142 Statiffical Adccound

NUMBER IX.

PARISH OF CANISBAY.

(County of Caithnefs.)

By the Rev. Joun Morisoxn, D. D.

Origin of the Name.

Tis not known that the pari/h ever had any other name, than

what it now bears. Camibay has been fuppofed by lome
to have been originally written Canonfbay ; others conjec-
ture it to have fome conneétion with the Latin vocable Ganis.
It is, however, more probable, that Canute’s-Bay was its
firt appellation, in honour of the arrival of fome Norwe-
gian chiet of the name of Canute, There is indeed no ac-
count of the defcent of {uch a chief upon the coafl, nor is there
any bay in the pariih now denominated Caniﬂja}f. But as all
the places of the lealt note in the parifh, are clearly of Nora
wegian derivation, it cannot be fuppofed, that the name of
the difirict itfelf fhould be an exception.

Sityation and Extent.—The parifh of Canifbay being the
molt noriiern land in the ifland of Great Britain, is fitnated
in the lantude of §8° 45" N., about 2° of W. longitude from

London.
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London. The figure of the parith is remarkable for its
regularity, exhibiting to the eye the exaét quadrant of a
circle, the arch of which divides it from the neighbouring
parifhes towards the land, and the two containing fides from
the feas that wafh its coalts ; Dungifbay Head is in the ver-
tix of this quadrant, from which the coaft firetches in a
ftraight direftion due 5 and due W. till it meets with Wick
parifh on one hand, and Dunnet on the other, Kach of th¢fe
lines may be reckoned 8 Englilh miles 1n extent. The
whole lurface of the pﬂrffh may be -::m'nputcd to occupy
about 5o fquare miles or upwards.

Soil, Surface, dre.~Canifhay is rather a level than a hilly
diftrit. The Warth Hill is of confiderable height and mag-
nitude, and is the only one in the parilh deferving the name,
The Loch of Mey is about 2 Scotch miles in circumference,
There is no river, and only a few rivulets (the chief of which
is the Burn of Frefwick), in the whole parith. A fingle ftone
(fea-rock excepted) of any confiderable magnitude, is no where
to be {een above the furface of the earth. There are mineral
and frefh water {prings in abundance. The former are all of
the chalybeate kind. There is one of excellent guality near
the old caftle of Frefwick. Heath in general prevails,
where agriculturrz has not recached. There are, however, con-
fiderable traéts of green pafture land, in different diftriéls of
the parith, which require only the advantages of cultivation
to be made produétive. A light black loam, with an inter-
mixture of mofs, is, where cultivation prevails, the general
character of the foil. The reft is entirely mofs, reaching, in
fome places down to the fea brink, and yielding peats in the

greateft abundance, and of as good quality as any in the
kingdom.
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kingdom. The lands about Mey, belonging to the Earl of
Caithnefs, have an intermixture of clay.

- Climate —The climate 1is diftinguifhed by wvariable,
rather than tempefluous weather. Remote from the
mouantains, which attra& moifture and occafion rain, fair wea-
ther is not unulual. The winters are generally mild and
open, froits are feldom intenfe, or of long continuance.
The fnow never thickens to any depth, and the coaft
is fcarcely iprinkled by it, while in more inland parifhes it
lies to a confiderable depth. The level fituation of the parifh,
and the fea furrounding it on every f{ide but one, may be re-
garded as the caules of this temperature. The fummers in
Canifbay, for the fame reafon, are temperately cool ; and high
winds are, in general, more prevalent than heavy rains. The
Aurora Borealis begins to exhibit itfelf about the middle
of harvefl. In no part of Britain is it to be feen to
more advantage. At times, from the fhifting brilliancy of its
vivid corrnfcations, the whole heavens feem to be in mo-
tion : at other times a fettled bloody tinge prevails over all
the fky ; and on thefe occafions, the whole phenomenon ap-
pears truly awful and magnificent. All its appearances feem
te prove that it is the effe& of ele@ricity.

Longevity and Difeafes.——There are few diftriéts where more
good health is enjoyed than in Canifbay. The inhabitants in
general live to a good old age. There are feveral at prefentinthe
parith betwixt go and xco. Muany die at an advanced age, with-
out the recolle@®ion of a day's illnefs in the courfe of their
lives. The moft prevalent illnefles among the people, are

thofe arifing from obfirufted peripiration, owing to the va-.

riablenefs of the weather, and perhaps {lill more, to the raw
and unwholefome vapours transfufed into the atmofphere they
breathe, from the extenfive trafts of fen, muir and mofs in

theit
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{heir vicinity, while colds, coughs, aad rheumatifms are not
infrequent  Fevers prevail as little here, perhaps, as in any
corner of the world. Inbculation is not yet in general prac-
tice ; but though few efcape the fmal: pox, the difedfe is fels
dom mortal, Indeed, moil other difeafes are extremely rare.
Few parifhes; therefore, give lefs trouble or emolument to
phyficians, than Canbay.

Population. There are 382 families in the parifh; includ-«
ing thofe in the ifland of Stroma. The number of males is
881, and of females 10069, total 1gso. The return to Dr.
Webiter in 1755, was only 1481 fouls. The population has
therefore increafed 469 within thefe 4o years, The advance-
ment of civilization, the free enjoyment of property, a better
cultivated foil, the multiplicity of families on fmall fatms, and
more extenfive employment in fithing and the other maritime
gtcupations, may be confidered as the operative fources of this
increafe. As thefe caufes scquire additiomral energy, propor=
tional effefts may be expefted. Were the wafle grounds cultia
vated, and forne little branches of manufafture eftablithed, the
yearly produce of the foil, and the number of fouls in the
parith, might amount to a third more, than what they now
are. The following lift fhews the number of births, deaths,
aad marriages, for the laft 4 years.

Years. Birthr. Deatbs. Marriagen
1787 - 65 - 19 - 13
1788 - 70 - 23 - 13
148g - 66 - 18 = iz
1790 - ”3 - 2% - 16
Vou. VIII. T Rane
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Rent and Proprietors —The whole wvalued rent of the pa.
rifh amounts to 38551 3s. 6d. Scotch. The real rent may
he computed at about 13c0 L. Sterling.  From 1200 to 1500
bolls of viftual are yeaily exported, befides maintaining the
inhabitants. I.and is divided into what are called penny
lands, halfpenny lands, faithing linds, and oftos. Eight oc-
tos are teckoned equal to 12 acres. The rent of an acre, at
an average, is not below a guinea. In fome places it is 3¢ 5.
or upwards. The Earl of QCaithnefs, Robert Sinclair, Effq.
of Frefwick, and the family of Brabiler, are the only
proprictors in the parith. Brabfter 1s an inland proper-
ty, lying in the centre of the diftrict. Alil the other cul-
tivated lands are fituated on the coaft, extending, at an ave-
rege, about half an Englith mile from the (hore. There are
alfo frequent interjections of mofs and moor, reaching down
to the f{ea coaft, and dividing one cultivated diftri&t fiom
another —Hence it is apparent, how f{mall a proportion of
this exteniive parifh is as yet brought intoe cultivation.

Cuitivation and Produce.—1he medium extent of farms
does not exceed the fum of y 1. Srerling yearly rent. By this
multiplicity of famulies, the foil 1s brought up to the highel
pitch of cnitivation.—Qats and barley, in alternate crops, with
the addition of fome flax and potatoes, are the fole objeéls of
agriculture. The foil, at an average, yields about g returns
ot oats, and above 7 of barley ; but in fome particular fpots,
no lefs than 1z geturns of barley have been reaped.—From
Martinmas till fpring, the dung of the cattle 13 left in the
byre; a bedding of dry earth or peat mold is thrown above it
every day, which mixes with the dung, and, at the fame time,
keeps the cattle warm and dry. A cart load of this compoft
is reckoned more valuable as a manure, than three of purs
dung, particularly, if thrown out and expofed to the weather

through
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thirough the winter ; but the principal manure along the coall,
is tang or fca ware : it comes athore in the greateft abundance
during the fpring months, when it iz moft pecded. A
wind blowing from the land brings the ware from the fea.—
This manure is folely appropriated to the barley crop. It 1s
a powerful cleanfer of the {oil, coalefces with it in the fhorteft
{pace, exerts and exhaufts its nuteitive virtnes in the nourifh
ment of one crop. In whatever manner it is laid upon the
field, it is a manere of the firt eftimation. Tlanghills con-
fiiting of earth and wave, of 6 or 12 month’s {tanding, feem
the moft eligible preparation of this valuable manure for the
foil. From the conftant ule of fea-ware as a manure, along
with the conflituent qualities of the foil, the culuvated lands
in moft parts of the parifh, are as fine and friable as garden
mould, and are cultivated in general with lefs {lrength, than,
comparatively fpeakiog, i1s found requifite in other places of
the country. The foil being perfeftly clear of latent rock,
the plough is made of the {lighteft confirudtion; and, in ge-
neral, both plough and caule do not exceed 10 1. Sterling in
value 7.

T 2 Propofed

¥ Oues are hepuot to be fown abeut the firlt week of April, and barley about
the 12ch of May, nor is the feafon gone fur the fowing of the latter fo Jate as
the 2dt of Tune.  ITacvord bugins about the 1t of September, and is in general
findhed in the comie of a month,  Cray and black oats are the common growth
of the parill, a. they are over all Cautbnefs,  "Uhey unquelbionably accord betrer
with the fuil aod «luoaee, than the white eate. "L he lacer is not only a greater
robber of the foil, Lut i= far more Hable to fhake iv haivefd, than the former.
Broad of the white oats 13 ftronger, and perhaps fomewhar furer, but by ao
mcans faperor in tafte and mellownels —A man fovane goets hittle fhort of g L
Sterhing per ammwst, and a woman half as much  Day laboorers me § ldom em-
ployed 1 They may he had at about g d. ger day without vidtuals  Mafon and
jower worlt is fully Lugher then o auy part of Scotland.  Caris are in commen
ufe threnghout the punih,

& The Undvarsity of Edinbargh
The Uniwersily of Ginsgow



148 Statiffical Accoun?

Propofed Improvements—~—As neither inclolures nor winter
herding, have as yet taken pluce, green crops are of courlo
unattended to, among the common people. The proprietors and
gentlemen, whofe attention is direfted to farming, carry on
their operations on a more liberal and exten{live plan. Im.
provers, converfant in every branch of agricultural employ-
yuent ; with {grms worth 100 l. or upwards, of yearly rent; in-
clofures, green crops, implements of the moftapproved conftruc-
tion, and labouring cattle of due fize and eilimation, are what
juftly entitle them to the appelldtion of farmers. Their
praife would be great indeed, if, by granting longer leales to
the tepants, they could perfuade them once to begin the bufi-
nels of inclofing, and the culture of wafte ground, which cries
aloud, and has cried for ages, for the advantages of the fpade
and the plough. In former times, and even thefle not long
elapfed, unlimited fervices were unqueltionably a part of the
equivalenty which tenants paid for the lands they occupied.
Befides money and viflual, a vaft warict, o different articles
was demanded from the farmer A f)ftem of that fort fug:.
gefts a variety of refleftions, wirth which the dignity and hap-
pinels of man are deeply connefted. Thele cuftoms, as they
are called, are now for the.moft part converted into money.
Unlimited firvices are no longer exigible. In one half of
the parith, two days in {pring, and two in harvell, are the
#tipulated fervice ; nor is this invariabl}r exalted. From the
operation of prefent arrangements, in a very thort time the
other half will be equally free. Emancipation is every where
prevailing, and the monfter Frudalifm is hiding his head in
{hame.

Black Cattle and Paflurage.~Canifbay, notwithflanding its
bounndlefs extent of hill paiture, is not to be reckoned a cattle
parifh.  To defcend to a particular enumeration, of the horfes

anii
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and black castle in it, could an{wer little purpofe, when it can be
aflerted as a faét, that not above one third, of the foals or calves,
js reared and brought up in the parith, that are neceflary for the
culture of the fvil. Grafs is one of the principal wants we have
to complain of. 1he arable {ovil is fo precious, that the far-
mer thinks, ke could not bear turning any part of it into grafs.
The want of inglofures and winter herding, precludes him
from the advantages of green crops, The beft grafs farm in
the parith lies on the north coafl, about an Englifh mile from
Thu g dbyy Head: It is fufficient for the {upport of 20 cows,

- 14s borier, which, tor colour and quality, 13 defervedly
held 10 tue lllﬁhﬂlt eftimation,

Sheep.—-It is not believed, that the whole fheep in the pa-
rifllh at prelent exceed z2c00. Foxes, dogs, bad feafons, and,
above all, the inattention of the owners, are the caufes of the
diminuation of their number, to a third part of what they for-
merly were. [hey are far from heing of a very good quality,
either for wool or mutton ; nor has any attempt been made to
meliorate the breed. ! he parifh in general is not naturally
poffefled of pafturage favourable for the rearing of fheep.
There is one place in it, however, that {eems to recommend
itfelf for the pafturage of fheep, and for nothing elfe,~~This
is Dungifbay Head and its environs, which might be adequate
to the [upport of 69o or 700 fheep. The Head itfelf is evety
where covered with green to the very brink of the fure
rounding rock, with an intermixtore of thort young heath,
The fituation is dry and the air wholefome, The Head com-
municates with the Warth Hill, which would relieve the paf.
turage occafionally. Upon the whole, it is hardly te be
doubted, that (heep would profper on this pafture, if doly at.
tended to ; and it were greatly to be wilhed, that the pro-
prietor or pofleflor would make the experiment.

Swire,
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Swine, &5 c.—There is a fuperabundance of {wine throughout
the parith ;: they are of a fmall fize, fatten well, and their flell
is peculiarly tender and delicate ; but the damage theydo, inthe
wiater feafon, to the gralsand corn lands, as they are allowed to
roam at large, far exceeds any advantages, that can accrue from
the rearing of them. Geefe and other poultry are alfo in
great*plenty, though not above half the number are reared,
fince what was payable in kind to the proprictor, has been

gonverted into money.

) Average value of the above Animals.

L. 1, 4
An ox, - 3 © © Beef fills at 21 d. per [T
A cow, - 2 Io O
A horle, - 3 0 O Mutton at 2 d.
A fheep, - o 6 o
A fow, - o2 o Pork at 2 d.
A goole, - e 1 6
A hen, - c o 3 A dozen of Eggs 1]

Coafts—Dungifbay Head, the Bervbiun of Prolemy, is fi-
tuated in the N. E. corner of the ifland of Gieat Biitain,
where the line of the coaft, from a porthern dircflion, turns
dire&ly due well, and continues its courfe, till it reaches Enp:‘:
Wrath, with little or no variation in its reilindar dire@ion.
"This beautiful promontery 1s of a civcular fhape, about 2
miles in circumference. Towards the fea, which encompafies
two thirds of the Head, it is one continued precipice, On the
land fide, you defcend by a gentle flope into a deep valley, hav-
ing a fmall mofly rivulet running through ir, which termi-
nates the Head on that quarter. Near the top of the rock,
and on that fide which faces the Oikneys, there is a vull
gulph or cavern, (called, by the ncighbouring inhabitants, the
Glupe), firetching all around perpendicularly down, till 13

dufew
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dufky bottom comes on a level with the {ea, with whale
waves it helds communication, by an opening at the bafe of
the intervening rock. The bridge betwixt this fearful chaim,
and the edge of the main rock, towards the fea, is about fix
yards wide. On the higheft part of the head, about 3o yards
from the edge of the precipice, there are to be feen indubi-
table marks of fome houle, or manfion, heretofore erefted by
the hand of man. Its bale, which is 21l that now remains, is
perfeétly circular, and about 20 feet wide. It has probably
been oceupied as a watch tower, or place of obfervation, cor
refponding with another, the veftiges of which are to be feen
on the top of Warth hiil, at about rhe diftance of 2 miles.

South from the Head, for aboutr 5 miles, the Warth hil}
extends its bafe to the {ea brink. ‘The coaft is every where
exceeding bold, and the wild and warted magnificence of the
rocks are peculiarly firiking to the eye of a {tranger. Be
yond, for about a mile, the coalt fubfides into a beautiful
fandy beach winding around the bay, till it reaches
the manfion-houle of Frelwick., Here the coaft again ree
fumes its boldne{s, which continues with little wvariation, till it
reaches the confines of the parifh, The lands adjacent to the
fhore, for the laft 3 miles, (a little moor fouth of Frefwick
excepted,) are all under cultivation. The coaft is beautiful ;
the {oil luxuriant and produétive.

The north coaft has but little of that ftupendous boldnefs,
for which the eaftern one is fo remarkable. In coming down
from the Head, and travelling weflward for two miles, the
walk is extremely pleafant. The greateft luxuriancy of
growth prevails, extending from the fhere about a mile inland,
The beach itfelf confifts wholly of fhells and fhell fand, of the
pureft white, which contuibute alike to beautify the coaft,
and to enrich the foil. In the middle of this delightful walk,
you approach the celebrated refidence of Joux O’GroAT ; but,

although
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although his name be ftill illuftrious, the fpot is frarcely
diftinguithable where he dwelt. Weftward from the burn
of Dungifbay to Huna, mofs prevails to the fea brink.
¥rom Huana to Gills, i3 one of the moft fertile diftriéts in the
parifh. The church is fituated in the middle of it, ona
green rifing ground, clofe by the fhore, the manfe about a
quarter of a mile inland from the church. Beyond Gills,
there i3, along the wefl, 2 large tradt of walte ground, though
very capable of cultivation. /ey, part of the property of
the Earl of Caithnels, terminates the parifh on the weft.
This is an exceeding populous and fertile diftrict ; there are
above 100 families on this part of his Lordlhip’s efiate,
What he farms himfelf might rent for about 100 L. a-year.

Maritime State.—There are no thips belonging to the pa.
rith, nor harbours in it to receive them. The bays upon the
coaft are thofe of Gills, Dungifbay, and Frefwick, in all of
which, if the weather be tolerably moderate, veflels can lie
in fafety, and take in their cargoes ; but, none of them arve to
be regarded as eligible ftations in rough weather. Gills Bay
is preferable to the reft.

Kelp and MineralsThe fhores of Canifbay are exceeding
valuable, yielding about 100 tons of kelp in 2 favourable fea-
fon, which i8 near as much as is made in all the reft of Caith-
nefs. They afford freefione for building, and ware for the
land in the greateft abundance, The fhell fhore of Dungif-
bay, yields lime of the firft cftimation for purity and white«
nels, and, in fome parts of the world, would turn to confider-
sble account to the owner, The adjacent lands are aitoge-
ther impregnated with the fand of thefe fhells, which gives
a peculiar activity and cleanlinefs to the foil. The {uperier

' luxuriancy
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luxuriancy of the grafs in this diftnifl, feems wholly owing to
the quickening influence of this calcareous manure in its neigh-
bourhood. Near Barrogil Callle, is found 2 fpecies of coal
which emits a hot vivid flame 1n burning, but without much
diffolution ef parts, or diminution of fize, after it becomes
extinft, It is got near the furface of the earth ; and, in all
probability, coal of a better quality may be found underit ; bue,
the fuperabundance of peat fuel, in the mofles of Canifbay,
in a great mealure luperfedes the neceflity of digging for it.

Boats and Fifbing —There are about 6o boats around the
coaft, and yet not one man who lives entirely by filhing in
Each of thefe boats is the joint property of,

the whole parifh.
The fith are divided accord-

perhaps, 6 or % different owners,
ing to the value of their refpeétive fhares in the boat ; and, the
objeft of fithing is not {ale, but the fupport of their families.,
The bufinefs of agricalture, from the benignity of the foil,
and the number of hands employed, being foon and eafily dif-
patched, they have abundance of leifure every good day to
go a filhing. Hence, every farmer in the parifth, (the inland
eftate of Brabfter excepted,} is a filherman, and every filher-
man a farmer. There is, perhaps, fcarce an inflance known, of
one parithioner ever fclling a filh to another. Fifh-mongers
have of late engaged fome boats, on the coalt, to filh cod and ling
at a ftipulated value ; but as this branch of induftry is yetbutin
its infancy, it merits no particular defcription on the prefent

On the north coaft, the rapidity of the tides in the

occafion.
In very

Pentland Frith is altogether unfavourable to filhing.
flormy weather, cod and ling are, by the force of the billows,
frequently thrown in alive upon the fhore, and taken up by
the people, who on thefe occafions go in queft of them. On
the eaft coaft, the fame difficulties not occurring, fithing might
unqueftionably turn to good account, if proper exertions were

Vor, VI1I. U made
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made, and boats accuftomed to make a greater firetch from
land, Lefore they dropt their lines. Gray filh, as they are
called, of all kinds, abound every where around the coaft,
and conftitute a great part of the fultenance of the inhabitants.
The fhoals of young fifh that pour into every creek and bay,
about the beginning of September, are fuch, that a boll of
them may be caught at 2 few hawls, in the courfe of one
evening. They feem to be the intermingled fry of various
genera, and are called by the inhabitants Sellacs. They are
tender and delicious in the highefl degree, and, in general,
between 3 and 4 inches long. While the rapidity of the tides
on the north coaft is much againft the fithing of cod and ling,
there is perhaps no flation in the world, where a lobller fifh-
ing might be more fuccefsfully carried on. The bays of Mey,
Gills, and Dungifbay, abound in loblters to a great degree.—
A few boats at Mey, for the behoof of Meflvs. Selby and Co.
of London, have been employed for the firft time, in this
branch of induitry, this feafon ; and, fromthe fuccefs they have
had, it is to be hoped, this {pecies of fithing will foon become
general around the coaft,

Church, Sclhools, and Poor, €5¢,—The f{eflion records reach
as far back as the refloration, but are not continued down
without many gaps and mutilations. The whole inhabitants
of the parifh profefs the religion of the eftablithed church,
except a few of the Anabaptift perfuafion. The firlt rile of
that {e¢t in Caithnefs, was in a part of the parith of Wick,
where a gentleman of landed property refided, whofc
views of religion inclined him to profels and propagate the
Anabaptift {yftem: From that diftrit, bordering on Canil-
bay, it was imported into this parifh: 1tis now greatly on the
decline, and never was accompanicd with any fort of outrage,

wildnefs, or violence in its profeflfors, The ftipend of Canif-
bays
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bay is at prefent 0 chalders of viftusal, one half meal, and the
other half bear, with 200 merks of money, and the {mall
tithes of the parifh, accounted, though not equal to, 200 merks
more.~——DBefides the parochial fchool, there are two fociety-
fchools in the parith, with a falary of 10 1. each, The paro.
chial {chool may be worth about 18 1. Sterling. The church
has very lately reccived a good repair, and the minifter has
been extremely well accommodated with new office houfes.
The manie, unlefs attended to, will not be of long duration.
The glebe is a very {mall one, and there is little or no grafs
annexed to it.—The poor, from the feflion funds, and various
colleftions, receive, at annual difiributions, about the fum of
10l.or 12 1. Sterling. The indigent are indeed nu rnerous,
yet there are few or no flrolling beggars in the parith *,

Drefs, Cufloms, 28¢.—In Canifbay there are no manufac-
tures. LTheir common apparel is of home growth and texa
ture, generally dyed black. Therr drefls cloaths are all 1m-
ported, and in general of better quality, than their circum-
flances can well afford. Both fexes are alike ambitious to
appear fine. I'ew country congregations are more crowded,

U2 or

* "The prefent munifter has been 11 yearsin office, and has not been alked for
above half a dozen certificates, in behall of indipent perfans, neceflitated to throw
themlelves upon the alnis of the public.  The parith, at the fame time, compara-
tively [peaking, 1sfar from beinz a rich one. "The {ea 15 its great foupport, with-
out which, at the rate the lands are rented, it would be impollible for the inhabi-
tants to Jive. The fea not only {upplics them with £ih, but with bread alfe,
from the great abundance of tang-manure, wlich even, in bad lea ong, feldom
fails to enfure a crop. It allo affurds them employment, with fuitable wages
during fummcr, in the manufadture of keip. A good deal is gained by yilut:].[;e’
and not a little by fea expreffes.  rom thele combined caufes, and their being
imired from their earlicft years to habits of fobriety and temperance, they may
e faid to livein a flate equaily remwoved from want and from abundance.

o
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or brilliant in the fummer feafon. Meetings for dancing are
wery common in winter. It is then, too, that they generally
marry. Their weddings are often crowded ; but the enter-
tainment is always gratuitous. There are annual emigra-
tions from the parifth, both of males and females in the me-
nial line, who leave the place of their nativity, in queft of
fuperior wages in the fouth of Scotland. Many of the young
men become foldiers, preferring the land to the fea fervice.
Their charalter in that capacity has always been to their
credit.  There are few fuperflitious ufages among them®:
ghofts and fairies are believed to manifelt themfelves occa~
fionally. There are three popifh chapels mouldering into
defolation in the parilh, one at Frefwick, another at Brabfter,
and a third at 5t. John’s Head. Some fuperflitious rites, now
in total difufe, were wont to be performed, by the igne-
rant vulgar, on particular days, at thefe fanflified ruins. At
prefent, not a veftige of popery feems to intermingle in the
creed of the people. There are no wells of preternatural ef-
ficacy inthe parifh, There is no day in the year accounted
naulpicious, or, (Sundays excepted) held in higher eftimation
than another.

Charaltcr.—In point of {fature, there are few of the inha-

bitants either much above or below the middle fize, - Being
{eldom

* No gentleman, however, of the name of Siweraig, either in Canifhay or
threughout Caithnefs, will put on green ggpardd, or think of croffing the Ord upon a
SMonday. They were dreffed in green, and they croffed the Ord upon a Mon-
day, in their way to the battle of Flowden, where they lought and fell in the
fervice of their country, almoft without leaving a reprefentative of the nume be-
hind them. The day and the drefs are accordingly regarded as inaufpicious.
I the Ord muft be got beyond on Monday, the journey is performed by fea.
A fuperfltition thus derived from the heroifm of their anceftors, and fo well cal-
colated to excite a fimilar fpirit in their offspring, philofophy itfclf will allow
to be preferved from oblivion,
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feldom employed in any fort of labour, whofe progrefs from
its difficulty is neceffarily flow, and equal, if not fuperior, to
every talk incumbent on them to accomplith, they often ma-
nifeft the greate®t adivity, alertpefs and difpateh. Hence,
while occupied in walking, or fpeaking, their motion and
their utterance is rather guick than flow, This may be part-
ly owing to their living fo much at fea, where the greateft
poflible difpatch 15 fo often necellary. The chimate, with a
train of local eircumftances, ferves to give a particular adtivi«
ty to the blood and ipirits of the inhabitants of the north.
Notwithftanding this alertnefs and pomptitude in all theiy
operations, unlels 1mpelled to altion from neceffity, or the ex-
citement of fome particnlar intereft they have in view, there
are no people in the world fonder of doing nothing. Daring
their hours of idlenefs, which are many, languor and laffitude
are never obfervable about them. The mind, having no in-
terefls of its own to faften upon, exerts its power, for the fake
of employment, in making inveftigations into the condition and
charalter of others. Hence that (olicitude after news, that
{pirit for prying into the moft hidden concerns of their neign-
bours, with the view of gratifying curiofity rather than male-
volence ; and hence alfo, a more enlarged knowledge of their
country, and a more extenflive acguaintance and correfpon-
dence with one another, than obtains among the peafantry of
any other part of Cireat Britain. In the prelence of their {n-
periors, their felf-pofifeflion, recolleétion and faculty of utter-
ance never delerts them. “Their difcernment of the purpofes
of others, and dexterity in concealing their own, are no lefs
remarkable. What a pity fuch refpe@able endowments,
fhould be left to wafte themfelves on objeéts, neither of pub-
lic utility nor of private emolument. Were they properly
called forth, and engaged in branches of commendable induf-

try,
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try, the gain would be great indeed, both to themfelves and

to their country.

Antigquities and Natural Curiofities.—Houfes, faid to have
belonged to the Piéts, though in no refpeét remarkable, except
for their antiquity, are to be feen in different parts of the parifh.
The profpeét from Dungilbay Head, may be well reckoned a
curiofity of the firft diftinftion of its kind. It commands the
whole of the Pentland I'rith, and as far beyond it as the eye
can ftretch. The Orkney Ifles appear {pread out in that hap-
py peint of vifion, in which fuch objeéts are contemplated
with the greateft pleafure and delight, The German Ocean
to a great extent, the Murray Frith, and the hills of Banff,
Aberdeen, and Murrayfhire, are all under view. No travel-
ler, when he comes to John O'Groat’s, will repent a vifit to
the Head. The Stalés of Dungifbay, as they are called, are
two piramidal pillars of naked freeftone-rock. They rear
their fantaftic fummits a great way into the air, and ftrike
the eye of a firanger in approaching them, as the huge fpires
of fome old magnificent Gothic pile. They are frequented
in fummer by innumerable fea fowls, who hatch and bring
forth their young about their fides, while the eagle fits in
royalty upon their fummits., Near to St. John’s Head, upon the
north coaft, 15 one of the pleafanteft {pots in the whole parifh.
It affords evident tokens, of having been, in former ages, a
zefidence of great refpe@ability ; from a burying ground, and
the veitiges of an old chapel in the neighbourhood, now in
total ruins, as well as from the name it bears, it would feem
to have been confccrated to religious purpofes. From the
veftiges of a ditch and draw-bridge, defending it on the land
fide, it muft have been occupied as a place of ftrength and fe-
curity ; but, whether 1t has been the refidence of faints or

heroes, it affords ample proof, that neither tafte nor judgment
WCIE
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were wanting, in the choice of it as an habitation. The de-
corations of art are alone wanting to render it one of the
lovelieft fpotsin Caithnels. In the burn of Stempflter, is found
white fpar of the pureflt quality. When put into the fire, 2
very flight degree of heat makes it throw out a confiderable
portion of phofphoric light, which graduslly decays as the
ftone cools, and is again recraited as the ftone is heated
a-new. When reduced to a powder, it puts on an exceeding
brilliant and beautiful appearance during ignition. In elec-
trical experiments, it is a non-condudtor, nor does it feem
foluble in acids, About a quarter of a mile eaft from the
shurch, there are 2 fprings of freth water, at leaflt 30 yards
within flood matk. Betwixt Brabfter and Frefwick there is
a deep hollow, called, in the dialeét of the parith, the Wolfs
reo, which muft have derived its name from being the haunt
bf wolves in former times. There are other circumflances
handed down by tradition, which tend to prove, that this
ravenous animal was once 20 inhabitant of Canifbay.

Wild Animals—The quadrupeds are foxes, hares, otters
and wealels.—Adders are fometimes found in the mofies, but
they are not numerous. In the links of Frefwick, Dungil-
bay and Huna, there are plenty of rabbits, but they turn to
little account. There are allo moor-fowl, plovers, fnipes,
lome partridges, and multitudes of wild pigeons in the rocks.
Birds of paflage are, the green plover, wild goofe, now-fowl,
wagtail, {wallow and rail. Thefnow-fowl], in the winter, are
inconceivably numerons. The hills are exceedingly well
ftocked with the moor game above mentioned. The coafts,
throughout the yeur, abound in multitndes of fea-fowl. In
the fummer months, the {warms of fcarfs, marrots, faiks, &c.
that come to hatch in the rocks of Dungifbay and Stroma,
are prodigious, They in a manner darken the air, when, on

any

%= The University of Edinbwrgh
Thie University of Glasgow



160 Statiftical Account

any {udden alarm, they take wing in a body from their nefis.
The gun makes frequent and bloody havock among them.
"They are fhot for amufement frem boats, and the commen
people appropriate their flefh and feathers to their own ule.
The fport i1s cruel and unprofitable, as numbers die upon their
young in the nefl, or expire before they reach the edge of the

projeéting thelve,

Planting.—There is no planting in the parith, A good
many years ago, an experiment was made on a part of the
Warth Hill. A few acres were planted with firs.—They
throve very well while young; but the fence being infuf-
ficient, and {oon mouldering away, and the plantation expofed
to all poflible injury, the whole perifhed, and at prefent no
vc:iiign: of it is to be feen. The {pot was well chofen, and had
the plantation been attended to, there is hardly a doubt, but
that it would have profpered. Nocharge ought to be brought
again[’a the foil and climate, as long as the exertions of induf-
try are wanting to overcome the obftacles complained of.
Without a {uitable choice of ground, both as to foil and thel-
ter, and without proper inclofures, what fuccefs can or ought
to be expected ? The burns of Frelwick, of Dungifbay, and
the winding braes of Gills, where, in defiance of the depreda-
tions, both of man and beaft, fome natural bruth-wood main-

tains its refidence, {cem to claim a preference in experiments

of this {ort.

Roads, Inns, Tmﬁf, tFe.——The public roads in the parilh are
thofe leading from Huna to Wick and Thurlo, both lying along
the coatl, the one 1n a foutherly, and the other in a wellerly
direction. They have never been completed, and are Very ui-
comforiable in the winter, As third from Huna, leading in-

to the maddle of the country by Brabfter, would be a great
3 CONveniency
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conveniency to other parifhes, as well as to Canitbay. Tip.
pling houfes are by far too numercus in the parifh : They
have undoubtedly a bad influence on the induflry, as well as
morals of the people. Three, befides the ferry houfes, are all
that ought to be allowed. From Huna, the ferry boat crofles
with the mails for Orkney once a week. From Burwick in
South Ronaldthay, the Orkney mails in like manner crofs to
Huna. The diftance there, being the {horteft betwixt Caith.
nefs and Orkney, is reckoned 4 leagues in extent. If a paf-
fenger goes along with the mails, the freight is 1s. ; but if he
hires the ferry boat for himfelf, itis ¥ s. Although the Pent-
land Frith may be defervedly accounted the moft tempefluous
piece of fea, around the ifland of Britain, it is remarkable haw
few accidents happen in crofling it; but the danger it
threatens, {fuggefls the means of preventing it. The time of
tide is chierved to a minute, in putting out to fea. The hoats
are ftrong and of good conftruttion ; the boatmen perfe&t mafe
ters of their bufinefs, and acguainted from their infancy with
every circumflance, refpecting the variation of the tides they
have to go through., Inthe fnmmer feafon, there is almoft a
continued communication betwixt Caithnels and Orkney, in
the traffic of horfes. Golts from the highlands of Caithnefs,
fiom Sutherland and Strathnaver are fold to Orkney ; and thefe
very celts, when pafl their prime, are again brought from Ork.-
ney, and re-imported into Caithnefs. By far the greateil
number of thefe crofs to and from the fhores of €anifbay, on
account of the fhortnels of the paflage. Large boats are made
for tranfporting them ; and the freight of each colt is 1 5., and
a full grown horfe £s. 8d. to the nearelt land. There are
2 petty markets in the parifh, in the courfe of 2 year, one in

December, and the other in February.

Yor. VIII. X Language,
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Language %8¢ —The Scotch, with an ntermixture of fome
Norwegian vocables ®, is the only language fpoken in the pa.
rith. The pronunciation, »s wellas languige of the peafantry,

is better than what prcvuil& aniong the vulgar 1n more fouthen
counties,

* The names of places feem to be derived from the Norwegian language.
Sier, which tigmfics an effste, 15 the termmating fyhaile of an immenic number

of the naaes of places an, Cathngfs and elfowhere.  They confiflt for the m

part of twe ir_'; Haledes, the [t mof !'ulrrhabi:,' 11:‘.!111_!; the name of [me lilﬂittg:uﬁ\-
d polliflor, Manvy marime places, borth m Cuvhners and Orkney, dcrive
thewr pame s from fome py{ui.mrit:,r rpfiscfting the coaft o1 rhe tides. ;‘?rw, L
Jamdh vongue, lignifies a current of warer, or the particular courle of a nde.
¥t feemis to claun an aflinity wath the Gaclic @wfore and the Latin ez, both
ﬁg:tf}rhag a river.-—-Where aond 15 the toomunaticg I-';*lf.l[:-h'., the place is not only
naantuar, but there is always,in ity vicimity, an opering of the coafl, largur
than a creck, but fmaller than a bay, whole two contaminy fides form an angle,
fimilar to that of the lins, termunating i the cheek. Tt i remarkable, that, w
the Suotch dialet, this is always teemed the avecd of the mouth Tt does not
therefere appear, that there s the loaft affinaty be swise weck and «er, The for-
mer vocable is tor the modt part, if not always, maritume @ the latter, from the
meaning of the woird, can have no poflible refpeét to local fitnation,  If wick
were derived from wrws. we would find svicks as generally inland as upon the
coalt ; and every place bearing the name of ik ought either to be, or tu affoid
fome evidence, that in former ages it had boon a village.  In Orkney, there are
a great number of wicks, and in Cathpels twa.  They are all upon the coafl,
and every one of them charadlerifed by un oputung in the rocks, of the particular
figure above deferibed.

From'the above obfervations, the names of moft plages in Canifbay are of eafy
derivation.  Hwwa is made up of the word- bule and 2ae. The former is the
fame ns bollow in Enpghih, and Sew in Scoteh 1 'The latter 18 the tide fream,
or current, oppoiite to the coall.  Io confirmation of this etymology, Huna s
one of the loweft lying places in the parith, and where the tides are lefs rapid
than on other parts of the coalt. Stroma 1s compounded of Strem and ace; the
former in the Damil tongue {ignifying impetuous, and the latter, a corrent, as
already obferved., ‘The tides around Stroma, are fuppofed to run at the rate of
near 10 knets an hour. Frelwick isthe green wick, from frift, igmiying green,

and the figure in the coaft firikingly defincd in its vicinity, which 1s found in every
Pfacﬂ-,
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countics. ‘The better fart, and efpecially the fair fox, {peak
as well, and with as little peculiarity of accent, as their equals
in ary part of Scoidand. Therve is fcarcely a place in the
whole parifh, whofe name is n.t of Nurwegian detivation.
The G «chic is totally unknewn in Cawufbay; nor is therea
place throughout the parilh, whofe name indicates the lealk
alliurty to that language.

Muanfion Houfes.~The hounfe of Frefivied is a modern
buiiding, fufliciently commodious and clegant. About Ij
years ago, in the month of February, the thander broke on
ene of its wings, threw down 2 chimne)y top, and rent ihe
wall from top to bottom, bufides dansaging the greateil part of the

X a windows.

place, where wick ohtaine. Perhaps it is from fi /5 that the Enghifh woaild firglh is
denived, which fometimes hears a meaning lictle different from greea.

Dungibay Head is called, by Prolemy, Bipefine, 3 word evidently formed from
the name it bore, in the days of this geographer  The Greeks had vo word, in
then own language, having m» for the termunsting letter 3 bue in writing of pers
fons or places, among barbarians, they frequently end the vocable with m; per-
haps that it might appear as a barbaiifm, compared with the mufical founds of
their own hariwomous tongie. fhe word Boy would fiem to have been a

.common appellation to fuch places as Dung fbay Flead in thofe times, At this
day, a limilar promontery, in the ifland of Walls in Orkney, i3 termud the Bery.
The word 15 clearly of horwepgan derivation, 1t fignifics a place ol obfervation ;
or a prinaipal flatien, for diftovening the approach of an enemy by fea, whenac a
groat chftunce. The evident remama of a watch tower, on Dungifbay Head, are
a yroof of what 1 here afferted.  Berefter, in the Danifh tongue, to this day fig-
mifies to commulicate intelligence, to warn or give notice.  The name of Wargh
or Varth Hull is of fimilar derivation. + arter, in the above languap. s vo attend,
to wait on, er to watch for.  Henws the fpeculym on the Huad, hung the prin-
cipal ftation, was to difcover and communicate to that o the Vardh Hull ; where-
as the office of the lotter was, to ftand in wanmir fur tuch information, from the
former, to receive and tranfnet the difev vernins communizuted irony the Bery,
Niy would appear to have 1t name, liom the early and luxuriant verdure onm
wlat 15 called be BDack Head, 1n the fpnnpg months, Bielia s the cltare
or policflion of £iab,
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windows.—Barrogi/ Cafile is an old ariftecratic pile; but, re«
newing its age apace, under the additions and embellifhments
it is daily receiving from its noble owner. The manfion
houfe of Brablter is old, and fituated in the moft inland part
of the parifh. The ruins of three ancient towers or caflles
are itill to be feen; one in Mey, another fouth of the
prefent manfion houfe of Frefwick *, and a third fituated on
the weft fide of the ifland of Stroma: They are all built
upon rocks rifing out of the fea, have been occupied as places
of defence, and, in all probabaility, inhabited by heroes.

Ifland of Stroma.—The ifland of Stroma is fituated in the
Pentland Frith, about a league from the thore of Canifbay. It
is a mile long, and half a mile in breadth. It contains 3o
families, 977 females and %3 males, and rents at about z20 1.
Sterling per annum. It is very produflive in corn; but the
inhabitants are obliged to fupply themfelves with fuel, from
the moffes on the main land. The tenth fheaf was heretofore
taken in part payment of the rent. This, with all other cuf.
toms and fervices, has of late been converted, by the prefent
proprietor, at the defire of the people, 1nto money. There are
few difcriminating features in the charafter of the Stromare-
ans from the other inhabitants of the parifh. They {peak
the {fame language, wear the fame apparel, and obferve the
fame cuftoms. The fea is one of their priacipal {ources of
fupport. They are dabbling in falt water from their child.
hood upwards. From their political fitnation, and the fim-
plicity, fnlirietj and induftry, natural to them, there are
perhaps few iflanders on earth happier than thofe of Stroma.
They have a fociety {chool in the itland, and they eome very
reguiarlj" by fea to church, when the weather allows them to
crols the found. On the wefl of the iland, there is a vaft

cavern

# Tor a view of the old Caltle of Frefwick, fee Pennant’s Tour.
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gavern, {(or Glupe as it is called,) at about 3o yards from the
beach. It ftretches down to a level with the {ea, whole waves
are feen pouring into it, by a narrow opening at the bottom.
The fea is often exceedingly tempefluous, around the ifland in
the winter mmonths, The coaft on the wefl is exceedingly bold.
The tremenduous elevation of the billows, that beat againft
it during a florm, from that quarter, exceeds all power of de-
feription. Although the rocks are only inferior to thofle of
Dungifbay Head, the {pray is toffed above their loftieft fumea
mits, and falls in fuch profufion as to run in rills to the opa
pofite thore, A refervoir, in a commodious fituation, is made
to recelve it, together with the rair which the clouds im-
part ; and hence, a mill is kept going in the winter months,
for grinding the grain of the ifland. The agitation of the
Ipray is often {o great, that the water in the {pring wells be-
comes brakifh, and a falt tafte prevails in the air. The tide
1s fuppofed to rife to the height of 6 fathoms from loweft ebh.
During a (torm from the wefl, the rife of the fea, en that fide,
is more than 2 fathoms higher, than on the eéaft of the iland.
From the antifeptic influence of the {alt particles, perpetually
floating in the air, mummies were prelerved for a great
length of years, and were wont to be exhibited as curiofities,
in a chapel fituated in the ifland. The mummies are now
deftroyed, and the chapel is unroofed and mouldering into ruin.

Pentland Frith—-The Pentland Frith is reckoned 24 miles
in length, and varies from 4 to § leagues in breadch. It
has the Orkney lles on the N. and the coafts of Caithaefs on
the S., and forms a communication between the German and
the Atlantic Oceans. In the mouth of the frith, and nearly half
way between Dungifbay Head and the Orkneys, are fitnated
the Pentland Sderries. ‘Thele are two {mall uninhabited
iflands, the one confiderably larger than the other, and firetche

ng
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ing a little eaflward of Dungifbay Head, the ifland of Stroma
lying about two leagues to the welt. The parts of the frith,
moft dangerous to navigation, are two currents, {tretching from
Dungifbay Head and St. Jolin’s Head, to 2 ~onfiderable dif-
tance from land. The formier is called the Boars of Dungif-
bay, and the latter the Main of Mey. The Lillows In them
arc often {wollen to a monftrous fize, even in the fineft {fum-
mer day. They feem to arife from the collifton of tides in
oppofite directions, and recoiling with increafcd impetuofity
ftom the head lands above mentioned.—Without theaid ot kil-
ful pilotage, they are hazardous even in the calmell weather,
The tides in every part of the frith are various and irregular,
and of courfe the navigation dangerous, efpecially in the
night, where a very {mall deviation from the proper courfe
may be attended with fatal confequences.

A Light- Houf: Propofed.—For the above reafons, and many
more that might be advanced, there is not, around the ifland
of Britain, a ftation where 2 light-houfe is more requifite,
than in the mouth of the Pentland Frith. A year does not pafs,
without fome fatal accidents to fhipping, from the want of it.
Either Dungifbay Head, or the largelt of the Pentland Sher-
ries, is the ftation where a light-houfe ought to be eretted.
A light on the Head would ferve to illummate the Pentland
Frith to the well, and the German Ocean to the eafl, as tac
as the eye could difcern it. No dount its altitude in fopgy
weather i3 an arguinent, agamnfl it, as a flation for a Light
houfe ; but, from the prevalence of winds in this quar-
ter of the world, fogs would very rarly obftruét tue
light. The Skerry alfo, would unqueitionavly be, in many
refpects, an excellent ftation. 1t is eail of the Head, and of
every part of the coaft., From its local fituation, it would
probably yield, as fure a guidance to thipping, as could be

expeéted
x
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expedted from a light-houfe on the Head. It promifes, inw
deed, many advantages as 2 ftation for a hight-houle ; and the
principal ebjc@ions which can be argued againdt it, are, the
great difliculty there would be, to find a perfon willing to ac-
cept of fo tempeftuous a refidence in the winter months ; and
the expence, which would be at leaft 6 times greater than at
the Head. Thele points being confidered, perhaps, it is up-
en the Head where the experiment ocught firft to be tried,
A light-houfe on cither of thefe flations, would be an infallible
fafcguard to vefivls from miltaking the bays of Reifs and of
Frefwick in the might, for the Pentdland Frith., This has been
often done, and the moill fatal conlequences have enfued.
All mariners declare, that they would have no more hefi-
tattont in failing thiongh the Pentland Frith, at the dead of
night, than at mid-day, had they thc guidance of a light-
houfe to direét their courfe. The number of veflels, that pafs
and repals in the Pentland Frith, during the courfe of a VAT,
may be reckoned about 2oco, or cven upwards.

Arcount af FoAN O'GRo47*s Hovsn.-—We hall conclude
this paper, with an sccount of the motl memorable place in the
pariih, whieh Las often been vifited, by wavellers fiom very
diltant countries, who, it is believed, have rarely been made
acguainted with the peenliar circumitance, which fuit gave
rife to its celebrity ; its fame having been in general errone-
oully attributed, to its meie local fitwation, at the norithern
extremity of the illand ; wheieas, it originated in an event
not unpleafing to velate, and which furnithes a ufciul leffon
of morahty.

In the reign of James IV, of Scotland, Mealeolw, Ga-
vin. and Folu dv Groat, (luppofed to hove Lecn broe
thers, and originaily trom Holland,) arrived in Caitiinefs,
from the fouth of Scotland, bringing with them, =z letter
written in Larin, by that prioce, 1‘-;;L":::]11:‘11c;1{';[1lg them to the

countenance
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countenance and proteftion of his loving fubjefts, in the
county of Caithnefs. They purchafed, or got poffeflion of, the
lands of Warfe and Dungifbay, lying in the parifh of Ga.
nifbay, on the fide of the Pentland Frith ; and each of them
obtained an equal fhare of the property they acquired. In
procels of time, their families increafed, and there came to be
eight different proprietors of the name of Groat, who poffef-
fed thefe lands amongit them ; but, whether the three original
fettlers {plit their property among their children, or whethcr
they purchafed for them, fmall poffeflions from one another,
does not appear.

Thefe eight families, having lived peaceably and comfort-
ably in their {mall pofleflions, for 2 number of years, eftablifk-
ed an annual meeting, to celebrate the anniverfary of the arriv.
al of their anceltors on that coaft. In the courle of their feitie.
vity, on one of thefe occafions, a queflion arofe, relpeéting the
right of taking the door, and fitting at the head of the table, and
fuch like points of precedency, (each contending for the feni-
ority and chieftainfbip of the clan,) which increafed to fuch a
height, as would probably have proved fatal in its confequen-
ces to fome, if not to all of them, had not John de Groat,
who was proprietor of the ferry, interpofed. He haviug ac-
quired more knowledge of mankind, by his conflant intere
courfe with ftrangers paffing the Pentland Frith, faw the dan-
ger of fuch difputes; and having had addrefs enough to pro-
cure filence, he began with expatiating on the comfort and
happinefs they had hitherto enjoyed, fince their arrival in that
remote corRer, owing to the harmony which had fubfifted
among them. He affured them, that, asfoon as they appear-
ed to {plit and quarrel among themfelves, their neighbours,
who ull then had treated them with refpe&, would fall upon
them, take their property from them, and expel them from

the county, He therefore conjured them, by the ties of
blood,
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blood, and their mutual fafety, to return quietly, that night,
to their feveral homes ; and he pledged himfelf, that he would
fauisfy them all with refpeé to precedenty, and prevent the
poffibility of fuch difputes among them, at their future an-
hiverfary meectings. They all acquielced, and departed in
peace. Ih due time, Johkn de Groat, to fulkl his en
gagement, built a room, diftinét by itfelf, of an oétogon
fhape, with 8 doors and windows in it ; and having placed in
the middle, a table of oak, of the {fame fhape, when the next
anniverfary meeting took place, he defired e¢ach of them to
enter at his own door, and to fit at the head of the table; he
taking himfelf the feat that was left unoccupied. By this in-
genious contrivance, asny difpute, in regard to rank, was pre:
vented, as they all found themfelves on a footing of equality,
and their former harmony and good humour were reftored.
That building was then named John O’'Groat’s houfle, and
though the houfe is totally gone, the place where 1t ftood {lill
retains the name, and deferves to be remembered, as long as
good intentions, and good fenfle, are eftimable in a country *.

Vor. VIiilL Y NUMBER

* The particulars above mentioned, were communicated to John Suthetland,
Efg of Wefter, above 50 years ago, by his father, who was then advanced in
life, and who had feen the letter wrote by James IV. in the pofleflion of George
Groat of Warfe. The remains of the cak table have been fecn by maoy now

living, who have infcribed their games on it,
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