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NUMBER XXIX.

PARISH or BOURTIE,

(Counry AF¥D SyxoD of ABERDEEN, PRESBYTERY oF
Gariocy).

By tde Rev. Mr THOMAS SHEPHERD.

Extent, Soif, &c.

ITS extent is about 4 Englith miles in length, and 2 in

breadth, and it contains about 4000 acres, mofl of
which have been meafured, and above 6oo acres inclofed.
Some of thefe inclofures are planted with firs, and genersl-
ly in a thriving way. One of the greatefl extent, of 5@
acres, on the eftate of Barra, was among the earlieft plant-
ed in this country, and is now cutting down and felling to
good zccount. On the fame effate is lately finifhed ano-
ther inclofure, not fo extenfive as the former, but is flock-
ed with a variety of plants of different kinds of wood be-
fides that of firs. About the middle of the parith, there
are two ranges of hills, moftly green. They feem of old

to have been laboured within 5o yards of the top, but now
the
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the highcr parts are neglefted. The ground upon the
ikirts, and at the bottom of thefe hills, is wet and {pungy ;
later in harvelt by 10 days than the earliell parts of the pa-
rith, and {eems more fuited for grafs than grain. The
lands lying to the W. and to the E. of thefe hills are gene-
rally of a ftrong ftiff foil, with a clay bottom, pretty fertile,
but much peftered with large ftones, beth above and be-
low the furface. About 20 years ago, our ceuntry did not
breed cattle of fufficient bulk and firength to labour the
ground. They were moftly brought from the fouth, par-
ticularly from Fifelbire. In a few years, by hard labour,
they were worn out, and became unfit for lervice ; and as
the farmer had not the means of fattening them, he very
often {old them for a third part of what they coft him.
The cale is now much altered to the beiter. The farmer
brings up oxen able for his work, fells them or fattens
them when they begin to be upon the decline, and in this
way is rather a confiderable gainer than a lofer upon his

wark cattle.

Population.—-According to Dr Webfter's report, the po-
pulation was then §25. The number of inhabitants, by
an exact lift in 1571, was g6p0. It is now only 45¢ ; thede-
creafe is principally owing to the monopoly of farms, and
the fcarcity of meofs. Of the prefent inhabitants, 2 are
Seceders, 10 Epifcopalians, and 6 Quakers, the reft attend

the Eftablifhed Church.

RentseOne farmer poffefles nearly what employed 4 ;
each of whom yoked 10 oxen. The proprietor toak thelfe
fands under his own management for a few years, inclofed
and limed 2 confiderable part of the grounds, built an ex-

¢ellent dwelling-houle, fubftantial and commedious office-
hﬂu.{'ﬁp
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houfes, and let the whole to one gentleman, at rather more
than double the rent the lands formerly gave. The rentis
now about l.185 Sterhing. Another farm rents L. 103
Sterling. The reft of the rents of the parith are from
L. 40 down to L. 7 Sterling. The whole rent of the pa-
rith is about L. xoco Sterling, the valued rent L. 2501
Scots.

Mode of Cultivation.~—Several of the tenants yoke 10
oxen in one plough ; however, the new hufbandry has been
prattifed by fome of them for feveral years, and is daily
increafing.  There are about 50 acres of turnip, and 250
of fown grafs. The grain generally fown is bear and oats,
few peafe or lint-feed ; and there are as many potatoes rai-
fed us ferve the inhabitants.

Number of Cattle—~There are about 6oo black cat-
tle; 502 theep pafture during the fummer, but nat
fo many thiough the winter, and 130 horfes. We
have now 6o carts. In 1744, when the prefunt in-
cumbent was fettled, there were only 2. Ar that
period there were only two houfes in the parih which
had f{tone chimnies, the houfe of Barra and the manfe.
Since that time, three of the heritors have built manfion-
houfes ; and within thefe few years, feven neat und com-
modious houfes have been ereéted, upon different farms
witiun the eftate of Barra.

Moanwure and Fuel—The principle manure is that which]
the cactle ufford. Of late the farmers have begun to bring
lime from Aberdeen and Newburgh, Englhih and Scotch
fheils, and fome powdered lime from Udny and the

Buchan country. Some years ago it was to be had at Pit-
. medl‘iﬂn-
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medden. The principal fuel is peat, and fome turf from
the moors and furface of the peat-mofs.

Antiguities~On the fummit of the hill of Barra,
there are the difinét remains of a camp, of a circular
form, in extcnt near to 3 acres, and furrounded with 3
ditches. It goes under the name of the Cummin's Camp.
The Cummins were a bold and numerous race of people,
who are faid to have been proprietors of the greateit part
of the Buchan country, and difaffeéted to King Robert
Bruce. Afrer the battle near Inverury, where the king's
arms were viflorious, he marched his troops, flormed this
camp, and put the Cummins to flight. It 15 probable
this camp had been originally forined by the Danes, as it
feems to have required confider.ble time and labour to
execute it, and that the Cummins had raken pofleflion of
it as an advantageous poft. In the church yuwiu there is a
long rough flone, cut out into a coarle ttutue of a man,
The traditional repoit is, that it was done for the cele-
brated Thomas de Longueville, the companion ot Wail.ce,
who was killed in fltorming the above mentioned camp,
and 1s buried here ; but all this reits upon uncertain tradi-
tion. There are three Druidical temples here, two of
them pretty, entire,

Heritors and Stipend—There are 5 heritors, none of
whom at prelent refide. [he fhpendis L. 42 :4:5in
money, 32 bolls of meal, and 16 bolls of bear.

Charafler of the People.—They are lober, induftrious,
and peaceable. Since 1744 none of them have been tried
before a criminal court.

Advantages
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Advantages and Difadvantages—The advantages are
the fobriety of the inhabitants, (not an alehoufe being in
the parifh), and the diligence of the women in knitting
flockings. They are far from lime, and it requires a con-
fiderable fhare of their fummer labour to provide fuel.*

¥ The rife of farm fervants wages is very remarkable. When the pre-
fent incombent was fettled in 1744, the half year's wage of men fervants
aves from 8s. to 155, Sterimg. The prefent rase is from L. 2, 106, t

$o i 1§53 Starcliog.
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