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Fuel.—There is, as has already been stated, abundance of moss
in the parish, so that most of the parishioners are well supplied
with peats. Wood is occasionally got from thinning of the young
plantations ; and coals are brought from Aberdeen.

January 1843.
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- PARISH OF LEOCHEL AND CUSIHINIE.

PRESBYTERY OF ALFOR Dy SYNOD OF ABERDERN,

THE REV. ALEXANDER TAYLOR, MINISTER.

L—Torocnaray ann Narurar Histony.

Name.—THE present parish of Leoche! and Cushnie consisis
of the two old parishes of these names, with the addition, eccle-
siastically, of the lands of Corse, which are civilly in the parish of
Coull. In ancient documents, the Fu]lowing varieties of spelling
are found : Loychel, Loquheil, Lochel, Lochal, Leuchell, and
Leochell : Cussenin, Cusschene, Cusseny, Cuischnie, Cusney,
and Cushney. The etymology of Leochel, given in the former
Statistical Account, is evidently untenable, It is there derived
from Leath-Chuil, signifying the *¢ half of Coull.” But there is
no trace of the termination ewl in any of the ancient forms of the
word, and the separate and independent existence of the parish of
Leochel can be established from sbout the year 1165, the begin-
ning of the reign of William the Lion. A much more probable
account is, that, as the parish takes its name from the burn or
water of Leochel, and as this stream rises from a cloft or hollow
in the Hill of Cushunie, near an eminence called Crag-Leoch,
Leochel, or Leochal, is compounded of Leoch, the name of this
crag, and ale, signifying a * clear stream.” But perhaps the
most probable derivation of all is from the Celtic Z.4;, signifying a
“ stream,” and uchel, signifying * high,” a character very ap-
plicable, in consequence of the elevated ground from which the
Leochel descends in its course to the Don, Cussenin, the oldest
form of Cushnie, seems to be derived from Cosh, foot, and Fainn,
height, in composition Coshnainn, ¢ the foot of the height or hill,”
which is exactly descriptive of the place,

Extent and Boundaries.~The form of the parish is irregular.
The middle portion may be cﬂr;sidered as approaching to the figure
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LEOCHEL AND CUSHNIE. 1103

of a parallelogram, 6 miles from east to west, by 33 miles from
north to south. To this there is added, on the north-west angle,
a projection, running to the Don, of two miles by one ; and ano-
ther on the east side, extending south-east, of like dimensions.
This will give an area of about 21 square miles, or 13,440 impe-
rial acres, a result very nearly corresponding with actual survey.
It is bounded on the east by Alford, Tough, and Lumphanan ;
on the south, by Lumphanan and Couli; on the west, by Tarland
and Towie; and on the north, by Kildrummy and Alford.

Surface.—The surface of the parish is much diversified. The
western boundary is the Soccoch, or Hill of Cushnie, rising to an
altitude of 2000 feet above the level of the sea; and from the
base of this hill, there are four mountainous ridges, running from
west to east, through the whole length of the parish, and as many
valleys, each watered by its own little stream. The crests of
these ridges are barren, and the cultivated ground lies on the
southern and northern slopes, and in the bottoms of the valleys.
The lowest parts of the valleys are 500 feet above the level of
the sea, and the cultivation is in some cases pushed up the accli-
vities of the hills, to the height of at least 500 feet more. The
prospect from the summit of the Hill of Cushnie well repays the
toil of the ascent. To the south are seen the fertile vale of Cro-~
mar, with the lofty chain of the Grampians beyond, among which
Mount Keen and Lochnagar rise preeminent; to the west, Mor-
ven and Benavon ; to the north-west, the windings of the Don
through the valley of Towie, and Bel-rinnes in the distance ; to
the north, the Buck of the Cabrach and the Tap of Noth, with
the upper part of Strathbogie; and to the north-east and east,
the vale of Alford, highly cultivated and richly wooded, with its
bounding mountains, the district of the Garioch, and the flat
country extending even to the Buchan coast. Various other
points afford pleasing, though much less extensive views ; and to
look down from the Hill of Corse on the south, the Hill of Crai-
gievar on the east, or the Hill of Fowlis near the centre of the
parish, on a summer afternoon, when the heat has been tempered
by a refreshing shower, and the soft light of the setting sun re-
poses on the uplands gray with heath, the slopes green with corn
and grass, and the hollows sparkling with their winding rivulets,
gives a lively idea of “a land of hills and valleys, that drinketh
water of the rain of Heaven.”

 Meteorology.— A thermometer has been registered at 9 o’clock
morning and evening, since the 1st January 1842 ; and the direc..
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tion of the wind noted, with the days on which rain or snow fail,
and the following are the results obtained :

Mean temp.  Mean temp. Bain or

at 9 a, m. at & v, ai. Gen. mean. Fair days. HTIOW,
January, « a5 310 31°.7 16 15
l"ebruarj, . a6 .0 33 .8 34 .8 M 8
March, . S04 35 .7 a7 .5 17 14
April, . 49 .0 40 .5 44 5§ 25 &
May, . 815 43 .0 47 .2 18 15
Jume, . 545 52 .8 53 .8 13 )
July, . 84.5 50 .5 52 .5 15 18
August, 60 .6 54 .2 &7 .5 18 I3
September, . 53.3 al .1 31 .7 13 17
Oatober, 43 .5 40 .3 42 .0 20 11
November, ., 87 .3 24 .6 =6 .0 13 17
December, 40 .8 40 A 40 .7 19 . 13

This gives as the mean temperature of the year 44°.9 nearly.
The number of fair days, 206; and of days in which rain or snow
fell, 1568, The wind blew from the E. 8 days, S. E. 82, 8. 23,
S. W. 116, W, 10, N. W. B3, N. 7, and N. E, 86. Ii thus ap-
pears that our prevailing winds are the S. W. the N. W. and the
S, E. winds. The 8. W. is the genial point, the N, W, the
stormy one, and the S, E. the wet one, The strongest gales are
from the N. W.,, of which there was a remarkable instauece on the
night between the 11th and 12th March 1842, when it blew a per-
fect hurricane, overthrowing corn-stacks, damaging the roofs of
houses where not slated, and laying prostrate trees, to a melan-
choly extent. Upwards of 200 trees fell in the wood of Craigievar,
though by no means a large plantation.

Climate.~Both Leochel and Cushnie have long had an evil
report, on account of the coldness and lateness of the climate,
and the consequent uneertainty of the crops, When Gilderoy
and his gang of freebooters haunted the hills of Cushnie in the
beginning of the seventeenth century, they are said to bave de-
clared them to be the coldest in Scotland.

There can be ne doubt that, on account of the great elevation
of the district, and its mountainous character, together with the
nature of the soil, the seasons are from ten to fourteen days later
than in the lower part of the vale of Alford, and the adjoining
vale of Cromar. The air is also keep and bracing, but, on the
whole, conducive to health and longevity, of which the fifty years’
incumbency of Mr Thomas Reid at Leochel, and Mr Francis
Adam at Cushnie, in the last century, was no unsatisfactory proof.
In conlirmation of this, and also in illustration of the prevalent dis-
eases, 1t may be stated, that, of 49 persons who have died in the pa-
rish during the last four years, 1839, 1840, 1841, and 1842, twenty-
one have died from cld age and general decay of nature, chiefly
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manifested in derangement of the digestive and respiratory or-
gans, 11 of consumption, 2 of dropsy, 2 of epilepsy, 2 from ac-
cidents by burning, 1 of apoplexy, 1 of hydrocephalus, 1 of in-
fammation of the bowels, 1 of constipation, 1 of hooping-cough,
and 6 of obscure and unknewn complaints ; and of these 49, 6
died in infancy, 3 in childhood and under twenty, 9 from twenty
to thirty, 4 from thirty to forty, 1 from forty to fifty, 3 from fifty
to sixty, & from sixty to sevently, 9 from seventy to eighty, 8
fromm eighty to ninety, and 1 at the age of nivety.five. Urinary
complaints seem not uncommon among men in advanced life,
and chronic rheumatism prevails to some extent. Last season,
two or three cases of small-pox appeared, fortunately not fatal,
which were clearly traced to infection and neglect of vaccination.

Hydrography.— The district is very well supplied in general
with perennial springs of excellent water. The burn or water of
Leochel, already mentioned, is the principal stream in the parish.
It rises at the south-west angle, from a cleft in the Hill of Cush-
nie, runs east for three miles through the south part of Corse,
then turns north-east and north for other three wmiles, partly
bounding and partly intersecting the parish, and then north-west
and north for four miles more till it falls into the Don at Alford,
The other rivulets are almost all tributaries to the Leochel, and
run from west to east. The burn of Rumlie rises in the moss of
Confunderland, waters the * Howe of Corse,” and, after a course
of three miles, falls into the Leochel at Muirton, - The burn of
the Sheal rises at the head of the * Howe of Leochel,” and runs
through it for three miles till it joins the Leochel at Knockan-
doch. 'The burn of Cushnie, the next in size to the Leochel,
rises from the Glen of Cushnie, at the eastern base of the hill,
and has a course of four miles east, to its junction with the Leo-
chel at Brigton of Ininteer, and the Droich’s Burn runs from the
south-eastern slope of the Hill of Caillievar, and divides the pa-
rish from Alford on the north. From the deep and narrow val.
leye through which they flow, and the high and steep grounds on
either side, all these rivulets are liable to sudden fleods, and, in
1839, did no little damege in demolishing bridges, and carrying
away patches of the haugh land lying along their course. Most
of these little streams abound with trout, especially the Leochel,
which is reputed the best trouting stream in the whole district.
At the south-eastern extremity of the parish, a tiny streamlet,
which divides it from Tough, and the property of Lvnturk i'rmn
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1106 ABERDEENSHIRE,

that of Tonley, passes through a deep and well-wooded dell, and
forms a picturesque little waterfall. It is called the Linn of Lyn-
turk, and has the reputation of being haunted by the apparition
of a lady in green or white; but the oldest living inhabitant not
having had ocular demonstration, the coleur of the dress remajns
doubitful. *

Geology.— The rocks are almost exclusivel y granite. Towards
the west and north sides of the parish, its colour is gray, and on
the south side of Corse it inclines to red. Where it is met with
at or near the surface, it is generally in a state of decomposition.
Boulders are by no means frequent ; and waste land, when re-
clnimed either by the plough or by trenching, yields but a small
quantity of stones, and these so diminutive, as to be mostly unofit
for fences. There is, consequently, a great dearth of stones both
for dikes and houses, and they must often be brought from a con-
siderable distance for the latter purpose, 'Fhe soil, in general,
has a strong admixture of clay; in some places it is a rich loam ;
and at the bottoms of the valleys, and along the courses of the
rivulets, occasional plots of an alluvial nature are found. The
subsoil is commonly a retentive clay.

Zoology.—In the parish are found the fox, badger, polecat, wild-
cat, weasel, stoat, hedgehog, common hare, mountain hare, rabbit,
roe-deer, rat, water-rat, mouse, water-mouse, shrew-mouse, earth-
mouse, mole, and otter: the blackeock and gray-hen, moorfowl] or
grouse, partridge, golden-plover, gray-plover, green-plover, com-
mon pigeon, wood-pigeon, woodeock, heron, wild-duck, teal-duck,
pigeon, water-ousel, mire-snipe, jack-snipe, curlew, land.rail, wa-
ter-rail, water.hen, water-crow, raven or corbie, black earrion
crow, gray-hoeded erow, reok, magpie, barn-owl, horned-owl, spar-
row-hawk, pigeon-hawk, falcon or game-hawk, goshawk, ring-
tailed hawk, moorland hawk, cuckoo, titlin, jackdaw, common
swallow, fork-tailed swallow, black-martin swallow, corn-bunting,
blackbird, mavis or thrush, lark, rose-linnet, green-linnet, whin-
linnet, heather-linnet, goldfinch, bulfinch, chaflinch, common

* The last instance of her appearance, which teadition has handed dowir, ia the
following: The Laird of Kincrsigie had dined with his neighbour, the Laird of
Tulloch, and as he returned home late at night, mounted on a spirited horse, and
sttended by s faithful dog, he was passing along the brink of the detl above the linn,
when ruddenly the spparition seized the bridle of his horse, and exclaimed, * Kin-
craigie Leslie, I've sought you long, but I've found you now.” The dog, however,
fiercely sttacking the spectre, it gquitted the bridle for & moment, and the horse dashed
off at the top of his speed, while his terrified master could see the spectre and the
dog tumbling down in mortal struggle to the very bottom of the dell, Kinerigie
was thus saved, and his genercos canine friend returned next day, showing evident
marks of the perilous strife in which he bad been engnaged.

£ The Unleersity of Edinburgh
The Universiy of Ginsgow




LEOCHEL AND CUSHNIE. 1107

wren, gold-crested wren, common sparrow, heather sparrow, yel-
low hammer, robin redbreast, bluebonnet, oxeye, and fieldfare.”

Botany.—In Murray’s Northern Flora, Culmelly is given as a
station for a bairy variety of Feronica scutellata, the banks of the
burn of Lynturk for Asperula odorata, and the parish generally
for a variety of Campanula rotundifolia with white flowers. Fy-
rola sccundn is found in the wood of Craigievar, near the cas-
tle, and the Aévron or cloudberry, abounds in a part of the glen
of Cushnie, hence called the Aivron brae.

Plantations~In former times planting was much neglected
here, though wood tends so greatly to beautify and improve a
a country, especially when high, mountainous, and exposed as
this is. [Its advantages are now fully understood, and about I5€1
acres imperial have been planted, mostly within the last twenty years.
Of this about 950 acres are on the property of Craigicvar and
Corse, 260 on Lyntuck, 230 on Cushnie, and 70 on Hallhead.
All these late plantations consist almost exclusively of Scotch firand
larch. The former promises well, but the latter, after thriving very
well for ten or fifteen years, is all but universally going to decay.
The stem becomes covered with a grayish or whitish parasitic pro-
duection like moss, the top shoots wither, and the plant in a few
seasons periches altogether.  This prevails widely at present
among the young plantations of larch all over the district. The
ash, beech, and plane seem very well adapted to our soil and
climate, and attain a large size. Of this we have proof in some
fine old ashes and beeches near the Castle of Craigievar, an
avenue of planes leading to the mansion-house of Cushnie, and a
magnificent beech near that of Hallhead, the trunk of which is
twelve feet in girth. Several of the plantations are already found
very useful in supplying thinnings both for paling and fuel.

IT.—Crvir. HisToRryY.

Accounts of the Puarish.— There are short wvotices both of
Leochel and Cushnbie in a View of the Diocese of Aberdeen, MS.
in the Advocates’ Library in Edinburgh; and a briel description
of Cushnie contained in Macfarlane’s Geographical Collections,
MS. in the same repository, was published io the Edinburgh Ma-
gazine for 1761, Vol. v. p. 187.

Proprietors of Land.—The first possessors of land in the pa-
rish of Leochel, so far as can be ascertained from ancient records,
were the Earls of Mar. Between the years 1165 and 1170, Gil-

* 7This list was obligingly furoished by Mr Wilson, gamekeeper to Sir John For-
bes, whose names are retained as being most intelligible to the comrnon reader.
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crist, Earl of Mar, gave to the church of St Mary of Monymusk
and the Culdees there, the church of Leochel, with all its tithes
and offerings, together with the half-davach of land in which the
church is situated. The date is fixed by the terms of the gift,
which is said to be for the safety and prosperity of his Lord King
Wiiliam and those dear to him. Now William the Lion came
to the crown, Dec. 9, 1185, and Gilerist, the donor, died about
1170. This gift of Gilerist was twice confirmed by John, Bishop
of Aberdeen, from 1200 to 1207 ; it was renewed by Duncan,
Earl of Mar, son of Morgrund, and as it seems, grandson of Gil-
erist, in the reign of Alexander II. about 1234, and this king
confirmed it by a rayal charter; Colin Durward, the Lord of Oueill,
in that century, granted to the same Culdees of Monymusk, the
said half-davach of land in which the chureh of Loychell was situ-
ated, with all its pertinents and privileges, and among others the
common pasturage of 15 cows and 100 sheep, with their follow-
ing of two years old, and of 4 horses: and this was confirmed by
Anna, daughter and heiress of the said Colin, and her husband,
Philip de Monte Scicheter. In a rental of the priory of Mony-
musk, in 1260, the value of the church of Loychell is stated at
15 chalders and 12 bolls meal, and of the land of Loychell at 2%
merks. %

Corse.— The lands of Corse formed part of the barony of Coul
and Onele, which in the thirteenth century belonged to the family
of Durward. In 1389, this barony was resigned by Isabella,
Countess of Fife, daughter of Duncan, Earl of Fife, and bestow-
ed by Robert 11, on his son, Robert, Earl of Fife, and Menteith,
better known as Duke of Albany, On the downfal of the houss
of Albany, after the restoration of James L, and the forfeiture of
their possessions, this barony appears to have remained attached
to the crown till 1476, when James 111, bestowed it on his ar-
mour-bearer, Patrick Forbes, third son of James, second Lord
Forbes, who, in 1482, had a charter under the great seal of the
“ barony of Oneil, viz. the lands of Coule, Kincragy and le Corss.”
In 1510, his son and suecessor, David Forbes, had a charter of
the lands of Onele-cross, Kincragy, le Mureton, with the mill and
alehouse thereof, (the lands of Coule being now disjoined there-
from,} and uniting and incorporating them into a haill and free ba-
rony, to be called the barony of Onele in all time coming, David

" The charters relating to all these grants and confirmations are printed at length
from the ch-nulurgv of Bt Andrews, in the sppendix 10 Jamieson's Hiwtory of the

Culdees, 4t0, Edinburgh, 1811, pp. 5
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was succeeded by his son Patrick, infeft in 1554 ; Patrick, by hrs
son William, infeft in 1568, who acqu:lred in 1593 the lands of
Wester Corse and Norham, which, in 1512, belonged to Pan-
toun of Pitmeddan, in 1531, to Fraser of Staniwood, and in 1540,
to Urry of Pitfichie: William, by his son Patrick, Bishop of Aber-
deen, who died in 1635; Patrick, by his son John, Professor of
Divinityin King’s College, ﬁherdecn, who died in 1648; and John,
by his son George, whe, baving, in 1656, sold that part of the ba-
rony lying in Lumphapan, consisting of Easter and Wester Kin-
craigie, and pendicles to Duguid of Auchinhive, sold the remain.
der in 1670, to Sir John Forbes, Bart. of Craigievar, to which pro-
perty it is still united.®

Craigievar.— This property belonged for upwards of 200 years
to a family of the name of Mortimer, In 1457, Edmund Morti-
mer had from James IL, on his own resignation, a charter of the
lands of *¢ Craigievar, Ballindene, Innyteire, and Wester Loch-
ale;” in 1508, Alexander Mortimer resigned these lands in his
own favour, into the hands of James IV.; in 1600, Alexander
Mortimer, eldest son of James Mortimer, fiar of Craigievar, had
a charter of confirmation of these lands from James VI ; and in
1610, John Mortimer, fiar of Craigievar, sold the property to
William Forbes of Menie. He was the second son of William
Forbes of Corse, already mentioned, was educated in Edinburgh,
and having acquired a large fortune by commerce, he had char-
ters of the lands of Menie in Aberdeenshire, in 1607, of Craigie-
var in 1610; of the barony of Auchtertoul in Fife, in 1617; of
the barony of Finhaven and Carreston in Forfar, in 1619 ; and of
the lands of Fintray in Aberdeenshire, the same year. He has
been commemorated by the celebrated Arthur Johnstone in an
epitaph, who says of him,

{juas possedit opes, et terrz jugers, nemo
Miretur, dominam pluas fuit, esse sui.t

He was succeeded by his son William, who, in 1630, was created
a baronet of Nova Scotia, and having embraced the side of the
Covenanters, took an active part in the troubles which followed.
He was appointed one of the committee for stating the national
debt, one of the commission for planting of kirks and valuation of
teinds in 1641, one of the commissioners for conserving the Rip-
pon treaty in 1644, one of the committee of estates in 1645, one

of the commissioners for selling the estates of malignaunts in
* Charters preserved at Fintray Lllouse.

$ Charters at Fintray House. Douglas’s Baronage, Art. Johustoni Poemata, p.
B,
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1646, and sheriff of Aberdeen in 1647, He is frequently men-
tioned by Spalding, who styles him * a great Covenanter,” and
““a prime man”—and represents him as “ a rick-master” and
commander of a troop of horse. He was succeeded by his son Sir
John ; Sir John by his son Sir William ; Sir William by bis son Sir
Arthur, who represented his native county in Parliament, and was
the bosom friend of Sir Andrew Mitchell, well known as British
Ambassador to Frederick the Great of Prussia, who left to Sir
Arthur the bulk of his property, including his valuable library and
his estate of Thainston; Sir Arthur was suceeeded by his son Sir
William, Sir William by his son Sir Arthuer, and Sir Arthur by

his brother Sir John, the seventh baronet and present proprie-

tor.*

Faster Fowlis or Fowlis Mowat.— This small property belong-
ed in the fourteenth century to the Karls of Mar, and was given
in 1377, by William Earl of Douglas and Mar, to James Mowat.
The Mowats appear to have held it for about a century ; and
there is to be seen, in a hollow on the hill of Shiel, a curious me-
morial of the last Mowat of Fowlis, This 1s a little mound, over-
grown with grass, called Mowal’s Seat, and a field near is named
from it the ¢ Mowat Seat” park. The name is accounted for by
the tradition, that when the funeral procession of this last Mowat
of Fowlis, whose usual imprecation had been, that * he might be
buried beyond sight of kirk er mill,” had reached this sequestered
spot, the corpse suddenly became preternaturally heavy, and the
bearers were obliged to inter it there, whence accordingly ne
view can be obtained of either of these objects of his animosity. In
1479, Robert Lumysden of Madler, had a charter from the Earl of
Rothes, superior, of the Halflands of Fowlis-Mowat, in the ba-
rony of Cusny; in 1628, Robert Lumisdane, fiar of Cushny, with
consent of his father, John Lumisdane, sold these lands to Andrew
Birnie, merchant-burgess of Aberdeen ; in 1685, Andrew Birnie
sold them for 14,000 merks Scots to ¢ Capitan James Forbes,”
son of umquhile Robert Forbes, commendator of Monymusk, whose
only daughter and heiress, Margaret Forbes, with consent of her
husband, Peter Forbes, second son of Sir John Forbes of Craigie-
var, sold them to Sir John in 1696; and sinece that time they have
remained united to the Craigievar estate.+

Wester Fowlis.—This property, including Easter- Leochel and
Craigmill, belonged about the middle of the sixteenth century to

* Douglas, Charters at Fiotray House, \ -+ Charters at Fintray House,
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the Earl of Huntly, who, in 1554, sold it to (seorge Gordon of
Beldornie ; his son Alexander, in 1607, sold it to Abrabam For-
bes of Blacktoun ; his grandson Walter, in 16569, sold it to John
Robertson of Clunie ;* and he, in 1675, sold it to Sir John Forbes
of Craigicvar, to which property it is still attached. It held of
the priory of Monymusk, and the feu-duty of it is now paid to the
Deans of the Chapel- Royal, in consequence of the priory having
been snnexed to the bishoprick of Dunblane by James V1. in
1617, the bishop of that see being made Dean of the Chapel-Royal
by the same king.-}

Lynturk.— This is the only other property in the old parish of
Leochel, and belonged, at an early period, to a family of the name
of Strachan. In 1407, the Regent Albany confirmed a charter
by Alexander de Strathechine de Ledynturk to David Barclay de
Durna of an anpuity of five merks from the lands of Pitgerwy, i
the Mearns.? The family kept possession of this property for
about 200 years, but the erimes of John Strachan, younger of Len-
turk, scem at length to have caused its downfal. In 1526, he was
art and part with John Master of Forbes in the * eruel slaughter™
of Alexander Setoun of Meldrum, for which, and for * hereschip
and spuilzie of goods and slaughter,” committed at the siege of Ril-
drummy with John King, younger of Bourty, he obtained re-
mission from the king in 1531 ; but, in 1537, he was again accus-
ed of participating in the alleged conspiracy of the Master of
Forbes against the King's life, for which the Master was condemned
and executed ; while Strachan “ came in the King's will, and was
warded beyond the water of Dee.” § The whole history of this
matter is singularly obscure ; and there are not wanting writers
who affirm, that the conspiracy was the invention of Strachan, in
concert with the Earl of Huntly, in order to destroy the rival house
of Forbes, with which his own had been so long at feud. Strachan
is said to have gone afterwards abroad, and to have led at Paris a
most abandoned life.] He was dead before 1588, in which year
his son Alexander succeeded him. But the part which he had act-
ed drew down upon him the hostility of the Forbeses., In 1544,
they invaded his lands, and slew his allies, Duguid of Auchinhive
and Ross of Auchlossan ; and about the end of the century, the
lands of Lynturk became the property of the eldest cadet of the

* flo presented two silver communion cups to the church, bearing the inseription
DELICAT FOL THE CHVACH OF LEOCHEL, 1659,

+ Charters at Fintray House. + Reg. Mag. Sigilli, p. 245,

& Pitcairn's Criminal Trials, Vol. i. pp. 200, 246.* i Buchanan, Lesley.
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-ancient family of Irvine of Drum., They continued in possession

of the Irvines for about a century ; and it may deserve mention,
that Katharine, daughter of Alexander Irvige of Lenturk, was the
wife of the famous Robert Goidon of Straloch, by whom he had
eleven sous and six daughters ; the fifth son being James Gordon,
parson of Rﬂthiﬂma_'f, author of a History of Scots Affairs” from
1637 to 1641, and of ¢ A Description of both Towns of Aber-
deen,” with a map thereol, which he delivered to the LOWN=-COtN-
eil on the 16th October 166] ; and in consideration * that he had
been at great paines in draughting” it “ upon ane meikle cairt of
Paper,” and that it was ¢ weill done,” they ordained him to re-
ceive “ ane silver piece or cup wechtand twentie unce, and ane
sitk hatt, with ane silk gown to his bedfellow.” Both these works
have lately been printed for the Spalding Club.* About the mid-
dle of the eighteenth century, Lynturk had come into the posseg-
sion of Gordon of Cairnfield. i was purchased from that family
in 1816 by Peter M*‘Combie, late merchant in Aberdeen ; and by
him it was left to his nephew, William M¢Combie, Esq. the pre-
sent proprietor,

Cushnie.~—1In 1222, a person of the name of Adam de Cusse-
nin is a witness to a deed of the Earl of Mar; and he probably
derived his surname from the lands conferred upon him, accord-
ing to the custom of that time. Nisbet states, that he had seen
& charter of Hugh de Abernethy of the lands of *¢ Owrebenchery”
to William de Federeth, in the reign of Alexander I11. If this be
the same with ¢ Corbanchory,” in the barony of Cushnie, which
seems very probable, it would serve to connect the Abernethies
with the Leslies as proprietors of Cushnie, For, in the reign of
Robert 1. Alexander de Abernethy left three daughters co-
heiresses, one of whom was married to Norman de Lesly, and
brought to him the barony of Ballinbreich,+ in which Cushnie is
often said to be by annexation ; and we find Andrew de Lesly in
possession of the barony of Cusheny in 1374, when a grant of his
of the lands of Culmelly and Ald Culmelly to Bernard de Ker-
gyll was confirmed by Robert 1. “Aguin, in 1890, Robert 111
granted a charter to Norman de Lesly, son of Andrew, of the ba-
rony of Cusschene, with other lands.f These were the progeni-
tors of the Earls of Rothes, and the lands of Cushnje appear to
have remained in their possession till the early part of the fifteenth

* Gordon' Scots Affairs, Vol, i, pp. Pref, 29, Ixiii.
{ Jercieson's Culdees, pp. 128, 129, 1 Reg. Mag. Sigilli, pp. 100, 187,
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century, when they were acquired by the Lumsdens, of whom we
have had occasion to mention Robert in 1479 as proprietor of
Easter Fowlts, and Jehn and Rebert in 1628, as pmpriétors of
Cushnie, and to whose descendant, the Rev. Henry Thomas
Lumsden, vicar of St Peter’s, Ipswich, they now belong.

Hallkead.—Towards the end of the fourteenth century, this
property was acquired by George Gordon, fourth son of Thomas
Gordon, in Daach of Ruthven, whose descendants, in uninterrupt-
ed succession, have possessed it to the present time. The relict
of the last proprietor, Major Gordon, now by a second marriage
Mrs Ferguson, is the present proprietrix.

In addition to the proprietors above-mentioned, the Honoura-
ble Walter, Master of Forbes, has a small part of his estate of
Brux in the parish. The valued rents of the different properties

By
Sir John Forbes, for Craigievar, ' : 1.1318 13 4 Seots.
o, Dro. Corse, - : . 432 4 6
The Hev. H. T. Lumsden, for Cushnie, ' 586 17 6
Wiiliam M*Combie, Esq., for Lyoturk, . . agn o 0
Mrs Ferguson, {late (Gordon), for Hallhead, . 168 17 &
The Honourable the Master of Forbes, for part of Brux, 8 0 0

Total, (exclusive of Corse), :""2352" 8 4

Eminent Men—- Patrick Forbes, Bishop of Aberdeen.— William
Forbes of Corse, already mentioned, a most zealous supporter of
the Protestant Reformation, as his father Patrick bad been,* had
seven song, four of whom were remarkable men. Of the second,
William, the founder of the family of Craigievar, we have pre-
viously given a short aceount. 'The eldest was Patrick, born n
1564, and educated first at the grammar-school of Stirling, under
Thomas Buchavan, a nephew of the more celebrated George,
and afterwards both at Glasgow and St Andrews, under the fa-
mous Andrew Melville, his cousin, where he made distinguished
attainments in learning. On succeeding to the family estate
about 1598, he did not allow its cares to put a period to his stu-
dies ; and being accustomed to read and expound the Scriptures
in his own family, the great dearth of religious instruction then
prevalent, and the solicitations of the Aberdeen clergy, induced
hitn to transfer his ministrations to a vacant church in the neigh-
bourhood, in all probability that of Leochel. This was con-
demned by Archbishop Gladstanes, and, in 1610, Patrick Forbes
addressed a letter to the King in his own vindication, fromn which

* o Gaid, lie, and kynd Patrick Forbes of Co1s."wm-Malvill's Diary, p. 18,
Wodrow Soc. Ed.
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the following extract will show at once the excellence of his mo-
tives, and the lamentable want of pastors in this district at that
time : *_ Being cast in these parts, where, within the precincts of
two presbyteries, at least twenty and one churches lay unplanted,
whereby our state were little from heathenism, I began in a
simple and private manner (necessity enforcing it on my con-
science) to catechise my own family, Thereafter, the church-
men of that province dealing earnestlie with me, to accept of
some publick charge in the ministrie of the church, which, uporn
divers respectfull considerations, I could not as then yeild to, they
next, with all instance, requested that, at least for the gude of
others, I wold be content to transfer my domestie paines to ane
void church, now joining to my house ;* whairto having for a
space condescendit, they afterward, by thair commissioners from
thair synod, directed to me for that effect, vet more earnestly en-
treated that I wold still bold on that course which {as they judged)
had been tn some degree fruitfuil. Now, Sir, as this made my
voice to be heard in any public place, so all my uther carriage
therein hath been such, both 1n respect of the place, ane ohscure
corner of any in all your Majesty’s kingdoms, and in respect of
my quiet manner, so far from all pretences, as I never opened my
mouth in any uther part (albeit oftener than once, either seriously
entreated, or curiously tempted) and except ane ordinary lecture
on the Lord’s day, never meddied with any part of that calling in
private or publick assembly.” 4+ He was afterwards, however,
persuaded to enter into the office of the ministry, and, in 1612,
was settled at Keith, whence, in 1618, he was translated te the
see of Aberdeen. He discharged the duties of his office with
great diligence and faithfuloess, being, according to Burnett, in
his Life of Bishop Bedell, “in all things an apostolical man.”
He reformed many abuses in the University and King’s College,
of which he was ex ¢fficic Chancellor, and, hl.r means of subserip-
tions from the synod of Aberdeen, he founded there a chair of
divinity, which was first filled by his son, Dr John. He died on
the 28th March 1685, at the age of seventy-one, and was buried
in Bishop Dunbar’s aisle, in the cathedral, where a flat stone
with a Latin inscription may still be seen over his grave. He

-was the author of a * Commentary on the Revelations,” London,

* The old ehurch of Leochel was within a mile of the Casile of Corse, while no

other was within four miles.
+ Spalding Club Miscellany, Vol. ii. pp. 153, 154.
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1613 ; Middleburgh, 1614 ; and, in a Latin version by his son,
Dr John, Amsterdam, 1646 ; and also of * Eubulus,” or a Dia-
logue, wherein a rugged Romish Rhyme is confuted, Aberdeen,
1627 ; together with a ¢ Defence of the Lawful Calling of Mi-
nisters of the Reformed Churches against the Cavillations of Ro-
manists,” appended to the Latin edition of the Commentary in
1646. On his death in 1635, a volume of funeral sermons, ele-
gies, and other eulogistic compositions, in prose and verse, and in
various languages, by the most learned men of the time, was pub-
lished at Aberdeen, entitled ¢ Funerals of a Right Rev. Father
in God, Patrick Forbes of Corse, Bishop of Aberdeen.” Portraits
of the Bishop by Jamieson are in King’s College, and at Fintray
House.

John Forbes, Minister of Alford.—This was the third son of
William Forbes of Corse. He became minister of Alford, and,
in 1605, the Synod of Aberdeen and Moray maid speciall choise
of their loving brother, Mr Johne Forbes, baith for his fidelitie
and uprichtness, and for his sincere affectioune borne to the ad-
vancement of the kingdome of God, his Majestie’s service, and
peace of the land,” as their Commissioner to lay before the King
« ali their proceedings and preseat difficulteis quhairwith they were
straitit.”® The commission is dated at Aberdeen the 21st Fe-
bruary ; and in March, he ¢ past to the King, and wes verie weill
acceptit of his Majestie, and wes sent back with diligence, carie-
ing lettres and credit against the Erle of Huntlic and all Papistis,
with certificatioune of the King’s constancie in that religioune he
wes brought up into, and concerning - the order of the kirk, that
his Hienes wes not myndit to alter ony thing thairin,” He
was chosen * with uniforme consent” Moderator of the General
Assembly which met at Aberdeen on the 2d of July following ;
and in consequence of the proceedings there, he and all the bre-
thren present were ** denunceit rebellis and put to the horne.” The
tyrannical measures of the court which followed are well known,
The minister of Alford was imprisoned “in the dungeoune of
Blacknes,” and various others in the * prissounes of Dumbartan,
Stirling, and Doune.”t They were called before the Lords of the
Secret Clouncil on the 24th October; and on the 10th January

* (ommission, Spalding Club Miscellany, Vol. i1, pp. 149, 150.

+ Forbes was supported in his firm adherence to Presbytery by the other two
commissioners from Alford to the Aberdeen Assembly, Mr James Irwin, minister
of Tough, and Mr Robert Youngson, minister of Clstt, who were also confined at
Blackness, and brought beforethe Couueil on the 24th Ootober. ' .
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1606, he and five others were brought to trial at Linlithgow for
treason. They made a resolute defence ; and % Mr Johnne Forbes
and Mr Johnne Welsche, to quhom the rest gave the place of
epeich, spake very powerfully and unveighingly.” Forbes especi-
ally distinguished himself ; for he ¢ rememberit thame of the Con-
fession of Faith, quhilk they had sworn and subseryvit to profess,
mantein, and defend to their uttirmost; and thairwithall, taking
the same Confession of Faith in print out of his pockett, the oath
qubairof is wmaist fearfullie conceivit, he red the same distinctlie
and moveinglie ; and thaireeftir directit his speich to the nobillmen
and counsellores thair prosently sitting in judgement, he gaive
thaime ane maist grave admonitioune, with horribill threatenings ;"
and in conclusion, “ maist pithilie reassouneing from les to moir,
and directing the admonitioune and threatneing maost terribill,
maide ail the heireris astonischit, and their hairis to stand I But
notwithstanding the ¢ assyse,” by a majority of nine to six, found
them guilty, sentence of banishment was pronounced against them
on the 28d October, and finally, on the 7th November, they em-
barked at Leith, in presence of ““a guid number of peiple waiting
on to tak the guid-nicht at thame, and to see thame, quhois de-
pairtour wes beith joyfull and sorrowfull to many ; joyfull, in that
many guidfolkis quho were present saw thair constancie and cou-
rage to stand for the guid caus they had in hand, but sorrowfull,
because the land is deprivit of sua notabill lightis as they wer.,”*
Mr John Forbes was afterwards minister for many years at Delf
in Holland, and died about 1638. He was author of many tracts
ou religious subjects, and had a son, Patrick, who subseribed the
Covenant in presence of the famous Glasgow Assembly of 1638,
but was subsequently Bishop of Caithness from 1662 to 1680 ;4
and another, Arthur, a captain of horse under Munro, in the
army of the Covenant in 1640, who, according to the parson of
Rothiemay, was * none of the wysest nor best commanders.; It
was rather a singular circumstance that, in 1668, a grandson of
the exiled minister, John Forbes, should come back to lay his ashes
with those of his ancestors in the churchyard of Leochel.§

* James Melvill's Diary, 1605-6, pp. 570, 620-26, 669. Wodrow, Soe, Ed. 1842,

T Gordon's Scots Affairs, Vol. ii. p- 4, note. But Row states, that the person

who thus subscribed was ** & minister of Halland, Mr Joha Forbes, son 1o Me John
at Delf, banished for the cause of God."—Hist. of Kirk of Scotland, p. 504, Wod-
row Soc. Ed.

{ Gordon’s §eots Affhirs, Vol. iii. pp. 196, 197.  Several of his exploits are also

commemorated by Spalding,
§ 25th October 1668, —" The said day, Johs Forbes, Commissar of Catness, son =
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Kir Arthur Forbes.—This was the fourth son of Wilhham Forbes
of Corse, who, having entered the army, served in Ireland, was
created & baronet in 1628, and became proprietor of Castle Forbes,
in the county of Longford. His son was raised to the dignity of
Earl of Granard by Charles I1. after the Restoration.

Dr Jokn Forbes, Professor of Divinity in King’s College.—He
was the second son of Patrick Forbes of Corse, Bishop of Aber-
deen, and Lucretia Spence, daughter of Spence of Wormiston, in
Fife, of whose marriage, in 1588, Mr James Melvill states him-
sell to have been the occasion.® John Forbes was born in 1598,
and having passed through the usuval course of study at King’s

“ollege, Aberdeen, he went abroad, and attended several of the
universities of Germany, especially Sedan and Heidelberg, in the
latter of which be studied theology under the famous Parseus. In
1619, he was called to the office of the ministry at Middleburgh,
and having soon after returned to his native country, he was ap-
pointed in 1620 to the newly established chrir of theology in
King’s College. He was also for a short time one of the minis-
ters of St Nicholas. In 1635, his elder brother being already dead,
he suceeeded his father in the estate of Corse. In 1688, he and
the other Aberdeen doctors opposed the commissioners of the Co-
venant both by their preaching and writing ; and this soon involv.
ed him in trouble with the deminant party. He appeared frequent-
ly in synods and commitlees appoioted to deal with him ; and
* muche panes was tackme upon him by some of his neer rela-
tiones, who stood for the Covenanters, for to draw him to sub-
scrybe ; but it wold not bee., Therefor he was conveened befare
ther comittye, (viz. of the General Assembly at Aberdeen in
1640), at Marshall’s house, and ther interrogated concerning hiy
doctrine and beliefe; to all which he answered so readily, so
learndly and orthodexly, and with such candor and modestye, that

to Patrick B. of Catness, departed this life in Craigivar in the morning, being the
Lord's day, before sermon.  His burial was upon the Fryday yrafter, the penult of
{Jztober, at night, with torches, in the Laird of Craigivar his ¥le and barial-place at
Leochell "wmeBurial reg. of Leochel. In the same record of mortality we find that
* Mr John Young, some time minister at Birss and Keig, died at Miltonbank, Octo.
ber the 18th 1671, and was buried in the Leird of Craigivar his yle at Feoshell Qo
tober 24th.” He was one of the commissioners from the Presbytery of Alford at the
Assembly of 1838, and no doubt efected by the re-establishment of Episcopacy after
the Hestoration, when upwards of 350 churches were summarily rendered vacant by
the Act of Conformity.

* ¢ This wintar (1587) I past ower to Dalkethe,—and in retourning, of mere Pro-
vidence, waa the oceasion of the marriage of Patrik Forbes of Curs with Lucres
Spence, sistar to the Lard of Wilmersion, married in Ansirother in the simmmer fol.
lowing. "—Biary; p. 200, Wodrow Soc. Ed.
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the moderator of that comittye was forced to tell him, that they
had nothing to say to his lyfe, but that they founde him piouse,
learnd, and fully orthodoxe, and to disagree with them in nothing
but in poynt of churche governement; and earnestly beseeched
him he wold be pleased to tacke the Covenant, shewing him that
it was ther greefe if they wer necessitated for to putt him from his
statione upon his refusall.”* He was deposed in 1641, and obliged
to leave his native country in 1844, when he took refuge in Hol-
land, and remained for two years, preaching frequently in the
churches, and employing himself in the publication of his father’s
commentary, and his own greatest work, the * Instructiones His-
torico-Theologica.” In 1646, he obtained leave to return home,
after which he lived in retirement at Corse, and died there 29th
April 1648, He applied to the presbytery of Aberdeen, a short
time before his death, for permission to lay his remains beside
those of his wife and father, but this being refused, he was buried
in the church-yard of Leochel. The hardships which he under-
went from the Covenanters were not the only misfortunes which
fell to his lot. His lands of Corse were repeatedly plundered by
the kighland caterans, and in 1638, they carried off his own cou-
sin, threatening to put him to death unless ransomed at a heary
surn, and also to take his own life if he complained against them
to king or council, or sought peace otherwise than by the payment
of black-mail. On the face of the Hill of Corse, nearl ¥ opposite
to the castle, there is still to be seen a small excavation, known as
% the Laird’s hiding-hole or chawmer,” where he is said to have
concealed himsell on such occasions of danger. A collected edi-
tion of his works was published at Amsterdam in 2 vols. fo, 1703,
with a eopious wemoir by Dr Garden ; and, in the words of Dr
Irving, ¢ his learning was such as to obtain the warm approbation
of these eminent scholars, Vossius, Usher, Morhof, Ernesti, and
Cave ; and to this it would be superfluous to add any other com-
mendation.”t It only remains to be stated, that * His Diarv, or
as he himself entitles it, Spiritual Exercises,” in his own hand-
writing, is still preserved at Fintﬁy House. It extends from the
3d of February 1624 to the close of 1647. [ts allusions to pub-
lic events are not very numerous ; but it contains many interesting
particulars of private history, outlines of sermons, expositions of
passages of Beripture, meditations and prayers, all characteristic of
the varied' learning and fervent piety of its author. It was included
* Gordon's Scots Affairs, Vol. iii. p. 233, . f Ibid. Vol. iii. pp. 234, 237,
3
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in Dr Garden’s edition of his works, but in a Latin dress, which
much impairs, in many cases, its highly expressive phraseology.

Alexander Irving of Lenturh.—This gentleman was a lawyer of
EmitlEnm:, and the author of a treatise * De Jure chni," publiﬁ‘h-
ed at Leyden in 1627, and again at Helmstadt in 167},—a work
which is held in good esteem. He died before 1641, when Robert
Irving, his cousin-german, was served heir to him in the lands of
Lenturk.

Maithew Lumsden of Tilliccairn.—He was the brother of the
Laird of Cushnie, the proprietor of Tilliecairn, in the parish of
Clunie, where an old castle still stands, and the author of a * Ge-
nealogical History of the House of Forbes,” published with con-
tinuations in 1319, He died the 27th June 1580.

Andrew Lumsden.—This gentleman was private secretary to
Prince Charles Edward ; and in an aceount of his family given by
himself, and published in the Analecta Scotica, he traces his de-
scent from the house of Cushnie. IHe is the author of * Remarks
on the Antiquities of Rome and its Environs,” Lood. 1797, 4to,
~—a work which called forth the praise of the learned Matthias,
and is still in considerable estimmation. Several interesting papers
by Father Innes, author of the justly celebrated ** kssay en the
Auncient Inhabitants of Scotland,” preserved in the hand-writing
of Andrew Lumsden, with some notices of the life of that eminent
antiquary, have been included in the last publication of the Spal-
ding Club. Mr Lumsden died at Edinburgh on the 26th De-
cember 1801, at the age of eighty-one.®

John Fumsden of Cushnie.—He was the second son of John
Lumsden of Cushnie, and highly distinguished himselfin the civi]
service of the East India Company. After filling varvious subor.
dinate sitvations with great “ credit and ability,” he was cailed in
1805 to be a member of the supreme council, an office which he
held for seven years “ with eminent advantage to the public ser.
vice.” When be embarked for Europe in 1813, after having serv.
ed the Company for nearly thirty-six years, he obtained from the
Governor-General, ina letter to the Directors, an honourable tes,
timony to the * unsullied purity of his character both in public
and private life, his official knowledge equally useful and extens
sive, and the ability with which he had discharged the functions of
the different situations (even the highest and most arduous) in
which he had been placed.” In 1817, he became a candidate for

* Spalding Club Miscellany, Vol ii. pp. exiveexxi, 363380, -
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the directorship, te which office he was chosen; and on that ce-
casion, the Marquis Wellesley addressed to him a letter, in which
he expressed himself in the highest terms of his talents and cha-
racter, and the important public services he had performed in In-
dia. By the death of his elder brother, Mr Lumsden succeeded
to the family estate, and baving died in London in December 1818,
in the fifty-eighth year of his age, his only son, the Rev. Henry
Thomas Lumsden, became proprietor.

Dr Matthew Lumsden.—'This was perhaps the most eminent
person of his name. He was the youngest brother of John Lums-
den of Cushnie, last mentioned, and having received his education
at King's College, Aberdeen, also sought his fortunes in India.
He turned his attention to the oriental lapguages, and became
assistant  Professor of Persian and Arabic in the College of Fort-
William. In 1805, the fruit of his studies appeared in an elabo-
rate * Persian Grammar,” and, in 1808, he succeeded Captain
Baillie as Persian and Arabic Professor. 1In 1810, he published
a new edition of his Persian Grammar; n 1812, he was ap-
pﬂinted secrelary to the Madressa, and superintendent of the
various translations of English works into Persian, then in pro-
gress; in 1813, he published an Arabic Grammar, in two vols,
folio ; in 1814, he received charge of the Company’s press at
Ca]cutta, which he retained for three years; and, in 1818, he
added to all his other duties that of secretary to the Stationery
committee. But his health failed under these multiplied labours,
and a journey to his native country was deemed essential to his
recovery. He travelled to England through Persia, Georgia,
and Russia, and his health being improved, in 1821, he returned
to India, and, in the early part of 1822, resumed the duties of
his professorship in the College of Fort- William, and the super-
intendence of the Calcutta Madressa. Having Gnally retired
from public life, with the highest commendations from the Ma-
dressa Committee and the Governmeunt of Bengal, he returned
to England, and died at Tooting Common, Surrey, on the 3lst
of March 1835, in his fifty-eighth year. His own, and many
other oriental works, in the publication of which he was concerned,
were presented by himself to the Library of King’s College,
where he and all his family were educated, and from which, as a
testimony of his high acquirements, he received his degree of
LL.D. Other two of his brothers, Colonels David and James,

served in the Indian army, the former of whom, then Captain,
4
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presented to the Library of King’s College, a very remarkable
roll, nearly twenty feet long, beautifully written in Sanscrit, and
containing an account of the Hindoo mythology, with grotesque
paintings of their gods. This is generally shown to visitors of the
college, as one of the curiosities; as well as another memorial
of the Cushnie family, a complete suit of mail, said to have been
worn by their ancestor at the battle of Harlaw in 1411.

Parochial Registers.— These records amount to eleven volumes,
as follow: 1. Register of baptisms, marriages, and burials ol Leo-
chel, from the 22d December 1657, to July 27, 1709. 2. Re-
gister of discipline, collections, and debursements of Leochel, from
23d November 1707, to 30th December 1739, 3. Register of
baptisms of Leochel, from 4th June 1715, to 30th December
1768. 4. Register of discipline, collections, and debursements of
Leochel, from 6th January 1740, to 25th June 1768. 5. Re-
gister of baptisms of Leochel and united parish, from 3d Sep-
tember 1768, to 28th December 1829 ; and also of marriages,
from 12th July 1769, to 7th July 1806. 6. Register of collec-
tions and debursements of Leochel, from 6th July 1768, to 27th
July 1801 ; and also of marriages and deaths of united parish,—
the former from lst August 1813, and the latter from 2Ist Ja-
nuary 1823, to the present time. 7. Register ol discipline of
Leochel, and minutes of session of united parish, from 8th Sep-
tember 1782, to 10th April 1841. 8. Cash-book of united pa-
rish, from 19th October 1798, to the present time. - 9. Regisler
of baptisms of united parish, from I5th January 1830, to present
time. 10. Register of discipline, collections, distributions, and
baptisms of Cushnie, from 25th April 1731, to 3lst December
1769. 11. Register of discipline, collections, distributions, and
baptisms of Cushnie, from 7th January 1770, to 27th July 1801.
No register of marriages or deaths in the old parish of Cushnie
is extant; and, except in a few cases, it is only since 1822, that
the date of the births as well as of the baptisms has been entered.

Antiquities—Cairns.— At one time these were numerous. Nine
are specified in the former account of Leochel; but in the pro-
gress of cultivation and building, most of them have disappeared.
A large one still remains, on the highest of several remarkable
indentations, rising the one above the other, from the Mill of Brux
towards the elevated ground of the farm of Corbanchory, and
looking like the steps. of a gigantic stair.

Ancient Coins.— About sixteen years ago, a gold coin, of the
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Roman Emperor Constantius, was ploughed up in a hitherto un-
cultivated piece of ground on Mains of Cushnie, which was sold
in Aberdeen: and, in 1839, there was found, near the manse, a
silver piece of James VI in fine preservation, struck after the
union of the erowns.

Picts’ Houses.—BSeveral of these subterranecus abodes are
found on the farm of Cairncoullie. When first discovered, they
contained a quantity of ashes, and fragments of half-burnt wood,
clear indications of their having been once inhabited. They are
about five feet high and eight feet wide, and roofed with large
fiat stones. .

Entrenchments on Hill of Corse.— Near the summit of this hill,
there are two or three long trenches, with a considerable number
of small tumuli beside them ; and on its south-eastern aspect,
looking towards Milmad, in Lumphanan, there is a long earthen
- rampart with a ditch, facing a similar one, on the opposite brow
of Milmad. Tradition connects these with the closing scenes of
Macheth’s career, whose cairn, marking the spot where he fell, is
still to be seen, about a mile north from the church of Lumphanan.

Ancient Chapels.—It is stated in the ** View of the Diocese of
Aberdeen,” that there was formerly a chapel at Lenturk. There
is now no trace of the building; but there is a spot still known as
the ¢ chapel croft,” a little way south-east from the site of the
castle. A small bit of ground, on the farm of Corbanchory, stiil
untouched by the plough, and called the * Chapel Yard,” was
no doubt attached to another place of worship. The ruins of a
third, named ¢ Terry Chapel,” on the farm of Newton of Corse,
are still distinguishable ; and the good taste and feeling of Sir
John Forbes, the proprietor, have led him te enclose and. plant
the spot.

Ancient Buildings.—The Castle of Lenturk, the most ancient
of these, was probably built by the Strachans, if it did not exist
before their date. In Monipennie’s Brief Description of Scotland,
nppended to his Abridgement of the Chronicles, 1612, ke enu-
merates the castles of * Lenturk, Corsse, and Cragywar,” among
the strongholds of ¢ Marre.” In the Old Account, in 1792, the
Castle of Lenturk is described as in ruins, and having a large
deep broad fosse around it. The very ruins have now disappeared,
and a farm-house oceupies their site; but still a econsiderable por-
tion of the circular fosse is distinetly visible.

Castle of Corse.—The date of this structure is pointed out by
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the inscription on the lintel over the door; wr. 1581. Es. The
initials are those of William Forbes, father of the bishop, and of
his wile, Elizabeth Strachan. It is traditionally reported, that
his former dwelling having been plundered in his absence by some
Highland freebooters, he vowed, * If God spare my life, I shail
build a house, at which thieves will need to knock ere they enter.”
The eastle has long been unroofed and ruinous, but a good part
of the walls is still standing.

Castle of Craigievar.—The Mortimers are said to have begun
this building early in the seventeenth century; but the embar-
rassed state of their affairs prevented them from completing it.
William Forbes, who purchased the estate from them in 1610,
carried it on, and finished it in 1626, . It is still perfect, and af-
fords one of the very finest specimens of the Flemish style of cas-
taellated architecture, In 18326, Sir John Forbes, the present
proprictor, expended L.600 in giving the castle a new roof of the
best Memel tumber; and since that time, various internal im-
provements have been made, all, however, in strict keeping with
the original style, which render it a commodious residence for the
famnily during the summer months. '

Mansion-Houses of Hall-head and Cushnie.—'The former of
these was built in 1688, and the latter in 1707 ; but baving both
been uninhabited for a considerable time, they are hastening to
decay.

Historical Incidents.—On the 26th August 1580, John Gor-
don of Bilelack and others carried off James Mortimer, * apperand
of Craigievar, and detained him captive and prisoner in the wood
of Kilblene for ten days,” for which they were afterwards brought
to trial. About 15600, Gradoch, a reputed witch in Coldstane,
“ took in hand to haif destroyit the Laird of Craigievar, his son,
and utheris,” for which, and many other like crimes, she suffered
death.* A few years after, in 1586-97, an active ipquiry for
witches was instituted all over this district, Commissioners at
Aberdeen were appointed by his Majesty, for * tacking and ap-
prehending of witches, sorceraris, consultaris, and traffiquaris with
witches,” who directed precepts * to all and sindrie ministeris of
Godis word, elderis, and deaconis,” charging them  to convein
and tak up dittay” against all suspected persons in their parishes ;
“ the quhilk persones being delaittit as said is,” these commis-
sioners could * do na less for the advancement of Godis glory,

* Piteairm’s Crim, Trisls, Vol.-i. pp. 84, 205,

T Uniersity af Edinburgh
Tha: University of Slas)ow



1124 ABENDEENSHIRE.

and dounethraw of the kingdome of sathan, then to put tham to
the knawledge of ane condigne assize.”4 In 1620, William Ga-
rioche, son of James Garioche of Kinstair, and Thomas Anderson
in Awfurd, were tried for * carrying John Bonar, in Tullichetlie,
twa myles to the water of Lechell, and douking him dyverse tymes
thairin, and compelling him to yield to the furnissing of 500
merks money.”* In February 1636, seven of the followers of
Gilderoy, who were  notorious limmers, and did great oppressions
in the lands of Corse, Craigievar, and other parts, were taken in
Athol, by persuasion and advice of the Laird of Craigievar and
Corse, and hanged altogether at the Cross of Edinburgh, and
their heads cut off, and set up in exemplary places,” In July
after, their leader, *“ and five other limmers,” shared the same
fate ; and on the 8th August 1638, in revenge of Gilderoy’s death,
a band of freebooters *¢ came to the Laird of Corse his bounds,
and spulzied the ground, and Mr Thomas Forbes, minister at
Lochell’s House, and oppressed the King’s lieges grievously, taking
their horse, kine, and oxen, and causing the owners pay for their
own gear.” In April 1644, ¢ the Laird of Craigievar takes to
Craigievar, and transports his haill victuals of Fintray to the
place there, to be kept from plundering.” In 1745, Harry Lums-
den of Cushme, George Gordon of Hallhead, and Jonathan For-
bes of Brux, all took the side of Prince Charles. In July 1746,
the Duke of Cumberland granted a lease during pleasure of the
lands of Essilmont and Hallhead, belonging to George Gordon, to
James Chalmers, printer in Aberdeen ; and his house in Aberdeen
was plundered by the Duke and General Hawley.}

* Pitcairn, Vol. iil. pp. 48000,

t Spalding Club Miscellany, Vol. i. 'I'rials for Witcheraft, pp. 83-193,

1 It may not he improper to add bere the fullowing notices of husbandry and
manners.  These are entirely derived from the records of the Barony Court of Crai-
Eievar, two volumes of which, extending from 1710 to 1766, are preserved at Fin-
tray House. From 1710 to 1714, the price of o boll of meal was ten merks Scots :
of a boll of besr, L.B: of a boll of corn and straw, seven merks ; of an ox, L.18;
and of a borse, twenty-six merks ; the harvest fee of a woman, L.4 : and of a INAT:,
eight to ten merks. In 1711, the officer was ordered to search out sl the men and
women ¢apable of service, who are idle, that they may be obliged to enter to service
immediately ; and to summon all in actual service who are taking extravagant foes,
that they and their masters may be punished. The same year, the heritor com-
plaining that the tenants were wasting their lands, in not ¥ gooding” them once in
the three years, it was ordained that none should let the third year pass » ungooding
the third of their barlands yearly ;" or if any * pretend thut their land would bear
four cropa of bear and cats without gooding, then they shall pay at their outgeing
whatever their lands are made worse, ur else continue their tacks and pay their
dutien, aye and while their respective lands should recover the zaid loss.  In 1728,
anotber votuplaint was made againet certain tenants for taking six crops of their out-
field land, and they were henceforth restricted to five. None but millers were al-

lowed to keep swine, and all weve Free to kill them if found in sheir cvrn o grass;
3
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11l.—PorpuLATION.

Leochel, Cushnie. Total. Corse.
The population in 1756, was 786 500 1286
1791, 304 430 7 267
1801, . . GOH8 —
1811, . ' . 6871 —
1821, . . 766 -
1831, ' . ) 270
1841, . : 1084 282

The yearly average of birtha for the last 7 years is 29
of those illegitimate, £
of deaths, . . 1
of marriages, .

The family of Sir John Forbes Bart., have occasionally resided
for some months in summer, at Craigievar Castle during the last
few years ; and for the last two seasons William M¢Combie, Esq.
of Lenturk has resided there for the summer half-year., The
other heritors are non-resident.

IV.—InpustTrY.

a =] s

h

Agriculture.——
Arable land, - - 5455 acres imperial,
Green pasture, - 063
Moor, » - A790
Wood, - - 1000

Total extent 11208
Wood.— With the exception of a small extent, near the Castle of

and the millers to have them upon chaio as soon as the corns begin to fill. In 1726,
all the crofters in Corse were limited to a stack each, 8 feet broad, 12 long, and 5
high, under a penalty of L.4 ; the kindling of fire in any moss was forbidden, under
L.20; and four tenants were fined L. 10 each for labouring moss-ground Dever
laboured before. To the following offences, the following punishments were
awarded : Louping and breaking down park dikes, a fine of 40s. toties guotics ;
applying to any other judicatory than the laird's court, * where they will get
reasan,” L.20; Lreaking and destroying young trees in the churchyard of Loehell,
one merk for each tree ; letting cottle into mosses and breakiog peats, 40s. ; beating,
bruising, blooding and wounding, L. 50; making a ply betwixt families, L. 50
to the laird, L.5 of assythment to the party injured, and the party offending
bound to keep the peace in L.100; giving approbricus language, 1.10, and to satisly
the party offended, or be put in the stocks; putting fire to & neighbour’s door, and
calling his wife and mother witches, L.100;: 8 man for blooding and wounding, and
preventing all peace where he lives, is ardained to Ait, red, and remove himself, his
haill goods and gear, wife, children, and all that belongs to him, out of the lands of
Craigievar and Corse within seven days; another for abusing the minister, and cal-
ling him o Yiar, and saying in the church-yard that he would prove him a liar, is put
in the stocks during the baillie’s pleasure ; two neighbours, betwizt whom there are
strifes, which caonot be accommodated, are obliged to cast lots, and the one on whom
the lot falle to flitt at the next Whitsunday 1'?2%; the same year, & man for offering
& charged gun to shoot the officer, when warning him to do his master's lawful or.
ders, is amerciate in L5 Sterling for keeping and wearing a gun cootrary to act of
Pariiament, and L.4 Scots for his contumacy and disobedience ; and, in_ 1738, a
man fur ¥ dading” apother man’s wife to the ground, blooding her at the nose, and
taking up her clothes and belting her, is fined L.50, and L.4 to the busband and
wife for the indignity. By far the most common of these offonsces is that of beating,
blooding, and wounding.  The two stations where the court met were the Hali of
Creigievar, and Briggs of Leochel. The olficials were the baillie, clerk, procurator-
fiscal, officer, and dempster.
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Craigievar, now almost exhausted, the wood is of recent plantation,
the greater part, indeed, within the last twenty years. It consists
mostly of larch and Scots fir. The larches in many places are
failing, but the firs are vigorous.

Rent of' Land.— The average rent may be stated at 15s. per
acre imperial. This would give a real rental of about I..4000,
which is believed to be very near the truth. The period of lease
is now uniformly nineteen years.

Husbandry, §e.— What is called the seven-shift rotation is gene-
rally in use, but the six-shift is now recommended by some compe-
tent authorities, and partially adopted. The soil and climate are
well adapted for grass and turnips, but not so favourable for grain,
especially in late seasons. Very few shecp are now kept, and the
Aberdeeushire horned or polled breed of black eattle is that ge-
nerally reared.

Farm-Steadings, §c.—These have been very much improved of
late yeara, There are four meal-mills in the parish, and one carding
and spinning-mill, where woollen fabrics for blankets, plaids, &ec.
are manufactured to a small extent. There are now 45 thrashing-
mills in the parish ; nineteen driven by water, and twenty-six by
horses. The ploughs are all drawn by two horses or two oxen ;
and of the former there are 104 ; of the latter, 18,

Recent Improvements.—It may be safely asserted that no parish
in Aberdeenshire has of late made more rapid advances in every
branch of agricultural improvement. It is equally certain, that Sir
John Forbes, Bart. of Craigievar, who, on the death of his brother
Sir Arthur in 1823, succeeded to the family bonours and estates,
has been the mainspring of the improvements effected.  Sir John
is truly a model of a country gentleman. The Rev. Mr Lumsden
of Cushnie has, for several years, paid us an annual visit, and
shown himsell anxious to encourage his tenants in improving their
farms. William M+*Combie, Esq. of Lenturk, has lately got the
mains or home-farm into his own possession, and, by beginning to
plant and furrow-drain, has already given a sample of those exten-
sive and tasteful improvements by which he has so much embel.
lished his beautiful seat of Easter Skene. About 700 acres of bar-
ren ground have been reclaimed within the last thirty years.

Produce.—

The yearly produce may be briefly stated in round numbera at 8000 quarters of
grain at L. 1, . . . LBu0d O 0

And 500 blsck-eatile at L.8§, ) . : 4000 0 0

- —————a—

Carry over, Total, I1.120000 0 ©
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Brought over, L1200g O O
Rent, . 4000 O [+

Halunce to pay expense of cultivation, and afford a returo fio
invested, . .

r capital
Lo O 0

Manufactures.—At the carding-mill already mentioned, plaids,
blankets, &c. are manufactured to a small extent ; and a conside-
rable number of women, chiefly of the aged and poorer class, em-
ploy themselves in knitting stockings from worsted, farnished to
them by the Messrs Hadden in Aberdeen, and thereby earn an-
nually from L.70 to L.100.

V.—ParocH1aL EcoNoMy.

Marhket-Town.— Aberdeen, the county town, though not quite
so near as Kintore and Inverury, is the market, to which almost
all the produce is carried ; and the carts generally return laden
with lime or coals. The distancé is twenty-cight miles from the
centre of the parish. There is a pretty gond commutation road of
about six miles, which joins the Alford turnpike at Whiteley, in
the parish of Tough. The Government road from Donside to Dee-
side, the best road in the district, intersects the lower part of the
parish, running along the western bank of the Leochel for about
three miles; and the Tarland turnpike passes for about two miles
through the southern border of the lands of Corse. The bridges
on these and the other roads in the parish are generally in good
repair, with the exception of that over the Leochel at Scuttrie, on
the Whiteley road, which was carried away by the flood of 1849,
The nearest post-offices are Alford on the north-east, and Tarland
on the south-west, each six miles distant from the centre of the
parish. :

Ecclesiastical History~The old church of Leochel was dedi-
cated to St Marnan, that of Cushnie to St Bride. Marnoch
fair, at the kirk-town of Leochel, was long held on the first Tues~
day of March, and the small farm adjacent to the old church of
Cushnie is still named Bride’s Well. The sites of both the old
churches were, according to tradition, supernaturally pointed out.
Portions of the walls of the old churches are still standing ; ne
date is visible at Leochel, but at Cushnie the date 1637 iz to be
seen, and on a broken stone, 14—, indicating an erection in the
fifteenth century. For some time after the Reformation, there
wers only readers at Leochel and Cushnie as spiritual instructors
of the people. In 1576, the reader of Leochel had a stipend of
L. 16, with the kirk land, and in 1593, Mr Gilbert Brown was
reader there. In 1567, Mr James Patersoun was reader of Cush-
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nie, with a salary of .20, In 1618, the parishes of Leochel and
Cushnie were united by a decreet of the Lords of Plat, and the
tacksmen of the teinds were ordained to build a centrical church
at Cuimellie, and provide a manse and glebe, on the condition
that, if this was not done within three years, thie union should not
take effect, Accnrding]y, the condition was not fulfilled, and by
the exertions of Bishop Patrick Forbes, about 1621, the union
was dissolved, and the churches separately planted with ministers.
It is highly probable that the annexation of the lands of Corse
quoad sacra to Leochel took place at this time,

In 1793, a process of annexation of the parishes of Leochel and
Cushnie was raised by the heritors. The people of Leochel seem
to have been passive, but those of Cushnie, with their minister,
and a party in the presbytery, strenuously opposed the measure.
But, notwithstanding this opposition, decreet of annexation was
passed by the Court of Teindson the 28th January 1795, and two
years after the centrical chureh was built,

Ministers of Leochel since the Reformation.—1. Mr Thomas
Forbes, 1638-47. 92, Mr George Watson, 1651-8], 3. Mr
John Paton, in 1682, transported. 4. Mr Alexander Seatoun,™®
coliated 5th April 1683, died 6th April 1707, 5. Mr George
Middleton, ordained 2d March 1708, transported to Keig, and
admitted there 27th June 1717, &, Mr Thomas Reid, ordained
24th April 1718, died 84 Janvary 1767, 7. Mr George Forbes,
admitted 6th July 1768, died 30th August 1799,

Ministers of Cushnie.—1, Mr James Leisk, in 1614, 2, My
James Pontie, in 1628, 3, Mr Alexander Garioch, in 183].
4. Mr William Glass, 1651-60. 5. My Patrick Copland, in
1674, died 1710. 6. Mr Patrick Gordon, ordained S1st January
1711, transported to Lumphanan, and admitted there 27th June
1717. 7. Mr William Bidie, ordained 26th August 1720, died
2d February 17380. 8 Mr Alexander Orem,+ ordained 28th

* Mr Seatoun and his contempaorary, Mr Copland at Cushnie, were both of Epis-
copal principles. , -

T Mr Orem was settled in oppositicn to the wishes of the great majority of the
people, who carried the case to the Assembly ; but as they thewosclves candidly ag.
knowledge, in their answers 1o the reasons of transportation, this was entirely «gw-
ing to the groundless stories and fulse reports which they bad heard concarnin £ him,”
be was ¥ but a short time settled arong them when they were perfectly reconciled
to him ;" and they declare, that the pecple of Forbes and Kearn ¢ peither are nor
can be more harmonious and wnited i seching him from them, than they all and
every one of them are to have him who iz so universally neceptable to all concerned,
heritors, elders; and people, continued fived pastor sthooget them.” Mr Orem end
his immediate predeceseor, Mr Bidie, are still remembered in Cushnige as two of the
‘* best ministers” whom the parish ever enjoyed,
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April 1781, transported to Forbes and Kearn, and admitted there
224 May 1745. 9. Mr Francis Adam, ordained 9th July 1746,
died 80th March 17935.

. Ministers of United Parish.~—1., Mr George Forbes succeeded
to the whole charge on the death of Mr Adam in 1795, 2. Mr
James Kelly, admitted 7th May 1800, died 12th December 1804.
8. Mr George Anderson, ordained 21st August 1805, died 23d
December 1820, 4. Mr William Malcolm, admitted 8th August
1821, died 24th August 1838. 4. The present incumbent was
ordained and admitted 3d January 1839. :

Present Ecclesiastical State.—~The present church and manse
were built in 1797-98, in a new and centrical situation for the
united parish. They do not seem to have been very substantially
executed, and are pow in a state of very considerable disrepair.
The church was built to hold 500, but, notwithstanding some
temporary expedients to obtain additional sittings, is too small for
the congregation. The glebe, obtained in excambion for the two
old glebes, including the site of the manse and offices, consists of
19 acres, 83 falls Scotch, and may be worth L.18 a-year. The
stipend, by decreet of locality in 1829, which exhausts the teinds,
is L. 140, 7s. 3id., 79 bolls, 1 firlot, 1 peck, and 2 lippies oat=
meal at 8 stones; and 2 bolls, 8 firlots, and £ lippy bear, Aber-
deenshire measure ; with L.4, 16s. 2d., consisting of a payment of
50 merks, and the conversion of certain services paid by immemo-
rial usage by the proprietors and tenants of Corse. The average
amount of the whole in money, at the fiars prices, for the years
1829-41, is L.209, 17s. 5}d. The Bishop of Dunblane presented
Mr Alexander Seaton to Leochel in 1683. Sir William Forbes
presented Mr Thomas Reid in 1717; and since that time the
Craigievar family have exercised the patronage of Leochel. In
1727, the Earl of Rothes was patron of Cushnie, and presented Mr
Francis Adam in 1745. In 1762, the patronage of Cushnie was
acquired by John Lumsden of Cushnie, and has continued in his
family sinece. Sir John Forbes, Bart., and the Rev. Henry Tho-
mas Lumsden, as patrons of the respective eld parishes, are alter~
nate patrons of the united parish.

Nearly at the eastern border of the parish there is a chapel, in
cobnnection with the United Associate Synod. The emoluments
of the clergyman are 1.60, a house, and five acres of land, paid
by the hearers. Six or seven families in the parish attend this
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chapel ; and there are besides, 3 Independents and 1 Baptist.
No other Dissenters are known.

‘The number of families worshipping at the parish church is
244, and Divine service is remarkably well attended. The num-
bar of communicants for some years has been about 700. Col-
lections are annually made for the Aberdeen Infirmary, Pauper
Lunatic Fund of the Presbytery of Alford, and the General As-
sembly’s schemes, to the amount of L.12 to L.14.

Lducation.~~The parish is well supplied with the means of edu-
cation. There are five schools, two parochial, one in connection
with the General Assembly’s Education scheme, and two endow-
ed. KEach of the parochial teachers bas the minimum salary,
and legal accommodations of house and garden, with an allowance
from the Dick bequest of abaut L. 30, and the fees Ay average
from L. 12 to L. 15. The school situated near the old manse of
Leochel, witha comfortable school-house, was built by Sir Charles
Forbes, Bart. of New and Edinglassie, who, for several years, al-
towed to the teacher a salary of L. 20. The salary was withdrawn
in {837, but the late Charles and Peter Ritchie, in Wester Leochel,
have since bequeathed L. 300, the interest of which is to be given
to the teacher of this school, and another benevolent person con-
templates a bequest of L. 200 for the same purpose. Sir Jobn
Forbes allows him a garden, and the fees may average from L. 10
to L. 12. Aunother school is situated in the eastern district of the
parish, and was endowed by the late Peter M<Combie, Esq. of
Lenturk. The emoluments of the teacher are, a commodious
kouse, garden, half-an acre of land, and a salary of 1. 20. The
fees may yield from L. 10 to L. 12 annuaily.

Libraries~—There are two small parochial libraries, one be-
longing to each of the old parishes, and consisting chiefly of reli-
gious works.

Poor.—The following table shows the state of the poor for six

years ;

- No. of Church col-  Interest, do- Allowance to Do. to acca-
T Poor. lections, nationd, &e. poor on roll. ©  sional poor.
1838, ®2  L.24 81}} L3 7il3 L66 7 44 Ll 8 6
1837, a0 26 11 7 4 7 0 383 9 5 10 210
1838, 25 24 13 1 41 15 § 55 14 3§ 8 4 i
1689, 23 @7 0 9 415 6 61 4 & 4 5 6
1840, 21 20 311 27 0 & 85 7 9§ 118 0O
1841, 17 30 10 2 2 0 52 1 & 1 5 0

Benefaetions.— About 1780, Charles Gordon of Hallhead mor-
tified 1000 merks Scots for the poor of Cushnie. In 17385, Dame
Margaret Rose, Lady Dowager of Craigievar, mortified 1000

4
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merks for * depauperated tenants and their widows™ on her son’s
lands of Craigievar and Corse ; and since her death in 1742, four
bolis of meal have been distributed annually as the interest of this
bequest. In 1761, John M*William, in Briggs of Leochel, mor-
tified 500 merks for the poor of Leochel. In 1812, Sir Charles
Forbes, Bart, gave L.100 to the poor of the united parish, and,
since 1816, has continued an annual donation of L.10, amounting
in whole to 1.270. In 1827, Miss AnnA Forbes, sister of Sir
Charles, left L.100 to the poor of Leochel and Corse. In.1833,
Peter M‘Combie, Esq. of Lenturk, left L.100 to the poor of the:
united parish. In 1841,  Major Mitchell, whose first wife was
another sister of Sir Charles Forbes, left L.200 to the poor of
Leochel, payable after the death of his seeond wife: and, in 1842,
Peter Ritchie, in Wester Leochel, left L.100, the interest of
which is to be applied to purchase meal for the poor on the lands
of Craigievar and Corse. In addition, there have been received
from the fund of Mr Burnett of Deim, in 1800, L.25; in 1824,
L..20; in 1834, L.24; and, in 1842, [.30, making a total of
1.108. It is also proper to stale, that much charity is given in
private,

Fairs,~—Five of these are antually held in the parigh, in the
months of April, May, July, Auvgust, and September, at a con-
venient station on a moor near Scuttrie, on the Craigievar estate,
They are well frequented, #and a considerable amount of business
is done in cattle, horses, sheep, and wool.

Inns.—There is but one regular inn in the parish, excluding
Corse, where there are other two.

Fuel—The messes in the parish are nearly exhausted ; and
peat and turf are procured at a great expense of time and labour ;
the latter chiefly from the Red-hill of Lumphananp and the Glen
of Cushnie, both distant, and of difficult access. In consequence
coals from Aberdeen are more and more used. They cost from

8s. to 10s. per boll, including the price of carriage.

In preparing this account, the writer was much indebted to the unrestrieted
gccess which he had to the extensive and waluable series of charters and documents
in possession of 8ir John Forbexs at Fintray Housc ; to a short account of Leochel and
Cushnie, privately printed by Joseph Hobertson, Esq., author of the ** Hook of Hon-
Accord ;" and to communications, both written and oral, from William M*Combie,
Esq. of Lenturk ; Messrs Lumsden, Advocates in Aberdeen, fuctors on the Cushnie
property ; Mr George Strachan, factor to 8ir John Forbes ; Mr William M*Combie ot
Tillyfour House ; Mr Andrew Rosa Tarland, factor on the Hallhead estate ; and My
John Gray in Ley of Cushnie.

March 1843,
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