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NUMBER XXXIIL

PARISH or CAPUTH,

LY

{CounTtY OF PERTH, SYNpD oF PERTH AND STIRLING,
PreEsBYTERY oF DUNKELD.)

By tbe Rev. Mr WirriaM INNERARITY.

Name, Situation and Extent.

THE ancient pame of the parifh was Capocd; its mo-
dern name is Caputh, and is probably derived from
the Gaelic word Keapoch, ¢ a decayed wood ;' but from
what circamftance this name took its rife does not appear.
It is fituated in that diftriét of Perthihire which is called
the Stormont, and comprehends the greater part of the
plain of the Stormont, (a portion of the extenfive vale of
Strathmgore). In the Lives of the Bifthops of Dunkeld, by

Alexander Mylne *, Canon of Dunkeld, it is related, that
Bifhop

#® He lived in the times of George Brown, Bithop of Dunkeld, from
1484 to 1514, and of his facceffor, the celebrated Gavin Douglas, to
whom his work is dedicated. The original M. 5. isin the puﬂ'e.ﬁnn of
the Duke of Athole.
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486, Statiftical Account

Bithop Brown, 1a the year 150c¢, divided the parith of Little
Dunkeld into the old parifh of Little Dunkeld and the parith
of Caputh; and, * at Capuih I'e built, on his own charges, a
quire, with painted ciehng and glazed windows. He gave
for the fupport of the vicar, 2 vicarage, which had been for-
merly united to his own fee, four acres of glebe.land,
and the rifibg groumd called the Mute INl*, to builda
church upon.” The parifh is fingular in its extent ; for

befides what lies contiguous, there are {everal diftin®& uncon.

camnetfted portions belomging to i, fome in the county of

Perth, and fome ia the connty of Iorfar, 8 or 1c. and even
20 or 25 miles from the church +. It is difficult to give
a fatisfaltory reafon for fuch peculiarities. WMay it not be
fuppofed, that thole diltant places belonged anciently to
fome confiderable proprietors in this parifh, whofe defire of
having all their eftates in one parifh {, occafioned thefe

extraardinary

# Ylence it appears, that the mount on which the church is built, (now
called the Kirkhill), was the place wheie, in ancient timas, public juitice
was adminiftered. It ftands 200 yards fion: the bank of the Tay, on a

gentle declivity, in a beautiful and romuntic fituation,

- } Tﬁ.i:['c it feems ﬂh't’l:”imp:"bper to enuferate : Balholmie, locally fitu
“Weed in the pardih of Carpsl] ; Well and Middle Gormack, n ¥anloch,
+Eoft.and Welt Logie, Cairm, Chappelton, Meadovrs and Crofty, m Clo-
mic ; aond Craigtown of Dalruleian, in Kirkmpchael , all 10 Derththue
And fouth Bandirran, in Lollace; Bualbeuchly, in  Aughterhounie,
'Erungihtﬁy calile and ﬁﬂfthgg, and a fnall piece of ground ax M elnficld,
fiear Prunder: andl Fofarty in Kinnewtless all i Farfarfure In Dutar-
gy there = a freid of ahout 4 acres celied, Nom time umnemomal, The
Munifter of Capaths Glebe,” and is beieved 1o belorg to hum, though
ngt hithetto occuped., ] )

... § The following words of Dr Johnfton may feem to favour this con-
jeture = When Chnftianity was eflablifhed 1n tlas ifland, a reginiar
mode pf public worllup was prefinibed.  Publhic worllap requuies 4 l‘.l,l-
Bic place; #ad the proprietors of lands, as they were converted, built
-n}m:nhﬂ for their famulies and vaflals, For the maintepance of minifters,

. . . : hach
they fettled a certain portion of their lands ; and a duftrid?, through v.hn_]:
each
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extraordinary annexations ? Befides thefe remote portions,
(which are confidered as belonging, guoad facra, to the pa-

rithes in which they are refpeftively fituated), the parifh i

of confiderable extent, firetching from N. W. to 5. E.

nearly 13 miles, and varying in its breadth from 1t to
2 miles.

Soel and Land, Floods. — The {oil is various. On the
high grounds it is ma:al'tI_',r a cold wet clay. On the banks
of the Tay and Ifla, it is in general a light loam. The
ground 1s o flat, that when thele rivers are floo: ded, they
overflow many hundred acres. TFour remarkable floods
have happened in the Tay, in the courfe of 32 years, in
1761, 178, 1789 and 1791, In the fpring of the year
1790, 1n confequence of gradual breaches made by the river
on the green Inch, below Inchtuthel, two oak trees were
uncovered. The trunk of the largelt, from the root to the
loweft branch, was g0 feet 6 inches lgng, an.l contained
132 feet g inches of folid meafure.  As fimilar ouks have
been often dilcovered near the place, by means of fimilar
encroachments on the bank, in the {pring and zutumnal
floods, it appears in the higheft degree probable, that they
had grown on the fpot. Hence we are led to believe, a-
greeably to traditionary accounts, that the country was well
wooded in former times. The Tay has undoubtedly tiken
various direftions, at ditferent periods, through the plain.
Delvin, though now and "for many ages fituated on the
north, is faid to have been on the fouth fide of the river *,

It feems, however, more likely that it was always occa-
ficnally

cach minifter was required to extend his care, was, by that circumitrip-
tion, condtitured & parith, This is 2 polivon fo generally received in
England, that the extent of a manor, and of a pasith, are reguiarly ras
ceived for each other.,” Rpfivell's Life of Jehnien, wal. I. p. gx0.

* See Pennant’s Tour, quoted below,
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488 Statiftical dccount

fionally infulated by the Tay; and this {uppofition is fu-
voured by its fituation, and by its ancient name, Jnch-sutbel,

that is, an * ifland in a flooded flream.”

Hills and Woods.~—~The north and wefl parts of the pa-
rith are hilly, and contain quarries of excellent blue {lates,
which are fold on the fpot at L. 1 the thoufand, and are
carried to a confiderable diftance. The higher hills are
covered with heath, mixed with dwarf juniper, the lower
with furze and broom. They are generally of a rocky ap-
pearance. Some of the latter are clothed with natural
woods of oak, afh, birch and hazel; others have been
planted with firs, larches, and other foreft-trees, of which
large plantations have likewife been formed in the low
part of the parifh, within the laft 2c or 30 years; but
there is {till need of more woods, not only for fhelter and
for ornament, but alfo to fupply the inhakitants with fuel

and timber.

Climate, Diffempers, &ec.~~The air is dry and healthy,
but fenfibly different in the N. and S. parts of the parifh,
being temperate on the banks of the Tay and the Iia, and

cold and keen on the hills®, About 50 years ago, the ague
was very prevalent in the plain; but fince the marfhy
grounds were drained, it has difappeared. The diforders
moftly to be met with, are hyfterical and nervous affettions,

confumptions, and worms. The violent nervous {ymptoms
with

* Huving been favoured with a ftate of Fahrenheit's thermometer for
the laft 10 years, taken at Delvin, at 1£ o’clock at night, I fubjoin an ab-
ftract of the gresteft and leaft heights. To this I am enabled to adda
fimilar abftraét of the greateft and leaft heights taken at the fame hour
in Queen-Strect, Edinburgh, for the fame years. From thefe abitracts an
.idea may be formed of the general temperature of this climate compared

with that of the capital. Delvin is in 569 33/ North Latitude,
ABSTRACT
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ABSTRACT of the STaTe of the ThersoMeTER at DeLviv for 1o Years

of Capruth.
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497 Statiftical Account

with which the country people are fometimes f{eized, are
fuppofed to be owing to their extreme inattention to their
drink ahd clothing, when they are over heated by their
fummer work. ":-pmnmg, which is the employment of the
young women during the winter months, is jultly reckoned
the décifio of confumptions amonyg them, by the wafte of
Jaliva requifite in that Iaburimr-; exercife. Some medical
praétitioners think, that worms in children are the effe@s
of their living fo muLh on potatoes, which they prefer to
oat-meal. The. people in gencial have weak eyes, from the
. fmoke of thﬁr houfes,-and fine teeth even to old age.

L

) Lﬂiﬂ nmf Fi i/bingi—Thiough t‘h:_ 11:11&4:11.: of "the Stor-
mont, funs a ::ham of fmall lakes, The Iﬂchs of Craigluih,
"of Lows, of" Butterflowr, of Liuujr, and of *Drumelie.
They aré connedled by thérivulet or bara of Lunan ; which
taking its rife in the firft, paffes through zll the reft, and at
its mouth, wheré it falls into the 1fla, forms the caftern
boundary of this parith. The three firft mentioned lochs
are wholly in the parifh, and it touches the other two on
their fouth fides. Excellent pikes, perches, trouts, and eeb,
are found in them. The faimon-fihing in the Tay is now
tncomfiderable ; and the prict is fo much &nhanced by the
great demand for the London market, that little is left for
' the ufe of the conntry. " The falmon caughtin the Ifla 15 ifi-
ferior both in fize and gquality to that in the Tay.

Migratory Birdr—Of thefe, the cuckoo, fwallow, lap-
wing, fandy-lark, plover, tall or corneraik, feagull, fea-mag-
pie, pi@tarny or kittywake, curlew or whaap, and clochs-
ret, are fummer birds. The ficldfare, woodcock, and wild-
geefe, are winter birds. The fwallow appears about the
x4th of April; the earlieft time of the cuckoo’s being
heard, is the 25th of April, but wfually not before the g

of
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or 3d of I\-fay It is heard 'I:J;ll thﬁ Iﬂth r;:—fjune, Endla.{t
year, as late as the 3d of July. T C e

Population—It is a fub_jet"ﬂ_:' ﬂf regret, that the {effion re-.
cords of coumtry parifhes have been generally kept in 2
manner {o flovenly and negligent, that it is now almoft im-
pollible to form-a juit eftimate of their population a century-
ago, or even lefs. There is alio a peculiar difficulty in ma-
king fuch an eftimate with regard to this parifh. Previous
to the year 1428, its population was greater than it could
be expeéted to be at any f{ubfequeat period ; becaufe thofe
diftant parts (already noticed) which are locally fituated in
Cluny and Kinloch, and thofe which are immediately ad-
jxcent to the town of Dunkeld on the N. and W. were then'
Joined refpeétively to thefe parithes guoad facra, in confe-
quence of a formal recommendation of the Prefbytery.;
and from that time ceafed te be uoder the inipeéltion of the
minifler of Caputh. With refpeél to the following lifls ta-
ken from the parifh-regifter, it is to be remarked,. .1. That
many children in diftant parts of the parifh, not being bap-
tized by the minifter, are neglected to be.regiftered by the
parents. 2., That many of the inhabitants bury in other
patrithes, and never pé}y the tax impofed by all of Parlia~
ment in 1583, which, being unpopular, is not collefled in
fome places. No accurate conclufipn, I:hereft::re:, can be
drawn from thefe lifts of

Years. Births. Marrizges, IFeaths.
1785, 47 16 . 24
14786, 41 18 - S 2 S
1787, 39 30 %X
1788, o 4x 'Iﬁl B 18
1789," 39 7 ax ¥
" %790, -t g9 " ax . 18
AT, 38 20 13
According
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493 Stat ﬂ:cm" Account

Accordmg to Dr Wnbﬁer s report, the population at that
time {vas :ta.i,B The ﬁi"ﬁ enumeratmn of the inhabitants’
made by the prefent incumbent, was from June 1984 to
.Apnl ;;:85, when the numhr;r of fouls was 2023. In the
Lt madﬂ fromi Nwtm’b&r 119: to O&ober 1992, the num.
bérs wém ’ic:l; 5 '

Malcsahwa 10, =~ 583 Females above §0, - 703

wpeeee under 10, « 217 m——Unider 10, - 228
Men fervants, - . t83 ~ Maid fervants, - 119
g8 : 1060

Of the Eftablifhed C!@g}r\:h 1974, Epilcopalians 27, An-
tiburgher Secgders 39, Roman Catholics 3, of the Relief
Congregation 3. There are,

Préfbyterian clergyman, 1 - Boatmen, = - - 8
Epifcopsal ditto, - Shoemakers, - - I2
Farmerd of L. 56 rent “Failors, - - - 19
uﬂ& vbwards. - 16 Blackfmiths, - 10
frorh L. g0 to Coopers; - - 3

L.1o rent, afrd a Millers, - - v
‘grear’ number of Day-labourers, - 47
Tﬂrﬂl‘cr temamtd, ‘- GO Alchonfe-keepers, - 4
Sskmpmafter, - v Difillers, . - 2

Weéavers, - - ¥33  Shopkeepers, or pett_? re-

Mafons, - - 24 tailers, -
Wrights, - - 30 Flax-dreflers, - 10
Boatwright, - I Gardeners, - - 1

Wheelwrights, .. 2

Theté are 456 inbibited houfes, that is, feparate dwell-
ings; of which 41z are inhabited by married, widowers,

and Wmﬁwh and 45 by unmarried of either fex. . Hence
the

-
* i

i The University of Edinbargh
The Univarasity of Glasgow
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the average nymber of perfons to each houfe, is fomewhat
mgore than 47 *.

Cattle, Grain, 85 ¢.—In the parifh are horfes, black cattle,
{wine, theep, foxes, hares, rabbits, badgers, &c. The hor-
fes and black cattle of the &raes, or hilly part, are f{mall
fized. In the low country, both cattle and horfes (efpecial
ly ‘the latter,) have of late years been much impro-
ved in fize and goodnefs. Sheep, which formerly abounded
throughout the parith, were banifhed from the low grounds
when the planting of foreft-trees became an obje& of im-
portance to the proprietors. They are of the fmall Scots
breed, (except a few in the neighbourhood of gentlemens
feats,) and confined to the hilly part of the parith. There
are 57> horfes, 2061 black cattle, 1800 theep, 178 ploughs,
402 carts. The Scots plough is much ufed ; but the Eng-
lith plongh is daily gaining ground. There is a map of
the parifh in Stobie’s map of the counties of Perth and
Clackmannan, publithed in 1483, but it is not sccirrate,
The number of acres has not been afcertained. But from
a calculation made with great exafinefs, it a]ipeara that be-
fides fupplying itfelf with grain, the parifh fells anmully, at
#n average, 4oco bolls of barley, which are moftly cartied

out

* Few remarkable inftances of longevity have lately occdrred in the
parils. One man died, during the incumbency of the prefent minifter,
who was above 9o ; ¥ gentlewoman 88 years of age; and a confiderable
number between 80 and go. An inftance werthy af notice, is & man now
1 his §5th year ; who in his youth beivg orcflid in love, berane ciazed,
and has continued through life, indolene, harmiéfy, contented, 'ﬁ:rnperntc,
and even indifferent about foed. For many years, he refided eithes jo an
open thed or a hayloft, lying among firaw, having only an old blanket
arennd him ; spparently. without fleep, yet in perfect health. Fe hasa
fine face and figure. His incoherencies ark chiefly on tHe fubject of war,
and the French. He fill pofiefles s retentive memory, and ‘is’ fained in -
r'hl: countzy for his pebetrerien and -wéuteivefs, his repiitces and mori!
iyingy, '
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394 Statiftical Account

out 'of i¥; there beirig no hrewérj', and only two fmall
diftilleries : Whereas about 3o years ago, hardly 15c0o bolls
were fold out of the parifh *,

* Ancient State of the Parife —To give a gencral notion &F the former,
commpared with the pretent fate of the patifh, the tollowing faéts relative
to the mude of cultivation, &e. 5o or 6o years ago, are fabjoined’; which
are derived from the information of fume intelligent farmers, who {peak
from-their own knowledge. There weie for the mofk part § tenants in
one farm or townthip, and the whole farm was ran rig ; that is, one rulge
belonged to one, the next to another, the thisd to s third perfon, Eze.
The ground was divided into infield and wntfield. The inficid was con-
(antly cropped, cither with cats or bear; one ridge being oats, the other
bear, alternately. There was no other crop, except 2 ridge of flax, where
the grotndl was thought proper forit. ‘The outfield was ploughed three
years-for oats, and then paftured § or 6 years with horfes, black cattle,
and fheep. In order to dung it, they made folds of fod for the cattle;
and what were called flakes or rails of wood, removable at plealine, for
folding the fheep. On the field thus teathed, they had their beft crops for
twe years. A farmer who rented So, 8o, or 100 acres, was fometimes
under tha .neceffity of baying meal for his family in the fummer feafon :
Nor will this appear wonderful, when it is confidered, that 15 bolls of
bear have of late years been preduced, upon the fame field, where 50
thrave (1200 fheaves) formerly grew, which the owner faid * he would
give for 50 bear bannocks,’ (barlcy cakes.) This little anecdote is cha-
rafteritic of the times, though allowance be made for the exaggeration
of difappoimtment. The-rent of land was about a fifth of the prefent rent.
The ploughs and carts were wiually made by the farmer himfelf; with
little iron about the plough, except the coulter and Mare ; none upon
the cart or harrows ; no thoes upon the horfes; no hempen rupes.
fhort, every inflrument of farming was procured at (mall expenie, wool
being at a very low price, Salt was-a fhillimg the bufhel : Littie ioap
was ufed : they bad no candles, inftead of which they iphit the roots of
fir trees, which, though breught 5o or 6o aules from the Highlands, were
purchafed for » trifie. Their clothes were of their own manufacturing.
The average price of weaving ten yards of fuch cloth was s finlling,
which was paid partly in meal and partly in money. The talor worked
for a quantity of meal, {uppofe 3 pecks or a firlpt a-year, according to the
number of the farmer’s family., They ploughed with horfes and oxen
tﬂrz}éﬂlt‘-f i .2 horfes befgre faur or fix oxen ; and fbmetines only with ox-
en. The Eimf‘? of fowiag and reaping was much the fame as jt is now.

After harvelt, they paftored in common, No marl or lime had at that
3 time
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Siae of Farms, rops, Reni, &e~Farms are in genergl
fmall ; many under 4o acres, and from 40 to 6o or 8c;
feldom above x1o0o. There are two tenants, who, renting
two or three farms, have in their pofieflion 150 or 160
acres. A thrething mill was erefted in 1792 by a [pirited
farmer, on a farm of 120 acres. The principal crops in
.the parifh are, oats, barley or bear, peafe and flax, . Wheat
has been fometimes tried Ef way of experiment; but 2
crop of barley is more profitable, The culture of potatoes
is univerfal. Turnips are cultivated only in the fouth and
eaft parts of the parith, where the foil is Light.and warm.
Early oats are fown in the N. W. part of the parifh,
"where the foil is cold. A great guantity of clover and rye-

grals 15 fown ulually among barley. Oats are fown from
the

time¢ been found in the parith. The covatry was unioclofed, cxeept
what was in the immediate neighbourhead of the huefes of great proprie-
turs. In the year 1935, the beft ploughman was to be had for L. 8 Scots
* {135, 4d.) a-year, and what was termed a hounty, which confifted of
fome a-ticlevof clothing, and might be eltimated at 115 6d.; inaliL. 1,
48. 1od, Sterling. Four years ahter, his wages rofe to L. 24 Scots, (L 2)
and the bounty. Female iervants received L. e. Scot, (3s. 4d.) and =
bounty of a fimilar kind; the whole not exceeding 65, or 75  Some
years after their wages rofe to 1¢s. Men received for harveft-work
L. 6 Scots, {105.); Women, L. 5 Scors, (85 44d.). Poultry was fold at
40 pennies Scots, {_’L}d-) Oat-meal, bear and onts, at L. 4 or L. § Scots
the boll, A horie that then cofl 102 merks Scots, (L:§: 11: 14) would
now cofl L 25. An ox that colk L. 20 Scots (L.1:13: 4) would now
be worth L. B or L. 9., Beel and mutton weie fold, not by weight, bat
by the piecw; sbout 3s. 4d. for » leg of beef of 3} ftones; and {o in pre-
portion. Me ten nor fugar was ufed : Little whitky was drunk, and lefs of
other fpirits: but they had plenty of good ale ; there being ufually onc
‘malt-barn (perhaps ,twa) on each fatm. They cavght sbundance of fal-
Inon in the Tay; 50 have been taken in one night, with very imperfedt
Bets, in & {pace not exceeding 2230 yards in length. For many yeare paft,
they have not caught as meny in one feafon, and in the whole parifh.
Neither was @almon fold by weight : One could have been purchafed for 38
Ftoee which wguld now coft 55 fhitlings, at the fame feafon of the year,
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490 Statiftical Account

the middle of March to the middle of April; barley from
the middle of April to the end of May; potatoes ‘and
peafe from the middle to the end of April; flax from the
a3d of April to the xoth of May ; turnips from thie ¥l of
June to the middle of July, all in drills, except what are
Tate fown, and intended to fhdot out in th-:t fnquing fpring.
¥ams for horfes have -been lately introduced, and planted
fornewhat fooner than potatoss. Some Englifth rye is fown
in O&ober. Hay harvelt ‘commences the fecond week of
July ; barley and rye harveft, the firft ‘week of Septem-
ber; p.eafe and oats the fecond week of that month ; and
in forne feafons, they are all more eaily. Bur thefe dates,
both of fowing and reaping, refer chiefly to tlie iow coun-
try ; in the hilly parts of the parifh, they are in general
10 days later *. The parifh owes much of its improvement
to the late John Mackenzie, Efg; of Delvin. By direél-
ing the attention of the truftees for manufaftures, &c. to
this part of the country, by beftowing well-judged rewards
and giving encouragement in various ways, he excited a
fpirit of induflry and improvement, which has operated
with energy and fuccefs. The wvalued rent of the parifh
is L.9369:3:4 Scots. The real rent, (including the rent

of houfes and fithings, and reckoning the viftual.rent at
15 5.

% The names of places are moftly derived from the Gaelic: As, Inche
tuthel, or Innis-taile, * The Ifland in a flooded Stream.' Dungarthill,
ot Dungart, * The round Hill in the Corn-field,” (¢ Hill” is a modern ad-
diticn). Kincairney, of Keancaimrie, ¢ The Top or Head of the King's
Cairn.' Caivnmure, or Cairnmore, * The gresat Cairn or Heap’ Aird,
« A Haight’ Drummsthaty, or Drummartie, * The gravelly ridge.’
Drambeltie, * The Ridge of Beltin,’ or, * The Fire of Bel on May-day.’
Fongorth, * The bungry $oil;" or Fonnart, ¢ The Land .of Stones.’ iral-
beathy, ¢ The Birch Haogh,” 8cc.—Some are Saxen: As; Denhead; Sten-
¢ony that is, Stane-town or SBwne-town ; Hmsughend, Birkenburn, Meik-
Jour, Littieour, are apparently compounded from the Saxon and Bntifk:
Meiklowr, (Gtuated on the Tay,) ¢ The great Water§? LRittleour, {fitus
ted on the burn of Lunan), * The Little Water.*
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15s. the, boll), amounts to L. 4826 Sterling ; and if the
rent of , the diftant portions -above mentioned were taken
inte the account, it would amount to L. §651. The beft
arable land. is let from L.z to L.x:11:6 the acre; the
inferior kinds from g s. to 18 s. the acre », |

Sfé&e._-:;_;', Herttors, Schooi, Poor, t9c.—The livin E :.imgun ts
te L. 59, (including L. 5 : 11 ; 14 for communion-elements),
22 bolls of qat-m{:al, and- 1o bolls of barley, Lin]ithgc;w
meafupe, A procefs for augmentation of the flipend is at
prelent depending. The King 1s patron. The date of the
church has been already afcertained It is not only incon-
venient in the higheft degree, but too fmall for the parifh.
The manfe was built in 1754, in a very infufficient man-
ner; the offices in 1782, and are in good order. The
glebe confifts of about 8 Scotch acres. Taking the parifh
in the large extent already mentioned, there are 44 he-
ritors or landholders in it, (of whom many are fmall pro-
prietors or porticners ;) but 5 of them are not included in
the valuation of the parifh. Only 4 of the greater, and:
2 of the fmaller proprietors, are conilantly or occafionally
refident : feveral others live in neighbouring parifhes.—
There 1s one parifh fchool. Two at leall would be ne-
ceflary to accommodate the inhubitants ; one in the fouth,
and one in the north quarter, The fchoolmafter's falary is
L.ix:2:24%. His fecs are, for teaching reading, 1s. the
quarter, for reading and writing, 15. 6d. for arithmetic
and Latin, 2s. 6d. He is alfo clerk to the kirk-feffion,
with a falary of L.3, befides perquifites. The parifh-
fchool was formerly well frequented, and of great repute

VoL, 1X. 3 R 5 in

% Price of Lan{~=An eilate of L.87 a.year was fold in 1792 for
L. 4410, being more than 5o years purchafe. The lands of two portion-
ers were lately fold ; one of L. 1o a-year. for L. 413, 19s.; the other of
L. & a-yenr, for L. yoo. Property, however, is not offerr changed.

-
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in the Stormont. The prefent namber of fcholars is about
go.—The number of pootr is much diminifbhed, in confe-
quence of the progrefs of improvement and of indufiry.
In the year 1975, the Juftices of Peace for this county en-
afted certain regulations for fupprefling vagrants and beg-
ging ; and appointed lifts of the poor in every parith to
be made up half yearly, and their maintenance to be pro-
vided for by affeffment, if it fhould be found reguifite.
The heritors and kirk feffion of this parifh met according-
ly, and agreed to adept the plan pointed out by the Jufti-
ces of Peace : but it was not carried into effe®. The lift
of the poor at that time contained 3°0; of whom 19 recei-
ved affiltunce from the parith-funds, and 11 were allowed
badges. The average amount of thefe funds was L. 13,
#s.8d. At prefent, there are 12 on the poors lift; and
the averape amount of the parifh-funds, for the laft § years,
is L.29:13:6. They receive from 23, to 4s. the month;
in all L. 1, r2s.; which makes L. 19 4s. a-year. They
alfo receive about L. 3, 33. extra at Martinmas for clothes
‘and fhoes: total, L. 22, 75. But it muft be remarked,
that many of them contribute towards their own fupport;
and they have in general a laudable pride, in ot requi-
ring aid from the parith funds, as long as they can fubfift
without it. The kirk-feflion gives occafional fupply to
fuch as are lefs neceflitous. Their clerk and beadle are

likewife paid out of thefe funds *.
Prices

® About Chriftmas 1729 began the feverelt froft that had been knowi
fince the year 1715. For fix weeks, from the it of january 1740, the
river Tay was frozen over; and loaded carts paffed and repafled on the
ice. ‘The crop of that year, not being fully ripened, was very deficients
and oat-meal rofe, in 1741, to the enormous price of L. 12 Seots (L.t
Sterling) the holl. At that time, the moft indigent poor of the parith
Yeceived 6 3, scots, (6 4. Sterlirg) a-week ; and thofe who were able 10

Beg, 23, Scows, (2 d. Sterling.) The next feafon was ay mild as the for-
mer
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Prices and Wages.—The price of all kinds of provifions
has rifen confiderably within thefe few years; that of
poultry, in particular, is almoit double what it was in , ;83.
The average price of beef, mutton, veal, lamb, and pork,
through the year, is 35 d. the Dutch pound. Poultry, 1od,
or 1s.; achicken, 3d.; a dozen of egygs, 3d.; butter, 6d.
the Englith pound; cheefe from 4s. to 6s. the flone, of
16 pounds, the pound containing 22 ounces ; potatoes, 6 d.
the peck, of 2 flones Dutch or meal weight. The prices
of grain are for the moft part lower than in the Hadding-
ton market. As the farmers ufeally fell on credit, and de-
liver in December, January, &c. what i3 pot to be paid
till midfummer following, they get a higher price than
they would otherwife receive. Barley, of crop 1791, was
from 14s. to 18s. the boll ; oats from 12s. to 155.; feed
oats from 163 to 17s5.; peale from 13% to 1§5s.; oat-
meal from rgs. 4d. to 16s. The prices are in general
higher for crop 17g92.--Servants, both male and female,
are commonly hired for the whole year. The befl man
fervant for hufbandry receives L. 15 or L. 12 ; an ordina-
ry one from L. 6 to L. 8. They either have their viftuals
in the farmer’s houfle, or in lieu of vi&tuals, 6 bolls and a
half of cat-mes), and milk from his dairy. Female fer-
vants receive from L. 3 to l.. 4. A man, for harvell work,
gets from L. 1 to L. 1, 18s.; a woman from 165 to L. 1 ;

wer had been fevepe. The crop was uncommonly fertile, and geoerally
got in about the middle of Septemiber N. 5. Before Martinmas 1744,
the price of meal fell to L. & Scots the boll. Im confequence of the very
late and unprodudtive crop of 19783, the puice of oat-meal agan rofe, in
the faragner of 1783, to L. ¢ the bell. In Auguit that year the heritors
and kirk.feffion directed L 12 to be taken from the parith-funds, and di-
#ributed in the courle of four weeks ; and foon after, 1o bolls 1 firlot
and 1 peck of the meal, which was fent to Scotiand by order of Govern-
gaent, were peceived and ditribpted in like maanner By thefe means, a
Mwparary relief was afforded to many of the indudkrious poor,
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a day-labourer, in fummer, 1 s. a-day, or 1s. and his vic.
tuals, in winter, 1o0d.; a wright from 1s. 2d. to 15 64d.;
a mafon, Is r1od.; aratlor, 8 d. and his vituals. Wea-
vers earn from ¥ s. 4 d. to 2s. a-day : when trade is brilk,
an aflive workman will gain much more ; for as he ufual-
ly buys the yarn which he manufatures, his profits from
the fale of his cloth are, in this cafe, very great., It isto
be obferved, however, that they are feldom more than ¢
months engaged in weaving ; that is, from Martinmas to
the end of Auguft, or beginning of September, when the
lint-harveflt commences. _The {carcity, and the confequent
high wages of men fervants, are chiefly owing to the num-
bers now employed in weaving, tempted by the profits
made in this branch of manufaéture *.

Fuel.e

* 5tATE of Earnings and Expenfes of Three Families
of Induflrious Poor.

No, L
A day-labourer, his wife, and 4 fmall children, the eldeft under 7 years
of age, the youngeft an infant. |

Earnings a-week.

The man earns at 2 medium, — — L.ao § @
The woman (affifted by the eldeft child océafionally k:epmg

the infant) earns by fpinning, — o 2 O

' Total, o 7 9

Amount in the year, L2c 3 ©

Expenfes a-week.

Four pecks of oat-meal, and ewo of barley.meal, —_ L. o 4 6
Milk, falt, onions, and potatoes, * — - e I I
Soap, ftarch, blue, and oil, — e o o 3
Butter, cheele, hn.r.'un, or uth::r meat, - am o 0 6
Thread and worfted, - - - a o I

R

Total, o 6 5
Amount in the year, L.16 13 &

Excels of earnings, L 3 9 4
A noual
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Fuel—~Peat and turf, {chiefly brought from =a diftance),
broom and furze, were formerly the only fuel ufed in this
diftrit, To thefe, coal is now added, which they fetch
from Perth, 10 or 1t Englifh miles from the fouthmoft
part of the parith. Although the boll of coal, of 40 flones
Dutch weight, feldom coils lefs than 3s. at Perth, and has
lately been greatly dearer, partly'in confequence of the in-
creafed demand for it, they juftly recken it cheaper, as it

15

Annual Expenfes.

The man"s wear of & lnit, 438.; of a working jacket and
breeches, 45.; of @ bonnet and handkerchief, rs. 1d. L. 0 ¢ 1
OFf two flurts, 835 ; of 2 pair of thoes, and two pair of

ftockings. 9 5. — = _— o I7 @
The woman’s wear of gown and petticoats, 45.; of a (hift,

3 s 3d. —— — e o 7 3

Of a pair of thoes, 4. and & pair of ftockings, 15 64d. o g 6

Of an apron, 15, 6d.; of handkerchiefs, caps, 8cc. 3s. o 4 6
The childrens wear, - s o i ©
Lying in, lofs of time by ficknefs and bad weather, and bu-

rials, one year with another, —_— . o IT @

S T —

Total, L.3s 9 4

Rent of a houle and garden, L. 1. The garden, which the man drefies
in the momings and evenings, affords the family cabbages, greens, and
potatoes, to the amount of the rent.  Fuel coiis 10s ; bat after dung-
ing the garden, there is a remainder of afthes, which dungs as muck
ground (given by the farmer) as produces potatoes worth 10 s,

No. 1L,

4 day-labourer, his wife, and 5 children, the eldeft o years of age, the

Youngeft an infant.

They have an acre of land, grafs for a cow, and a houfe and garden;
rent, at an average, L. 3, 103 The eldelt "boy or girl earns for wfelf,
by keeping cattle. The acre of land, &c. enables this famiiy to gain
L 1 more a-year than Wo, I. They have, therefore, L. 4: 9 : 4 for
gefraying annual expenien

No. I1L.
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is more eafily procured, than any other kind of fuel. In
fummer, the farmers fometimes g> 30 or 40 miles to the
coal
No. III.
A weaver, his wife, and 3 (mall children, the eldeft under ¢ years
of z2ge, the youngeil an infant.

=y

Earnings 3-week.

The eamnings of the man apd woman cannot be fepgraged, as they are
both employed in manuincturing the fame piece of cloth.

'Their earnings at a mediom, — - L.o 9 o
Amaunt in the year, 33 3 ®
Expenfes a-week.

Three pecks of cat-meal, and twe of barley-meal, — L. o 31 §
Milk, {alt, onions, and potatoes, —_— g 1 a
Butter, cheefe, bacon, or other meat, - - o o 8
Scap, frarch, blue, and oil, — - o o b
Thread, thrum, and worlied, - - o o 1
L.o g5 1l

Mmount in the year, g 7 &

Exeefs of earnings, L. B o &

Annual Expenfes.

The man’s west of a fuit, 4s. 6d.; of 2 working jacket and

breeches, 44.5 of » hat and handkerchuef. 2 5. o Lot #&
Of 2 fhirts, 8 5. ; of a pair of fhoes and 2 pair of Ro-kings, gs. © 17 ©
The woman's wesr of gown and petticoats, § s. ; of 2 fhifts,
61, 64d.; of o pairof {hoes, 45.; of 3 aprons 3s. o 38 b
OFf a puir of ftockings, 15. 6 d.3 of handkerchiefs,
caps, &cc. s, —— — o &8 6
The childrens wear, —_—— — I & @
Fuel, —— 1 e
Lying in, fickne(s and lois of time thereby, and burials, one
yeas with anothey, -— — ¥ 5§ @
Total, I.5 13 ¢

Balance, I.2 & 18

Rent of a houfe and garden, L. 1. The garden, dreffed by the man in the
mornings and evenings, affords them cabbages, greens, and potatoes, (e

ths apnount of the rent.

1 The Ukiversity of Edinburgh
The University of Glzagow



of Caputh. £03

coal pits in Fife, where it is purchafed at a comparatively
low price.

Villager~—Thete ate five -townthips or villages, contain.
ifig from 20 to 38 families; and 6, containing from 4 to 17
families. Meiklonr; the largeft of them, has 3 fairs for
cattle in the yeat. At Spittalfield a ftamp-office was efta.
blifhed in 1575,

Linen Manufalture~~The following quantities of linen
have been annually ftamped here.

From Nov. 1. 1975 Tards. Value.
te Nov. 1. 1476, 70,264 L. 3265 15 #~1
17775 83,130 3655 9 4
1748, 84,821 3039 7 of
1779 97:975 357t 14 8§
————— 1480, 103,650 4077 io ©
— 1781, 84,312 3773 19 11}
- 1782, 99,461 4335 7 6
1783, 114,161 4635 17 10
1794, 1¢7,326 4442 o ot
1785, 107,653 4831 o 1}
1786, 103,183 4310 10 10}
1787, 105,129 4475 10 3%
1788, 98,914 4079 17 6}
1789, 96,794 3819 7 8
— 1790, 192,974 4214 2 1bd
— 1791, X22,731 4418 o 1}
1792, 104,451 4610 1 8

Total in 17 years, 1,680,038 L.6g,555 13 22

The greateft part of this cloth is flamped unbleached. It
coniifls of white and browa linen ; the latter known by
the
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the name of Scrimms and Silefas. Formerly, not above
one third of what was famped was manufa@ured in the
parifh ; but during the two laft years, the parifh manufac-
tured about one half of the quantity ftamped. Befides the
above quantities, and without reckoning. 12,000 yards and
upwards, annually made for houfehold ufe, there are about
20,200 yards manufaétured in the parith, which are ftamp-
ed at Blairgowrie or Dunkeld.

Antiguities.—About a mile and a half north-weft from
the church, in a very elevated fituation, there is a {mall
Druidical circle. Befide it are two large flones, deeply funk
in the ground ; the top of the loweft is artificially formed
into ap inclined - plane, facing the fouth, and cnntﬂ';ﬁﬁ'a
number of {mall cavities; which may have been ufed by
the Druids in the performance of religious rites, Near the
church, there are the remains of a casrm, where probably a
crofs had been erefled during the I:revalen-::e of Popith fu-
peritition ; the place fiill retammg the name of Crofi-cairn.
Cairnmure is the largeft cairn in this country, being 456
feet in circumference, and 18 feet high. It has been lately
furrounded with a row of trees and 2 flone wall. Above
half a mile fouth-weft from this, fiands muther, 357 feet
n c:rcumference, and 14 feer high. In a line with thefe
two, and at the fame diftance, there is 4 third, of a fmaller
fize, The top of the craig at Stenton, a mile wefl from
the church, bears evident marks of having been a fortified
fpot. It is called Kemp's Hold, or the Soldier’s Fafinefs.
Some fragments of weapons were dug up about 16 years
ago, when it was planted with trees. It has a very piftu-

The antiquities of Inchtuthel have
It is a flat
of

refque appearance.
been delcribed by the ingenious Mr Pennant *,

#*Tour in Scotiand py93, Part 1L, p. 67,71 where there is any ¢h-

_graving of this tabulated eminence, Mmfficiently exact, except in the vieW
' given

I

8 The University of Edinburgh
The Universily of Glasgow



of Capued, 505

of i6o Scotch acres, regularly fleep on every fide, and in
every part of equal height, that is, about 60 1eet above the
great plain of the Stormont, on which it ftands. Here the
Piéts had a town, which muft have been a place of great
firength, and of which the veitiges may be difcerned at the
fouth-weft corner of this fingular elevation. Boetius calls it
Tuline or Tultna, and fays, that it was populous and well
fortified ; but. deferted and burnt by the Fifls. on the ap-
proach of the Romans under Agricula : he adds, (as tranf-
lated by Helinfhed,) “ the Scortifhmen in our time call the
place Inchtuthill . The Romans alfo availed themfelves
of this fitmation. Their camp flood on the north-eait bor-
der, and commanded an extenfive view of the plain. It is
500 yatds fquare; the walls, to a conliderable height, were
firongly builc, nine feet and a half thick, with flones
brought from a guarry 2 miles diftant; the flones have
been gradually removed, and the w.lls are now almoft le.
velled by the plough. In the courfe of ploughing, frag-
ments of weapons, and fome entire utenfils, were formerly
found. Here, Mr Pennant fixes the Errea of the Romans;
with much greater probability than Dr Stukeley +, who
fuppofes it to have been Perth; though in :is map, he
pPlaces it north-eaft of the Tay, and on the very {pot where
the prefent Delvin ftands. There are two tumuli or bar-
rows, and a redoubt, on the fouth-eaft fide of the camp,
A few years ago, the largeft ot thefe barrows was opened,
ind confifted of a rich block mold, poflibly compoled of

Vor. IX. 35 the

fiven of its fides, which are reprefented too fkeep. The eaft and weft
fides are covered with thriving focil-trees, planted by the late Mr Mac.
ketimie

b

% Bost, Hif Scotiz, lib. iv. p. 61 Holinflieds Hiltgrie of Seottande,
P- 52, 53

1 In his 2ccount of Richard of Cirencefter, quoted by Pennant,
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the afhes of the funeral pyres that had been confumed there,
It is now diftinguifhed by a clump of trees. Inchtuthel is like-
wife believed to have been part of the land granted by Ken-
neth I1I. (who began his reign in 9%%,) to Hay for his bra-
very in the battle of Luncarty; apd his defcendents * poflc{led
it till the beginning of the 14th century. There appears
to have been a2 Roman flation 3 miles to the eaft of this,
in the moor of Meiklour, towards the extremty of the
parith. The line of the Roman military road leading thi-
ther, can be fhil traced thiough the parifhes of Scone, St
Martin’s, and Cargill : and this road feems unqueftionably
to be the continuation of that which paflfed through Strath-
ern, and crofled the Tay at Rome, a little to the weftward
of Scone, where probably there was a bridge of wood over
the river +. Where the Roman road touches on the Hla, a
bridge is alfo fuppofed to have ftood, of which the neceflity
is evident, for the p.rpole of cpening a communication
from the fouth with the ftation near Meiklour, and by con-
{equence with the champaign country, both eaft and well,
as far as the Grampian Mountains. Here the Romans
raifed a wall of earth, about 24 feet thick, (for it is difficult
to afcertain the exaét meafurement,) defended by a ditch on
each fide, 6~ feet diftant from the wall. This wall, which 1s
now named the Cleaving Dike, ftretched above two miles
and a half, from the ancient courfe of the Tay to the Iila;
which, by their commodious junflion two miles below,
completely fecured the ftation. The {pace inclofed is 1n
the form of a delta. In this area, there are feveral explo-

ratory mounts ; one, apparently artificial, (now called the
.Bfﬂ'fti’-&iﬂr

® William sth Farl of Errol (who fucceeded in 1506) was in his fa-
ther’s lifetime, deligned William of Caputh, and Maiter of Errol.
Douglas’s pecrage.

$ Appendix to Pennant’s Tour, Ne. I35, p. 4571.
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Black%l, and planted with firs,) flands near the head of
the fuppofed bridge, and from the remains of a fortification
on the top, feems to have been defigned to cover the land-
ing-place.—The font or veffel ufed in adminiftering bap'ifm
in the church, is of a fingular conftruttion. It is made of
brafs, 161 inches in diameter. On the interior furface are
impreffed two circular lines of words ; the ourer circle con-
tains, in Roman charaers, DI. DAL. WVNDI , five
times repeated ; the inner circle coniiils of unknown cha-
raflers, four times repeated, which cannot be reprefented
without an engraving An exaét tranfeript of the whole
was made by me feveral years ago, and preﬂ:nted to the
Antiquarian Society of Scmland

General Charalter and Condition of the People —The
people here have an indifference, and even diflike, both to a
feafaring and g military life. They prefer the occupations
in hufbandry or manufa&ure, to which they are inured
from their infancy. They are rather fond of large jwed-
dings and funerals, and often incur unncceflary expenfe on
fuch occafions. Of late, i‘h'r.-:,r have become much more
ftudious of drefs than they were, and have chan.ed for
the better their mode of hving in many articles of do-
meftic economy. They are now inore attentive to clean-
linefs than formerly ; their cottages are more fubftuntially
and commediou{ly built ; and their condition 15 daily im-
proving. On the whole, they are {ober, peace«bl: and in
duftrious. They are in general humane te one another, and
fhow great kindnefs and fympathy to their diftrefled neigh-
bours. .During the laft 30 years, one inftance of fuicide
has happened ; and cne perfon has been banifhed. 1 have
not heard of any perfon belonging to the parifh having

fuffered capital punithment.
Advantages

% I fuppofe the letter knmpdiately before D to be N. If fo, it is this
letter inverted,
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Advantgges and ﬂfﬁlif‘ﬂﬂﬂ.fﬁtyﬁl.-’.—.ﬁ jqdici‘;?qs oblerver
has remarked, that the light grounds in the Stormont puffe{':
this advantage over richer and ftronger foils, that though
the crops are never uncommonly weighty, yet they are
moderatly good, in a greater variety of feafons, than irany
place where his obfervution has eached. A new road
now mahking to Perth by Stanley, will be of confiderable
utility to the parith. And confequences fHIl more bene-
ficial muit arife from the accomplifhment of a plan now in
agitation. for building a bridge over the Ifla, where it
empties itfelf into the Tay, and for making a turnpike
road fram that bridge to Pc:'fh #, The road between Dun-
keld and Cupar in Angus pafles-through the middle of the
parith ; but, though it is a great thoroughfare, it has never
been made in a {ufficient manner. The ftatute-labour, being
formerly exaéted in kind, was ill adapted either to the con-
ftruftion or prefervation of good roads. .Asit is now com-
muted, 11 may be reafonably expe&ed to produce an advan-
tageous change in the flate of the roads in the couynty. A
marl-pit has been lately drained. There is alfo fome lime
in the parifh, but the want of coal renders it ufvlefs. In-
deed the principal difadvantage under which the inhabitants
labour, is their diftance from ceal, and from lime, for the
purpofes of agriculture. It is to be regretted, that fome
well dircfted atrempts have not been made, to difcover
whether there is coal in this diftri®. A matter of fuch im-
portance merits a trial.  Much of the parifh is ftill unin.

clofed. The farmers arve fully fenlible, that inciofures would
' be

* Tt is at once amufing and inftructive to reflect, that near the fpot
where the intrepid Apgricols conftru@®ed = «ooden bridge for tranfpost:
ing the troops who were to jubdue the valowr and ravage the ficlds of
the brave Caledonians the rnlightened deicendents of thafe upeivilized
but generous barbarians, are about to crei a more folid ftraéture, for
the nobler purpofe of sdvancing t.e cuitivation and improvement of
timir coumtry

"
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be of effential benefit to them ; and from the increafing ac.
tivity and fpirit of the proprietors, there is every realon to
believe, that in the courfe of not many years, the moft va-.
luable part of it will be properly divided and inclofed.
Thirlage flill continues in the parifth, and is felt by the
farmers as a grievance and 2 bar to improvement. For
the fake of an induftrious body of men, it is much to be
withed, that this-odious remainder of feadal tyranny were
entirely abolifhed,

N UM
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