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NUMBER XIL

PARISH or KILMORY,

(IsLe oF ArranN, CountY oF BuTE, SynvoD oF AR-
GYLE, PRESBYTERY oF KiNTYRE.)

By the Rev. Mr Joun HamMiLTon,

Origin of the Nawmes Arran, Kilmory, 8.

"]:' Rabniriow {ays, that the name Arren is derived from
a plat of ground in the noith end of the ifland,
where a battle was fought by Fin or Fingal, (the chief
of the giants,) who inhabited this ifland, with Manus, the
King of Swedland's lgﬂ, where was a grear f{laughter.,
Fingal being conqueror, the plat of ground was called in
Guelic by a name which hterally fignifies, ¢ Fin’s flaugh-
“ter.,” dr and Fin being joined, make the name in
Gaelic to be, in the genmitive, Ar-fhin, or the Slaughrer
“ of Fin,” which by degrees was wruten Arran—Kilmo-
ry fignifies, in Gaelic, * 'St Mary’s Chapel,” or in Gaelic
stlelf, Cill “huire. The illand of Arran contsins only
two parithes, Kilmory and Kilbride. Kilmory parith ex-
tends 30 miles in a femicircular form, from Dippin on the
{o uth
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266 Statiftical decount

{outh-eaft, to Lochrannza, 1o the north extreme of Arrsa.
It is bounded on the 5. E. 5. W. and N. W. by the i-a;
and in the naroweft place s only © miles from Kintyre;
on the N. E. by a fpaciou- central commeon muor, wire
the horfes and {kee; ot the fiand range promitcuoudiy in
dummer —Toe tueface o1 the paiilh is voeven and tolly;
the fuil 2 variuus, parily gravelidh, ciay, and muﬂ:}?, and
13 cupable of producing bght crops of barley, oats, (in
fome places,) peufe, and flax only for private ufe; bat po-
tatoes are planted in every tarm, and are the gencral food

of the people.

Difeafesr.—~The difeales here, are concers, rlieums, fever
brought fiom other countries, znd a great death of new-
born intunts, by the falling down of the jaws; and fome
women die in clnidbed, both which laft two are artributed
to the unfkilfulncts of midwives, who venture upon the
praclice from natural courage, without neceflary and pro-
per knowledge, there being none duly qualitied in the
ifland. The oldeft man now living in the puarifh is 88,3
few imore have turned 8o, and there has been an ingtunce
of ¥ who reached 95.

Rivers, Lochs or Lakis—~—The burns here, which fcarce
deferve the nume of 1ivers, have, fome of them, their
fource from lochs or lakes in the mountains, and fome trom
numberlefs {prings ; after a fhort and rapid courfe they empty
themielves into the feu; they abound with fine trours, and
fome falmon. There wre 3 lechs or lakes; the principul
of which is Earlay loch, in the weft of the ifland, which
abounds with trouts of different fizes, and fine falmon,
which are caught by cruives and draught-lines.

Luves.—
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Eaver—There are feveral natural caves, the principal,
and which highly excites the curi-:‘:ﬁt}r of firangers of all
ranks, is one in the weft of the ifland, oppofite to Camp.
belltown, called the King's Cove, becaufe, as tradition af-
firms, King Robert de Bruce and his retinue lodged in it
for fome time, when taking fhelter in retired places, be-
fore his defeat of Joha Baliol, and acceflion te the throne
of Scotland. It is g0 yards long, 16 broad, and abourt 20
high, in which are feveral engravings and antique figures;
feemingly a coat of arms, and forms of weapons are cut in
the rock ; a little within the entry are the letters M. D. R.
The cave is {o fpacious, that {ermon; have been preached
in it to fome hundreds of hearers at different times. About
3 miles fouth from it 1> another cave, which conld contain
20 peilons; but nothing elfe remarkable in it

flillsand Sea Coafl.—=The higheft hill is Beinablarfbionn,
or the * Vountain of the wiite top,” fo called, from its
bein: covered a great part of the year with fnow ; it ftands
in the N. W. part of the iflland, and is fuppofed to be 3
miles high; but the adjicent mountain called Goatfeld,
though not quite fo high, 15 yet more remarkable, as it
produces brilliant flones. The fea-coall, elpecially 1 the
E. and 5. part of the parifh, 1s a proud and very unhofpi-
tibl. fhore ; but towards the W, and N. fomewhat lefs fo,
excepting a large funken rock in the W. S, W, part of the
patith, alinoft oppofite to Campbelltown, called the Iron
Hock ; it lies confiderably off the land, and has proved de-
'I.E'lmt'nt:_a.l to many vellels,

Light Houfi.—In the iflle Pladday, 2 mile off the land,
in the eaft part of the parifh, a light houle has lately been
erefted, with two different lights, to diftinguifh it in the

nighs
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night {rom thofe on the Mulls of Kintyre, Galloway, and
Cumbray.

Fi/b.—The fea-coaft abounds with filth of different kinds,
fuch as herring, falmon, fcate, cod, ling, lythe, flounder,
haddock, whiring, &ec. but the inhabitants have not ac-
quired the art of being very beneficial to themfelves in
fithing any of thefe but herring. There is alfo in thefe
feas a hugh fifh, called Sail-filh, which is caught by fticking
them with fharp-edged inftruments, of the harpoon kind;
they are produftive of good quantities of oil; but the
filhermen mufl be dexterous when about to flick the fifh,
as the attempt 1s fometimes dangerous.

Church, Stipend, School, Paor.~—In this parifh are two
places of worfhip, exclufive of that occupied by the cate-
chut in the north-end of the tfland. The principal paro-
chial kirk is at Kilmory, in the fouth end of the 1fland, re-
built in 1985, with Gothic windows, and 1 gallery. The
other place, called Shilken, is 6 computed miles weftward.
The Duke of Hamilton is patron, and fole proprietor, ex-
cepting two farms, The ftipend is L. 70, exclufive of a
manie und glebe.~There are two parochial {chools, The
falary allowed to the principal is L. 5o Scots, the half of
which is paid by the Duke of Hamilton, and the other by
the tenants of the dittri€t. To the other fchool is allowed
L. 40 Scots, paid alfo in halves, as aforefaid. The parifh
15 divided into 2z parochial diilri€ts; each of the fchool-
malters has 1n his own difiri, 1 s. for marriage, 6 d. fut‘
baptifm, and L. 6 Scots each for [eflien-clerkibip ; theif
number of fcholars may be §o each, more or lefs; but
there are alfo many petty fchools. The wages are invari-
ably 1 5. the quarter for reading, 1 s. 6 d. for writing, and
2 3. 6 d. for arithmetic.

4 "Fhe
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The number of poor on the parith-roll is 40, who ate
fupphed by the weckly collechons as often as the fund
admits ; but which is quite inadeq:ate to their need.  Such
therefore of them as can go about, receive alms from the
country people ; and thole who are decrepit or confined to
bed, are, in addition to the furplus received from the lef-
fion, fupported by country charity fent to thewm ; for the
people, according to their abilities, are very charitable, and

atientive to real indigtncﬂ.

Exports.—Several hundreds of black cattle are annually
exported to Ayrthire ; they are pought up by different
perfuns, and ferried in every month from May to Decem-
ber ; {o that their number cannot eaiily be aicertained. A
confiderable quantity ol barle y 15 alfo exporied to Greenock,
Saltcoats, Irvine, Ayr,and Campbelltown ; but 3 licenfed
diftillers have lately been erefted in the ifland, which will
exhauft a great part of the barley that can henceforth be
fpared. Alfo kelp 15 manufattured here, and exported,
perhaps 6o tons in the year. They alfo export fmall quan-
tities of mutton, and linen yarn, by all which comnmeodities,
they are enabled, in addition to induitry and cconomy, to
pay their reat, and anfwer the other El‘ﬁi‘gtﬂtitﬁ of their
lamilies. But as the i1{land breeds no horfes, the people
are obliged to buy at dear rates, in Argylefhire, and o-
ther places ; they allo frequently buy fheep for breed in
A yrlbire,as in ftormy fnowy winters many of their [heep die.

Advantages and Difudvantages—The chief advantages
are good water and pure air ; which are counterbalanced by
manydifadvantages. There are in this parith no {afe harbours,
by which many real lofles are fuftained; expenfe, lofs of
time, and fometimes lofs of lives and property, attend the
mnavoidable neceffity of having recourfe to extramaritime

VoL, 1X. b4 markets,
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markets, beth to fell what they cdn {pare, and buy the ms-
ny things they need.

Language~The mother tongue 1s the (zaelic, which is
univerfally fpoken ; yet perfons advanced ip years pnder-
ftand the Englifh language tolerably ; they acquire it by in-
terconrfe with other conntries, and are greatly aflifted by
having the organs of fpecch formed in their youth, it be-
ing the firft language they are taught to read.

Migratory Birds, and Ampbibious Animal.—We have
tranfient vifits of the (wan in winter, the fieldfare In time
of fnow, and the green plover in May and June, &c.—
The otter, an agile animal, and of the canine form, often
reforts here ; its fkin fetches a good price, and notwith-
ftanding his vigilance, he femetimes falls a prey to the
roarkfman ; alfo the feal, altheugh feldom ; its fkin is like-

wife valuable.

Agrictlture, We.—There are in this parith 440 horfes,
7388 cows, 2085 [heep, 102 goats. There are fown 1320
bolls ocats, 190 bolls bafle}*, 330 bolls potatoes, 18 bolls
peaie, g bolls flax-feed. The old Scotch plough is generally
ufed here, drawn by 4 horfes. The nature of the foil is
fuch, that they cannot begin early to till, and can bhave time
only to till, at an average, at the rate of about 14 bolls the

plough.~The rent of the parifh is L. 2398 a-year.

Population.~—According to Dr Webfter's report, the
numbers then were 2277, at prefent there are in the whole
- of Kilinory 3259 ; but thefe are not all f{upported by the
produce and internal indultry of the parifh, many of the
young people go to fervice to the neighbouring countries,

eipecizlly Ayrfhire ; many of the young men are employ-
> td
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ed in the (itheries ; fome in the Revenue cutters, and Ex-
cife yachts; and in time of war many are employed in
the Royal navy, and a great number in all the different
branches of Britifh trade.—~From Dippin to Earfay, (ex-
clufive of what is from Earfay to Lochranza, and which is
under the charge of a chatechift,) there have beén in the
cowmrfe of the year 1791, 41 baptifms, and 21 marriages.
Dippin is 16 miles from Earfay; Earfay 14 from Loch-
ranza. No bill of mortality kept.

NU M.
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