*4 Staiftical Aecount,
7 U NUMBER. V.
PARISH or Tug ABBEY or PAISLEY.

(County of Rﬂ;frew.u-—'Pr;gﬂvyffr‘; of Paiflcy.~Syncd of
Glafgow and Ayr.).

By the Reverend Mr RoseaT Booc.

Situation and Extent.

HE parifh of FPaifley is in leagth, from caft to wefl,

. about nine miles, varying in breadth from half a mile

to about three. 'Till 1736, the parith extended over the

town of Paifley; but an additional church at that time be-

coming neceffary, the town was erelted into a feparate pariths

and the original parith has, Gince that period, been diftin-

guifhed by the name of the Abbey pari/h, or, more properly,
abe parifb of the Abbey. of Paifley. ,

No fatisfattory etymology has hitherto occurred of the
name Paifley. 'The following has been fuggefted by 2 good
Gaelic fcholar ; ¢ A ridge of rocks that runs acrofs the
river, and forms a beautiful cafcade, would, prior to the
building of the town, be undoubtedly the moft firiking ob-
jeét that this.place would prefent. The brow or face of a
rack is, in Gaelic, Pair-licht. A church in front of the rock
woyld be the church in Pais-lichkt. A church did ftand here
previousto 11603 it is named in the foundation charter Eecleffa
de Pafelet, Latinized, in the rccords of the monaftery, Pafle~
2um, an cafy derivative from Pais-ficht, in all probability the
origigal of the modern Paifley.”

Surface
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of ibe Abbey Parifs of Paifley. f.‘?

Surface and Sqij.—It is generally of a gently waving fur-
face, frequently {welling, efpecially in the neighbourhood of
Paifley, into beautiful lirtle eminences. A confiderable part
of it to the north of the town is ¥ perfedt level, having been
anciently mofs, extending in the year 1719, when a {orvey
of it was made, to about 400 acres; but now reduced to
about 130 by the operation of buraing, which, in dry feafbos,
is ftill earried on with fuecefs. The fouth part of the parifh
rifes into a traét of hilly ground, known by the name of
Faifley or Stanley Braes. The greateft elevation to which
thefe grounds rifc in this parilh is abour 680 feet above flood-
mark at Paifley. Part of them is mofs and heath, but the
bulk of them is good fheep pafture, and even a confiderable
part of them arable. The foil of the parith, 2s may be ex-
pefled in fuch an extenfive diftri&, varies., It is In general
thin, with a bottom of gravel, more frequently of till, very
retentive of moeifture. In the fHat grounds, and along the
banks of the rivers, it is rich and fertile; lefs fo, thinner, and
more ftony, as it riles to the fouth,

Air and Difeafes.—The air is moilt, a neceilury confequence
of the prevailing fouth-weft winds, which, coming loaded
with vapour from the Atlantic, produce frequent and heavy °
rains, The effedts of this moift atmofphere appearin rheu-
mati{ms, quinfeys, pneumonic ailments, and all the tribe of
inflammatory dilforders.  Upon the whole, however, this Pt
rifh, and even the ncighbouring town, cannot be faid to be
unhealthy. Contagions, indeed, at times vifit this 2s athdp
places, which run their vfual courfe as epidemics ; butinone
are remembercd of any uncommon violence, except a pleuri.
fy in {ummer 1771, and which, contrary to the received opi=
nion, was truly epidemic. There are no diforders that can
be faid to be endemic, uplefs forophula is to be' excepted;

which
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46 Statifical Accoubt

which is @till but too'common. Thi¢'tias been aferibed to the
water, ufed by the inhabitants-in Paifley: It more probably
proceeded from,, it certainly was greatly aggravated by, ‘poor
lif.rii:g. and by the damp fhops whiclr were neceflary for the
linen manufadture; for, fince filk-weaving became the gene-
ral employment, and increafe of trade has introduced better
living, this diforder is lefs- frequent. From the fame cauvfes
probably it is that fwelled and fore legs, once extremely com-
mon here, ar¢ now but rarely met with. Dyfentery raged
with great violence in 1965 ; fince that time-it has ‘been
fcarcely complained of. Nervous fevers at times appear, but
they are neither very general por yncommonly fatal. It is to
be apprehended, that the confinement and fedentary pofture
of the weaver, and the laborious life of the bleacher, are
frequent caufes of confumptive complaints. Intgrmittents,
which, from the damp air, and adjoining mofs, might be ex-
petied to be common, are not fo much as known.

Water,~=The water in Paifley and the fubyrbs is but in-
different ; and there is fcarce any thing more wanted for the
gonvenienge and comfort of the inhabitants than a pléntiful
fupply af good fpring water. But now, that every fpring and
rill is occupied and become valuable property, this is {carcely

to be hoped for.

Rivers.—-Belides the Black Cart, which, rifing in Caftle
Semple Loch, partly bounds the parifh on the north, and
the rivplet Levern, which marks it on the {outh-eafl, the
perith is watered by the river White Cart. It nifes in the
high. grounds about Kilbride, and, entering this parith from
the gaft, flows in a pretty direft welterly courle towards the
fown.. After forming a beautiful fall at Seedhillomill, it

turas portherly, and, about a mile below the town, enters
Renfrew
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of the.dikey. Parif. gf Faifley. £7

Menfrew parifhy, apd jpinssthe river {;rjrﬂ: o Inr..h[?an.hndgﬂ-
In.she Cast are found perch,, trout, ﬂ.uumlers. and b‘l‘ﬂlrﬂi, of
git-heads,. but none of them in anj.r canfiderable quanuncq,
pwing, uo doubr, in 3, great {Iﬁbfcﬂ tn thu: !:}lmchﬁcfds, Pnhl-
Belds, and a copperas wnrk upon the hanl;a uf‘ the river. XAs
for the fine large pearls ﬂncﬂ tuuml in thls l'l‘h"-E':l’,. and which,
according to our ald hiftorians, had been nutn:cd by the moft
eminent jewellers in Enrope, they have long difappeared, and
the river has become a more certain f-::-u'n:c of wealth by s
utility to an jnduitrious and manufalturing nmghhﬂurhmd
OFf fevaral fmnller rivulets in the parith, none_ are fo confi-
derable from their fize as to merit notice. vacr:d how-
ever, as their banks every where are with thread, lawnps, or
muilins, they have all become highly valuable to their pro-
prietors, and of great importance to the country,—The river
White Cart was, .by dircé&tion of the Magiftrates of Paifley,
furveyed by Mr Whittwnf'th in 1786. He reported, that,
by removing fome rocks and fhoals in the river, a depth of
icven feet of water might be obtained in qrdmar}r firrmg-
tides; and, as the channel is'but fhallow under Inchipan.
bridge, as it could not be eafily or lately deepened there, and
as, at any rate, veffels with flanding mafts cogld fipt pafs un-
der the arches, he propofed to avoid that part of the naviga-
tion by means of a navigable canal, which fhould leave :h.g
river a little above, and join it again below the bridge. Thr,:
expence of the whole, mlr:,ln.u-:hna1l a uraw-brldgf: acrofs the
canal, was eftimated at 1gosl. Thc plan hamg appmw:d of,
an aft of Parliament was obtained, empowering the Magai‘.
trates and other trufltees to carry on the work, and tefeay the
expence by 2 mnnagﬁ of n::ght-pcncc Fzr ton upan’  alf veflels
navigating the Cart, with an exception in’ favourof thole
loaded with coal. The work is pow completed, but at an
ezpence of about 4000 ], The navigation Is' greatly improved,
but
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but not to the degree that was expefted ; and probably; it
obtain an unobitrudted paflage at all times to and from Paif=
ley, fome further operations upon the river and canal will fill
be neceflury. The tonnage lets at prefent for 155 1. But, from
Whitfunday 1992 to that term 1793, it has been let for 2501,
!"alﬁcy has derived confiderable advantages from the com-~
pleating of the great canal between Forth and Clyde. The
g‘r&at; and increafing demand for Baltic goods have rendered
that pavigation of more confequence to Paifley than it was
perhaps at &rft fuppofed it would be. But, to give this place
the full benefit of it, a branch wounld be neceflary from the
great canal to the Clyde, to terminate as nearly oppofite to
the mouth of Paifley river as the ground would permit.
Perhaps it could not be brought nearer than Newfhot Iile.
The diftance at this place between the canal and the Clyde is
but about one third of a mile; its elevarion above the level
of the river pearly 22 feet. Two locks would therefore bg
neceffary, and from thefe the chief expence of the work
would arife. The advantages, however, would be grear.
The navigation would be fhortened no lefs than five miles
for veflels and rafts of wood coming to Pailley. Two daya
would be faived each trip to the proprictors of goods. The
butky articles of corn, wood, iron, coal, athes, foap wafie,
&c. Bzc. which are intended for FPaifley, Kilbarchan, John-
ftoun, ‘Beith, Houfton, Ncilftoun, &&c. would be brought to
Paifley by water-carriage, inftead of being landed at Portw
Pundas, and lent from thence by land-carriage. The ma-
nufafturers of Paifley might fend a great part of their goods
from their warchoufes immediately by water.carriage to Lon-
don and ﬁih:r places. A confiderable increafe of tonnage
would arife I:n the proprictors of the great canal, and many
important adxfmtagcs to an extenfive and populous tradt of

cuuntr}'.
W oods.
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of the Abbey Parifly of FPaifley. 76

- -WWoods~~"There are no woods of. any, great ¢xtent in the
parith 3 perhaps about 140 acres of patural oak, afb, birch,
plane, %c, may be the amount of the whole, wpon three or
four diffedent eftates. The Foreft of P'aiﬂﬂy exiits only im
ancient records., Walter, GGreat Steward of Scotland, by the
charter of foundation of the monallery of Pailley, grants to
the monks % Decimas de omnibus terris infra Forefum fuum
de Pafleto.” Io Prynnoe’s Colleftions, we meet with ¢ John
le Hunter de 1a ' forcfie de Paily.” And, in 1460 and 1524,
the renant of Dunikaith-wood, in the immediate aeighboura
hood of the town, is bound by the abbot ¢ Cultodire fylvam
et {uftentare foflas circa diftam fylvam.” The names of
‘Woeodfide, Oakfhawfide, and OQOakithawhead, are the only
traces that remain of thole woods.

Roade.~The only turnpike.road in the parifh is that run-
ning through it from eaft to weft. Of late years, it has been
kept in very good repair. The others, which depend upon
the faeute Jabour, are in a very indifferent ftate. This, it is
hoped, will be remedied by a bill to be brought into Parlia.
meat next feflion for making fome new turopike-roads, <one
verting the flatute work into money, and regulating the ape
plication of ir,

Mines and Minerals.—There are five coal-mines at prefent
wronght in the parith. That at Hurlet, belonging to the
Ear]l of Glafgow ; Quarreltown, to Mr Houftoun of Johsl
toun 3 Achinicadmont, to Mr Fulton of Achinloadment ;
Nutthiel, tq Mr Dunlop of Houfehill; and one lately opens
cd in the Iands of Newton, the property of Mr Spiers of El.
derflie. Of thefe, the two firft merit particular notice,~—
The Hurlet or Hawkhead coal Jies about three miles fouthe

calt from Pailley, It is a firatum g feet 3 inches thick, de.
cIiniﬂg
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étining enftward, with .a dip about one foot in fgévmi;_ Thig
valuable feam-has been wrought, it is fuppofed, for confiders
#hily mote than 200 years. In 1634, there were five miners.
employed ; of late there have heen from 20 to 303 and the
yearly produce, on 4 averagk of 20 years, is about 10,000
tons, Inflamdiablé and fixed air are met with io this mine;
but the pirts ‘are fo well ventilated, there being a complete
communication between fhafts half a mile diftant, that, tho’
aceidenty fometimes have happened, they are not frequent,
It is well afcertained, that fire has beer generated in thefe
mines, and among the codls upon the hills, by the martial
pirites with which they abound.—The coal at Quarreltown
is dnc of the moft extraordinary maffes of that mineral in
Britain. It confifts, in effell, of five contiguous firata, Thé
thicknefs of the whole, meafured at right angles to the fur-
fioe of the lirata, is upwards of go fect; but as, in fome
flaces; the -feam forms a very confiderable angle with the
haxizon, the thnEnely of the: wisslerin: thefle plices, meafured
vertically; is about 15 fathoms. In confeguente of this great
-depthy it is worked in different floors or {toreys. Till of late,
-the work was carried on Aerizontally from the fhaft, fo as fuc-
seflively to interfedt all the five firata: At prefent, the mined
purfues the fame . ftratum, rifing with it. In the former
mode of working, there were five feveral floors or ftoreys ;
In‘thn.pfcfant, there are only three; the firft, third, and
fifth {irapumn being.wrought, and afterwards fo much of thé
fecond and fourth as may be done with fafety.—It is difficult
to canvey 2 clear idea of the manner in which this fingulas
mafls of coal lies. In a ficld of abont 15 acres, it is found to
dip in feveral different direflions. At leaft, conceiving a
nearly circular area of thofe contents, the coal, from the
north, the eaft, and fouth quarters of that circle, dips pretey
uniformly towards the ceatre.  This, however, is, in fomd
“ _ _ meafure,
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mieafure, interrupted-by feveral hitches, at one of which the
mafk of eoal is fuddenly thrown up about go fect, at another
about 36, Thefe hiiches interrupr not only the direflion,
but the degeee of the dip. - On one fide of the firft mention-
ed hitch, it is about one foot in three; on the other fide, on-
ly one in fix, Some years ago this coal took fire; and the
pillars giving way, the ground funk, and lefc the furface ina
very rugged ftate. The ekcellent judgment and perfcvering
induftry of the proprietor have furmounted many difficulties
that have occurred in working this valuable coal. It now
cinploys about 30 pick-men ; and there are commeonly 12 or
14 horfes below ground. The produce fome years has begn
not lefs than twenty thoufand tons. _
Free (tone quarries abound in the parith. The ftone in
moft of them is of a good quality, lies near the furface, and
generally dips towards the ealt. A quarry of coarfe granite
or blue whin, in what was formerly the Abbey garden, af-
fords excellent materials for paving the fireets. A fione,
here called Ofmond flone, found on the tops of the hills ia this
and the adjoining parith of Niellton, is ufed for hearths of
ovens ; but the Inverary flone is preferred to it.——We-have
feveral lime-ftone quarries. ‘That at Stanley, the property
of the Earl of Glafgow, merits the examination of the curi-
ous. An enormous rock, projeting from the brow of 3 hill,
contains the limeftone lying in a mafs of about ten foer 'thick,
and dipping towards a centre, like the Q&arrﬁltuwn coal.
‘Several mines have been driven into the rock ; and thele
meeting in the Reart of it, prefent a veiy fingular picce of
{lubterranetn fcentery. The limefione at Blackhall, the pro-
perty of Sir Michael Stewart, is allo wrought by mining, but
not without danger, having only a clay raof. The Hurlet
lime lies in a firatum three feet thick, incumbent on the feam
of coal. Afier the coal is dug out, the limeftone is blown
Vou, VIL L down
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‘d:b@vn with gun-powder, abéut one half being left to fuppor
the ftrata above.

Folfils.~—Fofiil fhells, and other marine exuviae, are found
in great quantitics in all our lime quarries ; fuch as entrochi,
which are numerous ; anomiae, both with the perforated and
entire beak ; gryphites; milliperes; fungites; feveral wvarie-
ties of peflens, and many others, which do not exift in their
natural ftate upon our fhores. All thefe abound in the lime-
quarry at Floors, the property of Mr Houftoun of Johnftoun,
and are generally found contained in a fltvatum of white clay
immediately incumbent on the lime. Corals and fhells have
been found in finking the thafis for the Hawkhead coal; the
former in detached picces: of limeflone, a few feet from the
furface 3 the latter invoived in the mafs of fchiftus immedi.
ately over the coal, and at a depth of not lefs than 160 feet.
Among thele are the ortho.ceratites, turbinated cochleae, and
feveral fpecies of bivalves; all of them retaining their origi-
nal form, and fhining like the marcafite in commen flate.—
In finking a fhaft for that coal in 1786, the feveral firata oc-

curred as follows :

Feet, In.

1. Earth and clay - - - - 42 ©

2. Sand and gravel - - - . 8 o
3. Schiftus or till, with fome thin flrata of lime

and iron flone - - - 105 ©

4. Limcftone - - . - 3 ©

g. Schiftus, of an aluminous quality : - 3 I

6. Coal - - - - - - 5 3

166 4

In the limeftene, No. 4. cryftals of calcareous {par are found :

They are depofited in open crevices, the fides of which are
lined
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fined with them. Rhomboidal fpar, both opake and tranf-
parent, is alfo met with, ‘The fchiftus, No. 5. is :;trtmpl_?r
hard ; but, when lyiog in a dry place, as in the wafle of the
coal-pit, it gradually decompolfes, and acquires a fRacky ap-
pearance. It is a beautiful vitriolic eflorefcence, perfeéily
refembling plume alugy, but feems to have more of the vitris
olated iren than vitriolated olay. In this firatum of ﬁ:hlﬂ:us,_
and in the firatum of coal, pyrites abound fo much, that na-
tive copperas is fometimes found. They lic not in aoy regular,
bed, but interlperfed through the firarum, and are ﬁ:p:rated
from the coal by the workmen. They are employed ip a
copperas or green vitriol manufacture, eitablifhed at Hurlﬂl;
in 1753 by a company from Liverpool.—A bituminous fub—
ftance is found both in the lime and whin-fione quarries. Iq
drops in a fluid fiate trom the limeftone at Blackha” ‘l:n
that at Hurler it is found folid ; fometimes fo indurated 25 to
be brittle ; fometimes fo foft as to cut with a knife; in L‘ltllﬂ_l:

{tate highly inflammable.

Figured Stoner.— At Harelaw, a farm belonging to the Earl
of Glafgow, are found ftones in confiderable quantities, wﬁh
well defined vegetable impreffions. The impreflions are up-
on a concave furface, and evidently formed by its application
to the convexity of a ftem or branch of a tree.  In fome fpe-
cimens, they prefent the appearance of a kind of rhomboidal
net-work ; in others, that of regular i:ldunta:_iuné; nearly re-
fembling what we may conceive would be retained by a foft
body from its application to the cone of the fir-tree. A body
of a compreiled cylindrical form, which has commuunicated)
rhefe impreflions, is fometimes found : It is figured upon the
furface in a manner correfponding to thele indentarions :
And, though no .plant precifely refembling it is now koown

i this country, it is ¢vidently a portion of a petrified branch
- or
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or Tmall frank of a tree. The flones thus marked are coma
tromly ‘free-flone ; fometimes, but more rarely, iron-ftone.
‘Vegetable impreflioas have alfo been obferved upon the py-
rites of the Hawkhead coal *.

Huftandry.~The hufbandry of this parith, as of all the
weft of Scotland, was, about the middle of this century, in a
moft unprofperous ftate. The indigent circumi{tances of the
farmers, their indolent habits, the want of roads, of wheel-
tarriages, and proper implements of hufhandry, all confpired
to obftrudt the improvement of the fail. Till about 1770,
lime, coal, grain, &zc. were grznr:ﬁ:lly conveyed on horfe-
back. The old fervicudes of carriages, kain labour, thirlage,
&c. flill exifted, with many pradtices difcouraging to the far-
mer, and firongly marking the languid ftate of agrieunlture,
The {pirit of improvement, however, which, about that time,
appeared in Scotland, reached Renfrewfhire; and a very fa-
vourable chang= has now taken place. The introduétion of
artificial graffes, and the culture of potatoes, have produced
a more diligent and accurate hufbandry, and banithed the
-pernicious diftinélion of croft and outhield 4, DBefore 1766,
there was fcarce any hay fown; and the natural grafs hay
then fold at 3d. ger ftone, The general price of hay, of late
years, has been g d. or 6d,; at prefent it is no lefs than g d.
Potatocs, about 40 or go years ago, were brought in boats

from Kintyre to Paifley market. About 30 years ago, far-
. mers

* The particulars relative to the mmr:ralugjr of the parith
have been chiefly commumcated by the ingenous Mr Joha
Wilfon, faltor to the Earl of Glafgow.

.+ The diftinétion between croft and outfield prevailed very
generally in the old and imperfe& hufbaadry of Scotland. The
crof, confifting of a few acres neareft the farm houle, was per-

etually in crop, and received the whole manure of the farma
The outfiefd was the open palture land, which was occalionally
plowed in patches for oats till they were exhaulled, and then

left to reft.
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frers began pretty generally to cultivate them in the field.
No crops, it is probable, have proved more profitable to the
farmer than thefe.—The fcheme of farming moft commonly
followed is,~o0ats out of lee,~—beans and peafe,—barley with
clovers and grafs feeds. After one crop of hay, the field is

generally paftured for three or four years, and then broke up
with the oats. Little wheat is fown, but rather more of late

than formerly. Rye, flax, and turnip, are but very little cyl-
tivated ; hemp not at all.  Qats are fown in March, more
generally in April: DBarley from about the 2oth of May to
the 1oth of June: Wheat in September or OC¢tober, either
after fallow, after potatoes, or out of lee. Lime is common-
ly applied vpon the lee for the oats 3y dung and manure to
barley and wheat. The old Scots plough is generally ufed,
many farmers having a prejudice againfi the chain-plough, as
lefs fit to overcome the impediments to tillage with which
much of the {ovil in rhis neighbourhood abounds. It has,
however, of late been introduced with {uccels, with the ima
provement of a calt-iron fould-board. The crop, in gene-
ral, is got in in Scptember and Odtober ; {ometimes, as was
the cafe this feafon, (1791) not till the beginning of Novem.
ber, In 1781, it was all in in Auguft, and was one of the
belt known. In 1982, the harveft was not finithed .till the
very end of November; and, during that month, there were
confiderable falls of {now.

Rent.~The valued rent of the parith is 11,044 1. 135, 44,
Scots; the real rent 9700 l. Sterling, belonging to 30 landed
proprictors, 1§ of whom pefiefs each above jo00l. Scots of
valvation. The rent of the beft arable land is about 2 guineas
per acre 3 fomething more in the immediate neighbourhood
of Faifley. The beft palture ground brings about 3os. per
acre, * Lands of inferior quality from 12 to 20s.; and the

high
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tigh pafture gronnd abont §s. Garden grounds around the
town Jlet at abouyt 51, per acre. Till within thefe fow years
paft, a great proportion of the garden-ftuffs ufed in Paifley
was brought from Glafgow. The number of farms [ecems
rather diminjfhing, but not in any great degree. Their ex-
tent is, in general, from 4o to 100 acres. Few farmers pay
more than 1201, per annum of rent ; the moft of them about
sol. or 60l.  All of them are fufficiently fenfible of the ad-
vantages of an inclofed farm, and willingly pay 71 per cent.
to the proprictor for money laid out in that fpecics of im-
provement. Ie confequence of this, the parifth is all incloled
cither with hedges or ftone dykes,

Farmers~Though the rife of rents has been great, moft
of them having been doubled within the laft 30 years, yet
the farmers are more independent ; they pay rheir rents more
regularly, live better, and are better cloathed than formerly,
the effell, no doubt, of a more vigorous and fuceefsful huf~
bandry. Still, however, they are far, very far from enjoving
the comforts of life in the degree to which fuch an induflri-
ous and valyable order of men are entitled. The prices of
grain, their chief commeodity, do not rife; and i, in confe-
quence of the greater wealth and population which the ma-
nufaltures have introduced, their cheefe, butter, and eggs,
bring a higher price, this is probably more than counterba-
lanced by another effeft of the famg caufe, the immoderate
rife wpon fervants wages. A little more regard to the inte-
reft of the farmer will not, perbaps, be found {o very incon:
fiftent with that of the manufafturer as feems to have been
imagiacd of late, when all this part of the country was in a
flame during the dependance of the corn-bill, the operation

af which not one in a thoufand underftood. The pumber
o - . ) . ‘i

- -
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&F farmery in the parith is about 140 ; of plonghs, 1493
Imrf'cs;. 5907

Servitudes.—The ancient fervitudes, fo oppreffive and har:
raffing to the farmer, are almoft entirely abolithed. The ons
Iy one of any confequence that remains is that of thirlage.
"Fhe Abbey Mill exalls from moft of the kands thirled to it &
multure of the one and twenticth peck, befides dues to the
fervants of the Mili., This Mill, let by the abbot and con-
wvent about A. D. rgeo0 for four chalders eleven bolls of meal,
and one chalder malt, yearly, pays at prefent a rene of 432 1.
Another mill in the neighbourhood lets at 2201,

Mamfaf?urﬁ.--'rhe raanufaltures carried on in this parifly
are, the weaving of fitk gauze, mufins, lawns, cotton fiufls,
and thread gauze, in all their varieties ; thread making, cot-
ton fpinning, bleaching, callicoe printing 3 the making of
candies, white foap, black f[oap, and ftarch. An account of
the rife, progrefs, prefent fiate, ‘and produce of the principal
manufaltures, is communicated from the town of Paiffey.
We {ubjoin their prefent ftate in this parifh, '

In the various weaving branches there were employed at
Whitfonday 1791, in the fubucbs of Paifley, 1108 looms,
which, added to 2494 employed in the town, gives 3602 jn
aH. Eut it is to be obferved, that the extent to which the
weaving branches sarc carried on by the manufafturers in
Paifley, is not to be judged of from the number of lnoms
in the town and fuburbs. Befides about 150 in the country
part of the parifh, there are great numbers employed by
them in the villages of Niclltoun, Bar-head, Beith, Dalry,
Kilwinning, &c. &e¢.- In 1744, when all the bufinels was
confined to the town and fuburbs, there were 867 lcoms at

work.—The thread making employs ¢ mills, which, added
Lo
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to 128 employed in Paifley, makes 134 in all, The numbes.
in 1744 was 93. The fpinning of cotton was introduced in«
to this parifh in 1783. The principal feat of that manufac-
ture is at Johnftoun, a neat and reguiarly built village about
three miles welt from Paifley, upon the eftate of Mr Houfton
of Johnftoun. The fening of that village was begun in 1782,
and it contained at Whitfunday laft 2¢3 families; or 1434
fouls, . There are five companies eftablifhed in it for cotton
fpinning. Two of thele carry on their principal operations
by water-machinery, In the two mills employed in them,
there are going at prefent r:,672 {pindles; but, when the
whole machinery in both fhall be compleated, there will be
22,572. The number of perfons, young and old, at prefent
cmplny::d in both mills is 66c. There are befides about 120
fpinning Jeenies employed throughout the parith; but the
number is daily increafing ; and, when the machinery is com-
pieated which the baildings already erefted are caleulated to
contain, there will be about 150 Jeenies, exclufive of thofe in
the two great mills. The number of perfons employed in
this branch at prefent is, in all, about 1020.

It is painful to think, that a manufaéture which gives em-
ployment to {o many hands, and which may be a fource of
great wealth to individuals, may be produltive of very un-
happy ctfelts upon both the health and morals of the chil-
dren employed in it.  This there is fome reafon to appre-
hend. The numbers that are brought together, efpecially in
the larger mills, the confinement, the breathing of an air
loaded with the duit and downy particles of the cotton, and
contaminated with the ¢ffluvia of rancid oil rifing from the
machinery, muft prove hurtful, in a high degree, to the de-
licate and tender lungs of children. Add to this, that mills
which produce the water-twift are kept going day and night ;
and children muft be had whe are willing to work through

the
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the might, and fleep during the day. Tempted by the wages,
parents fend their children to this employment at a very éars
ly age, when they have got little or no education; and the
clofe confinemeant deprives them of the opportunity of ac-
quiring more. Ignorance, difeafe, and mortality, are but too
likely to prove the effefts of this manufalture, if carried on
by unfeeling and felfith men. 'The charaters of the gentle-
men engaged in it in thig neighbonrhood give reafon to hope,
that every method will be employed which humanity and
good fenfe can fuggeft to prevent thele evils.

The bleaching bufinefs in this parith is carrred on to a
very confiderable extent. There are 10 fislds for whitening
inuflins and lawns, and about as many for thread, almoft
wholly employed by the manufaéturers in Paifley. About
oo perfons are at work in this branch of bufinefs, of whom
about 240 are women, who are hired for the feafon.

A foap and candle manufalture pays about 2000!. of duty
per annum to Government, and has, in fome years, paid
upwards of joool. A black and hard foap manufalture,
-45:@ . per anmum, The ftarch manufallure is but lately
eftablifhed.

The diitillery bufinels is to be mentioned under this head ;
it has for fome time paft been carried on to a great extent,
and the fpirit manufaftured in great perfellion. A confider-
able quantity of it is exported, but too much of it is confumed
at home. Dram drinking is common ; alehoufes numerous.
They arc the refort of the vagrant, the idle, and the profii-
gate 3 they gradually become a fnare to the fober and induofs
tricus, and are producing the worlt cffeéts upon the health,
the morals, and domeftic comfort of-the people. This grow.
ing evil might, in fome meafure, be fiopped, by limiting the
number of alchoufes, and impofing fome reftraints as to the

You. VI, M hours
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hours daring which they thould be kept open. The juftices
have power to do fo. The fteady exertion of thele powers
is what is wanting.

There has for fome years paft bzen a very confiderable

importation of goods from the Daltic. The many and large

buildings ereting for the cotton fpinning have produced a
great’ demand for wood and iron; the bleaching and foap~

making, for tallow and afhes.

Prices of Labour and Provifions,—Qat-meal, beflt quality,
178 4« per boll; milk cow, 8 1.; beef and muiton, 6d. per
lib. 3 cuicken, 6d.; her, 15 6d ; frefh butter, 10d.;
cheefe, 41 d.; egps, per dozen, §d. to g d.; falmon, ger bib.
6d. to 16d.; potatocs, per boll, 10s,; day-lsbourer, 16 d,
to 18d.; mafor, 2s. to 2s. 3d.3; maid fervant, half yeur,
21.; beit farm fervans, yearly, 10l.; an induftrious weaver
will maks from 25 5. to 30s. per week ; 2 man at bleaching
from Gs. to gs-; a2 woman from 4s. 6d to gs,

Medium prices of the beft oat-meal for 28 years pafl. .

1762 o 1568, - L.o 16 8
1760 ~= 1775, - ° 16 5’
1776 — 1387, - oI5 7%
1793 — 1538y, - o 16 g}

- Thus it appears, tht, though the price of provifions is
high, the price of labour bears its full proportion to it, and
enables the labourer to provide fufficiently for his family.
A jourpeyman-weaver in Paifley that is moderately induftrious
and oeconomical, to which charaéter, indeed, there are but
too nany exeeptions, can bring up his family with eafe, and.
afford to live in a manner far above that of very decent farm-
ers. Children can have employment at the age of nine or
ten. “The profpeft of a family, and its attendant expences,

is no difcouragenient to marriage : Hence, in general, they
marry
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marry young; and probably both births and marriages will
be found to bear as high a proportion to the number of in
habitants in this as in moft diftrills.

Families, Sowls.

Pﬂpnfarfan in 1693, - - 435

in 1755, - - - 2500
—— i 78I, - - - 1536
— in 1791, - - - 2255 10792
In the country part - - 370 4689
In.the fuburbs of the town - 138¢ 6103
The numbers in Padley town being 3232 13800

. "The rtotal of town and fuburbs, without
the country part, was at Whitfunday
1791 - - - 4617 ipgo3
Since Whitfunday 1791, when the numbers ftood as above,
there has been an addition of fome¢ hundreds to the town and
fuburbs. '

Of the ahove number 10,702, the prefent population of
the parifth, there are §250 males, and ¢33 females. If the
proportion of females appear large, it is to be afcribed to the
number of women empioyed in the bleaching bufinefs, which
is the reafon allo why, in{fome of the diftriéts, the number of
fouls is io great in proportion to the families, the perfons em-
ployed in the field being reckoned part of the bleacher’s fa-
mily,

There are 4197 perions below 15 years of age, 6455¢ be.
tween 1§ and Jo, and 140 above 70. In the fuburbs, there
is, above the age of 70, one in 84.76; in the country, one
in 68.0%. '

In 579 families, a portion of the country part of the parifh,
there are 48 batchelor houfckeepers, and 531 warried couples.

Among thefle, there havg been 2211 burths.  “Lhe average of
births,
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births, therefore, to each married couple is 4.16. In 138¢
families in the fuburbs, there are 111 batchelor houfekecpers,
and 1274 married couples. Among thefe there have been
5470 births, The average to each married couple is 4.20.

The number of fouls to each family in the country is
5.38; to cach family in the town and fuburbs, is 4.31. In
the year 1944, this laft was only 4.01, a change to be alcri-
bed probably to families keeping a greater number of {ervants
now than formerly.

Of fervants, houfehold and labouring, male and female,
there are g7o.  This number includes the perfons employed
in the bleachfields. Excluding thefe, there may be about
415 houfehold, and 255 labouring fervants.

The Births and Marriages for the Ialt 5o years are :

Periad. Births, Marriager.
1741 O 1750, 669 179
1751 — 1760, 932 348
1761 — 1770, 1179 399
1771 — 1780, 1561 590
1781 — 1790, 3109 987
1791, 405 132

The proportion between the births of Iaft year and whole
population is as one to 27.14; and between the marriages

and population as one to 81.75.

"The Deaths in this parith cannot be accurately afcertained,
the inhabirants in the Town and Abbey parithes burying in-
difcriminately in the feveral church-yards. But the whole
number of burials in the two parifhes during the laft 15 years
is as follows :

1777y 338 1779, 3006 1781, 358
1778, 273 1780, 404 1782, 360
1783,
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1783, 534 1786, 590 1789, 487
1784, 411 1787, 504 1790, G600
1785, 350 1788, 443 1791, 599

The inhabitants of the two parilhes amounting to 24,502;
thercfore the proportion between the deaths of laft year and
the population over the whole diflri<t of town and country,

is as one to 40.08,
In the ten years, 1771 ~—= 1480, the deaths to the births

over the whole diftrict are as one to 1.46. In the ten years,
1781 1790, the deaths to the births are as one to 1.54.

To a place furnithing fuch variety of employment, there
will be a confiderable influx of inhabitants from other parts
of the country. There are a few from England, more from
Ireland, a great number from Ayrfhirc, and probably ftill
mere from the Highlands. Their numbers have not been
afcertained. If they may be judged of from the degree in
which the aftual population exceeds the annual births multi-
plied by 26, there will be about 260 in the Abbey parith, and
30 in the town.

In the enumeration that has been made of this parifh,
1770 perfons are marked as feceding from the eftablithed
Church. If thofe only are reckoned Seceders who have
themfelves made choice of their religious profeffion, the num.
ber will be confiderably fewer. If aff the children of fece-
ding parents are to be counted Seceders, the numbers will be
fomewhat more. In this laft manner were the returns from
the feveral diftrifts in this parifh generally made. The above
number includes diflenters of every denomination : They are
moftly Burghers, Antiburghers, and members of the Relief
Congregations. There are two [efts of Independents, fome
Cameronians, a very few of the Epifcopal perfuafien, and

perhaps two or three Papifts. The Burgher-Seceders, and
the
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the two felts of Independents, have each a place of meeting
in the parifh,

Chureh and Scheol.—~The ftipend of this parith was origi-
nally 16 chalders of meal ; but, in 1641, Mr Calvert, then
minifter, agreed to give to a {econd, or colleague minifier,
five chalders, and ¥ that according-to the att of the High
Commiffion,” and one chalder provided the entrant fhould
be agrecable to the prefbytery, the parith, and himfelf,
peveral augmentations have been made to the original ftipend
of this charge ; fo that now it confifts of eight chalders of
meal, 161 13s. 4d. Sterling of money, and 41. 35. 4d. for
communion elements, There is no houfe or plebe belonps
to it. The ftipend of the ficft charge is ten chalders of meal,
4l. 135 4d. for communion elements, with a manle and
glebe. The glebe lets for 10l. The manfe was buiit in
1742, has had feveral repairs, got a pretty compiete one in
1783, and is now a tolerably commodious houfe, though in.
ferior to fome manfes lately built in the neighbourhood. The
Marquis of Abercorn is patron of both livings.

The fchoolmafter of the town of Paifley was, hefore the
disjunétion of the town, confidered as the parith fchoolmafs
ter. Since that time, there has been no eltablifhied fchool-
mafter in the parifh, though there arc many private teachers
and well frequented fchools,

Abbey.~—A particular account of the Abbey of Paifley
would fill many pages. It was founded as a priory for
monks of the order of Clugni about the year 1160 by Waier
preat Steward of Scotland, It was afterwards raifed to the
rank of an abbacy; and the lands belonging to it were by
Robert 11, erefted into a regality, under the jurifdiltion of

the abbot. After the Reformation, the abbacy was feculari-
zed
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zed by the Pope in favour of Lord Claud Hamilton, third
fon of the Duke of Chatelherault, in reward of his fteady ad.
herence to the caufe of Queen Mary ; and, in 1588, it was
by the King and Parliament crefted into a temporal lordfhip,
" and Lord Cliud was created Lord Paifley. The revenues of
the abbacy were very confiderable: They confifted of the
teinds of twenty-cight different parifhes, with the property of
the lordfhips of Paifley, of Kilpatrick in Dunbarténfhire, and
of Monkton in Ayrfhire, extending each to a hundred merk
land ; and the forty pound land of Glen in Lochwinnoch ;
with the lands of Achengown, Grange, &c. and a confider-
able detached property in differeat parts of the kingdom.
© All this property, with the patronage of the feveral churches,
fell to Lord Claud Hamilton, laft abbot of Paifley. It con-
tinued in that family till 1653, when his grandfon James Earl
of Abercorn fold the lordihip of Paifley to the Earl of Angus,
who next year fold it to William Lord Cochran, Kilpatrick
to Sir John Hamiltoun of Orbiftoun, Monktoun to Lord
Bargenny, and Glen to Lord Semple and others. Great
part of the lordihip of Paiflzy was, at different times, fold off
by the family of Dundonald ; and what remained of it was
in 1964 repurchafed by the late Earl of Abercorn. The fa-
bric of the Abbey owed much of its magnificence to Abbot
George Schaw, who, about 1484, enlarged and beauntified the
building, furrounding the church, the precinéts of the con«
vent, the gardens, and a {inall deer-park, with a noble wall
of hewn free-ftone, The Abbey was, after the Reformation,
fucceflively the feat of the Earls of Abercorn and Dundonald.
The late Earl of Dundonald demolifhed the ancient gateway,
and, by feuing off the immediately adjoining grounds for
building, entirely changed the appearance of the place. As
it was thus rendered totally unfit for a family refidence, it

has fince that time been let out into feparate dwellings, and
i
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is now in a2 very mean and almoft ruinous ftate. The wall
ftood almoll entire till 1781, when the garden being feued
off for building upon, by the late Earl of Abercorn, the wall
was fold to the feuers, and the fitones of it employed in their
houfes.

Poor.—The poor of the parith are numerous, a neceflary
confequence of the extenflive manufadtures, and of the ready
employment afforded to labourers of ¢very defeription. In
1776-77-78, the fum expended for the relief of the poor
amounted, on an average, to 71 1, t1s. yvearly. In 179¢-8o0-
81,to Bgl. 5. In 1782-83-B4, to 136L 125 In 178¢-
86-87, to 2381. 3s5. In 1988-89.90, to 3811l.  And, in
1791, to 44o0l. 3s. Of this fum 2841. was paid to the
poor upeon the parifh roll; about 46 1. was diftributed in cc-
cafional charity ; about 74 I. was applied for the maintenance
of foundlings and deferted children; and 361. for clothing,
houfe rents, {chool wages, burials, and fuch incidental ex-
pences. The {mall pittance allowed in the beginning of
thefe periods to the inrolled poor, in a place where all the
articles of living are dear, could fcarcely be called an aliment.
It was from 2s. to 108, per quarter ; the average, to each per-
fon, being sbout §s. At preflent, the allowance is from 4 s,
to 20 5. per quarter; the average being 12s5. 7d. The num-
ber of inrolled poor is between go and 100.

Lill 1785, the poor were fupported by the colleflions at
the church door ; by the intereft of fome donatisns in the
management of the kirk feflion ; by the dues for the pro-
clamation ef banns of marriage, and a fmall fum arifing from
the ufe of the mort cloths. At that period it was propofed
to put 2 ftop to the praltice of vagrant begging, and as for
that end it was neceflary to provide for rivc fupport of the
poor in their houfes, a parochial afieffment was refolved upon,

a
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n meaflure the more reafonable and. necellzry in this parifh,
as among the many affluent landholders belonging to it, on-
ly one or two who refided within the parith, did ever con-
tribute any thing for the maintainance of the poor. The
firft afleflment was 1521, from which fum it foon rofe to
415 l.; but this, like other taxes, is not completely effeflive.
It has ftood at that fum for the laft three years; and if the
attention that has hitherto been given to the managemient be
continued, and the fame care taken to admit no improper
objefts on charity, it is hoped there will be no neceflity, for
{fbme time, to impole a greater. The colleftions amount to
about Bo l. yearly.; the dues of proclamation 18 L ; mort-
cloths, 11 L.; and the interefts of money, with a trifling fum
arifing from fines impofed by the kirk feffion, about zg5l.
The produce of the whole funds is thrown into one {fum, and
diftributed by the kirk feflion, and 21 overfeers, cholen
equally from the heritors, farmers, and houfeholders. A
fmall falary is paid for colletting the affeflinent, and paying
out the money, the only expence that attends the manage-
ment. The mode of affcfiment and diftribution is fo fimilar
to that in the parifh of Jedburgh, that the minute diffi-
rences are not worth noticing.

Befides thefe parochial funds for the relief of the poor,
there is a confiderable fubfcription yearly to the Paifley Dif<
penfary, an inftitution that has fubfified fince 1986, and
been attended with very happy effels among the lower
claffes of the induftrious inhabitants of this place. The
yearly amount of the fubfcription to that charity, from the
town and fuburbs, has been about 130 L

Various focieties are formed among the journeymen wea-
vers, for the relief of thofe members who, by age or fick-
nefs, are incapacitated for work. Sunday ichools, though
upon a mall fcale, have been lately eftablifhed, both in the
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town of FPaifley and Abbey parith : Inftitutions that have bes
come highly neceflary fince the introdofion of the cotton
fpinning, which engages children before they have got al-
moft any education of any kind, and which occupies them
from morning to night throughout the week.

Occafional colleftions are made for the poor in feafons of
fcarcity, or times of particular diftrefs. And to the honour
of the more affluent inhabitants of the towa and Abbey pa-
rifh, let it be acknowledged, that every plan to fupply the
wants, or mitigate the difirefles of the indigent or deftitute,
has always met with their hearty concurrence, and moft li.

peral fupport.
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