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NUMBER XXX

UNITED PARISHES OF MOY AND
DALAROSSIE.

(County and Prefbytery of Invernsfs—Synod of Moray.)

By the Rev. Mr. Wirriam M*Beaw, late Minifler of that
Pari/b, and now Minifler of ALVES.

Origin of the Name.,

HE Gaclic is- almoft the only language ufed in thefe
parifhes, and has been fo, as far back as tradition gees.

The names of all the places in them are evidently of Gaelic
derivation, and defcriptive of their fituation, or fome other
property. Accordingly, Moy, in Gaelic, Magh, fignifies a
meadow or plain, which is the nature of the place ; Dalarof-
fic, or Dalferguflie, is Fergus's valley., The ancient name is
Starfach-na-gal, i.e. the Threfbold of the Gaels, or Highlander:,
being the pafs, by which the Highlanders entered to the Low
Country, fo narrow between high mountaing, that a few men
could defend it againft numbers, Yt was of great confequance
to the proprietor in thofe times, as he could make inroads in-
to the Low Country, and eafily prevent any purfuit beyond
3R2 that
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500 Statiffical Account

that pafs. He could likewife hinder any of the neighbouring
clans from paffing this place without his confent. So fenfible
were they of their deperidence on him, upon this account,
that they agreed to pay him a certain tax, as often as he gave
them permiflion to take this road with their booty; which
tax is ftill known by the name of Stuwic.cbriach, 1. e. the fteak
or collop of the booty, expreflive of the quality of this plunder,
which was cattle. After the place was cleared of wood and
cultivated, it obtained the prefent name of Mey. 1t came
into the poffeflion of William, the 7th Laird of Mackintolh, ia
the year 1336, and was conveyed to him by David Bifhop of
of Murray. The Laird of Mackintofh, who is undoubted
chief of that clan, is likewife captain of Clan Chattan. The
Clan Chattan confifted of 16 tribes, each having their own
chieftain, but all voluntarily united under the government of
one leader, of whom the prefent Laird of Mackintofh is the

reprefentative.

Extent and Surface.~The greatelt length of the parifh,
from S. W. to N. E., is about g0 miles, and the mean breadth
about § miles. This couniry is blesk and barren, rugged and
imnountainous, except fmall ftripes and fpots on each fide of
the river Findhorn, to be afterwards defcribed.

Climate and Difeafes.~The climate 1s much ceolder here
than in the neighbouring parifhes, which is fuppofed to be cc-
cafioned by the great height of the mountains. Vegetation
is accordingly later, than in the places that lie nearer the Mur-
ray Frith ; and the crops, in cold feafons, are liable to fuffer
by the latenefs of the harveft. The fnow generally begins
to fall about the middle of November, and frequently con-
tinues until March or April. Ia the year 1782, the froft and

fnow overtook the crops of grain almoft before any of them were
ripe ;
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ripe ; and they lay buried under the fnow till February 1783.
Though every poflible exertion was made to recover them,
yet very little was obtained. The people were in the moft
miferable condition for provifions; obliged to purchafe them
at a great diftance, and at fuch a high price, that many fa-
milies were put on very fhort allowance, Many were reduced
to extreme indigence, from which they have not yet recover-
ed.—DBut notwithftanding the coldoefs of the climate, the in-
habitants are as healthy, if not more fo, than their neigh-
bours. They are not hable to any peculiar local dileafes, and
many of them live to a very great age. Two perfons died
Jaft fpring at the age of ¢g3; and there are feveral at prefent
in the parifh near 9o years of age, who enjoy their flrength
and facultiea, very little impaired for that advanced age.

Soil and Produce~—The cultivated ground in the parilh
bears but a very fmall proportion to that which is lying wafte,
perhaps not above a 15th part. But the foil, of what i1s cul.
tivated, is, for the moft part, of a vary good quality, and, in
favourable feafons, produces plentiful crops. The graim
raifed here is chiefly black oats. Some Scotch barley and rye
are likewife raifed. All the tenants and their cottagers plant
potatoes, which oidinarily thrive remarkably well, and make
a confiderable part of their maintenance. In favourable
years, the produce is nearly equsal to the confumption of the
parilh; bur, in unfavourable feafons, when the crops fail, they
are pnder a neceflity of procuring confiderable guantities of
grain from other places. The quantity of grain, neceflary foc
the fupport of the inhabitants, would require to be much
greater, were it not that the numbers of cattle and lheep, kept
1n the parifh, furnith them with fledh and milk in aid of cther

provifions.
Hods
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502 Statiflical Account

Mode of Lultivation.—Farming is carried on almolt in the
famne method at prefent, that was in ufe for ages paft ; very
few improvements have been introduced, nor do the people
feem difpofed to adopt any. Inftead of laying the whole dung
of the farm on the barlcy land, according to the general cuftom
in other places, it is all laid here on the ley land, which they
break up for oats ; excepting a {mall part of it, which 1s re.
ferved for the little barley that is fown, and the potatoes.

Ploughs, Cattle, ©9c.—0n account of the fhortnefs of the
labouring feafon, the number of ploughs in the parith, is much
greater then the quantity of jand would otherwife require.
They are not fewer than 246, and chiefly drawn by 4 horfes
each, and fometimes there are two oxen along with the horles.
The number of horfes in this parifh is about goo ; the num-
ber of black cattle 1,800 ; and of theep 12,000. There isa
confiderable number of each of thefe kinds of cattle fold 2n-

nually, with the price of which the tenants pay their rents,
~ and provide for themfelves all the articles that their farms do
not furnifh.——The fheep, upon the large theep farms, are of
the bladk faced kind ; but thole, kept by the tenants, are 2
crols breed, between the large black faced, and the fmall
fheep, formerly kept in the country. The wool of the large
fheep is of a coarfer quality, than that of the {inall; the wosl
of the Jatter fells from 165 to 18s. per flone; Dutch weight,

Wild Animals, Bird:s, ©9¢.—~Foxes are very numerous overall
this country, and very deftru&tive to the theep and poultry. Of
late years, a fox-hunter has been hired by the neighbourhood
to deftroy them. The parith abounds in polecats, otters, and
badgers. The red deer are very numerous about the fource
of the Findhorn. The woods in Moy abound with roés.
Black game and groufe are fo plentiful in this parilh, that

many
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many gentlemen refort to it in the fhooting feafon. Cranes and
wild ducks neltle in the ifland in the lake of Moy. On =
high rock, above the river Findhorn, an cagle has for many
years built her neit.

=

Woeds.—There is a good deal of natural wood on the banks
of the river Findhorn, chiefly birch and alders. Thereis a
tradition, that before this country came into the pofleffion of
Mackintofh, it was in a great mezfura2 over-run with wood,
and called the Foreft of Strathdearn; that it was {et on fire
through cereleflnefs, and deflroyed by the inhabitants, when
they began to clear the ground for cultivation.—The Laird of
Mackintoth has very confiderable plantations of Scotch firs
mixed with foreft trees; to which he is making additions an-
sually. Thefe plantations are in a thriving way, and in 2 thort
fpace of time, will decorate the country, and be of very great
fervice to the inhabitants.

Rivers.—The river Findhorn takes its rife, in the hills of
this parith, from a few inconfiderable fprings, the principal
one of which iflues, in a copiocus fiream, from what is called
the Cloven Stone, a large rock with 2 filfure in it. The di-
reftion of this river is nearly from 5. W. to N. E. After
ranping for the courfe of 24 miles through this parifh, 1t
paffes through thofe of Calder, Ardclach, Edenkeillie, Dyke
and Forres, and falls into the Murray Frith at Findhorn, in
the parifh of Kinlofs. 1he whole courle of it, from its fource
to the {ea, is about 5o miles. It is called, in Enghih, Find-
borm, from the place at which it enters the fea; but the Gae-
lic name of it is Uifg-earn. From thence this parifh, through
which it runs for the {pace of 24 miles, is called Strathdearn.
As this river runs, for all this conrfe, between high moun-
Rins, and reccives many f{treamns or rivulets in its progrefls,

1t
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504 Statiffical Account

it rifes very rapidly, and falls at times very fuddenly. There
is but 1 bridge over it, through the whole of this courfe;
and the people at a diltance from the bridge, having frequent
occafion to crofs the river, often attempt to ford it in apn im-
proper f{tate, by which many lives are loft. This river
abounds with a great variety of trouts; fome falmon are alfp
found in it within the bounds of this parifh, efpecially in fea.
fons that have frequent fprats or floods, that enable the
falmon to get over the rocks, which obfiru@ their paflage
when the river is low. There are a number of lefler
ftreams and nivulets in the parith, but none of threm of fach

importance as to deferve particular notice.

Lake, Ifland, t3¢.-~The Lake of Moy is the only confider-
able one in this parifh. By an a&tual meafurement of it, taken
on the ice, its greateft length is 1}, and the greateft breadth
% of a mile. This lake abounds with ¢harr (commonly call-
ed red wames), and a great variety of other trouts, of differ-
ent fizes and colours. About the middle of the lake there it
an ifland, confifting of about 2 acres of ground. Xt lies N.
and S., and is nearly the fthape of a violin. At the {outhend
of the ifland, there are the remains of a houfe, containing 4
fire rooms, where the Lairds of Mackintofh refided in times of
tronble. By an infcription above the gate, it is faid to have
been built in the year 1665, by Lauchlan the 2o6th Laird of
Mackintath. Adjoining to the houfe, there is a garden, plant-
ed with fruit trees and currant bufthes. It appears, by
the ruins ftill remaining, that there have formerly been very
extenfive buildings in this ifland. The remains of a fireet,
the whole Iength of the ifland, with the foundations of houfes,
on each fide, are ftill very vifible ; and in the year 1760, tW0

ovens were difcovered, each capable to contain 4 bufhels of
meal

3
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meal made into bread. In the year 1422, it contained a gar-
rifon of 400 men. In thofe troublefome times, when it was
neceflary to live either in fortified or inacceflible places, the
Laurds of Mackintofh refided here confantly, except in the
winter feafons. At the diftance of fome hundred yards from
this, there is an artificial ifland formed, by heaping a parecel
of large round flones upon each other. This place was ufed
for the conlinement of malefa&ors, before the abolition of the
jurifdiétion power, which was wvelted in the hands of the
chiefs, When the lake was low, the criminal could {carce
fland with dry feet; but after rains, the water rofe to his
middle. Luckily, however, for the prifoner, in 24 hours he
was either acquitted or condemned. This place is called
Ellan-na-glack, 1. e. the Stoney lfland.

Mineral Well—At the north end of the lake, there is5a
well of mineral water, which 13 accounted ferviceable for

headachs, and diforders of the {ftomach, There 1s no account
of its being analyfled, fo as to have its qualities afcertained ;
but it appears to be of the chalybeate kind.

Population.~The parifh regifter having been deflroyed a
few years ago, by an accidental fire, a lift of baptifms and
marriages cannot now be made out; nor can the population
be afcertained in that way. The following is the refult of a
late enumeration, taken for the purpofe of this ftatement:
The deaths are not recorded in this, or the neighbouring
parifhes, and therefere cannot be afcertained.

Yor. VIIIL 385 Nymbeg
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o

Males. Females. ‘Total,

Number of examinable perfons, = 757 843 16oo

--— children under 7 years

of age, - - - - - - 213

Total number of fouls, - - - - - « 1813

The return to Dr. Webfter, in 1755, was - - - 1693
Incieale, - - - 120

List of BirnTas and Marriages for the laft four years,

1488 1789 ¥790 1791 Total. Ann. Aver.
Baptilms, - = 34 45 3% 49 160 40
Marriages, - = 18 10 13 45 55 13}

"There have not been many new houfes built for thefe feve
zal years; but of late fome parts of the parifh, which con-
tained a great number of inhabitants, have been laid ontin
fheep farms, which has diminifhed the population very confi-
derably ; and if this fheep farming plan fhall be extended here,
as is propofed, it 1s thought it will occafion a ftill farthes
diminution of the population,

Occupations.~=In thefe united parithes, there are no towns,
villages, nor manufaétories of any kind. All the inhabitants
are employed in cultivating the ground, and in tending their
cattle, excepting a few artificers ; fuch as, fquare wrights,
blackimiths, weavers, tailors and fhoemakers, who work for
the other inhabitants. The generality of the tenants occupy
fmall farms, for which they pay from sl. to 10l. Sterlifg of
yearly rent., All thefe tenants have cottagers, who are em-
ployed as fervants and labourers by them, or follow the oc-
cupations already mentioned®. The number, either of te-

nants

*® The wages of labourers arc increafed confiderably of late years. About

3Q or 40 ycars ago, that of an ordinary farm fervant, including fome perquifites;
' wed
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flants or cottagers, cannot be afcertained with precifion ; but it
is fuppofed, that the number of the formes is about 200, and
that of the latter not lefs than 340; which, with the proprie-
tors refiding in the parifh, makes the number of houfes a few
more than §40.

Proprietors, Rent, 8¢, ~Thele parithes are the property of
13 herrtors, all holding of ﬁlbjt*ﬂ: fuperiors, except the Laird
of Mackintoth. Five of thefe lheritors refide in the parith.
The valued rent of the parith is 2,2341. Scotch. The real
rent is about rozel. Sterling, and is increafing confiderably,
by ‘heep farms, As pafturage is an important objeft here,
in letting of farms, pafture ground is confidered as well as the
arable land ; and land is let not by the acre, but by the prece,
or Jump ; and therefore the rent per acre cannot be fpecified.
Befides the rent in money, cuftoms are paid in Zind by moft
of the tenants, fuch as wedders, eggs, fowls, and other arti-
cles. Perfonal fervices are likewife exafted by the proprie-
tors from their tenants ; as cafting and carrying home a certain
quantity of fuel ; fhearing a certain number of days in harveil ;
earrying loads from diftant parts of the country; and per-
fm‘ming numbers of other things, that are fecarce worth men-
tioning, but which are very troublefome to the poor people

liable to this treatment.
382 Eeclefiaftical

was from 1os to i2s. in the half year; and a d:\}; labourer had 4d. per day,
with his maintenance, and 7d. without it. Now, the wages of 2 farm fervant
is from al. to 21, 15« in the hall year; that of a labourer 6d. with, end s,
Without vidtuals, per day. The wages of a {emale fervant, about §0.years ago,
Wis between €5, and 7s. ; now, from I5s. to 208 Sterling in the half year.
Female fervants always receive their maintenance in the family, in which they
live ; the greater part of the men fervants have their vifluals in the family, and
fome receive meal in lien of their viftuals, at the rate of 6 bolls per anpuna
' a full grown man, and 4 bolls, of ¢ ftone Dutch weight each, to hoys.
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Ecclefiaftical State.~This is an united parifh, as already ob.
ferved, made up of the original parifhes of Moy and Dularof-
fie. There i1s no account, written or traditional, when the
annexation took place: yet, in many re{peéts, the parifhes are
diftinét and feparate, though under the charge of one minifler,
There is {till a charch kept up in each, in which divine fer.
vice is performed alternately. Thefe churches are g miles dif.
tant from each other: the road is at all times rough, and in
the ftormy feafon, frequently impaflable. The church of
Moy was built in the year 1765, and is ftill in good repair,
The church of Dalaroflie was rebuilt in the year 17g90. Mr.
Rofe of Kilravock 13 accouuted patron, and has hitherto al-
ways prefented to it,—'The ftipend is G6gl. 14s. ad., with a
{mall glebe in each parifh. The manfe was built in the year
1765, and has lately received fome reparation, which has
made it tolerably comfortable.——~All the inhabitants of this
parith are of the Eftablilhed Church, except a few indivi-
duals, who are of the Epifcopal Commaunion, but commonly
attend divine fervice in the parith church,

Schoolr.—~There is a parochial fchool eftablifhed in this pa-
iifh. The fchool-houfe was rebuilt in 1784, in a pretty fuf
ficient manner, The falary is zo0l. Scotch. The fchool-
mafter is ordinarily feflion-clerk, by which he makes about
2l. 10s. Sterling annually. The fchool fees are, 1s. for reading
and writing, xs. 6d. for arithmetic, and 2s. for Latin, All thefe
emoluments put together, will make about 20l. Sterling in
the year. The poor are much inclined to give a little edo-
cation to their children ; but fo extenfive is the parifh, thata
very inconfiderable part of them only can be accommodated

by the parochial {chool.
Poor.
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Poor.—~There are a number of poor peoplein this parifh; but
moft of them do fomething in the way of providing for their
own maintenance, and receive what aid can be given them
from the parifh funds. Thefe funds are very inconfiderable,
being only the weekly colleétions, which do not exceed 4l. or
gl. Sterling in the year. Such as are altogether incapable of
lahouring are relieved by the neighbourhood : But as the
praétice of common begging is not reftrained, many of them
betake themfelves to that method of obtaining fuppert.

Roads and Bridges.—~The road from Invernels to Perth
palles through this parith, It was made, and is ftill kept in
repair, by Government. Befides a large and ufeful bridge on
the river Findhorn, there i1s a2 number of {maller ones on
this road, within the parifth, which were built and kept in re-
pair at the public expence. There are roads of communica-
tion betwixt the different parts of the parifh, now forming by the
ftatute labour; but there is fo much to be done in that way,
that 1t will take a confiderahle time before thefe roads can
be completed.

Inns and 4lchoufes.—There are in this parifh 2 inns, on the
public road, and about 52 fmall public houles that fell whilky.
The whitky houfcs are exceedingly detrimental to the morals
of the people, as they are fo many temptations, in every dif-
ferent part of the parifh, to idlenefs, quarrelling, and many
other vices.—It iz fuppofed, that the coldnefls of the glimate
renders the ufe of fpirits more negeflary than in milder fitu-
ations ; but whatever may be in that, it is much to be regret.
ted, that, inltesd of making that moderate ufe of {pirits, moft
of the people, that refort to thefe fmall public houfes, feldom
depart without going to excefs.

Charalier
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Charaller and Manners.—The inhabitants of thefe parifhes,
however, are, in general, fober, peaceable, and induftrious.
Crimes of an atrocious mature are rare among them. The
climate 1s rather unfavourable to the conflant exercife of in-
duflry, as during the flormy feafon in winter, and a great part
of fpring, they can do little, except taking care of their cattle;
but as foon as the feafon permits them to labour without doors,
their exertions are very great, until the feed time is over. In
fummer, they are employed in providing fuel, which confifts
of peats ; and as the climate is unfavourable, on the one hand,
this inconvenience is in a preat meafure remedied, by the great
plenty of fuel in every part of the parifh. In harveft they are
equally diligent in cutting down and fecuring their corn, be-
fore the bad weather fets in.~—In their manners, they are
remarkably attached to old cuftoms and praéices. The lan-
guage, drefs, and moft of the peculiarities of the old High-
tanders, continue in this place, with very little alteration. Ex-
cepting the gentry, few of the inhabitants of this place {peak
Englith ; nor do they difcover much inclination to acquire that
language. The tartan plaid and kile, and the other parts of
drefs peculiar to the Highlanders, are ftill in general ule
among the men; the women, in like manaer, retain the High-
land drefs of tlat fex. Their houfes are of the {ame con-
firuétion with thofe of their predeceflors for ages paft; and they
ftill place the fire in the middle of the houfe, and the fa-
mily fits in the form of & circle atound it,
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