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CULSAMOND. 797

gularly given by Mr Forbes of Boyndlie, ns bis probable colleetion
if. he was attending the church, {for be is an Episcopalian), L. 61,
18e, B)d. ; the average interest of L. 467 Sterling, lodged in the
pands of the Banking Company in Aberdeen, L. 12, da. id.; the
average intevest of L. 613, 18e. 4d. bank three per cent. annui-
ties {Major Phillips’s legacy), L. 17, 18a, 8d.; aversge ambuni
of mortcloth money and penalties, 1. 6, 8s.; total, L. 98, 3s. 5¢d.
That sum bas been divided in proportions suitable, as far as
can be judged, to their respective necessities, among 87 poor per-
sons, 69 of whom were on the ordinary and permanent poor’s roll,
and who have 18 dependents on them ; while other 18 are ouly
ogeasionally supplied with aid. It must be adverted to, that almost
all are able to do something for themselves by means of their per-
wnal industry, and that there is a silent active spirit of charity
abroad in the parish, which contributes to eke outa subsistence L
the necessitous. ‘L'here is also o very considerable relief afforded
to many poor families by the distribution from the proprietor’s giz.
nul at New Pitsligo of seventy-twe bolls of meal, at the rate of one-
half peck per week to each individual. This ehanty, furnished
by the liberality of Sir John S. Forbes and his ancestors, is, how-
ever, confined to indigent and decayed feuars of that village.

Fairs, Inns, Alehouses, &c.~~Four cattle-markets. are annually
held at New Pitsligo, and each of these uniformly takes. place in
the months of March, May, August, and September. A fori-
nightly corn-market has been recently established there. There
are two respectable inns and six alehouses in New Pitsligo.

PARISH OF CULSAMOND.

PRESBYTENY OF GARIOCH, SYNOD OF ABERDEEN.
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LeToroeniray aun Naroaair Higroxe.

‘-' Maﬂ‘u and Estent.~~On the north-omt, sorth, suil. m"h' '
wost, this: parish is boanded . by theee. of - Auchterless,; Karges,
sod Druwblades on she wast, and -south-west, ky Toesch: ;.40 the:

south, by Oyne; sod:on the et by Rayse. Jts.onsent. from

wonsh 10, south is-aboyt 44 miles ; from west to east,aboub .
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T28 ABPRDEENSHIRE.

. Neormve
of 'etymologies may be assigned to it, of which only one need be
mentioned,—namely, Cwi-Sal-Mon, lhesa words s:gml’ymg in Gaes
lic the end of the hill-lands.

Rivers.— The only stream to which the name of river can be aps
plied, either in the parish or district, is the Urie, which, from its
soarce, till it passes the church, is called the Glen Water. [t runs
along the whole length of the parish, and conduets to the Dow al-
mosi all the smaller streams which arise in the vpper part of the
Garioch, such ss the Colpie Burn, the Kellock, the Bhevock, and
the Gady. It has its source in the parish of Gartly, and terms
nates at Inverury, where it empties ita water into the Don, tra-
vorsing an extent of country of about eighteen or nineteen miles,
In its course it passes the foot of Foudland, and betwixt the hills
of Culsamond and Culwmeaddin, receiving during this part of its
progress several rivulets from the Foudland H"Llis on its northern:
border.

- 'Fo the west of the Culsamond- Hill is a fine view of Belrinnes,
and to the north-west are seen the hills of Caithness, with a dis-
tinet view of a great part of the M::-ra}f Frith, and of the Buchan

district.
In- some parts of the parish, tha soil consists of 'a deep clay

loam, in others, of a thin sandy loam, much mixed with small

stones { but, in both, the ground is very fertile, and; in general,
the crops are early ripened.

Abowt seventy years ago, plantation commenced on Cairnhill;
anid latlerly, on the estates of Newton and Sheelagreen. Much
wood has been sold from these properties since, especially from
Newton. About 250 neres have been planted on the hill of Cul-
samond since 1804, by the late Mr Fraser of Williamston, and 8
variety of belts apd clumps around the manor house by his son.
The late Mr Leith, of Freetield, and his son, Major-General Sir
A. Leith, have also done a great deal’ in that way on the small
farm of Gﬂirnhill,'whicia belongs to that family.

Slate Hill of Culsanond.—The stratum to which the masses i
this hill belong beffins at Meélross, vear Maeduaff, oa- the north-
et mai:as:ts first appesirarite here, dnd: north- westward
by Ciilorenddin, Foadland, aud several hills in’the parish of Gartly.

L ‘6 have besw foresed hurisonteily; and afterwards to buve
besu | rised ‘U sud "wplit’ asphder By vome fores acting fron bes”
“Phe blodks are oow, in genersly vertically inclined;

peath it
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CULSAMOND. 740

thbough there be now and then found a few almost perpendioniat
to the horizon. ‘The broken pieces have corresponding juttings
out, and openings, evideatly shewing that they had been originally
united. The spaces between are often filled with gravelly matter,
shich had originally been lower than the slate. Sometimes other
parthy matter crosses the slate. Blocks of slate are sometimes
found at considerable distances from the masses to which they origi+
nally belonged.

The slate in both the bills of Culsamond and Foudland, at &
certain deptly is of a fine blue colour, but the Culsamond slate
. considered heavier and more durable. Great quantities ard
taken from both hills annually, and sent to considerable distancess
No good slate has hitherto been found in Culmeaddin Hill. . 1t
‘o a curious circumstance, that none of these cubical, pale, brassy-
coloured, - erystallized pyrites, so plemiful in the Easdale slate,
and in the slate in the west side of Foudland, have as yet been
found either in the slate on the east side of Foudland, or in the
Culsamond slate.. In the Melross slate they are fouand. . Those
on thewest side of Foudland are in a rotten state, being composed

mostly of iron, which rots sooner than copper.
It may be observed here, that of the beds of rock which ruw

through Culsamond, the slate-rock is the first on the north, and
that it comen as far south as the northmost part of the Kirktown
Farm. This is succeeded by the Waukmill Bluestone Quarry,
without any split, as the masons cali it. There is then, still going
south, a small bed of limestone, which is workable, and ‘has been

/burned above Largie, to the west, in the parish of Insch, and;

what. is remarkable, at the same distance from the 'slate-rock as
it is found on the sea-coast south of Troup, near the Melross
slate.quarry. . South of this limestone bed, the ironstone begios
at.a place called the Lady’s Causeway; and extends to the south
of tha farm of Meikle Ledinghawm, in this parish. 'This is the
ironstone direction, north and south. On the wast, 1t extends
beyond Dunnideer; in Insch, and east, through Culsamond, Rayiiey
and Daviot. . Between this ironstone rock. andithegranite uf

Benoched - the southern boundary. of -the Garioeh, i dnotherbwed .

of linkestone, which was werked near Likelyheaid, in the:parnidh of
_P'Elmnn]r. - It is .observable: ¥hat thﬂﬂ ‘bed# bave.been. mﬁ*
in amany places, se thai they do not always appearin the skose it

rection, the dislocated parts being filled up with '-ﬂ“m_‘fi’_"‘--ﬁ:‘*f ;
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ferent nature, a plain proof of vielent convulsions in the bowels of
the: earth at some period.. .

- Alfwoial Sand.—On the farm of Polquhite is found, at various
depths below the surface of the ground, from 6 inches to 85 inches,
& bed of rough sand, evidently broken dewn, and formed of Be.
nochee granite, and deposited there by the agency of water, in
which it had previougly heen suspended.

Mountain Subterrancan Moss.—On the northern part of the
same farm, at & place now called Mution Hillock, is 2 moss about
three feet below the surface of the ground, extending to the dis
tance of 30 or 40 yards from north to south, and, in some places,
wmore than 8 fest deep. The superincumbent so0il has been brought
from a distance after the formation of the moss, as it consists of
a variety of materals,—coarse gravel, flint stones, ¢of which an
immense quantity is dispersed over a great part of the Garioch,)
and btomes of -various .sizes and -kinds, some of them fragments
of sinte~stove from the adjoining hill of Culsamond. The field
s which the moss alluded to is-found, is.a plane inclined to the
douth-east, and the slate-rock ‘is to the north-west of it. It may
thorefore be inferred, that the direction of the great mass of water
which superinduced this disposition was from north.west to south-
cast

dronstones and Irom-are~—~A considerable quantity. of iron-
stomes are found on or near the surface of the ground, and also @
large vein of ironstone stretches from west to east, through the
whole lsngth of the district, passing through the parishes of Tusch,
Culsamond, and Rayne. Some of the blocks were sent to Car
ron, and, ‘it is said, produced plenty of good iron. The water
which runa over these iron-rocks carries away part of them, which
it deposits in various hollow places, forming bog-iron ore.

i dlag-dron QOre~—At the bottom of the inclined plane already
meniioned, there were fonnd, in cuiting a diteh, about eight feel
below the surface, large quantities of this- swamp-iron ore mized
withy guilverized oak-wood, part of it in various stages. of decompo-
gtion. ;. Fhe mixture was of a beautiful light blue colour, in con-
sequiapse of the decayed wood being impragnated with: the iron.
v Afimeral Wall ot Seuglunloan.-- Some years ugo, s mineral well
. Was disooversd: hers, but it hes not as: yot besn much froquented.
it is-said to have been of use in scrofulous complaints and in cal-
catns o -:u]"a' gt i CRA IR I e Pratedr At enke A pepe
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Heritors.—-Of these there are five; Gosdon of Newian ;. Frar
r of Williamston ; Leith Lumsdes, of Tullymargan .Gammel
of Sheelagreen ; and Leith of Cairnhill.  The velued rent of the
parish is £.2100 Scots, the real rent supposed to be upwards of
L.4000 Sterling. In 1790, it was ratod wt L.1150.
. Antiquities.—There is, m this parish, part.of an anciant high-~
way. It crosses the hill of Calsamond, near it top, from the
perth-west, and had formerly been the road which people took
when travelling on their way to St Lawrence Fair, at Old Rayoe.
It still retsins the name of the Lawrence Roud, and is, to all ap-
pearance, nearly in the same state in which it had originaliy been,
many hundred years ago. In times long since past, whesn the
yoods were haunted by ferocious wild beasts, and the valleys over-
st with rivers and swamps, it was dangerous o travel in low-lying
grounds,  Hence, the most ancient reads traversed the tops of the:
hills,.and, from this circumstance, were properly termed highways.
‘Thera appear to have been at least three sacred fountaing in this
parish ; St Mary's Well, on the farm of Celpie; St Michael's, at
Gateside 3 and enother, at the foot of the Culsamond Bank, alittle
west of the Lady's Causeway. On the first Sundey of May, mul-
titudes resorted to them from distant parts, in the fuil faith that,
by washing in the siream, and leaving presents: to tha sadois, as
their heathen ancestors did to the spirit presiding over tha. weil,
they would be curedof all loathsome or otherwise incurable diseases.
Pieces of money were always, accordingly, left in the wells, corze-
sponding to the ability of the disensed person. In digging a-drain;
st the foot of the bank, sowe years ago, when the workman struek
his pick into the bottom of the well which had been there, &: lazge
quantity of waler sprung wp into the atmaspbere, in which he ab-
sorved 2 shining substance, which: proved to be:a gold. piece of
James L of Sootland, in 8s good: preservation ss when:it: camne
from the mint. - It is now in the Freefield Catimet . oo
.- The standing~stone. in the woods of. Newton, nean Pitmackio
bas”an inscription upon it, supposed to be.in. Runio ' charsctess.
Same drawings of it have been published in the Monthly. Magn-
xine, and alse by Piakertan, but they ata far from being nccamte.
There is. another. standing-stous, near the. house: of . Newiow: mith
ﬂﬁ“m-ll[ﬁiﬂ‘ih- et T - Hyha s e ot i e (R MRAR MI0NY et s ek
 Bexaral- arrow heads and axes have boon feund in thip-pariak aed
meighbourboed. Jn ova of the: cairns.on ' the. forimi of Mosnmide,
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T8y ABERBEENSHIRE.

in . this parish, was found s large stone-uxe, which is now in the
péssession of Bir A. Leith of Freefield. These axes were of
different sizes, and made of different kinds of stone, A small ong
of ‘fhint was found in the parish of Insch about 1827, and iz now
in the Freefield cabinet, The finest were of flint, They ware
used by our Celtic ancestors, in ages long prior to the Roman ind
vasion, us battle-axes, spears, or tools for domestic purposes,
Thé largest were generally made of coarse, but very hard, groys
stons, for bome use. The smallest were manufactured from the
finest flint, and used as warlike instruments, and in different WAYE:
~-Draidical Temples.—'Two of these were on the farm of Colpie,
although now almost obliterated. Several urns were dug up in
msking & road near one of them.

+-# Druidical place of worship anciently stood on the spot which
is now the church-yard or burying-ground, and about the middls
of it. It cousisted of a circle of twelve upright large granite
stones from Benochee, which were overturned when the- first
Christian temple was erected. One of these stones was taken
out.of the ground in 1821, and now remains asbove ground, near
the spot from which it was dug up. The other eleven are still
under ground. This is & proof that the first Christian missionaries,
tn-this country, erected their places of worship as near as possible
to.the  holy hills of the heathens, that the people might be mors"
easily persuaded to aseemble there. In digging cut the foundation
stones of an ancient but smail building, to which the last kirk of
Culsamond had been attached, there were found below them, side
by side; and at right angles with the wall, the skeletons of two
mett in perfect preservation. This happened in the year 1821y
whena the new kirk-yard dikes were building. -
- Fimrial Cairns—~0f these there weare, at one time, & considerable-
number.. - There are several on Cairnhill, on the north-east side
~of iRulqubits 3 two o' Moss-side, on opening one of which the
stowe- axe, alreéady meotioned, was found; one on Moellingside}
onsimear Cisteside ; and two on Colpie,  The one on ‘Moss-side
antd asotberat . (Iateside huve not been opened. - Bot the'most re
mackbler oo wis discovered ‘on the farm of Mill of Williamston
wr the month of Mxy 1812, io an enclosere called the Llav-park’
(Buzen:Lawditlosk . Pask). iln preparing a Beld foi ‘tarip, the
ploaghy at & spot- from which a Jarge cairn of stones and* moss had
Boen:removed abottishirty years before, struck apninee sewething

. whichimpededits progress, - On exanvingtion; Lhis proved ti be's
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CHLSANMOND, 73

wooden coffia of uncommeon. size, and of the rudest: conceirable
workmanship. - It bad been formed from the trunk of & buge oak,
divided into three parts of unequal length, each of which bad been -
split through the middle with wedges and stone axes, or perbaps
rated with some red hot instrument of atone, as the ins+
side of the different pieces bad somewhat the mppearance: of
baving been charred. - ‘The whole cousisted of six parts, two sides,
iwo gavels, a bottom, and & lid. Only a small part of the lid re~
mained, the greater part of it having been splintered and tora up
by the plough at different times since the removal of the stones
sod moss.  All the rest of the pieces were gotire, and, when- put
together in their original pasition, bad somewhat the. appearance
of the body and shafts of a cart. The coffin lay due east and weat;
—the head of it beiog in the east end of the grave, The sides
were sunk into the ground. 134 inches below the botiom piece, . 1n
the middle of them, were grooves of rough and incomplete works
manskip, and of the same length as the length of the bettom,and
a very little wider than the thickpess of the bottom. Under the
bottom was & bed of tough blue clay three and a half inchee thick,
on which and on these grooves it rested. The projecting parts-of
the sides rested on a hard oval substance, mueb mixed with ashes
which had undergone the action of a very sirong fire, and:on
which part of the grave evidently had been erected the funeral pile..
_The gavel pieces were sunk into Jarge holes, and the empty spaces -
around them lled up with fine blue sand. In a corner of the.in.
side of the coffin was au urn, which was broken in the digging out.
It had been formed of 8 mixture of clay and sand, narrowest at the
bottom, very wide at the top, and about ten or eleven inehes deep.
Afier the different pieces were placed in the grave io their proper
order, it appears to have been syrrounded with. & donble: row. of
snhewn stones to keep the parts firm together, and then covered
aver with the moss and stones formerly mentioned... This antiquity 4
must probably be referred to a period prioz to the  Christian e
. British. Camp.—On the narth-oast side of the Hill of Calsamond Ty
are.the remaius of a British encampment, pratected omshenorge o0
weet, side of the hill by.double lines:of gotrenchmenty still vary: dise
tingt, . These lines are in the immedipte neighbeurhood.of.» farm
town namad Cadden; which; pathe.signiligs wariike entrepchments,
oz a place whare soldiers had been tiomed tp matob the motiona et
. incading epumy. - Thore abs nlssill distiney. scngesobomilee
tany: works on the:weat Bk of the glon. mateepposita: to.Caddety. - -
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733 ABERDEENSRIRE.

Lines of entrenchment are also still visible on the east side of the
hiil and: camp to protect it on that quarter; and, sbout two amd g
haif miles north.of this British camp is the Roman eamp at Glege
meallin, enclosing about 120 English acrea. - The Romans, i
their mareh northward, had a camp-at Devana, on the north side
of the Dee, in the parish of Peterculter. They must have hid
zlso a fort or camp on the eastmost top of Benochee, about twelye
miles from Devana. This is evident from the remains still visible
upon- the top, and the existence of a paved Roman road, 14 feet
wide, which, though long covered with heath, has been traced for
upwards of a mile to the north-east. This road points upon a small
fortified post opposite to Pitcaple, placed apparent y for the pro-
tection of the Benochee camp, and there is another larger work ot
the sumwmit of the Barra bil}, esr old Meldrum, to protect it from
sny atteck fremn the east, and which, in all probability, as a cas-
tellam, served also to protect the castra estiva at Glenmeallin.
What was the exact direction of the route of the Romans froni
Devana to Benochee may admit of a dispute. ‘Some think they
marched on the right of Achlae, Fiddy, and Kiomundy, and from
thence in a north north-west direction, till they reached Kintore
at Don, and thence by the strath of the river to the ford of Den
&t loverury, which is very near Benochee. Be this as it miay, it ¥
eertnin that they bad a station on the eastern summit of Benochee:
st e HI.—Poruvrarion. '

' Amount of population in 1801, . T
1811, . . 184
1821, = . 838
a1, . 1136

¢ IV.~Parocriar Ecovomy,

“dficolesiavtical State~~The far greater part of the inhabitanés
regralarly attend the parochial church,—only & fow families at~
tesding & ‘missionary meeting-house oo the farm of Pulqubite:
There sre also a fow Seeeders and Fpiscopalians, but these have
-no-¢hapel in the parivh. - : 2k '
- ¢ The etipeod 35 124-bolls; 9 firlots, 8} lippies of victual, ohe-
thivdk: of which iv-besr by the Linlithgow messure. -~ The men!
cight sooer por boll. - L.60, is. has sioce been edded by Govern-
mebt to make thie stipend up to £.180. - Glebe ubont ten acres:
' dueatien. ' Fha sthoolmaster's salary i¥ the minimuns, bt he'
snjaywshés beholit'of she begiiest'of the  late Me Dick,

: ' wod Raws: - Besides thid; shis dete Rev. -Mv-Pindlayy

i The Universiy of EdEnburgh. e i j
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minister-of Clat, whose grandfather bad been mintster of Cuien-

mond, loft the interest of L.800 for the purposes of :assinting the
poor. . 'The late Mr Gordon of ‘Premnay and Shee

bequeathed so the poor the intarest of L.600O. : JEe

-

PARISH OF ECHT,

PRESBYTERY OF KINCARDINE O'NEIL, §YNOD OF ABERDEEN,

THE REV. WILLIAM INGRAM, MINIBTER.

I.—Toroararay axnp Navurar Hisrory,

Name,—Tae etymology of Echt is not known with certainty.
An old tradition refers it to the Gaelic word “ Each,” which sig-
sifies a harse. It bears thata division .of an ancient Caledonian
army having encamped in this parish, the officers and men, in the
time.of a severe drought, were reduced to great straits for want of
water, when a horse which had been brought te the camp wak
seen to gallop to a spot where he had been accustomed to. drink;
and that, by pawing and scratebing with his feet, some sigms of
water were discovered ; in which spot, a well having been dug, »f-
forded relief from thirst to the army. In memory of that event, this
particular district, and afterwards the parish, is said to have been
designated by the above term. / '

Extent, &c.—The parish of Echt lies west from Aberdeen, the
eastern extremity nearly ten, and the western fourteen miles from
that city. - It is almost of a square form, each mde about 4% miles,
It is beunded on: the east and northseast, by the parish-of Skene;
on the south-east, by Peterculter and Deumoak 3 on: the south, by
Banchory-Ternan ; on the west and norsh-weet, by Midwmar; asd
on the north, by Cluny. 3 i

Topngraphical Appearances—The hill of Fare lies about boe
mile south-west from the ehurch. - The base of this niountsin is'nbwee
ly eighteen miles in circumference, and-its height nbout 1784 fust

. above: the level of tie-sea. It surfnce:is now divided wmeng Shb

propisiors whose setated surronod -it; and: contaits 7306 aelos; 2
roods, 29 falls imperial measura ; of which 1820 neres, 1 aoedyik
falle: belomg to this parishi:; - Mr . Forbes of okt hin - AR

ing/plentation . of young fire ow it norh-seel: dommob, e oy
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