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NUMBER XV.

PARISH OF KELTON.

(County and Prefbytery of Kirkcudbright.—Synod of Gallo-
way.)

Ry the Rev, Mr. THomas HALLIDAY,

Names, Situation, River, Extent and Sorl, t5¢c,

ELTON confifts of three uunited parithes, Kefton, Gel-

W flom, and Kirkcormock. WNear the 5. E. boundary of
the pavifh, there is the wveftige of an old chapel, called Kiré-
mirren, fuppofed to have been defigned for a Chapel of Eafe.
The etymology of thefe names is uncertain : probably they
rre either of Celtic or Saxon original.

The great militaty road from Dumfries to Port Patrick,
runs through the parith for the {pace of four miles, in &
direftion nearly from N. E. to 3. W. TItis feparated from
the purifhes of Tongland and Balmaghie by the Dee, a river
ebounding with falmon of the richeft quality and flavour.

Kelton is shout 6 miles in length,  In breadth, it is
very unequal. At a medium, it is nearly three miles, and
contains an area of above 9509 fquare acres. T'he foil of the

Voear. VIIIL. Fp parifh

£ The Unaversily of Edinburgh
The Univiersily of Glasgow



208 Statiftical Adccount

e

parifh is exceedingly wvarious, generally thin. In fome places,
it is a fine loam ; in others, it is a deep watery till, efpecial-
ly on the {mall hills of a conical figure, with which the parifh
abounds. Thefe little hills are all arable; but they render
the furface very uneven. The moft luxuriant crops are pro-
duced, in general, when the ground is well manured with
dung, lime, or marl. Lime is imported from England at 1:s.
Sterling per Carlifle bufhel. In the north end of the pariih,
there is abundance of the fineft fhell marl. On the S. and 5.
W. borders of the parifh, there are fome hills, moftly covered
with heath. The higheft of thefe is fteep and rocky, and rifes
1100 feet above the level of the {ea.

Climate and Difeafes, W5e.~Kelton is feldom wvifited with
thofe fogs, or noxious damps, which are unfriendly to healtl.
The air i3, in general, dry and falubrious. No dileafes are
known to prevail in the parifh, but fuch as appear in other
places of the country, that are deemed healthful. Rheumatic
complaints feem to prevail moft. Fevers of different kinds
now and then appear, and fometimes coenfumptions, &ec. The
ravages of the {mall pox are greatly prevented by the hu-
mane and fuccelsful plan of inoculation. Inflances of longe-
vity have not been a wanting in Kclton, Seventy is not rec.
koned old age. Numbers arrive at 8o years, and feveral at
92, and upwards. . Thege is a woman now living in the pa-
rifh, aged between g7 and roo years; and 2 woman died
lately at the town of Caftle-Douglas, having reached the long
period of 107 or 108 years. She remembered King William
the I1I's cavalry pafling through this country to Ireland in
3689, The heavieft rains here are from the 5. E., South, and

3. W.; and the ftrongeft winds are from the W, and S. W.
. Producs
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Produce and Exportation.—The chief produce of Kelton is
oats, which are of a very good quality. A confiderable quan-
tity of barley, and Jigg, or bear, is raifed in the parifh; and
fome wheat. Rye, peafe, and beans, are not much cultivat-
ed ; but there is plenty of potatees for home confumption,
and a good deal for exportation. The lands are generally
laid down, or fown out, with rye-grafs and clover. Few have
yet paid attention to Turnips. The average exportation of
grain 1s, of late years, about aooe bolls, each boll containing
11 Winchefler buthels, or 22,200 Winchefter buthels in whole.
The markets are, the north of England, and the weft of Scot-
land. The oats, when well cleaned, yield rather more than
a ftone of meal per bufhel. One great hindrance to improve-
ments, inthis place, is the high multures, Hemp and flax
are not much attended to in this parifh.

Black Cattle, Sheep,tFe.—The ftaple commodity of Galloway,
which comprehends the fhire of Wigton, and flewartry of
Kirkendbright, is black cattle and fhecp. Befides what are
vled in home confumption, many thou{ands of black cattle
are annually driven to the Englifh markets. The black cattle
in Kelton amount to above 2000, are flrong made, and of &
middle fize. The fheep do not exceed roco. Thofe fed upon
the hills are of the {mall old breed of the country; thofe fed
on the lower and improved grounds, are much larger; gene-
rally of a mixed Englifh breed, and have finer wool ; but are
ftronger, and not fo pleafant to the tafte, as the fmall kind,
There are above 300 horfes in the parifh,—~There are 5o
ploughs, and 89 carts employed in hufbandry.}

Population.~The prefent flate of population in Kelton is
1600 fouls. The return to Dr. Webfter,’in 1755, was 81 ;
Ppa increafs
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100 Statiflical Account

increale 789. The proportion the fexes bear to each other1s
about go, or 9I males to 100 females. No diftinlt regifier of
births, marriages and deaths, has been kept in Kelton, fince
the year 1729 ; and therefore, the different ages of the inha.
bitants cannot, with any fort «[ precilion, be alcertained.
The increafe of population has been very confiderable in the
parifli fince ithe year 149635, and is flill advancing, with rapid
progrefs. Marusges and births are become very frequent,

Lecavfe of the continual increale of the inhabitants.

The different prefefiions are as fellows :

Merclants, - - 13 Hair-drefler, - - ¥
Squarc-men ot wiights, ) 9 Bakers, - - - 2
Smiths, - - ” Bafuns, - - - 14
Tailurs, - - i {=} Siater, - - - L i
Weavers, - - 14 Stocking weaver, - &
Butchers, - - 3 Sadler, - - -
Surgeog, - - -« I Tobacco ‘pinners, - 2
Shaemahers, - - % Carriers, - - 2
Clockmaker, - -  § i
In =il - - - - - 88

Church, Schools, and Poor.—The King is {ole patron ef the
ynited parifhes. The flipend of Kelton, as fettled in the year
1488, is 8o 1. Sterling neat, exclufive of a glebe of about
£5 acres. The manfc and oflices were rebuilt in the year
x%%7.—There are three {chools in the parifh, but they are
very poorly endowed. One of thefe has only 21. 83. g d.
another 2 1. 1o 5. and the principal {chool about 81. 4 s, Ster-
ling of anpual falary, exclofive of fchool wages, which are
very low in this place, Above jo fcholars ufually attend
each of thele fchools.—The poor are, for the moft part, fup-
plied by the colleédtions made in the church. There are not
above 12 at prefent upon the lift. The colleftions for the

peor amount to about 24 1. Sterling perannum, at an average.
There
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There are no mortifications in Kelton for the ufe of the poer.
The church was rebuilt in the year 1943. In 1483, a large
aile was added to it; and flill, it is by far too {mall for the
accommodation of the people.

Fue¢l—Peats are the fuel that has been commonly ufed
in Kelton; but they are now become very fcarce, as the
mofs in moft places, is nearly exhaufted. No coal has yet
been found in this country, and the expence of that article
from England is exceedingly high. Coals, at prefent, in the
port of Kirkcudbright, are fold at x 1. 8 s. Sterling per ton,
exclufive of cartage, which, to the confumer in Kelton, raifes
the price to about two guineas per ton *,

Rent, Heritors, ©8c.—~The rental of Kelton, as it ftands
upon the Cels Roll, is 35981. Scotch. The real rent is above
45001, Sterling, There are 18 Heritors in the parifh, 5 of
whom rchide.

Villages and Markets.—There are two villages in the pa-
rith, both upon the military road, about a mile and a half
diftant from each other. At the fouth welt village, called
Rbonboufe oxr Kelton Hill, there is held en the firft Tuefday
after the 17th day of June, O. 5. an annual horfe fair, the
largeft, perhaps, of any in Scotland, where there is, generally,
a very fine thew of all forts of horfes. To this fair, vaft
numbers of horle-dealers refort from England, Ireland,
and the eaft, fouth, and weft of Scotland. Manygchapmen
and hawkers frequent Kelton Hill fair. Upon the hill ad-
Joining to the village, where the fair is held, many large and
well covered tents are ereted by people from Dumfries,

Kirkcudbright,

* The ton of coal at Kirkcudbright, is 38 cwt. at 4 ftone Englifh cach cwt,
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Kirkcudbright, Gatehoufe of Fleet, &ec. ftored with provifiong
and all forts of liquers, for the accommodation and refrefh-
ment of thofe whofe bufine(s calls them to the fair ; and, con-
fidering the vaft concourfe of people upon that occafion, they
generally dilpofe of their articles to advantage. The fair
lafts only one day. At this place too, a weekly market for
black cattle is held upon Monday, beginning in Oé&tober, and
ending in December, every year,

Trade and Manufalfures.—The other vil]age, formerly
cailed Carlinwark, now erefted into a free and independent
burgh of barony, and denominated Cafele-Doxnglar, after the
fuperior, 15 fituated at the north corner of the Carlinwark
Loch. Within the limits of this burgh, there are, at prefent,
between 600 and 9ec inhabitants, where, 26 years ago, there
were not 20. At this town a banking branch is now eflab-
lithed ; and, two companies are epgaged in the manufalture
of cotton : one of thefe companies, (in which the f{uperior,
William Douglas Efq. of Caftle-Douglas, a gentleman of
great property, and principal heritor of the parifh, 1s concern-
ed,) proceeds upon a pretty large fcale. Here, likewife, a
foap-work, brewery, tannery, and woollen manufaétory, are
in contemplation. One great hindrance, however, to the
eltablilhment and carrying on of extenfive manufaftures in this
place, with fuccefs, and to advantage, is the fearcity of fuel.
Should a plan be adopted whereby to remedy that inconveni-
ence, it would tend much to the bencfit of Kelton, and this
country in general. Were the tax taken off the importation
of coals from England, that falutary end would, perhaps, in
a great meafure, be attained. In regard to population, the
town of Cattle-Douglas, 1s increafing with rapidity, and needs

only mauufa&ures to render it confiderable ¥,
Wages,
* There is a poft office at Caftle.Douglas, where mails are difpatched and re-

ssived every day, to and from all the principal poft-offices in Great Britainand Ire-
land.
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Wages, Servants, W ¢.—The common rate of wages piven to
a man fervant, fit for every branch of hufbandry, is from 8
to ¢ guineas per annum. And the wages given to the beft
women fervants, are from 31. 10s. to 4 1. ¥0s5. per annum.
Forty years ago, the very beft men fervants received no more
than 2 1. per annum, and the beft female fervants 1§ s. Stera
ling. The common rate of wages, then, wWas confiderably
lower than is ftated above. QCotter’s wages are now-about 251,
Sterling per annum. Tradefmen have 1s. § d. per day, and
fome receive more, exclufive of viftuals, The number of
men fervants in Kelton, including cotters, of whom there are
30, amounts to about 100, The female fervants are nearly
double that number.

Mills,~There are three corn mills in the parifh, one barley
mill, and one flax mill. Though flax is not much attended to in
Kelton, the mill is fupplied from the neighbourhood around *,

Lake and Marl.—Near the north corner of the parifh,
there is a lake, commonly called The Carfinwaré Lock, along
the weft fide of which runs the military road. The extent
of this loch, before it was partly drained in the year 1763,
was 116 fquare acres. Ten feet of water were then taken off
from it by a cut, or canal, to the water of Dee. Now it 13 only
8o [quure acres in extent. This loch is one great fource of
improvement to Kelton and the neighbourhood. It contains

in

land, About fix years agn, the poltages received at this office, amounted only te
about 48 or 5ol. Sterling, and did not defray the expence of the eftablifhment.
Now it yiclds a revenue of 140 1. Sterling per annum, and is ftill upen the increafe.
® The rate of living bears a full proportion to the increafe of wages., 1tisa
well known faét, that 5o years ago, §ol. was more than equal to 150 L oow;

fo great has been the advance of every article of living. FProvifiogs, &e. of
of all kinds, fill continue to rifc in their price,
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in itfelf, and the mofles adjoining, an inexhauftible fund of the
very beft fhell marl. The marl is taken out of the loch by
means of boats and ballaft bags, wrought with a wheel; a
mode that is pretty expeditious ; and it is taken out of the
mofles, in the way of throwing, ufually pra&tifed in other parts
of the country.

¥
dmprovements ~Since the loch was drained, the face of the

country, all around, has undergone a very wonderful change in
point of improvement. Not only Kelton, but the parifhes of
Buittle; Grofsmichael, Balmaghie, Parton, Balmaclellan and
Kells, reap the benefit of the marl, from the Carlinwark
Loch and its vicinity. Marl is carried from the Loch in flat
bottomed boats, along the canal to the Dee, in large quanti-
ties, for the improvement of the lands on each fide. 1t is
conveyed up the river, by means of thefe flats, as far as New
Galloway, to the diftance of x5 or 16 miles ®*. Before the
late improvements in hufbandry, the crops in this place were,
in general, very light ; and the grain, in quantity and quality,
inferior, by far, to what it is now.

Antiguities.—~At the N, E. boundary of the parilh, there
is the veftige of an old Druidical temple, near to which there
is an abundant fpring of excellent water. It was, probably held
facred to the worfhip of the pagan God, Thor. Frem this
temple, the farm in which it is fituated, feems to have deriv-
its name, 2bors or Tors, plural, being now divided into up-
fers and nether.

When the water was let out of the Carlingwark loch, 1n

the year 1765, at the mouth of the drain next to the Loch,
there

* In the Carlingwark Loch, there are pikes, perrhes and ecls, which are con~
fumed in the neighbourbood.
' i
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there was found a dam, or building of ftone, mofs. and clay *,
which appears to have been defigned for deepening the Loch,
Before it was drained, there were two 1ifles in the Loch, the

Vor. VI1II. Q_q one

* Befides the ftone dam mentioned abotve, there was one of oak wood and
garth, at the end of the town of Caitle Douglas, now covered by the military
road. About this place, many horfe-theoes were found, funk deep in the mud,
of quite a different make [rom thofe now in ufe. Several very large ftar lu:a:d.u
were got in the Loch; & large brafs pan was alfu found n it. Mear the 5. W,
corner of the Loch, a brafs pugie, or dagper, 22 inches long, and plated with gold,
was raifed from the bottom in a bag of marl. The pugio is in the poffeflion of
Mr. Gordon of Greenlaw. On the weft fide, near the fouth corner of the Loch,
between it and the military read, there is a fmall picee of rifing ground, in view of
the caftle of Thricve §, and diftant from it, a full mile, calied The Gallons Let,
On the top of this, Ttood 2 gibber or gallows, upon which were executed thofe
whom Douglas, Lord of Thrieve Caftle, thought proper to criminate. Hoere, it
is faid, M*Clelland of Racberry, Lord Kirkcudbright, was put te death by the
command of Douglas, norwithftanding the king®s letters demanding his releafe.
This circumitance proved fatal to Douglas, his family and interel, in this pare
of the country. The remains of Racbery lie buried in the churéh of Kirkcor-
meck, as appears from the imfeription upon a grave-lkone there. In the centre
of a cairn, near Gellton, was found a ftone colfin, above 7 feet long, and 3 feet
avide, in which were human bones, in length and thicknefs, larger by far than
the now common fize; allo a brafk or copper helmet, with fome other imyie-
mente of war, greatly correded, Mot far from this place, a nicely carved urn
was dug out of the earth, filled with a reddith duft. On the hilis, near the 5. E.
boundary of che panth, there are the veftiges of two large Danith er Saxon en-
carmpments, of a circular form, and not far from onec another; the one 11y, and
the other 68 paces in diameter, firongly fornfied with trigle walls of ftone, of a
great thicknefs. Tn the 5. E- burder of the parith, hkewafe, there has anciently
been a pottery. The place, where the clay had been dug up for the work, is
ftll very difcernible, and the fragments of carthen ware are freqgnently to be feen
it the fields adjoining. From this work, the farm, in which ic was fituated, has
derived its name, Potterland. "There are feveral besutitul moats in the paridh,
And the ruins of a caftle that belonged to the Lords of Kirkoudbrighe, which had
been furrounded with a wide and deep ditch, filled with water. i

§ The Caffle of Tumieve fauds wpon an ifland furrounded by the Dee, and belongs ¥o
o parift of Balmaghie., An acenrate account of this anciemt and fumows Caflle may by
<t in Ndr. Guosa’s oonfiquities,

a
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one near the north end, and the other necar the fouth end of
it. Thefe ifles were places of reft, for large quantities of wa.
ter fowls, of various kinds, which annually came and bred
there ; even wild geefe, it is faid, have been fometimes known
to breed on thele ifles. There was always a tradition in the
parifh, that there had been a town in the Loch, which funk,
or was drowned ; and that there were two churches or chapels,
one on tach of the laige ifles: There 1s alfo a tradition, that
the cannon, with which James the I Vth. battered the caftle of
Thricve, was made, (that 1s, the ftaves were put together and
hcoped,) at Buchan’s Croft on the well fide of the Loch. One
of the balls, weighing 48 pounds, pickcd out of the wall of
Thrieve, is now at Greenlaw, The veftige, or foundation of
an iron forge, was dilcovered om the fouth ifle. Acround it,
likewile, there had been a itone building, or rampart; and,
from this ifle, to the oppoflite fide, on the N. LK, there is a
road of flone fecured by piles of oak wood, with an opening,
fuppofed to have becn for a draw-bridge. In feveral places
of the Loch, canves were found, which, appear to have been
hollowed, after the manner of the American Savages, with
fire, On a {mall ifle, near the north end of the Lock, there
was found a large iron mallet or hammer, ftained on one end
with blood. Itis now in the hands of the Antiquarian So-
giety at Edinburgh, and is fuppofed 10 have been an inftru-
ment ufed by the ancient Druids, in killing their facrifices.
On feveral of the little ifles in the Loch, were large frames of
black Qak, ncatly joined. There are two [mall ifles, that
have been evidently formed by ftrong piles of wood driven in-
to the mols and marl, on which were placed large frames of
black oak., The tops of thefe were fully fix feet under water
before the Loch was drained. The defign of thefe works is

pot at prefent knowa.
Charalicrs
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Clarafier, We.—The inhabitants of Kelton are, in general,
an intelligent, polite, focial, and hofpitable people. In regard
to elegance in houles, neatuefs of drefs and genteel living,
they are equal, 1f not fuperior to their neiphbours around
them, The fentiments of the people of Kelten, with refpe& to
religion and morality, are, for the molit part, rational, juft, and
free from bigotry.—None belonging to the parifh, in the me-
mory of the oldeft now living, have {uffired the pains of law
for any capital crime.—There are four noted inns in the pa-
rith, and many fmall tippling houfes. Thefe little gin thops
have a ruinous effeft, upon the health and morals of the low-
er claffes of the people ; the adopting, therefore, fome effeétual
mealure for their fuppreflion, would be a bufinels not un.
worthy the attention of thofe. to whom thie police of the
vountry is intrufted,
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