PARISH OF KINNEILL.

PRESBYTERY OF ARBROATH, SYNOD OF ANGUE AND MEARNS,

THE REV. GEORGE WALKER, MINISTER.

I.—TorocrRAPHY AND NatvuraL HisTony.
Name.—THE word * Kinnell,” if, as 18 most probable, it signi-

fies * Bankhead” in the Gaelic language, is descriptive of the si-
tuation of the church ; for thre hillock en which the church stands
is about forty feet higher than the adjacent haugh;, and slopes more
or less abruptly on three sides, down to the level of the river Lu-
fan, and its subsidiary streamlet the Whauk burn.

Extent, &e.~~The surface of the parish may be equal to:about
8% square miles. Theiground rises gradually from' the pouth -and
west, and more abruptly from the north, so:.as to forvhthé hill of
Bolshan, and thence proceeds -eastward, -after a few alternate de-
pressions and eleyitions, thuough Rossy. muur, to tha hlghar hﬂl of
Kinnoel, in the. parish ofi Craig. . i -
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394 FORFARSHIRE.

The parish is bounded on the north, by the parishes of Far.
nell and Marytown ; on the east, by the parishes of Craig, Lu.
nan, and Inverkeilor; on the south, by the parish of Inverkeiior;
and on the west, by the parishes of Kirkden, Guthrie, and Aber.
lemno. Those parts of the parishes of Kirkden and Inverkeilor
which are adjacent to the south-west corner of this parish were
erected by the General Assembly in 1836, into the new parochial
district of Friockheim ; and in the beginning of the following year,
Mr Thomas Wilson was ordained to the charge of the district by
the Presbytery of Arbroath.

Hydrography.— The river Lunan flows through the southern
part of the parish for nearly two miles, and, after a farther course
of about five miles, falls into Lunan Bay. In passing through
the parish, it drives two spinning-mills, two meal and barley mills,
and two thrashing-mills, with other machinery for the accommo-
dation of a farm-steading.

The (Gighty burn, which separates this parish from Inverkei-
lor on the east, falls into the Lunan, after driving three spinning-
mills and two thrashing-mills in this parish ; while a similar extent
of waterfall yet remains unoccupied on the Inverkeilor side. But
the scarcity of water ip the summer greatly diminishes the value
of the falils.

In Monthrewmont moor there is a large forest belonging to Sir
James Carnegie. 'T'he greater part of what is within the bounds
of this parish has been planted since 1820. The Scotch firs
thrive best, and more of them have been planted than of all the
others reckoned together., And of these last, the order as to
numbers is, larch, spruce, oak, ash, plane, elm, birch. Anciently
there was a keeper of Monthrewmont moor, who was also proprie-
tor of the lands of Muirmills in this parish. He had a right to
4d. Scots for every ox, or other quadruped pasturing within the
bounds of the moor, and to the same sum for every spade that cut
turf in it for aday. And while be prevented the encroachments of
others, he could himself occupy amd labour such parts as he
thought proper, and erect the necessary accommodation of houses.
About fifty years ago, the moor was divided among the contermi-
nous proprietors, and such others as had a nght of commonty, ac-
gording to their several interests, -

i} II.— Civir. HisTory.

At present, the parish is divided into four properties or estates;

—- Bolshan, belonging te Sir James Carnegie, Bart. of Southesk ;
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CKINNELIL. 305

Waester Braky, belonging to the Right Honourable Lord Panmure;
Easter Braky, belonging to the heirs of the late Colin Alison,
Esq.; and Rinmure, belonging to the heirs of the late Jobn Laing,
Esq. The valued rents of these estates, according to the valuation
of 1682, are, respectively, L.1600, L.500, L.300, and L.300
Scotch,

Bolshan, anciently Balishan, is said to have been gifted to the
abbey of Arbroath, about 1175, by Donald, Abbot of Brechin,
and the gift was confirmed by King William the Lion, under the
name of Ballegillegrand. In the latter half of the following cen-
tury, the monks feued it for six merks of annual feu-duty, and
afterwards they consigned the feu-duty, with half a merk more from
another source, to the Bishop and chapter of Brechin, for sup-,
porting a chaplain in the church of Brechin, and upholding a
bridge over the Esk. Before the middle of the fourteenth century,
Marguret de Abernethy, the Countess-Dowager of Angus, gave
Brakko to the abbey of Arbroath for a daily mass at the altar of
St Catharine, in behalf of her hushand’s soul and her own, and -
the souls of their progenitors and heirs. In 1443, Sir John Ogilvy
of Lentrathen and Airly was proprietor both of Bolshan and Brak-
ko ; the latter of which Abbot Walter had sold to him for an an-
nual feu-duty of eight merks that same year, under the pretence
that the intricacy and uncertainty of the marches boded future
detriment to the interests of the abbey. In 1528, Lord Ogilvy
resigned both of them into the hands of the Abbot, and received
a new charter. In 1634, Bolshan was sold to David, the first
Earl of Southesk, of whom Arthur Johnston, the celebrated
translator of the Psalms into Latin elegiac verse, says,—

“ Wes numerd elanduntur opes, nec limite rura,
Carpegl: servat mens tamen aita modum."

And so great was the power of the two houses of Airly and South~_
esk at that time, that they would have been able to keep Forfar-
shire in its allegiance to Charles L if they had pot been over-
powered from without. In 1716, on the attainder of the Hfth
Earl, Bolshan fell to the Crown. In 1720, it was sold to the
York Buildings’ Company; and in 1764, on the bankruptey of
the company, it was bought by Sir James Carnegie of Pittarrow,
grandfather of the presemt proprietor, and representative of the
ancient Earls of Southesk.

Sir Simon Fraser, heir, and, after his uncle’s death, possessor
of the chieftainship of his clan, is said to have been rewarded by
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306 FORFARSHIRE.

King Robert Bruce: with the barony ‘of Kinnell, far gallant con.
duet ig the battle of Banaeckbuin; and to have been thence called
Knight of Kinnell, ‘during his uncle’s-lifetime.

In 1407, Hugh Fraser of Lovat and Kinnell grantad, to his
cousin, Peter de Striveline, a charter of the lands of Haster Braky,
in the barony of Kinnell. The Strivelines have had various sue-
Cessors jwwin the seventoenth century, Sir James Ogilvy of New-
grange, and his son, Sir Francis; in the eighteenth, Messrs Piper,
Conper, Gavin, great grandfather of the Marquis of Breadalbane,
and Baird of Newbyth; and in 1810, Messrs Alison and: Laing,
by whom the ‘estate was divided into two equal parts,—East Braky
and Rinmure.

In 1642, Thomas Fraser, a descendant of T homas, the third
Lord Lovat, was proprietor of West Braky; and soon afterwards,
Patrick Gray, and his son of the same pame, Catholics, whom
neither Presbytery nor Episcopacy could constrain to attend the
Protestant worship. After thess came Douglas of Brigford, and
then three generations of Carnegies, who' were descended from
the house of Northesk ; and from them it passed by purchase,
about 1740, to the late Earl of Panmure, who ‘entailed. it along
with- his other estates, and transmitted it to his grandnephew, the
present proprietor.

ln: 1659, the lands of Muirmills, along with the keepership of
Monthrewmiont Moor, belonged to Archibald Wood of Hilton,
and’'soon afterwards merged in the estate of Bolshan.

In the castle-of West Braky there exists & memorial of the Fra-
sers,—a coat-of-arms with the date 1581. The blazon of the
arms is azure, three cinquefoils argent,——the cognizance of Fraser.
Impaled with quarterly, first and fourth, gules three crescents of
the second,—the arms of Pierrepont ; second and third, three mul-
lets of ‘the second,~-the arms of Murray. There is no crest.

Above! the shield are the letters T, g, ; and over the letters is the
motto, ** Soli' Deéo confido.”

The foundation of the castle of Whitehills, which' stood on the
south side of the Lunan, and cofisiderably higher up than the
farm-ateading of Kionell’s Mill, was dug up by the tenant, whose
lease, after an occupancy of forty-three years, terminated: in 1811,
But it was a ruin in the \seventeenth century, and . furnished the
materials for building what was called the Stone house, io the
Kirktown of_Kinnell, where a chamberlain or baronial officer re-

3
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KINNELL. | 39T:

sided, with the -name of provost, in old time; and laitﬂrhr, the:
tenant of the Kirktown, with the same appellation,

The castle of Bolshan, which, as Monipanny's Sﬁﬂttlaﬂ Chro-
nicles tell us in 1612, was Lord: Ogilvy’s special residence, has:
passed away with the other monuments of foudal grandedr.: The:
cemetery and site of the Lhapel were subjected to the plough-be-
fore 1767. The last remains of the castle were reinoved soon:
after. And now, for a long while, there has been nb other remem~-
brancer of the ancieat glory of the place, than the peculiar appear~
ance of the soil, a little to the westward of the present farm-house.

The Ogilvies, as proprietors, perhaps, of Bolshan, seem to have
had a sort of heritable ¢laim to the bailiary of the abbey of Ar-
broath.* In the minority of Sir John Ogilvy, the Master of:
Crawfurd, availing himself of the distractions which prevailed over
all Scotland, in consequence of the similar minority of King
James 1L, obtained possession of the office. But his insolence
and oppression soon disgusted the monks; and the Ogilvies, un-
der the conduct of Sir Alexander Ogilvy of Inverwharity, tutor of
the claimant, took up arms to assert their right. The Earl of
Crawford, who had basted from Dundee to attempt a- reconcilia-
tion between the contending parties, was recklessly slain' as be
went forward to hold a conference with Sir Alexander. Hia
death wus the signal for a general engagement, and victory de-
clared on the side of his son. About 500 of the Ogilvies were:
slain, and among them Sir John Oliphant of Aberdalgay, and five.
lesser barons. Sir Alexander Ogilvy was taken; and carriedito
the castle of his rival at Finhaven, where, in a few days, he died:
of grief and wounds; and the Earl of Huntly, who, having bden:
aceidentally Sir Alexander’s guest, chose to parlake of his quarrel
as well as his hospitality, escaped only by the swiftnesa of his horse.
About 100 fell on the side of the victors. ‘The batile was fought/
on the 24th’ January 14456, in the neighbourhood of Arbreaths
and men did not fail to remark the speedy punishment. which over-
took the leaders of the two clans, and which they were unwittingly
constrained: to execute upon one another... For acting in.concert -
with;the Earl of Douglas, who had greatly increased the distéaes.
tions of the times, they had Leen joibtly engsged i plundering:
the wvassais of . .the Bishop of St Andrews, and; indeed, .wehe hut:
recently returned from' Kife with their spéils. In methory of the
battle, a spur and boot, which had belonged to one of the slain:

= Boethii Hist. Lib, 18, fol. 885, Par. 1574.
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398 FORFARSHIRE.

chieftains, were hung up in the south aisle of Kinneli Church,
After the aisle was unroofed, and excluded from the church in
1766, the boot speedily fell to decay; but the spur still exists,
measuring 8 inches in length, and 44 in breadth, and having a
rowel as large as a crown piece. And the verses, in which the
feats of the combatants were sung, have not yet altogether passed
away from the remembrance of the people.

In 1790 and 1805, thers was found between Hatton and Hatton.
mill, in thé face of the bank above the Lunan, a considerable
number of silver pennies and halfpennies, which the owners had
probably concealed in troublous times, and afterwards, through
death or other accident, found no opportunity of bringing forth
again for the purposes of life. In *both cases, the earthen pots
which contained them were but slightly sunk into the gravelly
bank ; and, what is remarkable, they were in both cases discoyer-
ed by boys going to school, and those boys were brothers. It is
said that there was no specimen of any rare coin among them;
and accordingly, instead of passing into the cabinets of the curious,
they were almost all of them melted down; and a portien of the
latter finding still exists not far from the spot where they were
found, in an article of convivial utility, a ladle for a punch bowl,
A halfpenny, however, still remains of John Baliol, haviog on one
side a head crowned in profile and looking to the right, and s
sceptre surmounted with a lily before it, with the legend, ¢ Jo-
hannes Dei Gra ;” and on the other side, a cross, with a spur revel
in two of the quarters, with the legend “ Rer Scoforum.” The
others were of Baliol's cotemporary, Edward King of England,
with the full face and legend of * Edw. R. Ang, Dns. Hyb,” oun one
side, and on the other side, the cross, pellets, and place of coin-
age, *“ Civitas London. Cantor. Dublinie, Bristolie,” &ec. ‘Three
years ago, in time of harvest, a similar coin, from the mint of
York, ( Eboraci ), was found in a field not far from the castle of
West Braky.

But a piece far more valuable, both for rarity and intrinsic worth,
was found, in 1829, on the farm of Mainsbank, by the side of a
ditch; out of which it had probably been cast. It was an aureus,
2 gold coin of the Roman Emperor Antoninus Pius, bearing on
one side the Emperor's head, with the inscription * dntoninus
Awg. Piva P. P, Imp. IL ;” and on the other a victory, with the
inscription “° T¥. Pot. XIX. cos. J1IL” that is, ** Antoninus Au-

gustus Pius, father of his country; twice saluted with the title of
4
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Emperor (Imperator) by the army and senate; nineteen times
‘avested with the tribunitian power; snd four times with the con-
sulship.”  And consequently it refers to the year 156 of the
Christian era. ‘This emperor fixed the northern boundary of the
Roman empire to the Forth and Clyde; and though it does not
appear that any provinee was erected permanently farther north,
yet the transactions of commerce and war were sufficient to con-
vey the Roman coin beyond the frontiers; and we know, that, in
the beginuing of the following century, the Emperor Severus lost
many thousands in pursuit of the natives along the whole hne of
the eastern coast of Scotland,

On the top of the Wuddy-law, the highest point in the parish,
thero was a large tumulus or barrow, the diameter of which was
about 45 yards, and the height 4. It was composed of saiternate
layers of stones and earth; and while the stones were removed
during a course of several years for the filling of drains, earthen
vessels containing a black fattish mould were occasionally diseo-
vered. And pot far off, are the Gallow-law and Pit, where, if we
may believe tradition, capital punishments were inflicted in an-
cient times. Above fifty years ago, a tenant cut across the top -of
this law, in the hope of falling in with hiddeu treasure, but he
found nothing save some urns and half-burnt bones.

In 1835, on Westfield of Hattonmill, at the removal of a cairn
about 15 yards in diameter, a grave was discovered, built of rude
stones, and about five feet in length, lying north and south, and
sunk two or three feet below the surface of the hillock on which
the cairn stood. The bones which the grave contained, seemed
large, and the skull had best resisted the work of decay. But the
whole of them speedily crumbled down. Between the cairn and
the original surface of the hillock, there was a ficoring or coating
of three or four inches of clay. The gruve was not in the middle
of the cairn,-— At the Glesterlaw and other places, also, urns and
Lones have been discovered,

In the Battle Drum Wood, on the porth-west of the parish,
there are many cairns or circular heaps of moor stones. They lie
chiefly in two lines, which are parailel to the Drum or ridge of
the hill on the north, and to the Battle Burn on the south; and:
they mighit be inclosed within two acres of ground. A little fars:
ther east, but not in this parish, there are also the Battle Cairn,
and the Battle Well, additional memorials of an event which lias.

now wo other record than those names and appearances: : Tradje'

FORFAH. | H
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400 FORFARSHIRE.

tion ealls it a battle between the Picts and the Romans,—perhaps
because the common name of the meor is Monreman, although
wost probably that name is a corruption of Monthrewmont, and
consequently of much later date than the cairns. The Battlo
Burn issaid to have flowed with blood as far as Fithy; and the
herdsmen when they drank out of the well, used to throw into it a
it of their bread, lest the water should turn to blood,~a rem-
nant, perbaps, of a very ancient superstition, which, peopling every
department of nature with divinities, sought by means of presents
to conciliate their favour, or avert their malignity.

Farochial Registers.— The parochial registers commence about
1657. But there are several chasms ; and indeed the records fre-
quently contain nothing but the collections and disbursements for
the poor. The average collection for one Sunday in the summer
season, was, in 1657, 10d. Sterling; in 1701, 2s. 4}d.; in 1710,
}s. 4d.; in 1750, 1s. 11d. The ecollection on the communion
Sunday, in 1657, was 14s. 33d.; in 1701, L.3, 7s. 244d. ; in 1710,
L.2, 0s. 8d.; in 1750, 1.2, 6s. 11d. And in these two last sums
are included the collections on the other three sacramental days.
Down to 1701, there was no other week-day service comnected
with” the communion than the preparation service on Saturday at
two o'clock. The last Episcopal incumbent died in the following
year; and under the present ecclesiastical establishment, no com-
muhion was administered till 1710, when the fast-day and thanks-
giving day also make their appearance. Previously to 1702, there
were on the communion Sabbath three several services, those of
the morning, forenoon, and afiernoon. The minister generally
had two assistantsz. One of them preached the sermon in the
morning, and the other the ¢ thanksgiving” sermon in the after-
noon. The first of these services began very early, probably not
later than seven or eight o’clock. In 1660, the people were ap-
pointed to keep the communion, one-hall at six o'clock in the
morning, ahd the other half at eleven o’clock, and sll to he pre~
sent at the ** Doctrine of Thanksgiving” at four o’clock in the af-
ternoon.  Of the collections on the commaunion Sunday, by far
the greater part, probably more than two-thirds, were collected,
riot at the doors, but at the tables; and it was not tll after 1720
that the practice of collecting at the tables was discontinued.

Of all the original parochial churches within the Presbytery of
Arbroath, two only, thoss on Kinnell and Kirkden, continved  to
be ‘rectories or parsonages atthe time of the Reformation. Barry
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had been gifted to the Abbey of Balmerino; Guthry was itself
become a kind of conventual establishment; and the other churches
were in the hands of the Abbey of Arbroath. The lands of the
parish, at one time at least, seem 1o have been partly within the
regality of Arbroath and partly within the barony of Kinnell.
And both under the Papal and under the Episcopal polity, Kin.
nell, as well as all the parishes of the Presbytery, save Guthry,
Panbride, and a part of Carmylie, was in the diocese of S5t An-

drews.
The following list of the ministers of Kianell ascends almest to

the time of the Reformation :

Arthur Fethy was presented to Kinnell by James VI. in 1587,
and translated to Inverkeiler in 1598,

John Guathrie, reader in Arbroath, was presented to Kinnell in
1599, translated to Arbirlot in 1603, to Perth in 16140, to Edin-
burgh in 1620 ; consecrated Bishop of Murray in 1623; depriv-+
ed, along with the other Scottish Bishops, in 1638; and expelled
from the Episcopal castle of Spynie in 1640. According to
Keith, ho was a venerable, worthy, and haspitable prelate; and
having encountered the storm, from which such of the bishops, as
did not submit to Presbytery, fled for refuge into England, he re.
tired to his own house of Guthrie in Forfarshire, and died, says
Middleton, exercising his charity amongst the poor in the time of
the civil wars, His brother and his son John were ministers of

Arbroath and Duffus.
William Kinnear, reader in Arbreath, was presented to Rinnell

in 1803, and died in 161%.
Henry Futhie was admitted by the Archbishop of St Andrews
with assistants in 1612, and translated to Fowlis and Lundie.
James Guthrie was translated to Arbirlot in 1625.
David Kinnear died in 1638.

James Thomson, Senior, died after May 1681.
James Thomson, Junior, having received ordisation from the

Archbishop, and institution from the Archdeacon, {(Idean), was
admitted by the Presbytery to be conjunct minister with his father
in 1675, and died in his father’s lifetime in 1681.

David Thomson was admitted conjunct minister. with his father
in 168}, and died in 1702, the last Episcopaliincumbent. :

Alexasnder Dallas, the first Presbyterian minister of Kipunell
ander the present ecclesiastical establishment, was ordained by
the united Presbytery of -Brechin and Arbroath in 1703, and
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died in 1705. At the Revolution of 1688, the number of Presby.
terian ministers in this part of Scotland was so small, that the old
Presbyteries of Brechin, Fordun, and Arbroath, were obliged for
some time to associate in one Presbytery; and it was not til) 1704
that the Presbytery of Arbroath was again disjoined, and erected
into a separate Presbytery by the Synod of Angus and Mearns,

Themas Fraser, 1705-1708,

James Robertson, 1708-1793.

William Moncrieff, 1725-1749,

James Murison, minister of Edzel, was translated to Kinnell in
1743 ; admitted Principal of St Mary’s College, St Andrews, and
demitted the ministry at Kinnell in 1747,

George Cruikshanks, minister of Arbroath, was trauslated (o
Kinnell in 1748, and died in 1758,

Alexander Chaplin was ordained in 1754, and died in 1813 in
the ninety-fifth year of his age. His successor, the present in-
cumbent, was vrdained the 234 September 1813,

I1L.—PopuraTrow,

Though the introduction of spinning-mills, and the more exten-
sive cuitivation of the moor lands, have tended to the increase
of the population, it is probable that the inhabitants are not more
jumerous at present than they were in ancient times. Several
farms have wholly disappeared, which once had each of them a
resident population of tenants and cottagers. The very names of
other farms are now generally forgotten; and in some cases, where
writings have preserved the names, the siles can no longer be dis-
covered. Of such farms as still exist, several are here and there
united under one tenant. The high state of cultivation to which
the land has been brought, renders fewer labourers necessary than
before ; and the demand for manual labour is still farther dimi-
nished by the machinery and improved implements which the mo-
dern busbandry has calied to her aid,

During 8 years, from 1657 to 1662, hoth inclusive, the yearly
average of deaths was 17. During 44 years, from 1657 to 1700,
both inclusive, the yearly average of marriages, where either both
parties or the bride belonged to the parish, was 3. During forty-
iwo years, from 1657 to 1698, both inclusive, the yearly average of
baptisms was 292, For theseven years immediately preceding 1838,
the yearly average of births was 23%; of deaths, 10; and of mar-
riages, where sither both parties or the bride belonged to the pa-
rish, 8%. .. The deaths of 1837, though only equalling the births,
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exceeded the amount of the deaths of the five preceding: years;
and were more than double the deaths of 1831,

in 1755, Dr Webater's census gave . 761
1792, Sir John Sinclair's, . . B30
1801, The Parliamentary, . 763
1811, do. v . G607
1821, do. . . 752
14831, do. . . 7RE
18347, the present incumbent's, . Faihoed]

Of this last census, 385 were males, and 444 were females, and
the number of families was 165"

The disproportion of males and females in the preceding cen-
sus is not only reversed, but is greater than accords with any ratio
of difference,—a circumstance which iz to be accounted for by the
employment of more females thar males in the spinning-mills, and
at the loom at home, while the young men, chiefly from the Muir-
zide, are more extensively known as excellent farm-servants in the
neighbourtng parishes. Of 125 looms, which are at work in the
parish, 78 are occupied by female weavers, and 47 by males; and
of the whole number of looms in the parish, 90 are in the Muir-
side of Kinnell among 80 families. Thirty years ago, there were
only three or four femmale weavers in the parish ; and their num-
ber did not greatly increase till 1821, when the withdrawal of a
great part of the Muirside lands, along with other circumstances,
taught them to seek a readier and more convenient employment
at the loom than in the distant fields of the farmers. The de-
scription of linen ecloth which the weavers weave here at present
is chiefly Osnaburg and sheeting ; and it must also be remarked,
that eight or ten looms at present unoecupied in the Muirside be-
long to men who find a more congenial work in the construetion
of a railroad between Arbroath and Forfar, .-

There is no residence in the parish for any of the proprietors
of the four estates; but, as almost all the estate of East Braky ig
at present not under leese, the proprietors of that estate avail
themselves of the circumstance,. by residing in the parish during
the summer months.

No families reside within the parish but such as are connected
with its agriculturing or manufacturing operations. ;

Two men, now elderly, are more or less fatuows. In one fa-
mily, there are two children deaf and damb. . If the kirk-ses~
sion should send them to Edinburgh for education, they can ex-

* The Parliamentary census of 1841 gave a population of A58, .Bui in that num.

ber wers included 285 strangers, who then lodged in. the pariah for the convenisncy -
Dfrﬂrkmg at the new turnpike road between Pitniuir Miil tolla and Brechin.,
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pect to accomplish their object only through the benevolent aid of
Sir James Carnegie,*® :

Of late years, bothies have been provided for unmarried female
servants also ; for the farmers, finding it difficult to induce women
to leave the loom for the working of the green crop, have been con-
strained to bring workers from the northern counties. The en.
gagement of these workers is generally for a certain period, at
about 8d. or bd. a day till harvest, when higher wages are neces-
sarily given.

About thirty years ago, smuggling in gin and brandy and other
articles prevailed to a considerable extent at various points of the

adjacent' coast; and, till a later period, the whisky, which was
generally used, was chiefly from illicit. distillation in the north.
But a subsequent alteration of the law, by improving the spirits of
the larger distilleries, and reducing the price, almost suppressed
dlegal distillation ; and, if an increase of drunkenness was the im-
mediate result of the reduction of price, in that evil also there has
been a great abatement. It must be added, however, that there
i still o coast-guard for the prevention of foreign smuggling.
1V.—~INnpusgrry,

The surface of the parish, exclusive of portions of an undivided
commonty, and of a large forest in Monthrewmont moor, is about
4014 Scotch acres, whereof about 3492 are arable, about 49 are
wood, and about 513 are waste, moor pasture, and roads. In the
last item are included about 806 acres in Monthrewmont moor,
belonging to the estates of West Braky, East Braky, and Rin-
muare. That part.of the moor, which, at the division about fifty
years ago, fell to the estate of Bolshan, has been either planted or
brought into cultivation. The three acrea which were allotted to
the glebe in place of the minister's right to feal and divot, were
under crop for the first time in 1834, '

Rossy moor, the undivided commonty, extends to about 600
acres, and belongs to the parishes of Kingell, Farnell, Marytown,
and’ Craig.

Such of the laads of the parish 8s are still waste and unculti-
vated seem to have bean intended by nature rather for the bear-
1ng of wood than of corn.. A few acres of moor in the south-west
corner of the parish aré: perhaps destined, by their locality, for
cultivation ; and, if .thb-inoreasing population of the neighbouring
" The two boys areetill in the Edinburgh Dekf snd Dumb Tnsticatlon, at the
ekpense of Sir James Carowgis |

-
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village of Friockheim do uot suggest the idea of feving, a mode of
improvement may be adopted similar to that in which the lands
adjacent to the muirside of Kinnell have been brought into culti-
vation since 1820. In the latter case, the moor was divided into
sections of about four acres. 'L'hirty bolls of lime were furnished
by the proprietor for the improving of each acre of ground, with
the farther inducement of stone, wood, and lime for the erection
of houses, and a lease of nineteen years without any other rent
than the payment of a few cane hens. It was expected that this
mode of improving the moor, and increasing the population, would
furnish a good supply of hands for working the green ¢rops of the
larger farmers. But the loom affords a more independent, though
not & healthier, occupation; and, if expectation has been disap-
pointed in the case of tenants, it is not more likely to be gratified
in the case of feuars, whose destination still meore is naturally the
loom, and such professions as are carried on within doors. The
natural mode of supplying a sufficiency of labourers would be to
inerease the population of the several farms, by the building of
additional cottages, and the employing of married servants to a
graater extent.

The improving of the moor, in sections of about four acres each,
was effected not enly by introducing new colonists, but by remov-
ing the greater part of the old pendiclers nearer to the scene of
improvement. And the whole of their old land having been laid
out in regular fields, according to a better system of husbandry,
the greater part of them was annexed to the farm of Bolshan,  Con-
sequently their houses have been almost all rebwilt since 1820,
and are much more comfortable than those were which the pro-
gress of agricultural improvement required to be removed. And
as, with a greater population, they have less of the profits of agri-
culture, weaving is carried on among them to a much greater ex-
tent than before. Numericailly, however, they have more acres
than formerly. For, instead of the 180 acres withdrawn from them,
270 acres of moor have been brought into cultivation by the united
lubours of the old and new colonista; so that at present, the muir-
side lands extend to 450 acres under the occupancy of 80 families.
In 1820, the number of families was 58, and the old muirside
lands were estimated at L.615 of annual value.

The ordinary duration of leases is nineteen yeays ; and the ave-
rage rent of a Scotch acre of arable land is about L.1, §s. Un-
der two leases, which commenced in 1768, and continue all the

Lyl
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lifetime of the present tenant, about 547 acres on the estate of
West Braky, which are all arable save about 23, pay only L.108
of money, with 40 bolls of meal and 12 quarters of barley to the
proprietor.®* In 1767, the farm of Bolshan was let for fifty-seven
vears for L.82; in 1794, it was sublet for L.503 ; and afterwards,
in 1807, for the remainder of the original lease, for the same an-
nual rent, with a grassum of L.1000. In 1805, the muirside
lands were let to 29 tenants for fifteen years, at an average rent of
L.1, 18s. the acre, and soine of them as high as L.8.

The rental of the whole parish, as far as ean be ascertained,
was as follows at the three following dates: in 1736, L.135 Ster-
ling, 227§ quarters of barley, and 718 bells of catmeal ; in 1792,
L1..1334 Sterling, 981 quarters of barley, and 184 bolls of oatmeal ;
in 1837, L.3795 Sterling, 022 quarters of barley, and 169 bolls of
oatmeal. In the rental of 1837, a suitable value is put on such
land as is in the hands of the proprietors, and the surplus rents
which arise from subletting are excluded.

The largest quantity of land held in lease by one tepant is 817
Scotch acres, all arable save about 23, and comprizes four farms,
The largest single holding is the farm of Bolshan, which contains
573 Scotch acres, all arable,+

The road money, or commutation for the statute labour, is at
present L.33, 8s., and is paid by forty-four tenants. Fourteen
smaller tenants either pay no road money, or pay it through the
Jandlord.

There is a good set of draught horses in the parish; but few
are reared in it. The breed of black-cattle also is good. Of late
there have been two large herds of swine; and there is also a
flock of about 200 sheep, which oceasionally range over the waste
land of the parish, Of late also, sheep have been flaked, and fed
off with the turnips upon light ground, but not to a great extent.
In the woods on Monthrewmont moor, there are roe deer and phea-
Bants.

About a dozen of years ago, bone-dust was introduced as a ma-
nure for turnips, at the rate of about 20 bushels the acre: and
where either the half of the turnips is ate off with the sheep, or
the whole of the leaves are left on the field and ploughed down,

* The death of the tenant, in 1899, has terminated these too loages,

t Since the death of the tenant of West Braky, mentioned in the preceding note,
the greatest quantity of land, held in lease by one tenant, is 1880 arable acres, be-
sides about 160 acres of moor, & considerablé part of which is now under process of

sultivption,
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there is generally no need of any additional denging for the sub<
sequent crop of barley.

"There are thirteen thrashing-mills in the parish,—-one moved by
a steam-engine of eight horse power, previously by wind, and ori~
ginally by horses ; seven moved by water; two by horsess and
three by either horse or water. 'The oldest, that of Hatton-mill,
dates from 1794. :

There is also a mill for the manufacturing of potato-flour. It
is moved by a steam-engine of three horse power. _

The average gross amount of raw produce raised in the parish,
as nearly as can be ascertained, 1= as follows:

6920 quarters imperial of wheat, barley, cats, and pease, 1..9%7
Potatoes and turnips, : . i ’ 2860
(3rass, both hay and pasture, . . 223}

L.14,297

There are four spinning-mills, all on the farm of Hattonden,
besides a fifth, which has only one frame, and is on the farm of
Newbigging. Hatton spinning-mill, which 1s the largest, and
began to work in 1807, contains 15 {rames, of 30 spindles each,
for flax and tow, in about equal proportions with suitable prepar-
ing machinery, and throws off weekly about 1800 spindles of yarn,
which, as to quality, is from 3 lbs. to 5 lbs. per spindle. The
three smailer mills will together throw off about 1200 spindles of
flax yara; for they have no tow machinery. At none of the mills
is there any such quantity of fine yarn spun as to deserve particu=-
lar notice. 'The deficiency of water in summer is supplied in the
case of the largest mill, by a steam-engine of seven and a-half
horse power. Two of the others also, those of Gighty burn and
Hattonden, have smaller engines for the same reason. The mil}
at Gighty burn is the, oldest of all the mills, having begun to
work in 1796, and came in place of a bleachfield. Hattonden
spinning-mill began in 1819; and the Haugh spinning-miH in
1322.# ;

V.—ParocHaiai Economy.

Means of Communication.—Since 1829, a turnpike road from
Montrose to Forfar has passed through the northern part of the
parish, to the extent of above four miles. In 1821, the road was
opened throvghout, and a toll erected. But no public carriages as
yet travel on it. 'There is now a stone bridge over the Lunan, at

_ * Gigbty burn spinning-mill has been discontinued ; sod Hatton spioning-mill
s undergoing repair.
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Kionell’s mills, erected in £819, and ten smaller ones over the
Gighty and smaller streams,*

Eeclesiastical State—The church stands in the southern part of
the parish, and a few families on the estate of Rinmure may be
three and a half miles distant. 1t was repaired, or rather was al-
most rebuilt in 1766, The additional - masonry and the roof was
fursished by the heritors, and the tenants and kirk-session fitted
up the seats; the former, far fower sittings than could conveni-
ently accommodate their families, and the latter, whatever other
sittings were necessary to complete the work. Hence, about a
third of the sittings, erected at an expense of about L.27, became
the property of the session, and brought immediately L. 2, 17s., and
latterly 1.7, 10s. annually for the behoof of the poor. The church
was covered with new slates in 1836, and is in a state of good repair,
But it is damp and dark, and, as may be supposed from the date
of the rebuilding, it is not in accordance with the comforiable ac-
tommodation which the proprietors bave provided for the pa-
rishioners at home. In consequence of the peculiar circumstances
of the parishes of Kirkden and Inverkeilor, the demand for sittings
was too great to allow of any of them being free. But, by the
erection of the church of Friockheim, the sittings of the church
of Kinnell are now all available to the accommodation of the pa-
rishioners ; and the young, whom the extra parochial worshippers
formerly excluded to a considerable extent, are now coming up in
greater numbers to public worship. It necessarily happens, also,
that, as there is now no competition from extra-parochial worship-
pers, the rents of the kirk-session’s seats, low as they were, can-
not be kept up ; and the parishioners are disposed 1o claim what
they consider the privileges of an establishment,—free sittings in
the parochial church,

The manse and offices were rebuilt in 1814,

. The glebs, including the yards, the site of the buildings, the
arable glebe, and the allowance for grass, is about seven acres ;
and the ground which was allotted to the minister in compensation
of his right -to feal and divot in Moiithrewmont moor, and which
is now in cultivation, three acres: in all, about ten Scotch acres.
The moorish part has hitherto borne good crops, in consequence
of the fallowing, dunging, and liming that it bad previously un-

- in 1841, 'FI-I_.I.IJ-B&'I: a turnpike road, which passes through this parish for sbout
two miles )
a
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dergone. ‘But doubts have been expressed whether the vegetable
powers of such land can be maintained in great activity for a great
length of time., The old glebe may be valued at 1.2 per acre, a
sum which is above the average of the best farms in the parigh.
The rotation of cropping is,—1. oals; 2. potatoes and turnips ;
3. barley; 4. hay; 5. pasture. If wheat be substituted for barley
after the potatoes, all the subsequent crops are greatly deterio-
rated. '

The stipend being the whole teind of the parish, and, conse~
quently, including the allowance for commuuion elewments, is
L.165, 19s. 11id. Sterling of money, 17.1871 imperial quarters
of barley, 5.7124 imperial quarters of bear, and 408 imperial stones
of oatmeal.

Of the heads of families, only one (the father) is a Dissenter,
while the mother and the oldest daughter are communicants in
the Established Church.® Among the young peopie at the spin-
ning-mills, there are occasionally a few Episcopalians, Seceders,
and Independents from the neighbouring towns.

Divine service is generally well attended. The average num-
ber of communieants for eleven years immediately precediog 1836,
was 427 ; whereof 305 were parochial, and 122 exira-parochial.
The extra-parochial communicants were chiefly from the parishes
of Kirkden and Inverkeilor. In 1833, there were 103 commu-
nicants from the former, and, in 1820, there were 79 from the
latter. In 1836, the extra-parochial communicants almost entirely
withdrew from the communion of Kinnell to the communion of
their own church in the new parochial district of Friockheim ;
and, notwithstanding the withdrawal of so many strangers, the
church of Kinnell, at the time of the commupion, has been still
full thronghout,—a proof, that in former years, there was great
discomfort to all, and danger to the aged and infirm, when a house,
which has only 892 sittings, was sometimes crowded with 4560
communicants, independently of other worshippers. In the latter
case, the young were necessarily excluded; and all opportunity
denied to parents of showing their children an ordinance which it
is the duty of one gemeration to teach and transmit to another.
And, moreover, it ought ever (o be remembered, that, as commu-
hicants are seldom under eighteen years of age, there are neces-
sarily many younger persouns, who, having the ordinance specially

* There is at present & Dissenting family ln the parish.
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in view, desire previously to wait on the instructions with which
its celebration is accompanied. A few of the parishioners, for the
sake of convenience, communicate in the churches of the neigh-
bouring parishes. They are not included in the preceding ac.
«ount, and their number cannot be stated. The average number
of young communicants for the last thirteen years was fifteen.

In 1885, it was ascertained, for the information of the House
of Commons, that the parishioners, above twelve 'years of . age,
were 694 per cent. of the whele population ; and, in the same
year, such male heads of families as were communicants, amounted
to 127, ‘

The collections-in the church for eight years immediately pre-
ceding 1838, amounted to L.267, 19s, 11d., whereof L.235, 1s.
2d. were for the poor, and L.32, 18s. 9d. for extraordinary pur-
poses, such as the propagation of the Gospel, the infirmary of
Montrose, and the relief of the destitute Highlanders, In 1834,
when subscriptions were commenced, under the auspices of the
presbytery of Arbroath, for establishing a church at Friockheim,
the parish of Kinnell contributed above L.82, and, of that sum,
L.50 were from Sir James Carnegie.

Lducation,—-The parochial is the only school. The salary is
-L.81, and the annual average amount of school fees is about L.15,
and the master has the legal accommodations,*

There is a parochial library, under the care of the kirk-session.

Poor.—The number of persons who received parochial aid in
1837, was 15, and the disbursements consisted of monthly allow-
-ances, allowances for coals, clothes, coffins, &e. The lowest
‘monthly allowance at present is 4s. the highest, 10s, But more
than L.1 has been given monthly, besides allowances for particular
-articles ; and the amount of allowance depends on the weakness,
-destitution, or fatuity of the pauper, and the degree of aid which
‘may be afforded by kindred or neighbours,

For the twenty-four years immediately preceding 1838, the ave-
Tage aonpal collections in the church for the poor (exclusive of
“extraordinary collections for other purposes), were L.81, 11s, 1d, ;
-the average annual donations, L.5, 19s. 5d.; the average annual
“seat rents, mortcloth dues, proclamation dues, penalties, legacies,

* 8ir James Carnegie has built a schaol, ia the muirside of Kinnell, for the teach-
ing of knitting and sewing to girls, and of reading to such peraons as are too young
for going to the parochial school, _
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interest of money, sale of poor’s effects, repayment uf'mutiey, &ec.
L.16, 4s. 1d.*

In the sbove calculations are not mcluded contributions which
were managed by committees in 1817 and 1832, nor the donations
which Sir James Carnegie sent to the poorer householders of his
own estate in 1821, through the hands of his principal tenant, &e.

In 1801, a pauper, who had lived in the utmost misery, dis-
closed his treasures on his death-bed to an elder, and gave them
to the kirk-session.

Markets.— Four markets, for the sale of cattle, are held yearly at
the Glesterlaw, on the estate of Bolshan, on the last Wednesday of
April, the fourth Wednesday of June, the tRird Wednesday of
August, and the Wednesday immediately after the 12th of Octo-
ber. The market is said to have been held originally at Glester,
in the parish of Carmylie, and to have been translated to its pre-
sent place on an excambion of lands between the proprietors of
Panmure and Southesk. The Eastern Forfarshire Agricultural
Association hold their Lammas meeting at the Glesterlaw, for
the show of horse, cattle, and other animals, and of improved or
newly invented implements of husbandry.

Inns, §c—"There is no ale-house in the parish save one,—the
toll-house, on the turnpike road, of the same date with the toll;
viz. 1831.

Fuel.—The fuel is coal from Arbroath, English, at about 1s.
3d. per barrel of twelve imperial stones, and Scotch at about 9s.
6d. per boll of eighty imperial stones. Oeccasionally, there are
sales of the thinnings, prunings, and back-going trees of the neigh-
bouring woods. -

MiscELLANEoUS OBSERVATIONS.

The difference between the present state of the parish, anrl
that which existed in 1792, the date of the last Statistical Ac- .
count, is very great. 'The parish is now almost wholly lsid out in
proper fields. © Far more food is now produced for the support of
animal life; and if in some cases there may have been weightier
crops of oats, there are now more extensive fields of wheat. Be-
sides what has been done in all parts of the parish, the improve-
ments in Monthrewmont moor- have added considerably to the
arable acres, to the increase of population, and the extension of
weaving, And nothing in that district so grievously offends the

* From January 1838, to July 1842, the liﬂ]'lll.mtll of the heritors amounted to
L.98 Sterling.
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eye of those who frequent the Glesterlaw market, as the adjacent
waste belonging to the estate of West Braky. The enlargement
of farms still goes on. Bowhouse, which in old time was of con-
siderable extent, was finally annexed, along with the better part
of the muirside lands, to the farm of Bolshan, in 1824 ; and not
a stone now stands upon another, either of the dwelling-house or
steading. 'There are also, three cases of junction, comprehend-
ing in all eight farms, whose dwelling-houses and steadings yet
exist more or less perfect. The number of bothies is increased :
and they are now provided for female workers also who ecome from
the morthern counties in search of more advantageous employment
- than can be found at home, in a country without manufactures.
‘The eighteen larger tenants of 1792 have now decreased to nine
or ten. But the fifty smaller ones have increased their number,
s0 that one of the principal objections against large farms s not
applicable here,—that, however faithful and industrious a servant
way be, he is doomed to a state of perpetual vassalage, inastuch
as His savings can never enable him to lease a farm for himself,
in a country where there are no farms of small extent.

But spinning-mills are the most striking feature of difference
between the present state of the parish and that of 1792. They
have not only lowered the prices of spinning, and utterly abolish-
ed it as a species of domestic employment and profit to females;
but they have furnished a work in which the young are of no small
consequence  in the manual labour of mankind. While women
have necessarily betaken themselves in"great numbers since 1820
te the loom, children are becoma of considerable value to the pa-
rent in a pecuniary point of view : and the means of giving them
a good education are greatly increased, while the opportunity is
diminished ; and the years that are best fitted for instilling reli-
gious knowledge into the youthful mind, will ;pass away unimprov-
ed, unless teaching be provided at the mill, in the room of that
which they were wont to receive at the parochial schaol.

. Drawn up January 1838, )
. Revised August 1842,
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