of Kirknewton. ALYy
NUMBER XXVIL
PARISH or KIRENEWTON,

(CouvTy or EDINBURGH, SYNoD of LoTHIAN awdp
TwEEDDALE, PRESBYTERY oF EDINBURGE).

F

By the Rev. Mr WiLriaMm CAMERON,

Name, Sitwation, Extent, Soil, &ec.

NDER this title are comprehended two parifhes,
Kirknewton and Eaft 'Calder. now within the bounds

of the prefbytery of Edinburgh, though formerly the latter
belonged to the prefbytery of Linlithgow, and was an.
ciently called Calder Cleir * and Calder Clericus. The
union of thefe two pariflres took place 40 yearsago. A
few church and manfe, both very deceat buildings, were
then

% The Earl of Morton takes his title of dignity from the lands of
Mortoune, lying in this parifh, and belenging to his Lordthip, as appears
from the minutes of the Scotch Parliament 14th March 14578, and
from an inftrument there referred to, in which are thefe words: Tunc
vero ditus Dominus Cancellarius, {Epifcopus Brechen), declaravit dic.
Yam Dominum de Dalkeith, non intitulari debere in difto comitatu pre
ferris de Martoune, in dcminio de NYddifdale exiffient ; fed pro terris de
Mortoune im Calder Cleir jaceat,”
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408 Statiftical Account

then erefted in a new and centrical fitnation. Calder, ac-
cording to one etymology, feems to fignify water and wood,
from coille, * wood,” and dor, ¢ water.” The name Kirk-
newton appears to be derived from a village {o called near
the old church, and about.a quarter of a mile from the new
one., The parith is about 4 miles broad, and 6 long from
N.to 5. On the N. it is bounded by the river Amond,
which falls into the frith of Forth at Cramond ; and on the
S. it is wafhed by the water of Leith, which difcharges it
felf into the fea at Leith. There is plenty of lime here of
excellent quality, in different parts of the parith, which
is carried to many miles diftance all around. Several
country gentlemen have lately formed an affociation, and
opened a fubfeription, in order to explore the ground in
this and fome neighbouring parifhes, in fearch of coal.
"This fearch is now making on the lands of Leith-head here,
belonging to Mr Swanfon. If this laundable and patriotic
purpofe fucceed, it will prove a great benefit to this part
of the country. But as good ceal is at a confiderable di-
ftance, it is hoped this difadvantage may be remedied in
another way, as a canal is mow proje&ed and intended to
pafs through this parifh between Edinburgh and Glafyow,
which will provide thefe cities, and all the adjacent coun-
try with plenty of coal, limeflone, iron, &ec. of the beft
quulity. An.excellent coal, which is moft general y vfed
here, is br.ught from Benhaar, on the Glafgow road, 1§
miles diftant, Coal of an inferior quality is to be got in
great plenty at the mines of Blackburn, Bathgate, and o-
ther places, at the diftance only of g, 6, and 7 miles to the
§. and W. 'The price paid at the mine for coal is gene-
rally 434d. a-load, 6 of which are a common cart-load, from
twelve to fourteen hundred weight, drawn fometimes by
one, and {umctimes by two herfes. Such a cart load from

Benhaar cofls ys. Sterling. The appeatance of the paﬁf;
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is level and fertile towards the N, on the S. it is hilly, but
not rocky or fteeply mountainous.

Agriculture—~—The green hills afford good f{heep-pafture,
and in {everal places might yield excellent green crops of
potatoes, turnip, &ec. if properly cultivated for this pur-
pole. Thefe crops begin now to be more generally raifed
than formerly, and the farmers to be better reconciled to
them, though fome of the lower clafles and more ignorant
are {till averfe to thefe valuable improvements, being wed-
ded to their old abfurd and unfkilful praétices. But the
frequent fatlures and loffes that attend new fchemes at-
tempted by more {peculative and opulent farmers, to them
appear {ufficient reafon for not too rafhly changing the
plans and practices of their forefathers, and giving up a
fure, though moderate profit, for the uncertain hopes of un-
experienced theorifts, The culture of field-turnip and
cabbage is but Iately introduced here; and the Iarl of
Morton, who of 63 ploughgates in the parifh pofleffes 28,
fecms at prefent very anxious to promote and encourage
this plan of agricunlture among his tenants. The rent of
land, exclufive of the pooreil outficld, is from ro0s. to
L. 2 an acre. The Englifh plough, with 2 horfes, is moft
generally ufed, though fome faurmers flill prefer the old
Scotch plough, with 4 horfes and a driver. Of late the
rent of land is greatly incrcafed. Farms that about 2o
years ago let at 1os. an acre, are now more than 20; and
thofe which even 6 years ago puid L. 20 of rent, now let
at L. 30. Burt the plan of hufbandry is much better now
than formeily, and the land hence greatly improved in va-
lue. The real rent of the parith within thefe few years, has
confequently been raifed feveral hundred pounds. It can-
not at prefent, for particular reafons, be exaétly alcertain-
ed. The rotation of crops is variable according to the va-

Vor, I1X, 3 F rious

¥ The University of Edinburgh
The Univergily ol Glasgow



410 Statiffical Account

rious foils. The moft common, in the richer grounds, ¥
fommer-fallow, wheat, peafe, beans, barley, oats. Of late
it has been found, that both wheat and barley have fuc.
ceeded as well, this after turnip, and that after cabbage, as
after a fummer.fallow, when the ground is properly dref-
fed. Rye grafs and clover are fown with wheat, oats, flax,
but moft commenly with barley. Wheat has lately been
introduced into the moors with promifing fuccefs, where it
never was feen or attempted before. A great deal of milk,
butter, cheefe, eggs, poultry, veal, is daily cxported and
fold in the Edinburgh market. The real produce of the
parifh cannot be afcertained, as there is a great importation
as well as exportation, chiefly to and from Edinburgh, of

which no diftinét account has ever been kept *.
(. lrmnte,

#* Labour and AWaiter—The want of cottagers and day-labourers is of-
ten f{inartly feit hy the farmer, sipecially in harveft; and if then place
were not fupplied by the Highlandeis, upon whom they fo much depend
for cutting down their ctops, they would be reduced to the ufe of the
fcythe, or fome fuch more evperhitious method than that of the fickie.
The firft threfhing machine in this panith was erefted by Mr Waugh of
Eafter Newton. The ufe of thefe has lately become general n this coun-
try. The common wages of a day-labourer, for a man, are from 1s 10
1 s. 2d. in fommer, and Iod. in winter a day; for a woman, 6 d.; for

an hired man-fervant, from L. 6 to L. 10 a-year, with a pair of (hoes, and

a cart of coals, in the half year. If he live in his own houfe, he has LS

bolls of meal, befides L. 1, 65, for what is called kitchen monty.
(This is an allowasce of money, at the rate of 6 d. a-week, in place of
milk, butter, beer, Jc ) He has alfo fumetimes a cow's grafs, with &
much ground as may fow 2 firlot of barley. The wagesof 2 muad fer

Mafons and bricklayers receive from

vant are penerzlly L 3 a year.
A-

¥s. 8d. to 2 3. aday; flaters, 2 5. 6 d.; tailors, 8 d. with viftuals )
bout 50 years ago butter fuld at 4 d. a-pound, 2 good lamb at 35.5 beet
The poultry in rentals was valued at halk a-merk. All

13 d and a2 d,
The people, huweveh

thefe articles are now more than doubled in price,
in general, enjoy a rompetent fhare of the comforts of life and every mat
who is able to work, and who is induftrious, may decently maintam him-
felf and a familys In the year t-8a2 much difkrefs would have entued
to the lower people, had it not been prevented by a liberal contriby-
tion of the heritors for their relief,
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Climate, Difeafes~—The air is remarkably pure and
healthy. A native of this parifh died in the neighbour-
hood fome months ago, aged 106, bhaving followed his
ufual occupation in the ficlds, and retained the full poflef-
fion of his mental faculties till a few days before his death.
The dileafes chiefly prevalent are the rheamariim and fe.
vers, occafioned by the poorer people living in cold damp
houfus, and refting after labour in wet clothes. FPeople of
better flation are not fo much liable to thefe diflempers.
When thefe fevers once begin, they ofien {pread far and
wide, as the people, from miftaken notions of {ymputhy
and charity, crowd the houfe, and even the bed-room of
the fick, which is kept as clofe often as poflible. Thefe
catch and {pread the infection, thinking that they do no-
thing amifs, and that no harm will befal them but by the
ipecial decree and interpofition of Heaven.

Population.—According to Dr Weblfler, the population
In 1755 was L1157,

Souls in 1986, 942 Houlfe carpenters, 4
~—— in 17912, 81z Tailors, - 4
.-:"U-"L*rﬂgc of births, 26  Smiths, - 4
of deaths, 19 Single male fervants, 67
Inhabited houfes, 175 Ditto femnale fervants, 42
Males, - 395 Farmers, - - §o

Females, - 417

Under 6 years, 113
Students in divinity, 2 Horles, - - 201
Bachelors k_eeping houfe, 21 Black cattle, - 533
Setaries, - 244 Sheep, - 1563
Souls in two villages, 18Bo Ploughs, - 64
Mai‘nns, - 4 Carts - - 85
3 The
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412 Statiftical Account

The caufe of depopulation lLere is chiefly owing to the
near attrattion of Edinburgh, to a monopuly of farms, and
the ufe of two-horle ploughs, (by which means the farmer
works with about half the number of f{ervants he former.
1}' EIn]}]GyuI), and the ]a}'ing down fo much grﬂund n
grafs for hay, which, when the foil an{wers, is judged one
of the moft profitable crops. One caufe of the uncommon
number of feftaries is, that a Burgher meeting boufe was
feveral years ago erefted in the parith, and another of the
Antiburgher kind on the borders of it, which at their teft
erection were much crowded; but which, however, have
not gained feven profelytes from the parith church for the
laft 7 years; they rather feem to be on the decline. Thefe
eftablihments muft be a he.vy burden upon poor people;
but they are preduéhive of worle confequences, in direétly
counteralling the defign of Chriftianity, which 1s to make
men live together as brethren; and in fupporting fuper-
fition and fanaticiim, which are miftaken by many for
1eligion, and maintained with a violence and flaming zeal
proportioned te the ignorance of their deluded vota-
Fies.

Stipend, Schaol, Poor —The ftipend confifls of 1035 bolls
of victual. one half meal, and the other barley, with L. 48
Sterling of money, befides a glebe of 7 acres good arable
land, which has been inclofed !)y the prefent incumbent.
The Duke ot Buccleugh and the Earl of Morton, formerly
the feparate patrons of Eait Calder and Kirknewton, are
now vice patrons of the parith.—The fchool falary is L. 12
Sterling a-year, with L. 2 belonging to the feffion-clerk-
fhip. rogether with the common perquifites of baptifmﬁ
and marriages. The number of fcholars is between 49
and so. The children of poor parents are educated at the

Pubiic expenic. bome years ago, the ichoolmaiter being,
through
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of Kirknewton. 413

through age and infirmity, unable to officiate, the heritors
contributed L. 9 Sterling a-yeur, with fome other perqui-
fites, for his maintenance during hite, and uppointed another
fchoolmafter.—The number of poor that regularly receive
parifh charity 15 12, and their proportion is frem 2s. to
4 s. a-month, intended only as a help to thofe who cannot
entirely fupport themfelves. The weekly colletions, dues
of mortcloths (palls), and a remainder of fome funds which
are now nearly exhaufted, at prefent iupply this charity.
It is often found neceffary alfo to grant eccafional affiftance
to poor families in ficknefs and want. No perfon in the
parith has been fuffered to beg publicly, in the memory of
man. In fummer, all who are able to work in the ficlds,
generally find employment, and can live very comforiably
on their wages; but in winter, the women, who can often
find no employment but {pinning, are not able to earn
more than 3d. or 4d. 3-day, as there are no manufaétures
in the parith, 7This is a real lofs in many refpets, becaufe
both the old and young, who are unfit for the common la-
bour in the fields, might be employed in fome bufinefs of
manufattere with much advantaze, both to themfelves and
the public, and to the prevennng of indolence and licens
twouinefs.

Manners.—The people in general are fober and induftri-
ous, and that wild and gloomy fanaticiim which formerly
raged with fuch turbulent, unhallowed zeal, feems now,
except among very few, over the whole country, as well
as here, to wear a milder and brighter afpett, and the ran-
cour of party-fpirit s dailly abating, as alio that rage of
fchifm which once prevailed, fo hurtful to the peace of fo-
ciety, and to the interefls of religion. More rational no-
tions of religic-n are now entertained among all feéls, and
the doétrines of faith and morality are not unhappily fepa-

gated,
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414 Statifiical Account

rated, efpecially among the middle ranks of the people.
Thefe maintain much decency of charater, with regard
both to a religious deportment, and to henefty of manners.
They are emerging from the gloom of ignorance, rudenefs
and fuperftition, and as yet are happily ftrangers to the vi-
tious refinerent, {cepticifm and licentioufnefs, which, from
the example of the metropolis, have lately much infefled
the ncighbourhood. Some loofe and libertine principles,
the poifonous {pawn of a falfe philofophy and falfe patrio-
tifm, have recently corrupted the minds of half-learned
witlings and {matterers in {cience, who implicitly receive
their opinions at fecond-hand. From thefe they have been
catched by many among the moft ignorant, the obvious
tendency of which is to defiroy the foundations of all civil
andj ecclefiaftical government. When the lower people
fhall have learned to copy the manners and principles of
fome of their {uperiors, which they naturally do, the confe-
quences to fociety muft be fatal, as may be feen from the
progrefs of modern refinement and philofophy. ¢ He that
has eyes to fee let him fee.”

Mifcellancons Remarks.~Agriculture has lately made a
rapid progrefs in this part of the country, and the appear-
ance of the ground, particelarly towards the fouth fide
of the parith, which was formerly bare and barren, is now
greatly altered both in f{oil and climate, by means of the
improvements and thriving wood-plantations that fhelter
and adorn the higher parts. The beft and moft extenfive
improver in this refpe&t here, is Mr Maconochie of Mea-
dow-bank, who has greatly beautified the morc unfertile
parts of his eftate with complete inclofures for pafture, and
with belts of plantation, wvariegated with every kind of
wood fuited to the foil. The roads and bridges are hrought

into good repair, and great improvements are daily making
upon
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apon them. The ftatute labour is commuted at the rate
of 18s. the ploughgate. The largett farms let at L, 750
and L. 200, and are penerally inclofed, except the hilly
theep farms. There 4re 12 heritors, two only of whom
refide conflantly in the parifh, fome of the reft nucaﬁanally.
The wvalued rent is L. 3760 Scotch. From the manfe, a
profpeét opens to the eye one of the richeft and moft bean-
tiful to be feen in Scotland. On the eaft it is terminated
by a full and pitturelque view of Arthur’s feat, the metro-
polis, and its venerable caftle, which 1s on & level with the
manfe, and which feems as if only about 5 or 6 miles diftant.
Onthe north appear the Ochil hills, the frith of Forth, a great
part of Fife, and feveral of the coaft towns; and on the
fouth arife the Pentland hills. From a rifing ground, a few
yards diftant from the manfe, a part of 13 counties may be
{een, and a ftretch of country of about 100 miles, almeoit from
Berwick to Greenock. The great Glalgow road from E-
dinburgh pafiles through the parith.—About §o years ago,
it was ufual for the moft fubflantial farmers to appear at
church and market in home-fpun cloth and plaiden hofe.
Now their menial fervants and cottagers are equipped in
Englith broad cloth, filk and fatin. This turn for finery is
a great lofs to them, as they live up to their wages, not-
withftanding their being fo high. Thus they enter into a
married ftate, with their whole fubftance upon their back,
elpecially women ; and when ficknefs, or any misfortune
prevents their daily labour, they immediately fink into the
depth of poverty. It is generally obferved, that the inha-
bitants of villages are more licentious and diflipated, than
thofe who live in feparate and fequeftered hamlets, and
are employed in agriculture. The almoft univerfal ufe of
tea and fpirits, of an inferior guality, tends greatly to hurt
both the health and morals of the lower people.—~Some
flone pillars in the form of a crofs, and appearances of

Druidicak
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410 Statiflical Account

Druidical circles, are to be met with here ;: and from 2 co-
pious fpring of excellent water near the manfe, feveral old
coins have been dug, the ofterings prefented to its prefiding

genius.

Eminent Men—~—The celebrated Dr Cullen was proprie-
tor of the eftate of Ormifton hill; and he lies interred in
the church-yard of Kirknewton. ‘The Doétor’s great ta-
lents as a profeffor, as a phyfician, and as a philofopher,
are well known and univerfally acknowledged in every
part of the world. Other qualifications, however, he pol-
feffed in an eminent degree, though in thefe his fame has
not been fo much extended. He was a great mafter in the
fcientific branches of hufbardry; a corfummate botanift;
and puﬂﬁ{rﬁd a full-formed and corre& tafte in the fine arts.
Thefe attainments appeared confpicuous in his operations
at Ormifton-hill. In the year 1958, the Doftor, after fi-
nithing his courfe of chymiitry, delivered to a number of
his particular friends, and favourite pupils, nine leftures on
the fubjet of agriculture. In thefe few lefures, he, for
the firlt time, laid open the true principle concegning the
nature of foils, and the operation of manures. Thefe were
difcoveries entirely his own, and which have fince bcen
made known to the world by a variety of channels, though
without anv notification of the fource from whence they
proceeded. The juitnefs of thefe principles he demonftrated
by his praétice on the lands of Ormifton hill, which, though
naturally of an ungrateful foil, rendered worfe by 1M memo-
rial bad management, and fituated 'n an unfavourable cli-
mate, he raifed in a few years to a furprifing degree of
culture and fertility. Early in life he was a proficient in
botany, and was the firft perfon in Scotland who underftood
the Linnzan {yftem, and recommended the {tudy of it to his

pupils, at a time when it met with much oppofition from o
therss

@ The Univarsity of Edinburgh
The Universily of Glasgaow



of Kirknewton. 417

thers. In his gardens and pleafure grounds at Ormifton.
hill, he formed an extenfive colleétion of rare trees, fhrobs,
and herbaceous plants. The cultivation of thefe, and the ac-
curate determination of their {pecies, aifordcd him always an
agreeable relaxation from the more ferious fludies and labours
of hus profellion  He was likewife remarkable for his erniti-
cal knowledze and correét judgment in architefture and
painting. The hall of the Royal College of Phylicians in
Edinburgh is an eximple of the former, which was plun-
ned when he was Prefident, and according to his direélions.
The front ot this building may be confidered as the molt
challe and beautiful morfel of Greek architefture, that has
yet appeared in Scotlind. The acutenefs of his eye, and of
his mind, in difcerning the beauties and blemilhes in paint-
g, was well known to his intimate friends. This talent
rendered him a fuperior julge in the difpolition of grounds,
and in the arrangement of raral ornaments.  When he firfl
entered to the poflefMon of Ormifton-hill, every thing about
the place was in fuch a 1uinous flate, {fo comfortlefs and foun-
promifing, that he pliced over the front door of the houfe,
EST ULUBRIS : But, by great attention and good talle,
he foon made it a commodious and pleafant refidence.
While he refided here, he was acceflible at all tiines to his
neighbours, and teflified the urmefl readinefls to give his
valuable advice to the poor gratis on every occafion of di-
ftrefs ; and attended to them as anxioufly as to thofe of the
firft rank in the realm, for whom he daily preferib.d. In
this he feemed to be of the opinion of his famous prede-
ceffor Dr Boerhaave, who ufed to fay, that the poor were
his beff patients, for God is their paymafler.

Ver, IX. 3 G N U M.
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