Voe, on the weft, very fine large bays, fheltered
from all fea and winds. The entrance is through the fouth
end of Vaila Sound, a much frequented harbour in the parith
of Wazlls. On the fouth, are Skeldavoe, Selivoe, and U'refta-
voe, all of them fine harbours, but wvery little frequented.
The entrance is from the ocean. As the parifh is every
where interfeéted by long voes, the traveller has often occa-
fion to crofs ferries. There are, however, no ftated ferry-
boats ; but the people are very ready to affilt and forward
their neighbours, often for nothing, and at beft for a very
fmall hire. There is no fhip or veflel belonging to the

parifh.

Church and Posr.—The church was built in 1780, and got
a new roof in 178¢. The manfe was built in 1770, and was
repaired in 1988. The ftipend is let to a tack{man for 6o l.
Sterling, exclufive of an .augmentation of 111 19s. lately
obtained. Hugh Sutherland was minifter here in the begin-
ning of laft century; was fucceeded by James Strachan, who
was drowned in 1691, crofling a fmall ferry in the parith.
His fucceflor, Cornelins Barron, was very unjuftly, as is faid,
depofed by a committee of the General Aflembly, fent here
in the beginning of this century, to inquire into the ftate of
the church, and fee if the minifters had conformed to Prei-
byterianifm. Mr Barron had conforined ; but they fought
after, and pretended to find other caufes for fetting him

afide. It will perhaps hardly be believed now a.days, that
bodily
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bodily infirmity, and affli¢tion from the hand of providence,
were his greateft crimes.

The number of poor on the roll are 10, 8 women and 2
men, all of them aged and infirm. Each of them has a
particular diftri€t in the parifh to which they are confined,
and every houfeholder keeps them onc night for every merk
land he labours. They get clothes and fhoes from the feffion
annually, and the expence of their funerals is paid from the
poor’s funds. There are therefore no travelling begpars of
this parifh. Many poor families alfo require afliltance to
buy feed corn, or purchafe meal, cattle, &c. The frequent
misfortunes at the fifhing, greatly increafe the number of
widows and orphans, who muft receive occafional fupply.
The only fund for the fupport of the poor is the Sunday
colleftions, which amount to about 7l per awaum, and a
few fines impofed by the f{effion for mildemeanours, In
1784 and 1785, the whole money in the feffions hands was
exhaufted, excepting 10l Sterling, which had been lent, and
could not be recovered at that time. It has been fince re-
paid ; and the funds now amount to 17 L Sterling. Seo great
was the poverty and diftrefs of the people in general at that
time, that many would have perifhed for want, but for the
charitable contributions of well difpofed perfons in England

and Scotland, and a large {fupply fent from government,

Popuiaticn.—In 1733 there were 987 fouls. In Dr Web-
fter’s lift, in 1955, 9115 in 1795, 1223 3 and January 1792,
1283,

Aot
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Amount of Population iy Sandfling and Autkfling, Yan. 1. 1792,
12855 of which 630 are Men, and 655 Women,

Men above Bo 1 Women above go 4
70 11 — go 7
—_——— (g 46 Ja 15
= 40 Q2 G0 54
3o 64 40 109
20 160 30 26
B io 131 - el 143
below 10 17¢ 10 103
below 16 144
153<:~ W
655
Men, 630
In all, 1283
Average of births for 10 years, from 19134, Is, Boys,  Girls,
riy Ory

Ditto for Ialt 1o years, - - - 144 11l
Average of marriages for 10 years, from 1734, is [

Ditto for the laft 10 years, is - - " - 1g

N. B. From December 1739, te December 1740, there
was no marriage in the parifh.

There are 46 widows, 14 widowers, and 12 batchelors
who have houfe and land ; but moft of thefe are young men
ftaying with their mothers on their father’s tacks, There is
no exalt regifter of deaths, as there are four burial places in
the parith, and no {tated grave-digger ; but as far as can be
made out, the average of 10 years preceding 1791, is g3 but
laft year there died 47, 30 of which in the {mall-pox. There
have been 16 twins bern in the parith within thefe 10 years,
B of which by two fifters.

The
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Thie increafe of the people is owing to the number of outa
fets, and fplitting of tacks, by which rmeans the number and
poverty of the people are much increafed. There is one
farex now pofleffed by y tenants, and 3 outfets, which, id
742, had only 2 tenants ;~many others, where the number
of families is tripled. Formerly, the landlords in this parifh
were little concerned in the ling fifhing. Many perfons now
alive remember when there was not one fix-oared boat in the
miniftry ; and the firft mafter of a boat to the Ha-af, or
ling fithing, from Sanfting, is ftill alive. Many of the tenants
had large flocks of {heep and cattle, and found their profit in
ftaying home to lock after them, and others went to North-
mavine fithing for fees; and, if they paid their rent to the
landlord, nething more was afked. The landlords now find
it neceffary to profecute the filhing on their own account;
and to increafe the number of fecamen, is their great and
conftant codeavour, With this view, out{ets were increafed,
greatly to the destriment of the pafture and fheep flocks,
The rentalled lands were fubdivided, and fet on this exprefs
provifion, that they fhould fit out a fixth fhare of a boat to
the ling fifhing ; and every encouragementr was given to
young men to marry, and fettle in the country, The reve-
nues of the parifth are certainly increafed; buat the number
of women and children, whe can do nothing for themfelves
or the landlord, in much greater proportion. The ftock of
catt]le and fheep is perhaps nearly the fame ; bat, being divi-
ded among a much greater number of people, any material
lofs, fuch as happened in 1784, is much more feverely felt ;
and the produltion or profit of that flock cannot go {o far in
fupplying the neceffitics of an increafed number of people.
The fithing is not nearly fo plentiful now as before 5 but the
quantity of land under cultivation, has perhaps increafed in
equal proportion with the people, (2 £. a much greater quan-
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tity of land is under cultivation now than was 6o or 7o years
apo). It muft, however, be ftated here, that the number of
peor on the roll, about 6o years ago, was more than double
of what it is now. Whether this was owing to improper
admiffion, or if their neceffities were really greater, cannot
now be difcovered. One probable conjefture is, that the
number of fervants muft have been greater then than now ;
and, as they could hardly be fuppofed to fave any thing
from their trifling fees, they had little other dependance,
when old, but on the poor’s funds. One other obfervation
is, that the Sunday colle€tions were much greater then than
they are now.

There are 204 families in the parifth, (the average in a fa-
mily 6;); but, in many of thefe families, there are two fets
of children; the father and his family, and the eldeft fon
married, and has a family. They are divided, and clafled by
their ages, as per the table. No other divifion can be made.
All the people in the parifh are natives of Shetland, except
one man from Argyle, and one woman from Aberdeenthire.
T'here are no fectaries of any denomination;—no town or
village ;—no diftinét divifion can be made by their occupa-
tions or fituatiors in life. There are 3 blackfmiths, 4 ma-
fons, many taylors, weavers, wrights, boat-builders, fhoe-~
makers, &c. ; but nonc earn their bread by that occupation
alone : Every man almoft is filher, farmer, and artificer ; o
that hardly any man in the parifh, except the minifter,
makes his bread by one trade,

Cattle,—~The number of horfes cannot be afcertained ;
(they exceed 8co); they are very fmall, but generally hand-
fome, and of high mettle ;—arec employed in the parith in
carrying peats and turf, and in riding to church. A great
pumber are fold annually to the farmers in Dunrofinefs, to
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Orkneymen, and to the merchants in Lerwick, who fend
them to Leith, London, Hull, Holland, &c. They fetch
from 12]. to 361. Scotch, i.e from 1l. to .31, Sterling.

The number of fheep cannot be properly afcertained, as
they go at freedom on the hills; and fome of them are fo
wild, as only to be caught by dogs ; and the owners are very
careful to conceal their number, to cheat the teinl-mafier.
Perhaps gooo may be near the truth.

There are 850 milching cows, befides oxen and young
cattle, and a great number of {wine, who go loofe in the
pafture in fummer ; and not being ringed, do a great deal of
mifchief; and, in winter, they turn up and deftroy the corn
land and meadows, No mines or mineral {prings of any
confequence. |

Difadvantager.—The want of manufallures is a great lofy,
as the people, efpecially women and children, are idle for at
leaft half of the year.—The woollen manufature molt natu-
rally prefents itfelf, in the firfk place. The tenants have no
tacks, but fit from year to year, at the will of their Lindlord.
By this mecans they are difcouraged from improving their
farm ; becaufe, when they grow old, or unable to go to fea,
they may be turned out, and are very often overbid by
young {tout men. The immoderate confumpt of tea and
{pirituous liquours is a great ruin to their health and circom-
{tances, It would be impoliible to carry on the fithing with-
out gin 3 but the {mall retail fhops in the parith are a great
nuifance and ruin,

The people, in generasl, have too great a turn for line
clothes. A great deal of money is laid out in a year for
Scotch and Englith cloths, ftuffs, cottons, lawns, &c. while
their own wool is neglefied or deftroyed. Perhaps a pre-
mium offered to the man who had the beft fuit of clothes
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fpun in his houfe, and manufaétured in the country, if not
in the parith ; aod to the woman who had the beft plaid,
gown, and petticoat, of her own fpinning, might prevent
this, and give the people, in general, a turn for manufafturing
their own wool.

Mijeellaneous Obfervations.—The language fpoke is 2 mix-
ture of Norwegian, Dutch, and Englifh ; but all the inhabi-
tants now under(tand pure Englith, though they could fpeak
among themf{elves fo as an Englifhman could not underftand
them. 'The names of places are of Norwegian extradtion,
and are generally expreflive of the fituation, or fome pro-
perty of the place. Examples are needlefs. Many peo-
ple now living obferve the great change in manners and
drefs of the inhabitants : They remember when tea was not
known j~—when there was not a coat in the parifh but what
had been {pun and woven in it ;—and only two or three hats
in the parifh : They obferve alfe, that there is not a fixth
part of the fmall fifh to be caught along the {hores now as
when they were boys. Boats were then feldom ufed but for
ling and cod ; they got plenty of fillocks and pillocks from
the rocks.—The {mall-pox have not been general in this
parith within the memory of man until r791. Whole fami.
lies of people, from 6o years and downwards, were feized
with this difeafc. The people were at firt much afraid of
them, and ufed every mean to avoid the infettion. It foon,
however, fpread through the parith ; and, of about 30 wha
gaught it in the natural way, full two thirds died. They
were at laft perfuaded to fubmit to inoculation. 327 were
inoculated by a phyfician, of which § died ; one of themn 3
woman paft 6o ; another a very fickly boy. About 100
were inoculated by common men, who pretended to ne fkill,
gnd gave no medicines. Five of thele died § and the greateft
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part of the réft, had the good fortune to fall under the phy-
ficians care, and all of them learned his cool regimen. (A
young gentlemen in the neighbourhood inoculated above 200
there, and did not lofe one). There are flill about 250 in this .
parith who would not {fubmit to inoculation, and had the
good luck to cfcape the infetion. The {mall-pox fpread
over about half the parifh in 17403 and it appears, from =
regifter of deaths at that time, that there died 78. About 4o
years ago, they were in a finall corner of the parith, efpeci-
ally about Cullfwick; there are at leaft a third more inhabi-
tants there now, than were then, and there died 17 in that
place, 11 of which were buried in one week, In 1791 there
were 58 inoculated in Cullfwick, and not one died.

A number of young men from this parifh go to fea. Some-
times they engage with the Greenland fhips for the feafon,
and are landed again in the antumn. Their wages are high;
but they learn many bad habits, and feldom put their money to
good ufe. Many of them bind apprentices to Greenland, and
other fhips, and make fine hardy feamen. During the Ame-
rican war four men enlifted for foldiers, which is very uns
common here. The country, in generzl, agreed with go.
vernment for a certain number of men during the war, for
which they got proteflions to fifhers from being imprefled,
Of thefe 20 went from this parith, and only cight returned,

or are alive,
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