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NUMBER XV,

PARISH oFr KINNETTLES,

(County oF Forrar, SynoD oF Ancus aND MEARNs,
PressyTERY oF Forrar,)

By the Rev. Mr DAvVID FERNEY.

Name, Extent, Surface, Soil, A, Wc.

HE name is of Gaclic denvation, and ﬁglﬁﬁﬂ‘i “* out

“ jrom the bogg.” This name applies with peculiar
propriety to the old manfion-houfe of the eftate of Kin-
nettles, which was built clofe to a piece of marthy ground,
flill called the Bogg .  The church being built within the
boundaries of tias ellate, that circumilance pruhablj gave
the name of Kinnettles to the parith. The form of the
parith is nearly « fquare, having about 2 Englith miles
for the length of each of its 4 fides. The fouth line or
huundary feems, however, to be rather fhorter than any
of the other three. The parifh is divided by a hill, one
part of which is called Brigton, the other Kinnettles.
The hill is arable, except a few acres of rocky land on

that

#* The manfion.houfe is now removed about a fm‘lung farther from the
marih, "
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198 Statiflical Account

that divifion of it which belongs to Kinnettles, which are
planted. There are a few acres of woodland on the Brig-
ton fide. The hill continues to defcend to the 5. within
a fmall diftunce from a rivulet which runs through the
fouthern difltrict of the parifh. The weftern defcent con-
tains 4 inclofures, and then dies away into flat land,
The northern continues the leugth of 3 inclofures ; after-
ward the land is 1ather level, comprehending 3 inclofures
alfo. There 1s a like number on the eaftern dclcent,
which i1s divided into two parts. South of the rivuleta
range of {loping banks declines to the N, as far as the 1
vulet, The plantations and plealure grounds of Brigton
extend on both {ides of the little river with a {weep about
an Englifh mile in length. The houfes of Brigton, Kin.
nettles, Inverighty, with the pleafure ground, have a good
effe&t.—Our foil is various, coufilting fome of it of brown
clay, fome of loam, of loam with a mixture of clay, of
Joam with a mixture of fund ; fome of it is in quality al-
moflt mere fand.  Of this Jaft kind there 1s but a fmall pro-
portion. Our clay and black foil are deep and fertile;
fome of the ftrong land yields from 8 to 12 bolls an acre,
particularly in oats after ley, when it 1s well laid down,
Even the light foil has produced good crops with marl and
kindly treatment.-——The air is not o much iufefted with
fogs as in fome other diftriéts in Scotland, being rather dry
and healthful. We have no difeafes that can be faid to be
local. Agues are fearcely known ; fevers not epidemical;
melancholy habits are equally rare here as in moft other
diftricts, The mofl epidemical fever in my remembrance,
was about the beginning of {pring 1989, after an uncom-
monly wet winter, in a village low and wet. Qur air 13
fharp in winter, and frofty in proportion as the Grampians

are covered with fnow. We have feveral freeflone quar-
) r1es,
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ries, which are made ufe of for building houfes and fences;
fome of them yield ftones well adapted foc the purpofe of
hewing.

Animals ~Cattle and horfes are in confiderable nom-
bers, 607 of the former, 130 of the latter. No fheep, but
a few (about 40) kept principally for the ufe of gentle-
mens families ®.  The furmers in the parith rarely fellow
the plan of rearing cattle on their belt farms ; they rather
buy in and fatten. Were they, however, to adopt the
plan of rearing, they have the means of {o doing vp to 36
and B> ftone weight, when the cattle has e attained the age
of 4 or § years; and fuch catile would bring, if f:ut, from
£s, to 7s. the flone, according to the demand and the
pitehh to which they may happen to be fed.

Population, W&c~—BAccording to the return made to Dr
Weblter in 1754, the number of fouls was then 616. The
ftate of population cannot he traced far back with any de-
gree of exadlnels, The tafle for enlarging farms, and
lazing cottages, has contributed not a little to diminifh the
nember of inhabitants in this and meil country parithes in
Angus. This diminution, however, is not fo great =as
might be expefted from the number of houfes demolifh-
ed. Farmers and others, keep more femzle fervants than
are neceflary, folely for the bufinefs of hufbandry, and the
fervice of their families. When not engaged i domeflic
and farming bufinefs, they can find employment for them
in fpi:ming yarn for the green linen manufafturers. Bur

the

* We have no migratory blids, except green plovers, fwallows, and
the cuckoo, which appear in the month of April; and the woodcock, in

the beginning of winter. The fwallow difappears about the month of
Jeptember, the cuckeo about the month of July.
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200 Statiftical Account

the number gained in this manner is not equal to the num-
ber loft by the razing of houles. The amount of the prefent
population 1s 621, comprehending all ages; males 325;
females 296. There is no town in the parifh, only 1 il
lage, containing 78. The number of births for 1o years
preceding April 1790, was 165, making 16% yearly. There
is no regifter of deaths kept here.  Since 1783, on account
of the tax, there has been a regifter of burials, which con-
tains all that have been buried here, whether parifhionen
or ftrangers. This would have given certain information
of the deaths in the parifh, had it not been cuftomary here
not to confine the burying of their dead to the church-
yard of the parith. From O&ober 1783 to O&ober 1799,
there have been 28 marriages. But this article may rea-
dily occafion a miltake, and a return of many more mar-
riages may poflibly be given than have actually taken place
in it. When the bridegroom refides in one parifth, and the
bride in another, there may be a report of the fame mar-
riage from both thefe parilhes,

Males. Females.
Under 10, 68 Under ro, 49
From 1o to 25, o1 From 10 to 20, 81
20to 50, 1I6 20 to §0, 118
50 to 70, 42 §0 to %0, 43
7o to 100, 8 — 0 to 100, 3§

The oldeft inhabitant at prefent is a woman in her geoth
year, and 2 men going 85. 1 recolleét no tradition of re-
markable old age here. Exclufive of pendicle tackimen,
who depend not on farming alone for their {ubfiftence, we
have 6 farmers, befides 2 gentlemen who farm part of
their own eftates. Their families in all contain 167 per-

fons. There are 3 farms, on which the poffeffors do not
3 refide:
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refide ; and 1 of thele yields the higheft rent. The circum-
fltance of non refidence on thefe farms diminithes confider-
ably the number of this clafs. The number of heritors 1a
§, and 2 of them refide. The number of manutacturers
is 58 ; of handicraftimen, 20 ; apprentices, 6. Houfehold
fervants are 5 male, 16 female, There are ;6 labouring
fervants, 51 male, 25 female ; here I huve marked only
hired fervants. With moft of our farmers, the fons and
daughters of the family fupply, in a confiderable degree,
the place of fervants. “Lhere is 1 artift employed in con-
du@ting a flax-yarn mill. Labouring fervants often go
from one parifh to another. We have z refiding heritors,
Mr Douglas of Brigton, and Mr Bower of Kinnettles, ».

of Rincaldrum, Their families confift of 25 perfons, excln-
five of domeftic fervants. Lord Strathmore is one of the
heritors, but has no manfion-houfe here; alfo Mr Simfon
of [nverighty, who has a manfion-houfe here, but refides
in Edinburgh. There is 1 clergyman, 26 Epifcopalians, 5
Roman Catholics, 1 Seceder, 589 of the Eftablithed Church,
93 married men, 45 buchelors at the age of 21, widowers,
12; marriages, upon an average, may produce 533. There
13 no aceount of any having died of want. MNo recollee-
tion of muiders or fuicides, except one fuicide commirted
by 2 woman about 20 years fince *, Very few hav. emi-

Vor. IX. Ce grated.

* We have bands of durdy beggars, male and female or, a5 thev are
ufiually called, tinkers: whole infolence, idlenefs, and auhonefty, are an
affront to the police of our country. Thefe peifons are 1eady for prey of
all hinds, Every thing that can fupply them with provifians, or biing
them money, is their fpoil, if it can be obtained with any appearance of
fafery, They file off in fimall parties, and have their places o rendezvous,
Wllﬁtre: they choofe to billet themlelves at eaft for one dav ; nor do they
fail generally to ma. ¢ ;ood then +uarters, us the farmer is afiaid to res
fufe to0 anfver their demands, or to complain of the oppreifion under
wrhich he latoure,
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grated. None have been banifhed, or obliged to leave
the parifh for want of employment. No uninhabited
houfes. The number of the mhabited 1s 126 ; the propor-
tion of houfes to the number of inhabitants is as 1 : 4142
On account of the increaled fize of farms, and the pradtice
of inclofing, population does not feem to be fo great now
as it was 2§ years ago. Farmers were then accuftomed to
have 1 or 2 houfes on their farms, with a fmall gquantity of
land, which were intended for the accommodation of one
or two married fervants, BSince the inclofing and labour-
ing of ground with attention have taken place, that ac
commodaron for married fervants is withdrawn, and o-
ther {ervants are thereby difcouraged from marrying. The
fervant finds, too, that when married, he cannot fo eafily
find a place with a farmier, whom, perhaps, he would be
moft willing to ferve; nor are maflers, in general, fond of
retaining married fervants. In faét, there 13 no clafs a
mong whom marriages are fo infrequent, as farmers fer-

vants.

Produitions, Agriculture, 9c.—Almoft al] the vegetables,
plants and trees in Scotland are to be found here, and thrive
in our foil and climate ; and we have fuch animals as are
common to the low countries of Scotland, Rent of befl 2
rable land is from 18s. to L. 1, §s. the acre. Size of farms
i3 from 42 to 200 acres, and upwards. Farms, at an ave-
rage, about L. 88 yearly. There is at lealt 4-5ths of the
parifh inclofed. The number of acres under the different
crops, at prefent, is nearly as follows :~—3583 in oats, 335 I
barley, 26 in wheat, 33 in peafe, 28 in lint, 84 in turnips,
22 in potatoes, 174 in cutting grals, and 747 in pafture; 3-
mounting in all to nearly 20651 acres. There are 31 plough
drawn by 3 or 4 horfes ; §6 carts; 1 coach; x two-wheel-

ed chaife. Exclufive of what fome heritors retain in thew
own
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own hands, the land-rent of the parilh may be about L. 1600
Sterling. The parifh fupplies itfelf with provifions. Be-
fides what is fufficient for that purpofe, a confiderable quan-
tity of oat-meal is fent to the neighbouring towns; and
perhaps 42 of our barley 1s conveyed partly to the towns
in the county, and partly to others at a greater diitance, to
be manufaftured there. The attention of our farmers has
never been turned to the rai.ﬁng of hemp. We know not
what it is in this country to turn land into grafs, without
fuwitlg it with gr'.{il-;-fn:i:dﬁ. All our hay. grafs, and pafture
on land fit for til!ugﬁ:, are artificial gr::‘iﬁ:s. YWe have fome
pafture {about 12s acres) on mire and mofs ground, which
i3 patoral grafs; fuch lands having oot, as yet, been
brought under culture. There are about 20 acres of moor,
and 12 or 16 of plantations. The grals-feeds fown here
are red and white clover, about 1g or 20 lb. to the acre,
1-3ds red, and 1-3d white. We add 6 or 8 pecks of rye-
grals feed, which has frequently a mixture of rib-grafls or
plantane. Commonly this artificial grafs 1s cut the two
firft years for hay, and houfe-feeding for cows and horfes in
fummer. I attempted once to introduce the tall yellow
clover, and commiflioned a quantity of the feed of that
grafs, as being of a lels dangerous quality than the red clo-
ver. I was difappointed, having got only a dwarf, grovei-
hng, unprofitable kind, inftead of that which I commif-
fioned, T neverattempted to introduce it again, nor has it
# yet lound its way into the parifh *.

Stipend,

* Our wheat, in greneral, s fown from the end of September 1o the 29th
of Oftober. We fow oats as fuon &3 the ground i3 fufficiently dry for re-
Cewing it. Sometimes land is fit for feed in February, as in 17793 at o
ther times, not till the middle of April. The defirable time for our foil,
A general, is to Legin about the 1oth or 15th of March. On dry land,

i goad condition, with a good feafon, there will be a luxuriant crop,
though
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Stipend, School, Foor, ¥¢~~The flipend, in money, is
L. 44: 3 : 32 Sterling; in viétual, 2 chalders of meal, and
1 chalder of barley, each kind valued at £35s. 4 d. which,
with the old glebe, about 6 acres, and 2% aeres of moor,
obtained in lieu of a {ervitude, at L. 1, 10 s. the acre, the
whole may be rated at L.88:18:3. In point of benefi,
I am much at a lofs how to eftimate a glebe. A minifler
labouring it at the expenfe of L. 14 for a man-fervant’s

wages

though fown fo early. Inwettifh land and not inte fuch order, there wiil
be Little ftraw, and altogether & delicient crop, of st be not fown confide-
ably later. Enghth Larley, which demands our beft foul, and in the Lagh
eft condition, reguires to be fown from the 23th of Apnl tn the gth ot
May, in arder to produce good and fufficiently early grain 3 Scoteb bariey,
from the beginmng to the I5th of May; common Scotch bear, from the
roth to the 2<th of May. Our peale are of the haftings kind, and do e
vequire o be fuwn hefore the muddle or 2oth of Apnl.  Tantfeed, fhom
the 2oth to the end of April. It was earlier with fome 1ot feafon, Ly I4
or 2o days; but wheie this was the cate, the feed lay uncommonly lung
the groumd wathout fhooting ; fome of it was fickly during a good part of
fumuner ; nor could it be {aid t+ be fooner ready for pulling, than that
which had been fown about the ufual time, Smart mghts and moreings
are frequent about the end of Apnl, 1endering the hint crop very un.
certain, if 1t ger above ground before the 1t of May. They plant pota-
taes from the 2oth of Apni to the beginning of May ; and fuw turups
from tha Ioth to the 20th or 22d of June. The reaping tune mult vary
according 1o the nature of the fummer. Hay, which is not witer aed ful
feed. is cut from the 1ft to the 1oth of July; what is inteaded o 13e
grafs feed, & or 10 days later. Lint harveft is from the 12th to the 25th
of Auguft, fometimes a few days later, The earhieft and larest con
mencement of barley harveft, which I remember, was the 15th of Augutt,
and the lait day of September. In the yeais 1975, 1779, ard 1383, the
barley haivelt began from the 15th to (he 8th of Auguft ; in the yed
1782, it began the laft day of September. The barley harveil ufually be
gins about the 1t or gth of September. Wheat is cut down about the
fame time with barley. Our barley, for the moft part, begins to be cut
down about 10 or x4 days before the beginnmng of oat harveft, In 177%
the corns on dry farms weie all got in by the 1oth or 12th of September.
In 1782, they were not got in with fome till the 23d of Novemlcl;
with others, fome days later.
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wages and board, with two horfes kept for the purpofe,
muit be a confiderable lofer. It was an unlucky circam.-
flance, in affigning land to minifters, that the Legiflature
did not think of allotting more. 20 or 25 acres might
have been managed with very lirtle additional expenfe.
The Crown 1s patron. The manfe was bmlt in 934, and
was repaired in 1785. The tme at which the church was
built is not known; it got a repair 2 good many years
ago.— L he fchoolmafter’s falary is L. 5. Number of fcho-
lars, fromy 20 to 30, at 1s. 3d. the guarter, for 3 quarters
of the year. “lThe fees are L. 4:13:9; fees for regiflira-
tion of baptifms and maurriages, and falary as feflion-clerk,
L.2-8:4. The amount of the whole is L.12:2:1; 2
fum lefs by L. 2 Sterling than the income of a common la-
bourer.—T he number of poor is 7. The 2nnual contribu-
tions are about L. 13, 163, There are fome feats in the
church belonging to the poor, which yield L. 2, x2 5. year.
17. Intereft of money, about L. 2, 8s. ln all, L. 8, 16s. %,

Mifcellanecus

* The price of mecat, 4o years ago, may be rated at ¢ d. the pound.
Now all kinds of butcher meat, of the beft guality, fetch from 3314d. to 44,
the pound. Hens were then 4 4. and now about 135, and other poultry
in the fame proportion.  DButter, 4o vears ago, was 4d the pound ; now
it fetches from X d. to 10d.  Cheeie, | prelume, was not fold by weight
at the diftance of 47 yems butwas then proportionably low ; now it falls
fism 55 to 6s. the ftone, the ftone confitting of 24 Englith pounds.
Wheat is now from 18z to L. 1, % s, ; bear, from 103, to L.1. Thele
bigheft prices of wheat and barley have not been pmid for many years,
txtept in 5782, The uvfual prnice of barley and oat-meal is from
T2, to 16s. Forty yeais ago, grain was in general from 33 to g5
theaper ages, without boasd, for a day:labourer, are 1s or 13, I d.;
dcarpenter, 1 5. 4 d. 3 tador, 15 ¥ d.; brickleyer and mafon, 1 9. 6 d. or
14 8d.-—~The fuel generally made ufe of 1= peat. Gentlemen ufe coal
| then families ; it is alfo part of the fuel in fome farm.houfes. Many
burn nothing but peat, broom, and furze. We are under the neceffity of
Tefpy ting for peat to a neighbouring parilh at the diftance of about 2
Englith mites from & great part of this diftriét. .Any mels we have in

the
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Mifecellancous Obfervations.—We labour under no difad.
vantages, but fuch as are common to us with almoft all
the county of Angus; the want of falt, lime and coal.
'We have all the advantages which are enjoyed by other
inland difiriéts ; and are {upplied with marl from pits near
the boundaries of the parilh. Hounfes unconneéted with
land, dont yield, I think, L. 12 Sterling, Farm houfes are
in cumulo with the farms. Such houfes being now an ar.
ticle of confiderable expenfe, the landlords begin to fpe-
cify a rent, according to a certain rate of intercit on the

money laid out in building, w/z. about w per cent.—The
writer

the parith, i- not dug. Onr evals ate fiom the Forth, hy fea carnage o
Pundee. Mofli-dues to the proptictor, ate g Jd. in one mofs, 6 in ano.
ther, the cart-load. The ufual price of coal s 45 the boll, the holl

weighing 56 ftone —The 1ate of commaon labourers wages 15 the {une as

that of farmels fervants.

Hufbands wages, - . - L &8 o ¢

Bleal, in place of maintenan<»~, 2 pecks a-week, w.th hlk, g 11 o
dnduftry of the wife, befides the care of the famuly, - 2 Iz ©
- .t 9 ©

Armount of the.r funds for one year,

This a-week 15 6 s, :t._% d. I make nn doubt but it may fuff. e for the
plamn diet and clothing which fuch famulies ule.  Let us fuppoiv the tami-
ly to be numerons, I allow only the hutband and wife, and 5 children, to
dcpend on this weekly allowance, viz. one child of 8 years, one of 6, one
of 4, one of 2, and an infant. When the youngelt of thefe 515 boin, 4
boy or girl of the fumily, who had rcached the age of ra years, goes to
feavice, and the buaden of that child 1s taken away, A boy or gulat 8
years of age becomes ufvful in the family, and enables the mother to ul
her indultry for increafing their funds. When a few of the chaldren get
above 1o years, they increafe the Living of the fanuly very conlideiably
3f the labvurer be a farmer’s fervant, the farmer generally ailows him 2
day for digging peats, and fone draughts of carts for bringing home his
fuel.---The wages of male fervants, in hufbandry, are in general about L. ¥
Sterling, with mdiutenance in the family, or 6. holls of oat-meal yeari;,
with a wfhoient quantity of milk. A maid-fervaut has L. 3 Steihing, with

maintenauce,
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writer of the Roman department of the Univerfal Hiftory,
is faid to have been a native of this parifh.—~The people
in genersl are of an equal degree of flrength, compared
with the inhabitants of other counties in Scotland. We
have fome who may be accounted flrong. One man, in
particular, might ftand high in the lift of flrong men in
any county of Britain. The talleft man, within our
bounds, wants, I think, about half an inch of 6 feet high.
They are of different fizes, from about 6 feet down to g
feet 4 or 5 inches, perhaps a very few below that height.
The ordinary ftature is about g feet 7 inches. Women,
in general, are about § feet high. Exclufive of fhoes, we
JMave ladies, whofe height is from § feet 4 to 5 feet 7 in-
ches. The complexions of the people, are fome ruddy,
fome pale. They have all, however, a healthy appear-
ance ; and are pretty remarkable for an acutenels of ge-
nius, which enables them to attain te dexterity in the dif-
ferent occupstions in which they employ their talents,—
The people are very much dilpofed to induftry. The on~
ly manufafiure is green linen, or ofnaburgh. There are
58 hands employed in that branch of weaving. We have
a fpinning mill for flax yain. It is on a fmall feale, in-
tehded to contain 120 pirns. A corn mill is converted to
that purpofe. It is.in contemplation of the Company to
extend their plan, if the experiment now making fhall an-
lwer their expeltations. In the mean time, they are bufy
ﬁﬂjuﬁing their apparatus, of which they have made trial ;
and the yarn which it throws, locks well, and is thonght
tobe of a very good quality. This work is carrying om
!?r}f virtue of a leafe of patent privilege from a Company
n England,—We have but very few inftances of fondnefs
for a feafaring life. Nor are the people much addifted
‘0 @ military one : the army not having, at any period, in
the memory of man, obtained any confiderable fupply

here.
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bere. The inhabitants in general are wconomical, and
sugment, rather than diminifh their flock. They are well
clothed and fed. *Superior induflry affords them a plenti.
ful fupply of the neceflaries and comforts of life. Among
ane clals, however, ccconomy does not {eem to have been
much regarded.—The whole landed property has been
transferred by fale fince the year 1743. Prices of land
have been, I prefume, about 2§ years purchafe, or perhaps
a litile more.—~We have few calls for extraordinary exer.
tions of humanity ; in clamant cafes of diftrefs, I can eafi-
ly believe our people capable of extraordinary beneficence.
"They enjoy, in a confiderable degree, the advantages and
comforts of fociety : contented with their accommodation,
few remove to diftant parts of the country, or emigrate to
foreign countries.~—Thke circumilances moft extenfively
diﬂrﬂﬂing, are thofe which affet the manufafturers of
green linen. They depend on two countries, Ruflia for
their raw materials, and the Weft Indies and part of A-
merica for the fule of their manufafture. A bad crop of
flix in Ruflia, or the jobbing {piiit of the merchants there,
or extraordinary profits to the importers of the flax, often
reduce the profits of thefe manufallurers to a mere trifle
“This evil, I think, might be removed, if flax raifing could
‘be brought to a {yftem, which would render a flax crop
equally certain with any other crop. Our foil is pretty
much adapted to the raifing of flax, and the plan of farm-
ing here is fuch, that the farmer could eafily employ 2
few acres in cultivating it. In this cafe, there would be
only the chance of the fale market againft the manufaéto-
rers. But although grievances were redreffed as much 33
poflible, it is flill a queftion, whether that is not the moft’
defirable manufafture which is fupplied with materials
from the country itfelf, and has the benefit of a home

market, fopnded on the natural demand of the inhabitants
for
3
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for the manufaftured articles ®*.—As to the manners of
the people, they are diftinguithed from thofe of a period
g0 or 40 year$ ago, as there is more induftry, attention, en-
terprife and fobriety. Their cuftoms are much the fame

Vor. IX. Dd . as

# The public road from Peith, thiough Strathmoere, wmfr.h pafles thio'
this panih, is repuring on a new plan, and will {foon be fimifhed within
our bounds, unlefs it fhall be deemed necellary to wuden ot It was be.
gun to be repuired in avtumn 1789. Owing to the fpinted plan of fub.
feiiptions from the gentlemen in the county, the 1o0ad from Forfor to Dun-
dee, part of which paffes through this panth, 15 proceeding on the fame
plan,  All the couuty roads in Angus wie to be 1epared from the (ob-
fenption-fund.  We are muoch indebted to the exertions of My Louglas
of Brigton, who tranfadts and i'l.lpcr:ntr.nds the butinefs of the road from
Foifar to Dundee, and for feveral miles on the Stratimoie road. Yo ren-
der the road convenient, fteep banks are avaoided, and on Mr Douglas’s
ground in this pardh, the road takes a new divection for 1L miles through
wclofures of land of very excelient quality.  The rule is not to admat, if
poflille, above 1 foot of rife in 20, Thefe roads have turnpikes, and all
the county roads either have or are to have them. ©Our farners are much
reconciled to turnpikes, and unagine that the accommodation obtatned in
this way, is cheap, Statate.labour is not exadted w kind.  Since the plan
Iy fubicription tooh place, the commmntation-money is to be applied to the
repatning of the private roads. We have two bridges i the paruh; one
on the road from Forfar to Glammis, was bailt by fubfeription, at leail in
part, ahout 21 vears lince, and 13 1n good condition ; the other, on the
1wad from Forfar to Dundee, is intended to be taken down, and another
buailt at fome fmall diftance.==In the year 14932, our dieit lands were not
fir fo receiving feed till the 16th or 19th of April. There was not a blade
of oats to be feen till about the rath of Muay, in this neighbourhood,
which 15 rather an early diftrict. The barley-feed time was very back-
ward. Abuut the zoth of May, we had rain for §2 hours, without in.
termuffion. The fummer was cold and wet; and on the 16th of Auguit,
we had an uncommon fload, which chilled the ground fo as to deprive it
of the warmth neceflary for Glling and ripening the corns.  On the mom-
g of the i2th of September, we had hoarfroft as thick as at Chnitmas.
"_1']}““ 7 o’clock that morning, the fun was bright, and had influence fuf.
belent to mett the froft; and, in a few minutes, peafe and potatoes had the
look of having been dipped in boiling water. The effeét of this froit
Made the farmer imagine that harveft was nigh. The corns affumed a

whitith appearance, and the frft rain threw it in nppearance feveral ftages
back.
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as at that period. Their drefs is more gay, and expenfive;
their living more plentiful. Though it is not the cafe in
this parith, to any confiderable degree, in fhow, expenfe,
manner of living, and drefs, there is an imitation of fupe.
riors creeping into the country. FPerhaps 30 years ago, the
boundaries between the ranks were more diftintly marked,
and more attentively obferved. Inferior ranks begin not to
feruple to invade the boundaries of thofe above them. The
genins of the people leads them to induftry and enterprife;
befides, they are very communicative. This difpofition
fuffers no experiment to lie concealed, either as to the man-

net

back. The corns were changed from green to whitith, and from whitifh te
green, according as froft or 1ain happened to prevail.  Our lower, ableff,
and beft lands, which will produce 8, 10, or 11 bolls of oats an acre mn
gond years., yielding from 15 to 16, or perhaps 17 pecks of meal the bol,
that year yielded 4 or g bolls an acre, and thefe yielding not above 8, 10,

or 11 pecks of meal the boll, I heard of fome oats in the county, which
yielded only mill duft, inftead of meal. Barley of that crop, which was
much ufed for meal, fell greatly fhort, both of its ufual quantity and qua-
lity.  he higher grounds, raifed above the region of the noxious hoar-
frofts. had a more equal progrefs towards ripening And thele high, weak,
light grounds, not reaped tili the month of November, produced oats,
yielding about 1§ pecks of meal the boll. Thefe giounds were lefs hurt
by the froft and rain. Of that crop, farmers paying confiderable 1ents,
could fcarcely procure as much cat-meal from their farms, as was fuffici-
ent for their own families, and oats for fowing their ground. People, both
in towns and the countiy, traverfed the country and particularly this pa-
ypith, where we had feveral mills and thought themfelves lucky if they
could obtain a peck or two of meal, to fupply the immediate and urgent
demands of their families. They would gladly have given more than the
high current price, to have been affured of finding it at any particular

place. The fearcity continued through fummer 19833 and had it not
been for a fupply of Englifh oats from Leith, I doubt not but fome muft
have perithed for want. Some farmers, forefeeing the diftreffed condiuon
of the country, fowed fome barley early. Great guantities of potatoed
were planted, and the harveft of 1793 was early. By thefe means, the
rountry obtained a fpeedy and pretty plentiful fupply. Amidft the fear-
eity of provifions, there was one comforting circumftance. The pcﬂpih i
geogral, were not diftrefled for want of money.
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ner of condufting it, or as to its fuccels. Their fpirit of
enterprife makes them eafily adopt a new plan, when fair-
ly recommended by its fucceds ; and their induftry fecures
their doing juftice to any plan which they may adopt.
Free from the fetters of prejudice, they follow, let the
leader be whem he will, if they are warranted by fair,
well tried, fuccefsful experiments.  That {piric has bronght
this country to be able to {upport double or triple the
number of inhabitants, which it could have done 30 or 40
years ago. A great deal of walle ground has been brought
under culture ; and lands which then would have yielded
3 or 4 bolls an acre, now produce 8 or 12, and {ometimes
more. Lhis is the cafe, more or lefs, with the country of
Strathmore, and in the county of Angus : 1 know no past
of the country where farming is carried on to greater per-
fedtion than in this very parith ~—Befides a great increafle
in the quantity of corn, there is a confiderable addition of
profit by the rearing and fattening of cattle. Infiead of
the ftinted and famifhed breed, of which the farmer's ftore
confilted 40 years aAgo, cattle can now be reared to a con-
fiderable fize, and fetch a slecent price, to compeniate the
trouble and expenfe ; fatted cattle generally fell well. Our
tarmers fatten through the winter, fome 1o, {ome 16, fome
20, fome 30 cattle. Some of thefe are partly fed with tur-
nips, firaw and hay; fome with turnips and hay. Sudh
@ are fed wholly on turnips and hay, can be biought to
4 degree of fatnefs, not exceeded in any part of Scotland.
The greateft part of our paflure and hay foggage is em-
ployed for the purpofe of fattening. Turnip crops keep
the land clean, und the great proportion of patture gives
them vigour to produce good corn crops when broken up.
==There is a grievance, which, though in one view, it affects
but a fingle individual in a parifh, yet is very extenfive int

its
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its influence ; I mean the pitiful living of fchoolmaflers.
In fact, there is no cccupation among us, or in the country
in general, from which greater profits may not be obtain-
cd. What extent of learning and qualifications is to be
demanded or expefted from a perfon, whofe office yields
him hardly the bare neceflaries of Life? 1 think we are
juft on the verge of having fchools remaining vacant ; the
office being ftripped of every thing that can induce a2 man
of any capacity to accept of it—Allow me to make ano-
ther obfervation. In relpe& to the poor, matters feem to
be very improperly condufted. We are importuncd by
people from almoft every county in Scotland ; whofe fto-
ries may be true or falfe ; and whofe circumftances may
therefore entitle them to charity, or may not. ©Much good
would accrue to the pubiic, if fuch wvagrants were con-
fined to their refpefive parifhes. Their circuomitances
might then be exaélly known; temptations to fullchood
would be taken away; idlenels would be prevented; per-
fons able to contribute in any refpeét to their {ubfiftence,
would be obliged to exert their induftry, or would fuffer
the reward due to their negle&t. Here, however, an ob-
jc&iml occurs, namely, That fome parifhes, from the {ean-
tinefs of their funds, and the great number of their poor,
are unable to fupply, in any comfortable manner, all the
poor within their bounds., Where colleftions, dedicated
to the fupport of the poor, are not fufficient for neceflary
fupplies, let there be afleffments.  This would oblige land-
cd gentlemen, and others, on whom fuch afleflments might
be chiefly laid, to exert themfelves, by introducing manu-
faftures, or other means of fubfiftence. The number of
poor would thereby be diminithed ; thofe who might fill
need parochial fupply, would be lefs indigent, and others

become able to bear a part of the burden of the unavoidably
Pﬂﬂ!‘.
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poor. So long as mankind are fupported by ftrolling, the
induftry and ingenuity of thoulands muft be loft to the
community, and vice cherifhed to a con{iderable degree.
—The decreale of population in country parithes, and the
great refort of people to towns, is an evil much to be re-
gretted, Though this mode fhiould continue, it is not im-
robable that there may be fiill a gradual increafe of in-
{:a.hitﬂnt.a over Scotland. But the quellion 1s, by which of
thefe two plans may population be fuppofed to increafe
mott ; whether, by a well peopled flate of country parifh-
es, or by extending and crowding the towns. In all infec-
tious diltempers, fuch as fevers, {mall-pox, mealles, hoop-
ing cough, the danger to children is greatedt in towns.  As
to inoculated {mall pox, the diftemper may be introduced
i towns at a favourable feafon, and, when introduced, it
takes its range of infeftion, and before its courfe is finith-
ed, the hot unfavourable feafon arrives, and the diftemper
generally becomes malignant and fatal. In the country,
mfection from this diftemper may be more eafily avoided,
and I hope to fee whole parithes taking fuch rational
views of inoculation, as to agree to have all their children,
who have not had the diflemper, put under inoculation,
at the fame time, during the favourable feafon ; a viftory
over prejudice, not to be expeflted univerfally in large
towns, But dropping this confideration, the fickly looks
of many childien, in large, erowded, ill fitnated, or ill con-
fructed towns, fhow that the country is the preferable
Place for children. Inhabitants of large towns are fenfible
of this, who rejoice in the opportunity of having them fet-
tled in the country, elpecially after they have been ailing,
85 the only means of reftoring their health and wigour.
But how is the prevailing refort to towns to be prevented,
When the prefent tafle is, to raze or fuffer almoft every
houfe.
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houfe to go to decay, which is pot conducive to the bene.
fit of a farm? Might not the building one or two neat
villages in every country parifh, be the meuns of prevent
ing this great concourfe of inhabitants to the towns. They

might be ereéted in a dry fituation, and calculated for con.

venience as well as health. Suppofing thefe villages to be

inhabited by mechanicz, manufalturers, day-labourers,
farmers fervants and widows, there might be one or two
{mall farmers conneéted with the village, who might have
leifure, and be induced to perform carriages to the villa-

gers for hire *.

#* Perfonal fervices are ftill performed here. They are {pecified and
limited. Occupiers of a houfe and gaiden, or of a houfe, garden, and one
or two acres of land, perform forne days work occafionally, as the pro.
prietor may happen to require them in the courfe of the year. Such te-
nants as poflefs ground fufficient to enable them to keep a horfe, belides
the above fervices, are bound to perform two horfeback carriages in the
courfe of the year, as far as Dundee, which is about 12 miles, or to a fimi-
jar diftance. Greater tenants are bound to bring a certain number of
bolls of coals from Dundee to the proprietors houfe, which reguire 2 0r 3
days work of their carts Befides, they muft give a day’s work of all thewr
reapers, for cutting down the proprietors corns. Thefe go by the gene-
ral name of fervices, in place of the old arrhage and cairiage, wiiuch were
very comprehenfive.  Arsbage, I take to be from the Latin, ars, to till 5
and implied the driving out of the manure for the propnietor's farm,
Pluughing and harrowing his ground, reaping in harveft, and bunging
home his hay and corns. The old fervice of carriage was very unlim.ted,
and very tyrannically exadted —From 16 to 3o years back, from the pre
{ent time, about 37 cottages were raZed, or became ruinous. Fiom 1o to
17 years back, [0 or 11 new cottages have been erected ; an increale ttf
{mall houfes has begun to take place; a mull, for fpinning flax.yarn, 1
building ; and a village is begun, for accommodating the hands to be em-
ployed, which will require a confliderable number of houfes. The em-
ploying of cottagers in agriculture, increafes population. A houfe for ac-
dating a family, is a confiderable inducement for & lervant to m-tl:-
ry ; and, from having 2 houfe and an acre or two of land, a fervant 1§
more inclined to remain in his mafter’s fervice. Hired fervants are ant to

be touchy and petulant, by being lefs dependent, as having it more caﬁ_ljr
in
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in their power to remove from one place to another. A hired fervane,
however, has the chance of ohtauning more extenfive knowledge, by 10me,
times changing hus place,—~There i3 no poft-town nearer than Forfar, =
bout 3 miles diftant fro.n the centre of this parith. We have one ale-
houfe; ne inn.  Als-haufes are not fo muchreforted te, a3 30 o 40 yeary
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