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There are in the parish about 3000 acres cultivited or occa-
sionally in tillage, and about 900 acres under wood.

‘The average rent of laad per acre is L.1, 5s. ; real rental of
the parish, L.3100.

V.—Parocuiar Economy.

Eeclesiastical State.— The number of families in the parish is
190, and all belong to the Established Church. Stipend, 128
bolls barley, 128 bolls meal, with L.8, 6s. 8d. for communion ele-
ments. The glebe is about twelve acres in extent, and may be
valued at [.15. The manse was built in 1783; it was repaired
and additions made to it in 1826.

Education.~—There is but one school in the parish,—the pa-
rochial. The teacher’s salary is 1..84, 4s. 44d. ; probable amount
of his school-fees, L.25. He receives, as session-clerk, [L,1, 10s.
per annum, and shares in the Dick Bequest.

Loor.—Number of poor, 18, Average annual amount of con-
tributious for their relief, L.34, whereof, from church collections,

L.24 ; from alms and legacies, L.10,

e

PARISH OF OLD MACHAR.

FRESBYTERY OF ABERDEEN, SYNOD OF ABERDREN.,

THE REV. ROBERT SMITH, Minist

THE REV. P. FORBES, D. D., iRisiers.

THE REV. GAVIN PARKER, Bon Accord.

THE REV. JAMES BRYCE, Gilcomsion,

THE REV. ROBERT FORBES, A. M., Woodside,
THE REV. WILLIAM MITCHELL, Holburn Sireer.

L-—ToroaraPHY av¥Dp NATURAL HisTory,
THE parish of Old Machar was originally a deanery, called the

Deanery of St Machar, and comprehended the parishes of Oid
Machar, New Machar, and Newhills. In times of Popery, they
do not seem to have been divided into separate parishes, but to
have been ehapels in the deanery, at which chapels divine worship
was reguiarly performed, as the inbabitants of so extensive and po-
pulous a district could not conveniently meet in one place for pub-
lic worship. .New Machar seems to have been erected into a se=

&2 The Unieeesity of Edinbizrgh
Thr Universiy of Glasgow




OLD MACHAR, 1075

parate parish abont the time of the Reformation; and Newhills
about the year 1663.

The extent of this parish is great, and its form irregular.
Its south-east corner forms the north and west boundaries of the
city of Aberdeen, or parish of St Nicholas, It exstends about
three miles up the Dee, by which river it is bounded on the scuth,
and divided from the parish of Nigg, and county of Kincardine,
The western boundary stretches in 2 crooked line from the Dee
to the Don, at the distance of about two miles and a-half from the
parish church. By this line it is divided from the parishes of
Nether Banchory and Newhills. Crossing the Don, it extendsa
mile and a-half farther up the river, making in all four miles from
the river’s mouth. On this part the Don divides it from the pa-
rishes of Newhills and Dyce ; its northern boundary passes by the
parishes of New Machar and Belhelvie, till it joins the sea at the
Black Dog, forming a sweep, every part of which is distant from
the parish church at least four miles. On the east, it 13 bounded
by the sea, from the Black Dog to Aberdeen, the extent of coast
being about five miles. Its greatest length, from north to south,
may be seven or eight wiles, and its greatest breadth about four
miles.

This parish rises in a gentle slope from the sea, and though
ihere is no eminence in it that deserves the name of a mountain,
its surface is beautifully diversified by rising grounds. The wind-
ings of the Dee and the Don, the manufactories, and the woods
on the banks of the latter, some detached clumps of planting on
the rising grounds, interspersed with a number of gentlemen’s seats
and villas,—together with the various prospects of the sea, the
rivers, the cities of Old and New Aberdeen, and the villages of
Gilcomston and Woodside,—give a pleasant variety to the general

appearance of this parish.
The soil is in some places naturally fertile; in others bar-

Ten.
1I.—Czvir HisTonry,

Land-owners.—The principal of these are,

City of Aberdeen.
Per Master of Kirk and B, Works, . L.-'.ig?"lﬂa ‘Iﬁﬂ l%\’a]’u-ed reng.

T'reasurer, . .
Master of Mortificstion . . 200 0 0O
192 9 &

L'nion Bireet Trustpes, .

L1166 B8 6
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1076 ANERDEENSHIRE.

Johin Paton, Esq. of Grandholm.
. . L.710 0 O Yalued rent.

Land, .
Fishings, . . 271 15 10
L. 881 15 10
Lord and Lady James Hay.
Eend, . . L.&622 4 4
Fishings, . ; 166 13 4
1.788 I7 8
Heira of Colonel Gordon of Parkhill.
Iand, " . . L.&643 6 B
H. D. Forbes, Esq., Balgownie.
Land, . . L.54 15 0O
8ir M. and Lady Bruce.
Land, . . L.488 I2 6
King's College.
Land, . . L.425 15 2
James Skene, Esq. of Rubislaw,
Land, . ' Lamnw 6 0
Jobin Leslie, Esg. of Powis.
Land, . . L.18G 18 0O
Fishings, . . . 166 13 4
L.353 0 4
Walter Duthie, Esq., Ruthriestan.
Land, . . . L3 0 ©

In this list are not included several smaller heritors, who are pro-
prietors of fishings chiefly. The average valuation of these may
be about L. 260.

Parochial Registers.—There are registers of births, marriages,
and burials. They contain only the burials in Old Machar
churchyard ; but there are three other churchyards in the parish.

Mansion~Houses.—The chief of these are, Grandholm, Scots-
town, Denmore, Balgownie, Hilton, Powis, Cornhill, Woodside,
&c.

IIL.—PoruLaTION.

Amount of population in 1801, - 0,01
181§, . 15,781
1821, - 18,312
1831, - 25,107
1841, . o 102

All south of the Don isincluded in the Parliamentary boundary
of Aberdeen.

Populetion in the continuous village from Preventive Station (inclusive) to its ter-

mination north.-west of old Bridge of Do, . . . 200
At Grandbolm Haugh, including eruives, manufactory, and dependencies, 938
At Penley, F . ; ; . * 12
Total in villages north of Don, . . . . 630
In country north of Don, . . : . . 860
Total north of Dwon, i . . . 1480
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OLD MACHAR. 107Y

The population of the guead sacra divisions in 1841 was as
follows :—

Bon-Accord, . 5171
Gileomston, . 4115
Woodside, p 4535
Huolburn Street, . 3729

IV.—InpusTRY.

Agriculture.—Extensive improvements have, of late years, been
effected in the way of reclaiming waste lands on the property of
the late Colonel Gordon of Parkhill; by Messrs Nicol, Reid
(Leuchlands), Craighead (Mindurno), Simpson (Cranbay), and
others. One of these active farmers, Mr Nieol, received a pre-
mium, a few years ago, for his improvements from the Highland
Society. Much credit is also due to the late Colonel Gordon,
the proprietor,

The real rental of the parish is not known; but the valuation,
at allocating the schoolmaster’s salary per decreet of the Commis-
sioners of Supply, 2d February 1758, was 1.10,882, 11s. 4d.
Seots.  Where no valuation cess-books was attainable, the Com-
missioners affirmed the valuation at one-fifth of the then real rent.

Fishings.— Salmon-fishing is carried on it the Don, but princi-
pally by stake-nets in the sea.

Manufactures.—Cotion-spinning is carried on at Grandholm
Haugh by Leys, Masson, and Co.; thread-spinning and weaving
at Gordons Mills, by Milne, Cruden, and Co.: and at Printheld,
by Gordon, Barron, and Co.; and bleaching at all of these places
for their own goods; flax-spinning, weaving, and bleaching, at
Broadford and Rubislaw, by Richards and Co. All of these ma-
nufactures are carried on to a considerable extent.

V.—Parocnial Ecovomy.

Eecclesiastical State.~The parish contains the four quoad sucra
divisions of Gilcomston, Bon-Accord, Woodside, and Holburn
Street. The stipends are as follows :—

(3ld Mechar, first minister, . L2273 1t 3 p

sccond de. . . 282 19 9 From teinds.
Gileornston, . . . ?ﬁ Eln l'.';
BHon-Accord, ' . " ;
Woodside, . . 150 G ©f From sgat-rents.
Iolburn Street, " . g0 O O

In regard to the religious denominations of the population of the
whole parish guoad civilia, the report to the Commissioners of
Religious Instruction in 1836 was as follows :—

Belonging to the Established Church, . . 19.654
other denominations, . . 6,253

Mot known to belong to any denomination, . 1,658
27,505
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1078 ABERDEENSHIRE.

‘The present parish church formed part of the Cathedral of St
Machar, which was founded in 13857, and fnished in 1522. It
was last altered in 1832-3. Besides the parish church, there is
A chapel in King’s College, which is open, during the session, for
the accommodation of the professors and studeuts.

Gilcomston, formerly a chapel of ease to Old Machar, was
erected into a guoad sacra parish by the General Assembly in
1834. There are within its bounds an Episcopal congregation,
and another of the Original Seceders.

Bon-Accord also was a chapel of ease to Old Machar from the
year 1828 to 1834. In this district; there is a Baptist congrega-
tion.

Woodside was also a chapel of ease to Old Machar.
a congregation of Independents within its bounds.

The glebe attached to the second charge of the guoad civilia
parish is between six and seven acres in extent. Present rent,
L.81, 10s. The manse was built in the end of last ceutury, and
is in good repair,

Liducation.—There are two schools north of the Don, and a
great many on the other side of the river. The salary of the pa-
rochial schoolmaster is nominally L.30, but several mojeties are at-
nually lost ;—the original heritors assessed in 175 , and their
successors, being uoknown. Fees from 1.30 to L.35; allowance
from the Dick Bequest, about L.30.

Savings’ Bank.— There is one in the parish, but the business
done is very trifling,

Poor.— Averagé number of paupers, 157, receiving an average
payment per quarter, of 7s. 11}d, each ; 435, average payiment per
month, 4s. 61d. each ; 50 orphans and deserted children, 7s, 9d.
per month ; 277 temporary supplies, 4s. 9d. each supply ; 17 lu-
natics in asylum, I.15 each; I1 do. not in asylum, 1.5, 3s, 8d;
63 children at school, 2s 5d. per quarter each; 68 funerals of
paupers, 10s. 6d. each; clothing and shoes for paupers, L.01,
6s. 23d. 25 paupers belonging to this parish are supplied through
the parish in which they reside, at a cost of L.30, 2s. 11d. Ex-
pense of poor’s house, Gilcomston, (containing 20 very aged
or disabled paupers who have no relatives to care for them),
L.140, 0s. 5}d. ; medical attendance and medicines for poor iu
the north division of the parish, L.14, 8s. 8. The income ap-
plicable to defray these expenses was, in the year ending 31st
July 1842, L.170, 7s, 24d., arising from church collections, after

There is
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LUMPHANAN. 1079 -

deducting those made for the Infirmary, church schemes, &c.—viz.
Old Machar, L.28, 8s. 73d.; Woodside, L.31, 1s. 34d.; King's
College Chapel, L.5, 9s. 03d.; Gilcomston, L.60, 8s. 3d.; Bon-
Accord, L.25; Holburn, L. 20. The gross collection at the
four first churches, in the year ending 81st July 1842, amounted
to L.318, 17s. 3}d. Bon-Accord and Holburn churches con-
tributed stated sums. Gross legal assessment for the same year,

1.2378, 13s. 84d.

December 1842,

——

PARISH OF LUMPHANAN.

PRESBYTERY OF EINCARDINE O'NEIL, SYNOD OF ABERDEEN.

THE REV. CHARLES M+COMBIE, MINISTER.

L.—TorograruY aND NaTturar Histonry.

Name.— THE etymology of Lumphanan, which is spelled in the
most ancient writings, Lunfanan, Lonfanan, and Lanfanan; can-
not be ascertained with certainty, We may conjecture that it
comes from three Celtic words, Llan or f.an, a church—Fan, a
descent—and Ar, water,*—a derivation which might naturally sug-
gest itself to those who observed that the principal stream in the
parish passes near the church, in its descent from the mountains to
the Loch of Auchlossan. :

Situation, Eztent, and Boundaries.— The parish is situate be-
tween the Dee and the Don, in the district of Mar, twenty-four
mriles from Aberdeen.

‘T'he length of the parish from north to south is 6 miles; the

breadth from east to west, 4 miles.
It is bounded on the north by the parishes of Tough, Leochel,

and Coull ; on the south by Kincardine o’ Neil and Aboyne; on the

east by Kincardine o’ Neil ; and on the west by Coull and Aboyne.
Geology.—The rocks of the parish are of the primitive order,

formed chiefly of porphyritic granite and granite,
Zuology.~—Besides the domesticated races, the Fn]luwing animals

reside during the whole, or a part of the year, in the parish, or

Occasionally visit it.

- * Chelmers's Caledonia, Vol. i, p. 54, 28, and Vol. iii. P. 3,
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