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NUMBER LV,
PARISH OF DUNDONALD.

( lf:‘arﬂlﬂ.t’-j and Prefbytery of Ayr.—Synid of Glafgow and
Ayr.)

By the Reverend Mr RoBERT DUNCAN.

Name and Situation.

O word in the Englith language accurately determines

the form of that rifing ground which is known in
Scotland by the Celtic term, dun. The parith of Dundon-
ald derives its name from an eminence on which ftands an
antient and royal caftle. In this caftle lived and died Robert
11, the firft King of the Stewart line. From lrvine harbour,
which is within its lirnit, this parifh extends eight Englifh
miles along the fea coft, and terminates on the fouth, at the

_place where the Rumbling and Pow.burns meet, and dif-

charge themielves into the fea: A place which, on account
of iits quick funds, is very dangerous to travellers ®

Soil

* The {ea coalt between Ayr and Irvins being flat, and, exs
cepting at this place, which is about three miles from Ayr, the
fands being firm and the profpect delightful, a firong tempta-
tion 15 prefented to pafs from the one town to the other alon
thore. But, us fome perfons have been burried alive at this fpot,
it is an lmpt:-ltfmt caution not to atfempt pd[img it at hlgh. wai-
ter, and at other times to keep as clofe as poflible to the fowe
tvater mark,
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g:0 ' Statiftical dceount

Soil and Appearance.—The parith of Dundonald prefents as
great vaviety in point of Soil and external appearance as is to 3
be met with in any part of the kingdom, The Claven hills,;
and Shoualton meofs, which lies immediately under them: to i
the north, divide it almoft into two equal parts; upper.and.y
lower. The former being inland, is, in general, of a fertife,
clay, though fome farms are more inclined to a loamy, and -
two or three to a light texture. This part of the parifh con-
filts of gentle eminences, adorned with clumps and belts of
planting. The lower part, between the hills and the fea, is
very flat. Some barren fandy hillocks are to be {een in dif-
ferent places by the fhore. Cutting the bent, which grows
upon them, no doubt, adds to their barrennefs, and renders
them a better {port to the winds. However, there is a great
extent of arable, and efpecially of good pafture, ground near
the {ea, and particularly about the Troone. Half a mile in-
ward, and along the fkirts of the hills, i3 2 mixed foil of ex-
cellent quality ; very proper for culture, and which, after re-
gular tilloge, runs immediately into rich grafs.

The Claven hills confift of various heights, and extend a-
bout three miles -from fouth-eaft to north-weft, and a mile
and an half from north-eaft to fouth-weft. Many of thefe
heights are arable, ail of them afford pafture, and fome
of them have their fhelving fides ornamented with oak, afh,
birch, alder, hazle, &c. None of them are {o elevated as
to require critical meafurement, or-comparifen with many
hills in the county of Ayr, yet they have long been diftin-
guifhed by particular names. The two higheft are ftiled the
Lamont and Warley hills. Perhaps the latter, which over-
tops the reft, is a corruption for warlike; the lines of two
encampments being f&ill diftinét upon it. Thele are ufually
defigned Roman encampments, though their form appears
{ufficiently to confute that defignation. The largeft contains,

within a circular embarkment of loofe ftones and earth, ten
acres
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¢f Dundonald. 617

acres of ground ; and there is an inner circle of the fame
kind, and from the fame center, which inclofes one of thefe
aecres. The other encampment is about two hundred yards
diftant. WNo artificial work has ever been raifed upon its

north-eaft quarter ; the fieepnefls of the declivity being a fuf-
ficient defence. But, on the fouth and weft, the circular

embankment is ftrong, and within is a beautiful platform not

cexceeding an acre in extent. Hiftorians feem to agree that

the Norwegians, who afterwards were defeated at Largs,
landed near to Ayr; and it is not improbable that thefe
heights were immediately occupied, and in this manner for-
tified, by them. No place could be more proper for their
purpofe, both on account of the extenfive proipedt, and of
its great fecurity before the invention of fire arms, A per.
fon ftanding within either of thefe encampments, is enter-
tained with a delightful profpeét, to the fouth, of the lands
lying upon Ayr and Doon rivers ; and the prolpedt, upon this
quarter, is terminated by the high hills of Carrick and Gallo-
way. Turning to the north-eaft, Cunningham and part of Kyle
exhibit a grand and rich amphitheatre, at leaft 14 miles in
diameter. 1n a clear day, the eye is loft among hills fireach.
ing far beyond Ben-Lomond. To the weft, the {peétator has
a noble view of the frith of Clyde, of Bute, Cumbraes,
Cowal, the Paps of Jura, Arran, Plada, Sanda, the point of
Cantyre, and different parts of the kingdom of Ireland appear-
ing between Kintyre and Ailfa. The fingular form of this
laft ifland, rifing like a mighty pyramid from the ocean, is
beauntifully contrafted by the fimilar appearance of Loudon
hill, rifing on the oppofite fide from the land. No wonder
that the inhabitants of the bleak inountains of Scandinavia
were captivated with the profpeét, and excired to contend
vigoroufly for the pofleffion of this part of Scotland.

Vor. VII. 4 I Population,
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518 Statifiical Acciunt

Population.~In 19¢ ¢, the number of fouls was rated at g97.

In 1792, the total is - - - 1317
Of thefe—Males - - - - 658
Females - - - - 659

Below 10 years of age - - 718

From 1o to 20 years - - 203

From 20 te 30 - - e 220

From 3o to 40 - - - 16§

From 40 to 5o - - - 146

From 50 to 6o - - - 82

From 6o to 70 - - - 43

From 70 to 8o - - - a6

From 8o to go - - - 3

From go to 100 - - - 3

Aonnal average of births during 28 years « . 35
of marriages - - - 16

- - of burials - - - 17

Rent.—Valued rent 63671 17s5. 5d. Scots, Real rent
about 61c0l. Sterling.

Church, School, and Posr.—Tp the minifters ftipend, which
formerly was 100 bolls 14 pecks of meal, 32 bolls 11 pecks
of bear, Ayrfhire meafure, and 20 merks Scots; the Lords
Commiflioners of teinds have, this year, granted an augmenta=
tion of 25 1. 3 5. 2% d. Sterling, and 5 I. Sterling to defray the
expence of communion elements. 'I'he manfe was rebuilt in
1784, upon a very neat plan, and was the firft in this part
of the country, which had flated offices. 'The glebe is 4
acres. No grals is allowed for horfe or cows, The fchool.
mafters falary is 1co merks Scots, The average of {cholars,
34. ‘The inhabitants are obliged to keep two private fchools,
in two corners of the parifh, which are at too great a diitance

from
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of Dundonald, f1g

from the kick town, for their young children. The f{chool-
mafter has a dwellinghoufe and fchoolhoufe, but no garden.
The funds for the poor are, the interelt of 1441 flock
in the bank of Ayr, thae monies received at private bapti{ins
and for mortcloths, and the weekly colle€tions : The average
of the provifion for the poor for nine years paft, is 36 L
Seven perfons, receive, at prefent, a weekly penfion from 135,
to 1s. 6d.; and eleven receive occafional fupply. None
are allowed to beg. Near to the village of Dundonald, is
the caftle already mentioned, which gives name to the earl-
dom in the family of Cochrane. The nfing ground oa
which the caitle ftands,. wikh § roods of land adjvining, is
all the property in this parith which now pertains to rhat
family. No authentic record can be produced at what time
this callle was built, or when it was {poiled of its roof, and
rendered defolate, A large pile fill remains : The walls are
very thick, and built of whiniftone, which is in ubundance near
it. 'The corners are of a frecftonz, fuperior in quality to any
now found in the parith. The Stuart arms are engroffed in
different parts of the bulding, and the whole has much the
form of thofe caftles which were railed in many places of
Lritain during the 12th and 13th centuries. Among the
hulls 1s ftill dilcernable the veflige of another caltle, called
Kemplaw, and which is faid to have been of high antiquity.
Uppﬂﬁlc to the willape and caftle is a very beautiful bank
of wood, upwards, in imoft places, of 100 fect in height, and
extending near a mile to the northweft. In a grand curva-
ture of this bank, and on a gentle eminence, ftands the houfe
of Auchans, for a long period the refidencz of the Wallaces
of Dundonald. About 1640, this eftate came into the pol-
feflion of Sir William Cochrane of L.owdon, kuight; who
was afterwards created Earl of Dundenald. Since the begin-
ning of this century, the eftate has been the property of the
Larl
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G20 Statiftical Account

Earl of Eglintoune, who, with it; acquired the patronage of
the parifh, At the Auchans, are the remains of a fmall arch-
ard which was once in high reputation. The pear, known
in Scotland by the name of Auchans, derived that name
from this place. The tree came originally from France, was
planted in this orchard, grew to a great height, and was, not
long ago, blown down by a ftorm. Some large trees, parti-
cularly planes and ath, may be fegn in different parts of the
parifh, eipecially at the Auchans,

Heritors.—The heritors of the parith are in number 16,
and, excepting two of them who have only 3¢ acres, refide
cither within the bounds of the parith, or in s vicinity.
The houfes of Fullerton, Fairlie, Hillhoufe, and Newfield
are modern buildings, very commodious and elegant in their
refpetive forms. To Mr Fairlie of Fairlie, the country is
indebted for a confiderable fhare of its improvement iu agri-
culture. Of this not only his own eftate in this parifh, but
the numerous eftates belonging to the Earl of Eglintoune,
in the countigs of Ayr, Lanerk, and Renfrew, all under his
mapagement, are a fuflicient dewonftration, Perfevering
with uncommon firmnefs in combating the prejudices of old
tenants, dividing the lands and making reftrictions fuitable
to the foil and {ituation, he has rendered the farmers, in ge-
neral, more wealthy and refpeltable, and the lands much
more valuable. To Mr MtKerrel of Hillhoufe, the couantry
is under great obligations in apother line. He was the firft
who introduced the filk manufallory into Pailley, and his
fons ftill carry it on to a confiderable extent, Colonel Ful-
lerton of Fullerton, and Major Crawfurd of Newfield, par.
ticularly diftinguifhed themfelves in the Eaft Indies.

Fugl.wwThis parifh is well fituated for fuel, Shoualton
mals,
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- of Dundenald, 627

mofs, which is of an irregular figure; near 4 miles in cir-
cumference, - is- an inexhaoftible fund for peat. But there:is
lictle demand for peat owing te the abundance of coal, At
Fairlie a fecing coal has been wrought for many years for the
benefit of the country, and, for fome feafons pafl, 2 good
blind coal, which is exported at Irvine for the Irith market.
On account of this coalwork, a village, named Rumford, has
of late years ftarted up clofe by Fairlie bridge.. It contains at
prefent 74 inhabitants, At Shoualton a feeing coal is
wrought both for the ufe of the people in the town and
neighbourhoed of Irvine, and for exportation. The load of
eoals has lately been raifed, and is now fold at the former
of thefe works at 8 d. and at the later rod. Thele coale
lieries employ many failors and carters in Irvine, and dur-
ing the fummer and winter months, a3 number of tenants,
who, by thefe means, give conflant work to their horfes,
Mifeellaneons Qbftrvations.— A cotton work has lately been
eredted in the village of Dundonald, which emplors g0 PEr=
fons, old and young. The carding machives are ruru.d by a
horfe. Excepting 6 weavers, 3 taylers, 4 fno-nakers. 2
mafons, 4 joiners, and 3 fmiths, the reft of the iniabitants,
able for work, are eciaployed in agricelture. Land is let
from 1§ to 3o fhillings per acre, according to its quality.
Moft of the farms are in 3, fome in 4, breaks. Oats and
bear are the principal articles of culture. There are 3 mills
upon this ide of Irvine river. One of them for cats ; ano-
ther for oats and lint ; and the third, lately built upon the
land of Shoualton, at confiderable expence and with great
improvements, for wheat, oats, and barley. No lime has
ever been difcovered in this parith. The farmers in the
lower part of it have for many years imported lime-flone
from Ireland. ! Confidering the greater quantity of calca-
reous
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pequs earth in the Irith.lime, they are at lefls expence fox
this kind _arf manure than, to ¢art it frogm the neighbowring
parifhes of Symingzon and Riccartoun. They have likewife
the advantage of the fea-wrack, Notwijthiftanding the hills
and mofs already mentioned, the parifh produces more than
double the quantity of grain neceflary for its own confumpt.
The attention of the farmers has, of lite years, been turned
to the regring of young cattle, both horfes and cows, and to
the making of fweet-milk cheefe. Beoth muft in a fhore
time be highly beneficial to the country ; moch money have
ing long been drained out of it, to England for cheefle, and
to Ireland for horfes. ln fummer (%91, there were in the
parith 235 draught horfes, 120 young ditto, 14 bulls, 597
milch cows, 782 young ditto, bulls and ftots ;3 433 black cat-
tle feeding for market; 1ogo fheep, viz. 603 of the {imall
kind and black faced, 338 of 3 mixed breed between the
Englifh and Scotch, white faced ; a Turkith ram brought
by Colonel Fullerton from Cenftantinople in 1790, and 48
lambs the offspring of this foreigner, and ewes of the mixed
breed.

_ There are 4 licenced public houfes in the parith 3 but the
jnhabitants are, in gencral, very fober and indufirious. Their
immode of living is much improved within thefe 20 years.
Their way of living and their induftry have a mutual ine
fluence. No cuftoms or amufements are peculiar to them.
Great weddings arg faft going into difufe. Country burials
are not well regulated. The company are iovited at 1
o’clock forenoon, but they are, probabiy, not all arrived at 2.
Till of late a pipe and tobacco. were provided for every one
of the company; but this cuftom is entirely laid afide. An
anticnt practife ftill continpes in this parith and neighbour-
hood of kindling a large fire, or tawnle. as it is wfuzlly termed,

of wood, upon fome eminence, and makiog merryaround i,
I.IPDB
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tponr the eve of the Wednefday of Marymafz fair in Irbine.
As moft fair ddys in this country were formerly popifh holy
days, and their eves were ufually {pent in religions ceremox
nies and in diverfions 5 it has been foppofed, that tawnles
were firft lighted up by our catholic fathers, though fome
derive their origin from the druidical times.

The Troone, which might be made an excellent harbour,
is the weft point of Dundonald parith. In its natural condi-

tion, it affords fafe anchoring ground from every quarter but
the north-weft. It is an arm of rock running near a mile in-

to the fea, and bending from fouth to north, broad and
covered with rich pafture towards the land, and narrowing
into a barren point, part of which is for a little diltance con-
cealed even at low water. Within the point at half a cables
length from the rock, the mariner may truft to have three
fathoms water at half-Bood. The merchants of Glafgow,
fenfible of the advantages of this natural harbour, near a cen-
tury ago made offer to the proprietor of feuing the lands ad-
joining to it. But their offer was rejeted, for a reafon, as
it is reported, which however ridiculous it may now appear,
would be accounted very cogent in thole days; left a rife
fhould be occafioned in the price of butter and egps. The
place, where Port.Glafgow now ftands, was deemed by the
merchants the next flation moft eligible for their trade. The
Lady-ifle, which lies in the mouth of Ayr Bay, is a pendi.
cle to this parith ; and, as it affords {ecurity to veflels upon
this flat and dangerous coaft, the Magiftrates of Glafgow have
erefted two pillars to diredt them *. Upon the Troone ftands

an

* The following is the belt Ratiftical account of the fea-coaft
of this parifh that can be given to the failor. ¢ Lady lile is
¢ abont half a mile in length, of an oval figure, and lies in the
¢ Trith of Clyde, about 15 miles eaflt fouth-ealt from Holy Ifle
“ in the mouth of Lamlath, g miles fouth from Saltcots, 5 miles

fouth-welt
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an elegant oftogonal temple, built by the late Fullerton, who
was a gentleman of claflic tafte, This temple commands an
extenfive profpeét, and is, Baccho laetitiae datori, amicis et otio
Jacrum. The Troone is an excellent fituation for fea bathing,
and is much reforted to by the inhabitants of Kilmarnock,
and of other inland parts. People from Elgin carry on fifhing
of falmonatthe Troone, and the Black-rock which is near a mile
to the fouthward. In dry fummers they are moft fuccefsful, as
floods give the falmon an opportunity of afcending the neigh-
bouring rivers. Salmon, when moft abundant, are fold at

I""hhﬁ'hllhﬁﬁh!ﬁﬁ!ﬁn.‘nn'nﬁﬁnnﬁnn

4d.

fouth-weft, one half fouth fiom Irvine, 2 miles weflt from
Troone-point, § miles north north-welt from Ayr, and 24
miles north-ealt by eall from Ailfa. The above bearings are
afcertained by the compafs, without allowing any variation.
—In the infide of this Ifland, oppofite to the main land,
there is good anchoring ground; and, for the direftion c}f'
fhips and veffels, z ftone beacons are erefted on the notth-
weft part thercof, of fuch a height as to be eafily feen at a
diftance.—The beft anchor ground is where thefe two beacons
are brought under one, where there is g fathoms water with-
in a cabie’s length of the fhore, and clean ground, which
grows gradually deeper for half a mile to the fouth-eaft, till
there is 14 fathoms water, and then it grows gradually Thal-
lower towards the bar of ﬁ.}rr.—There is a ridge of rocks be-
tween Lady 1fle and the ‘[ruce-point, abont three gquarters
of a mile ealt from the largeft beacon, which is not broad,
and runs near fouth and north. On this ridge there are, at
low water, 3 and 1 half fathoms, and veffels coming roo near
it are only in hazard of damaging their cables.——The half
tide rock lies from 1 eight to 1 quarter of a mile north north.
eall from the largell beacon, and is covered at half floods ;
and there is a channel betwixt it and the IHlaad 4 feet deep at
low water, where fmall craft may go through, but large vef-

fels muft ]:e:p on the outfide of it.—The rock called Lap=-
poch, about 100 yards in length, is in a line with lrvine ttee-
ple, the half tide rock, and Lady Ifle ; and lies about 1 muie
and © half fouth fouth-welt from the bar of Irvine ; it is dry
at Iow water, and has a broad channel berwixt il: and the
main land, from 7 to 8 fathoms decp~~Navigated and fur-

veyed by James Barry.
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4d. per pound. There are fome lobfters and crsbs among
the rocks. Some tons of kelp are made, every third or
fourth year, from the fea weed which grows upon the rocks.
Colonel Fullerton has lately built 2 houfe at the Troone, for
drying the fea-weed thrown in by the furf, and for making
kelp from it. Bat, it is very uncertain, whether 2 manufac.
ture of this nature will yield a profit fufficient to recompenfe
the lofs of manure. The Colonel has two extenfive rabbit
warrens near the fhore 3 both of them very thriving. While
the Ifle of Man remained a diflinét fovereignty, the Troonse’
was found to be a very convenient ftation for veflcls employ-
ed in contraband trade. The Britiflh government gave the
firft check to finuggling upon this coaft, by purchafing the
regal power of that petry ftate. Happily the commuration
alt has nearly annihilated the boftile traffic. It muft be ac-
knowledged, that leflening fome duties to a certain degree
would not injure the revenue ; and yet more effeftually cut
up this bufinefs, than a fleet of cutters, or an‘army of cuftom
and excife officers. Uncontrovertible evidente muft convince
cvery attentive man, living uvpon the coaft of Ayrfhire, of
the great wildom of the apoftle, in joining thofe two pre-
cepts in one fentence, Fear God, Honour the King, Smug-
gling, in its very nature, tends to weaken in the dealer that
fenfe which he hat of lawful authority, to cifturb his peace,
to injure his health, to corrupt his mammers. Muft it not be
regretted, that men of aimable difpofitions {hould be feduced
by the temptations of this trade. Were profit and lofs up-
on it clearly calculated, the balance would be much againtt
the profir fide, putting health and peace and charafter out
of the queftion.

END OF VOLUME SEVENTH.
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