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NUMBER XXXVI

PARISH or DUNLOP,

(County oF AYR, SYNoD oF GLASGOW AND AYR,
PRESBYTERY oF JRVINE).

By the Rev. Mr THoMASs BRiSBANE.

Name, Extent, Rivulets, 8¢,

OrHixnG is feemingly more arbitrary and capricious

than the names of places, and nothing is for th .t rea-

fon perhaps lefs attended to and underftood 3 OWINgE. as we
fuppofe, their origin to mere fancy or arbitrary will, we
think them unworthy of a fericus inVuf‘tiguticn; and that
every attempt to account for them, is but 2 confirmation
of what we {fuppofe. On the other extreme, is the opi-
nton of thofe who allow, ind:ed, that they may be traced,
and their meaning afcertained, but that in order to this, an-
cient times muft be confulted, and ancient tales be belje-
ved. Whatever, therefore, comes flamped with this au-
thority, and has any relation, though but in found to the
name, 15 ad nirted as a matter of importance, and iufficient
to fettie every inquiry of this kind., Lo fuch perions the
. marveilous

L

£ The Undvarsity of Edinburgl
The University of Glasgow



534 wewiystcal Aeccount

marvellous and improbable are fo far from being objeftions,
that they rather appear to be natural for the times that
gave them birth, and neceffary to give dignity and perma-
nancy to what they were intended to exprefs. It is for
this reafon, that the names of places have been explained in
the moft fanciful mamner, and circumftances adduced in the
explication of them, that exceed every degree of probabi-
lity, and are evidently falfe. The name before us, as ac-
counted for by fome, is one of thefe. According to them,
there was among the Danes who infefled this country, a
man of extraordinary flrength and ftature, and thast upon a
time, to fhow ] fuppofe his extraordinary foliy, he made a
remarkable leap from a hill in the neighbouithecod of cthe
place where the church now f{tands, and that to this inci-
dent the hill itfelf and the parifh are indebted for their
name. But without examining into the metits of this ftory,
or regretting that it had not been more circumitantially
told, we need only obferve, that the mawme 1s with much
more probability derived trom an old and refpeétable fami-
ly in the parih, or from its hilly appearance Daun-ldep or
Dun-luil, ignifying, in Gaelic, * a winding or circultous
hill ;" and were we to credit the tradition, that the houfe of
Danlop ftoed originally on the top of Dunlop-hill, we
might be led from this circumfiance, and the appearance of
the ground about it, to fuppofe, that it might be called, in
the language of the times, the houfe on, or the houfe of the
winding hill, and that the family itfelf might afrerward
affume that name, and give it to the parith. The parifh s
of an oblong figure, being about 7 Englifh miles long, and
2% broad. It is bounded by the parifhes of Neilfton,
Stewartoun, and Beith. From the firlt of thefe it is fepa-
rated in front by a fmall burn or brook on the E. from the
fecond in the fame manner on the S. and from the laft by

Lﬂgtﬂn‘uﬂ the N. This has its fource in the parifh of
Neilfton,
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Neiilton, is well ftored with fith, efpecially trout, and i1s at
prefent only worthy of notice for the cxtent of country
through which it paffes, and the winding courfe which it
takes in its progrefs to Garnoch, which it turns in the
neighbourhood of Kilwinning. There are no rivers, and
but 2 buarns in the parith, one of which is confiderable e-
nough to afford a fuflicient {fupply of water during the win-
ter, and in wet feafons, to the malls which are ereled on
it, and is faid to contain the charhe or chare, a fpecies of

trout of the fineft quality.

Roads.~~By means of the roads which interfet it in dif.
fecrent places, there is an ealy accefs to every part of the
parifh, and likewife to the country and town around it. In
confequence of this, the people have frequent and friendly
intercourfec with one another, know the wvalue of every
thing they have to fell, and can bring it to the beft mar-
ket. To the fame caufe, perhaps, may be afcribed that po-
lith and urbanity which they have in common with their
neighbours, and that fondnefs for drefs which is fo obferva-

ble on public oceafions,

Surface, Svidy and Produce~~The parith of Dunlop may
be faid to ftand upon high ground, and to confift of a great
variety of hills. INone of thefle, however, are remarkable
for their height, but many of them for the beautiful and
extenfive profpelts which chey give, and ali of them for the
rich grafs which they produce, arifing from an elevated
bafe, which occupies great part of the parilh. The ground,
though hilly, is of ealy accefs, and well adapted to the pur-
poles of pafture and agriculture. Jor the fume reafon, it
abounds in fprings of excellent water ; and being moreover
within a few miles of the fea, it is blefled with a pure and
healthful air. In comfequence of this, the people are fub-

je&t
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530 Statiflical Account

jett to few difeafes, and generally live to 2 good old age.
In the weftern parts of the parifh, the foil is either light
or of a thin clay, and towards the E. the prevailing {oil is
deep and heavy, with a cold wet bottom. And chis, it is
probable, has given rife to a praftice unknown in other
parts of the country, and which ftrangers are apt to con-
fider as foolilh and unaccountable. The cuftom is, to
plough with 4 horfesand 3 men; 2 of the men are em-
ployed in the ufual way ; bur the third, with a long pole
fixed to the beam of the plough, direéts the beam, and af-
fifts the ploughman, By this mode, of an ancient date
among them, they imagine they do more and better work
in the fame time, than could be done by any other method.
But whether the advantages of this, fuppofing them to be
real, will overbalance the expenfe of an additional horfe
and fervant, iIs certainly a queftion of fome importance,
efpecially to thole who have nothing bur cuftom te juilify
their continuance of it. In a place like this, where the
farms are fmall, and where the ploughing is carried on by
two neighbours jointly, this expenfe i1s indeed not fo rea-
dily perceived; yer flill it muit be for their interefl to per-
ceive 1t, and for their credit, as proper farmers, to retrench
it. From what has been faid concerning the difference of
{onl, 1t 1s ealy to fee that there wi'l be a difference alfo in
what it produces. The crops accordingly, which are ufial-
Iy outs, are better and more produftive in the firft and fe-
cond, than they ar: in the third divition of foil ; thoie of
the former yiclding from 197 to 19, and thofe of the latter
but from 12 to 1§ pecks of meal the boll. The average
rate, however, of med the boll, fur the whole pariih, will
not exceed r4 peeks, though the boli here contains a bulkel
, more than it does iu meft other counties in Scotland. And
what may appear a little fhiange for a parith not of great

extent
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extentt, the harvefl is concluded fome feafons five * focner in
the weftern than it is in the eaftern extremity of it. But the
principal produce, or manufatture, as it may be called, of the
pariih, 1s cheefe. For this it has been long known and diftine
guithed, infornuch that all the cheefe made in the coun-
try about it, when carried to Paifley, Glafgow, or farther,
goes by the name of Dunlop cheefe, and finds & better
market on that account. Nor is this preference to be af-
cribed altogether to prejudice ; for it is certainly as good as
ever it was, and equal, if not fuperior, to what is made any
where elle. The praflice of making fweet-milk cheefe,
as it 15 called, was firlt introduced into this parifh by ode
Barbara Gilmour, whole grandfon is ftill living, and is pro-
prictor of the {ame farm. Having gone to Ireland, to 2-
void the hardlbips which people were then expofed to on
account of religion, fthe is faid o have brought it with her
when the returned about the time of the Revolution. Since
that period, cheele has been the great and almoit the only
bufinefs of Dunlop., Senfible that their fituation was more
favourable for this than for any other purpofe, the people
beftowed upon it the greateft care, and turned it to the beft
advantage.—They have inclofed their ground, have but a
third or fourth of it in tillage, 2nd the reft in grafs, which
i> always a plentiful crop, and of the fineft quality. They
are very attentive both to the colour and fhape of their
cows, which are rather finall than otherwife, and common-
ly of their own raifing. And as thefe feed in inclofures,
free from the reftraints of herding, and are not brought in-
to houles during the night, from the beginning of May to
the end of harvefl, the quantity of milk which they give
1s very great. I am forry that under this article I cannot
give the reader all the information I could wifh, cither as

Vor.IX. 3 Y to

* Perhaps the word omitted by the auther is * weeks.”
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538 Statiftical Account

to the number of cows that is kept, or the guantity of
cheefe that is made in the parifh. The people were a-
larmed when queftioned aboutr thefe things, and alleging
that this was valuing their farms, they refufed to give me
any fatisfaétion on this head ; only from what T could col-
lect, fo far as I went with this view, I fhould fuppofe that
there may be about 758 cows kept, and about 1¢,612 flones
of cheele made in it annually, which 1s equal to L. 3714,
4 s. at 7s. a-flone, the market-price at prefent. And to
this they are well entitled, both on account of the quantty
and quality of their checfe. Yor as this is the produce of
the richeft pafture, and the belt cows, fo nothing can excecd
their integrity and cleanlinefs in manufa@uring it. Like
that made in fome of the countics of England, it appears 1o
great difadvantage whennew, but improves by ageand proper
keeping. The valued rent of the pandh 13 L. 4115, 175
6 d. Scats. The real rent upwards of L. 3c00 Sterling *.
Population.

# It mught be eapected, wn a conntty Like thiy, wilach is all inclodod,
that there would be a good deal of plantation, or at laft that hedge1ow -
would be frl:'qm."r'lt and n a th;l\.'jnhr condition. The trath s, t}lill'l,!',z-
tices he peceflary both in point of wtility and ornament, and though na
ture pomts with an gl hand as 1t were to many places where thele
fhould hej yet the, are only to he found in finall numbers, where an
houfc itands, or wheie one has ftood. “This generzl obiervauon, how -
ever, admits of two exceptions. Mr Dunlop of Dunlop has plunted
fome thounands of trees of duferent kinds within thefe few yeais; and
fiom his good tafte and great attention, there is every realon to expect
that he will pioceed on a larger feate. The late Mr Muir of Caldwall
was 2 man of the fnell tafte, and in nothing perhaps did his fupernonty
in that more appear, than in the manner in which he has lad oft It
ground, and placed his difficrent plantations. Thefe, tkivting and nter-
fecting his feveral farms, add both to their beauty and value ; and affoad
a pleafant proof, how much the face of 2 countiy, natmally bleak and
unpropitions, may be changed and improved. But an cxample of Lhas
kind was not likely to be followed by thofe whofe propoitcs we Lut
fmall, and who{e ftudy 15 economy, refiding the yreatar part of them on
thewr own tarms, and depending in a great meafunic enwlazthoy Jaodudt,

v ghey
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Poprlation. —According to Dr Weblter's report, the-
number of fouls then was 7g6. At the conclufion of the
year 1791, the population of the parifh, and the divifion of
its inhabitants, were according to the following table :

Population 5o years ago, - - Goo
— in the year 1791, . - “%9
Average of marriages, § for 12 years, 8
.. hirths, as above com- 16
-- deaths, puted, 1T
Inhabitants in the village, - - 112
country, - - 66
Number of males, - - - 389
females, - - 390
e perfons under 10 years of age, 166
- between 10 and 2c, I7I
20 and §c, 318
so and 72, 90
=0 and 1co 25

INumber

they confider every fpot they poflifs as of unmediate ufe, and wfeful only
as it hears & crop, o feeds a cow. Plans, therefore, of diftant proipect,
and of future advantage, but wlach muflt be attended with prefent ex-
ptﬂf-‘.‘. are foldom t]luught of, and never a:fnptftl. Under thefe CIrcun-
{tances, it 15 oot to be wondeied at, if the p:nij"ﬁ is, with refpect to tiees,
what it was in the days of their fathers, very naked and bare ; in.
deed, after what has been faud, the reader will he finprifed when he 13
told, that in no paurh of the fame lunits, and inhabited by fo plain and
frugal a people, will he find a greates number of good fubftantial houfes.
Many of thefc are dlated, and finithed in a {tyle that hows what might be
done in other things, was there the fame inducement. Thofe above us in
rank or yiches, may call forth our efteem or admiration ; but thofe in e-
gual ftaien with ourfelves call forth our emulation, and thefe
acftive principles by which we are urged from one thing to ano-
ther, and always farther than we would otherwife go, merely that
we may preferve our equality, and our wonted diflinétwon from
thofe beneath us; and when we attribute onc part of their improvement
to this, it 1s natural to hope, that fome time or other the fame principle
will operate as powerfully towards their improvement in other refpechs;
and that the nakednefs of the land will no longer flare every ftranger i
the face,
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Number of families, - . 160
~ married perfons, - 244
Seceders, . . 16
. proprietors refiding, - 41
non-refiding, 17
tenants, - - 63
male.-fervants, - - 32
female-fervants, - - or
malons, - - 6
weavers, - = 12
- carpenters or wrights, - 6
fl‘ni.th-‘l, - - - 3
- {hoemakers, - - 3
tailors, - - - 4
- labourers, - - 23
innkeepers, - . 3
poor, - - 8
Capital of their ftock, about . L. 325
Annunal income, abount - - 37
Number of churches, - n I
clergyman, - - X
{chools, - . - I
{choolmafter, - - F
Language,

* With regard to the population of the parifh 12 years ago, it is & liz-
tle uncertain, whether the number thereln ftated comprehended every in-
dividual, or thefe only who were of age to be examined. If the latter on-
1y, the number of the people would be much the fame then with what it is
at prefent; but it is more prcbable that the firlt was the eafe, as the di-
vifion of property has been frequent, and the number of proprietors con-
fiderably increated fince that time. With refped® to the lilt of perfons
between 70 and 100, it may be obferved, that 17 of thele were from 70
to 8o, and 8 of them from that to 100; 3 of thefe are fince doad, 1 of
them aged £5, and the other 92. The moft remarkable inftances of

3 longevilg
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Language, Cuffomns and Charaller.—With regard to the
people in general, and thofe things which mark and diflin.

gutth them, it may be obferved, that they retain nothing
r,at‘

langevity of late ycars, were James Anderlon, who died at the advan-
ced age of 120, and Juhn Andrew, fo old as 102, according to the repuit
of his family, As to proprietors and tenants, it may be noticed, that
there are but few of the furmer whaole properties are extenfive, and ot the
latter whote farms are large; and as the greater part of each ur thefe
it in grafs, the labonr of the feipale becomes more neceflary than that of
the male fervant to manage them. And this accounts for the dilpropor-
tion that 15 berween them., The pumber of both bhowever is diminiilied
during the winter, both becaufe they are lefs neceflary, and becaule
their wages are very high, The men get from L. 4 to L 6, and the we-
men frum L. 2 to L. 2, 123 for the haliiyear Frem which it i3 obvious
tv remark, that labour is very expenfive hete. The wages of an ordi-
nary labourer are frem £s. 4d. to xs. Od. a.-day, from the beginning of
February to the end of November, and in time of harveft they are fhil
higher, as then he gets the fame wages and his provifions alfe. How to
account for this it muft be confidered, that there a-c but few ol this
clafs, and that thefe few live within twe hours walk of the great works
in a neighbouring parifh, where they can find employment at all times
and on their own terms. Having & f{inwation fo ovaiing always befuic
them, and ciccummitances of advantage, wlach it is not their iotereil to
negledt, fo ealily in thewr power, it isnatoral for them to avail themlelves
of them, which they accoidingly never fail to do; fo that it is impudlibie
to fay what the price of labour, and where Iabourers may be found in a
few years in this part of the country., From what I have fard, it will be
exfily inferred, thac there are pone of thefe works within the bounds of
this charge ; and confidering its diftance from coal and fuel of every kind,
and its deficiency in water to an{wer thele purpuies, it is more than pro-
bable that nune of them cver will be in it. Nor is this 2 matter of any
regret 1o me, how much foever I may fuffer with others, from the caufes
which prevent them. Fur althongh I rejoice in the profperity aof my
country, and in every thing that tends to the improvement and hap-
pinefs of mankind, yet in the cafe alluded to, there is reafon, I appre-
hend, to rejoice with trembling. Woarks that depend fo much on the
laboor of the young, and that mult neceflar:y crowd fo many of them
topetber, muflt be hurtful to their health, and holding outr an earlv and
frong temptation to indigest and negligent pareats to part with theic
children, at a titne when they (heuld be attending to that educativo whach

s
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of the language which was originally fpoken in the counu-
try, except the names of fome places, which are evidently
Gaelic, fuch as Knockmead, Duniflat, &c. Breckenhaugh,
(which 1s a Scotch word), is the name of one of the fineft
natural objeéts that is to be met with in this part of the
country ; for walking upon level ground, which feems to
be of confiderable extent in all direftions, we come, without
expefting it, to the top of the hill, where we are flruck

with

is neceflary to form their minds, and fecnre their ulefulnels, they muit be
eventually at lenft hurtful to their manneis; not to mention, that by col-
leéting fo many people of all deferiptions into one place, they may mate-
rially affedt, if not exhauft the funds of the poor. But it is not my inten-
tion to refiedt upon works, in which human ingenuity feems to be caried
almofl as far as 1t can go, and in which perfons of the firft charaéter and
greateft re(pectability are concerned. And therefore I remaik, thar as to
what relates to the poor, thefe ftated in the table ars not the only per.
fons who receive from the funds. "There are hefides thele, feveral others
whom it 15 found neceffary to aflilt from time to time, but who are not
entered on the poors hiit, heraufe they aie able to do fomething for them-
felves, and that they may be the more induftrious. The capital of their
fund commenced about 60 years ago in the time of Mr Rouat. He was
what is called a popular preacher, and popular with this peculiartty, that
he was equally efteemed by the great and the common peuple; and be-
ing well attended every Sabbath by both, the colleftions were fuch as to
enable the feflion or veltry, to raile a little, ay 2 ftock, which has been
increafing ever fince, and i1s now pretty confiderable. The inteieft anfing
from this and the contributions at the chusch door on Sundays form the
annual income, which is appropriated to the exigencies of the poor, and
is ufually more thaa fuflicient to anfwer their demands and to put them
above the neceflity of begging. Bepging, however, is datly practifed by
thofe who come from other places, Reftrained from following this at
home, and knowing how ready the people here are to liften to them, and
relieve them, they pour in upon them from every guarter, and importune
them every bour. But that cannot be charity which brings abroad the
idle and the difeafed, and that cannot be charity which diftributes witk
an indiferiminating hand. Charity thinketh no evil, but charity muft
think the truth ; and while it does, it maft as infallibly lead us to dif-
countenance begging, as it will lead us to be mercifel, and full of cont
pafiion to the poor.
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with the greatnefs of the height, and the grandeur of the
valley below. In this fituation, we feel every thing which
the magnificent can inipire, not without a wifh to rerire
from it with all convenient {peed.—The language which
they fpeak 15 a mixture of Scotch and Engliih, and bas
no other fingularity, but the flow drawling manner in
which it 1s {poken, and that they uniformly pronounce
forw, fai-w, and mow, mai-w. The only cuftom which
they may be faid to retain is that of having gre}.;!: and ex-
penfive burials. It is no unufual thing when a wealthy
perfon dies, to invite two or three parifhes’to attend his fu-
aeral ; and as they are limited to no particular hour, great
part of the day is taken up in coming to it, and waiting
on it. But the lofs of iabour, and the lofs of time, are not
the only evils that follow it ; it becomes oppreflive ro thofe
who cannot afford the expenfe, but who, from wvanity or
pride, muil continue the cuftom. Many things have been
objucts of taxation, and were this as univerfal as it is unne-
ceflary, it would be wife and merciful in the Legiflature
not to excmpt it. In deferibing their charafter, it may
be juftly faid, that they are of the principles of the Church
of Scotland, and that thefe have the happieft influence on
their civil and religious conduét. Warmly attached to
the conftitution in Church and State, they are zealoufly
affefted for the interelts of both, and are almofl as rarely
feen to feparate from the church as they are heard to be
difloyal to their King. Nor are they lels exemplary in
the other duties of their flation ; fo that it but feldom hap-
pens, that any of them are addifted to the common vices
of the age; and there are but few of them who cannot
fhow, thac the hand of the diligent maketh rich. Among
a people of this complexion, taverns cannot be numerous,
nor be attended with bad effeéls ; for few will be inclined.
- to keep them, where little bufinefs and littie profits are to
be
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be expefled. There would accordingly be flili fewer than
the prefent number in the parifth, were it not for the pu-
blic roads, which are frequented by flrangers, and from
whom chiefly they derive their encouragement, fmall as it is.

Eeclfiaflical State, Stipend, School, 85 c.—The next article
in order is the church, under which it may be proper to
give fome account of it in ancient and modern times.
Dunlop was one of the many parithes that had been ap-
propriated to the monaftery of Kilwinning, and of which
that monaftery became the beneficiary or titular. This s
evident from a tranfaftion between the Commendator of
Kilwinning and Cuninghame of Arket, in the year 13581,
wheraby the former gives in tack to the latter the whole
teinds, parfonage and vicardge, of the parith of Dunlop, for
a certain number of years, and with the exception of cer-
tain lands therein fpecified. At an early period, therefore,
and as foon perhaps as it was defigned a parifh, it may be
fuppofed, that it would bave a parith-church, and that the
church may have {tood at firft at a place which is calied the
Temple-hcufe to this day. But when it was built, and
how long it continued there, cannot be known, as there 5
no vellige of 1t remaining. and as the tradition concerning it
is almoft gone. The next place where we find it, although
equaily uncertain of the time of its ereélion, is in a fitua-
tion which was happily chofen for the purpofes of dura-
tion in thofe days, flanding at the- bottom of a rock, ex-
tending itfelf in the form of a breaft-work, and under
the gloom of the trees and bruthwood with which it would
be covered. It poffelled every thing that was requifite to
infpire the worfhippers with reverence, and to promote the
feverity of their alts of mortification, which the npature
of their fin, or the pleafure of their priefi, might enjoin

" put whether it was cuftomary in thefe cafes, to repair to 3
large
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large detached ftone in the field above, and there to per-
form part of them, is fomewhat doubtful. The fione has
been called, time 1mmemeorial, Thugirtitane, for the reafon
juft now hinted, {ay the people, but more probably for its
being found by itfelf, Thaugirtftane being a corruption or
an abbreviation of The girt or great ftone. Hard by the
church was a {pring, which {till continues, and from which
iffues a fiream of the fineft water, and in fuch abundance
as to fill a bore of 2 inches diameter. It is fiyled in all
the old writings, which mention it, the Chaplainry of the
bleffed Virgin Mary, which thows, that it was dedicated to
her ; and that the Repping {tones in the burn, over which
the people pafled in their way thither, were called the
Lady‘s Steps, for the fame reafon ; which name the place
ftill retains, although there be now a bridge at it. From
what remains of 1it, it appears to have been a fmail houlfe,
but large enough, it may be prefumed, te accommodate the
inhabitantﬁ, which, probably it did till the Reformation,
when It was either deferted or deftroyed.  In a different and
more elevated fituwation, fiands the prefent church; but
having becn rebuilt about 27 years ago, the date of its
firft foundatinn, 1if there was one, has not been preferved.
It 15 pretty certain, howeter, from an infeription on the
graveftone of Mr Hamilton, who died in the year 1608,
and who is fuid to have lerved the cure here 45 years, that
it was built at the Reformation, or foon after it*. 1 he

Vor. I1X. 3 7 ftipend,

#* Having mentioned Mr Hamilton, T am naturxlly led to take notice
of the tomb in which he and his wife are buried. It & built of hewed
ftone, and covered with a ftone roof 1n the nfide ; it is arched and pla.
fiered, and bears evident rarks of having been painted and ormamented.
In the floor, un 2 flit ftone, Is the following circumdciiption.  * Heir lyis
Hanis Hamnltoune YVicar of Dunlupe, quha deceilit ¥e 30 of Maii 1608,
Ye aige of 72 zens, and of Janet Denhame his fpous.” At the zaft end,
under a marble arch, with two matble pillars of the Compofite order in

fromt,
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Stipend, including what is allowed for communion-ele-
ments, 15 communibus annis, about L.gz :1:4 Sterling.
The f[chool-houfe, which is a godd fubftantial building, con-
fifts of 2 floors, one of which is employed by the ichool,

and the other by the fchoolmafter’s family.

It was one of

the

front, are two flatacs kncrﬁng on & marble monument, w the sttitude  of
devotion, and hahitcd according to the fafhion of the times. On the
wall bevond them, which is alio marble. are thefe lines in capital letters:
“ He e lye the the bodies of Hanis Hamilton fonne of Archibald Hamil.
ton of Raploch, fervant 1o King Jamcu the Fift, and of Janet Denham his
wife, daughter of James Denham, Laird of Weftthielde. They hved
marvid togethier 45 veeres, during whach tyme the faid Hanis ferved the
cure at this cliurch. They were much beloved of all that knew them,
ant efpecitlly of the pardhoners. They had fix fonnes, James,: Archi.
bald, Gavin, John, Wilham and Patnck, and one daughter Jeaze, maryed
to Williamy Muire of Glunderftoune.

Rom £ CH.
ver. 18, The
affictions of

The duft of time lyis in this artfal Frame,
Whele hirth themn honored from an honored MName,

A pa1nrlll Pafror and his Ipottes Wife,

Prov. 31 Ca.
ver. 1o & =
Lhe price of

this life are “Whofe devour Statues embiime here there Laife, a vutuous
not worthy Bieft with the height ot favors from Above, woman 1
of the glory Blood, Girace ableft Memeoral! all mens Love, far abuve
which fhall A fruitfull ofspring on whom the Lord hath Fixt, pearies ==
be hewed Fortens with virtue and with honor Wint, A woman
unto ns, Then live thefr Dead abaove in endles Joyns, that feaele
the Laord,

Here v rheir Seid and Woble Cland'ebhoyes.
In whom (Graunt (oe O Heavens) their hono'd Name,

May never die but in the desth of Fame, led.

Round the verge of the arch is th's paffage from Damel, Dan. 12 b
3. " They that turn many to nghtivulnes thal flene as the flars fuos
ever and ever.” Above this is a fine reprefentation of a curtain pait.
ing in the miuddle, and held afide by a hand on each corner, a3 of 1o thow
them at their prayers. And overthe door, on a marble ftone, 15 this ie-
fcription, now fcarcely legible. * Come Lord Jefus, Come.”

vEr. 3

1b 41
1w
As the figures point to the time when the tormb was built, fo the im
_ tuad
4
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the belt houfes of the kind till of late, when fome have
been built in the neighbouring parithes on a larger feale,

and in better fituations. This 15 a circumflance that refleéts
the

tial letters were intended I imagine to reprefent, that it was built by
JH:I‘I-P:R Lord Vifcount Eian-leba}u:; fur o Sr Hamulton's eldeil fon is
defigned 1n an mfeuption on the fLhool houte, as we sliall ihow o its pro-
per place 1t 1s upon the whole a piece of fine workmun.dup, and a trj-
bute to the menorrof worthy parents, which muit have been VEFY £X-
penfive to thew pious fon  But through length of time, and great ne-
gledt, 1t has been much injured , and as theie are none who thimk them-
felves immediateiy concerned to heep 1t 1n repatr, it will foon become
ruinous. For none will unpute to the prefunt age, what was {aid ot the Pha-
rifecs, that they “ build the tombs of the prophets and parnmith the fepul-
chres of the righteous.” ] am not in poileflion of fuither information about
Mr Hamltea' frmi'y, and therefere thall only add. that it 15 not a hirtle
for the credit of Duniop, that Lefides thele who may be taid to belong to
it, it has given urth to perfons of {och enanence and diilinction as they
ceitainly were  Mi Hanis Hamiiton was great grandiather to Mr Wil
ham Carftasrs, Piwocipal of the Univerfity of Ldinbuigh, and t» Vi
William Dunton, Prmeipal of the Univerlity of Gilaigow, aud Hillorio.-
grapher for scotland. In Crawrord’s Hutory of Rentrewfhire, publihed
in 1710, Mr Hamalton’s elaell fon James, 1s ftyled Barl of Clanbryvial in
the kinpdom of Ireland ; but whether Hamilton, the prefent Earl of Clan-
bryfal, be a deflcendent of his, T know net. Yrom that penod little is
known of the mintilers of tlos [.I-:I.]'I[h:-,_ till the Revolution, when Mr Ga-

brirl Cuninghame was appointed to the charge. He had been one of the

indulged minifters, was a man of confiderable abilitics, and greatly re-
fpecied by the people.  To ham ficceeded Mir Jamiefon, in whomn fimpli-
city and godly fincerity were veiy confpicuous, and who therefore had,
what he was well entitled to, the luve and affection of his flock. “4hen
dymng, he left his two fons, who were then only boys, to the care of one
Aundeifun of Ciaighead, 8 plain countryman, who undeitook the charge,
and cxccutedd it with great fidelity. The one he bred a merchant. and the
other a clergyman, without imparing in the leaft the Litle patiimony
which was left them. Mr William Jamiefon, the clergyman, was miniter
of Rarick, and author of an ¥lay on Virtue and Happinels, wlich may
e confidered as an ingenious attempt to reconcie what is ineconcilable,

the different accounts of mowal obligation, After Mr Jamiefon was Mg
Reuat.
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the higheft honour on the gentlemen concerned, and prnmi:.
fes to be of extenfive utility, by exciting others to follow

their example, *

Rouat, of whom mention has been made already, and concerning whom
there are thele two ancedotes. The church-officer complaining one day
to the fervant, that Mr Fouat was toe much with the Gentles, was replied
to, that her mafter had fcripture for that; for, {ays the apoftle, Lo we
turn to the Gentles* He was convinced and relieved, and perfedlly
pleafed with the gentles. When the facrament was to be given for
the firft time by the gentleman who was then minifter, Mils Dunlop,
afterwards Lady Whallace, came to church rather early, and exprefed to
an old fervant her fatisfaction at fecing the houfe fo decently fillad,
¢« Madam faid the old man, this is nothing to what I have feen in Mr
Rouat's time, 1 have heard the boogers cracking st & o'clock o the
momi'g | The boogers cracking, What do you mean James, faxd Mifs
Dunlop ? Yes Madam, continued fames, I have {een the folk in his ume
fitting on the balks of the Kirk hike bykes o° bees.”” ‘Thefe fiories, trifling
and sidicalons encugh in themfelves, thow the fpiiit of the times, and
that it was poflible in thofe days, at leaft for the fame perfon to be a
gentleman, a fcholar and a popular preacher. Mr Rouat was afterwards
tranflated to Jedbuigh, where he lived but & fhort time. His fun was
fometime Profeflor of Church Haftory in the . ollege of Glafgow, and
died within thefe few years in the polileflion of all that efteem which was
due to the worthy fon of a worthy, father. Mr Baird fucceeded Mr
Houat as minifter of Dunlop and was, if inferior to s predeceflor in
popularity, his equal in prefence of ound, prompt expreffion, and pleafant
manners. He was moreever, hke him 100, a warm and perfoafive preacher,
2 fincere Chriftian, ind an honet man.—Thaofe that follow are ftill living.

# The fchool-houfe is of the fame age with the tomb, and was built by
the fame perfon, as will appear fiom the {ollowing infcription, above re
ferred to:

1641.
¢ This fchool is erefted and endowed by James Vifcount Claneboyes
in love to his panth, in which his Father, Hans Hamilton, was pa-
flor 45 years, in King James the fixt his raigne,™
1L v,

It is unfortunaze for the fchoolmatter, and indeed for education in the

parifh, that we know nothing more of that tranfaction, and it would cecie
tainly
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winly be generous in thole who may have the means of being zcquanted
with it, to difclofe it, that the intentions of the Noble Donor might be
anfwered, and the circumftances of the teacher bettered. For at prefent
he derives no other advantage from that endowment than the houfe he
lives in; and his place, including every thing belonging to it, does not
amount to L. rg a-year. Why then fthou!d we complain of the want of
Jearning in our teachers, or be furprifed if their fucceflors are not half fo
learned. In moft country parithes the number of fcholars is very preca-
rious, and the fchool wages exceedingly fmall, as fmall in many of them
as they were 20 years ago; in which cafe, what is to be expected, but
that either the teacher 13 himfclf untaught, or that he is difpirited in
teaching, and in a perpetual ftruggle for a better pisce. By which
means he neglects his prefent truft, and offends his prefent employers.
It would be wrong indeed to make them independent of their office, but
it would be as far wrong to ftarve them in it. Let them have what is
proper to call forth their exertions, and to reward their abilities, and then

w fhall fce the profeflion as refpectable as it 15 ufeful.

N U M-
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