PARISH OF MONIFIETH.

PHESBYTERY OF DUNDEE, SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MEARNS.

THE REV. SAMUEL MILLER, MINISTER.

I.—TorograPHY AND NaTvrarn Hisronry.
Name, Boundaries, §e.— Monifieth, anciently written Monie-

Sfuith, Moncfuit, and Monefut, is a word of Celtic origin, signify-
ing ** the moss of the stag.”” ‘This name must have been descrip-
tive in former timmes; for though there is now no “moss,” the
gandy links along the frith cover a deep stratum of it, in which
deer's horns have been dug up in considerable numbers: and
here, according to tradition, David I. had a favourite bunting-seat.
The parish is of an irregular oblong shape, stretching from
south to north—the length being about 5 miles, and the breadth
varying from 11 to 8} ; and containing about 9 square miles. It
is bounded on the south by the Frith of Tay; on the east, by the
parishes of Barry and Monikie; on the north, by Monikie ; and
on the west, by Murroes and Dundee. The parish slopes gradu-
ally up from the Tay to its northern extremity, being intersected
in the middle by a range of inconsiderable eminences, partly cul-
tivated and partly planted. The highest eminence is at the
northern extremity, 500 feet” above the level of the sea. The
extent of coast is about 34 miles; it is low und sandy, and the sea
is, year by year, making inroads upon it, ewing to the double ef-
feet of the winds blowing away the sand dnd raising the tide.
Climate, &e.~The climate towards the south is so mild and
uniform as to be considered one of the most agreenble in Forfar-
shire ; and the earliness of the crops is always conspicuous. This
district is also peculiarly healthful. Epidemic diseases seldom rage
in it, and many of the inhabitants attain to very advanced age.
The climate of the northern district is much colder, owing to its
greater elevation and the nature of the-soil. 'The streamn of the
Dight;,r, after intersecting the parish towards the west, disemdogues
into the Tay. Although of no great size, it is valuable on account
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of the mills and works on it. Salmon formerly frequented it; but
the bleaching ley has effectually scared them away, as well as
greatly thinned the ‘numbers and deteriorated the quality of the
excellent trout in which it previously abounded.

Soil.—Rising somewhat abruptly from the links on the south,
and extending to the eminences in the middle of the parish, liesa
tract of land of the richest description, and highly eultivated, pro-
ducing heavy crops of every kind, and drawing rents equally heavy.
The northern distriet labours under the disadvantage of a cold and
tilly subsoil ; but extensive draining is ameliorating both soil and
climate, so that the crops produced yield a fair average return to
the cultivator.

Mineralogy.— Towards the south, a whinstone rock prevails;
but along the northern boundary, runs an excellent seam of pave-
ment, obviously the same as that which appears at Auchterhouse,
Carmyllie, Turin, Kinblethmont, &¢. One quarry of it is wrought
in this parish, with much advantage, on the estate of Well-bank,
and two others might probably be opened,—one on the estate of
Omachie, the other on the estate of Kingennie. The Well-bank
or Legsland quarry must have been in operation for nearly 300
years, as appears from the following entry in the sessional record:
¢ 3d June 1574, Donald Robartsone in Laigislande fand ye Lard
of Umoquhy cation, yt, gif ye witnesses convicks hym, he sall pay
ane thousande sklaittis.”

Rvology.— During particular seasons swans, eider-ducks, great
northern divers, and other rare aquatic birds visit our coast. Se-
veral pairs of that beautiful bird, the stock-ganuet, yearly build on
the links, Quail also used formerly to be plentiful there, but
have now totally disappeared. Th® starling in the south, and the
goat-sucker in the woods towards the north, are not uncommon.
It is worthy of remark, that, about ten years before the publica-
tion of the former Siatistical Account, haddocks began to leave
this coast, till at last they totally deserted it; but now all kinds
of white fish are caught in abundance. Herrings used to be
plentiful in the frith; but, for a series of years, they also have
deserted it. The v, however, seem to be retu reing, as great num-
bers have been caught upon the coast this season, During neap-
.tides, at the proper season, a small but excellent crab is gathered
among some shelving rocks in the river, opposite the village of
Monifieth ; and, on a bank at the mouth of the estuary, called

* Drumley sands,” a coarse shell-fish, named * Drumley buckies,”
4
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is abundant. It is eaten by some, but chiefiy used by fishermen
as bait. Porpoises and seals are common.
I, Crvin HisTORY.

Heritors.—The heritors of the parish are twelve in number, of
whom the chiefl are Lord Panmure, Mr Erskine of Linlathen, Sir
James Ramsay, &ec.

Monifieth was originally a seat of the Culdees; and, when the
old church was pulled down in 1812, and the foundations of the
present house excavated, some remains of the Culdee edifice were
discovered. Towards thc: end of the twelfth century, Gilbert,
third Earl of Angus, gifted the church of Monifieth with those of
Murroes, Kirrymuir, and Strathdichty, to the Abbey of Arbreath.
The Culdees of Monifieth seem to have resisted this annexation
for a time ; for in the year 1225, we find Malcolm fifth Earl of
Angus and his daughter Matilda repeating the grant. The Coun-
tess Matilda also 1dded apparently as an almy-gift of her vwn,
the whole land on the south side of the church, which, during the
lifetime of her father, was held by the Culdees. Thereafter Moni-
fieth continued to be a dependent church of the abbey tillthe Re-
formation. Indeed, a large yearly revenue was drawn from it ; for
the rent-roll of the abbey’s book of assumptions states the valua-
tion of the church to have been in the year 1531 as follows:
Money, 23 lib. 13s. 4d. ; wheat, 5 chalders; bear, 11 chalders,
Il bolls; meal, 15 chalders, 11 bolls; salmon, 14 barrels. At
the visitation of the monasteries, however, in 1501-2, by the com-
missioners of Privy-Council, the revenues from Monifieth are
stated thus : wheat, 4 chalders, 12 bells ; bear, 12 chalders, 9 lm’ils -
meal, 15 chalders, 10 bolls.

In the flourishing days of the Papacy, the parish consisted of
four distinct chapelries; 1. Monifieth, where the preseni church
1 situated. 2. Broughty, where the remains of the chapel are
still visible on the boundary between this parish and that of Dun-
dee. Within the memory of man, a considerable part of the fa-
bric remained ; but the stones having been found useful for baild-
ing gradually disappeared, so that little more is now left besides
the foundation. The circumjacent cemetery, however, is still in
use. 3. Eglismonichiy {of which the etymology seems to be ec-
clesia montis Dichty), situated on a crag above the river Dichty,
nearly uppmitﬂ the Mill of Balmossie. This chapel, long previ-
ously ruinous, was razed about eighty years ago—the mill just no-
liced built out of the materials, the cemetery ploughed up, the
bones buried, and a circle of trees eradicated, with the exception
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of one venerable plane, which still marks the site. It seems pro-
bable that this was the church of Strathdichty granted with Mo-
nifieth to Arbroath by Gilbert, Earl of Angus, as above-men-
tioned ; and if so, it is doubtless the same as appears on the Ab.
bey’s roll of dependent churches under the designation of the pa-
rish of Strathecktin,—4q., Kingennie, in the northern district of the
present parish, is also mentioned in the same roll as oneof the thirty-
four churches belonging to the Abbey. The ruinous remains of
it were removed about twelve years age, during repairs made on
the farm steading and stackyard now occupying its site. To these
four might be added a fifth, once situated in a field at Ethie-
beaton, known by the name of Chapel Dockie.” Perhaps, how-
ever, this may have been only a private place of worship attached
to the castle which anciently stoed here, and which tradition con-
nects with the name of Cardinal Beaton. When these four re-
ligious houses were united into one parish, has not been ascer-
tained, further than that it must have been before the Reformation
in 1560,

Farochial Hegisters.—The parochial registers have, with some
exceptions, been regularly kept for a period of 282 years ;—in
short; they commence at the date of the Reformation. They con-
sist of twelve large volumes,—one containing the sessional records
of about twenty years near the beginning of last century, having
been lost, though referred to in another volume as extant in 1769,
It is to be regretted that the oldest volume is considerably da-
maged in some places, and several leaves are wanting. The ear-
liest separate register of births and marriages begins in July 1649
Before this period, baptisms and marriages are regularly engrossed
in the weekly record of sessional proceedings.

This curious archive commences with a title which is much tat-
tered; but the first entry is partly legible, as follows : * In Apryll
ye vi day, 1560, The glk day, it is appyntit yt our assemblie of
ye kyrk of Movnefut. . . . .. Sonday at twa efternun at ye kyrk,
wt prayer unte God for his assistans . . . . . . .. to do gt may
be fordrans tohis gloir, and subpressing of Satanand . . .. .."
It will be observed, that the tenor of this entry is similar to that
of the bond executed at Perth in the previous year by the reform-
ing congregations of Perth, Fife, Angus, and Mearns,—among
which, it will be remembered, that the congregations in and about
Dundee are "specially mentioned by historians. It would appesr
also, that the zeal of the people had been directed against the edi-
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fice of the Popish church here, and that it had undergone a dis-
mantling similar to that which overthrew more stately fabries ; for
the second entry is to this effect : * Ye quhylk day it is thoicht
necesser be us yat he hous of prayer be mendit in haist, yat God
may be glorafeit yair,—ye expensis to be tayn uquolie of ye assem-

biie.” Two circumstances seem to aceount for the people of this

parish embracing the Reformation so heartily and so early; lsf,
The proximity of Monifieth to Dundee, in and around which
George Wishart preached much and successfully ; 24, Durbam
of Grange, the most influential individual in the district, and living
on the spot, was & zealous Protestant, and a near relation of the
celebrated superintendent of Angus,—John Erskine of Dun,
Erskine, indeed, lived frequently at Grange; and, according to
tradition, had, at one time, a narrow escape there from Govern~
ment emissaries sent to capture him. We may infer, therefore,
that, during these visits, this zealous reformer organized the con-
gregation of Monifieth, and that Durham was his hearty assistant
in the work. And we know farther, that John Knox lived much
with Erskine at this period, visiting and confirming with him those
who were favourably inclined to Protestantism ; so that it is not
unreasonable to suppose, that Papacy was overthrown in Moni=
fieth by the master hand of the Reformer himself. ;

Though some leaves are wanting near the beginning of the re.
eord, we find that a Protestant minister officiated statedly here bea-
fore the end of the year 1562 ; nor was the parish vacant for any
tength of 1ime (as many others were) from that date to this. ' The
present incambent is the. fifteanth in regular succession from the
Reformation. It is recorded, that, on the 13th of November
1715, * Mr Jo. Ballantyne, minr. hare, was violently threst from
his charge by the persecution of the rebels.” . An . Episeopaliah
was intruded : but Mr Ballantyne was restored in Febriary of ths

fnlluwing year. In 1701, also, the presbytery and synod suspend.

ed Mr John Dempster for nonconformity ; but, in 1702, he was
reponed by the commission of the (General Assembly. . - .- -
Many curious extracts might be made from the old record.
Th? following are esteemed important, as showing the ancient dis-
cipline of the church: February 1563, a culprit copvidted of “ ye
Presumful abus and v yc of drukinness,” was sentenced hj tha session
o be * brankit, stockit, dukit, and banisit ye heile paris.”—* 15th
Octr. 1564, Andro Fyndlay and ‘Elspit Hardye ratefeit yo cotract
#f mariag, and ye.sayd Audro. prbisit to bail ye beleive befor ve
FORFAR, . PR N B "
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solénizatib of his mariag, under ye pane of v mark, and ye cSande-
ments before ye minystratid of ye Lord’s Supper, under ye pane
of uther v mark.” A similar qualification was always required of
spoasors before baptism; and the Lord’s prayer was sometimes
added to the task! ¢ 8 Apryll 1598, the glk day, it was statit
and ordynit and also derectit before ye sessione, yat all disobedy-
ents yat obeyis not the fryst wafning suld be put in ye stypyll, and
thair remaine the space ane day at the decryt of ye assemblie.”
From 1570, down through at least a century, such entries as the
following are rather common : ¢ Robt Leis compeirit and wes ac-
eusit for not communicating—wes ordeanit to mak his repentans,
and pay fourtie sh. of penaltie.” The minute of 22d January
1615 ordains the elders and deacons ¢ day about, twa of yem to-
gedder,” to visit the alehouses in time of public worship, and to
report those who sold liquor. This custom was observed for more
than a century; many of the old entries beginning < elders fand
pon drinking in change-houses ;” while sometimes the following is
recorded : “ ye haill browsters quha sellit aill are summonit to
compeir, &e.”” About 1630, several women were excommunicatedl
and banished the parish for ¢ charmyng and witcherafte.” The
soldiers of the Covenant seem to have been compelled to their
duty by the judieatories of the church, e. g. “ 2d June 168y,
Alexander Davidsone being come home fro ye border fro ye
Secottis armie, under ye regiment of Sir Wm. Blair of Balgille,
hes promissit to returne himself thair again, under ye pane of
banishment of himself and his wyf out of ye parois, and to
tyne his aiker Jand yt is sawen, becaus he purchasit pot Balgillo
bis testimoniall to our sessione to testifye yat he is contented
ef his returning to him again.” = The next is rather myste-
rious 1~ 17th Septr. 1648, Robt. Scott, ye beddell, ressavit
v sh. to buy ane pynt of tarr, to put upon the weomen that
hojds the playds about thair head in the church.” * But the
pext 43 plain enough, whatever may have been the propriety of a
woekly calling of the parochial muster roll; viz. * 28th Septr.
1645, Efter sermone, ye minr. maid intimatione to ye congrega-

. "‘ This extr .[dil;tnl"r-diarip]jnﬂ may have been intended a6 2 correction of somno-
teniay.  The fbilowing passage from an old poem will perhaps ‘elucidate the sal-

J-“‘ ¢ But, as for me,

' Sick oneo sights I neverses; ' -

- Far, saon aa gut the text I read,
I drgw my rogquelay round my head,
And, s wieep, [aogo &' ower ' -
It's etter than thro® the kirk to glower.™
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tione, be reassone ye people keipt not the kirk on the Lord's day,

yt thair names suld be read out everie Sabboth day, that whosom-
ever was absent qn they war callit upon, suld pay twa shillings.”
In 1668, the session exercised a civil power, by taking a precognition

on a case of child murder, and prosecuted the woman  befor the'

bailzie of Kerrimure, the parioch of Monifuith being wtin that

regalitie, and did put a guard upon her till she was fitte to be:

transported there.” Iu 1704, a similar authority was exercised ;
but, in this latter case, the culprit was sent to Edinburgh. Sach
entries as the ensuing are very commoty : % I2th Ju[y 1640, He-
len Scott ordeanit and actit for her offence of sclander, to keip
ye preiching dayly; to sitt dayly in ane visible pairt, qr ye minr
. may sie her; and if sho obeyis not ye samyn under ye pane that
sho sall stand in ye jowgs, and yrefter to be banissit out of ye
paroche, if ever she beis fund to sclaunder any of her nighbours
heirefter, or to flytt with thame,” The following sppears more
salutary than practicable:  &ith Apryll' 168486, It is actit, that
whosoevir heirefter sall be fund to drink in aill-houses, bying or
selling, to remaine longer nor a pynt aill or chapin aill the hand*
sall pay twa dolors.” In 1649, we find Thomas Crawford, quar-
ter-mnster to the General’s Life-Guard, after much contumacy,
obtiged to undergo a severe discipline, for challenging the Laird
of Omachie to single combat. ¥n December 1649, an individual
was subjected to double discipline, for coming ¢ to ye place of re-
pentance wt his sword about, and putting on his bonnett.”

Perhaps the most interesting entry of all (unfortunately imucl
torn) is a long aceount of the ¢ subscryving” of the Solemn Eeagite
and Covenant in 1648, Indeed, the whole record, and the oldest
volume in especial, is full of amusing and curious information, bes
sides throwing mueh valuable Jight on the history of the district]
the manners of the people, the state of wea]th, the vuhm kaf !a-r
bour, &c. &c.

Antiguitios, ~—Upon the hiil of Lam, near the middle -1!' the
parish, are the remains of an ancient vitrified fort. - A low wali ¥
sgbms to have encircled ‘the whole top of the hitl, whigh is flaf;
188 yards in length, by 66 in breath, The hill itself is a greew
tone, terminating a long ridge. At the bottom of "this cone,
pear-heads of iron, with bones of men and hurﬁﬂs, hare -lnte!j

® it Per man, " Lt
ﬂlflt still mlive remember of ofd residenters uﬂ!ing tlmr.l:r.f 1Iul tlu-]r kﬂﬂr lt

"*hhsgh It was denslivhed so S} Suine:
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heen dug up,” About fifty years ago, two workmen came upon
the foundation of a building, at the bottom of the cone, and found
a1 considerable treasure of gold coin. They concealed their prize,
went to London, and scld it as bullion. The circumstance after-
wards came to light by the jealousy of one of the finders, who ac-
cused his comrade of cheating him, as he had received only 1.50
as his share of the booty, whereas he had, on inquiry, discovered
that the moiety was far more valuable. Of course it is not known
that any of the coins were preserved. A mile to the west of Laws
is the Gallowhill of Ethiebeaton, where it is said that feudal jus-
tice was executed in former times. Tumuli, rude stone-coffins,
and human bones, have been found around it. A little north
from Linlathen is a large heap of stones called ¢ Cairn Greg.”
A loeal chieftain, famous in ancient Scottish story, is said to have
fallen in battle here. His name was Greg or Gregory ; and the
place of his residence, near Colliston, in the parish of St Vi-
geans, is still known by the name of ¢ Castle Gory.” Numerous
other cairps within the circuit of a mile around the principal one,
'mark the burial-place of the other slain. On the top of a small
knoll near Kingennie, is an interesting relic of antiquity called
“ St Bride’s ring.” It consists of a circle of siones (large blocks
forming the outer rim, and smaller boulders the inner), about 60
feet in diameter. On the eastern side is an entrance several feet
in width, having somewhat the appearance of regular masonry;
but the blocks are wholly unchiselled. It seems to have been a
place of worship ; but who St Bride was is not known; only it IS
thought that the neighbouring parish of Panbride received its name
from the same saint. A few yards north of the glebe, lies a huge
block of stoney (supposed four tons weight), having a square
excavation in the middle, in which formerly stood a kind
of obelisk. This shaft was brokén at a remote period. Af«
terwards, it was brought down te the church, to replace the
lintel of ‘the * queer” door, and, by this means, was mutilated -
still more to bring it into shape. _It is now bwilt into the front
wall of the new church. . No trace of its origin or object can be
discovered. The side now exposed to view is covered with human
figures, rudely carved in:low reliel, of which the most entire i8
David playing on the harp. Attached to the old ** gueer” aboves
mentioned, 'was an elegant mausoleum of Durham of Pitkerro
* argentaris” to James V1. All the stones of it, on which there
was any inscription, are built into the pfﬂem': church. Besides
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this, a great part of the present church is built of the materials of
the old abbay of Balmerine. That edifice was dismantled, and
the stones shipped down the Tay, by the second Lord Balmerino,
for the purpose of repairing the old church of Monifieth: ; his ob«
ject being to save expense, as he was the chief heritor in the pa-
rish. :

Broughty Castle, situated on a point of rock projecting into
the Tay, near the western boundary of the parish,* is an ancient
place of strength, well adapted for commanding the river, which
is here only a mile broad, but stretches out to a much greater
width both above and below it. The ruins spread over a consi-
derable extent; but the only part of the building now remaining
i 4 large square keep, at present used as a signal tower by the
coast-guard. Boece mentions the existence of this stronghold
in 1482 ; but the date of its erection is not known. After the
victory at Musselburgh, 10th September 1547, the English gars
risoned this castle, as the key of the Tay. In a short time, the
Regent Arran besieged it; but, after much loss, during three
months’ ineffectual effort, abandoned the atiempt, leaving James
Haliburton, the youthful and brave provost of Dundee, to keep
wateh, and prevent provisions being carried to the garrison. Next
vear the Earl of Argyle made a desperate but fruitless assault on
the place. Thereafter, Monsieur D’Essy, who commanded the
Seottish army, made a third attempt at its reduction, with similar
ill success ; and it was not till the beginning of 1550, that it was
stormed and carried by De Thermes, commander of the allied
army of Scotch, French, and Germans. The fortification was
immediately dismantled ; but we find that, towards the end of the

* A valgar prejudice still prevails, that this castle is in the parish of Caputh, near
Dunkeld. The sessional record shéws this to be without foundation. The casg
Mands thus ;e A man, in 1678, who had been fishing for salmon at the casils on &
Sunday, refused to submit to perochial discipline, on the plea that the offince was
committed inthe ' pariech of Kebbot.” The proprietor was applied to, whostated chat
be had some idea of jts belonging to Kirriemuir, but that with Caputh it had sothing
lodo. Thereupon the matter was referred to the presbytery, who lod evidence upon
- After much patient inquiry, no ground could be discovered for supposing the
eastle to belong to any other parish : but every ground for its bolonging to Monifletl
¥ai produced. These are mentioned at large. The sessional record of 12th 1le.
amber 1658, moreaver, bears witness, that the castle paid its quota to the repararion
of the church, The preabytery found secordingly, and the synod gonfirmed the
Eﬂﬂlng i March 1681, after the matter had been before the courts for nearly three
Joom. . Al partics were satisfied ; and thereafier the propristor is mentioned e aps
pearing for his interest at a meeting of heritors in 1701, :

have arisen from the circumstance of Caputh not beipg an original parish, and,
when erpcted into one, receiving siipend from s moltitude:pf parishes arouud; and
Brought may have been axssemsed for a trifle.  In the same way, Drumkilbo, in the
wheleh - Meigle, i orroe thought to be in’ Capuath. e AR s
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nentury, the Master of Gray inhabited the castle as a dwelling:
house. After the death of Lady Gray, who lived in it for a con-
siderable period, it was altogether abandoved. On Fort-hill, about
half a mile nerth-west from Broughty Castle, was a fort erected
by the English after Arran’s siege in 1548, as a flanking post of
their principal garrison, which it was well caleulated to be, on ac-
count of its commanding situatien. The works of this fortification
were also demolished in 15560. Not wmore than sixty years ago,
according to the testimony of old residenters, the wall remained
in some places twelve feet high ; but, within these twenty years,
the ploughshare has passed over the site. More lately, a decp
draw-well was discovered on the top of the hill, and several bullets,
pieces of cannon, &c. were found at the bottom. The camp, on
the same ridge as Fort-bill, and rather more than a quarter of a
mile east from it, seems either to have been an outpost of the
castie, or an encampment of the besiegers. Few traces of its in-
trenchments now remain. In the oldest part of the sessional re-
eord, it is called the Brachan, {i. e. the whin-covered knoll),
showing that its name of the Camp was then new and little in
nse, and, therefore, connecting that name with the siege of
Broughty, and not with the wars of an earlier period as some have
pupposed.

Modern Buildings—Grange, the ancient seab of the Durhams,
{now of Largo), iz pleasantly sitvated half a mile from the shore
at Monifieth. A comfortable new house has replaced the old
one, which wag famous for the escape of Erskine of Dun, already
mentioned, and for the meditated and nearly accomplished escape
of the Marquis of Montrose, when be was being carried to
Edinburgh after his capture at Assynt. Linlathen, a large
mansion en the banks of the Dighty, is the residence of Thomas
Erskine, Fsq., author of Remarks on the Internal Evidence for
the Truth of Revealed Religion, &c. Mr Colville of Laws has
recently built, near the vitrification already mentioned, a seat of
¢ansiderable magnificence, in a florid style of architecture. Ia
point. of prospeot, the site is one of the finest in Forfarshire,

I L.—Porurarion.

It appears from the parochial register that the average number
of Iirths, about 15680, was 38 per anpnum. About 1670, the
average had decreased to 30 per anpuwm ; and about 1700 it
was still smaller.. The decrease of the population at this period
was owing to the sweeping away of several villages, particularly

q .
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two considerable ones called Cadgerton and Fyotrack, (inodern-
ized into Fintry,) not a vestige of either of which now remains,
About 1750, again, the average of yearly births had inereased to
37; but the population bad again decreased considerably at the
time of the publication of the former Account.

It amounted in 1755 o 142]—{ Dr Websier's Report. )

in 1794 . 218 SirJ. Sincleir's Acooynt.)
in 182] . 2017
in 1831 . 9630
inl8d4l . 85461

The rapid increase during late years is doubtless owing to the
recent springing into existence of the village of Broughty Ferry,
and to the extension into the country of the trade of Dundee ; and
from both causes it may be inferred, that the increase will still
proceed in a large ratio, For, in addition to the public works
which have of late been set in operation, others have been con-
templated should trade revive; while the railroad from Dundee
to Arbroath, which passes through the whele breadth of the pa-
rish, promises to increase the traffic of the disiriet, and the num-
ber of houses along the line. Indeed, Lord Panmure has begun
to grant ninety-nine years building leases an the links of Barn-
hill, which begin already ta increase the population. And, sheuld
commeree improve, doubtless many of the citizens of Dundee will
be glad to exchange the smoke and bustle of the town for the
freshness and retirement of a country villa, from which the rail-
road will transport them, at almost every hour, to their business
and counting-rooms in fifteen minutes. The situation, the cli-
mate, the abundance of excellent springs, the comparative cheap-
ness of the soil, and the many facilities of the locality, conspire
to render almost certain the asmticipation, that a large and respec-
table population will soon be set down on what is at present only
a sheep-walk and a rabbit-warren.

The popuhtmn is at present thus divided ; in Broughty Fﬂr}',
19860 ; in Mooifieth, 250; in Drumsturdy, 190; and in the coun-
tey, 1041. g

Averape births per anpum, 75; average marriages per do, 27.

On the whole, the inhabitants are a moral and industrious
people; and, though in some instances the public works have in-
troduced their attendant evils of profligacy and drunkenness, the
contagious example has not spread among tbe rest of the parish-
ioners.  Few have eome to years without an ordinary education ;
intellectyal attainment is obviously prized and adexncing.  The

+
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smuggling of foreign liquors, tobacco, &c. along the coast was un:
fortunately too common within these thirty years past, but is now
wholly unknown. Surer and honester methods of acquiring a live-
lihood are now adopted, as much from choice as from necessity;
so that a competency is enjoyed by most, and even riches, ac-
cording to their station, bave been amassed by many of the in-
habitants.

Three lunatics are kept in the Dundee asylum. Three others are
fatuous, and five are deaf and dumb.

I1V.—IxpUsTRY.

. Agriculture.—'The number of imperial acres in the parish is

G064, - Of these there are,

Elnder cultivation, . 4574 acres.
Pasture (chiefly links}, 982G
Waood (planced), . 54

The rent of the best land may be stated at L.3, 10s. per acre,
(though some is let at above L.4); that of the worst.at L.} per
acre, The valued rent, extracted from the valuation roll of the
county, published in 1823, is L.5941, 13s. 4d.; but the actual
rent may be about L.9500. The sessional record mentions, that,
in 1633, an assessment being made for the reparation of the kirk,
the number of ploughs in the parish was 48  Every thing consi-
dered, this shows that not much more than one-third of the land
-now cultivated was at that time under the plough,

The whole of the reclaimable land in the parish is now under
tillage, all the rest being either planted, or sandy links, which can
bardly be improved. The large farms on nineteen years leases
vary from 100 to 800 acres. There are, besides two or three
smaller farms, numerous pendicles of from five to fifteen acres.
‘The possessors of these in some instances pursue other trades, or
employ the spare power of their horses in cartage, &c. for hire.
. They generally keep a number of cows out of proportion to their
lands, by buying in grass, taenips, and fodder; and they find con~
siderable profit from the sale of milk, butter, and cheese in Dun-
dee, or among their manufacturing neighbours who can keep no
duiry, = Several of the large furmers also find it advantageous fo
keep extensive dairies for the supply of the Dundee market, send-
ing the milk, either sweet or skimmed, into town once .a day in
summer, nnd twice a week in winter. = Less stock is thus reared
in the parishthan might be expected, and sheep hushandry is al-
most upkdown.  Monifieth has Iung been famous for its potatoes;
~and there is a considerable trade in planting them early for the
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Dundee market, 1n which the carts marked * Monifieth” are al-
ways looked out for by the purchuser.

Fisheries.— All along the coast salmon-fishing is pursued, The
value of the fishings have much decreased of late years, owing
chiefly to the judicial prevention of stake-nets and sole-nets.
Common-haul or cobble-nets only can now be legally used. About
thirty hands are employed ; and, though the season opens in the
beginning of February, little is done till the beginning of April,
About twenty years ago, the rent of the fishings was L.1500, when
729 fish have been known to be got during a tide at one station.
The rent at last letting was 1.825, and the above number of fish
will bardly be got at one station during the whole season.

Produce.~—The average gross amount of raw produce annually
raised in the parish is as follows :(—

Wheat, 280 acres at L. 10 per acre, ' L2800 © O
Oats, 1040 do. at L.7 per acre, " ‘ 280 0 0
Harley, 640 do. st L.8 per acre, . 5120 0 ¢
New grass, 700 do. at 1.5 per acre. : . 3508 0 O
Uld grass, 700 do. at L.2, 1Us. per acre, . . 1750 0 O .
Turnips, 560 do. at L.6 per acre, . ‘ 3560 0 O
Potatoes, 454 do. at L. 10 per acre, - 4540 0 O
Fallow, 2K} do e
Links pasture, 926 do. ‘ . . 40 0 0
Wood sold annually, at an average, . . 150 0 O
Salmon fishings,” . . . M40 @ 0
Produee of gardens, about . i - 160 ¢ 0O
Produce of white Bshing {lowest caleulation,) . . S63 0 O
Pavement from quarrics, &e. . . - unknown

Total, L3440 0 O

Manufactures.— Weaving is carried on to a considerable extent
in the parish, it being a kind of trade with some to bring the yarn
from Dundee, apportion it to the weavers around, receive back
the webis, and carry them to Dundee,

There is a large spinning-mill at the mouth of the Dighty, dri-
ven partly by water and partly by steam.. When in full operation
it employs 130 bands. Half a mile farther up the river is an ex-
tensive bleaching work, giving employment at present to 90 work
Pevple; but, when enlarged according to the present intention of
the proprietors, it will employ double that number. - A'siialler
bleaching work on the river stands idle and unfinished ; and besides
these, other works are talked of, which, il trade prosper; witl as-
suredly go on. o h

In the village of Monifieth a foundry and machine-work-are in

' I“rt_hi-kmkulntinn we bave given only the maok,. the expense of nets, fo. and the
wiges, since, taking the average uf tho last five years, the fishinge bave little more
cleared themselves.
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active operation. = About 100 hands are employed. T'he business
carried on is chiefly the making of machinery for spinning-milis,
The village has also a cart and plough manufactory, of long es-

tablished repute. '

In Broughiy Ferry an establishment for curing cod prepares
400 Bsh per week for exportation, when tha season is favourable.
Here also are two roperies, and a foundry, besides breweries, bake-
houses, &c. and the several manufactories cammon in a large
village.

Several tanneries, a fulling-mill, a lintseed-oil-mill, a bleach-
field on the old system, and a thread-mill, which were in opera-
tion during last century, have been discontinued for upwards of
forty years.

Navigation.— We have no regular harbour in this parish; bu
coal and lime vessels of small tonnage deliver their cargoes all
along the coast,—the receding tide leaving them dry on the slop-
ing sandy beach. Small vessels are occasionally built at Broughty
Ferry, where the nature of the shore permits them to be launched
at once into deep water. Indeed, on account of the depth of wa-
ter, and the natural shelter which would be afforded for shipping,
the construction of a harbour there, for the larger vessels engag-
ed in the Dundee trade, has often been spoken of as easy, desir-
able, and likely to be gone into at no distant period. And as the
railway passes along the very brink of the river, perhups this may
be a cause of the speedy effectuation of the project.

V.—ParocHiar EconoMy,

The market-town is Dundee, from which: the remotest part of
ihe parish is not distant more than seven miles. A half-yearly
market for cattle, horses, &c. used to be held at Monifieth, and
the semblance of it is still kept up. Within these thirty years it
was of considerable importanee ; but of late it has dwindled into
nothing.

Broughty-Ferry is a large village, coutaining in sll neerly 2200
inhabitants, situated chiefly in this parish, though a small part be-
longs to the parish of Dundee. YFifty years ago it cunsisted of
about half~a-dogen fishermen’s huts; but the ‘proprietor having
begum o feu about the year 1790, it started at once into a eonsi-
derable town, and is still rapidly increasing. It presents a clesn
and peat appearance ; and from the river, the view of the village
in front, with the villas of the more wealthy on the sloping back-
groued, is very picturesque. The streets, most unaccountably,
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are neither paved nor Macadamised, so that the blowing of the
fine sand on which the village is buiit, ia very disagreeable in dry
‘weather. ‘This place is much resorted to in the summer months
as bathing-quarters ; indeed, the population, during three months
in the year, iz greatly increased from this cause ; and many of the
inhebitants, who bave rooms or flats to let, mainly depend on this
for their support. Dundee is chiefly supplied with white fish from
Broughty Ferry. 'Thirieen boats, having each at an average six
men for a crew, are statedly emoployed in this branch of industey ;
but during svmmer, the number of boats employed is considerably
greater. Upwards of Gfty families depend for support an the white-
fishing. Haddock, cod, ling, fiounders, soles, whiting, plaice,
skate, and turbot, are the fish commonly or occasionally caught;
but for two months in snmmer, most of the fishermen, in larger
boats for the purpose, are engaged in the herring fishery on the
northern coasts of Scotiand., In the Dundee Police Act, there is
a provision for a peolice to Broughty Ferry; but as yet it has never
been acted on, though there is good reason for some establishunent
of the kind. For instance, steam-boats, during the summer months,
bring down ar inundation ef the worst population of Dundee on
the Sabbath day. Hence drunkeoness and riot, in spite of afl
moral exertions to put a stop to the evil, are too common on &
day set apart for haly rest ; and that, too, in a locality where the
ifhabitants, in general, respect and prize Divine ordinances. There .
is a penny-post from Dundee to Broughty Ferry. It is carried by
a foot-runner, whe goes twice a-day, the distance being four miles.

The turnpike road from Dundee to Arbroath transects the pa-
rish towards its southern extremity. On this road one meil passes
south and another north every day. Three other coaches used
to run on this road, but the opening of the railway some years
since has put o atep tothem all. The public road from Elundee to
Brechin skirts the north-western boundary of the parish ; and about
twenty miles of parish roads (some of which are very indifferontly
kept) facilitate communication throughout the district. . As already
aliuded to, the railway from Dundee to Arbroath passes through
this parish coastwise for nearly three miles. ©On. account of the
level nature of the line, the facilities granted by the extensive
proprietor, through whose estate it chiefly passes, and for other
Teasons unnecessary to be detailed, it -is suppﬂaud this: is. the
cheapest railway in Britain, as aslumdljr |t i’ of the ulmosh:
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advantage to the interests of the country. By it an additional mail

is carried south and north daily.
Eeclepiastical State.—'The parish church stands on the brink of

the Tay, at the southern extremity of the'parish, and is conse-
yuently rather inconveniently situated for a considerable propaor-
tion of the population ; but it is well set down for the contemplated
increase along the line of the railway. It was built in 1813, is in
good repair, is seated for 1100 hearers, but will contain 1200 with
ease. Now that 2000 of the population have been taken away by
the Broughty Ferry chapel, it is much too large for the parish;
and yet it is believed that, in a few years, it will be found small
enough ; for, exclusive of the Ferry district, the population of the
original parish has increased upwards of 400 since that chapel was
erected fifteen years ago. In the old church, what was called “the
common loft” belonged to the session, in lieu of which several pews
“have beengiven tothesession in thenew church, All therest are the
property of the heritors, and given by them to their tenants. The
mange is a8 tommodious house, and was builtin 1829. The glebe
consists of four and a-half acres of excellent land. The stipend
amounts to 17 chalders of victual (half meal, half barley), with
L.10 for communion elements. The only benefaction now extant
is a mortification of L.100 Scots yearly, payable from Grange,
partly as a bursary for poor scholars, and partly for the behoof of
. the poor’s funds. '
As hinted above, the village of Broughty Ferry, with a small
landward territory around it, was, in 1884, erected into a parish
veclestastionl, having been previously the district attached to the
- chapel of ease there. This chapel was built in 1826, and a mi-
nister was ordained to the charge in 1827, The election of the
minister is vested in * the male sitters, being communicants.” A
bond, given to the Presbytery, secures L.120 of annual sti-
pend to the minister. But when the debt is liquidated this will be
increased.. The sources whence the stipend is derived are, the
seat-rents, and six annual collections made ut the church door i
behalf of the funds of the institution. The chapel is seated for
720 ; but 800 more seats would be required to meet the wants of
the population. For several months in summer, especially when
the village is filled with sea-bathers, the want of ehurch accommo-
dation is very painfully felt. . No manse, glebe, or endowment of
aby kind is Dttached :to this churchi The Rev. David Davidson

is the present incumbent.

= The Undver= iy of Edinturgh
The University of Glasgaw



TRy
.
R

"MONIFIETH, b5,

There is a Dissenting chapel in Broughty Ferry. It was built
by Mr Haldane, but is now the property of Mr Erskine of Lins
lathen, and given by him to be used as a place of worship in con~-
nection with the United Associate Synod of the Secession Church.
There is, however, no fixed pastor at present ; nor has there been
for some time.

The distribution of the population among the ?armua Christian

denominations is as follows :
Church of Scotland in Monifieth, i273. Broughty Ferr_-,l. E G0,

Pizzenters, . - 152 . 163
Epircopalians, - - 11 . - 112
{atholics, " & 1] o - 13
Inknown, - - 25 - . 86

and the number of communicants in connection with the Establlsh»
ment is about 1300,

A parochial Bible and Missionary Sociely; established many
years ago, has some years since been cut down into two,—one I1n
Monifieth, and one in Broughty Ferry,—by which the schemes.in
which the Churchof Scotland hasembarked are specially supported.

Education.— The total number of schools in the parish worlh
mentioning, {Sabbath schools not included), is eight ; viz. one
parochial ; three supported wholly by Mr Erskine of Linlathen
{two fernale schools in the parish of Monifieth, the other, an infant
school in Broughty Ferry) ; two partially endowed, the others on
the teachers’ own adventure. There is besides an excellent school
n connection with the church of Broughty Ferry ;. but itis situated
just beyond the boundary of the civil parish of Monifieth. The ave-
rage number of scholars vearly is 490 ; and it may be said ge-
nerally, that most of the children who ought to be at school are
sent to it, and that the benefits of education are known and appre-~
ciated, The parochial schoolmaster has the legal accommodations
on & ver}f comfortable scale. His salary is L.25, 13s. 4d. per, an-
num,* and his school-fees average about L.35 more,

It is 1mpnrtant to notice the exertions made by the Church uf
Scatland in behalf of education during all her history, but especi-
ally before schools were endowed by the authority of Government
in every parish, The sessional record gives some interesting in-
formation on this head, regarding what was done in Mapnifieth.

* To explain why, in such a parish an Monifieth, the maximum ﬂhrr !lll Wit e
7%t biwa given to the schoolmaster, it may he proper to mention, thut the hegiupe
Pay L.45 yearly in penaioning off the old schoolmaster, who, from age, bad becume
ll'f‘l-ﬁttni for hiz laborinns dmu:_ru When this burden endl doubrticis the mﬂmm

stulery will be given, '
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The parish appears to have had a *reidar” from the period of
the Reformation; and though it is not expressly said, some entries
would lead us to infer that he acted in the capacity of schoolmas.
ter also. At any rate, on the 18th November 1599, ¢ Mr Tho-
mas Zoung was electit schoolmaister wt. cosent of ye haill assem.
blie 3 and, on the 16th March 1600, the following provision was
made for his maintenance :—** Jtem, becaus ye guid restan of ve
kirk and commonweill dois not litell depend fra ye deligent up-
bringing of the south in lerning and vertew. Therefor, for the
establishing of ane schoolmaister, ordaynis everie pleuch occupyd
be the ownar to paye zeirlie fourtie sh., and be the fermouair 20
ah. ; and everie twa marks restrinit to ane pleuch; and sic as has
no labouring 1o paye for everie bairnie x. sh.” This was, however,
either an inadequate aliment, or it was ill paid ; for, as a result of
the act of Privy-Council in 1818 {which, unfortunately, was never
properly implemented), ordaining every parish to maintain a school-
master, we find the following :—* 14 Deec. 1617. The sessione
considering the insufficiencie of ane provisione to the schoolemais-
ter, hes thocht expedient, that of everie baptism he have twa shil-
lings, and of everie marriage fourtie d.” And again - 17 Oct.
1619. As concerning the cstablishing off the schoolemaister,
thoelit meitt and aggreitt upon that, for his interlinement, the
Laird off Grange sould find him ane quarter of ane zeir, and the
minister ane uther quarter, and the rest of ye paroche quha hes
baires sould provyd for him the uther halff zeir.” There are
other entries of a similar import.

A regular sehoolroom, however, was not erected till 1656, the
Presbytery of Dundee baving previously perambulated the parish,
‘and fixed upon a central site for it. When the school was remov-
&d to the most uncentral locality of the village.of Monifieth, where

it ‘now is,—is not known. A dweiling-house for the schoolmaster
was not built till 1691, - Indeed, until 1686, when parochial
‘sthools were fially established by the Legislature, those who held
the office of teacher in the parish appear to have been very inade-
quately remunerated. One person resigned on. the ground ibat
he could not live by the profession. -

FThe celebrated scholar, David Doig, LL. D. (rector of the
grammar school of Stirling, and an able writer in the Encyclope-
.dis Britanpica,} was a native of this parish, and was admitted

~ ‘sehoolmaster in 1749 ;—and, for several years towards the close of
last century, Mr W. Craighead, the author of a treatise on arith-
-metic formerly mueh in use, held the same situation. -
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Literature.— Two parochial librariez are in operation. That
in Broughty Ferry was instituted in 1829, and contains upwards
of 500 volumes; that in Monifieth was iustituted in 1836, and
contains upwards of 600 volumes. The readers in each are not
s0 numerous as they ought to be and once were.

There is no fricodly society in the parish. One was attempted
among the fishermen of Broughty Ferry; but after a short and
sickly existence, it bas been broken up. T'wo savings banks {one
in Monifieth and the other in Broughty Ferry) on the National
Security system are succeeding more prosperously. In the
Broughty Ferry branch there are L. 600; in Monifieth, L. 200.

Poor.— The average number of persons regularly receiving pa-
rochial aid is 40, besides occasional paupers; and the average
amount of supply to cach is 6s. per month., The collections
available for the poor, made at the doors of the two churches,
average L. 80 per annum. A trifle more is realized from hearse
and mortcloth dues ; but hitherto this income has been found in-
adequate to meet the expenditure, 2o that the heritors have volun-
tanly assessed themselves in order to defray it. It is to be lament-
ed, that the independent spirit which formerly instigated many
of the industrious poor to disdain parochial relief is fast wear-
ing out, '

Inms.~In the Monifieth district of the parish there are five li-
censed ale-houszes; but in the Broughty Ferry district, theve ure
one hotel and twenty alehouses.

Fyel,—The fuel used is sea-borne coal and brushwoeod; for
which last “ birns,” or the scorched stems of burnt furze, is a éom-
mon substitute among the poorer classes. Peats of an excellént
quality used to be dug out of the links by ** tirring” the sand to
the depth of from four to eight feet. This was less laborious thish
might be imagined, as the stratum of moss when arrived at is ofieh
“twelve peats deep.” This mode of obtaining foel, however, was
‘Some time ago put a stop to by the proprietof, on aceotint of tlie
blowing of the loogened sand, and consequent destrietion of the pas-
tire whieh it occasioned, 'On a late occasion, in enttigg o deep
‘Grain through the links, a canve was diseovered 'dbéply imbedded
™ this steatum of moss, at least a mile from the dhre; giving
‘Proof that the whole of the links from Monifieth to 'Wesfuhaves,
{forting-dn iosceles trinugle, of which the bave d6 five wiiles, and
the perpendicnltr from the vertex to the base thive dlilis, } were
t One timte wnder water, and constiluted pert of the estuarpdlthe
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. Tay. The etymology of the names of the places, situated on the
steep brink rising above the links, unequivocally eorroborates the

same suppusitiun.

September 1842,
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