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NUMBER XIX,

PARISH OF CRIECH.

(Connty of Sutherland.—Prefbytery of Dornoch.—Syuod of
Sutberland and Caithnefs.)

By the Rev. Mr. GEORGE Rainy.

Name, Sttuation and FEient.

FEYHE etymology of Criech is not perfcétly known; it

may fignify the bounding parith, as it is the boundary
betwixt Sutherland and Rofs for a great way. It may alfo
fignify the parifb of woods or trees. There is flill a great
deal of wood in it; bur there was formerly much more;
and fome of the woods, being feen from the low countiy,
inay have given the name to the parith.—"This, however, I8
but conjetture,

The parifh is of very great extent. Tt is, perhaps, one of
the largeft in Scetland, running from E, to W. or N. W,
from within 4 computed miles of the burgh of Dornoch on
the E., to a few miles of the church of Afliut, the parifh on
the W. coaft. The length of it from 1i. to W. inhabited, 13

reckoned 24 computed miles ; but the utmoft bounds of the
parill
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parifh ftretch far into the hills and moors, Jying between Criech
and the parifh of Eddrachylis, and may be reckoned upwards
of 40 meafured miles. The breadth of the parifh is very un-
¢qual. In fome places it i1s but 2 miles broad : in fome §,
and in the top of the parilh, it may be from 5 to 1o miles
broad, and upwards. The parilh of Criech lies on the N.
of the Kyle or Frith of Tain, and the river Ockel. The
Kyle flows about 11 miles above the church of Criech: The
river Ockel, difcharging itlelf into the K}'IE;[’EPETH{EE it from"
the parith of Kincardine for 10 miles. The parifh of Criech
lies oppofite to the parith of Kineardine, but {firetches about
fix miles farther eaflward, oppofite to the parith of Edder-
town, feparated from thele parifhes by the Kyle and the river
Ockel. Its length may be feen to be very great, from exa-
mining any common map of Scotland.

Sai{.—The foil of the parith is light and thin, except in the
E.end of it, where therc 15 deep loam ; and fome meadows on
the Kyle, and the fides of rivers in the top of it, The arable land
moftly lies on the Kyle fide, on a hard gravel. In many places
the gravel, when dug and mixed with dung, proves excellent
manure. As the {oil is thin, and lies expofed to the fouth,
the harveft is in general very r:arl_}r, much more fo, than in
the low country, or in places farther to the fouth., Thereare
hills and moors back from the Kyle, where the tenant’s cattle '
are paflured in fummer. The hills, for the moft part, are
covered with heath, with many interjacent {pots of green
grafs, efpecially near fmall rivulets. The face of the parifh
s hilly. Perhaps, not a thirtieth part of the parifh is cultis
vated.

Climate and Differnpers.—The climate is very various. In
the eaft end of the parifh, it is as temperate as on the coaft of
Sutherlamd, While the weather is dry and good in the eaff
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364 Statiflical Account

end, it may be ftormy and very wet in the weft part, where
the hills are high and large. A difference of climate come
monly takes place every g miles, the one farthelt weft be-
ing the worfl ; but even here fome exception is to be obferved,
If the wind blows from the W. for any time, there is often
rain in the eaft end of the parith, and if it blows from the E.
there may be dry weather in the W,, and wice verfa. Some-
times the crop has fooner been ripe, cut down and got in, in
the wefl part of the parifh than in the eafl.

The climate, in general, is healthy, yet there have not been
many examples of longevity for the laft 20 years, though
many live till they are paft 70, and fome tll 8o : there i1s one
living at prefent 8o, and another 84. Epidemical fevers
fometimes occur, and prove mortal, according to the {ealon
of the year in which they tuke place. When fevers happen,
they commonly {pread, occafioned, perhaps, from the cultom
that prevails, of the neighbours coming to wifit the fick per-
fons, and ftaying long with them. If a perfonis fick, and there
is appearance of danger, it is ufual to fee the {mall apartment
crouded with neighbours and friends, many of whom muft
eatch the infeftion. The rheumatiim is become much more
common of late than formerly, Several have been cut off
by the confumption, and there are feveral perfons now la-
The fmall pox and meafles have
fometimes proved very futal. Inoculation far the {mall-pox
has {carce been praftifed in this parith. A few have been
inoculated this very fpring for the {mall-pux, which have
proved of the moft favourable kind. It is difficult to fay, to
what the frequency of the rheumatifm is to be afcribed. The
people now are as well lodged, clothed and fed, as their fore-
fathers, No difference 1n their diet-has taken place for a
confiderable time paft, except that the people live more on po-

tatoes for a great part of the year; which, however, aro
ellecmed

bouring under the cancer.
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efteemed wholefome food. This parifh, efpecially the weft
end of it, lies at a great diftance from all medical affiftance.

Rivers, Fi/b and Lakes.~-The rivers in this parifh are the
Shin and the Cafily, and the upper part of the parifh 15 {feparated
from that of Kincardine, by the river Ockel. The Shin iflues
from Lechihin in the parith of Lairg. It falls into the Kyle,
or Frith of Tain, at Inverfhin, 5 miles above the church of
Criech. The falmon on the river Shin are®very large, and,
after being on the river for fome time, turn brackifh. At
an average, a falmon barrel centains about 20 or fo. There
is, on this river, a cafcade of a confiderable height, and a deep
pool below, into which the water falls from the rock. The fifh,
leaping to get over the cafcade, fall back into a creel, or balker,
and are killed. DMofl of the filh were in ufe to be caughtin
this way. The cafcade is called 2be Linn. Cruives are erefled
this {eafon on the river, which rons from IN. to 5. The
length of the river from the S. to the Kyle, is about § miles.
The Cafsly, iffuing from the hills on the north wefl of the pa.
rith, runs 5. and falls into the Kyle at Rofehall. The falmon
on this river are {mall and white, and very tender. The
river Ockel ifflues in part from the high hill of Or-bein-mora
Affint, whence it runs eaftward, and falls into the Kyle, near
the place where the Cafsly joins it. The {almon on this river
are large and good. Theie are trouts in all of thofe waters.
The fithermen can eafily diftinguifh the falmon of all thefe
rivers, as well as of other two that fall inte the Kyle, from.
thofe of the Kincardine fide. There are feveral lakes in the
.parifh that abound in trouts, fome of which are of 2 very
good quality. The largeft lakes are Loch~.migdol and Loch«
elt, each about 2 meafured miles long. There are many

others of a leffer fize,
Mineral
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Mineral Springs, ¥9e.—There is only one mineral fpring,
which is near Rofehall, and rifes within a few paces of the
Kyle. Jt is impregnated with fulphur or iron, and it has been
but little ufedy as it fmells rank. “There are traces of an iron
work having been carried on in the hill immediately above
1t ; and in the burn or rivulet above it, there is a vein of
manganefe. This vein, as {ar as yet difcovered, is but {mall,
but faid to be of an excellent quality. Some of it has been
examined by perfons fkilled in thofe matters.

Hills.~~The whole parifh is hilly.—A ridge of hills runs
parallel to the Lyle, except where it is intercepted by rivers.
The higheft hill is in the weftern extremity of the parifh, cal-
Jed Beinmore Affnt, one part of which is in the parith of
Criech, and the other fide in the parifh of Affint. Its fides
are covered with grafs and daifies. In fome places it is very
rocky, but affords excellent pafture for fheep, all the year
round, except in winter,

Waods.—There is a great quantity of natural wood in this
parith, eonfifting chiefly of oak and birch; but there 1s every
probability, that there was much more formerly. Several
ork woods have been cut down within thefe 30 years, fome
of them about ten years ago, and have yielded a large quan-
tity of excellent bark. Some old oak woods have been cut
down; and no under-growths have fprung up in their {lcad;
but feveral young woods have been cut lately, and are gruwing
again and in a thriving ftate. There are alfo confiderable
plantations of firs in different parts of the parifh. The largeft
is at Rofehall, facing the S., of great extent, and in a very
thriving condition.

Mesfs.—There 1s a great guantity of mofs in the different

hills and moors, much of it of excellent quality; and the
okt
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moft part of the parifh is well fupplied with fuel ffom thence,
except perhaps a3 few places lying at the greateft diftance
irom the mofs, and where the roads are very bad. In many
mofles, there are roots of cld fir trees dug up, which ferve for
light in the winter nights. From this, it would appear thae
the hills have formerly been covered with fir. Often large fir
trees quite freth and found, and of confiderable length, have
been dug up, and when f{plit, they are ufeful for rafters in

bpilding houfes, and Iait very long.

Sea Weed.—There is very little fea weed for manuring the
land. A wvery little kelp is made once in three years, on the
fhore of one eftate. However, the fmall (hort fea weed is of

ule for feeding cattle in winter, and is reckoned very whole=

fome.

Black Cattle.—There is a great number of black eattle in
the parifh, every {mall tenant having his proportion, general-
ly as many as his provender can fupport during the winter, if
he is not in {traitened circumitances. In that cafe, he takes
cattle from others, who have more than they can feed, at
the rate of 2s., 2s. 6d., or 3s., through the winter and {pring,
as provender is plentiful or fecarce. The black cattle are
mollly of a {mall hardy kind, and may now, at an average,
fetch, when fold to drovers, from 21. z0s. to 31. Sterling.
Some cattle, belonging to gentlemen, are of a larger fize, and
greater value, and may be a mean of mending the breed of
cattle among the common people. The people depend piin-
cipally on the black cattle for paying their rents.

Horfes and Sheep—The number of horles was taken a few
¥ears ago, and all the horfes, young and cld, gfagunted to

1531, ‘There are feveral farms in the well end of the parifh
ftocked
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268 Statiftical Account

ftocked with fheep. The number of fheep may amount to
upwards of 4000, and is increafing. Thefe fheep farms have
diminifhed the number of inhabitants, as well as the number
of black cattle and horfes, The beft of the wool felis at 12 s.
the flone, 21 lbs. Scotch to the ftone. Moit of the {mall
tenants have a few fheep of a {mall fize, and badly woolled.
Their wedders, when fat, fell at 5 8. 6 d. and 6s. 6d. and fold
fome years ago at 3s. 4d. and 4 8. The fheep belonging to
the fmall tenants, it is-thuught, fuffer from their bad manage-
ment. They put them up in a fmall hut, juft large enough
to contain their number, both {ummer and winter. This, in

all probability, hurts them.

Popriation.—~The return to Dr. Webiter, of the flate of
the population, in 1755, was x705. The number of the inha-
bitants on the whole, is much the fame that it was 20 or 30
years ago, being in fome places lefs, and in others more nu-
merocus than formerly. In the year 17%2-3, feveral emigrated
to America. Some farms have been conjoined, and a confider
able number of inhabitants have been removed out of grounds
turned into theep walks. By all thefe means, the number of
people have been confiderably diminifthed in the weftern di-
vifion of the parifh ; but in the eaftern they are more numer-
ous than before. The total number of catechifable perfons,
or thofe above 7 years of age, in {pring 1791, came to 1384;
fo that adding the ufnal proportion of §, the total population
may be flated at 1730 fouls. There are very few bachelors,
as the men, in general, marry young. There are wvery few
married perfons without children. The medium of children
in each family is § or 6. The number of {mall tenants, eaft-
ward from the river Shin, for g computed miles, is about 159

befides . people who have fmall crofts.
Kent,
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Rent, Cultivation and Proprictors.—The valued rent of the
parith is 29831 Scotch. The real rent may be upwards of
gool, Sterling. The reat of the feveral fulmon fithings, on
the rivers and frith, may amount to 140l. Sterling. Much
of the arable land 15 dear. In fome parts of the parifh, the
fowing of a boll of bear, (fomething more than a Scotch
acre,) pays il. Sterling. In many places the ground is fit
only for fmall black oats, of which three crops are taken on fuch
land, and then it is allowed to reft for 3, 4, or 5 years,
after which it is cropped again. Very few experiments have
been made, to afcertain how lime would anfwer with fuch
ground. There are 8 proprietors in the parith, of whom on-
ly 1 refides conftantly. One gentleman pays of rent 120 l.
dterling, One fheep farm is rented at 130l.; but the ma-
jority of farms are poflefled by fmall tenants.

Crops and Produce.—The chief crops are barley,  white
oats, {mall black oats, potatoes, and a very fmall quantity of
peafe. The oats are commonly fown in the laft week of
March, and beginning of April; in the few large farms, the
cats are fown fooner, if the weather permits. They ufually
fow bear in the beginning of May. The people here are
come into the practice of cultivating potatoes to a confider-
able amount, and find their account in it; they raife as ma-
ny potatoes, as, at an average, may be fufficient to fupply the
place of bread for four or five months in the year, Some have
them until June, and they commonly begin to ufe them the
laft week of Auguft, and fometimes fooner. They have proved
of the greateft benefit to this diftri&, Even when vi&ual is
very fcarce, and there is a great demand for bread, as foon
85 the potatoes are fit for food, the demand ftops inftantly.
The parifh produces, in tolerably good years, rather more vic-
tual than would be fufficient for fupplying itfelf.—There are

Vor, VIII. 3 A fruit
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370 Statiflical Account

fruit trees only in three or four gardens, which produce plena
tifully in {ome years.

Ecclefiafiical State.——There is not one perfon 1n this parifh,
who does not belong to the eftablifhed church. There was a
thiflionary minifter fettled for upwards of 25 years, in the
heights of the parithes of Criech and Kincardine, who
preached every third Sabbath in the high grounds of Creech,
He had a falary of zgl. Sterling, from his majelty’s royal boun-
ty, and of 4l. Sterling from the parifhes. Fifteen computed
miles of the parifh of Cricch were under this miflion; but
it was difcontinued, and the f{alary removed, at Whitfunday
1%8g. by the Committee for managing the royal bounty, on
account (as was fud,) of the deficiency of the Society’s
funds ; although the Commitee had no other miflionary in the
bounds of the prefbyteries of Dornoch or Tain, and although
the extent of thele two parifhes, contiguous to each other in two
different prefbyteries, the number of the inhabitants, and
their eager defire for the means of inftruétion, and for having
the ordinances of the gofpel adminiftered among them, (on
which they pundtually attend,) pled loudly for the continu-
ance of the miflion. This would have been a great hardfhip
on the people, as well as on the minilters of their parifhes,
had not the knowledge of the cafe excited the compaffion and
{ympathy of Lady Rofs Baillie ; who, out of her own liberality,
has appointed 2 permanent miflion in this extenfive diftriét,
with a better falary than was afforded by the Committee ; to-
gether with large accommodations, that will render the ftation
{ufhiciently comfortable.

The ftipend of the eftablifhed minifter is %2 bolls of victual,
one half oat meal and the other half bear ; 23;1. Sterling 11
money, and 1l. 13s. 4d. Sterling for grafs. The decreet was
obtained for the ftipend in 1708, The parith can bear a great

augmentation

3
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angmentation, Which 1s much needed, and it is hoped will be
granted ; liiriug being now more than doubled, even in this
corner, fince the time this flipend was fixed. A new manfe
was built in 1980; and the church was built laff Summer

and 15 now finifhed.

Poor.—There are no funds for the poor, but the colleftions
made at church, which are fmall and pitiful indeed, amounting
only to 4l. or 5l. Sterling a year, and a wvery little for dues
of the mort-cloth, The number of the poor on the roll, in
the eaft divifion of the parilh, is 3%, and 1in the weft 23; in
all go. They can fcarce get more than what is necellary to
buy fhoes to them : Very few, however, of this number go
about begging, Moft of them earn in harvell and otherwife,
ag much as iv neceflary to fupport them ; they commonly get,
from formac iriend or neighbour, a3 little land for potatoes,
which is of great fervice to them. If a perfon is quite poor,
and unable to work at all, or dilealed, the neighbours {fend in
what 1s nearly {uflicient; or fome friend goes about among the
tenants, and gets fupplies for fuch an obje&. On very ex-
traordinary emergencies, a colleftion is raifed n the church,

Scarcity in 1483-4.~Lhis parifh, like others in the neigh-
bourhood, was in great diftrefs in Summer 1783 and 1734,
efpecially in 1483. None however died for want, On {everal
tltates, the heritors procured wviftual to their tenants from
time to time ; the viftual, fent by government, was diltribut-~
ed among moft of the families of the parifh. The poor were
fingularly indebted to a gentleman in Glafgow, of uncommon
benevolence, who had lived in the parith when a boy, and
who fent money, and five bolls of white peafe, which were
diftributed among ‘upwards of 8o perfons, in proportion to

their ntccﬂit}'. Some few removed with their families to the
2 A a {hores
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fhores abounding with cockles, &c. which were uncommonly
plentiful that fealon, and fupported them for fome time. By
thele means the lives of the people were providentially pre.

ferved,

Fervies and Roads.—There are no bridgca in this parifh;
but there are 4 or § ferries between it and that of Kincardine,
which are croflzd by coddles, or yawls, and boats, that can fer-
ry over two horfes each, or more. "The people in this parifh
and neighbourhood, have been amufed from time to time
with the hopes, that a bridge was to be built over the Kyle,
at Culrain, about four miles above the church of Criech, ut
the expence of government. It would be of great advantage
to the inhabitants of this diftrict In particular, befides the
emolument that would accrue to the community at large, if
the public road around the ferries were brought this way by
o bridge. Such a bridge would be particularly convenient for
drovers ; all the cattle driven to the fouth from Sutherland,
Caithnefs, and Lord Reay’s country, except the parith of
Aflint, having hitherto been obliged to crofs the Kyle by
fwiraming 3 which, when the weather is bad, and the Kyle
much {welled by rains, hurts the cattle greatly, efpecially
when the night following proves cold. Sometimes they
refufe to fwim, in which cafe they muft be ferried over
by the cobble. The people pretend to foretell, whether they
fhall have a good market or not, by their readinefs to {wim.
The roads, 1n this extenfive parifh, are very bad; flatute
work is but feldom performed, which may be owing to this
circumftance, that few heritors refide in it. The roady might
eafily be made good, as the bottom is hard and gravelly.

Antiguities. —Near the church, there is an obelifk, or high

fione, 8 feet long and 4 fect broad, marked diftinétly with the
' fign
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fign of the crofs. According to tradition, a Danith chief was
interred here. On the top of the Dun of Criech, a hill of
a great height above the level of the {ea, and rather jetting out
into the Frith, there are the remains of a rampart. The walls
have been cemented with a vitrified ftuff, fomething fimilar
to the refufe of iron in a fmith’s forge. The cement is as
hard as a rock. It is faid, that this rampart was begun to be
built, in the r2th century, by a Paud M*Trer, a branch of
the noble family of Rofs. At the top of the Kyle, there is
an old eaftle, [uppoled to have been a place where juflice was
formerly adminiftered. This cenjefture derives fome plaufi-
bility from the name of the hill oppofite to it, which ia called
Curor na Croife, The bill of the gibbet *.

Charaller —Thie people, for the moft part, are regular and
orderly, and behave inoffenfively, and many of them in an ex-
emplary manner +. It cannot indeed be faid, that they are in-
dultrious, nor do they enjoy what would much prompt them
thereto, as there are no manofaftures carried on here. But
what they want in point of induflry, they make up by fru.
gality. In fome places, whijky drinking is rather too com-
mon, which is not eafily avoided ; as they are often employ.
ed in buying and felling cattle, and making other bargains, in
the neighbourhood of feveral diftilleries. Only one perfon
has fuffered for a capital crime within thefe a0 years; wviz.
for theft and houfe-breaking.

Difadvantages.

* The names of places are almoft all derived from the Gaelic. Some of them
bave references to combats berwixt the clans, as Tedamiarbback, plentiful fall;
ﬂ#rr;-ﬁl-, the sad ?f.fqﬁl: J‘ui.rff,. L .

. T The common people all fpeak Gaclic ; but many can fpeak and underfiand
nglifh.
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Difadvantages.~— A local difadvantage, which the weftern di.
vifion of the parifh labours under, is, that, as much of the arable
Jand and meadows lie along the fides of the K yle, and the other ri.
vers, they are fubjet toinundations every feafon of the year, The
want of manufadtures is a difadvantage, under which this parith
formerly laboured, in common with the moit of this country ;
though now, by the exertions of a refpeftable proprietor in the
parith, a new fcene is beginning to open itlelf to our view.
To that circumfilance it was in a great mealure owing, that the
people were not {o induftrious, as otherwife they would have
been. Young lads, in the {fpring and fummer, ufually went in
greatnumbers tothe fouth,infearch ofemployment. There, they
got high wages, and returned in winter to their parents, or re-
lations, fomewhat in the fiile of gemelesmen, and were a bur-
den on their friends the whole winter, uatil they fet out
again in {pring. Some of them married in the fouth; others
died, or were picked up by recruiting partics. Unmarried
girls went to the fouth alfo for fervice, efpecially before har-
weft. It is not unreafonable to conclude, that thele have been
among the caufes, of diminifhing the number of inhabitants.

The only fpecies of manufaflory in thefe bounds, previous
to the eretting the cotton mill, by Mr. 2umpiter and his part-
ners, was the {pinning linen yarn: This is but a very {canty
earning. There are 4 or § perfons in the parith, who give
lint out to {pin : one of thefe gets r0,000 fpindles fpun ina
year ; the others not near fo much : But it is to be obferved,
that they give out lint to {pin, to the people in the neighbour-
ing parifhes, as well as to the people of the parith itfelf: 4d,
or jd. is the moit that a woman can earn in a day, and few

earn {o much by f{pinning.

Modern Imprevements.—We fhall conclude this paper with
the obfervations of a diftinguifhed Bririth patriot, and a real

friend to the happine(s of fociety, (GEORGE DEMPSTER, EiQ-
of

£ The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



of Criech. - 375

of Dunnichien), who having purchafed a confiderable property in
this and the adjoining parifh, and having the management of
another eftate in this pariih, acquired by his brother Captain
DemesTER, has jult begun to carry into pratice fome part of
a plan, which appears to him well calculated for the improve-
ment of a Highland eftate. At Sir John Siaclair’s exprefls
defire, his thoughts on this important fubjelt, were lately
communicated to the writer, in the following words.

PLaw for improving the ¢flates of SKiro and PULROSSIE,

Thefe eftates contain about 18,000 acres of land, extending
from the point of Ardnacalk on the north bank of Dornock,
weftward to Port-Leak, being an extent of 12 or 14 miles.
The bulk of the eftate is hilly, but the hills are of no great
height, feeming generally to rife about from g§oo to yeo feet
sbove the level of the Frith. There may be about 200 fa-
milies living on thefe eftates, with the exception of the
matns, ar houfe-farm, of each place. The farms are of fmall ex-
tent in regard to arable ground. They produce fome cornand po-
tatoes, hardly fufficient to maintain the families of the tenants,
‘The tenants pay their rents by the fale of cattle, which are fed in
their houfes, on fitraw, through the winter, and pick upa
miferable fubfiftence on the walte and common ground of the
eftate, during the fummer. The whole of the prefent rent is
from 4o0l. to 8col. a year, of which more than a fourth part
18 paid, by the two large farms belonging to the mmins, or man-
fion-houfe. The eftates furnith fome wood, with which, and,
the {warded furface of the ground, cut into the form of large
bricks, they make houfes and ofhces for themfelves, covering
them with the fame {fwarded turfs, cut fhinner, and refembling

flates
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flates in their form. Once in three years, all the earthy part
of thefe houfes is thrown on the dunghill, and new houfes
built again of the fame materials. "The cattle commonly oc-
cupy one end of the houfe, during the winter feafon. Some
‘holes in the walls and roofs {erve for windows and chimne}rs.
An iron pot, for boiling their food, conftitutes their principal
furniture. Nothing can exceed the wretched appearance of
thefe habitations. As to the occupations of the people, the
women begin to earn a little money by fpinning. The young
men go early in the {pring to the fouth country, and hire
themfelves for all kinds of country labour; towards harveft,
many of the women alfo go the fame way, to affilt in cutting
down and getting in the crop. They all retura before winter,
and are faid to pafs their time round good fires of peat, which
the country every where furnifhes, and to do very little work.
In the fouth country, however, to which they go, they are
remarked for their affiduity, and are faid to be indefatigable
in executing all manner of tatk work. Thofe, who remain at
home, attend to the concerns of their corn, potatoes, and cattle,
and to the providing of their fuel from the neighbouring peat
mofles. The climate, near the banks of the Kyle, or Frith
of Dornoch, ripens wheat, barley, oats, and peale ; becoming
gradually colder, as you recede therefrom, and afcend the hills,
which are covered with heather, interfperfed with coarfe grals.
The vallies among the hills, and the ground on the fides of the
hills, appear to be capable of being culrivated ; and there are
‘many little rifing grounds, fome flat moors, and the face of
-fome of the hills {fo bare and ftoney, as to be fit for plantations
only. It need hardly be mentioned, that the inhabitants are in
- general poor ;—that is, poflefs little money or goods, except
@ ftock of very indifferent cattle. |

It is not the intention, therefore, of the proprietors, to ex-

et for fome time, any increafe of vents from thefe people ;
but,

& The University of Edinburgh
The Unhversity of Giasgow



* ¢f Creich. 377

‘Buit, on the contrary, to encourage them, by every poflible
means, to improve their licJe fpots of land, to ere@® for
themfelves more comfortable houfes, and to build them of
more durable materials. On thele eltates, there dre fome
ftations remarkably well adapted for villages. They lie on
the banks of the Kyle, which 13 a frith or arm of the fea, na-
vigable for 4 miles; by veflels of a confliderable burden, and
for fmall craft, abont 1 § miles more. 1In all, this Frith is navia
-gable for 24 miles. To give a beginniog to thefe villages,
‘s company 1s formed, confifting chiefly of Glafgow gentlemen,
‘who have fubfcribed & capital of 3oco I. and made fome pro-
-grels in evefling a wmanufature of {pinning cotton by jennies,
and of weaving their yarn. Inftru&ted perlons are fent from
Glafgowite condaé the work, and to teach the natives of the
country the arts of {pimming and weaving. The town is lot«
ted gut, and fome houfes for weaving are in forwardnefs.
Vellels of 50 tons burden can land their cargoes at this
place.

A fecond willage, two miles lower down the Kyle, is alfo
lotted out, snd 2 large warehouie already built. Here, the
water is deep enough to receive any weffel, that can enter
the Kyle, and come over the bar, (known by the name of the
Gizzen Brigs,) at its mouth, on which there is 4 fathom water
at fpring tides, and 6 or 4 feet lefs at neap tides. Here glfo,
% gentleman has undertaken to eftablith the weaving of linen,
and to encourage the extenfion of the Ipinning of yarn ail
sround the country. Ar both masufaltures, apprentices will
be infirufted in the art of weaving, in order to introduce that
art into the houfes of the {mall tenants, as it is found already
to be in the fhices of Renfrew, Perth, Angus and Aberdeen.
By thele means, coaftant employment will be found for peo-
- ple of ail ages and fexcs, and a confiderable market opened for
‘the produéions of the country.
* Voer, VIII. 3 B That
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That the people may have nothing to divert their attention
from their awn bufinefs, all the fervices performed by them and
their cattle, to their fuperiors, are commuted into money; and thir.
lage to the mills of the baronies is allo abolifhed, Meafures are
.taking to give the people fecure pofleflion, {for their own lives
at leaft,) of their houfes, gardens and arable lands, with full
liberty to cultivate as rnuch of the wafte land as they pleafe.
Their cattle are fuffered to pafture on the other wafle lands,
as long as they fhall remain in a waflte condition ; but the pro-
prietors referve to themfelves, the power of inclefing and
planting all fuch parts of the walte lands, as are fit for no
other purpofe. Some plantations of this kind have been al-
xeady made, and the trees feem to thrive very well on the
lighteft foils. The trees are principally the larch, the Scotch
fir, and the birch, intermixed with beech and mountain afh.
The reft of the wafte land is open to every fettler, whao. fhall
incline tp cultivate them. Twenty or thirty new fettlers have
alrcady exhibited firong proofs of what Highlanders can do, in
the improvement of their own country, when fecured in the
egjoyment of the fruits of their labour. It may be worth
.while to mention the nature of this {ecurity. The firit fet-
tlers may improve as much land as they find walle around
them, for which they pay enly 1 s. a-year during their lives.
‘When they die, their heirs have the refufal of their father's
‘ poflefion, at an apprized value, to be.fixed by arbitrators mutu«
ally chofen. This rentis invariable, till the next generation, when
the valuation is to be repeated ; and {o on every generation. A
little iron for tools, wood for their houfes, and feed potatoes
_and corn, is furnilhed to them for the firft 2 years. They are
_exempted from every fpecies of perfonal fervice. Thofe, whe
have vifited the mountainous countries of Switzerland, Wales
and Norway, have feen what liberty and f{ecurity can do, to«

wards rendering them festile. In addition to the general free=
dom
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dom, which the inhabitants of this happy ifland enjoy, under onr
mild and durable conftitution, the inhabitants of thofe eftates
will enjoy perfedt fecurity, as oocupiers of land. That thofe’
advantages will lead them gradunally to better their houfes, to
improve their lands, and to alter their own conrdition in every
relpeét for the better, is beyond a doubt. |

To calculate the advantages, which will in time accrue from
this {yftem, to the owners of 18,000 acres of land, on which
it is introduced, would be no eafy matter; bur the following ob-
fervations, will lead, perhaps, to the forming fome idea of them,
Land lets, for petatoe grounds and other purpofes, round
many towns in Scotland, at warious reats, from rl. upwardﬁ.
Manufaéturers in Lancafhire, and in fome of the counties of
Scotland, pay for the little fpots they occupy in the country,
round their own houfes, from xl. to 41. Sterling per acre.
The cotton manufa&ure is faid to have doubled the rents of
lancafthire, within thefe Iaft 20 years. The demand for wood is
very great ; and as all the woods on this eftate, will be near a
navigable frith, the wood will fetch the current price, and be li-
able to little dedu&ion, from the facility of Carrying it to mar-
ket ; while the pra&icability of being fupplied with that article
from the Baltic, is faid to leffen yearly. The probable future
value of thefe eftates, cannot be eafily afcertained ; but, we
know, that wherever induftry has extended itfelf in Scotland,
the rents of land have rifen at lealt threefold, 2ad much more
i the neighbourhood of towns. It 1s to be obferved, that this
fyftern is attended with ne expence of dny material confe.
quence, except that part of it, which confilts in planting the
ufelels land ; which, as it is confiderable, {perhaps not lefs
than 31. per acre,) may either be omitted, or done on & fmaller
feale and by flow degrees, according to the facuylty 1[11:1 incli-
zation of the proprietor,

3 B 2 Shal}
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Shall we ftate none of the advantages, but thofe of a parw.
niary nature? Is nothing to be fet down, for the PLEASURE oF
BEHOLDING THE FROGRESs OF THE FPROSPEERITY OF A COUNTRY?
Is THE JOY OF LEEING TOWNS AND HOUSLES ARISING ABROUND
YOU OF NO VALUE!? NOR THE ULTIMATE BENLFIT D} RIVELD: TO
YOUR COUNTERY, BY ADDING TO IT, INDIUSTRIOUS INHABITANTS
AND CULTIVATED LAND ; THRIVING TOWNS AND FLOUR]ISHING
MANUFACTURES? ls there no plealure in beholding the
growth of woods of ane’s own planting ? nor in the fuccefs of
a fyftem, lo intimately conneéted with the BaPPINESS OF PEO-
PLE PLACED BY PROVIDENCE UNDER OUR CARE? Some have
thought, that it would be a fitter ufe for the Hightands, to con-
vert them into fhecp-walks. That it might be better forthe peo-
ple to cultivate fheep, inflead of black cattle, is probably true.
‘That the {heep 1s a hardier, and a more ufeful animal than the
0X, May be true allo. ‘That the increafe of rents, by convert-
ing cattle-breeding farme, into {heep-walks, would be more
-fu:dzlen, than by the {yftem here fuggefied, is not to be dif-
puted. But that the eflates would ultimately become more
valuable, is by no means {o clear a propofition. ‘Tracks of
Jand, which have been converted into fheep farms, yicld little
snore, at an average, than 1]. Sterling, per 1co acres. This is
indeed a better rent th_;ln. before. But how contemptible muit
this rent appear, whefi compared with an eftate occupied by
induftrious manufadturers, and abounding in Jarge woods of
the fineft fir, birch, and other trees? It 15 to be obferved too,
that there is a certaip incompatibility between fheep, and peo-
ple and trees. No care can proteft new plantations from
the depredations of theep; they overleap every fence, and
elude the utmoft vigilance of the fhepherd. The leaves of
trees ave their favourite food in fummer:; and the bark
is their mmédicine, as well as food in winter. The lower
' grounds3
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, grounds, now occupied by people, muft be referved for the,
food and fhelter of the flock in winter ; and this circumiltance
feemns to form the chief incompatibility, between fheep and
people. This argument will have the greateflt weight, with
thofe, whofe obfervation ar inquiries may have led them, to
compare the mountainous parts of Spain, appropriated to
fheep-walks, with the mountains of Switzerland and Wales,
occupied by free and indufiriens inhabitants. The compa-
rifon is not to be made by units or decimals ; for the advan-
tage of men inftead of theep, are as thoufands to one. As the
underftanding, induftry and ingenuity of man, in a ftate of
freedom, are {fuperiar to thofe of the brute creation, {o is the va-
lue of an eftate inhabited by mankind, to ene oecupied by theep.

It is true, the people need not be driven out of the
country, becaule fheep are introduced into i‘r. Villages
may be built for them, where they might be employed
in manufa@ures. Let me afk, has that been the cafe? and
let me doubt a little of the {uccels of villages by compni
fion, It is one thing to build a village, to which people may
sefort if they choofe it, and another to drive them from the
country into villages, where they muft ftarve, unlels they
change atonce their manners, their habits, and their occupations.
How much better would it be, gradually to introduce [pin-
ning wheels and looms into their houfes, than to drnive them
from their houfes, their gardens, and their little fields? Befides,
are men as advantageoufly placed in wvillages, for cultivating
the foil, as when difperfed over every coiner of the eilate?
Towns are faid to thrive ia proportion to the populouf-
vels of the country around them. It is by 2 mutual exchange
of commodities, that both towns, and the country around, mu-
tually fupport one another. To conclude, it is meither by
feeding black cattle nor fheep, in the Highlands, that that
sountry can be improved, but by the introduétion of arts and

' agriculture.
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agriculture. The firft will increafe the number and wealth
of the people; the latter will augment the quantity of the pro=
du&ion of the foil, both for the maintemance of people and
cattle. But neither arts nor agriculture can profper, unlefs
the inhabitants are fecure in the tenure, by which they oc.
cupy the {pots on which they live. Good laws, a vigorous ex-
ecution of them, feus, and long leafes, arethe great {ources of the
profperity of every country, of Highland, as well as of more fer-
tileand champaign countries., Try the queftion by this teft. Let
us afk ourfelves, if the Highlands of Scotland, poflefies at pre-
fent thofv fources of improvement and wealth? To thefe indeed
raiift be fuperadded, on the part of government, good roads
wade at the public expence ; for no mountainous country can
be completely improved, till it be made acceflible by good roads,
the expence of which, its iphabitants are unable to defray.

As this is THE FIRST ATTEMPT to introduce the Manurac.
TURE of Seinwing and Weaving CoTron into the Hicua
LANDS, the names of the PArRTNERs of this WeEw CoMPaNY
deferve to be mentioned. The reader will obferve, that pub-
lic {pirit is the motive by which moft of the partners have
been induced to embark their property in an undertaking,
which may prove highly advantageous to the Highlanders,
and particularly {o to the proprietors of the above and other
contiguous eftates ; but never, probably, will prove fo profita-
ble to the other partners, as undertakings of this kind, {ituated
more immediately under their own eye. Each fhare in this
company 15 one hundred pounds Sterling. The capital is
goool.,—and the partners are

M.
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Shares.
Mr. David Dale of Glaigow, - - 2
Mr. George M*Intofh of do. - - 2
Mr. William Robertion of do. - , - I
Mr. James Robertion of do. - - T
Mr., Andrew Robertion of do. - - 3
Mr. Robert Dunmore of do. - - I
Mr. Robert Bogle of Baldowie, do. - x
Mr. Robert Mackie of do. - - E
Mr. Williem Gillefpie of do. - - x
Mre. John Mackenzie of London, - x
Mr. Dougal Gilchrift of Hofpidale, - I
My, William Monro of Achanny, - : 4
Mr. John Frafer, faftor to Lord Gower, - X
Mr. Benjami® Rels of Tain, - - 4
Mr. Scoit of Dunninauld, M. P. - I
Captain James Rattray of Arthurftone, - x
My. John Ramfay, aéting manager, - I
Captain J. H. Dempfiter of Polroflie, - 2
Mr. Dempfter of Dannichen, - - Z

2
Vacant, - - - - g

3o of rocl,

It may be proper to add, that Mr. Alexander Morifon of
Dundee, is the perfon who propofes eftablifhing the linen ma~
nufadture in the county of Sutherland.
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