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NUMEBER XIX.
United Parisuesof GLENORCHA Y and INISHATIL..

(Prefbytery of Lorn.—Synod and County of Argyll.)

By the Rev. Josera MacinTyre, D. D.

Erelflion and Name.

HE parifhes of Glenorchay and Inifhail were conjoined

into one cure, in the year 1618, By a committee of

parliament, met at Inveraray, in the year 1650, thefe parifhes

were disjoined, on account of their great extent, and continu-

ed leparate till the reftoration ; when, by the memorable Re-

Seiffory A&, they were again united, and have continued fince
tnder the paltoral charge of the fame Incumbent.

The parith of Glenorchay derives its name, from the vale
where the churchisbuilt, Itwas formery called Clachan Dyfart,
a Celtic word, fignifying, * The Temple of the Higheft.” The
Place, where the parith church ftands, was probably the fite of
the Clackan, oxr * Circle of ftones,” of the Druids. Dyfars

properly means The Higheff God, The founders of a chuxch,
defigned
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336 Statiffical Account

defigned for a more enlightened worfhip, in order to induce the
Pagan inhabitants to attend the inftitutions of revealed religion,
were naturally led to make choice of a fituation, the more re-
vered by them, as being the place where they had formerly
been accuftomed to perform their rites of devotion®.  Imifh-
ail, or Beautiful Ifle, is fo named, from that green and pidtu-
refque ifland in Lochow, once the fite of a finall nunnery of
the Ciffertian order ; and where, in a ruinoas chapel of that
religious houfe, public worthip was alternately performed, ull
the year x736. A charch, more commodious for the pa'rifh,
was then built on the fouth fide of the lake, oppofite to Inif-

hail.

Extent and Situation.—The length of the united parifhes,
from E.to W. is above 24 mealured miles, The breadth is va-
rious and unequal. They are fituated on the borders of the county
of Perth, near the village of Clifton, and inn of Tayndrom,
one of the higleft inhabited fitnations in North Britain. Here,
a {mall rivulet marks the divifion ol the counties of Argylil
and Perth ; part of which runs eaftward inte Loch Tay, and
falls into the German fea ; and part runs weftward into Loch-
ow, and difcharges icfelf, at Bumaw, into an Arm of the At-
lantic ocean. The church of Glenorchay is 15 miles N. E.
from Inveraray, the chief town of the fhire, and the feat of the
courts of juftice ; and is nearly at an equal diftance 5, E. from

Bunaw ¥,
Surface,

* Cordiner's Antiquitics.
® At this place there is a confiderable falmon fifhing and iron foundery ; and
a quay is built on a fecure and well fheltered bay for veffels of fmall burden,
which ply eccafionally, to Liverprol, Whitehaven, Ulverfton, and other places,
joaded with pig-iron, tanne:’s bark, kelp and falmen ; and import in retyrn,iron
ore, meal, coals, tanned leather, ftone-ware, and other articles of commerce.
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Surfuze and Soil-—Excepting the vale of Glenorchay,

swhich forms a keautifel plan of more than 3 miles 1n length,

and half a mile in breadth, the plains of Auch, of Aunchal.
Inder, and part of the lands of Havfeld, the country exclu-
fively is mountainous and hilly. The river Urchay winde
in a gentle current through the wale, dividing it into two
equai parts. On each fide of the river, the foil isa misture
of ight earth and fand; and on the lides of Lochow, as far
as the pariih exrends, 1t 15 geperally a deeper earth and richer
loam, on beds of tiil or gravel. The glebe, on which the
vhureh and wanfe are buil:, 15 a beautiful oblong ille, formed
by ¢ . river Urchay. It is in the centre of the valley and
above a mile 1 circumierence, and every where bordered
with patural terraces wnd fht:lving banks, and fringed with
¢oppice and various kKinds of trees, to the very cdge of the
IIVer,

Produce and Cultivation.—-"The crops preduced, on thele
lands, are the blamnifley, the early whaite, and the {mall grey
oats ; Scotch bear, potatoes, a few field turnips, fome anificial,
snd much natural, as well as meadow grafles. The ordinary
return from oats is from 3 to 4 feeds; of barley, frum 5 to 7,
and from the boll of poratoes, from 12 to 200 The annusl
caange of the different feeds 15 lound to be of great advan-
tage, as the fame ced, fown fuccellively for years, in the fame
fdil, beeomes gmduai!}' {smiall and unlnrnduﬂive. It 13 cufl=
tomary, yearly, to import quantities of feed oats from the high
frounds near the hirk of Shotts, and from feveral parts of
Perthihire, Culinary plants are coming more and more in-
9 general ulc in this connlry : Some years ago it required the
mfluence of the landlord ; and in fome places, an exprels fi-
Pulation in the leafe, before the common people conld be got
Lo plant greens, or fence a garden.

Yor, VITL ) Va Potatocr,
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Pamfar{.——Nn where are potatees cultivated with more care
or thrive better. They are moftly planted in drills, and hoed
by the plough. The largelt are always felected for feed,
The kinds chiefly ufed, are thofe called here, the London Lady,
a prolific and f{weet potatoc; the Jomg white, the dua, the
wife, the early red, and the purple. From all of them,a
ftarch is commonly manufaétared bya {imple procefs, for fa-
mily ufe. Some diitill a fiery and har(h {pirit from potatoes ;
and at times, dread jeily, and a very bad cheefe, are formed of
this valuable root, when combined with other {ubftances of
nutrition. For nine months of the year, potatoes makea
great part of the food of the middling and lower ranls of peo-
ple ; and it may be {aid, with truth, that, till the general intro-
duftion of potatoes into this country, fo little adapted, from foil
and climate, to the growth of other grain, the poor and low-
er claflfes pined away, nearly the halt of their time, in want
and hunger. It is now found, that, by keeping the potatoes
in a cool place during the fummer months, and checking the
vegetation by frequent turning and ftirring, they may be pre-
ferved fweet and found, from one end of the year to the other;
and thus, become a wholefome and cheap diet to the poor,
and even, occafionally, add to the viands of the opulent in

every feafon,

Sbeep and Black Cattle—The hills and muirs, which, fome
years ago, were covered with heath and coarfe herbage, are,
fince the introdution of large flocks of fheep into the coun-
try, gradually getting a richer {ward and a greener hue, and
afford excellent pafture. ILvery where they abound, with
fprings and rivulets of pure and falubrious water. Nume-
rous flocks of large and heavy fheep, now pafture almoil the

whole year, on thcefe mountains and wilds, where, formerly,
werg
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were to be found, and only for the {ummer months, a few
light fheep and goats, fmall hill horfes, as they were called,
and fome herds of black cattle. Then, it was believed,
that no domeftic animal could ftand the feverities of the win-
ter on the high and ftermy grounds: even the goats and
fheep were regularly houfed and fed in pens, during the
rigour of the feafon. The confequence was often fatal.
When the provender was confumed before the genial return
of fpring. cattle of all kinds perifhed in numbers for want of
[uftenance ®*. There may be about 20,0co fheep in the pa-
rith. A few of the Cheviot breed have been lately intro-
duced into Glenorchay ; and the Farl of Breadalbane, ever
anxious Lo promote the intereft of his country, and the good
of the people, defigns, it 15 {faid, to fend {ome more of the
fame kind,* to the parith, for rrial. Black cattle have been,
for years paft, decreafing in number, but improving in kind.
Two bulls, reared in the parith, were lately fold, the one at
19l. the other at 2o0l. Sterling. Horles, both for draught
and {addle, are brought, occalionally, at high prices, from the
fouth of Scotland, and cther places noted for the belt kinds of

both.,

Wood.—The higher parts of the parilh abounded once,
with forells of the largeft and beft pines; buat thefe were cut
down, about 6o years ago, by a company of adventurers from
Ireland, with little benefit to themfelves, and lefs to the noble
proprietor of the country. There are {till fome tradts of na-
tural firs in Glenorchay : a good deal of cak, intermixzed
with ath, birch, and aller. On the {fides of Lochow, elpecially

Uua2 at

* A worthy gentleman, Rill alive in this parith, was prefene at the fale of
510 hides of black cattle, of all ages ; which were the property of one faird, and
loft in ene feafon, by mere want. Thiswasin the year 1744, ‘Uhe hides fold for

5ol to a Glafgow tanaer.
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at Fayfield, vaircus kinds of wood; the larch, the beeck,
the horfe chefout, the mountain afh, the lime and the plane,
are planted with tafle, and grow with luxuriance and beaaty.

The climate 1s not fuvourable for orcliards.

Exports and Imports.—The exports from the country arve
cattle, wool, woollen yarn, tartans, plaiding and ruffet. The
imports arc, about 1coo bolls of meal, merchant goods and
cafh. Exciulive of what is retailcd by hawkers, there 13
fold, yearly, from one itationary {hop in the parifh, to the value
of 60 1. Sterling, of foull and tobacco. This is an expendi-
ture that merits reprehenfion. Let the men, however, conti-
nue to do in this as they choofe, but far be it from the fair
and refpeftable females of this vale, to disfigure their features,
and to deftroy their powers of fong and {weet cadence, by a
habit fo repugnant to every thing engaging and cleanly in wo-
man. There is one licenfed diftillery in the panih ; the el ét
of which 1is the deftrution of great quantitics of grain,
that, in place of being converted into wholefome bread, pro-
duces only a deleterious {pirit, ruinons to health, to induilry,
and ro morals. If no fpirits were diftilled in the county, the
meal imported would be a trifle. At an average, there is an
annual importation of 4o thonfand bells into the thare.

Population and Longevity ——As no exc& public regiflers
were kept, the ancient ftate of the population ot the panih
¢annot be afcertamed with precifion ; but, it is the general
beiief, that the population is not materially diffurent from
what it was about 4o yeurs ago. This conjucture is confirm-
ed by the only mvettigation of the i.ét, tha: can now be muade.
At prefent, (1792,) the total number is 16 g, Tie return
to Dr Webfler in 1755 was 1634, the qiffiievce is therefore
only 15. Of thefe there are of males, 783, ot 1emales, §80.

In
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Tn this account, the inhabitants of Lorn}, Furcace 2nd Fanans
are not included  Though the people, in gener.l, attain
to an advanced age, there are no late inftarces of extra-
ordinary longevity in the parith. A circumilance happen-
ed a few years ago, wiiuch, it is believed, occurs but fvidom
any where. At a baptifin in the pariih, there weie prelent,
the child’s yatber and mother, grandfatber and grandmother,
great-gravdfotber and great-grandmother ; and the lait pairc
are {bill fo wvigorous and healthy, as to make 1t probable,
they may fee the fitth generation of their family., They are
2ll 1 che lover elals of pealantry, contented with their lot,

and chearful in their temper.,

Di}i‘ffﬁr.——nﬂnm:; and rheumatic diforders are the moft pre-
valent difeales in the panifh.  Before ineculation was Intro-
duced, the [mall pox, in irs wilitations, proved very fatsl
Then, the regimen was literally hot. At whatever feafon
the wifeltion apprared, great fires were kept burning in the
roorns, or rather floves, where often 2 or 3 wretched children
lay gafping, under a weight of cloaths, in one bed. Lvery
particle of freth air was excluded with the utmeft care ; and
witlky and fuflion, and every thing heating, were adminfter-
ed with an unlﬁparing hand. The conieguence was fuch as
might be expeéted. INumbers were hurried into an untimely
grave ; and of thofe that efvaped with life, the lols of an eye,
lometimes of both, with other ravages of the diforder, often
marked a treatment fo unnatural and fo dellrultive. Eigh-
teen years ago, a herd boy, a native of this parith, ran away
trom a farm in another country, where the mealfles made their
Appearance. He did not, however, efeape the enemy he
dreaded. Fc came to the parifh [choeol, and within the fifilh

day, the runawav, with 51 of the fcholars, were laid up with
the
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the diftemper. It fpread over the country in a fhort times
But contagious as 1t was, 1t was not mortal.

Mountarns, W&ec * . —There are many hills of different elevas
tions and forms in the parifh. Ameoeng thefe, Beindoran,
Beinlaoi, and Cruachan, foar pre-eminently high. The laft
rifes in a gentle flope from the f{ea, and the Lake of Aw ; and
by the meafurement of the late Colonel Watf{on, with aquadrant,
its perpendicular height is faid to be 1130 yards above the
level of the fea. “The circumierence of the mountain, at the
bafe, is above 20 meafured miles. Cruuchan is the weather
gauge of the people within view of 1ts lofty fummit. Before
the ftorm, ¢ the {pirit of the mountain {hricks,” and its head
and fides are enveloped in clouds. On the fummit of this
mountain, was that taral fpring, from which, according to the
tradition of our fathers, iffued forth the beautiful and exten-

five lake of Aw 1.
Beindoran,

* Plovatian of various Meantoans hove the level of the Sea.

Teet,
Hartficld Hill, near Maﬁ'.xt; - . . 2282
Tintock, in Lanarkthire, - - - - 1644
Ticinmore, in Breedalbane, from its bafe, - - 2064
Bein Lawere, 1n Breadalbane, above Lochtay, - 3588
Ben nevis, 1 Lochaber, - - - - 4273
Beoilomond, above the Lake, - - - 3240
tkuddaw, in Cumberland, - - - - - 4466
Snowdon, :n Wales, - - - - - 3566
Mount Blaue, in the Alpa, - - - - 15,662
Mount Altna, - - - - - 10,054
Chimborazzo, Scuth Aperica, - - - 20,460
Tenerifie, - - - - - - 15,5906
Hecla in Iceland. - - - - - 4,901

M. B, 1760 yards make a mle,

$ * Bera the aged, dwelt in the cave of the zock, 5he was the daughter o
. . ; : h o 13l
¢ Griapnan the Sage : Lang wag the ling of hex fathers; and fhe was the Lt

!
L L o]
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Beindoran, till lately, was the refidence and fanékunary of the
roe buck and mountain deer; but now, the hunter roams no
;ungcr on the hill of the chace; the fheep browze on the
heath of the foreft, and the fons of the mountains have de-
ferted the inheritance of their race for ages, to revifit its
{prings, and glades, and fecret haunts no more ! Formerly, the
wolf had his hauuts in our wilds and mountains, and not on-
ly proved fatal to the cattle, but, when impelled by hunger,
or inflamed with rage, he even, at times, made depredations
on the human fpecies. 1t is faid, thar, in the year 1680, the
laft wolf in Britain was killed by $ir Ewen Cameron of
Lochiel.

Lakes, Rivers and Fifh,~The parith extends nearly for 8
miles on each fide of anhnﬁr. This lake 1s, in length, about
32 mealured miles, and at an average, about 3 guarters of a
mile in breadth. It is about 56 yards above the level of the
fea. Befides the intermediate rivers and hills, which run in-

o

“ of her race. Larre and fertile were her poffefions : her's the beauntiful vales
 below, and her's the cattle which roanwed on the hills around. To Bera was
“ committed the charge of that awilu] fpring, which, by the appointment of
“ Fate, was to prove fo fatal to the inheritance of her fathers, and to her father’s
¥ race,
# Before the fun fhould withdraw his beams, fhe was to cowver the fpring
“ wath a ftene, 'on which lacred and myfleiious charadters were impreffed. One
“ night this was forgot by the unhappy Bera. Owvercome with the heot and
“ chace of the day, fhe was feized with fleep before the ufual time of reft. The
* confined waters of the mountains burft forth into the plain below, and cover-
“ ed that large expanfe, now known by the name of the Lade of HAw. The third
o marning Bera awaked from her fleep. She went to remove the ftene from the
¥ fpring ; but, behaold, no flone was there! She looked to the inheritance of
“ her tribe : She fhricked' The mountain fhook from its bafe! Her {pirit re-
“ tired to the ghofts of her fathars, in their light and airy halls.” Ossian.
Of this i1l fated female, Mr. Stewart of strachur, has given a very LEFenious
®ecount in the ftatiftical hiftory of his parith, Sce Vol. 4. P, 559-
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to Lochow, it receives a confiderable body of water at each
extremity, and difcharges 1tfelf laterally, mto an arm of the
fea at Runaw, after a turbulent feries of cataraéts for 3 miles,
After a windng courfe of 14 n.iles, the river Urchay falls in-
to Lochow, at the eaft end, about a mile below the punth
<hurch., The lake and river abound with falmen, char, trout
and euls. The laft s the abhorence of almeoft &ll the com-
men people 1o the highlands, who confider them as water fer.
pents, and unfic for the ufe of man., ¥Your miles bolow the
church, at a place called Catnifh, thoals of falmon are talun
in the Urchay, by a fimple but fatal device. A bold projefi-
ing rock crofics the bed of the 1iver, nearly from fide to fide.
its height 1s fuch, that few f{ith can overlesp the torrent;
which, after 1ains, ruthes forcibly into the pool below. Many
falmon, in attempting to leay fall into a ¢reel, or bafket, fixed
transverfely within the fiream, But the great ﬂm:ghtcr 15
effected in a more fraudulent manner. On the one fide of
the river there 1s an open, of the widenels of a mill-race, be-
twixt the rock and the bank. Here a wicker gate is fixed,
that can be opencd and {hut at pleafure. DMany yards above
this entry, the fiream 1s fecured by a hke barricr. When
the water is high and turbid, the fith are let 1n below, and
when the fithetman is fatisfied with the numbers that have
pafled into his toils, he fhuts the door of his prifon ; and,
like a mercilels executioner, he drags his prey with his fpear,
one after another on fhore. Scores, at timen, are thus dee
flioyed 1n the courfe of a few hours. There are feveral other
iakes and rivers, of letler note, in the parith: all of them

;1bﬂunding with fine trout.

Roads and Bri}{;}*ar.ﬁ—ln no county has more been done, dur-
ing the laft 20 years, in cenflructing bridges, and forming
ufeful’lines of road, than in the fhire of Argyll within that

I-::ric“.ﬂi.n
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period, befides what has been effeéted by the ftatute labour,
snd by a yearly aflefsment of above 600 l. Sterling on the va-
lued rents, many expenfive bridges and various lines of roads,
have been completed by large {ubferiptions. Glenorchay is
every where well accomodated with good roads and conveni-
ent bridges. The great military road from Stirling to Tayn-
drom and Inverary, pafles through the parifh, from ope extre-
mity almoft to the other : as does alfo, for many miles, the
military road, from Tayadrom to Fort< William. In the ori-
ginal formation of thefe roads, the obvious and proper line
has not always been felefted. 'The traveller often feels, to
his coft, that £be road war brougbt teo the gravel, and not the
gravel to the rond. A more enlightened and liberal fyflem
of road-making is now adopted ; and, it is hoped, that the
line will be altered from its prefent incommodious acclivities
and defcents; wherever 2 more ealy and level road can be
formed. From the inn of Dalmaly, to the bridge of Aw, a
very judicious alteration in the line of public road has been
lately made, at the expence of above 4ool. Sterling. This
beautiful line winds, for miles, through woods and dells, pre-
fenting fuch waried and agreeable views of water, of iflands, of
towering mountains, and floping hills, as give an uncommeon
grandeur and fublimity te the landfeape. Part of the road
lies through a narrow defile, *¢ amidlt fuch irvegularities of
“ mature, fuch deep chafms, and fuch impending rocks, as
“ Indicate fome vaft convulfions of the earth, 1o have happen-

“ ed at fome remote period of time *,”

Vor. VIII, X x Caftles

* About a quarter of 3 mile below the mouth of the river Aw, in view of the
read, and clofe by the water cdge, is feen & hope ftome, which, to a traveller of
2 humane and ferious caft of mind, will afford matter of pkafing contemplation.
A lew years ago, 10 a cottage at the bottom of a-fteep hill, whole [ummit is ome
Hnge of projecting rocks, a ncar and crathing moile weas heard, refembling a elap
of thander. The cottager, from a wimdow, beheld the face of the hill covered

with
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Caftles and Monaflery.—At the eaft end of Locliow, ena
nl'jck:,r point, projefting into the lake, are to be feen the fine
ruins of Caffle Kilchurn., The {quare tower, flill of a caftellat-
ed form, was built in 1440, by Sir Colin Campbell * Knighe
of Rhodes, and anceftor of the Breadalbane family. Succeflive
additions were made to Caflle Kilchurn, and part of it was
garrifoned by the king’s forces, in the year 1745, to fecure the
peace and tranguillity of the country. But now, this great
mafls of building is tumbling to the ground ; prefenting a
monument of the mutability of earthly grandeur, and of the
unavoidable decay of the moft durable works of human art,

On a2 fmall ifland, not far from Caftle Kilchurn, called

fracch-Elan §, there zre the ruins of a caftle. In the year
i 1267,

with detached mafles of rock, bounding with velocity, ard flew towards his
flender and ill conftrudted habitation. His wife had jult gone out, and he
heard her cries. A child fiood at his knee, and another was afleep in a bed
befide him. He fprung inftantaneoufly to the door, with a child, as he thoughs,
in each hand. Scarce had he croffed the threfhold, when an enormous ftone
pnifed through his houfe, in the very place where he and his children were a
moment before. He miffed a child, and no longer heard the voice of his wile.
He looked to the ruins of his hut § found his child alive and enhurt, in a corner
where it had been thruft by the fragments of the hed and furniture, difplaced
by the rock in its courfe, In 2 little, the mother came to the feene. Ther joy
and gratitude were complete.

* Sir Colin was the {econd {en of Argyll. His father gave him Glenorchay,
with other valuable appendapges tor hus patrimony. He was 2 man of high re-
nown for hus military prowefs, and for the wirtues of focial and domeftic life.
He was “ a ftream of many tides Egu'u:-ll the foes of hws people; but, like the
¥ gale that moves the heath, to thole who fought his aid."* His firft lady wa~ 2
daughter of the Earl of Angus. Her marriage dower was 606 merks, little more
than jol. Sterling. As her father was dead, two ncblemen, relations of the
Augus family, zranted a conjundét bond for the payment of the tfoeber. Sir Cohn
afterwards :uﬂu_'ir.d one of the co=lheireTes of Stewart, Lord Lorn, by which he
acquired a great acceffion to his forrune,

4 Fraoch-Elan was the iefperider of this country, * The fair Mego longed for
“ the delicious fruit of the ifle, guarded by o dreadful ferpent : ¥raoch, whe had
o Jong

oL
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1267, this little demefne, with its fortrefs, and fome conti-
guons lands, were graoted by King Alexander I1l. to Gilbert
M‘Naughtan, the chief of that clan, on condition that he
fhould entertain the king whenever he pafled thatway. The
fatal attempt of Fraoch is handed down, from age to age, in
a beautiful Celtic tale, after the manner of Oflian the fon of
Fingal.~— A tranflation of it, by the Rev, Dr. Sinith of Gamp-
belton, when a boy at college, is much and jufily admired.
There is another old ruinous caltle at Auchallader, in the up-
per part of the parith,—a hunting feat of the Breadalbane
family, in the days of the chace; but, principally intended
to reftrain the incurfions of fuch marauxders, as might attempt,
in thofe predatory times, to pillage and defpoil the country.
Near it, on the flope of a hill, a fatal confliét tock place,
about two centuries ago, betwixt two hoitie clans. Varia
ous caufes are afligned for this encounter. Several cairns,
ftill vifible on the heath, mark the place where the flain were
interred,

In the ifland of Inifhail, the remains of a [mall monaftery,
with its chapel, are ftill to be feen. Concerning this religious
houfe, there is little on record, and tradition conveys but
fmall information. It was a houfe of Nuns, memorable for
the fantity of their lives, and the purity of their manners,
At the reformation, when the innecent were involved egual-
ly with the guilty, in the {ufferings of the times, this houfe
was [upprefled, and the temporalities granted to Hay, the
Abbot of Inchaffrey ; who, abjuring his former tenets of re-

X x 2 ligion,

long loved the maid, goes to gather the fruit. By the ruftling of the lecaves,
the ferpent was awaked from his fleep. Tt attacked the hero, who perifhed in
“ the confli€t. The monfter was alfo defroyed : Mego did not long fupvive
* the death of her lover o

& Pesnani's Tour,
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ligion, embraced the caule of the reformers, King James V1,
erefted Inchaffrey, into a temporal lordihip, in his favour.

Clan M-Grigor—-In (Glenprchay, the chieftain: of the clan
M+Grigor, 2 numerous and potent tribe, had long his princie
pal refidence, and a freehold property. On 2n eminenee, op-
pofite to the parifh church, ftill called tke Gallow Hill, were
executed all criminals, doomed to death in his counts of juflice.
The procefs was often fummary, and the execution fpeedy.
The {un, in its courfe of one day, beheld the culprit at large,
apprehended, arraigned, adjudged, condemaned, and breught
to execution. JIn other criminal courts of thofe times, fuch
procedure was not uncommon. A fingle at of M*Grignr*.-a
juitice, however, is on traditional record. Ons of his retain-
ors, who had intentionally put cut the cye of a firanger,
who had but one, was condemned to lofe both his own, in re-
taliation for the malice. For the enormities of fome indivi-
duals, during the minority of James VI. the whale clan
were prolcribed by aét of parliament, as ** Lawle/s Limmers."
The firname was, for ever fupprefled ; and, at bapti{m, no
clergyman was to give the name of Grigor, under the penalty
of banilhment and deprivatian. Happily thofe manners and
times are no more ! In our days, the innocent are not indil-
criminately involved in the infamy and puniflbment of the
guilty. An aé fo fevere is repealed hy a more :nlight:ncd
legiflature ; and the clan M‘Gricor, in pofieflion of their
na-me, and of every franchize of citizens, are as civilized, a3
peaceable, and as much diftinguilhed for every virtue, as any
of their fellow fubjects in the kingdom.

Rent,—~The reats of the parifh have doubled, and, in fome
properties, have tripled within thefe 40 years; and yet, the

fituation of the tack{men 1s, in general, much better than at
that
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that period. This, particularly, is the cafe, with fuch as have
obtained large pafture tenements on long leafes. A leale for
3g or 20 years, is confidered as the fhorteft, on which a
tenant can venture, fecurely, to make any cxpenfive cfficient
improvements upou his poffeffion. In fome places, it has
been the impolitic praétice of landlords, to let their grounds
on fhort leafes: a fyftem, which, as it is difcouraging and
roinous to the lealee, muft eventually be injurious to the lea~
fer.——Such is not the cafe in Glenorchay. The noble pro-
prietor, as has uaiformly been the laudable praftice of the
family, gives every reafonable encouragement to the tcnant.
He impeles no racked rents ; he exals no fervicea ; he grants
no fThert leales; and, whilit be himiclf has adeguate returns
from his domasins, he has the fatisfaétion to bear and fes that
his people profper.~—And furely, te every man of fecling, 2od
real yirtue, to contribute to the happinefs of thoufands, who
earn and eat their hread under him, as the children of his fa.
mily, and who, ungrudgingly beftow a great pazt of the fruit
of their labours, in return for his prote&ion and bounty, muft,
living and dying, afford s plealure end peace of mind, un-
known to the mercilefs and rapacious oppreffor ;—to him,
whole exafkions come ftained with the {weat, and tears, and
blood of thofe, who, by nature, are his brethren, and who,
from fituation, have more than a commen claim to his bws
manity and prote&ion.

The real rent of the usited parith, may be from 3,000 L to
4,000 1. Stesling.

Wages.~—~In all the operations of hufbandry. and in every
mechanic and domeftic employment, the prices of labour have
become, progreflively, quadruple what they were 50 years
8go. A man fervant, fed in the family, earns annually, from
Shtogl—A fcmale, from 3 to 3 guineas, Still, the recoms

peufe,
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penfe, to this laft clafs of fervants, is more inadequate to their
{fervices than what is exalted by the former. Often, efpecial.
}y during winter, whilft the men pafs away the long evenmgs
at their eafe, and without farthering the intereft of their em-
ployers, the buly and conlcientions houfe-maid is unremit.
tingly engaged, in fome neceffary employment in the family.
L.et not their carnings then, advanced as they are, be grudged ;
but let all, who refpeét the female charaéter, and female uti-
hity, regret, that thefe earnings are often thrown away on
the gewgaws of vanity and fathion. Every man of bumanity
is pleafed to fee them clad in decent and fuitable apparel;
but it is painful to obferve, that, what fhould be a fupport to
their future families, and a provifion for ficknefs and old age,
is milapplied in the purchafe of filks, laces, lawns and tinfei!
But the moralilt may {peculate on this female infirmity as he
chufes ; as far as the lafs has calh or credit, to procure draws,
fhe will, ftep by ftep, follow hard after what fhe deems grand
and fine in her betters *,

Inn—"There is an excellent inn in the parifh, at Dalmaly.
No where 1n the highlands has more attention been paid to
the accommodation of the traveller, than on the property of
Lord Breadalbane. In aline of public road, of above go
miles in length, extending from Inveraray to Perth, good inns,
with {uitable offices, are built, at proper ftages, and kept in
repair, at confiderable expence, by his lordthip +. Care allo
is taken to find inn-keepers qualified for their charge, and of
civil and obliging deportment to their employers.—Amnd to
enable them_to provide feafonably for their guefls, farms, on

éafy terms, are annexed to the different ftages,
) Minerals,

* ‘The prices of viands, and wages of Artificers here, are the fame as thofs
already publifhed in the ftatiftical accounts of the county.
1 Viz, at Dalmaly, Tayndrom, Killin, Kenmeore and Amilree,
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Mineralsand Indigenous Plants.—On the confines of the parifh
a lead mine had been wrought for many years, by means of a
lecvel. The 6th of the produft, in bars of lead, from the
fmelting mill, was the proportion allowed to the proprietor
by the mining company. It has not been wrought for two
years back. In feveral hills of this parith, there are appear-
ances of lead ore. Cobalt, tale, afbeftos, and a beautiful jaf-
per, have been found in finall mafles, among our rocks and
mountains. By an aft of the Scoth parliament, in the year
1424, the mine was declared royal, and to belong to the
king, when 3 halfpennies of filver could be fined from the
pound of lead. Limeftone of good quality, is quarried in va-
rious parts of the parilh, Many indigenous herbs, which,
combined with whilky, formed of old, a great part of the
Highlander’s materia medica, are now gone much into difufe ;
Valerian, Tuflilago, Althea, All-heal, Liver-wort, Plantain,
Eye-bright, and wild carrot are found in abundance.

Well of St. Connan~—There are no mineral [prings in the
parith. A quarter of a mile eaftward from the inn of Dalmaly,
and near the parith I[choel, is the well of St. Connan; memo-
rable for the lightnefs and falubrity of its water. St. Connan
was the tutelar faint of the country. He lived, it is faid,
near the well, and he blefled the {pring. On a little eminence
hard by, in a humble cot, there dwelt, about 20 years ago, a
poor old man, principally fupported by the well of 5t. Connan.
The whole day he fat, generally at the door of his cot, ready
to give the paffengers a drink from his favourite [pring, for
which he received fome {inall confideration. It is incredible
Wwhat quantities he himfelf daily drank, for the {pace of 44
¥ears, that he lived near the well. He never had a complaint :
he arrived at the age of 85 or 86 years, in the exercife of

all
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all his mental faculties. The evening before he died, he was
feen drinking at the well, as ufual; but, though his pra&ice
had prevented difeafe, it conld not fave him from the hand of
death. He retired to his cell, and in the morning was found
dead in his bed. A few thillings, fufficient to defray the ex-
pence of interment, were got, in an old rag befide him. He
exa&ted a promife of the minifter of the parifh, that no man,
after him, thould occupy the hut, About this, he difcover-
ed an anxiety, not be sccounted for, The day he was buried,
the hut was demolifhed. It would not, indeed, have been eafy to
have found a new occupant, for the whole infide of this folitary
habitation was lined with the fragments of coffins, brought
from the church-yard, year after yeat, as repairs were needed,

Lhurch.—The church of Glenorchay, ontwardly, appearsa
decent building. Within, though far from elegant, it is nei.
ther uncomfortable nor incommodious. Its {ituation is com-
manding, and centrical for the people. It is to be regretted,
that places appropriated to the public worthip of God, thould
not be rendered {uitable to a fervice fo facred and fo impor-
tant. The magnificent temples of the heathen world indicat-
ed a becoming reverence for the objefls of their worthip.
The church of Rome, the charch of England, and the feveral
feparatifls from our own eftablifhment, are careful to have
fuch places, as are confecrated to the fervice of the Univerfal
Parent, made decent and comfortable : whilft, with us of the
church of Scotland, many of our country kirka, are fuch dark,
damp, and dirty howvels, as chill and reprefs every fentiment
of devotion, They, befides, endanger the health of every clafs
of worfhippers, and encourage the indifferent and the indolent,
in their negleét of inftitutions, with the ftared obfervance of
which, moral obligation itfelf, and the public and private hap-

pincfs of man, are fo much and fo immediately cooneited.
6 : To
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Yo the honour, however, of all clafles of people in this coun-
try, it may be faid, with jaftice, that no where are the ordi=-
nances of religion more refpected or better attonded. Perfons
of the mofl cultivated underitanding, and of the firft rank in
fociety, are not athamed 1o join in the public offices ot devo-
tion, Here, cold and eruel infidelity has not yet reared her
baneful banner. Here, * the rich and the poor meet togu-
# ther” in the houfe of God., Public worlhip is alternately
performed at the churches of Gienorchay and Imfhail, {or
Innudrynich,) 5 meafured miles trom each other. For the
benefit of the people, in the conjoined extremities of the pa
rifhes of Glenorchay and Killin, the late Lady GLEN RcHAY, in
concurrence, and with the aid of the Earl of Bre.da:bane,
eflablithed a perpetual miflion, with [uitable appoiniments to
the incumbent, This was a humane and neceflary inftitution,
and will remain a latting monament of the piety and benefi-
cence of the noble foundrels, when the millions {fquandered in
diflipation are gone, without leaving one confoling thought to
their former poileflor, or entailing honour on his name, as the
benefaltor and friend of man. By a&t ot parliament, the two
farms of lchrachan and Phanans are annexed, guoud facra, to
the parith of Muckairn, as * ma:/#f ewart thereto.”  And for
the fame reafons, the three farms ot Leatters, Corries and
IJruhaig, are disjoined from Avrdchattan, and annexvco guosad
Jacra, to Glenorchay. In the records of the {fynod ol A gyll,
tiere is an abfiraft of this a& of delignation and anuexation.

Stipend, Patron and Heritors.—The living i1s 637 bolls of
meal, and 431, 6s. 8d. Sterling in money, exclufive of 2 manle,
and two glebes, containing from 16 to 2¢ acres, moftly arable,
Tie minifter enjoys the privilege of pafturing 8 cows, the
whole year, if he choofes, on 4 contiguous farms. To this
may be added, the convenience and advantages which the

VoL, VIII, Xy miniftex
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minifter enjoys, from the poffeflion of a fmall adjacent farm,
which the family of Breadalbane have coutinued on eafy
terms, for time immemorial, to the fucceflive incumbents of
the parith. Without fome fuch tenement for {upplying the
neceflaries of life, the fituation of the minifter of an inland
highland parifh, far from markets, and with a numerous fa.
mily, would often be very diftreffing. It is but juftice to fay,
that it has been the general praltice of both the noble fami-
lies of ARGYLL and BREADALBANE, in almoft all the parithes
connefted with them, to do every thing kind and reafonable
for the comfortable accommodation of their minifters. This
teftimony of acknowledgment, the prefent incumbent of
Glenorchay and Inifhail owes alfo to his other heritors, who
are § in namber, viz. Campbcll of Lochnell, Campbell of
Monzie, M*Dougall of Hayfield, Campbell of Combie, and
Lindfay of Boccaird. The Duke of Argyll is patron.—In uo
part of the kingdom has patronage been exercifed with more
marked attention to the heritors and people of a parifh, than
in this country. Violent fettlements are not known in our
bounds. The rights of patronage and of law are therefore

refpeéted by the people +.
Schools,

4 The following fingular fad iy the only inftance to the contrary. At
the revolution, when prefbytery was laft re-eftablithed in North Britain, a Mr.
Dugald Lindfay was the Epifcopal minifter of Glenorchay., Mr. Lindlay
would not conform. Preiled by the fynod of Argyll, the noble proprictor of
the country relu@antly wrote a letter of invitation to a prefbyterian proba-
tioner, in the fhire of Perth, to be minifter of Gienorchay., He accepted; came
on the clofe of a week to the parith, but could find no houfe to receive him, ot
perfon to make him welcome. In his diftrefs, he was drove to the houfe of the man
whom he came to fupplant, and was received with a cordiality and kindnefs,
becoming a minifter of the gofpel.  Over the whele parifh, there was a flrong
ferment. People of all ages and conditions affembled, from all quarters, in the
church«yard, on Sabbath, long before the wfual hour of worfhip. At the ap-

pearance of the fiwanger, accpmpapied by their own paftor, there was a general
murmur
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Secbools.—The {chool of Glenorchay has long been in great
repute, and is well attended. Befides the natives, many
children, both from the Eaft and Weft Indies, have been, from
time to time, fent for their elementary education to this fea
minary ; where, freed from that contagion of wice and bad
example, which too often corrupts the morals of the youth
in towns, they form early habits of virtue, and acquire a har-
dinels and vigour of conftitution, lefs common at their years,
in warmer climates. Many of thofe, who, in the early period
of life, have been brought up at this fchool, have become
ditinguifthed as ufeful profeflional men, in the various fitua-
tions of fociety. The falary of the mafter 15 151 paid by
Lord Breadalbane ; which, with other fixed and contingent
emoluments, makes the total income, at an average, to be bet«
ter than gol. a year. Iduring winter, the fcholars amount
to roo, and then an afliftant is employed: and even in the
fummer months, when many of the poorer children are obli-
ged to leave fchool and go to fervice, the number attending
15 feldom under Ge.

The office of a fchoolmafter is an ufeful and laborious ema
ployment. It is a pity, that the encouragement to this clafs
of men, fhould in general, be fo inadeguate to their utility,

Yya2 and

raurmuar of indignation. Twelve armed men, with drawn fwords, furrounded
the afionithed intruder. Two bagpipta {onnded the Marik of Death. Unmovs
ed by the tears and remonitrances of Mr. Lindfay, in this hoftile and awful
furm, they proceeded, with their prifiner, to the boundary of the parifh, and of tha
eounty, There, on hus bended knces, he folemnly engaped never more to enter
the parifh, or trouble any perfon for the oceurrences of that day. He was als
lowed to depart 1o peace, and he kept his promife. The Syned of Argyll wers
much ineenfed. Time cooled their ardour. "T'he proprictor was mdulgene, Mr.
Lindfay deferving, and the people loved him  He continued in the undifturbed
Poffeffion of Jus charge till his death, more than 30 years after the forefaid
Event,
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and to their labours. In moft parifhes, though it is by ne
means the cafe in this, the winnings of a common fervant
greatly exceed the income of men, whofe employments ex.
pofe them to much wafte of health and {pirits ; to much hunger
and cold, and to much cenfure ; men too, many of them poflefled
ot learning and cultivated minds, and by means of whom, the
firlt principles of morals and of fcience are communicated te
millions. Dr. Samver Joansow, Dr. BEATTIE ol Aberdeen,
and the learned Mr WaLrEr Rubpimay, with many others
of the moit dittinguithed characters, in the liberal profeflions,
once earned their poor pittance of fupport, in fuch employ-
ments *.

T here is a fchool for teaching girls fewing, &ec. eftablifthed
alfo in the country, by the honourable Socicty for Propagating
Chriftian Knowledge, with a competent (alary : and there is
another {mall {chool in the parith of Inifhail, very poorly en-
dowed, though the aflefiment on the valued rent, to form a {z-
lary, 1s more than common in fuch cafes, Although we are
a peaceful people, fenciug mafters come occafionally to the
bounds, to inltrué& wus in the art of defence : and mafters of
manners alfo do us the favour, from time to time, to teach
us ** the graces—the graces 1.

Poor.—The poor in this united charge are numerous;
amounting at times, to 65: and many of them, the aged, the
fatherlels, the widow, and the bed.ridden. Befides occafional
fupplies, there is a flated fummer and winter diftribution, to
the amount of 24l. or 261. a year. This fum arifes from
160 1. of mortified money ; from the colleétions at church,
end from {mall fines impofed for immeoralities in the parith.

Hitherto

* In Ifﬂﬂ, the learned Hector BorrTmivas the firfl principal of I{,i_[lETﬂ
colicge Aberdeen, had but 40 merks fulary, about 31, 4s. 5d. Stexling,
4 Chewerfivid's Letters,
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Hitherto, no affcffments, ({uch as the law authorifes in urgent
cafes,) have been exafled. Snch of the poor as ean, and
choofe, are allowed to beg, withont reitriction. And, in-
deed, whilft, the indigent are {o many, and the funds to fup-
port them fo difpropertionate to their wants, it wouid be
criel and oppreflive to controul them, It is but juilice to
the humanity of the people of the parilh to declare, that they
never retufe to extend their charity to the needy meadicant,
whether a ftranger or a native, About 2¢ years ago, a ftranger,
with bis family, came 1o refide in the parifh. By accident, his
houfe and his ali weredeltroyed by fire. A colleclion was made
for them art the church doors, which amounted to 2z 1. and 3
pevce flerling.  No heritors were refident at the time. Ouo
this occafion, even the cottage widow, cheerfully, *¢ threw her
“ two mites, into the tresflury of the temple *.”?

Fuel~The fuel, principally ufled in the parilh, is peat,
The prefunt partial and impolitic duty on coals, togetiier with the
€xipence

* Itisa jult remark, that ¢ the propcr regulation of the poor, as it is one of
@ the moft 1o ortant, f it s 3lf one of the met difficult arcumitances of pe-
“ lice that a fcancy fupply, of a rigid cxuveviion of the penal flatutesaganok
" mendicants, compels many nuferable ereatures to fuffur ol the wretchuvne:s
" of poverty , while a hberal provifion, mddcr.nunately beillowew, eacourages
% sdlenefs, and ultimately fermunates in profligacy, and viee {7 Fien a peru-
fal of the Scotch aéts of parliament relanng o the | oor, it appu s that no
Fauper hus a Jegal cdam to be maintar - b, any vandh, unlels po was bere
there, or had bis refidense moat for e Al 3 yoars, plovices e owy uication,
To he year 782, one Waddly, o Cuy-laboirer, came to the panfa of Futton,
having in lus famul, o fon o, wards of 230 yoars of age, wh o had been paralytic
from has borth.  He ap licd to have thes fon ur w1 the pour’s roll, but was re-
fuled Mo leg @ methods buny tiken to remove Waddle one of the parifh, he
eontinued in it lor thice yoare afier; then appued to the fhenif, to have hi= fon
inrollec for & weelsy fupply from the panilb funds.  The the faenfl orucered,
and the C urt of Seffion afliwed Lis fentenae .

L L, gMagarian’s sngueics woicernimg foe Lvor. I Adts ol Zederaper.
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expence of land and water carriage, put it out of the power of
the many to enjoy the comfort of coal fires, even in the worft
of feafons. And the fufferings of the lower claffes, with re-
fpet to firing, in wet years, during the rigour of winter, can
only be conceived by fuch as have felt them. A few years ago,
many poor people in the Weft Highlands were obliged to burn
moft of their houfchold furaiture, to repel the cold and to
prepare their food. Old people and young children, unable
to bear the cold, were moflly confined to bed.

Migratory Birds,—Our migratory birds are the cuckow,
the izpwing, the {wallow, and the woodcock. In fevere win-
ters, the fwan vifits our lakes for a few weeks ; and, though
a wary and watchful bird, it 1s not uncommon to fee it fall a
prey to the arts of the fportfman. The Bohemian chatterer, a
bird of a moll beautiful plamage and ﬂriking conformation,
was taken, laft {eafon, in this country.

Eagles.—Premiums are given in this, and in many other
parithes, for the extirpation of the mountain eagle. Yet
ftill, this bird of prey, fo deftruétive to kids, lambs, and game,
1s common in our wilds and delerts. The eagle has either
loft much of its former audacity and ftrength, or the many
traditions refpecting its aflaults on the young and defencelefs,

even of the human kind, are fabulous and unfounded *.—r——
This

® There is a traditon current in the ifle of Man, that a live infant, found n
the aerie of an eagle, was brought to the proprictor of the ifland ; who, having ne
ehaldien of bis own adopted this fortunate foundling, and bequeathed lum his
prfl=llions, The fame anthe ity aflert , that this child was the anceftor of the
Stanley family. In the genealogicai hiftory of thar noble houfe, there 1s no
allufien to this egendary pedigree, although the impreflion of an eqple and cbiid)
an the poin of the Ifle of Jdan, is probably owing to fome fuck circumitance.
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This bird is remarkable for its longevity. Mr, Keyfler
rclates, that an eagle died at Vienna, after a confinemeant of
104 years,

Charalfer of the People.~The inhabitants of this parifh
have, from time immemorial, been marked, for peculiar re-
gularity of conduét, and decency of manners. They are, in ge=
neral, {ober, induftrious and humane ; courtecus, peaceable,
and contented.—1hey are all of the eftablithed church, and
attend the public inftitutions of religion, with becom-
ing attention and decorum. Iere are no religious controver-
fies to agitate the human mind; to hurt the beft feelings of
the heart, and to render men fierce, injurious, and uncharita-
ble to one another. KEnormous crimes are unknown in this
place*. Law fuits occur but feldom. Thelittle differences, that
arife occafionally among neighbours, are fettled either by the

good

® The Lowland people, who have long believed, that every Highlander lived by
plunder and rapme, will hardly credit, that there is perhaps lefs thievery and
picking in the Hirhlands, than in apy part of the King's dominions, In feudal
tirnes, and before the operation of law in the remote parts of the kingdom, there
was a general {yltem of depredation, too prevalent in many Highland countries.
Buot, as this was, often, only a retaliation for fimilar mjuries, and patropifed by
the heads of clans at variance with one another, it {ubjected the fpoifer, neither
to punifhment nor difgrace. Impelled by hunger, the ftarving Highlander was
indeed tempted, at times, to purlom fubliftence from the folds of the wealthy =
but, on all oceafions, he avoided the catile of the poer, with 8 ferupulous and
humane attention.

Muac-Taw, alias Kenwepy, after the defeat of the unfortunate Chardes Stuars,
at Culloden, watched over him, with inviolable fidelity for weeks, and even
Tobbed, at the rifque of his life, for hus fupport, at the very ime that he himfelf
and his family were in a ftate of flarvation, and that he koew he could gainm
Jo,0ce I by betraying his gueflt. ‘This poor man was afterwards exceuted at
Iovernels for ﬁealing a cow. A little before his execution, he tock off his bonnet,
and thanked God, ® that he had never betrayed trult, never injured the poor,
¥ and never refufed a' fharc of what he had to the {tranger and needy.” It is

faid,
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good oftices of ajuftice of the peace, who refides in the parikh,
or by Lord Breadalbane’s Ghamberlain, or Steward, when he
comes to the country : and the fmall fines that are, at times,
impofed for mifdemeanours, are generally paid to the kirk-
treafurer for behoof of the poor of the parith.

The fuperior clafls of tack{fmen live in commodious and decent
houfes, in the enjoyment of the comforts of life, with order,
neatnefs, and hofpitality : and ever the middling and Iower
ranks of the peafantry live in a ftyle of plenty and cleanlinefs,
very different from that of their predeceflors Formierly, in-
deed, miich of that time, which is now fpent in ufeful in-
duftry, or in acquiring mental improvement, was paffed in in-
dolence, in the favourite chace, or in liitening to the captivat-

iﬂg ¢ tales of other times.”
A ftri& attention to credit, and a marked punftuality io

difcharging every money engagement, has long chara@erifed,
cven

faid, King George 1L was much moved, when he heard of the fute of Mac-lTan;
and declared, that if he had known the circumilanees i proper time, he worid
have put him in a fitvation. in which he would not have been tempted to fteal
a cow for fubfiftence. The Chevalier had erdered him a little money, but Mac-
lan never received it —=At Inveraray, there has not been a fingle criminal execus
ted thefe 42 years!

At a period not very remote, an awful retribution quickl: followed an adt of
fingular intemperance in this parith. A mulitary party marching through the
country in a hot fummer day, fome of the men broke into a_fiealiing, and uled
an vawile freedom with a churn-full of cream they found in the hut  One
man, tempted with the richnefs of the fealt, would neither be perfuaded to mo-
deration, nor to retire with hie fellow depredators.  Afraid, however, of hang
Feported to his fuperier, he ran hard to overtake his party. Humanity throws
a veil over the fhecking fate of this unfortundite fpoiler. He was buried near
the road, and his grave inculeates a leffon of honefty, chaftened gratification and
.‘h‘mﬂcraliﬂn, on all who kchold it, and know the occalion. He was me¢ a H:gha

ander.
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even the pooreft villager of the country, The fimple promife
of the poor to pay, without any other obligation, will, gene-
rally, procure from thole who know them, the loan of mo-
ney in their firgits, and family neceffaries from the fhop-keeper.

Such is the flate of this united parifh; and fuch the general
charafter of the people in it. May no future Statiftical writer,
in his acounts of either, have ever caufe to give a worle re-

prefeatation of them !
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