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i Inna, Al¢houses, e.—A small ion has long been kept at Lewos
of Fyvie in this neighbourhood. Nine persons hold licenses for
she eale of spirits within the parish. 'These do not all keep ale-
houses, some of them only retailing spirits along with other ar-
ticles of merchandise ; but their number might be reduced with
advantage to the community.

Fuel.—The ordinary deseription of fuel used here is peat, the
principal supply of which is ebtained from the mosses in the north
quarter of the parish. In consequence of our distance from the
coast, coal is very expensive, the price of carriage being nearly
equal to the original cost. -

Drawn up Qctober 1898 Revised February 1840,

PARISH OF PETERHEAD.

PRESBYTERY OF DEER, SYNOD OF ABERDEEN.,

THE REV. WILLIAM DONALD, MINISTER.s

e ——r

L—Toroararuy anp Natuvrar Histonry.
Name,—THE ancient name of the parish was Peterugie, aris-

ing, perhaps, from the rockyheadland or promontory near the mouth
of the Ugie. A small island between the town and sea is called
Keith Inch; the town in the charter of erection, in 1598, by
George Earl Marischall is named Keith Inch, alias Peterhead :
‘and since that time the name of the whole -parish and town has
been Peterhead. In old charters, the name is Petri promentorium
and, Petri polis ; for other etymologies the reader is referred to
the former account of the parish.

Eztent, §e.—This parish extends along the coast in a straight
line about four miles, bending along the sea shore about five miles,
and from east to west it extends from three to four miles. It is
bounded on the south, by the parish of Cruden ; on the west, by
Longside ; on.the north, by Saint Fergus ; and on the east, by the
{derman Ocean. :

", The avea of the: parish is about 9085 imperial acres, or nearly

* Drawn up by Roderick Gray, Esq. Peterhead.

2 Thie University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



PETERHEAD, 345

15 square miles. The bounding ime on thie south, and partiy on
the west, is elavated. and is denominated the Stirlieghill, the -hill
of Invernettie, Blackhill of Peterhead, and hill of Cowsrieve.

. Topographical Appearances.— The Stirlinghill rises 282 feet
above the level of the sea; the highest part of the Blackhitl is
about the same elevation ; the other parts of the range are'some-
what lower. The Meethill, {on the estate of Invernettie,) which is
. of a conical shape, and rises from 150 to 200 feet above the- level
of the sea, is a deep mass of clay resting upon granite, and is not
connected with the above-mentioned range. 'Fhe other parts of
the parish are not much elevated above the level of the sea; the
surface, however, is diversified by eminences alternately with hol-
Jows, and exhibits a connected state of regularly cultivated fields.
The Stirlinghill, which terminates at the village of Boddam, forms
the well known promontory of Buchanness. Between the parish
of Cruden and the fishing village of Boddam, in this parish, the
sea is bounded by high cliffs of granite and other primitive rock,
forming mural precipices; and this part of the coast is indented
with many chasms, fissures and caves, and these in some cases di-
vide the granite from the trap rock. Opposite to Stirlinghill is
the small green island of Dundony, where, in former times, it is
said, there was a salt pan. Opposite to the village of Beddam is
another small island, upon which the Buchanness Light-house 18
erected. From Boddam to the Bay of Sandford, the coast is low
and rocky. The Bay of Sandford, extending some distance inland,
is bounded by a flat sandy shore, intermixed with pebbles. The
point of Salthouse-head bounds the bay of Sandford on the porth,
and the bay of Peterhead on the south. The bay of Peterhead
extends nearly a mile imland, from the outer peint of Keith Inch,
by which, and the town of Peterhead, it is bounded on the north,
The shores of this well known bay are flat and rocky, terminating
io sand and pebbles towards the west. The town of Peterhead’
is built on = peninsula or flat rocky headland, the coast oo the
north side receding inland until it reaches the mouth of the Ugie,
a small river which forms the boundary between the parishes of
Peterhead and St Fergus. The sources of the Ugie are in the
upper part of the. district, where it. haa two braoches, the Norsh
and -South Ugie, which unite in the parish of Longside. i, ...

Meteorology.—The following table exhibits ‘the average tempe-
riture and weight of the atmosphiere for every month, and alsa the
quaatity of rain: whigh has fallen for the three years, 1885-36-87,
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346 ABERDEENSHIRE.

as shown by instrements bept at the Buchahness Light-house, atthe
distance of three miles from the town of Peterhead.

1834, ' ' 1835.
Thermo- Barometer. , Haln Therma. Barometor. . Hein
meier, ELuRge. inerer, "
Damm. Orm Garx Tem Gauge. Tawm Drea 9am e gmL
Jan. 41.54 4258 20.36 29.45 4.ﬁ 80.85 41484 2980 2080 J.Bg
Feb, 40.78 4253 20.790 20.78 7 40.10 40.78 2040 29.35 .67
Mai. 42,41 4332 2D.E4 2592 2 4148 41.85 2971 2973 1.52
April,44.18 44836 30.16 390.15 i ] 44,30 45.60 29,97 2998 .14
May, 40.58 4854 20.91 2827 1.93 47.32 46.32 20.7¢ 3022 l.60
Jane, 5463 5238 2980 BT 280 53.08 50.53 v 142
July, 57.77 56.25 20.97 .M 53 55.87 53.83 , 1.97
Aug. 57.12 5880 20.77 29.77 1.65 56.02 55.45 1.2
Sept. 56.80 54.00 20095 294095 177 448 5448 M5 M 49 119
Oct. 4835 «49.29 28.77 2599 4.76 47.51 47.83 #0454 2000 4.55
Nov. 45.14 4798 90,99 2978 1.63 44,60 46.50 2975 29.74 2.44
Des. 44.19 4590 3005 390,07 1.43 4045 41.77 2094 29.97 l1.47
21.78 in. In. 25,11
1836.
Thermormater. Batometer. Hain Gauge.
Ba.m Do 0. a. 3 O.orow Guuge.

January, AR.67 93093 2040 2049 1.93

February, 55391 30,72 o5 57  28.50 & %6

March, - 40.81 41.18 2024 200156 Spd

April, - 4373 41390 2064 29.63 1.96

May, - 45,90 4850 a1 8021 o5d

June, - &3,10 51.06 2068 2063 1.66

July, - 5496 5354 20,67 20.71 3.97

Auguet, . . 5.B7 S205 dh.82 29.86 l.28

Septemnbery, o093 5108 20.70 29.71 2.06

October, " - 47.864 489 o655 .57 i.43

Novemnbaer, 4i.86 4328 a1 2984 4.4%7

December, 1M.77 4032 2052 2054 3.95

In. B8.85

The climate is variable, but bas been much improved in conse-
guence of extensive: drainage. 'Within the last thirty years, the
crops, partly from: the impreved state of the land, atd partly from
earlier sorts: of griin being sown,  come to maturity from ten days
to two ‘weeks earlier thatl formeily. :

- Hiydrographij.— Peterhead was much resorted to as'a watering-
place for a period -of two centuriés. The principal mineral well
is & chalybeate, sitnate in the town, near the sea ; there are, how-
ever, othier wells near the towil, especially one a little to the north
of it, ‘which is much resorted t6 i summer: thess ard also strong
ehilybeates; D Laing foiund upoh analysis that the someral
wators of Petathead held in solution asrated and muriated iron,

Aigliee b X Wep i ' LR

S Y w;hn - .';f ”.Mmfmumw.miam
bietb oF Jue, Tuly, undrAvsgast 1605, % viay be mamtionsd that the berometer
kopt wirdbe Light-Notey wiis thin brokim, snd. wae #ot sephiosd: by acothet during
that Lime. -
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muriate of lime, Glauber salt, common snlt,.anhd were impregnated
with fized air. Under proper regimen the minetal waters, of Peter-
head were found by Dr Moir to be deservedly.in repute for gene-
ral debility, disorders of the stomwach and bewels, flatulencies and
indigestion, nervous compldints, &c.. In almast every part of the
parish, but especially in Stirlingbill and Blackhill, there are copicus
aprings, strongly impregnated with iron, which are found to, posiass
the same medicinal. qualities as those in Peterhead and its viciity.
The edol and salubrious air on the sea coast, the excellent accom-
modation for sea-bathing, and the variety of mineral springs; ren-
dered Paterhead, in former times, the resort, of invalids during the
summer months. Until lately the town of Peterhead was Dot
supplied with good spring water ; but the gountry part of the parish
has always been well supplied with.spring water of excellent qua-
lity. The Ugie is the only river in the parish, There is an excel-
lent stone bridge of two arches over the Ugie, at the distance of
two miles from the town of Peterhead. This bridge was built n
1686, by virtue of an Act of Parliament, at. the joint pxpense of
the shires of Aberdeen and Banff, and is still in good repair.
* " The tide off Peterhead flows from Rattrayhead, in the parish of
Crimond, south and south-east, and ebbs north and north-west,
During spring-tides it runs three and a-half miles an hour, There
are, however, considerable variations, in-consequance, it is sup-
posed, of the adjoining headlands. ‘I'he sea at Paterhead is very
salt, and the temperature is never so low as in friths, or in the
vicinity of large rivers. - evs . .
Geslogy and Mineralogy~—The whole of the. parish .of Peter-
head is upon. primitive rock.. In the Stirlinghill, . Blackhill, and
Hill of Cowsrieve, the grdnite or. syebite rised to the surfasie.
Along the coast,. and in other partz of .tha _paﬁaﬁ, it is eovered
with clay, supposed to be diluvial, and other matters to.a. greater
or less depth. = Upon the Stirlinghill, the grastite nises to the sur-
face, or neatly so, over an extent of from 100 to k50 acres.... o
every place whera the syenite or. granite is .laid: bare; imbedded
masses, véins or dikes of primitive trap, gneiss; quarte; and coms
pact falspar are. alternate with; and rub through iti . Insbime cases
one~half. of a block is granite.and the cther. primitive teap in polis
plete cohesion, and often. passing inté aach :othes: .. At the old
Castle of Boddam, the rock is separated by a fissure or chas,
one gide of which is_granite and the other primitive trap.. This

o
7 I

chasin runs east and west, the: granite being on the sonth and the
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348" ABERDEENSHIRE.

trap on the north, with a considerable angle to the horizon. Near
the Buchanness Lighthouse, there is a pretty extensive bed of
hornstone-porphyry, also a rock resembling clinkstone-porphyry,
The rock along the coast, from Buchanness to the mouth of the
Ugie, may be seen at low-water mark, and consists of granite,
primitive trap, syenite, gneiss, compact felspar, felspar-porphyry,
and quartz, variously associated with each other. The bed or
cleavage of these rocks, as they lie in the quarry, is generally
from east to west; and in granite, the lamina of which it is com-
posed, {and it appears generally to be so composed,) are to be
seen in the same direction.* The beds of pebbles along the shore,
and the boulders are very extensive, and embrace fragments of
rocks and minerals which are seldom to be found upon the land in
the neighbourhood. Agates and jasper are to be found; flints
are also abundant, and are not unfrequently found, on being broken,
to contain impressions of sea-plants, shells, &c. The Meethill is
covered with a deep mass of diluvial clay; at the brickwork, which
is about fifty vards from the beach, and where the clay has been
cut to the depth of from thirty to forty feet, it exhibits various
strata, which appear to have been deposited at different times, from
their differences in quality and colour; some of the deposits are
not above an inch in depth, while others are several feet. The
skeleton of a bird was lately dug out of the clay here, at the depth
of 25 feet from the surface, and about 15 or 20 feet above the
level of the sea. From the Meethill, embracing the lands of
Clerkhill, Grange, Windmill of Peterhead, Blackhouse, Balmoor,
‘Mountpleasant, and Alehousehill, to Downiehills, the surface is
covered to a considerable depth with clay, mixed in some parts
with rounded pebbles. The links of Peterhead, part of the braes
between the links and brickwork, and some fields near the Kirk-
town, form an exception, being covered with sea~sand to a con-
siderable depth. Relow the sand there is generally clay, but in
some. instances moss and vegetable remains. The Stirlinghill is
separated from’ the hill of Ioverfiettie by a deep morass. There
are very few flints on . Stirlinghili; but on the hill of Invernettie
and the ' Blackhill, the surface is almost covered with rounded
fitits, many of which, on being broken, are found to contain animal
and vepetable remiins, chiefly the impressions of sea-shells. These
ahal’l; embraoe mnmdarubia variety of the Fchini family, occasion-

e ?pofenor Ji-mulun, Irhn. we are informed, examined this parish some yoars ago;

mét with molybdens In the granitic rocks of Petothend,
3
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ally entire, but more frequently only small portions of the.impres-
ions of these shells are found. Siogle spines frequently occur,
and are distinctly marked. The Inoceramus, Pectens, and Teres
bratulee are very abundant. In the parish of St Fergus, near the
mouth of the Ugie, in the limestone, the Cornua ammonis and
mussels of a distinet variety from those now existing are found:
The same range of high ground, which commences-at Stirlinghill,
passes into the parishes of Cruden, Longside, and Old Deer; and
along the whole range, which rests upon granite, or other pgimitive
rock, the same kinds of flint have been found containing remains,
chiefly of shells. The locality of these flints has atiracted the
aitention of geologists. In the granite quarries there Is, in the fis-
sures of the rock, gravel mixed with oxide of iron ; and in situations
where the seil is gravel, or clay mixed with gravel, there is an
inerustation of iron between the soil and subsoil, —the laiter is
in consequence rendered impervious to water unfil the inerustation
be destroyed. e

Extensive fields of granite are found in a state of decomposition;
When these fields are. laid open as gravel pits, the vertical section
has much the appearance of sound granite in the guarry, exhibit+
ing the outlines of blocks of various sizes, divided from eaech. other
by fissures filled with clay and other matters, coloured by oxide
of iron, Upon examining some of these. apparent blocks, parts
of them are found to bein an undecomposed state, while the othet
parts are found from one gradation of decomposition to anpther;
until the decomposition is so complete as to form a mass of ciay
and gravel, fit for forming a soil capable of cultivation. In some
cases the decomposed granite. is almost white, while in others it
is of-a darkish red. A considerable part of the parish of Peter-
head had. been covered with peat moss, congisting, chiefly of the
roots and branches of trees, which compese the first stratum;
the second stratum is not unfrequently compesed of the coarses
grasses ; the third of heath, and the upper of fog.. The revoains
of wood found in the mosses are, oak, alder, birch, &c.; and there
are also masses of bog-iron ore. . At no very remote period,. the
low grounds, commencing at the sea near Buchanbaven, .hld.h'ﬂﬂﬁi
covered with moss. This moss bad nearly joined the one called
Megg’s Moss, which again: passed  through the lands of Auchty-l
gall and Collielaw, and jeined the moss of Faichfield.in the: panislv
of Longside; . Excepting in those places already mentioned whickh,
are covered with diluvidl.or alluvial clay, the other partaef the.parish.
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450 ABERDEENSHIRFE.

bad been covered with heath or moss, and the subsoil had bees
soparated from the seil by the iron incrustation already described.
In these ditudtions the soil is various, being in most cases clay and
gravel, sometimes the one and semetimes the other predominating,
arising chiefly from the decomposition of granite and flint inter-
mixed with remains of moss. The deposits of gravel, flint, and
clay, mixed with rounded stones or pebbles on the hills, have evi-
dently resulted from the action of water, as they exhibit all the
appearances of similar deposits on the shores ; and these depesits
are separated from one another by inerustations of iron, lying at
various anples, and' not unfrequently inclosing the deposits of gra-
vel, &e. by curved lines. 'The matters of the separated strata
are often very different, us clay, gravel, fling, &e. 'The plants
which had grown on the mosses and moors were chiefly heath,
bent, and the coarser grasses. Upon penetrating, however, iato
the subsoil, and mixing it with the top soil, after complete drain-
age, clover and some of the better sorts of grass make their ap-
pearanuce,

Zoology.— Notwithstanding the very little shelter from wood,
there is cunsiderable vatiety of wild animals found in this parish.
Tlie domesticated animals are not different from those found in
other jarts of the country. Among the feathered tribe, the com-
moni hen, duck, goase, turkey, peacock, and pigeon, are reared in
abundanee. ' Ambng ‘quadrupeds there are swine; sheep of the
Cheviot and Highland breeds, and eccasionally goats, as well as
many varieties of the deg and eat. Of the larger animals thers
are-horses, and binck-cattle of the Aberdeenshirs breed.  These
Tast are webl ‘litown' as the' cattle of the distriet; and have been
losg dsfeemed for varions good qualities as the polled Buchan
breed. 'The Teeswater or shert-harned breed has lately: been in-
¢rodiiced. -The long-hkorned are occasionally to be seén, and many
Oiitivey snd Shetland ponies arid-black-¢attle are imported. The
Jattow are-generally fed and the Beef is superiorto that of: the na-
tivecbireeds. . Asses are' occasionally ' employed for the carriage of
wilk. and other'purposes. ‘Of game, the hare, rabbit, moorfowly

riridge, and'snipe are the most gomman. . . .

/e following list of birds, killed within fifteen miles of Peter-
head, andi other animals ‘found ‘in its vieinity during she. last ten
yodrs; husheen kindly fdrmiehed by Adam: Arbuthaot, Esq, Prepar-
edépecimen ofmait of shese iave been: preserved. in Mr: Arbuth-
not’y: fhadewns,-isg large eoileption of ‘hatural: curiosition and: speot-

4
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mens in Natural History and mineralogy, which is obligingly shown
to visitors and strangers by the proprietor.
Quadrupeds found in the parish and neighbourhood.

Cervus crpreclas
Upaus rnlﬂuiﬂﬂ
Canis vidjpes
Lutra valgaris
Mustela putorius
erminaa
vulgeris

Faleo halimtus ]
palumbarius
butao
tinnuneulua
cyamnea

Strix Lubo

otos
flammen
brachyotos

Lanius excubitor

collurio

Corvus corax
frugilegus
cornix

monedula
pica

Scolopax gallinago

arcuate

licnoea
matleola
gallinula

Fulies atrn
chloropus

A.rdaa'mnjnr

Anas cygnus
boschas
CTCOCR
tadorne
farina
panalar:
clangu
BCLES
]TI!.[;I A
mollissma

Procellaria pelagicn

FPeleeanus carbe

Mustela mertes,
Lepua timidus
cuniculus
Talpa Furopea®
Mus rattus
documanias

Land Birds.
Ardea atellaria
Cinclus aguaticus
Rallus aguaticus
Tringa morinella

vanellea
cinerea
Charadrius hiaticula
Tetrao Scoticus
perdix
Hirundo apus
rustica
urbics
riparia
Turdus musicus
merula
priaria
Upupa Epops
Loxia curvirostra
chloris
Certhia familiaria
Rallus crex
Musicapa atricapilla
Parus ceeruleis

Water Birds.
Pelecanus graculus
bassanie
Colymbus nigricans
minuiny
glecialis
sgpuqirinndi.-
ringuia
ylle
rofle
' marmoretust
Aloa pica
torda

Vespertilio murinus
Felis.catus ferus

AMFEIDIOT T

Rana bufe

Lensporaria.

Sturnus vulgaris
Cuculiss cangrus
Ficus maejor
Columba Enns
Phasiacus Colchilcua
Caprimulgos Europsuas
Motacilla rubeira
rabkdocls
trogipdytes
regulus
trochilya
alha
flava
boarula
rubicola
Alauda arvensis
pratensis
Frimgilia Ceeleba
FEomberi miliaria
nivalis
eitrinella
C'haradvius mosineliue
pluvialis

Alca arolicg
Alle
Hematopus cetralegus
Morgus sicrganser
serrator
Larus rises
’ ridibundus
crepidatus
canus '
Sterna hirendo
minota

Fishes.—The east coast of Scotland abounds with great variely.

of fish; and, ds Peterhead has been lohig kno

ing station, the following attempt has been

fishes which Yisve héan found off the s:i:a.st 0
lo the nmngﬂmfmr dt‘ Cuvion b

.:.ll J,'

* An Mbqq.n spec
T Two varictles of npaula'ﬂ

ks - . 1
VR b e lnertal ara b
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5 Thie University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow

wn as an exeellBm fishi-
made to classify thoss

f Paterheaﬁﬁpcﬁr&ing

TR _.-I-"'I

gp ‘-#; hw!gﬂﬁ:.]gi::: tail umgé:bourhood- , rf :

ffe T e AR L



352

ACANTHOPTERYGII.
F'E'!!ﬂil}" 1. Percio.m.
Mullug surmaletus.
Fam. 2. Buces LoricaT=,
Cottus scorpius
Trigia !

Saloro tewttn
fariuv,

Clupea harengus
pilchardus,

Family 7. Scomnzninm. Onoer [I[ MALACQOP-
TERYGIISUB-BR A-

Becomber scombrus
Xiphias gladius,
Family 2. Gosrotrm.
Anarchichas lupus
Blennius gunnellus
zﬂﬂ.fﬂ'ﬂ:! vwlparuu

CHIATIE.
Family- 1. Gavipa.
Morrhua vulgaris
mglefinus
Merlangus carbonarius

ABERDEENSHIRE.

Family 5. Czorzaps.

Scles; Hasus
tuberculatus.
Family 8. Discomowr.
Cyclopterus lumpus.

Orner V. MALACOP-
TERYGII APO PES.
ANGUILLIFOLMES,

Anguilla vulgaris
conger
Ammodytes tabianus
Qanrr V. LOPHO-
BRANCHIL.

C&Hiﬂn{mus lyra. vulgaris Hippocampus.
Family 13. Pecrogaves Pe- pollachius
DICTLATL Motells mustela Secoxn Szries.

trieirrhetus

Lophius piscatorius. L
Brosmus vulgaris

Family 14. Lasripse.
Crenilabrus tines.

Orper I]. CHONDROP-
TERYGII with fixed

L.ota molva Hran_t.'him.
Gadus barbatus. Family !. Senacnu or
Fem. 2. PLegrOoNFOTIDGE. Fraciosronn

Onoza II. MALACOP.
TERYGII ABDOMI.
NALES.

Family 2, Eeociom,
Esox belone
lueius.

Platessa valgaris

limmanda
Hippﬂglﬂﬂus "l.'l.llgarln
Bhombis maximus
Solea \ruig‘.l.t'riﬁ'

Raia clavata
laatin
Squalus acanthius
Comubicus
glaucus.

Family 4. Sacuonina, Margaretta
Salmo salar variegatus
Crustacea.
Orpzxa II. MALACOSTRACA, Crangon vulgaris (Lion.}
Family CaMcenribgs, Family Paeuni.
Cencer pagurus Pagurus Bernhardus
MEnas Family OxvanvscHe

Lithodes maia

Foamily Asracizn Litl
Maig sp. 4. Cancer araneus

_ Astacus *an_inplsr
viatilia

Botany,— Tieapinnts to be found in this parish are not of very
rare kinds ; there is, however, considerable variety. *

Conchology.-—The following is a list of shells found on the

shores of Peterhead and the neighbouring shores of St Fergus,

which " were submitted to Dr Fleming of King's College, Aber-

deen, and named by him, as sl:amd in the &mthtmai Account of

- 8t Fergus,

Helix arbustornmm
Turbo littoreus
Neriia littoralis
Matica aitida
Trur.;hua umhbilicatus

Cardinm edule

Mectra solida

Tronagx trunculus
Amphidesma prismatica
Cyprina lslandica

Fugius corpeus
Bostelleria pes-pelecani
Patella vulgata

levis

Pecten, varins

~ isiphins = BETOETS Veous gallina
~ abristus Anomin ephippine Venerapis puilastra
Cypres Europes Myltios edulu, var. In- ~ Virgines
amp [oddasents : © . cramatus. T : _ga]:nula mmmunlls ;
Parpurs Iapillys v Mogiolus 1uﬁnn eremilin vermivularis
B vt E]:]dﬂun"f Anodon Ana Heterodisce reversa
Fusos antiguus Alsamadon margaritifervm  Chiton margleatus

' The shores of the parish being rocky, are covered with weed
or ware to the lfow hﬁteh—nmrh' mad beyond it; as far as'the’ bottom
of-the sea can be seen through the water, there dre forests, if they

* Vide List én refendie.
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may be so designated, of submerged alge. These are so different-
in their external characters, and of such variety, that a wide field
iy presented for investigation and classification. A few of those
best known and most abundant may be named, viz.

Fueus vesiculosus Fucus digitatua Fucus pionatifidus
R T, ¥, 7 —— ECcharinus 1flva plana

—— ETTELLS = ggculentus

e——= bulbosus —me = palimatus

Fungi.— Of these there are many species growing on the links
and by the sides of dikes. The Agaricus campestris, or common
mushroom, is very abundant, and is gat,hered for catsup sauce.

Lichens and musci are also to be found in great variety upon
the rocks and shrubs, and in the mosses; and afford an ample
feld for investigation to those already acquainted in some degree,
or desirous of becoming acquainted, with this branch of natural
history.

11.——CiviL History.

Peterhead is mentioned in various acts of the Scottish Parla-
ment, The original charter of erection has been published. It
is a very distinct deed, and shows the commencement of the burgh
of barony, and the vocations of the original inhabitants,

Account of the Parish—The late Dr William Laing, of the
Episcopal chapel of Peterhead, published, in 1793, * An Ac-
countof Peterhead, its mineral wells, air, and neighbourhood.”
The Staiistical Account of Dr Moir was published in 1795.
In 1815, the late James Arbuthnot, Junior, Esq. published
“ An Historical Account of Peterhead, from .the earliest pe-
riod to the present time, comprehending an account of its trade,
shipping, commerce, and manufactures; mineral wells, baths, &e.
with an Appendix containing a copy of the charter of erection,”
&c. In 1819, Mr Peter Buchan published * Annals of Peters
head,” containing the same information as Mr Arbuthnoot’s account,
with such additional matter as he had been able to collect.

Historical Notices.—The Earls Marischall had their chief resi-
dence at Inverugie Castle, on the opposite side of the Ugie, in
the parish of St Fergus; but a large portion of the parish of Pe-
terhead was embraced in their estates. It would be out of place
here to enter into a historical aécount of that ancient family, which
will be found in the general history of Scotland. The founder of
Peterhead was also the founder of Marischall College, Aberdeen.
The last Ear] forfeited his estates in. 1715, in conpequence of. hin
adherence to the family of Stuart. The Pretender landed st Pe+

terhead in December 1715. The inhabitants were attached to
ABERDEEN. - . Z '
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the Marischall family, and in general embraced their views ; and, in
consequence, they on that occasion espoused the claims of the
house of Stuart.

There have bpen six Presbyterian ministers since the Revolu-
tion, viz. Mr Guthrie, Mr Brown, Mr Farquhar, Mr Walker, Dr
George Moir, and the present incumbent, Mr Donald. Two of
them, Mr Brown and Mr Farquhar, left Peterhead, and were set-
tled, the former at Belbelvie, and the other at Chapel of Garioch.

Land-oumers.—The present heritors of the parish are, the Go-
vernors of the Merchant Maiden Hospital of Edinburgh; Mrs
Gordan of Boddam and Sandford ; George Skelton of Invernet-
tie Lodge; George Arbuthnot of Invernettie; William Arbuth-
not of Dens and Downie-hills; Dr Cruickshank of Little Cock-
law; George Mudie of Meethill; Thomas Arbuthnot of part of
Meethill; James Sangster, part of Invernettie; Kenneth M‘In.
tosh, part of Invernettie; Charles Brand, part.of Invernettie;
William Donaldson of Cowhills; William Gamack, part of Inver-
nettie ; Robert Arbuthnot of Mount Pleasant and Blackhouse;
George Walker of Balmoor; Mrs Walker’s T'rustees, part of Bal-
moor ; Robert Walker, Senior, Grange; Robert Walker, Junior,
Richmond ; Alexander Stuart, Coplandshill; the Heirs of James
Hutchison of Richmond ; the T'rusi-Disponees of Mrs Hay Mu-
die of Meikle Cocklaw; the Trustees of the late Peter Hay of
Hayfield ; James Shirras of Berryhill; Robert Mavor of Windy-
hills; the Heirs of James Heid of Ellishill; and Roderick Gray,
part of Blackhill.

Autiguitice.~~"There are two old castles in the parish, Ravens-
crag and Boddam. Ravenscrag, in the barony of Torterston,
is said to have belonged to the family of Keith, who afterwards
scquired the lands of Inverugie by marriage. It is a fine ruin
and specimnen of an old baronial castle. The walls are in some
places eleven feet thick. It is supposed to have been built in the
eleventh or twelfth century. Boddam Castle was the residence of
a branch of the Marischall family : but it is not so ancient as Ra-
venscrag. Within the last twenty years various anmtiquities have
heen discovered within the parish of Peterhead and its immediate
peighbourbaod. On the estate of Cairngall, in the adjoining pa-
rish of Longside, two oak coffins or chests were discovered en re-
moving a tumulus of moss. One of them was entire, the other was
aol. . They had been hollowed out of .solid trees, and measured
each. soven feet by two feet. The sides were parallel, and the
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ends were rounded, and had two projecting knobs to faqilitate their
carriage. The bark of the trees of which they had been formed
remained on them, and was in the most perfect state of preaerva-
tion. No vestige of bones was found in gither of them. They
had been covered aver with slabs of wood, and lay east and west,
which indicated they had been used as coffins; but the absence of
bones or other human remains is difficult to be accounted for. - In
the parish of Cruden, in a little hill, about four feet belaw its apes,
a stone crypt or sarcophagus was discovered, contsaining a consi-
derable portion of two human skeletons; the one that of an adult,
the other of a young person, perhaps of twelve or thirteen years of
age; and also part of the skeleton of a dog; two clay urns, (&
larger and a lesser one,) rudely ornamented with bars or heops
scratched around the outside of them; seven flint arrow poinis;
two flint knives, (one of them considerably worn) 3 a polished stone
about four and one-fourth inches in length, neatly drilled through
ts four corners, and slightly concave on the one side, and convex
on the other. It is probable the polished stone had been applied
to the centre of the bow, to secure a more accurate discharge of
the arrow. A neck chain and baitle-axe were dug out of a tumu~
lus near to the place in the parish of Cruden, where it is supposed
that Malcolm IL and Canute fought a severe battle, and where
many tumuli were formerly to be seen. The neck chain is form-
od of jet and amber. The jet beads retain their original polish.
The lower bead measures about four inohes, the others from two
and a half inches to one inch. These beads were separated from
one apother by little formless masses of amber, covered with a
brown crust 3 but otherwise the amber was unchanged, unleas that
it may have heen more Dbrittle. The battle-axe is formed of
black flint. It is about seven inches long, and is less heavy than
those generally found ; most of which are formed of granulated
stones, and are larger and weightier than the one above alluded te.
The necklace had no doubt adorned the person of some Saan-
- dinavian chief.

A pewter flagon, of no inelegant ghape, and capable of holding
nearly a Scotch pint, was discovered in cutting a deep water course
through a peat bag. The metal was considerably oxidized. From
the form of the flagen antiquaries suppose it to have baen in ure
about the time of James 1V. or V. of Scotland. A small sbiot of
malleable iron was dug aut near the base of Ravenacrag Casthas
It is onp inoh aad three-quarters in diametar, and is the seocail
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one found near the same place. It is supposed that it had been
discharged from a wall-piece, and that the wall-piece had been
fired from the Castle of Inverugie, on the opposite side of the ri-
ver. . These antiquities are noticed here in consequence of hav-
ing been investigated by Mr Arbuthnot, and a record of them
preserved in his musuem.

Upon the top of Meethill, about a mile and a quarter from Pe-
terhead, there was a tumulus which had been allowed to remain
for ages untouched; and tradition assigned to it the place where
justice had been administered, and where the ashes of some chief
reposed.

The inhabitants of Peterhead received the promise of a perpe-
tual right to this tumulus, and about a quarter of an acre of ground
around it, in order to build a tower upon it, in honour of Earl
Grey and his political principles. In digging for a foundation a
stone crypt was found, containing an urn, or what had been used
as such; very different in shape, however, from common urns, be-
ing long and broad, and much in the shape of a bowl or dish.
Around the mouth, it was ornamented.'by a band of circular im-
pressions, in depth nearly one-eighth of an inch, and in field ra-
ther larger than a shilling. The human remains found were very
few, being only a fragment or two of the leg or thigh bones, and
part of the lower jaw, with the teeth still adhering. These re-
mains were placed in a glass case, and exhibited to the public, at
one shilling a head, and the proceeds applied towards the expense
of the tower ; which, however, still remains in an unfinished
state.

On the north side of the Den of Boddam, in a deep morass,
there are various pits, generally known by the name of the Picts
Camps; but they are with greater probability supposed to have
been an encampment of the Danes, when thﬂy made landings on
the east coast of Scotland.

- Public Buildings.—The Town-House, situated in Broad Street,
was built in 1788, It consists ef two floors and a ground area
The ground floor is used for shops, the first floor is occupied for
school-rooms, and the second is used for public business. Itis
surmounted by a handsome spire of granite, 125 feet in height.

The parish church is situated at the entrance of the town; it
was built jn 1803, and is calculated to contain upwards of 1800
sitters. It also has a spire built of granite, 118 feet in height
'The building of this church gave rise to an important question,
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viz. whether the feuars in the town were obliged to bear a share
of the expense along with the landward heritors, which was liti-
gated in the Court of Session and House of Peers. It was finally
decided that the building of the church was a parochial burden,
and that the heritors and feuars were liable in this burden accord-
ing to their real rents. The church is in good repair, and has
lately been lighted with gas.

The Episcopal Chapel, in’ Merchant Street, 15 a very neat
building, having a Gothic front of axe-dressed granite. It was’
built in 1814, and is calculated to contain 800 sitters.

. The present Cross was erected in 1832, partly by voluntary
subscription, on the occasion of the inhabitants obtaining. the pri-
vilege of voting for a Member of Parliament. It is = Tuscan
pillar of granite, surmounted by the arms of Earl Marischall, the
founder of the town.

There are various public halls in the town far the accommodas
tion of those who require them : a reading-room, 2 billiard-room,
and hot and cold baths.

The houses, both in the town and parish, are in general built
of granite, of excellent quality and colour, found in the neighbour-
hood. Many of the fronts are ashlar, pinkﬂdressed, while others
are axe-dressed and closely jointed.

Other Buildings.—There are two mills within the town, one im-
pélled by wind and the other by steam, for sawing timber. There,
are also two mills in the parish for manufacturing grain, chiefly
for the London market; one at Ravenscrag, and the other at In-
verpettie, both of which carry on a considerable trade, On the
estate of Boddam there is a spinning and carding-mill, impelled
partly by water and partly by steam. '

I11.—PoPULATION. ,
Although there does not appear to have been any official record

of the population previous to the year 1764, Dr Moir, from data.
contained in the charter of erection, estimated the inhabitants at
that time, 1593, to amount to 56, From an anonymous many-

seript, he found that in 1727 they amounted to 800,

In 1764 there were in the town, , T 12665
landward part of parish, 1154
o

In 1769 there were in the town, : . 1518
landward part of parish, 1188
. . Total, 2706 :
In 1790 there were in the town, . . , - 650
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Population of the town in 1801, . . . M4
parish  do. . - 227
Total, ——44%]
town in 1811, - . . B&56
country do. . . ‘ 1151
Total, — 4707
town in 1821, ; . . 4788
country do. . . . 1530
Total, 06313
town in 1831, . . 5312
country de. ’ . . 1588
Teotal, ——- 6695
In Jene 1831 the total number of males in the parish and town were 2805
females de. de. 3850

In all, ——6695
- Town. Country. Total.
Number of families employed in agriculture, 12 157 169

trade, manufactures, &c. 452 23 475
all other famjlies, . . N 854 125 079 |

Total number of families, 1623
Town. Country. Totul.

Number of housss umnshabited, . . . 21 8 20
inhabited, . . . &8 301 983

hovéed buillding, . . p 2 2

The average number of births for the last seven years has been . 270
deatha, do. do. . . 144

marringes,  do. do. . - & a1

The number of persons in the parish in 1831 under 15 years of age, was 2770
between 15 and 30, . 1496

80 and 50, . 1853

50 and 70, . 830

shove 70, . . 237

Total, 6695

Exclusive of searnmen Belonging to the port.
IV.—Inpustrry.
Agriculture.—'The whole surface of the parish, éxclusive of that

purt on which the town of Peterhead is built, extends to 9008 im-
perial acres, ae nearly as can be at present ascertainmed; about
8266 acres are under cultivation; about 72 are planted ; about
544 may still be brought ito ¢ultivation, including what is under
moss servitude; the remainder of 124 acres can only be partially
cultivated, in consequence of rock rsing to the sutface.
Planting.— Planting on the east coast of Scotiantd, especial-
Iy near to Peterhead, has hitherto been attempted only to a li-
mited extent. ‘The attempts which have been made have suc-
ceeded better than was anticipated. Near the sea hard-wood,
chiefly ash, éln, birch, beech, mountain-ash, plane, alder, and
willows have been planted. The first trees whith had been
planted in.this parish last century were at Ellishill and Inver-
nettie, &nd, nbtwithstanding the little extent and want of shel-

. ter, they have risen o a considerable size, and are still thriving.
' 3
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The late James Ferguson, Esg. of Pitfour, planted some small
clumps and corners on the estates of Balmoor and Richmond ;
these have made considerable progress, and continue in a healthy
state. The Governors of the Merchant Maiden Hospital planted
4 small belt around a piece of ground about half a mile from Pe-
terhead, intended to be a public carden. This belt continued to
thrive for some years, and the trees made rapid progress; but for
two or three years in succession, owing to north-easterly storms
the leaves were destroyed about the month of May; and, in con-
gequence, considerable number of the trees died. The blanks,
however, have been filled up with young plants, which are thriving,

George Arbuthnot, Esq. of Invernettie, has planted about seven
and @ half acres. The plants which he used were, ash, elm, plane,
Dutch alder, hirch, lime, horse-chestnut, and mountain-ash ; and
he mentions that the alder, ash,. plane, and elm have succeeded
best. He also tried some of the fir tribes, which did not succeed
at first; but he now finds that the white American spruce and sil-
ver firs are making strong and healthy shoots.

At some distance from the sea, and where the elevation above
it is greater, about forty acres have been planted with Scotch fir,
larch, and spruce, by the (Governors of the Merchant Maiden Hos-
pital, Whether the wood may come to be of value remains to be
soen. On the east coasty the young trees are often destroyed by

_the north-easterly storms, from which they require to be sheltered,

by being planted very thick, especially on the side exposed to the
sea. Harly pruning seems very detrimental, if not performed spar-
ingly.

Rent.—The rent of the arable land within the parish may be
stated at from bs. to L. 6 per acre, according to the quality and
situation. ]

Live-Stock.—The cattle raised are chiefly of the polied Buchan
bresd. Of late the Teeswater short horns have been partiaily in-
troduced, and crdsséd with the native breed. Differencés of opi«
nion are entertained tegarding the Teeswaver cattle and the cross
breeds from them,—-somé being of opinion that the Teeswater
come much sooner to maturity at not much more expenss for réar-
ing, and yield ﬂquaﬂy geod inilk and beef } while othars think that
the native breed is more easily reated, yielding better milk and
fiesh, and, with sgqual attention, would come to the same weights :
slthough not in the sante Gimde. Both breeds sre allowed to be ex«
cellent of their kind, and farther experience can alone determine
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whether the one is destined to supersede the other; or if both
should be retained, and kept distinet or crossed.

Sheep are not reared in sufficient numbers to deserve any par-
ticular remarks. ‘The horses are also of the native breed, and are
well fitted for the cart or plough. The following is nearly the
number of the live-stock in the parish in February 1837, viz.—
horses, 417 ; stots or oxen, 554 ; cows, 775; calves, 181 sheep,
108 ; swine, 99. :

Husbandry.—In the immediate neighbourhood of the town, the
lands are let in small lots to the inhabitants on leases of eight years,
and the following rotations are followed :— A four-shift course, con-
sisting of one division in turnips or potatoes ; one division in bear or
oats, sown with grass seeds ; one division in grass ; and one division
in bear or oats, after grass; or potatoes from two years old grass; oats
or bear after potatoes or turnips with grass seeds; first year's grass
and second year’s grass. In some instances, the lots are nearly all
in grass, in consequence of the rents received from fishermen em-
ployed in the herring fishery, who pay from L. 2 to L. 6 per acre
for the use of the ground to dry their nets. Upon the farms in
the parish, the rotation is generally either a five or a seven-course
shift. The five-course shift consists of two £rass crops in two suce
cessive years, one white crop after lea, a green crop or fallow, and
then another white crop. The seven course shift consists of three
grass crops in three successive years, two white crops after lea, a
green crop or fallow, and then another white erop.

- Within the last thirty years, the improvements in agriculture
have been very extensive ; the whole lands in the parish have been
drained, and roads have been made for the accommodation of the
farms. A regular system of farming has been adopted ; the fields
have been laid out, and, in many cases, enclosed to answer the im-
proved system of eropping ; and an extent of waste land, not less
than 1500 imperial acres, has been brought into cultivation, Much
benefit has bheen derived from deep ploughiftg, so as to mix
the subsoil with the topsoil, and to destroy the ferruginous inecrus-
tation or pan, which in many places divided the one from the other,
and rendered the soil impervious to water. By attending to the
improvements already effected, and adopting, when necessary, the
sande means, much may still be done to increase the value of land
in this parish, as there are many-facilities of obtaining manure
from the towh of FPeterhead, which do not exist in more remote

parishes,
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Improvements.—It may not be out of place bere to mention
shortly the progressive improvements of the parish, and the means
by which they have been effected. At the time of the last Sta-
tistical Account, the alternate system of husbandry had not been
adopted, and the state of agriculture had not been much improv-
ed for a very considerable period before. The late James Fergu-
son, Esq. of ‘Pitfour, was the first who introduced the slternate

-gystem of husbandry. He gave an example of the great benefit

resulting from good farming upon the estate of Balmoor, by drain-
ing, inclosing, dividing into regular fields, planting clumps of wood,
fallowing, liming, green-cropping, and laying out in grass. A con-
siderable part of this estate remains in grass, as laid out by Pit-
four, and returns high rents. The estates of Peterhead, Clerk-
hill, Auchtygall, and Torterston, belonging to the Merchant
Maiden Hospital of Edinburgh, and the estates of Invernettie
and Boddam, were the next which began to be improved. ‘The
tenants were bound to a regular rotation of cropping, roads were
made, the old fences were levelled, open ditches and drains were
formed, hedges were planted, the old ridges lavelled, and the
land divided into regular fields to answer the rotations agreed
upon. The same means were resorted to upon the other estates
in the parish, and the fields soon exhibited a very improved ap-
pearance, and became of much greater value, both to the proptie-
tors and tenants. _

The improvements on the estates of the Merchant Maiden Hos-
pital have been extensive ;—8851 ells of old feal dikes were
pulled down and levelled; 28,285 ells of open drains or ditches
have been cut: 11,146 ells of covered drains or sewers, built on
both sides, and covered with granite, were made ; 26,200 ells of
double “diteh and sunk or mound between the two ditches, plant-
ed with double hedges of hawthorn, and 3786 ells of double stone
dikes have been formed and built; and 13,155 ells of roads have
been made for the accommodation of the tenants.

While the already cultivated land was thus under progressive
improvement, the waste and (hitherto) uncultivated ground was
not neglected. Considerable progress was made by trenching with:
the spade and mattock, on the estate of Invernettie, and the other
estates in -the parish; but this mode was too expensive to afford
a reasonable return for the capital expended. It was afterwards
found that it was possible to improve these lands by the plough,
and this method was adopted very extensively on the estates of the
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Merchant Meiden Hpspital, and is now very generally followed on
other estates. It is shortly as follows: First, To remove the
stones from the surface, and from the soil in so far as they can be
seen; and this is done more easily, and at less expense, while
the surface has not been broken. Second, T'o drain the land efs
fectually ; and it has been found that one very deep drain, proper-
ly placed, supersedes the necessity of many others. Third, If the
upper soil is worthless, to plough it slightly, and burathe heath and
dead moss, which may be done at a very trifling expense in dry
weathen. Fourth, To plough the land with a very strong treach
plough, drawn by four steady horses or oxen, taking vare to keep
the plough below the moorband, where such exists. The first
plougling with the trench plough should be done when the land
is wet; during the dry season, in most cases, it would be impracticable,
#ifth, After the land has been trench ploughed, the stones that
have beeén ploughed up are also removed, inequalities in the soil
are made up by a levelling box, and the land is regularly fallowed,
dunged, limed, and cropped according to the nature of the soil.

By the means which have now been mentioned, 407 acres on
the Blackhill of Peterhead, belonging to the Merchant Maiden
Hospital, have been brought into cultivation, which had been re-
ported upon by the late Mt Alesander Low of Berwickshire as
- follows : “ The hill is very worthless, and bids defiance to the ope-
ration of the plough for improvement.” 'T'his hill‘is now nearly
all uhder a regular system of cultivation, and yields crops nearly
eéqual to the formerly cuitivated lands in the neighbourhood. In
improving this hill, roads have been made to the extent of 8780
ells; earth fences, 8621 ells; open and coverad drains, 5319 ells;
and stone dikes, about 4000 ells,

Rental.— At the time of the last Statistical Account, the ren-
tal of the parish amounted to L. 3000 ; in 1808, it was L. 4004 idn
1837, it amounted to L. 10,136.

The following account is given to show the number of acres
brought into cultivation in this parish since 1795, the éstates on
whichi these are situated, and the extent remaining uncultivated
atud waste mt the present time :

A: R. P

The totel aumber of imperial acres in the parish i P oss 3 2
) ) A' L
Wiisesof pladted, Maiden Howpieal, - 60 8 89
*  lavernettie, - -« 7 219
Under moxs servitude, capable of cultivation - 86 1 25
Enduliirmted, but wapaids of baing so, - 193 3 20
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A: R. P
Can only be partially cultivated, in consequence of tha
" rocks rising to the surface, - - 130 8 4 '
IR - " I 1
: B8 O 14
Cultivated at the time of the last Account, - - 6353 230
Brought into cultivation sinee 1795, - - 1954 1 25
Being upon the estates of the Merchant Maiden Hospital, 781 2 25 ,
estate of Boddam, - 152 13
Sandford, - - 83 2 5
Cowhills of Invernettie, 4f 8 28
Invernetiie Lodge, . 60 32l
Dens, partially cultivated before,
as nearly as can be ascertained, 2584 0 23
Upon patt of the north half of Invernettie, - a3 2 4
The balance, interspersed pasture, and waste, over ail the
estates in the parlsh, - - - 0 30
Acres, 1954 1 25 1954 1 25

Produce.~—It is somewhat difficult to approximate very near to
the truth, in estimating the gross value of the produce of this pa-
rish, owing to the produce of the lands in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of the town being of considerably greater value than
that of those parts.of the parish lying at a distance, and the great
difference in the rents of the one from the other ; but the follow-
ing may be taken as being not very far from a fair estimate.

The cultivated land is 8309 acres. The rotations are seven,

five, and four. Assume a five shift rotation, viz.—
} of 8309 peres »m 1661 acres in graln crop, at L. 4, 5e. per acre, L. 70590 5 O
== 33240

3 — in de. at L. 4, 10s, 14048 0O O
} = 1661 in lst year's grass, at L.8, 10w, 5818 10 ©
3 = 1661 in 2d do. at L.1, 15a, 2406 15 ©

Lﬂ],ﬁ.ﬂ 10 O

It has been generally held that the value of the gress produce

of land should be about equal to thrice the amount of the rental,
thus

‘The rental of this parish in 1837 is, as formerly sated, L.]J0,i 19 B
Maintenanos snd expense of labour, . . 10,136 19 B
Interest of capitsl and profit, . ' 10,186 19 8

0

L. 30,410 18

And the amount approximates very near to that of the value of
the gross produce ad given above.

Quarries.—There are extensive yuarries of granite in the parish.
From Stirlinghill, stones have been taken for the building of various
public works, including the Naval Docks at Sheerness, bridges, ps~
destaly, the pillar at the Horse Guards, Caritén Gardens, th 'the tib-
mory of the Duke of York, &¢. Blocks of lavge sive may be taised,
and the granite is of excellent qunlity, resembdiing; pethaps, neatet
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than any other rock in this country, the Egyptian granite or
syenite, It admits of being finely polished, and is now extensively
used for that purpose by Mr Alexander Macdonald of Aberdeen,
who has erected a steam engine for polishing granite, and has pro-
duced very fine specimens of his work, in chimney-pieces, pillars,
pedestals, vases, &c. As granite can be polished at less expense
and in a more perfect manner, by steam than by manual labour, it
18 likely to come into general use. The granite of Peterhead is
not inferior to that of Stirlinghill, while it is clearer in colour.
At Salthousehead is a quarry of beautiful gray or white granite of
excellent quality, but the roek is covered with a thick mass of clay.
The quarries on the Blackhill are extensive, and afford blocks of
large size ; the celour is somewhat different from that of the Stir-
linghill or Peterhead rock, but it is equally durable and more
easily wrought in the quarry,. being generally of large sizes
with open joints, and admitting of being easily squared by the
hammer. The granite of Blackhill, in one quarry, is similar to
that of Salthousehead.
The following is an account of the granite shipped at Peterhead,
from February 1817 to January 1822 :—
' Pavement Causeway blocks Buildiog blocks

. and crib in feet. in tons. in feet.
From Mr Hutchison of Cairngall’s

quarry in Longside, : ' HE0O0D 20 3920
From BStirlinghill, by Messrs Low

and Gibb, 3880 75 218,459

From Blackhill of E‘ru.den, and Salt-
bousehead, by Messrs Jolliffe,

Banks, and Bannerman, 0 97 52,994
Other shipments, . 4877 337 7880
; 14687 foet, 520 476,969 feet,
. or 513 tons. ' or 4,070 tons.
The value may be estimated as follows s~
14,697 feet of crib, at Os, . 1.588 15 3
520 tons of causeway blocks, . 264 10 0
476,983 feet of building blocks, at 4s, 6d. 107821 8 6
L.108124 8 o
- Freight of 35,112 tons, . . . 21,067 0 O

i

L.120,]91 8 ¢
. From the inexhaustible resources arising from these QUArries,
the excellent and durable quality of the rock, and their proximity
to the harbours of Peterhead and Boddam, there can be little
doubt, that,"in the execution of public works of importance,the
working of thems will afford employment to many labourers, and
tend to the improvement of the neighbourhcod. :
' 4
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Fisheries.— The fisheries of Peterhead have always been of great
importance to the town. The whale-fishery was for many years
of the first importance; of late :t has not been attended with its
former success; but there are still ten vessels employed in that
trade, and it is ot improbable that it may again become more suc-~
cessful, as the late failures have been occasioned more by bad sea-~
sons and an altered state of the ice at the fishing ground, than by a
decrease in the number of the whales.

It may be interesting to trace the success of the vessels belong-
ing to Peterhead, employed in the Greenland and Davis® Straits
Whale Fisheries since the commencement of that trade in 1788
to the prosent time. With this view the following account of the
success of these vessels, collected from the best sources of infor-
mation, is given :

No.of No.of Tons No. of No.of Tona
Years. ships. whalez of cil. Years. ships.  whales. of oil.,
1788, . 1 0 0 1813, 8 50 726
1789, 1 0 0 16814, 7 164 1390
1790, 1 1 } 4t 1815, 8 65 850
171, . 1 1 1818, 8 114} 866
1702, . 1 | 12 1817, IO 64 i ki
1793, . 1 5 59 1818, 12 135 1210
1794, . 1 0 0 1819, 13 74 780,
1795, 1 3 544 1420, i5 103 1130
1796, ] 0 0 1821, 16 1556 1836
1797, X & . 49 18232, * i6 Do 1237 -
1798, 1 7 7 1823, 15 268 2217,
1799, 1 8 964 1824, . 14 119 1684
1800, 1 8 77 1825, 16 46 643 ;
1801, 1 8 4?1 1828, . 14 83 1105
1802, i 1l 117 1827, . 13 154 1452
1803, 1 10 84 828, . 14 92 . 1247
1804, 2 36 2928 1829, 12 118 1445
1805, 2 a7 272 1830, 13 23 I8
1806, 2 5% 1+ 1831, 12 a4 430
1807, 2 43  8I8 1832, 11 159 1244
1808, 2 iy 299 1833, 11 213 1842
1809, 2 47 318 1834, 1l 99 1093
1810, 3 53 479, 1835, 1l 48 759
1811, 4 109 753 1836, . 11 il 100
1812, . 4 Bl 715 .
The altered state of the whale fishing has been made up in &

great measure to the community

attended the herring fishery.

by the success which has of late
Notwithstanding the Dutch had

from time jmmemorial carried on a successful herring fishery on
the coast opposite to Peterhead, it is not many years since this.
fishery was prosecuted to any extent at this place. It commenced
in 1820, at the suggestion of the writer of this aceount, by the gen-
tlemen of Peterhead, who entered into subscriptions with hiwa to
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give it a fair trial, and it has gone on increasing gradually and
steadily, Last season 262 boats were employed, and upwards of
40,000 harrels of herrings were caught. It is supposed that Pe.
terhead, being farther east than any other point in Scotland, must
at all times be one of the best stations for carrying on the herring
fishery, as, if the fish pass along the coast, they must pass very
near to this headland; and as the tides are strong, the best fish
can only make head against them. In paint of fact, the curers
acknowledge that the herrings caught at Peterhead are of supe-
rior quality.

The shoals of herrings are followed by spout whales, and an
attempt, not without success, was last season made to catch these
whales. The necessary apparatus was invented by Mr Robert
Hutchison of this place ; and there remains little doubt that, in
the present season, he will be able to establish the practicability of
whale fishing on our own shores ; and thus introduce a trade which
may be of no small consequence to the country. Mr Hutchison’s
object is to kill the large finners. Last season he succeeded in
killing three ; but in consequence of their having sunk, he after-
wards lost them. When they had lain some time at the bottom,
they again floated, in consequence of the expansion of gases gene-
rated in them, and were afterwards found. He thinks, however,
that this season he will be able to keep hold of them by the lines.
The cod, ling, haddock, and whiting, are to be found in great .
abundance on this coast, and are caught and exported in their
seasons. DBesides these, flounders of all kinds, roughback, plaise,
sole, halibut, turbot, skate, dog, and catfish, and a great variety
of others, including the lobster, mackerel, and crab are to be found.
All these afford ample means for the extension of the white fish-
ery, and a mine of wealth yet remains to be explored as a reward
to the exertions of those who may embark in the fisheries at Peter-
head. ' '

Manufactures.— There are no extensive manufactures of woollen
or cotton goods in Peterhead ; there are, however, experienced
and well employed tradesmen and mechanics in every department
usually found in larger towns. 1t iz to be regretted that manufac-
tures have pot hitherto been introduced. Peterhead seems well
adapted for sach establishments ; for although there are not
sufficiont waterfalls near the town, there are such in the parish;
T'here is a sufficient quantity of water in the town for working by
steam, apd the barbours afford facilities for exporting gnd import-
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ing. As has been before-mentioned, a carding and spinping-mill;
on & small seale, has lately been erected on the estate of Boddam ;
and if the projector of it shall be successful, others may be mndu-
ced to commence works of a similar nature, a sufficient quantity of
water could be accumulated as a moving power, and there are va-
rious falls unoccupied. )

From the increase of population in Peterhead, the excellence
of the harhours, the highly cultivated district adjoining, the con-
sequent abundance of provisions, and the excellent and cheap ma-
terials for building, found in the neighbourhood, it may be pre-
sumed that those having a knowledge of manufactures would find it
their interest to settle at Peterhead,

Brick-worh.—The Invernettie brick-work hasbeen in operation
for about forty years, It is now within the Parliamentary houndary
of the burgh, and is situated about a mile to the south of the town.
The bed of clay is wrought to the depth of thirty to forty feet.
Building bricks and tiles of excellent quality are made at this work ;
and, besides what are required in the district, a very considerable
quantity is exported annually, chiefly to the Moray Frith. The
proprietors have lately erected a small harbour in the immediate
vicinity of the work, for the accommodation of their trade.

Rope-worh.— A rope-work is carried on, on the west side of the
turopike road, between the town and the brick-work, and another
in the town. ‘The business done is considerable, chiefly in wak-
ing ropes for ships belonging to Peterhead, or frequenting the port-

Gas-work.—In 1838, a joint-stock company was established in
Peterhead for the manufacture of gas. The buildings are situated
in Longate, and the business is conducted by a board of directors
and a manager.

Kelp or Sea-ware.~The kelp shores in this parish during the
late war were of considerable value, yielding a rental of upwards
of L. 120 per annum. They are now unlet, as it has been found
here that kelp will not yield more than the expense of manufac-
turing it ; it is, therefore, of importance o find out any other uge-
ful purpose ta which the sea-ware or fuci can be applied.. Jt will
be found that the kelp-ware may be cut, dried, and carried 0 @
considerable distance at legs expense than the wet ware. caat on
shore by the violence of the sea; and s single cart-lnad of dried
ware is equal to six oart-loads, of wet ware,—for example, 8 oart-
load may be cut and carried oo ghore for 6d, and dried for 8d;
which is equal to 4s. 6. for a load of dried.ware ; and a4 six losss
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368 ABERDEENSHIRE:

of wet wara are only equal to one_of dry ware, and the expense of
carrying a load of wet ware to a distance of four miles is 2s,
the carriage of the six loads would be }2s., while an equal quan-
tity of dried ware would only cost for cotting and drying 4s. 64,
and carriage 2s., in all 6s. 6d., leaving a balance of 8s. 6d. in fa-
vour of the dried ware when carried an equal distance, supposing
it, in either case, to be got without any other price than the ex-
pense of cutting and gathering. | It will aiso be found that the ware
does not lose any of its powers as a manure by being dried. The
ware may be used, 1s¢, mixed with earth or peat-moss, by which it
is decomposed ; 2d, mixed with stable-yard dung; Sd, as a litter
for cattle or horses; 4¢h, as fodder (in part) for cattle, it having
been found that cattle will feed upon it. The three first of these
uses bave been experimented upon with success in this parish.
The last suggestion, that it might be used for the purpose of feed-
ing cattls, would require to be more fully put to the test of expe-
rience before any thing can be asserted with confidence regarding
its qualities in that respect. During the last season, it was, in
a few cases, used for the above purpose, and said to be relished by
the cattle. The best mode of using it would, perhaps, be to cut
it along with the straw, and mix both together. It is probable, that
it might be improved by being steamed before being used. It may
be added that the species of ware most esteemed by kelp-makers,
<alled black ware, will be found to be more powerful as a manure
than the red ware cast upon the shores duringstorms. Inboth cases,
whether used as a manure or for feeding cattle, it is an object well
worth the attention of agriculturists near the coast ; and it is to be
hoped that experiments may be made, and the result communicat-
ed to the public.
V.—Parocurar Economy.

Town of Peterhead.—The town of Peterhead stands upon a pe-
ninsula projecting into the German Ocean, and forming the most
easterly point of land in Scotland. "The isthmus which connects
the town and country part of the parish is about 800 yards in
breadth. Dr Moir states that the town, which bad then been only
a stoall fishing village, with the adjoining lands of considerable
value, belonged to the abbey of Deer in 1560, and that, in that
year, Queen Mary appointed Robert Keith, son of William fourth
Earl Marischall, commendator of Deer. Peterhead was erected
into a burgh of barony by George Earl Marischall in 1398, It
coutinued a part of the estates of the Earls Marischall until thé
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attainder of the last Earl, in consequence of his accession to the
Rebellion in 1715. It was then purchased by the York-Buildings
Company, who sold it to the present proprietors, the Governors of
Maiden Hospital, founded by the Company of Merchants of the
city of Edinburgh and Mary Erskine, in 1728, '

The original inhabitants appear to have been fishers, and the
chief trade carried on at Peterhead, for a lorg time after it became
a burgh of barony, was the white-fishing, in which the proprietor
had an interest by drawing teinds of the fish caught. The fish-
ermen were taken bound to assist in the erection of a harbour,
which they did, and which still remains under the name of Port
Henry. By the original charter in 1593, the Earl Marischall esta-
blished a municipal government in the town in the following terms:
“ For gyding and rewiling of the quilk brugh, the said Erle and
his foresaidis sall elect, nominat, and chuse baillies, clerkes, and
otheres officeares, necessares and meit for the governement of the
samin, of the nichbouris, and féwares of the said brugh, actuall in-
duellers for the time, within the same, the said Erle alwyse and
his foresaidis remaning proveist or sd baillie yairof,” &c. And
this system of municipal government continued until the passing
of the Parliamentary Burgh Reform Act. By this act the muni-
pal government has been vested in twelve counciliors, who, from
their own number, choose a provost, three baillies, and a treasurer,
and the boundaries of the town have been defined and considera-
bly extended, embracing part of the lands of Black House and
Invernettie, beyond the limits of the barony of Peterhead. The
barony of Peterhead, besides the estates of Peterhead proper,
embraces the lands-of Clerkhill, Auchtygall, and Collielaw. The
lands of Torterston are erected into a separate barony, under the
name of the Barony of Torterston. ' :

The town of Peterhead has been much extended, and the num-
ber of its inhabitants has greatly increased since the last Statistieal
Account was written. 'The ground now occupied by the town ex-
tends to about 70 imperial acres, of which about 20 are occupied
by streets. ‘The length of the streets is about 4 miles i furlongs
and 148 yards. The number of inhabited houses is about 1000,
The rental of houses and warehouses in the town is about L.7500.

Konheads.— The Ronheads is situated within the burgh, oppo-
site a ridge of rocks on the north side of the north harbour. It
is inhabited chiefly by fishermen, who supply the town with “fish,
and act as pilots. Some of these at least may be reasonably sup=-
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370 ABERDEENSHIRE.

posed to be descendants of the original inhabitants. They have
hitherto got the stances of their houses rent free, in consequence
of being bound by the original charter to pay teind fish to the
proprietors of the ground. Owing to the fishermen being also
pilois, and some of them seamen and shipmasters, they do not pay
that attention to the fishing which its mmportance deserves., The
original harbour, built in 1593, and named Port Henry, is occu-
pied by the fishermen’s boats. '

Buchanhaven.— This village is also now within the Parliamen-
tary boundary of the burgh. The inhabitants are employed in
the white and herring fisheries. Five herring boats, and five white-
fishing boats belong to it. A small harbour has been erected for
the accommodation of the fishermen belonging to the village.

Community of Feuars,— Certain properties and privileges of
commonty and common pasturage, fuel, feal, and divot were grant-
ed to the original feuars of Peterhead, by Earl Marischall in the
charter of erection, In 1774, these properties and privileges were
confirmed by the Governors of the Merchant Maiden Hospital,
who agreed to divide the commonties, and they accordingly con-
veyed those parts of them which fell to their feuars, to certain of
the feuars, for themselves, as feuars of the town of Peterhead, and
a8 trustees for and in name of the haill other (then) feuars there-
of, and of all such persons as should at any time thereafter be-
come feuars of the said town or lands, and the heirs and succes-
sors of all (the then) present and future feuars, to be improved
and applied as a majority of the said feuars, at the time, and from
time to time, should think fit, for the public good and utility. of the
said town. In the charters subsequently granted a share of these
properties and privileges is conveyed to the individual fevars. The
rental of the feuars’ properties now amounts to about L. 260 per
aooum. = These properties are claimed by the magistrates, in vir-
tue of the Burgh Reform Act; and this claim has been resisted on
the part of the hospital and their feuars, on the ground that the same
are private property, arising out of legal deeds between superior
and vassal. . In order to have this point decided, mutual . actions
of declarator have been raised, and are now depending in the Su-
preme Court. These actions, it is probable, would not have been
necassary if proper inquiries had been made before the act was
passed,

Museum belonging to ddam Arbuthnot, Fisg.~The formation of
this museum has been the work of ahout twenty years. It con-
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tains subjects and specimens connected with the various branches
of natural history, mineralogy, geology, &e. There is also a col-
lection of antiquities, a portion of which is rendered particularly
interesting, as they have been found in our own country, and some
of them in our own immediate neighbourhood. The museum em-
braces likewise a valuable and interesting collection of coins. The
English coins embrace the whole period from the time of Edgar
to that of William 1V ; the Scotch, from William the Lion te
James VI. The Grecian coins consist of those of the princi-
pal petty states ; of Philip, King of Macedon, and Alexander the
Great. The Roman coins comprehend not only those of the Lm-
perors, but also of the consuls, coadjutors, and usurpers. The mu-
seum is always accessible to the publie.

Police.—The town of Peterhead obtained an act of Parliament,
in 1820, for supplying the inhabitants with water, and for paving,
lighting, and otherwise improving the streets. Previous to the
passing of this act, the inhabitants were supplied with water from
the roofs ofetheir houses, or from wells dug in the neighbourhood
of them: and in either case the supply was precarious, and the
water of bad quality. Considerable expense had been incurred
in searching for good spring water within a moderate distance
from the town, but without success. At length, in draining upon
the estate of Auchtigall, a very copious spring was found, yielding
upwards of forty gallons of pure spring water per minute. This
spring is now conveyed to the town, a distance of 2 miles, & fur-
longs, and 10 yards; and the inhabitants enjoy the comfori of an
adequate supply of excellent water fit for every domestic purpose.
Before the Police Act was obtained, the streets had been much
improved by removing obstructions and inequalities, and substi-
tuting metalling for rough undréssed stones, with which they were
paved. Side paths were laid off, and paved either with dressed
granite, or crib and pebbles. ‘

The expenses incarred in bringing water into the town amount-
ed to L.3167. The annual rate of assessment has hitherte been
1s. 9d. per pound, which is applied to pay the interest of the
money borrowed, and for lighting the streets and executing the
other purposes of the act. T

Post-Office.—The revenue of the post-office for the last seven
Years has been as under.

For 1850, - L.718 15 104 For J5884, - lL.81% 1 ©
1831, - 781 5 2 1845, - g11 6 2
i8a2, - R 2 4 - 1838, - &4 12 8
is3s, . 80712 8%
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making in all L. 5724, 12s. 04d., which, divided by seven, gives
for the average revenue L.B17, 16s.

Turnpike Roads.—The turnpike roads are, the south road to
Aberdeen, the west to Banff, and the north to Fraserburgh,
amounting altogether in length to about nine or ten miles within
the parish.

Coaches.—"There are four coaches connected with Peterhead:
the Mail to and from Aberdeen daily; the Mail to and from
Banfl daily; the Defiance stage-coach to and from Aberdeen
daily ; and the Lord Saltoun stage-coach betwixt Peterhead and
Fraserburgh every alternate day.

The Harbours.~"These harbours, from their peculiar situation
at the termination of the most easterly promontory of land in Scot-
land, and the great resort to them, deserve particular notice.

The earliest notice taken of these harbours is in the charter of
erection of the town of Peterhead, by George Earl Marischall, in
1593. In that charter the Earl binds himself to “ build ane bul-
wark in the mouth of the haven called Port Henry.” . This bul-
wark was accordingly erected by his Lordship, and is the same for-
merly noticed as being used by the fishermen in the Ronheads for
landing their boats, The bulwark is built in a very rough man-
ner, with masses of undressed granite, It has never required to
be repaired, and the original pieces of cak timber used as moor-
g posts, ave still in a serviceable state., This harbour is capable
of holding from six to eight vessels, not exceeding 100 tons bur-
den ; but is seldom used except by the fishermen for their boats.

It does not appear at what time the south haven or harbour had
been erected, but it does not seem to have been of much import-
ance at the beginning of last century; for in 1702, the whole re-
venue arising from it was enly L. 71, 6s. Scots, and it was eca-
pable of containing a very few vessels of small size. It would seem
that at this time the pier of the harbour had fallen into decay, and
was in need of repair. In the year.1705, in consequence of the
great public utility of these barbours, an act of the Privy-couneil
of Scotland was passed, anthorizing a.voluntary contribution for
repairing the harbours of Peterhead, to be made throughout the
three Lothians, and all north-of the Forth. No collection, how--
ever, was made in consequence of this act, the Earl Marischall
baving been of opinion that he would be able to obtain more effi-
cient assistance from the British Parliament; but in consequence
of his being engaged soon after in the Rebellion, the matter was
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never by him brought before Parliament, and the harbour conti=
nued in the same ruinous state atthe time of his forfeiture in 17186.

The estate and harbours of Peterhead, after Earl Marischall’s
attainder, were purchased from Government by the York-Build-
ings Company ; but this company adopted no measures for repair-
ing the harbours, although a petition was presented to the mana-
gers, pointing out the urgent necessity of having them repaired.
In 1726, the estate was sold, along with the harbours, to the Go-
vernors of the Merchant Maiden Hospital of Edinburgh, wheo still
continue superiors of the town and harbours. At that time, from
the limited extent of the harbours, and the state of repair they
had fallen inte, the revenue amounted only to L. 12 per annum 3
and only three small vessels belonged to the port. In July 1729,
an act of the Convention of Royal Burghs was obtained in favour of
the town of Peterhead, for a voluntary contribution throughout all
the burghs of the country for repairing these harbours. It does
not appear what the extent of the contribution obtained was, but
it would appear it had not been adequate to the repairs, for in
1730, the ship-masters of Leith, and merchants of Edinburgh
gave an attestation of the great public utility of these harbours;
and the town-council of Edinburgh authorized a collection to be
made in all the churches of the city and its neighbourhood, which
was made accordingly, and amounted to L.240, 14s. 6d. Sterling;
and so much anxiety was evinced for the repairs of these harbours,
that, in February 1740, an assembly was held in Edinburgh in aid
of the other collections for this purpose.

From the year 1740 to the year 1771, it may be supposed that
the trade of the town had not made rapid progress ;—the follow-
ing being the annual amount of the harbour duties at different pe-
tiods in that interval ; in 1741, L. 20, 8s. 4d.; 1751, L.380; 1761,
L. 50, 15s.; 1771, L. 59, 10s.

* In 1771, it would appear that the south harbour had again fal-
len into disrepair, and, with the aid of contributions from the royal
burghs, from the superiors, from private individuals, and from
money raised upon the security of the property belonging to -the
community of feuars, the harbour began to be again repaired.
About this time the plan of the present south harbour was obtain-
od from the late Mr Smeaton, engineer, and the building.of it ac--
cording to his plan commenced in June 1778, The construction
of the old south harbour was just the reverse of that of the new
one. The old harbour was enclosed by iwo curved piers towards. -
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the sea, having an opening for the mouth, and the effect of this
was, that the harbour was not quiet within. The present south
pier Is concave towards the sea, so as to make the waves run along
it from each end until they meet in the centre, when they destroy
each other and are thrown off seaward. 'The west pler is nearly
at right angles with the south pier, and is covered by it, and the
former has a jetty running eastward, parallel with the south pier,
which protects the interior of the harbour from the seas which may
yet get round the end of the south pier.

By a.contract entered into between the governors of the hospital
and their feuars in 1774, the latter acknowledged that the har-
bours, quays, anchorages, shore-dues, and petty customs, and
emoluments arising therefrom, were disponed, and belonged to
the hespital as part of their estate. Nevertheless, the governors,
for the encouragement of their feuars, and for promoting the pub-
lic good and utility of the town, agreed that the rents and profits
. of these subjects should be received and applied by their feuars

for the time being, or the majority of them, for enlarging, build-
ing, repairing, and upholding the harbours, piers, shores, and
other publie works within the town, in time coming, but always
under the inspection, and subject to the control of the governors,
or such person or persons as they should appoint, from time to
time, for that purpose. The piers of the south harbour were
completed in 1731, and cost L. 8256, 6s. 10d.; but even after
that expenditure, the harbour was only capable of containing about
twenty sail of small vessels. The rock and other stuff continued
to be excavated from the interior of the harbour, in consequence
of which the accommodation to vessels was rendered greater, and
the trade and revenue increased, as will be seen from the following
account of the annuzl revenue, at different times, from 1772 ta

1807 :
Years. Annual Revenue. *
FT72, . L.50 5 @
1782, . . 23 &5 O
1782, . = 65 0 0
1802, . 122 0 O
1807, . 173 O ©

At the latter period the harbour had been se much enlarged
as to be capable of contzining b0 or 60 sail of vessels : but even
this increased rreans of accommodation was found inadequate to
the trade of. the place; and the late Mr John Rennie, engineer,
was applied to for a plan and estimate for extending the south
harbour, and for building a na;v north harbour; and an act of
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Parliament was applied for and obtained, for the further improves
ment of the south, and the erection of the north harbour. Boon
after this, 50,000 cubic yards of rock and other stuff were ex-
cavated from the bottom of the south harbour,—the jetty of the
west pier was extended 40 feet,——a quay, extending 300 feet in
length, was built upon the east side of the harbour,—an addition of
“bout 200 feet in length was made to the west pier, which cost
sbout L. 18,800, including a grant of L. 3500 obtained from the
Commissioners for Highland Roads and Bridges out of the For-
foited Estates’ Fund. By these improvements the south harbour
was rendered capable of containing from 100 to 120 vessels in
complete safety. ‘The rock and other stuff taken from the bot-
tom of the south harbour, was deposited in the direction of a
small rocky island, called the Greenhill, so as to connect it with
the south, and form the boundary of the north harbour; and
this stuff was protected from the sea by a bulwark. The trade
and shipping still continued to increase ; and in 1815 it was found
that additional accommodation had again become necessary. Un-
der these circumstances, the governors of the hospital and the
trustees of the harbours again applied to the Parliamentary Com-
missioners for Roads and Bridges, and made offer to find security
for one moiety of the expense of erecting the north harbour, and
building a graving dock, which had become very necessary, in
consequence of many vessels being stranded, and sustaining da-
mage during the winter season upon the coast meat to Peterhead.
The Commissioners having agreed to grant one moiety, ordered
a survey and estimate to be made by the late Mr Thomas Telford,
civil-engineer. Mr Telford accordingly gave in a report and
plans for the works. The harbour was begun to be boilt in 18183
but, owing to the exposed situation of the breakwater or great pier,
and its having to sustain the great force of the sea from the east
and north, when in an unfinished state, and in consequence uUb-
protected, it was totally destroyed by a tremendous stormi which
occurred in October 1819. Upon being applied to, the Com-
missioners agreed to bear one-half of the expense of rebuilding
the pier, which was immediately set about; and the north har-
bour, according to Mr Telford’s plan, was finished in September
1822, at an expense of L. 25,194, 2a. 3id. ‘This harbour, being
unprotected on the north side, the trustees soon after commenced,
to build a pier in that direction, which s now to be completed,

& The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



376 - ABERDEENSHIRE.

and is at present under execution, by contract, for the sum of
1. 4680,

The first Act of Parliament for the improvement of these har
bours was to continue for twenty-one years, and, therefore, it be-
came necessary to apply fora new act; and accordingly, in 1827,
an act was obtained with additional powers to the trustees and un-
limited in duration.

The effects produced by the improvement of the harbours of
Peterhead will be seen from the increase of shore dues from 1807

to the present time, 1st March 1837.

Y ears, Annual Revenue, Yoars, Annual Revenue.
1808, . .37 1 5 1823, . I.1445 0O O
15040, . 867 1 4 1824, . 1445 ()
1810, . 495 0 0 1R25, . 1663 18 ©
1811, . 525 0 0 1828, . 1660 O 0O
i8ne, . S5 0D 0 1827, . 1660 ¢ O
1813, . s 0 0 1828, . 1660 0 O
1814, . 67 ¢ O 15230, . 1537 17 0}
1815, . 875 0 O 1830, . amed 4 8
1814, ' o0 O 0 1831, . 1961 1 D
1817, . 1240 0O O iaa2, . 1901 © 3§
1818, . 1247 15 O 1833, ; 24 2 10
18149, . 1255 10 O 1834, N 2473 0 B
1824}, . 1425 0 0O 1835, . 2568 IR 4
Easal, . 1425 O O 18386, . 2663 10 11
1a2e, ; 1430 17 & 1837, . 2870 8 2

Various improvements of these harbours have been contem plat-
ed, which are well deserving of being undertaken at the national
expense, their object being of national importance.

The area of the south harbour is 6.6 imperial acres. The area
of the north harbour 10.86 imperial acres. The length of the
south quay of the south harbour is 480 feet, its greatest breadth
is 42 feet, the height from the base to the top of the parapet 40
feet. The extreme length of the west quay is 653 feet ; iength
of parapet, 3251 feet: height of parapet, 26 feet ; greatest breadth
at entrance, 90 feet. The total length of quays at the north har-
bour is 2219 feet, Area of these quays 4 acres, 3 roods, 28 poles
imperial, '

Ezports~—From lst January 1836 to st January 1837 ; the

leading articles of export were

Grain, . . 27,164 quarters,
Meal, . . 14,424 bolls.
Chesats of eggs, each 130 dozen, 1i10

Butter 112 Ib. per cask, . 33483 casks.

. ' Fork in barrels, cach 2 cwe, 1634
« Cod fish in barrels, . 1065
Potatoes, . . 400 tons.

Herringe, . _ 48,780 cranes.
The whale fishery failed last year; but, taking an average of the
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five years preceding, 11 vessels brought yearly 4958 tons of blubber,
yiclding 3305 tovs of oil ; and 271 tons of whale fins, which were
again exported.

Imports.—The imports during the same period were as under:

Sugar, ' . 108 hhds.

Do : . . 202 mats
Ale and porter, . . . 855 hhds.
Rum and whisky, besides smaller casks, 166 puncheons.
Malasses, . . . 214 dao.
Boap, . . . . 103 chests
Tea, 3 . . 279 do.
Flour, ; P . . 2040 sacks
SBalt, . . . . 3081 tons
Clothiery goods, . . . 1,098 barrel bulks.
Haops, . . . 69 packets
Wool, . . . . 24 760 1bs.
¥ron, ] : . 150 tons
Wooden hoopa, . . . 550 bundies
Lime, N - . 49,716 bushels
Rone manune, . 515 tona

Foreign and British timber amounting in value to L. 6000.

Harbour Revenue.~The revenue of the harbours for the year,
fromm 1st March 1836 to 1st March 1837, arose from

Anchorage and wintering dues, . . L.551 11 1
Herring fishery, . . . . 963 7 2
Whale fishery, . : - 1712 9
Grain and meal, . ' . . aoa 2 4
Cosla, . . . . ol4 11 @
E.ime, p . . . . 43 5 0
Timber, . . . . 112 6 2
Merchant goods, . . . . 248 9 9
Sundry exports and imports, . . 321 14 11
Warehousa rent, . . . . 8 710

L2878 8 2

The number of vessels which entered the harbours during the
same ‘period was 832, and their tonnage 48,186, The number
of ships belonging to the Port of Peterhead on the 1st January
1837 was 82, and their tonnage 11,022.

. The number of wind-bound vessels which have entered the har-
bours for the four years from 1833 is as follows :—

In 1833, . 253
1834, . 216
1835, . 209
1836, . 240

which shows of what importance these harbours are to the general
trade and shipping interests of the country ; and this importance
will be greatly increased, when the pier now under execution is
finished, as the harbours will then be capable of affording accom-
modation to steam vessels. '
Custom-—House.~The merchants and ship-owners of Peterhiead
have often applied to have the full establishment of a custom-
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house, but hitherto without effect. Of late, the officers have beeg
reduced in number, while their duties have increased,*

Village of Boddam.~—This village is situated about three miles
to the south of Peterhead, on a projecting point of land, a little
to the north of Stirlinghill. It has a south and north boat har
bour, the latter being also capable of receiving ships of moderate
draught of water; these harbours are only separated from each
other by a beach of small rounded stones. The hight-house at
Buchanness is situated on an island, separated from the mainland
and the village by these harbours. Population of the village 460,

The number of herring boats belonging to Boddam will amount
for this year to 23. The annual preduce of the Boddam herring
fishery may be fairly stated at L. 100 per boat on an average of
Seasons.

"There are three prineipal fishings, called the summer, the her-
ring, and the winter fishings. The summer or haddoek fishiug,
which occupies from March to July in catching, preparing, and
going to market with the produce,-is carried on in 22 smaller sized
boats, manned with four men each, and generally a boy, who has
a small share. From 25,000 to 30,000 fish are considered a fair
fishing, and they generally bri ng from I. 3 to L. 4 per thousand,
according to their size and quality.

The berring fishing occupies the months of July, August, and
September : after this the fishermen go for their bait, and ocea-
sionally go to sea, or prepare for the winter or cod fishing. 'This
last is carried on in twelve boats, of a size between that of a her-
ring boat and commeon’ fishing yawl, each boat being manned by
six men. From 1200 to 1800 cod fish to each boat is considered
an excellent fishing, and these bring 4d. to 6d. each, according
to size. This fishing ends at Candlemas, when the fishermen

"again go to supply themselves with bait, and thereafter prepare
for the summer fishing.

The common kinds of fish caught here are, the cod, the had-
dock, and whiting, with occasionally the turbot, ling, and skate.
The fishing is made at uo very great distance off the coast. Un-
til a market was found in summer for haddoeks, which is the time
they are in poorest condition, the fishermen were in the habit of
going to what was called the deep sea fishing, at a bank, a long
way off the coaet, where they were very successful in catching ling,
cod, turbot, skate, and flat fish of different kinds ; but for some

" Since tbe above was written, the establishment of a Custom-house has been
grantedl to Peterhead.
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years back this fishing has been entirely given up, as the sunsmmer
iried haddocks have proved more profitable. From the locality
of Boddam, extending into the German Ocean, and nearly as far
east as Peterhead, the haddocks are always within the reach of
the fishermen. These haddocks, when taken from the boat, are
split up, carefully washed, and salted in heaps upon the beach;
alter lying a sufficient time, they are carried to the rocks and
spread out, one by one, great care being taken to preserve them
from occasional rain. They are every night gathered into heaps,
and again spread out in the morning. After being sufficiently
dried, and in condition for preserving, they are taken home and
stored vp. Previous to being taken to market, they are smoked
on spits with peat smoke, which gives them a fine colour and an
agreeable flavour. They are then put into one heap, and strongly
pressed down, which gives them a fine marketable appearance.

The fish from Boddam obtain a decided preference in the
market,—partly from the great care taken upon them, by the people
themselves, but in a great measure owing to the rocks along the
shore on which the fish are dried, and which are quite clean and
free from sand.

‘The average value of the lasi five years’ fishing has been nearly
as follows s~

The crews of 21 boats with four men each, say at L.25 each man, L.2100 O O
The fishing of 12 boats with six men each, say ot L. 8 each man, 576 0 O
L.2676 © O

The yearly value of the fish used by the fishermen, and of oil made by
them, and of the dog fish, and refuse told for manure, may be esti-

mated at L.20 for each family, and, taking the number of families at
mp thE SN il':lrg. = . - & . ] ﬂ 'l}
Total exclusive of herrings, . L.4276 0 O
Add estimated produce of berring-fishery, 2000 0 O
L6276 © O

which, divided among 80 families, gives nearly L. 80 to each.

It would be improper to overlook the outlay incurred by the
fishermen, which is considerable. Each boat while at the herring-
fishing requires to have a hired man, whose wages are equal to one-
eighth part of the price of a crane of berrings. Female servants are
engaged, not for the half year, but during the fishing, perbaps for
three months, and their wages are from L« @ to L.2, 10s s
considerable quantity of salt, bark, hemp, hair, &c. are necessary
for the general fiskings, and the boats used aze of the best quality,
and are never kept above seven or eight years, when they are dis-
posed of to less wealthy fishermen, and replaced by new ones, A
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summer line costs L. 8, and a winter one L. 4, and many of these
are annually lost, .

All the haddocks caught during the past winter have been sold
to curers in Peterhead, and the haddock-fishing in winter has now
become a new branch of industry; formerly the cod-fishing was
the principal winter fishing, in the course of which the fishermen
generally caught a sufficient supply for their own use and the
home market ; since this opening has occurred, however, they huve
thought it worth their while to prosecute the haddock-fishery, and
during last season they have been benefited to the extent of about
L. 2 each man. The winter is the season when the haddocks are
in the best condition ; and it is supposed, that if the finest of these
were packed with ice, in the same manner as salmon, they could
be conveyed to the most distant market in fine condition.

Boddam has greatly increased within a few years. It has derived
much benefit from its proximity to the Buchanness Lighthouse,
affording as it does a land-mark to the fishermen. If a harbour
were erected it might soon be expected to become a large trading-
place. With the exception of Newburgh there is no other place
between Aberdeen and Peterhead where a harbour could be erect-
ed. It is thought that an outlay of from L.1500 to L.1800 would
make a most commodious little harbour. There would al ways be
a greater depth of water there than in the present harbours of
Peterhead, and an entry could be made from the south or north.*

Many of the fishermen appear, both from name and remaining
habits, to be of Dutch extraction; they are doubtless the descen-
dants of those fishermen who were brought over by King William,
and planted along the east coasts of Scotland and England. They
retain a good deal of primitive simplicity. There are now few of
the young men who cannot read, write, and cast up accounts in a
very creditable way. like all others of the same occupation,
both sexes generally live to an advanced age; they marry young,
and have in general large families,

Buchanness Lighthouse—In the year 1819, a petition was pre-
sented to the Commissioners of the Northern Lighthouses. by the
merchants, ship-owners, ship-masters, and others interested in ship-
ping, representing the.dangers of the coast from Girdleness to
Buchanness, and from thence to Kinnaird’s head, and pointing
out the advantages that were likely to result from the erection of
a lighthouse upon the Buchanness, not only to the shipping io-

¥ t:d? extensive harbour has been ;:ﬂntracted for, and is in the course of being
eToC ¥
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{erest, but also to those engaged in the herring fishery. A se-
cond petition was presented in 1822 to the same effect, detailing
some shipwrecks which had then recently occurred; and in Janu-
ary 1824, the commissioners resolved to build a lighthouse at
Buchanness, and it was soon afterwards completed. It is about
118 feet in height, and built of granite from Stirlinghull. The
light afforded is what is called a flashing light, which in every five
seconds of time emerges from a state of partial darkness, and ex-
hibits a momentary light, resembling a star of the first magnitude.
It is visible at the distance of five or six leagues, and lesser dis-
tances, according to the state of the atmosphere. It has answor-
ed all the good purposes anticipated, both in regard to the ship-
ping interest generally, and those engaged in the herring-fishery
at Peterhead and along the coast.

Burnhaven.— Besides Boddam, Burnhaven is the only village in
the parish not now-included within the Parliamentary boundary of
the burgh. It is a small fishing village, which has lately been
erected under that name, on the north side of the bay of Sand-
ford, by George Mudie, Esq. of Meathill. The houses are near-
Iy on a level with the high water-mark at the bottom of the seca
braes, and near the mouth of the burn of Inverncttie—hence its
name. There have been already built 23 houses, and six more
have been contracted for. Seven herring boats belong to this vil-
lage; three of which are to fish this season at home, and four at
Petechead. A small harbour or landing place for the accommoda-
tion of these boats has been erected by Mr Mudie, at an expense
of about L.300,

Ecolesiastical State.—The parish church has already been de-
seribed as standing at the entrance into the town from the south
and west. It is about three miles and a half distant from the ex-
tremity of the parish, It was built in 1803, has repeatedly under-
gone repairs, and is at present in excellent condition, Ji'is capa-
ble of containing nearly 2000 sitters. There are twelve free sit-
tings appropriated for the elders, A new manse Wwas built soon
after the last Statistical Account was written. The glebe consists of
upwards of nine Scots acres of good land, which is worth annual-
ly about L. 50, and the gardens extend to about one acre and a
quarter, the manse being situated in them. 'The stipend was last
modified in 1821. It is 18 chalders of victual, half meal, half bar<
ley, payable at the highest fiar prices' for the county, and ‘' E.10
for communion elements, which was afterwards extended by the
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heritors to 1..20, in consequence of the sacrament being dispensed
twice a vear.

East or qunfxd sacra Parish Church.—'This church was opened
as a preaching station in connection with the Established Church in
October 1834. * The Rev. James Yuille was inducted minister in
1835. The church is seated for 700 persons, and the number of
communicants (February 1887) was 415. The stipend 15 L.120
per annum, and, in the event of the revenue amounting to L.200,
the atipend is to be augmented to [.150. There is an endow-
ment of 1.10 in aid of the revenue.

Episcopal Chapel.—~'The present church was erected in 1814,
It is seated for 800 persons. The number belonging to the con-
gregation is from 1400 to 1500,

United Associate Congregation.—'The church belonging to this
congregation is calcujated to contain about 450 sitters. The late
Mr John Robertson, farmer in Collielaw, in this parish, mortified
some property, for beboof of the Seceders in Windmill Street,
which, since that congregation ceased to exist, has been transferred
to this congregration. The property yields about L.80 per an-
num, of which L.10 is applied to charitable purposes, and the re-
mainder towards payment of the clergyman’s stipend.

Independents.—T'he place of worship of this congregation, for-
merly belonging to the Secession, is not quite so large as that be-
longing to the United Associate congregation. The number of
persons belonging to this congregation has not been ascertained ;
but it is believed that it has rather been on the deerease of late.

Methodists.—There is a place of worship belonging to this sect,
capable of containing about 200 persons. They are supplied with
a preacher once a fortnight from Aberdeen. The congrega-
tion is understood not to be equal to the extent of accommodation
in the church.

Members of Established Church.—The number of families at-
tending the parish church has not been precisely ascertained; it
probably amonnts to 1000,—the whole number of families in the
town and parish being about 1700. The number of persons of
all ages connected with the Established Church is not less than
5000, the gross population being reckoned 8000, which must be
very mear the truth ; for, adding to 6695, the population according
to the census in 183), 1000 as the number of seamen who were
not included, and 805 as the probable incresse for the last six
yeari, we have 8000, :

Here the practice of exacting seat rents universally prevails
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Sums varying from 2. to 6s. are charged and paid for each sitting.
The sacrament of the Lord’s supper, since 1822, has been dis-
pensed twice & year, previous to which period the number of com-
municants was as high as 1900, and there has without doubt been
an increase since that time. The number of communicants in
both the Established Churches at each celebration now varies
from 1200 to 1500, and as the seafaring part of the population is
for the most part absent at the summer sacrament, and many of
those in the country part of the parish cannot conveniently attend
in winter, the number of those belonging to the KEstablished
Church, who communieate at least once a year, cannot be less
than 2000.

Education.—The parish school has for upwards of forty years
been taught in a room in the town-house, which is vested in the
community of feuars, and for which the landward heritors pay a
small sum of yearlyrent. Of late the room has been found to be
inconvenient, in consequence of the noise arising from apartments
immediately below it, these apartments being used as market-places,
and from the market stance being immediately in front of the
town-house, The present schoolmaster, in consequence of these
circumstances, has applied to have a school and school-house
erected in terms of the statute; and this has led to an inquiry
whether the landward heritors are bound to erect such a parish
school as is required for the town and parish of Peterhead; or
whether the erection of a parish school and school-house is not a
parochial burden, to be borne, the same as the erection of the pa-
rish church, by both the heritors of the parish, and the feuars of
the town according to their real rents. In order to avoid the ad-
judication of this point in a court of law, the principal heritors
lately agreed to assess themselves in the sum of 1.400, if the feu-
ars and inhabitants would raise L.300 by voluntary contribution,
and the Governors of the Maiden Hospital, with their usual liberali-
ty, agreed to give a site for the school and school-house, gratis, to
the extent of a quarier of an scre. A near prospect was thus af-
forded of having such a parish school and school-heuse as the ex-
tent of the. parish of Peterhead seemed to require. But in the
meantime, a delay has taken place in consequence of one ortwo
of the smaller heritors having refused to contribute their share of
the L.400, and in consequence of some individuals wishing to su~
persede the parish school, by the establishment of an academy on
a larger scale, to be conducted, as has been held out by sowme of
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the projectors, independently of the supervision of the clergy of
the Established Church, while others of the supporters of the
academy scheme are decidedly against the voluntary principle, and
there can be little doubt that these will form a large majority.

It is not to be expected that an academy could supply the place
of a parish school, although it might with advantage be joined to
it, and, therefore, it may be anticipated, that, at no distant period,
the heritors and feuars will be able to carry into effect their deter-
mination to have a proper and suitable parish school, and at the
same time avoid the expense of a litigation to ascertain their legal
liabilities.

At present the parochial schoolmaster has the maximum salary
of 1.34, 4s. 41d., and an allowance of L.13 for a dwelling-house
and garden, besides participating in the Dick bequest.

Another school is taught in the town-house, in a recom afforded
gratuitously by the feuars, This school has been denominated
the Town’s Schoal. -The present teacher received his appointment
from the baron bailies and the fevar’s managers ; and he was ap-
pointed to teach seven poor children, for whichhe receives L.10 per
_annum, in terms of a bequest by the late Mr William Rhind, baker.

There is a Lancasterian schaol under the superintendence of
the clergyman of the Episcopal chapel, the master of which receives
a salary of L. 20 per annum, from funds mortified by the late Dr
Anderson of 5t Christophers. "There are besides, in the town, two
schools conducted by ladies, in which the higher branches of fe-
male education, such as Music, French, Drawing, &c. are taught
by experienced and well qualified instructors.

Besides these, there are six other schools in the town, and two
in the country part of the parish, chiefly for the ordinary branches
of edueation, viz. reading, writing, and arithmetic.

The branches taught in the parish school not only embrace
English from its lowest stages, Grammar, arithmetic, and Latin,
but also the various subdivisions of mathematics, geography, his-
tory, Greek, and French ; and this renders additional accommoda-
tion the tmore necessary, and which, it may be expected, will, ere
long, be obtained.

At a former period, the schools in the town-house were con-
ducted so as to confine each to a particular department, the pa-
rochial sehoolmaster taking the languages, and the other writing,
arithmetic, and mathematics. This arrangement, it is believed,

was conducive to the interests of both, as well as to the abridge-
4
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ment of the labour of the teachers, and it may again prove advan-
tageous, if adopted.

" The nomber of scholars attending the different schools through-
out the year may probably exceed 700.

. Although the people in this parish are generally alive to the be--
nefits of education, yet there can be no doubt that some of them
are brought up without receiving an adequate education, and that
ample room remains for the endowment of a charity school, where
the poorest children might be educated at very reduced fees.

The extreme distance from the parish school is four miles, that
i8, to the south and west of the parish.. The children in these
districts attend either the school at Boddam or the school at
Miekle Cocklaw; and it is a question worthy of consideration,
when the proper time arrives, whether these schools should not be
erected inta parochial schools. :

Sabbath Schools.— There are several Sabbath schools, both im
connection with the Established Church, and with other denomi-
nations. ‘These schools are numerously attended, particularly by
females ; and they appear to have effected much good. The school
under the superintendence of the church-session has lately been
much extended, and is now taught within the church. There is
also a numerous Sabbath school taught in the East or quoad sacra
Parish Church. .

Literature.—There is no library connected with the parish
church ; but it is understood that there are several small libraries
belonging to the religious congregations in the town.®

Connected with the guoad secra parish church, more particularly,
there is a library supported by congregational subscription, consist-
ing of 240 volumes. There is also auvother library, consisting of
106 volumes, belonging te a religious instruction clags, which is
taught by the paster, and meets every Monday evening.

The principal library in the town is that belonging te the Read-
ing Society, instituted in 1808. This Society i managed by a
committee of jts own members elected annually. = The members
pay a yearly subscription of a guinea, and none but members are
entitled to the use of the books. -The library consiats: of about
1500 volumes of standard works, embracing the Bridgewater Trea-
tises ; the seventh edition of tbe Encyclopsedia Britaonics, now pub-
lishing ; the Edinburgh, Quarterly, and Londdn and Westmingter
Reviews ; the New Statistical Aceount of Smtlm'!d, now publish-

* There is now a library in cinnéction with the parish chmrch.
ABERDEEN. Bb
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ing ; Sir Walter Scott’s works ; Alison’s History of Europes; the
philosophical works of Reid and Stewart, Hume, Beattie, &c.

Another library was instituted in October 1836, under the name
of. the * Peterhead Mechanics’ Library.” It already contains
upwards of 200 volumes, consisting of religious, historical, and
scientific works.

Scientific Association.—The only scientific society here is the
¢ Peterhead Association for Science, Literature, and the Arts.”
This Society was established in 1835. - At its monthly meetings
there are occasional lectures, and the Society is in the course of
fitting up a museumw, to which various donations have already been
made of shells, minerals, antiques, &c.

. News-Room,—The news-room is supported by the annual sub-
scription of a guinea from each of the readers. There are received
three London daily papers, a daily shipping list, an Edinburgh
paper thrice a week, and the Aberdeen Journal.

Friendly Societies.— When the last Statistical Account of this
parish was written, there were nine friendly Societies in the town;
subsequently several others were formed, and the greatest num-
ber at any time was seventeen. After the passing of the Act 10
Geo. IV. which made it imperative on Societies to remodel their
rules, and adopt tables founded on the scheme of mutual assur-
ances, a general panic arose among the members of nearly all these
Societies. Few of them could be convinced of the advantages
which the Legislatare had in view by the alteration which was thus
forced upon them, and so averse were the:,r to adopt the scheme
proposed, that they refused to make that inquiry into the state of
their funds which time had rendered necessary.

No fewer than ten friendly Societies in the town of Peterhead
were entirely broken up in the course of a year or two, and their
-funds divided among the members. This was the more to be re-
gretted, as the greater part, if not the whole of these Societies
were possessed of very considerable funds, and, up to the time of
their dissolution, had continued to pay annuities to the widows and
children of deceased members, and to members in old age, the
want of which, particularly among a certain class of the commu-
nity, has since been severely felt; and although in some instances
it might have been found on investigation, that a reduction in the
amount of annuities would -have been necessary, in order to put
all 'on gm equal footing, and secute the stability of the institutions,
yet, in every case the funds were in such a state that great advan-
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tages would have resulted from the Societies being kept up. An
:nstance of this extraordinary spirit has recently shown itself among
the members of the Seamen Friendly .Society, formerly the
Pilot Society. 'T'he funds of this Society amount to about L.1500;
both the contributors and those receiving relief are comparatively
few in number, and many of the former are in the better ranks of
life. In the course of the present year it hus been resolved to dis-
solve this Society, and divide the funds.

At present the following Societies, much to the credit of the
members, exist in the town :—

Merchant, instituted in 1712.

Revenua.
House renta and feu-duties, - - - L.57 11 &
Interest of L. 2774 lent, - - - - 112 & 7
Contributions from 21 members at 53. each, - 5 5 0
Expenditure.
Three annuitants at L. 10, - - .5 O 0O
Four do. L. 7, 10, - 30 ¢ 0
Five do. L. &, - - 25 O 0

Present yesrly sinking fund, subject to expenses
of repairs to houses, and other contingencies, 90 4 10

L.}75 410 L1755 4 10
Trades, instituted in 1728,

Revenue,

House rents, - - - I.102 9 0
Contributions from 60 members at 48. - - 318 0
Expenditure.

Nineteen annuitants at 158 - L.14 5 ¢
Two families of orphans at 15e. - 110 O
Liferent annuity for money borrowed, 15 ¢ 0
Interest of L. 695 borrowed, - 27 16 0O
Present sinking fund, subject to repairs of
housea and other contingencies, 57 14 0
L.1I16 &5 © L.¥18 & ©
Keith Lodge of Masons, instituted in 1754.
* Revenue,

House rents, about . . . . L62 0 0
Contributions from 128 membera at 4s. . . 25 12 0O
Expenditure.

Fifteen apnuitants at 15a. . . L.13 10 O
Forty annuitants at 10s. . . a1 0 0
One family of orphans, T . 01 0
Interest of L.480 borrowed, . . 19 4 0
Present einking fund, subject to repairs of Bouses

and other contingencies, . . a3 8 9

L87 12 0 L.B7 12 ©

Weaver, instituted in 1778,

Revenue.
House rents, . . . .08 0 O
Contributions of 40 memberz at 4a. 34. _ " . 810 0
.64 10 0
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Brought forward, L64 10 O

' Expenditure.

Twenty-two annuitants at [0s. . L.1t ¢ O
Twelve do. at 15s. . . ' g 0 0
Interest on L.600 borrowed, . . 249 0 ¢
Present yearly sinking fund, subject to expenses

of repeire on houses, &c. . . 20 10 o

L.64 10 0O [..64d 10 ©
Gardener, instituted in | 760.
Revenue,

House rents, . . . . . . L.45s O 0
Contributions of 10 members at 45, . . 2 0 0
Expenditure.

Forty annuitants at 15s. . ‘ L300 0 ©
Eight annuitants at 9s. . ‘ 312 0
Interest of money borrowed, . . 9 0 0O
Present yearly sinking fund, subjeet to repairs on

houses, &e. . . . 4 B O

L4 0 0 “Ld47 O 0
Buchan Farmer, instituted in —-.
Revenue.

Rents of houwses and interest of money lent, . L.104 5 0
Contributions of 23 membera at 5s. ' 5 15 0
Expenditure.

Ten annuitants at L.5, L5 ¢ 0

Present yearly sinking fund, '."I;ijlz'.l:t tD.EIpE:useu
of repairs on houses, e, : 60 0 0
L0 0 0 Lilo 0 0

None of these Societies have as yet availed themselves of the
information’ collected and published by the Highland and Agri-
cultural Society, and prepared tables of the rates on which the
members ought to be admitted and contribute to the funds accord-
ing to their ages; although some of them adopted the means of
ascertaining the state of their funds a few years ago, and altered
the amount of their annuities accordingly.

The Farmer Society has within these few years adopted a gra-
duated scale for the admission of new members ; but it does not
appear to have been prepared according to any correct data, nor
with the view of the present state of the society’s funds. By this
scale each member of 25 years of age and under pays on admis-
sion L.5. Those above 25 and under 41 years of age pay 10s.
additional for every year their age exceeds 25; and those of 41
years of age and upwards pay L.2 for évery year exceeding 40.
When the age of a member on admission exceeds by ten years
that of his wife, be pays L.2 additional of entrant dues for every
year above ten that his wife’s age is under his own. - When the
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Jifference in the age does not exceed ten years, there i no addi-
tional payment required. :

Savings Bank.~--A Savings Bank was established in Peterhead
in May 1824. It has been attended with very considerable bene-
it to the working-classes. The treasurer and one of the directors
. attend every Tuesday night to receive deposits. The accounts
are audited once a year, and have been found to be kept with the
greatest accuracy. On the 9th of March 1837, there were 295 |
depositors, and, including periodical interest, the sum deposited
amounted to 1.2095, 7s. 2d.

Poor and Parochial Funds.—~The number of persons receiving pa-
rochial aid is from 270 to 280, and the average allowance to regular
paupers is about 15s. per annum. The annualaverage amount of con-
tributions for relief of the poor is L.252; of which from L.160 to
L.170 arises from church collections, including the propurtionof the
collections from the East or guoad sacra Parish Church; L.20 to
L.25 derived fromthe fees for the proclamation of banns, certificates,
regisiration of births, &c. appropriated to that purpose by the ses-
sion at the appointment of the present clerk; L.22 to L.26 inte-
rest of L..650 from 34 to 4 per cent. ; about L.10 a year from pe-
nalties exacted in cases of church discipline, and for the use of
the mortcloth; and from legacies and donations, which, of course,
are variable, being seldom under L. 5, and more rarely exceeding
.50, No other mode of procuring funds for the poor has hither-
to been adopted; but, from the increased number of claimants
within the last few years, arising in part from the dissolution of
friendly societies, it is probable that some other means must soon
be resorted to. '

Coal Fund—=This fund was established about sixteen years ago.
It is supported by voluntary contributions made annually about the
beginning of the year, and is managed by the representatives of
the congregations of every religious denomination in the towsn,
The managers meet together and examine the claims of all appli-
cants, and admit such cases as they know to be fit, whether the
parties have made application or not.

"The objects of the charity are the poor belonging to the town ;
and it has only been in a very few instances that parties in the
country part of the parish have been allowed to participate in the
benefits, in consequence of particular recommendation.

The amount of domations has varied during the last sixteen
vears from L. 53, 16s. 6d., the lowest, to L. 68, 2s., the high
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est. 'The number of poor supplied with coals has also varied from
287 to 342, (the average number throughout the whole period
having been 311,) and the quantity of coals given to each has been
equal to 43 ewts.

As soon as the annual contributions are collected, the coals are
distributed at that season of the year when the poor are in the
greatest want of them. The whole management reflects the
. greatest credit on those who have undertaken it, (it being con-
ducted gratuitously,) and has given great satisfaction.

The managers of the fund have received several small legacies,
some of which they are left at liberty to apply to the purposes of
the fund, and others are under the restriction, that only the annual
rent shall be so applied. From the liberality of the public the
managers have been enabled to reserve the whole amount of le-
gacies, only applying the annual rents. 'These they have lent out
on good security to the amount of L. 100, besides a small sum in
the bank; and they intend, if circumstances permit, to act on the
same laudable principle in regard to other legacies which may be
left thern by benevolent individuals.

LPauper, Lunatic, and Orphan Fund— An association was form-
ed in 1827, under the name of the Peterhead Pauper, Lunatic,
and Orphan Fund. Tt is supported by an annual collection from
each of the congregations in the town, and by donations and be-
quests. The objects entitled to relief from the fund are orphans
and lunatics having a legal claim on the parish. This institution
is managed by delegates appointed by the session and managers of
the different churches. The present number of objects is ten lu-
natics and ten orphans. The receipts and expenditure average
from L. 60 to L. 80 per annum.

This fund has been judiciously administered, and of the greatest
advantage to the public; and has, to a considerable extent, miti-
gated the sufferings of those for whose benefit it was established.
It is to be regretted that more ample means have not been placed
at the disposal of the managers, .
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Female Society.— This Society was instituted in 1819, Its ob.
Ject is to assist deserving poor females, who are not in the practice
of receiving weokly charity ; but in cases of sickness this condition
may be dispensed with. It is under the management of three
ladies, viz. a president, treasurer, and secretary, and a committes
of twelve ladies, all elected annually. Two of these ladies in ro-
tation visit the poor, and distribute the charity every month. The
number of poor receiving aid from this institution is limited to 85,
Young widows Jeft with children receive aid until the youngest ar-
rives at the age of six. From L. 70 to L, 80 are annually distri-
buted by this institution. It has fully realized the benevolent in-
tentions of its projectors, and is well deserving of the patronage
and support of the public at large, which it has hitherto received.

Fairs.—The weekly market here is held on Fridays, and is well
supplied with all sorts of provisions and garden stuffs. There are
two balf-yearly markets, chiefly for the feeing of servants, held re-
spectively on the first Tuesday after Whitsunday, and the first
Tuesday after Martinmas. These markets are of very long stand-
ing, having been established in 1669 by authority of an act of
Charles I1. passed in that year, in favour of William Earl Maris-
chall. :

Inns, &e.— There are 46 licensed public-houses, and 28 licensed
spirit-dealers in the town. The new inn, kept by Mr D. Fraser,
is the principal one, where the daily coaches arrive and depart.
The inn is large, commodious, and neatly fitted up; and, under
Mr Fraser’s management, affords every comfort at s reasonable
expense. Mr Fraser has a lease of the Mason Society’s Cold
Baths, and has lately added to his establishment 8 handsome bil-
hard-room.

Fuel.~ About twenty or thirty years ago moss found in the
neighbourhood was very generally used for fuel ; but this has been
now almost superseded by coal, which is the common fuel through-
out the town,

MisceLraNEOUS OBSBRVATIONS.

The improvements which have been effected in this parish since
last Account was written are considerable, Some of these will be
seen by the short comparative view subjoined of the state and cir-
cumstances of the parish before the time of Dr Moir and the pre-
sent time. This will serve a double purpose, in presenting and
preserving a statement of the more prominent parts contained in Dr
Moir’s account relative to the then state of the parish. ; while, at
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the same time, it will exhibit, in a condensed form, and of easy re-
ference, much of the information contained in this account. .

Population.—In Dr Moir’s time, the population in the town
amounted to 2550, and in the landward part of the parish to 1141;
total 3691. By the census of 1831, the population in the town
amounted to 5112, and in the landward part of the parish to 1583
tolal 6695. To which add the estimated number of seamen, 1000,
and the probable increase since that time 315, which gives as the
present population, 8000.

In Boddam, separately, there were 192 inhabitants ; houses and
families, 49, The population of Boddam is now 460 ; houses and
families, 99.

The average number of births per annum was 105; it is now
270. d - .
The average number of deaths was 68; it is now 144.

The average number of marriages was 28; it is now 51. )

Agriculture.—The extent of the parish is stated by Dr Moir
to be 7000 Scots acres, of which there were under cultivation
5000. It has been ascertained that there are 7087 Scots acres,
or nearly so, in the parish, of which there are now cultivated 6505
Scots acres, — 8266 imperial acres.

Turnips and grass were only partially cultivated. Turnips and
grass now form an essential part of the rotations of cropping fol-
lowed here, and are very extensively cultivated.

The arable land was interspersed with dawhs or patches between
the ridges of waste and uncultivated land. The bawks have now
been cultivated, the land drained and partly enclosed, and laid off’
in regular fields to answer the rotations agreed upon.

The implements of husbandry were in general very inferior.
The ploughs formerly in use here, called Scotch ploughs, were,
according to Dr Moir, often drawn by two horses with a cow or
young steer. < I have even seen,” he says, * a plough with one
horse, a cow, and a young steer.” The implements of husbandry
are now greatly improved in their construction. and increased in
number, embracing all those which have been found useful iv other
districts of the country. .-

“There were no thrashing-machines, and but fow fanners. There
is now ne farm of any importance to which there is not attached
a thrashing-machine ; and fanners are possessed by the croftars.

The average rent in the country part of the ‘parish was 125, per
acre, . ‘Near the town: it was from L. 1, 10s. to L. 4, 48, The
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gross rents of land m the parish amounted to from L. 2800 to
1.3000. The wages of male servants were from I. 5 to L. 8,
maid-servants from L. 1 to L. 1, 10s. The average rent- of land
in the country part of the parish is now about L. 1, 2s.; nearthe
town it is about L. 4, 10s. The rents now amount to L. 10,1386,
19s. 8d. as near as can be ascertained. The amount of servant’s
wages may be fairly stated to be at least doubled,

The building of earthen fences cost from 2d. to 8d. per yard;
faced with stones, 6d. ; complete stone fences, Is. Earthen fences
now cost from 5d. to 7d. per yard; faced with stone ls. to 1s. 6d,;
complete stone fences, 2s. to 8s.

Dr Moir complains that the roads were kepi in bad repair; and
that there were no turnpike roads. Turnpike roads were made in
1812, and other roads leading to and from the various possessions
in the parish have been much increased in number, and are kept
in good repair.

Trade and Shipping, &e.—The number of taverns was 30.
There are now 46.

The post-office revenue was L. 280 per annum. The post-
office revenue has amounted to L.817, 16s. per annum on an
average of the last seven years.

There were two bank agents. There are now four.

The number of ships belonging to this place was 26, and the
tonnage of these 3000 tons. 'The number of ships is now (July
1837) 85, and their tonnage 11,429 tons.

There was one ship sent to Greenland. There are now ten
ships employed in the whale fishing.

There were no London traders. There are now five vessels
regularly employed in the London trade. These find ample em-
ployment in conveying cattle and other produce of the district to
the English market, and supplying the merchants and traders of

this place with goods.
There were exported on an average of the five years from 1789

to 1794—of beans and pease 186 bolls; of bear 1173; of oats
’?‘?l; total 2130.  The quantity of grain exported in 1836 was
27,164 quarters; and this is about the average amount.

‘The meal exported from 1789 to 1794, on an average of the
five years, was 9216 bolls. The meal exported in 1836 was
14,424 bolls.

The haibour dues amounted to I.94. The harbour dues
amounted for the year ending at 1st March 1837, to L. 2879,
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Manufactures.—A thread manufactory was at one time carried
on in this place. The manufacture of thread has been disconti-
nued, but there is reason to believe, that it might be again carried
on with advantage.

Woollen cloth was rather extensively manufactured, This
business is now carried on only to a very limited exient.

There was formerly a distillery of whisky. There is now no such
distillery.

Fishing.~—Boddam and Ronheads were the only fishing vil-
lages in- the parish, The village of Boddam has been greatly
enlarged. The Ronheads remains the same as when the last Ac-
count was written. Other two villages have arisen-— Buchanhaven
and Burnhaven—at both of which the different fishings are carried
on to a considerable extent.

There was then no herring-fishery. This is a new and most
extensive branch of industry, of which a short account has already
been given.

There was no light-house on this part of the coast. This de-
fect has now been remedied, and a short account of the Buchan-
ness Light-house has also been given.

Salmon sold at from 2d. to 24d. per 1b. Salmon now sells at
from 6d. to 1s.

The salmon exported yearly amounted to from 50 to 60 barrels.
There are not now so many exported,—the Ugie salmon-fishing
having fallen off considerably.

The rent of the Ugie salmon-~fishing was 1.100. The rent of
it is now only L. 45.

Stipend, &e.— The stipend was 5 chalders meal, 3 chalders bear,
and 1.41, 13s. 4d. in money, and L. 8, 6s. gd. for communion
elements. 'The stipend is now 18 chalders, half meal, half bar-
ley, at the highest fiar prices for the county, and L. 20 for com-«
munion elements.

The number of those receiving parochial aid was from 70 to 80.
There are now from 270 to 280 receiving parochial aid.

The schoolmaster’s salary was 13 bolls and 2 firiots of meal,
and L. 8, 6s. 8d. in money. The schoolmaster now enjoys the
maximum salary of L. 34, 4s. 44d., besides what he may receive
from the trustees of the late Mr Dick. ' R

The town was not supplied with spring water. The town is
now supplied with excellent spring water, and in sufficient abun-
dance for every purpose. -
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The streets were in want of repairs. The streets are now kept
m good repair. Side paths with crib paving have been made-— -
obstructions have been removed—and the town protected by bul-

warks from the sea. '
The streats were not lighted in winter. They are now lighted

with gas.
Drawn up September 1837 ; Revised September 1840

PARISH OF PITSLIGO.

PRESBYTERY OF DEER, SYNOD OF ARERDEEN,

THE REV. EDWARD HUME, MINISTER.

e e s i et e i

I.—TorograrHyY anp Naturar Hisrory.

Name.~—THE name of this parish was derived from the estate
of Lord Pitsligo, of whose lands it was originally composed, and
signifies in Gaelic “ Hollow Shell.” ,

Extent, §e.—This parish contains about 9 square miles, is of the
figure of a trapezoid, and one of the most compaet in Buchan. The
extent of coast is about 4 miles. T'he shore on the eastern half,
extending from the burgh of Rosehearty to the confines of the pa-
rish of Fraserburgh, is partly sand and partly rock, loose and flat;
the western half, extending from Rosehearty to the confines of the
parish of Aberdour, consists of high and bold rocks, full of fssures
of great extent and depth.

. * The parish is bounded on the north by the Moray Frith for a

distance of four miles. It abounds in springs of the best qua-

lity, and also in mineral springs highly impregnated with iron.
Il.—Civir History.

Eminent Men.—The only individuals of any note connected
with this parish, were the celebrated Andrew Cant, and the last
Lord Pitslige. The former was tutor, it would appear, in the fa-
mily of the first Lord Pitsligo about 168088, and was the first
minister of this parish afier its formation in 1684. He was after-
wards translated in 1639, to the parish of Newbattle, and thence
to the West Church in Aberdeen, in 1641,—which cure he serv-
ed till ‘his death = 1663. His tombstone is o be seen in- the west
side of that churchyard. Mr Cant must have been a man of some
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